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Introduction 

The  London  Natural  History  Society  was  founded  as  long  ago  as  1858 
(although  it  did  not  become  the  L.N.H.S.  by  name  until  1914),  and  not 
unnaturally  its  birdlife  has  been  better,  and  more  thoroughly,  documented 
than  for  almost  any  other  equivalent  area,  or  county,  in  Britain.  Ornitholo¬ 
gical  records  for  the  years  between  1921  and  1935  were  included  in  the 
London  Naturalist,  however  these  records  reached  a  sufficient  volume  by 
1936  to  warrant  a  separate  publication  -  The  London  Bird  Report  -  which 
documented  the  birds  seen  in  1936.  This  year’s  report  is  the  50th,  and  to 
celebrate  its  anniversary  we  have  included  several  additional  features.  The 
Editor  has  written  a  review  of  the  status  changes  of  selected  species  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  London  Area  during  the  last  fifty  years;  Frank  Jones  has 
compiled  a  list  of  all  the  papers  published  in  the  previous  fifty  issues.  We  are 
also  fortunate  in  having  three  articles  concerning  each  decade  since  the  first 
issue,  i.e.  1936-45,  1946-55  and  1956-65,  by  writers  who  were  active  in 
London  during  these  decades.  The  respective  decade  writers  are  R.  S.  R. 
Fitter,  C.  B.  Ashby  and  D.  I.  M.  Wallace  and  we  are  indebted  to  them  for 
their  accounts  of  these  past  eras. 

The  special  commemorative  front  cover  is  adorned  by  a  colour  photograph 
of  a  Little  Ringed  Plover  taken  by  Eric  Hosking.  We  owe  a  special  debt  of 
thanks  to  Eric  for  supplying  this  photograph,  as  well  as  others  inside  which 
depict  species  lost  to  London  as  breeding  birds  (or  whose  numbers  have  been 
seriously  depleted),  during  the  last  fifty  years.  It  is  particularly  appropriate 
that  his  masterly  photographs  should  appear  in  this  issue  since  many  previous 
reports  have  featured  his  work,  as  well  as  the  Birds  of  the  London  Area. 

Jim  Hook,  who  has  held  the  recordership  of  the  Kent  sector  of  the  London 
Area  since  1972,  apart  from  a  break  during  1978  and  1979,  will  stand  down 
this  year.  His  work  now  takes  him  out  of  Central  London  and  his  term  of 
office  ended  following  the  compilation  of  the  1985  records.  We  extend  our 
considerable  thanks  to  him  for  his  hard  work  during  the  last  14  years;  we  are 
grateful,  however,  that  he  will  continue  to  write  the  ringing  report  for  us.  His 
successor  will  be  Tony  Morris,  familiar  to  observers  in  the  Dartford  area,  and 
he  will  also  maintain  our  links  with  the  Dartford  Ringing  Group  (initiated  by 
Jim).  Apart  from  this,  the  recorders  remain  unchanged,  although  we  draw 
contributors’  attention  to  the  changes  of  address  of  Doug  Boyd  (Inner 
London)  and  Graham  White  (Herts.). 

Once  again  the  number  of  contributors  has  risen,  last  year  the  total 
exceeded  500  for  the  first  time  and  this  year  the  figure  reached  an  impressive 
538.  Surely  there  can  be  few  counties  with  such  a  comprehensive  input  of 
records.  However,  nearly  half  of  these  contributors  did  not  appear  in  the  list 
for  the  1984  bird  report  -  an  even  more  striking  turnover  of  contributors  than 
was  detected  last  year.  We  are  grateful  for  all  records. 

Whilst  we  mark  the  50th  anniversary  of  this  report,  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  many  of  the  most  favoured  and  best  known  localities  in 
London  are  under  a  greater  threat  than  ever  before.  Rainham  Marsh  is  in 
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imminent  danger  of  development,  an  act  that  would  almost  certainly 
eradicate  the  wintering  populations  of  Short-eared  Owls  and  Bearded  Tits, 
to  name  but  two  species.  Unfortunately  the  very  habitats  that  appeal  to 
birdwatchers  are  seen  by  entrepreneurial  developers  as  waste  ground,  ideally 
suited  for  new  factories  or  offices.  Recently  an  application  for  the  removal  of 
the  causeway  at  Staines  Reservoir,  as  well  as  the  raising  of  its  banks,  was 
received  by  the  local  council  and  proposals  for  the  construction  of  a  £100 
million  Theme  Park  at  Kempton  are  being  considered  by  Hounslow  council. 
Clearly  nowhere  is  free  of  the  threat  posed  by  creeping  suburbia  and  if  we  are 
going  to  preserve  even  a  semblance  of  the  wilder  parts  of  our  Area  then  we 
are  going  to  have  to  fight  for  it;  vigilance  must  be  the  key  word.  Since 
potential  developers  do  not  seek  publicity,  we  must  ensure  that  all  threats  to 
unique  habitats  are  widely  publicised  -  so  please  notify  our  publicity  officer  if 
your  favourite  ‘patch’  is  threatened. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The  Editor  gratefully  acknowledges  the  enthusiastic  support  of  all  observers 
who  contributed  records  to  this  edition  of  the  London  Bird  Report.  He 
especially  thanks  the  recorders  and  writers  who  helped  to  compile  the 
systematic  list.  Once  again  we  are  delighted  to  include  many  excellent  line 
drawings  throughout  the  report,  and  we  extend  our  considerable  thanks  to 
the  artists  involved  -  Gavin  Haig,  Ken  Osborne  and  John  Wilczur.  We  are 
also  extremely  fortunate  to  be  able  to  illustrate  our  front  cover  with  a 
photograph  by  Eric  Hosking,  the  remaining  photographs  within  the  report 
were  taken  by  Gavin  Haig,  Eric  Hosking  and  Rupert  Hastings  -  thanks 
again.  Ken  Osborne  kindly  provided  the  maps  and  figures  (except  the 
histogram)  that  appear  in  the  papers  by  M.  K.  Dennis  and  P.  J.  Oliver,  as 
well  as  in  the  ringing  report.  Finally  the  Editor  would  like  to  thank  Gavin 
Haig,  Rupert  Hastings  and  Peter  Naylor  for  help  during  the  arduous  proof 
reading  stage. 

He  also  acknowledges  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  members  by  the 
Greater  London  Council,  the  Thames  Water  Authority  and  the  Port  of 
London  Authority.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  following  organisations  for 
their  generous  help  in  the  exchange  of  records: 


British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 

Buckinghamshire  Bird  Club 

Essex  Birdwatching  and  Preservation  Society 

Hertfordshire  Natural  History  Society 

Kent  Ornithological  Society 

Reading  Ornithological  Club 

Surrey  Bird  Club 
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Records  Committee 

K.  C.  Osborne,  Chairman 

M.  K.  Dennis,  F.  H.  Jones,  B.  A.  Marsh,  and  the  following  Recorders: 


Inner  London 

D.  A.  Boyd,  14  Busdens  Lane,  Milford, 
Godaiming,  Surrey,  GU8  5JR. 

Essex 

J.  Fitzpatrick,  18  Edwick  Court,  High 
Street,  Cheshunt,  Herts.,  EN8  OAB. 

Herts. 

G.  J.  White,  36  Rye  Road,  Hoddesdon, 
Herts.,  EN11  OHR. 

Middlesex 

P.  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Ux¬ 
bridge,  Middlesex,  UB8  1NZ. 

Bucks. 

G.  M.  Haig,  686  Whitton  Avenue  West, 
Northolt,  Middlesex. 

Kent* 

A.  J.  Morris,  134  Station  Road,  Crayford, 
Kent,  DAI  3QQ. 

Surreyt 

R.  B.  Hastings,  33  Bracken  Gardens, 
Barnes,  London,  SW13  9HW. 

’including  records  on  the  Lower  Thames  from  London  Bridge  to  Tilbury 
tincluding  records  on  the  River  Thames  from  Staines  to  Wandsworth 
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Review  of  the  Year 


An  impressive  total  of  224  species  was  seen  in  the  London  Area  during  1985 
and  it  was  also  a  notable  year  for  rarities.  On  the  debit  side  we  have  lost 
Greenish  Warbler  from  the  list  following  a  review  of  past  records  (see  Brit. 
Birds  78:  437-451).  However  a  long-staying  Sociable  Plover,  a  short-staying 
Pallas’s  Warbler  and  the  late  acceptance  of  a  1982  Penduline  Tit  expand  the 
London  list  to  318*  species.  We  also  had  our  third  and  fourth  records  of  Little 
Egret  (four  birds),  third  Green-winged  Teal  (the  Nearctic  race  of  Teal), 
fourth  Red-footed  Falcon,  fifth  Dotterel,  fourth  and  fifth  records  of  Long¬ 
tailed  Skua  (three  birds),  third  Ring-billed  Gull,  Short-toed  Lark  and  Barred 
Warbler,  and  fifth  Serin  and  Little  Bunting.  When  that  mouth-watering  list 
is  combined  with  events  such  as  the  late  autumn  arrival  of  several  Pomarine 
Skuas  and  January’s  spectacular  cold-weather  wildfowl  influx,  1985  becomes 
a  very  memorable  year. 

JANUARY  got  off  to  a  steady  start,  with  the  1st  seeing  a  Mediterranean 
Gull  at  Wraysbury  Res.,  plus  the  refinding  of  the  Bushy  Park  Dartford 
Warbler,  last  recorded  in  November  1984.  Cold  weather  in  the  first  two 
weeks  prompted  some  Lapwing  movement  (2,000  W  in  one  hour  at  Sipson  on 
6th).  Also  seen  were  Brent  Geese  on  two  dates,  a  lone  Bean  Goose,  a 
Long-tailed  Duck,  two  Iceland  Gulls  in  Middlesex,  two  or  three  Bitterns,  and 
up  to  eight  Jack  Snipe  together.  On  12th,  210  Whitefronts  were  tracked 
across  the  Area  from  Kent  to  Middlesex  and  a  Merlin  was  seen  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  An  obliging  Woodlark  took  up  residence  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on 
14th.  Over  the  next  few  days  mid-week  observers  set  the  scene  for  the 
following  weekend,  braving  the  freezing  weather  to  record  Bewick’s  Swans, 
a  Great  Northern  Diver,  another  Long-tailed  Duck,  a  marked  arrival  of  Scaup 
and  a  massive  roost  of  440  Goosander  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  The  remarkable 
weekend  of  19/20th,  however,  produced  the  most  notebook  entries. 
Thousands  of  birds,  particularly  wildfowl,  had  flocked  into  the  London  Area 
during  the  bitter  weather.  Not  since  1963  had  there  been  such  a  tally:  11 
Red-necked  Grebes  (including  a  group  of  seven  on  Queen  Mary  Res.),  two 
Shags,  another  Bittern,  two  Bean  Geese,  Bewick’s  Swans  at  four  localities 
and  Whitefronts  at  four  or  five;  huge  totals  of  3,300  Wigeon,  more  than  660 
Goosander  and  140  Smew;  Red-breasted  Mergansers  at  10  sites  (including  11 
at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.),  Scaup  at  six,  Velvet  Scoter  at  five  and  Common 
Scoter  at  four  (including  seven  at  Rainham);  a  Glaucous  Gull  in  the  Lea 
Valley  and  a  Merlin  at  Staines  Res.  were  also  new  arrivals.  In  addition, 
Slavonian  Grebes  were  appearing  (totalling  more  than  15  by  the  month’s 
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end)  and  two  or  three  rather  mobile  Black-throated  Divers  were  popping  up 
at  various  S.W.  London  localities  at  this  time. 

A  Red-throated  Diver  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  22nd  was  the  first  of  a 
good  series  of  records  of  this  species  and  a  prelude  to  the  following  weekend, 
when  two  were  on  the  Lower  Thames.  Also  on  26th/27th  were  another  Velvet 
Scoter,  a  Shag,  an  Iceland  Gull,  five  Brent  Geese  at  West  Thurrock  and  raptor 
of  the  month  -  a  Red  Kite  at  Caterham  on  26th.  By  the  month’s  end  an 
indeterminate  number  of  Glaucous  Gulls  had  been  recorded  at  nine  sites  and 
Long-eared  Owl  roosts  at  four  including,  uncharacteristically,  a  locality  in 
west  London.  An  unusually  high  total  of  Curlew  records  was  also  received, 
involving  about  77  birds.  Finally,  in  total  contrast  to  the  rest  of  January’s 
events,  a  Turtle  Dove  frequented  a  garden  in  Addington  from  late  in  the 
month. 

The  pace  continued  into  early  FEBRUARY,  despite  a  let-up  in  the  cold 
during  the  first  week  or  so.  The  vicious  weather  returned  around  the  10th  but 
produced  little  apart  from  an  amazing  influx  of  Slavonian  Grebes,  totalling  20 
or  more  records  through  to  early  March,  plus  a  few  Red-throated  Divers  (at 
least  nine  were  seen  during  the  month).  The  weekend  of  2nd/3rd  rewarded 
eager  observers  with  more  good  birds:  Staines  Res.  had  two  Merlins  on  2nd 
and  an  astonishing  65  Pintail  on  3rd;  Dartford  Marsh  had  20  or  so  Brent 
Geese  plus  a  Merlin  on  2nd,  and  32  more  Brents  the  following  day;  elsewhere 
a  Mediterranean  Gull  was  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  37  Hawfinches  were  seen  in 
Dagnam  Park.  Thamesmead  produced  a  Buzzard  on  14th  and  15th.  A  Serin 
was  in  one  observer’s  garden  on  10th,  which  date  also  saw  another  Bittern, 
found  in  Surrey.  More  Velvet  Scoters  arrived,  on  11th  and  19th,  and  other 
wildfowl  highlights  included  15  Red-breasted  Mergansers  at  Barking  on  22nd 
and  a  peak  count  of  57  Ruddy  Duck  at  Walton  Res.  on  19th.  The  year’s  first 
British  Birds  rarity  was  found  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  28th  -  a  Green-winged 
Teal;  it  stayed  for  a  month.  Other  arrivals  during  the  last  two  weeks  included 
Shag,  Bittern,  Black-throated  Diver,  Long-eared  Owl  and  yet  another 
Iceland  Gull  at  the  Wraysbury  Res.  roost.  The  usual  Lea  Valley  Great  Grey 
Shrike  was  present  and  entertained  observers  by  singing  on  some  dates. 

Early  MARCH  was  fairly  mild  and  fairly  quiet.  A  Merlin  was  at  Rainham 
on  3rd,  the  Walthamstow  Green-winged  Teal  visited  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  9th 
and  an  adult  Mediterranean  Gull  began  a  long  stay  at  Beddington  S.F.  on 
12th.  Mid-month  was  a  little  more  eventful,  with  Bittern,  Red-throated  Diver 
and  Common  Scoter  all  recorded  between  14th  and  18th,  then  on  19th  the 
grapevine  was  buzzing  as  news  broke  of  London’s  first  (and  Britain’s  26th) 
Sociable  Plover.  This  well-watched  and  obliging  bird  had  in  fact  been  at 
Dartford  Marsh  since  at  least  the  8th.  Visitors  to  this  site  also  chalked  up 
Buzzard  on  28th  and  Merlin  on  30th,  while  another  Merlin  was  at 
Beddington  on  23rd.  A  welcome  taste  of  spring  was  provided  at  the  end  of 
the  month  by  an  Avocet  at  Rainham  on  30tn  and  an  Osprey  at  Nazeing  G.P. 
on  31st,  plus  some  remarkable  Wheatear  ‘falls’,  with  32  at  Beddington  S.F. 
on  28th  and  at  least  40  at  Kempton  Park  on  29th. 

Passage  was  well  under  way  by  early  APRIL.  Beddington  had  another  fall 
of  35  Wheatears  on  3rd,  plus  the  year’s  first  Garganey  -  a  pair.  Black-necked 
Grebes  peaked  at  Staines  on  5th  (10)  and  a  very  early  Sandwich  Tern  was  at 
Sevenoaks  on  8th.  Ospreys  moved  up  the  Lea  Valley  on  two  dates  in  the 
month,  but  apart  from  London’s  third  Ring-billed  Gull  (at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on 
19th),  two  Avocets  at  Barking  on  16th  and  a  Hooded  Crow  at  Beddington 
from  10th,  there  was  little  to  excite  until  the  last  week,  when  brisk 
northeasterlies  encouraged  some  interesting  movements.  Two  flocks  of 
Bar-tailed  Godwits  appeared  at  Staines  -  65  on  25th  and  16  on  29th.  Also  on 
29th  an  impressive  36  Black-tailed  Godwits  flew  N  at  Brent  Res.  Seabirds 
were  represented  by  50  Common  Terns  and  a  massive  99  Kittiwakes  at  West 
Thurrock  on  28th.  Other  reports  of  Kittiwake  on  this  date  (including  33  at 
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Staines  Res.)  brought  the  day’s  total  to  150.  London’s  third  Short-toed  Lark 
commenced  an  obliging  three-day  visit  on  29th  and  the  month  closed  with  a 
Shag  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  30th. 

As  usual  the  first  week  of  MAY  was  eventful.  The  Rye  Meads  ringers 
continued  to  surprise  by  trapping  a  Little  Bunting  on  3rd.  During  a  period 
lacking  any  southerly  airstreams  the  highlights  were  a  Quail,  60  Arctic  Terns 
at  King  George  V  Res.,  two  Black-throated  Divers  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  up 
to  seven  Sanderling  at  Staines  Res. ,  another  Osprey  and  a  Golden  Oriole.  On 
the  5th  a  group  of  four  observers  set  a  new  record  for  the  number  of  species 
seen  or  heard  in  24  hours  in  the  London  Area  by  tallying  103  by  dusk.  Light 
southeasterlies  on  13th  produced  an  excellent  spring  total  of  14  wader  species 
at  Staines  Res.,  including  three  Avocets  and  a  Temminck’s  Stint.  Temm- 
inck’s  were  unusually  prominent  for  the  rest  of  the  month,  with  five  arriving 
on  three  dates.  In  contrast,  only  one  Little  Stint  was  seen  in  this  period. 
Apart  from  an  excellent  peak  of  54  Ringed  Plovers  at  Staines  Res.  on  25th, 
the  accent  was  on  quality  rather  than  quantity  (Little  Gull  and  Black  Tern 
passage  was  unimpressive)  and  a  few  fortunate  observers  enjoyed  London’s 
ninth  Ortolan  Bunting  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  23rd  and  a  dashing  trio  of  Little 
Egrets  at  Staines  Res.  on  27th.  Both  were  disappointingly  short  visits. 

JUNE  was  characteristically  quiet,  though  as  in  previous  years  the  start  of 
the  month  saw  a  few  Little  Terns  -  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  1st  (2)  and 
Staines  Res.  on  3rd  (3).  Also  at  Staines  Res.  on  this  date  were  two 
summer-plumaged  Curlew  Sandpipers.  14  Crossbills  at  Cowley  Peachy  on 
8th  were  a  foretaste  of  the  biggest  influx  of  this  species  for  13  years.  Apart 
from  a  Sandwich  and  two  Little  Terns  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  16th  the 
remainder  of  the  month  belonged  to  two  raptors  -  a  female  Marsh  Harrier  at 
Staines  Res.  on  14th  and  London’s  fourth  Red-footed  Falcon,  a  male,  at 
Hunton  Bridge  on  20th. 

The  cold  weather  at  the  start  of  the  year,  although  extreme,  was  in 
relatively  short-lived  waves  and  appeared  to  significantly  affect  only  two 
species  during  the  BREEDING  SEASON  -  both  Kingfisher  and  Stonechat 
populations  were  down  by  some  40%.  Also  on  a  low  note,  there  were  no 
Cetti’s  Warblers  at  all  and  both  Tree  Sparrow  and  House  Martin  numbers 
continued  to  decline.  Despite  an  increase  in  Barn  Owl  sightings  there  were 
still  no  breeding  records.  Nightjars  are  clinging  on  at  two  sites  and  Redstarts 
(nowadays  always  teetering  at  the  precarious  end  of  the  scale)  were  recorded 
at  three.  On  a  happier  note,  Sand  Martin  numbers  were  up  after  last  year’s 
dearth,  and  Grasshopper  Warblers  were  also  better  off  -  two  pairs  bred  and 
at  least  nine  singing  males  were  found.  Ruddy  Ducks  continue  to  multiply  - 
two  broods  this  year.  Five  species  had  a  particularly  productive  time  this 
year:  several  pairs  of  Gadwall  bred,  and  Sparrowhawks  were  proved  to  have 
done  so  in  four  counties.  Six  (or  possibly  eight)  pairs  of  Hobbies 
constituted  an  all-time  high  for  this  successfully  expanding  species,  as  did  26 
or  so  pairs  of  Ringed  Plover.  Common  Terns  raised  a  record  125  or  more 
young. 

The  first  five  days  of  JULY  had  hot  Continental  weather  arriving  from  the 
southeast.  In  the  midst  of  this  a  Little  Egret  was  found  at  Queen  Mary  G.P. 
from  3rd  to  6th,  remarkable  so  soon  after  the  trio  in  May.  Other  birds 
perhaps  from  the  Continent  included  a  Quail  at  Farmingham  on  3rd  and  an 
Avocet  at  Staines  Res.  on  6th.  Unsettled  weather  with  westerlies  and  below 
average  temperatures  lasted  for  the  rest  of  the  month.  The  Crossbill  influx 
gathered  pace  with  up  to  nine  birds  seen  at  five  localities  in  south  and  west 
London.  From  17th  there  was  also  a  suiprisingly  early  return  by  Siskins, 
noted  at  three  sites  including  no  less  than  20  juveniles  trapped  and  ringed  at 
Ruislip  N.R.  Wader  passage  picked  up  from  mid-month,  with  such  species  as 
Knot,  Sanderling  and  Wood  Sandpiper  appearing,  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers 
reached  highs  of  36  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  15th  and  c.25  at  Staines  Res.  on 
23rd. 
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AUGUST  was  also  unsettled  and  rather  wet  with  westerlies  persisting 
virtually  all  month.  As  a  result  passage  was  quite  unexceptional.  Crossbills 
were  still  occurring,  at  three  localities,  but  the  only  other  oddities  in  the  first 
half  of  the  month  were  an  adult  Mediterranean  Gull  at  Wood  Green  Res.  on 
6th  and  possibly  the  same  bird  at  Staines  Res.  from  7th  into  September. 
Wader  passage  included  a  flight  of  seven  Turnstones  over  King  George  VI 
Res.  on  4th  and  groups  of  11  and  12  Whimbrel  elsewhere.  Seven  Little  Terns 
at  Dartford  Marsh  on  8th  was  a  good  count.  The  14th  was  a  striking  day  for 
tern  passage  with  11  Sandwich  Terns  and  54  ‘Commie’  Terns  along  Chelsea 
Reach  and  100+  Black  Terns  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  Ringed  Plovers  reached 
peaks  of  141  at  Staines  Res.  on  16th  and  150  at  Rainham  Marsh  next  day, 
when  that  site  also  held  40  Green  Sandpipers.  Quality  improved  following 
this  with  a  Marsh  Harrier  over  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  18th,  an  early  Shag  at 
Broadwater  G.P.  on  23rd  and  an  Osprey  at  Coopers  Green  G.P.  on  24th. 
Two  Arctic  Skuas  passed  Dartford  Marsh  on  25th  and  the  Black-necked 
Grebe  flock  at  Staines  Res.  reached  a  high  of  17  on  28th.  It  was  Staines  Res. 
that  then  produced  the  bird  of  the  month  in  the  form  of  a  short-staying 
Dotterel  on  29th. 

Strong  southwesterly  winds  early  in  SEPTEMBER  brought  immediate 
results  with  a  Manx  Shearwater  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  1st,  then  another  over 
dry  land  at  Hersham  on  5th,  and  on  6th  a  young  Gannet  at  Stanwell  and 
London’s  fourth  ever  Long-tailed  Skua  at  Staines  Res.  The  5th  was  also 
notable  for  a  Temminck’s  Stint  and  66  Greenshanks  at  Staines,  a  Shag  at 
Stocker’s  Lake  (perhaps  another  windfall)  and  34  Whimbrel  over  Rye 
Meads.  On  the  7th  and  8th  single  Arctic  Skuas  passed  over  Staines  Res.  while 
the  Long-tailed  was  still  under  observation.  TTie  second  week  of  the  month 
was  quiet  apart  from  36  Curlew  Sandpipers  at  Staines  on  10th,  until  on  13th  a 
Peregrine  appeared  at  that  locality  and  a  Purple  Heron  was  found  at  Dartford 
Marsh.  The  following  day  a  Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  and 
a  Marsh  Harrier  was  at  Staines  Res.  Another  comparative  lull  then  ensued, 
though  there  was  an  Osprey  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  15th  and  four  Arctic 
Skuas  flew  west  over  Beddington  S.F.  on  18th.  In  the  last  third  of  the  month 
southeasterly  winds  became  more  frequent  and  produced  a  good  crop  of 
landbirds,  headed  by  London’s  third  ever  Barred  Warbler  in  Richmond  Park 
on  21st.  This  was  followed  by  a  Red-backed  Shrike  at  Kempton  on  22nd,  a 
Corncrake  trapped  at  Cole  Green  on  24th  and  a  remarkably  early  Shore  Lark 


at  Barn  Elms  Res.  from  29th.  Apart  from  these,  the  Wm.  Girling  Pectoral 
Sandpiper  was  last  seen  on  23rd,  to  be  surprisingly  replaced  by  two  more  the 
next  day.  The  month’s  second  Marsh  Harrier  passed  over  Broxbourne  G.P. 
on  25th  and  an  Arctic  Skua  alighted  for  a  while  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  28th. 
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OCTOBER  began  well  when  fresh  southwesterly  on  4th  brought  a  young 
Pomarine  Skua  to  Staines  Res.,  the  first  in  London  for  nine  years.  The 
following  day  there  were  three  Slavonian  Grebes  and  a  Red-necked  Grebe  at 
King  George  V  Res.,  while  on  6th  a  Ring  Ouzel  occurred  at  Hilfield  Park 
Res.  and  an  Arctic  Skua  was  at  Dartford  Marsh.  Early  on  the  8th,  one 
observer  had  quite  a  shock  at  seeing  two  Long-tailed  Skuas  drift  over  Barn 
Elms  Res.  in  calm  weather.  Some  finer  weather  in  mid-month  produced  no 
unusual  sightings  though  a  spate  of  raptors  included  a  Peregrine  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  12th,  a  Buzzard  at  Maple  Cross  next  day  and  a  Merlin  at  Sevenoaks 
on  19th,  when  15  Brent  Geese  passed  over  there.  Cetti’s  Warbler  and  Ring 
Ouzel  were  found  on  20th  but  quality  improved  when  easterly  winds  from 
21st  led  to  a  Lapland  Bunting  at  Fairlop  two  days  later.  Merlin,  Crossbill, 
Bewick’s  Swan  and  Long-tailed  Duck  appeared  on  26th  and  27th,  followed  by 
a  first-winter  Mediterranean  Gull  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  on  28th.  By  now  colder 
northerly  air  was  arriving  and  it  was  a  complete  surprise  on  29th  when 
London’s  first  ever  Pallas’s  Warbler  put  on  a  brief  (singing!)  show  at 
little-heard-of  Wandsworth  Common.  Perhaps  it  had  arrived  in  eastern 
England  a  few  days  earlier. 

The  first  days  of  NOVEMBER  were  busy  with  a  late  Garganey  at  King 
George  VI  Res.  on  2nd,  a  Woodlark  over  Stanstead  Abbotts  on  3rd  and  an 
Eider  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  from  4th.  Single  Buzzards  were  seen  at  four 
sites  up  to  9th  though  there  were  probably  just  two  or  three  birds  involved. 
From  this  period  until  the  19th  Bewick’s  Swans  appeared  on  five  occasions 
and  Snow  Buntings  were  more  prominent  than  usual  with  singles  at  four  sites 
between  6th  and  13th.  Flocks  of  Brent  Geese  passed  over  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on 
9th  and  Bam  Elms  Res.  on  18th.  Merlins  were  seen  at  Rainham  Marsh  and 
Bushy  Park  and  a  Hen  Harrier  was  a  good  record  over  Regent’s  Park  on  10th. 
On  11th  and  12th  an  adult  Arctic  Skua  was  present  on  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a 
very  late  bird  for  the  London  Area.  Colder  temperatures  and  strong 
northerlies  were  presumably  responsible  for  a  Little  Auk  at  Canning  Town 
on  15th  and  an  influx  of  Shags  about  that  time,  including  seven  at  Queen 
Mother  Res.  and  no  less  than  14  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  Subsequent  seabirds 
included  two  Velvet  Scoters  at  Walthamstow  Res.  and  two  Long-tailed  Ducks 
at  Wraysbury  G.P.,  but  much  more  unusual  was  a  series  of  Pomarine  Skuas 
that  tied  in  with  high  numbers  in  the  North  Sea.  First  was  one  at  Staines  Res. 
on  17th,  followed  by  a  weak  bird  at  Morden  on  20th,  then  a  very  active  one 
was  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  23rd  and  24th  and  finally  one  was  on  the 
Thames  at  West  Thurrock  on  30th,  moving  to  Rainham  next  day.  This 
remarkable  influx  was  certainly  the  dominant  feature  of  the  autumn,  with 
five  individuals  between  Oct.  4th  and  Nov.  30th.  On  the  20th  a  male  Hen 
Harrier  arrived  at  Staines  Res.  for  an  eight  day  stay,  being  joined  by  a  Merlin 
from  23rd.  Short-eared  Owls  were  widespread  and  included  a  total  of  17  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  21st.  Late  in  the  month  there  was  a  Red  Kite  over  Kew 
Gardens  on  28th  and  a  Wood  Sandpiper  at  Hogsmill  S.F.  from  30th  was  the 
first  winter  record  for  London. 

DECEMBER  was  quite  wet  and  cloudy  with  above  average  temperatures 
for  most  of  the  month.  In  the  first  ten  days  Bewick’s  Swans,  White-fronted 
and  Brent  Geese  were  seen  at  two  localities  each.  A  Glaucous  Gull  was  at 
Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  1st  and  a  rarer  Iceland  Gull  visited  that  same  locality  on 
7th  and  8th.  A  male  Merlin  was  in  the  Staines/Heathrow  area  from  9th  to  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  month’s  only  Great  Grey  Shrike  was  at  Totteridge  on 
12th,  when  a  Great  Northern  Diver  was  found  on  Queen  Mother  Res.  On 
14th  another  Great  Northern  was  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  Red-throated  Diver 
reached  Wraysbury  G.P.  and  Brent  Geese  occurred  at  both  Rainham  and 
Dartford  Marshes.  These  were  followed  by  two  records  each  of  White- 
fronted  Goose  and  Snow  Bunting  and  Long-eared  Owls  were  found  at  three 
sites  between  14th  and  23rd.  About  the  middle  of  the  month,  a  Guillemot 
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arrived  on  the  Thames  at  Barnes  Bridge  and  stayed  well  into  1986.  The 
month  was  notable  for  a  big  influx  of  Siskins,  including  300  at  both  Sevenoaks 
and  Fishers  Green,  and  Shags  were  quite  widespread  with  birds  at  five  sites. 
The  weather  became  much  colder,  with  northerly  winds,  from  26th.  The 
following  day  there  was  a  late  Leach’s  Petrel  at  Wraysbury  Res. ,  an  oiled 


Great  Northern  Diver  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  and,  in  contrast,  a  very  late 
Yellow  Wagtail  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  The  year  closed  with  a  Buzzard  near 
Cobham  on  29th  and  a  good  nock  of  800  Golden  Plovers  at  Fairlop. 


*This  total  does  not  include  Lady  Amherst’s  Pheasant  which  was  included  in  error  in 
the  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  the  London  Area,  ( LBR  43:  74-84),  but  does  include 
Snowy  Owl  which  was  omitted  from  this  list  in  error.  This  apart  the  Checklist  remains 
unchanged. 
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Fifty  years  ago. . . 


THE  LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 
Number  1,  1936 


FOR  some  years  the  Ornithological  records  received  by  the  London  Natural 
History  Society  have  steadily  increased  until  it  was  felt  that  their  volume  warranted 
the  issue  of  a  separate  report.  This  has  been  issued  to  all  members,  but  a  certain 
number  of  copies  are  available  for  non-members  at  a  price  of  Is  6d.  We  shall  be 
grateful  if  members  will  bring  this  to  the  notice  of  friends  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
Society. 

....interesting  events  of  the  year  include  a  Blackcap  in  February,  the  breeding  of 
Dartford  Warblers  in  two  localities,  the  occurrence  of  Waxwing,  Hoopoe,  and 
Peregrine,  the  appearance  of  Merlin,  Pintail,  Scaup  and  Black-necked  Grebe  in  Inner 
London,  a  Long-tailed  Duck  at  Staines  for  the  fifth  consecutive  winter,  the 
“summering”  of  three  Goosanders,  five  species  of  Grebes  in  the  Lea  Valley,  a  Great 
Northern  Diver  at  Barn  Elms,  a  Stone  Curlew  for  the  second  year  on  spring  migration 
in  Richmond  Park,  and  a  party  of  five  Little  Gulls  at  Littleton  Reservoir.  Twenty-four 
species  of  limicolae  were  observed  including  Little  Stints,  one  Temminck’s  Stint,  a 
Purple  Sandpiper,  and  a  Turnstone  and  Sanderling  together.  The  total  number  of 
species  recorded  in  the  area  during  the  year  was  171.  These  facts  bear  a  striking 
testimony  to  the  variety  of  bird-life  that  is  to  be  found  around  London. 


Twenty-five  years  ago... 


THE  LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 
Number  25,  1960 


AFTER  a  comparatively  quiet  year  in  1959,  back  came  the  rarities  in  1960.  White 
Stork,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Kentish  Plover,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Roseate  Tern, 
Short-toed  Lark,  Bearded  Tit,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  Woodchat 
Shrike  and  Little  Bunting  all  inhabit  the  systematic  list;  their  actual  occurrences  in  the 
London  Area  marked  1960  as  a  vintage  year.  The  records  of  Short-toed  Lark  and 
Bearded  Tits  are  the  first  for  the  area  this  century,  those  of  White  Stork,  Roseate  Tern 
and  Yellow-browed  Warbler  only  the  second  and  that  of  Little  Bunting  the  third. 
Altogether  no  less  than  204  species  were  seen  in  the  London  Area  during  the  year. 

It  seems  clear  that  while  the  mesh  of  the  observers’  net  becomes  finer  and  captures 
more  in  total,  it  is  getting  somewhat  harder  to  add  new  species  to  the  list  of  London 
birds.  Nevertheless  it  is  pleasing  to  think  that  not  content  with  publishing  in  book  form 
a  clear  record  of  their  previous  efforts  and  investigations  up  to  1954,  London 
bird-watchers  have  followed  this  by  adding  another  14  species  to  the  total  of  245  noted 
between  1900  and  1954.  In  an  almost  completely  land-locked  area,  this  is  no  mean 
effort. 
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First  and  Last  Dates  of  Migrants 


Summer  Migrants 

Arrival 

Hobby 

Apr.  20 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

Mar.  25 

Common  Tern 

Apr.  4 

Arctic  Tern 

Apr.  20 

Black  Tern 

May  4 

Turtle  Dove 

Apr.  8 

Cuckoo 

Apr.  12 

Swift 

Apr.  19 

Sand  Martin 

Mar.  30 

Swallow 

Mar.  30 

House  Martin 

Mar.  30 

Tree  Pipit 

Apr.  2 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  1 

Nightingale 

Apr.  15 

Redstart 

Apr.  10 

Whinchat 

Apr.  9 

Wheatear 

Mar.  24 

Ring  Ouzel 

Mar.  26 
Mar.  26 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Apr.  17 

Sedge  Warbler 

Apr.  4 

Reed  Warbler 

Apr.  7 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Apr.  13 

White  throat 

Apr.  5 

Garden  Warbler 

Apr.  5 

Wood  Warbler 

Apr.  21 

Willow  Warbler 

Mar.  28 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

May  8 

Pied  Flycatcher 

Apr.  4 

Winter  Migrants 

Departure 

Jack  Snipe 

Apr.  26 

Fieldfare 

May  6 

Redwing 

Apr.  30 

Brambling 

Apr.  21 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Stocker’s  Farm 

IGJ 

CheshuntG.P. 

GJW 

Hilfield  Park  Res. 
three  localities 

CIB 

Dartford  Marsh 

DD 

Hainault 

MKD 

Fairlop 

three  localities 

MKD 

Hilfield  Park  Res. 

CIB 

Stocker’s  Lake 

RRD 

Alexandra  Park 

APBR 

Beddington  S.F. 

GDJM 

CheshuntG.P. 

ADW 

Elmers  End  S.F. 

AGC 

Twickenham 

DPB 

Staines  Res. 

TS 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

JT 

Hoblingwell  Wood 

KHP 

Petts  Wood 

BRG 

Wimbledon  Common 

DLW 

Horton  G.P. 

CDRH 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

RRG 

Bedfont  Quarry 

RRG 

Elmers  End  S.F. 

BRG 

Farnborough 

RT* 

East  Molesey 

ML 

Sewardstone 

PAB 

Regent’s  Park 

TRD 

Bromley 

AJ 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

CDRH 

Harlow 

EBPS 

Clapham 

ME 

Thomdon  Park 

MJH 

Departure 


Oct.  4 

Bushy  Park 

PAG 

Oct.  4 

Staines  Res. 

RJS 

Oct.  6 

Rainham  Marsh 

MKD 

Oct.  13 

King  George  V  Res. 

GJW 

Oct.  13 

Sevenoaks  Res.  RHT tJT 

Oct.  17 

Creekmouth 

DGC 

Oct.  20 

King  George  V  Res. 

JF 

Nov.  6 

Enfield 

RMC 

Sept.  14 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Oct.  10 

Regent’s  Park 

TRD 

Oct.  19 

Sevenoaks  Res.  RHT ,JT 

Nov.  7 

Little  Parndon 

EBPS 

Nov.  8 

Shortlands 

BRG 

Sept.  29 

Alexandra  Park 

APBR 

Oct.  15 

King  George  V  Res. 

GJW 

Sept.  4 

Queen  Mary  G.P. 

HRG 

Oct.  13 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

PJS 

Oct.  17 

Alexandra  Park 

NM 

Oct.  20 

Staines  Res.  GWW,SJW 

Oct.  24 

Ken  sal  Green 

CJC 

Aug.  11 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Oct.  6 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Oct.  19 

CheshuntG.P. 

CC 

Oct.  19 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Oct.  5 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Oct.  5 

Queen  Mary  G.P. 

HRG 

Oct.  12 

Brent  Res. 

JCs 

Oct.  9 

Battersea  Park 

BM 

Sept.  24 

Battersea  Park 

BM 

Oct.  3 

Ruxley  Wood 

SJG 

Oct.  13 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

PJS 

Sept.  30 

CheshuntG.P. 

MJH 

Sept.  30 
Arrival 

Fishers  Green 

MJH 

Sept.  14 

Staines  Res. 

ADLL 

Sept.  29 

Mitcham  Common 

MJN 

Sept.  21 
Oct.  13 

Tadworth  CKD.POD 

three  localities 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  Area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  ‘London 
Area’,  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral.  Within  the  Area,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for 
recording  purposes,  rather  than  the  new  administrative  counties.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  there  is  a  special  recording  zone  for  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5  miles  x 
8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross).  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from 
members  and  non-members,  and  these  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate 
recorder  (see  list  on  page  5). 


It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets 
are  used  (available  from  recorders  on  request),  and  if  species  are  listed  in  the 
order  followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used 
for  each  recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in 
August  for  the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to 
December. 

Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by 
the  Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
Published  records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today’s  readers  but 
also  anyone  who  in  future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief 
field-notes  are  therefore  required  to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct 
identification  and  authenticity  for  the  following  species: 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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All  rare  species 
All  out  of  season  migrants 
All  species  of  less  than  annual 
occurrence 
All  divers 

Red-necked  and  Slavonian 
Grebes 

Black-necked  Grebe  (except  at 
regular  haunts) 

Petrels  and  shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag;  Bittern 
Bewick’s  and  Wnooper  Swans 
All  wild  geese  (except  Canada  and 
Greylag) 

Ferruginous  Duck  and  all  sea 
ducks 

All  birds-of-prey  excluding  Kes¬ 
trel,  Sparrowhawk  and  Hobby 
(descriptions  of  the  latter  two 
species  are  required  in  Inner 
London) 

Quail  and  Spotted  Crake 
Avocet;  Kentish  Plover;  Tem- 
minck’s  Stint;  Pectoral  and  Pur¬ 
ple  Sandpipers;  all  phalaropes 
All  skuas 


Mediterranean,  Iceland  and 
Glaucous  Gulls;  Kittiwake 
All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 
(except  the  latter  at  regular 
haunts) 

Hoopoe  and  Wryneck;  Woodlark 
Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  and  Water  Pipit  at 
regular  localities 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  of  Motacilla  flava  other 
than  Yellow  Wagtail  M.f.flavis- 
sima 

Ring  Ouzel 

Cetti’s  Warbler  and  Wood  Warb¬ 
ler  in  autumn 

Firecrest  and  Pied  Flycatcher 
Bearded  Tit  and  Golden  Oriole 
All  shrikes 
Twite  and  Crossbill 
Lapland  and  Snow  Buntings 


The  above  list  of  species  requiring  descriptions  is  not  intended  to  be,  nor 
could  it  be,  comprehensive  and  readers  are  asked  to  use  their  own  guidance 
and  common  sense.  The  species  listed  above  are  essentially  those  that  appear 
annually  in  London,  but  for  which  we  still  require  descriptions  prior  to 
publication. 

The  status  of  certain  species  (especially  waders)  varies  considerably  within 
our  recording  Area,  ana  also  from  year-to-year,  and  recorders  are  entitled  to 
request  a  description  of  any  species  for  which  they  feel  further  details  are 
required. 

Field  notes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder 
immediately  following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of 
the  year.  Evidence  needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and  should  include  a 
description  of  the  essential  features  upon  which  identification  was  based, 
relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and  the 
observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and  similar  species. 

NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  347-8)  should  be 
submitted  preferably  via  the  local  recorder  for  forwarding  to  the  national 
committee.  If  sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the 
recorder.  Observers  are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure 
acceptance  and  publication  in  the  same  year. 

RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  174)  should  be 
submitted  preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (stating  degree  of  confidentiality 
required)  for  forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  All 
reports  of  these  species  (and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete 
confidence  at  county  level.  Names  of  localities  are  never  published  and  only 
the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
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Nat.  Hist.  Soc. 
Surbiton  &  District 
Birdwatching  Soc. 


S.  J.  Spooner 
Miss  K.  E.  Springett 
Miss  E.  Stainthoipe 
P.  J.  Stead  (PJS d) 

P.  J.  Strangeman 
R.  Stride  (RSe) 

A.  S.  Sweetland 

B.  Taggart 
A.  Tanner 
D.  M.  Taylor 
R.  Taylor 
W.  G.  Teagle 

M.  Teague  (MTe) 

M.  G.  Telfer 

Mrs  B.  Temple  (BTe) 

J.  H.  Terry 
R.  H.  Terry 
A.  R.  Thompson 
Mrs  P.  A.  Tnrussell 
J.  Tietz  (JTz) 

A.  D.  Tomlins 
P.  Tout 

R.  O.  Treble 

B.  Trevis  (BTs) 

M.  Trier 

G.  W.  Trigg 
P.  M.  Troake 
P.  Trodd  ( VTd) 

J.  W.  Troughton 
R.  Tuck  (RT k) 

J.  Tyler 

B.  M.  Utton 

C.  Veale 

D.  Venters 
Ms  B.  Vickers 
P.  J.  Vines 

H.  Walmsley 
P.  D.  Walton 

B.  C.  Ward 

I.  P.  Ward 

D.  R.  Washington 

Mrs  M.  W.  R.  Washington 

C.  Watson 

D.  Watson 
R.  Watts 

D.  Wedd  (DW d) 

M.  J.  Wells 
R.  Wells  (RWs) 

F.  E.  Welton 

C.  W.  Westwood 

J.  J.  Wheatley 

G.  J.  White 
Mrs  M.  White 

P.  A.  Whittington 
J.  P.  Widgery 
J.  P.  P.  Wilczur 
W.  F.  Wilde 
Mr  Wilks  (MW*) 

B.  H.  Williams 

Mrs  B.  H.  Williams  (BHWj) 
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L.  R.  Williams 
D.  L.  Wills 
H.  M.  V.  Wilsdon 

A.  D.  Wilson 
D.  M.  Wilson 
N.  Wilson 


Mrs  E.  Wiltshire 
P.  R.  Wood 

B.  Wright  (BWf) 

C.  Wright  (CWf) 
G.  W.  Wright 

S.  D.  Wright 


S.  J.  Wright 


D.  F.  Yates 
Mrs  H.  S.  Young 
Mrs  M.  Young 
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Birds  of 
the  London 
Area,  1985 

with  Additions  and  Corrections  for  previous  years 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

The  classification  of  species  in  this  report  is  that  adopted  by  K.  H.  Voous  in 
his  List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species  (reprinted  1977  from  Ibis  115:  612-38 
and  Ibis  119:  223-50,  376-406).  Sequence  and  nomenclature  follow  the 
* British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1978). 

For  recording  purposes  all  species  have  been  given  numbers,  with  suffix 
letters  for  subspecies,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  this  numbering  has  no 
significance  outside  the  London  Area. 

Observers’  initials  in  the  report  are  shown  against  principal  records.  A  full 
list  of  observers  appears  between  pages  16  and  19.  The  abbreviation  ‘mo’ 
used  for  long-stay  records  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

The  six  counties  within  the  London  Area  are  signified  by  initials  in  the 
report:  E  =  Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire,  M  =  Middlesex,  B  =  Buckingham¬ 
shire,  K  =  Kent  and  S  =  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  normally  under 
the  respective  counties  (Middlesex  and  Surrey),  but  abbreviated  as  ‘IL’  in 
tables.  For  direction  of  flight,  cardinal  points  are  shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE, 
etc.  other  abbreviations  are:  Res.  =  reservoir,  G.P.  =  gravel  pit,  N.R.  = 
nature  reserve,  S.P.  =  sand  pit,  S.F.  =  sewage  farm  or  works,  W.C.B.  = 
watercress  beds,  and  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  or  LBR  =  London  Bird  Report. 

For  a  full  appreciation  of  many  of  the  records  in  this  report,  a  detailed  map 
of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to 
the  Society’s  books  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  which  gave  the  continuous  history 
of  species  from  1900.  A  complete  London  Area  Checklist  (1901-77)  appears 
in  London  Bird  Report  43  :  71-84. 

The  histogram,  which  appears  on  p.  146  is  composed  of  individual  records 
(i.e.  individual  arrivals)  and  does  not  reflect  the  length  of  stay  of  any  birds 
which  would  only  distort  the  patterns  for  the  peak  time  of  arrival.  Sightings  of 
more  than  one  bird  (where  they  are  known  to  have  arrived  together)  are  only 
included  as  one  record  since  this  would  also  introduce  distortions.  The 
histogram  is  based  on  seven-day  periods  throughout  the  year  to  eliminate  any 
effects  of  weekend  observer  bias.  The  histograms  on  pages  44  and  63  are 
based  on  maximum  daily  counts. 

All  running  totals  of  rare  or  unusual  birds  that  are  provided  in  the 
systematic  list  can  be  assumed  to  refer  only  to  the  present  century,  unless 
stated  otherwise. 

1  Red-throated  Diver 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (pjv).  River  Thames  at 
Rainham,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (prw).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  from  Feb. 
17th  to  Mar.  2nd  (pjv  et  al.). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  (oiled)  on  Feb.  17th  (igj,  pn).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  one  from  Feb.  16th  to  Mar.  12th  (rjc,  hrg  etal.).  Wood 
Green  Res.,  one  (oiled)  on  Feb.  12th  (rms,  tmz,  Dpy). 
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B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  2nd  departed  NW  (bar),  one  on 
Feb.  12th  (cdrh)  and  another  on  Feb.  17tn  flew  E  to  King  George  VI 
Res.  (pn),  but  seen  again  here  on  Feb.  23rd  (rjs);  one  on  Dec.  15th 
(jah,  pn,  pgws)  was  the  bird  from  Wraysourv  G.P.,  which  was 
present  between  Dec.  14th  and  28th  (mh  et  al.). 

K  Reported  from  the  River  Thames  at:  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb. 
3rd  (jje)  and  two  on  Feb.  17th  (gbc),  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Feb.  2nd 
(dd),  and  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Jan.  27th  (baf). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  19th  flew  W  (nps).  Island  Barn  Res., 
one  on  Feb.  4th  (ml).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  22nd 
to  24th  (rjh  et  al.). 

An  exceptional  total  of  17  records  during  the  year,  and  in  line  with 
past  occurrences  in  the  London  Area,  February  was  the  best  month 
although  it  is  not  clear  how  many  individual  birds  were  present  on  the 
Lower  Thames.  The  exceptionally  severe  winter  weather  during  the 
first  two  months  of  the  year  doubtless  caused  this  record  influx,  and 
several  birds  were  again  reported  as  sick  or  oiled.  (See  photograph 
opposite  p.  41). 

2  Black-throated  Diver 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  on  Feb.  22nd  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  two  on  May  4th  (jf). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  26th  and  27th  (cib,  avm  et  al.). 
Shepperton  G.P.,  one  present  from  Dec.  27th  1984  to  Jan.  7th, 
departed  when  the  gravel  pit  froze  (sbr  et  al.).  Wraysbury  Res. ,  two 
on  Jan.  19th  (gmh,  rjs  et  al.),  one  on  20th  (jah)  and  22nd  (gmh, 
igj),  and  two  on  Feb.  3rd  (avm,  pn). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  one  from  Jan.  9th  to  19th  (gmh  et  al),  and  on 
Feb.  13th  (bar),  but  two  on  Jan.  20th  (cdrh). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  20th  to  Feb.  3rd  (ml  et  al.). 

1984  Additional  Record 

M  Shepperton  G.P. ,  one  on  Dec.  27th  remained  into  1985  (see  above). 

There  are  probably  not  as  many  individuals  as  is  suggested  here,  as  all 
records  from  Middlesex,  Bucks,  and  Surrey  probably  relate  to  only 
three  mobile  individuals,  as  several  of  the  records  referred  to  birds 
flying  in  to,  or  leaving  reservoirs.  The  May  record  in  Essex  is  late,  but 
not  unprecedented,  and  could  perhaps  be  a  reflection  of  the  large 
passage  up  the  English  Channel  which  takes  place  at  this  time. 

3  Great  Northern  Diver 
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M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  14th  (rbh).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
one  from  Mar.  2nd  (paw),  when  it  flew  in  from  the  W,  until  Apr.  12th 
(mo).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  13th  (bar). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  between  Feb.  19th  and  26th  (trd n  et  al.), 
and  another  from  Dec.  12th  to  25th  (jah,  kak,  avm  et  al.). 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  15th  (prs). 

K  Blue  Lake,  Northfleet,  one  from  Jan.  18th  to  24th  (dl  et  al.),  and  on 
Feb.  13th  (dmt).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  from  Dec.  14th  to  26th 
(rht  et  al.). 

S  Island  Bam  Res.,  the  wintering  bird  present  at  the  end  of  1984  was 
last  seen  here  on  Feb.  10th  (mo),  and  was  also  seen  at  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  Jan.  20th  (rbh),  where  another  oiled  adult  was 
present  on  Dec.  27th  and  28th  (ml,  rjs).  On  the  latter  date  this  bird 
was  also  seen  over  Hersham  G.P.  and  Island  Bam  Res.,  flying 
around  and  calling  loudly,  before  heading  off  in  the  direction  of  the 
River  Thames  (ml). 

It  seems  likely  that  the  first  Island  Barn  bird  eventually  moved  on  to 
Wraysbury  and  Queen  Mother  Reservoirs,  and  thence  to  Queen 
Mary  and  King  George  VI. 


Diver  sp. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  15th  (cib). 


6  Little  Grebe 

Proved  breeding  sites  (number  of  pairs,  or  broods,  in  brackets)  are 
given  below,  together  with  the  largest  flocks  and  Inner  London 
records. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (1).  Fairlop  (1).  Netherhall  G.P.  (3).  Purfleet  (3). 
Rainham  G.P.  (2).  Roydon  G.P.  (1).  Wanstead  Park  (1).  West 
Thurrock  (2).  King  George  V  Res.,  13  on  Nov.  29th.  Purfleet,  30  on 
Dec.  21st.  Valentines  Park,  13  on  Jan.  26th  and  Feb.  25th. 
Walthamstow  Res.,  18  on  Jan.  9th. 

H  Aldenham  Res.  (1).  Amwell  G.P.  (2).  Cheshunt  G.P.  (4).  Hilfield 
Park  Res.  (1).  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (1).  Panshanger  (4).  Rye  Meads  S.F. 
(5).  Slipe  Lane  G.P.  (1).  St.  Albans  (1).  Stocker’s  Lake  (1). 
TyttenhangerG.P.  (1).  Kingsmead,33  on  Jan.  31st.  Rye  Meads  S.F. , 
17  on  Jan.  11th. 

M  Bentley  Priory  (1).  The  Basin,  Edgware  (1).  Brent  Res.  (1).  Canons 
Lake,  Edgware  (1).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (1).  Queen  Mary  G.P.  (2). 
Stanwell  Place  G.P.  (1).  Brent  Res.,  11  on  Sept.  14th  and  18th. 
Kempton  Park  Res.,  11  on  Aug.  23rd  and  Sept.  22nd.  Shepperton 
G.P.,  17  on  Feb.  19th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Jan.  27th 
(ew).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Mar.  12th,  Mar.  15th,  found  dead  on 
June  24th,  and  from  Dec.  9th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (dab,  trd).  St. 
James’s  Park,  reported  throughout  the  year,  with  up  to  five  present; 
two  pairs  bred  (pjo  et  al.).  Victoria  Park,  one  on  Apr.  14th  (dam). 
B  Soutn  Iver  S.F.  (1).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  14  on  Mar.  17th. 

K  Jubilee  Park,  Bromley  (1).  Kelsey  Park,  Beckenham  (1).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve  (1  or  2).  Thamesmead  (1).  Blue  Lake,  Northfleet,  31  on 
Nov.  29th.  Ruxley  G.P.,  26  on  Jan.  13th. 

S  Beddington  Park  (1).  Epsom  Common  (5).  Black  Pond,  Esher  (1). 
Waddon  Ponds  (1).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr.  7th 
(bm). 
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7  Great  Crested  Grebe 

The  numbers  of  breeding  pairs  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  London  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey  Total 

1984  40  46  75  14  3  13  23  214 

1985  30  50  70  16  19  9  16  210 

Although  the  number  of  pairs  reported  was  slightly  lower  than  the 
1984  figure,  the  vagaries  of  recording  are  such  tnat  this  is  unlikely  to 
be  significant.  Certain  localities  can  hold  large  concentrations,  which 
are  reported  in  some  years,  but  not  in  others.  The  general  trend 
seems  to  be  an  upward  one.  Some  notable  flocks  gathered  on  some  of 
the  larger,  deeper  reservoirs  in  January  and  February,  when  nearly 
all  other  waters  were  frozen  over  for  long  periods.  The  highest  winter 
counts,  Inner  London  breeding  records  and  the  largest  concentra¬ 
tions  of  breeding  pairs  are  given  below. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  26  pairs  bred. 

M  Brent  Res. ,  28  pairs  bred.  Shepperton  G.Ps. ,  20  pairs  nested,  at  least 
17  successfully.  Broadwater  G.P.,  122  on  Jan.  12th.  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  380  on  Jan.  16th,  303  on  Feb.  17th  and  215  on  Mar.  2nd. 
Wraysbury  Res.,  150+  on  Feb.  16th.  Inner  London:  bred  at  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (four  pairs).  Regent’s  Park  (six  pairs), 
St.  James’s  Park  (two  pairs),  and  Victoria  Park  (two  pairs). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  at  least  15  pairs  nested,  but  only  four  broods  seen. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  169  on  Jan.  14th,  and  200+  on  Jan.  22nd. 
Inner  London:  single  pairs  bred  at  Battersea  Park  and  Surrey  Docks. 

8  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  Barking,  one  on  the  River  Thames  on  Feb.  22nd  (kb).  Fairlop  Lake, 
one  on  Sept.  8th  (kpb).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  26th 
again  summered  here,  and  was  last  seen  on  July  31st  (jf) ;  in  addition, 
there  were  two  on  Feb.  17th  (pjv  et  al.),  and  singles  on  three  dates 
between  Oct.  5th  and  Nov.  1st  (jf,gjw)  which  was  also  seen  at 
Cheshunt  G.P.  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  from  Jan.  1st  to  3rd  (jf  et 
al.),  and  on  Feb.  13th  and  14th  (tg  et  al.),  which  moved  to  Wm. 
Girling  and  King  George  V  Reservoirs  respectively.  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (pjv). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  20th  (tr,  gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res., 
singles  on  Feb.  11th,  and  from  Oct.  6th  to  9th  (aeb,  cib).  Rye  Meads 
S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (rns,  gjw). 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  one  on  Jan  12th,  13th  and  19th  (cib,  avm,  pn), 
four  on  Jan.  26th  (cib,  rbh,  pn),  and  one  on  27th  (avm).  Queen 
Mary  Res. ,  two  on  Jan.  14th  (gar),  seven  on  Jan.  19th  (hrg),  two  on 
20th  (igj,  avm,  pn)  and  22nd,  one  on  23rd  and  25th  (cl).,  three  on 
Feb.  2nd  (hrg),  one  on  Feb.  20th  (ck),  and  one  on  Apr.  8th  (hrg). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (cdrh). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  from  November  1984  was  joined  by  a 
second  on  Jan.  19th  (pn,  pawL  there  were  four  on  20th  (je),  two  on 
21st  (rbh),  five  on  22nd  (igj),  three  on  27th  (resL  two  remaining 
until  at  least  Feb.  24th,  and  one  until  Mar.  2nd  (mo).  Wraysbury 
G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  13th  (bar). 

K  Stone  Marsh,  one  from  Feb.  16th  to  18th  (jdh,  ajm,  rpm). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  the  bird  present  at  the  end  of  1984  stayed  until  Apr. 
4th  (mo);  there  was  another  on  Oct.  23rd  (rbh),  and  one  from  Dec. 
2nd  until  the  end  of  the  year  (ed,  gd  etal.).  Island  Barn  Res.,  singles, 
in  summer  plumage  on  Apr.  17th  (ml),  and  on  Sept.  1st  (P.  Morgan 
per  sdbws).  Richmond  Park,  singles  from  Feb.  2nd  to  5th  (jsa  et  al. ) 
and  on  Feb.  17th  (bam). 
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The  largest  number  of  records  in  the  London  Area  since  the  major 
influx  in  the  early  part  of  1979,  and  although  the  numbers  do  not 
match  those  of  that  year,  the  flock  of  seven  on  one  water  on  Jan.  19th 
is  indicative  of  a  very  large  movement  in  the  previous  week.  The 
varying  counts  on  west  London  reservoirs  up  to  the  end  of  the  month 
make  it  almost  impossible  to  assess  the  true  number  of  birds 
involved.  A  second  wave  came  in  mid-February,  and  although  fewer 
birds  were  involved,  they  were  more  spread  out  across  the  Area. 

9  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  from  Jan.  22nd,  increasing  to  two  by  Feb.  14th, 
neither  seen  after  Feb.  20th  (adw).  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on 
Feb.  16th  and  17th  (pjv),  and  in  October,  three  on  5th  and  6th,  two 
on  12th,  and  one  from  Oct.  19th  to  Nov.  24th  (jf).  Netherhall  G.P., 
one  on  Feb.  24th  (ab/).  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  from  Mar.  1st  to  3rd 
(gjw).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  26th  to  Apr.  20th  (jf). 
Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (pjv). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  two  from  Feb.  10th  to  12th  (gjw,  adw)  then  moved 
to  Fishers  Green  (see  above)  and  one  on  Mar.  7th  (mjo).  Stocker’s 
Lake,  one  on  Mar.  4th  and  5th  (cib,  rrd  et  al.). 

M  Brent  Res. ,  one  from  Dec.  4th  to  7th  (asms  etalX  Queen  Mary  Res. , 
singles  on  Jan.  16th  (nps),  23rd  (cl),  and  27th  (avm),  and  one  seen 
on  both  the  reservoir  and  adjacent  gravel  pits  on  Feb.  16th  (hrg, 
mp),  was  presumably  the  one  found  dead  at  the  base  of  the  reservoir 
bank  on  Feb.  23rd  (hrg).  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  26th  (sbr). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (cib,  avm). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  singles  from  Jan.  18th  to  20th  (gmh  et  al.),  and 
on  Nov.  21st  (tjd)  and  Nov.  30th  (jh,  bar).  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  one  on 
Jan.  16th  (frc)  and  one  from  Feb.  12th  to  16th  (cdrh  et  al.). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  singles  on  Feb.  21st  (ajm,  rpm),  and  in  full 
summer  plumage  from  Apr.  8th  to  29th  (dd).  River  Thames  at 
Crossness,  one  on  Jan.  15th  (pe h).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on 
several  dates  in  January,  and  two  on  Feb.  12th  (rht,  jt).  Stone 
Marsh,  four  from  Feb.  16th  to  18th,  two  displaying  between  Mar.  5th 
and  10th,  one  until  11th  (jdh,  ajm,  rpm). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr.  19th  (rei),  and  one 
on  Dec.  15th  (bpa,  rjs,  nps  et  al.).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Jan. 
22nd  (ml).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  20th  to  24th 
(avm,  pn  etal.),  two  on  Jan.  26th  (gmh,  rbh,  rjs),  and  one  on  Nov. 
24th  (rbh,  avm,  pn).  River  Thames  near  Hammersmith  Bridge,  one 
on  Feb.  24th  (nps).  Walton  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  28th  and  30th  (wri). 
Walton  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  18th  (dsd),  Jan.  20th  (paw),  and  Jan. 
26th  (gk). 

The  London  Area  received  two  clear  influxes  of  this  species  in  the 
first  two  months  of  1985  totalling  about  36  birds,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  a  record  total  of  48  birds  had  been  seen  in  the  Area.  This  is  by  far 
the  highest  number  ever  recorded.  The  first  movement  followed  the 
very  heavy  snowfalls  and  freezing  conditions  in  January,  with  about 
15  or  16  occurring  between  the  middle  and  end  of  that  month,  but  this 
was  followed  by  an  astonishing  21  records  between  Feb.  10th  and 
Mar.  7th,  again  caused  by  very  low  temperatures  and  northeasterly 
winds  in  the  middle  of  February. 

10  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  four  on  Oct.  5th  and  7th,  one  staying  until  15th 
(jf,  gjw).  Walthamstow  Res. ,  four  from  Jan.  27th  to  Feb.  13th  (tg  et 
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al.),  and  singles  on  Oct.  19th  and  Nov.  23rd  (if).  Wm.  Girling  Res., 
up  to  four  in  January,  three  in  February  and  on  Mar.  9th,  one  on 
Mar.  10th  and  17th  (jf,  rbh);  in  autumn  up  to  six  between  Sept.  20th 
and  Oct.  5th,  and  three  in  November  and  December  (jf,  pjv,  gjw). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (je).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  on 
Aug.  1st  (cib)  ,  one  on  2nd  (  aeb)  ,  and  one  on  Sept .  2nd  and  3rd  (cib)  . 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  July  28th  (nps,  mjw).  King  George  VI 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (avm),  two  on  Mar.  31st  (gmh,  pn)  and  six  on 
Apr.  6th  (cib);  reported  on  six  dates  between  Aug.  18th  and  Oct. 
7th,  maximum  of  ten  on  Oct.  5th  (pn  et  al.)  and  one  on  Dec.  28th 
(gmh,  pn).  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  one  or  two  between  Jan.  8th  and  20th 
(mo),  one  on  Feb.  17th  (djm),  one  on  Sept.  1st  (nps),  and  two  on 
Dec.  28th  (Kpy,  rjs  et  al.).  Staines  Res. ,  no  winter  records,  but  noted 
almost  daily  in  spring  between  Mar.  15th  and  Apr.  8th,  with  maxima 
of  ten  on  Apr.  5th  (rbh,  jah,  pn)  and  8th  (mp),  and  also  one  from 
Apr.  25th  to  30th,  and  two  displaying  on  May  1st  (cww  et  al.).  In 
autumn,  reported  between  July  10th  and  Oct.  13th  (mo),  with  peak 
counts  of  nine  on  July  31st  (cl),  17  on  Aug.  28th  (gmh,  jah),  and  12 
on  Sept.  9th  (cl,  rjs).  Wraysbury  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  30th  and 
Dec.  28th  (rbh  et  al.). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  singles  on  Jan.  9th  (gmh,  cdrh)  and  Dec.  28th 
(rjs).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  17th  (frc  et  al). 

K  Blue  Lake,  Northfleet,  one  on  Jan.  19th  and  20th  (dl,  mjo d),  two  on 
Jan.  26th  (dfy),  one  from  Feb.  1st  to  16th  (atmr,  dmw)  and  one  on 
Nov.  27th  (bmu).  Littlebrook  G.P.,  singles  from  Mar.  30th  to  Apr. 
13th  (dd  et  al.). 

S  Island  Barn  Res. ,  up  to  three  in  January  and  February  (mo),  one  on 
Mar.  16th  (rjs),  and  six  from  Dec.  12th  to  19th  (ml,  rjs).  Walton 
Res.,  one  on  Oct.  13th  (dg n). 

This-  species  does  not  usually  become  involved  in  cold  weather 
influxes  to  the  same  extent  as  Red-necked  and  Slavonian  Grebes, 
and  although  it  is  regularly  seen  in  the  winter  months,  it  is 
predominantly  seen  as  a  passage  migrant  through  the  Area,  with  the 
King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs  normally  holding  the  most  in 
spring  and  autumn.  Evidence  that  numbers  appear  to  be  increasing  is 
shown  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  average  of  peak  spring 
and  autumn  counts  in  five  year  periods  over  the  last  25  years  at  these 
two  sites. 


1961-65 

1966-70 

1971-75 

1976-80 

1981-85 

Spring 

1 

1 

4 

6 

9 

Autumn 

9 

10 

16 

18 

25 

18  Manx  Shearwater 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  1st  and  2nd  (bar  et  al). 

S  Hersham,  one  flying  towards  the  observer  at  almost  ground  level 
over  wasteland  on  Sept.  5th  (rjh). 

The  Wraysbury  bird  was  exactly  a  year  to  the  day  after  the  1984 
record  from  this  site.  The  startlingly  precise  concentration  of  records 
in  the  first  two  weeks  of  September  (now  20  out  of  a  total  of  28 
records  in  the  Area)  does  not  seem  to  be  diminishing,  and  this 
seabird  has  become  almost  annual  at  this  time. 

Leach’s  Petrel 

Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (gmh  et  al). 

There  can  be  very  few  of  this  species  left  in  British  waters  this  late  in 
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the  year.  The  only  previous  London  record  in  this  month  is  of  one  on 
Dec.  15th  1979,  and  most  occurrences  have  been  between  September 
and  November.  Its  appearance  followed  strong  northwesterly  winds 
and  heavy  rain  on  Boxing  Day. 


Gannet 

Stanwell,  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  6th  (ass  et  al.). 

This  bird  was  watched  circling  playing  fields  before  landing  heavily 
amongst  a  group  of  gulls.  Presumably  what  was  the  same  bird 
featured  in  the  Staines  Herald  and  News  of  Sept.  19th  1985,  which 
reported  a  juvenile  Gannet  found  walking  down  a  road  in  Stanwell, 
and  then  ushered  into  a  garden  shed  by  a  member  of  the  public.  It  was 
later  collected  by  the  RSPCA  and  taken  to  the  Surrey  Bird  Rescue 
Centre  in  Chertsey. 


26  Cormorant 

The  largest  winter  counts,  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  240  on  Mar.  29th,  and  155  on  Nov.  28th.  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  245  on  Jan.  28th,  242  on  Feb.  4th,  and  219  on  Mar.  11th, 
most  then  moving  to  Fishers  Green;  up  to  130  in  December. 

H  Amwell  G .  P . ,  34  on  Dec .  29th .  Cheshunt  G .  P . ,  35  on  Mar  .17th.  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  22  on  Jan.  13th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  65  on  Jan.  1st. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  115  on  Feb.  17th  and  163  on  Dec.  22nd.  King 
George  VI  Res. ,  83  on  Feb.  16th.  Shepperton  G.P. ,  64  in  December. 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  150+  on  Jan.  20th,  170  on  Mar.  6th,  and  100  on 
Nov.  17th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  101  on  Feb.  3rd,  and  148  on  Sept.  14th. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  two  on  the  Serpentine  on  Dec.  15th  and 
30th.  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  four  on  the  Round  Pond  between 
Jan.  1st  and  6th  (ew).  Charterhouse  Square,  EC1,  one  flying  NW  on 
Nov.  21st  (cb t).  Regent’s  Park,  seen  in  every  month  of  the  year, 
maximum  of  12  flying  over  on  Nov.  16th  (trd).  St.  James’s  Park,  one 
flying  over  on  Jan.  31st  (hb). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  40  on  Jan.  13th  and  60+  on  Nov.  24th. 

K  Widely  reported  along  the  River  Thames,  with  a  maximum  of  20  at 
Woolwich  Arsenal  on  Dec.  13th.  No  more  than  seven  were  seen  at 
three  inland  sites. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  88  on  Mar.  14th  and  50  on  Dec.  29th.  Ham 
riverside,  57  flew  E  on  Apr.  14th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  250+  on 
Jan.  20th,  212  on  Feb.  3rd  and  245  on  Nov.  24th.  Inner  London: 
frequently  observed  along  the  River  Thames  in  the  winter  months, 
mostly  up  to  six  (mo),  but  15  flew  downriver  and  two  upriver  at 
Westminster  on  Jan.  23rd;  also  one  at  Battersea  Power  Station  on 
June  7th  (pjs). 

Some  large  feeding  flocks  were  recorded  on  the  west  Middlesex 
reservoirs  during  the  winter  months,  away  from  the  main  roost  sites. 
Two  birds  at  the  Wraysbury  Res.  roost  on  Oct.  26th  were  seen  to 
have  been  ringed  with  red  colour  rings  on  their  left  leg,  which  were 
attached  to  nestling  birds  on  St.  Margarets  Island,  off  Tenby,  Dyfed, 
on  June  23rd  1985.  An  immature  bird  at  Shepperton  G.P.  was  seen 
carrying  twigs  into  a  tree  in  May,  another  instance  of  breeding 
behaviour  following  last  year’s  record  of  nest  building  by  a  single 
bird. 
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27  Shag 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  singles  on  Jan.  27th  and  Dec.  7th  (mkd). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  29th  (pf). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  15th  (bt).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Nov. 
16th  (rl«).  Hilfield  Park  Res. ,  14  adults  on  Nov.  14th,  but  only  three 
left  on  Nov.  15th  (shm).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  15th  (gjw). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  a  juvenile  from  Sept.  5th  to  8th  (rrd,  avm). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  single  immatures  on  Apr.  4th  (trd«)  and  Aug. 
23rd  (art).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  19th  (cib).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  15th  (cib). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  seven  on  Nov.  14th  (gmh),  six  still  present  on 
20th,  then  declining  to  five  until  Nov.  28th,  three  until  Dec.  10th,  and 
two  until  the  end  of  the  year  (mo);  at  least  one  bird  was  found  dead 
during  this  period,  and  another  bird  with  a  broken  mandible  had 
been  ringed  on  the  Fame  Islands  as  a  nestling  on  July  23rd  1985. 
Tilehouse  North  G.P.,  the  immature  present  since  Dec.  29th  1984 
remained  until  Jan.  7th  (art  et  al.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (nps)  and  two  on  Dec.  29th  and 
30th  (rbh,  rjs).  Singles  on  the  River  Thames  at  Hammersmith 
Bridge  on  Jan.  20th  (rbh),  and  at  Kingston  (usually  resting  on  the 
bridge  piers)  from  Dec.  23rd  to  the  end  of  the  year  (wri).  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  found  dead  entangled  in  the  netting  of  a  fish 
container  on  Dec.  20th  had  been  ringed  as  a  nestling  on  the  Fame 
Islands  on  July  19th  1985  (wri).  Inner  London:  present  along  the 
River  Thames  between  London  Bridge  and  Chelsea  Reach,  with  one 
on  Jan.  18th,  two  by  Jan.  29th,  and  then  three  between  mid-February 
and  Mar.  14th,  two  remaining  until  May  2nd,  and  one  until  May  15th; 
they  roosted  on  Hungerford  Bridge  (dab,  bm,  pjo,  pjs).  Also  one 
flew  upriver  at  Westminster  on  Dec.  24th  (pjs). 

Another  widespread  scattering  of  records,  including  several  birds 
which,  as  in  previous  years,  found  the  Thames  in  Central  London  to 
their  liking.  The  small  invasion  of  23  birds  between  Nov.  14th  and 
16th  is  not  untypical  of  this  species,  and  recalls  similar  influxes  in  that 
month  in  1965  and  1974.  The  two  ringing  recoveries  from  the  Fame 
Islands  serve  further  to  confirm  these  birds’  origins. 


30  Bittern 

E/H  Fishers  Green  and  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  seen  at  both  localities  on 
many  dates  between  Jan.  17th  and  Feb.  22nd  (mb,  km,  adw). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  further  singles  on  Nov.  29th  (adw)  and  Dec.  15th 
(pjc).  Rye  Meads  S.F.  and  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P. ,  singles  from  Jan. 
14th  to  Mar.  19th  (rmrg,  gjw  etal.),  and  from  Dec.  7th  to  31st  (rbh 
et  al.).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (rlh). 

M  Haste  Hill  Golf  Course  and  Ruislip  Local  N.R.,  one  seen  alive  at 
very  close  range  on  Feb.  21st  {per  rspb)  was  later  reported  to  have 
been  found  dead  on  the  same  day  according  to  the  Hillingdon 
Advertiser  and  Gazette.  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (sbr). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  19th  (gbc  et  al.). 

S  Barrow  Green  Pond,  Old  Oxted,  one  from  Feb.  10th  to  18th  (pej  et 
al.). 

There  were  seven  records  in  January  and  February.  This  species  can 
suffer  very  badly  in  severe  cold  weather,  and  sightings  inevitably 
increase  in  conditions  such  as  those  that  prevailed  in  the  first  two 
months  of  the  year. 
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37  Little  Egret 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  one  from  July  3rd  to  6th  (ajb>>,  dcb,  grg  etal.). 
Staines  Res.,  three  flew  in  and  landed  on  the  drained  south  basin  for 
12  minutes  at  dusk  on  May  27th,  before  departing  (Fjcr,  cw,  rws). 

Although  an  annual  visitor  to  Britain  in  recent  years,  this  small  heron 
is  a  rare  visitor  to  the  London  Area,  and  these  two  records  represent 
only  the  third  and  fourth  sightings  this  century,  the  previous  two 
being  in  July  1956  and  April  1972.  The  short  stay  of  the  Staines  trio, 
timed  in  minutes  and  so  late  in  the  day,  was  much  lamented  by 
regular  observers  at  this  reservoir.  Both  records  have  been  accepted 
by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


39  Grey  Heron 

Breeding  records  and  the  larger  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  30  occupied  nests  (tl).  Walthamstow  Res.,  89 
occupied  nests  (ajgv  et  al.).  West  Thurrock,  50  on  Feb.  18th  and  70 
on  Dec.  29th  (mkd). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  13  nests  (trdh);  20  on  Feb.  17th  (dc). 

M  Brent  Res.,  23  on  Dec.  29th  (rb).  Broadwater  G.P.,  18  occupied 
nests  on  Apr.  21st  (je);  22  on  Dec.  22nd  (cl).  Kempton  Park,  24 
occupied  nests  on  Mar.  28th  (sdbws).  Inner  London:  London  Zoo,  a 
pair  with  a  nest  on  the  roof  of  the  seabird  aviary  on  Apr.  11th  (wgt). 
Regent’s  Park,  six  pairs  nested  raising  24  young,  and  another  nest 
was  found  in  the  autumn  (trd). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  18  on  Dec.  23rd  (cl).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  14  on  Feb.  3rd 
(bar). 

K  The  highest  count  was  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  11  on  Sept.  17th  (rht, 
jt). 

S  Buckland  S.P.,  16  on  Sept.  21st  and  25th  (id,  jn).  Gatton  Park,  12 
pairs  nested  (jmh n).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  23  on  Dec.  21st 
(bm). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  13th  and  14th  (bw*  et  al.). 

London  Area  records  now  total  15,  but  this  is  the  first  autumn  record 
since  1972. 


46  Mute  Swan 

The  numbers  of  breeding  pairs  reported  are  shown  in  the  following 
table. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  London  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey  Total 

1984  8  13  7  0  2  5  14  49 

1985  5  15  13  0  0  7  6  46 

A  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  pairs  reported  breeding  gives 
continued  cause  for  concern.  It  is  essential  that  observers  submit  all 
breeding  records,  and  other  counts,  if  the  population  is  to  be 
accurately  monitored.  The  largest  flocks  are  given  under  counties 
below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  38  on  Aug.  16th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  32  on  Dec.  15th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  33  on  Oct.  27th. 
M  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  27  on  Sept.  20th.  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  20  on  Aug. 

24th.  Staines  Res.,  23  on  June  29th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  16  on  Aug.  24th. 

K  River  Thames  at  Greenwich,  44  on  July  28th.  Thamesmead,  31  on 
July  3rd. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  19  in  November.  River  Thames  at  Hampton,  c.20 
on  Mar.  10th. 


47  Bewick’s  Swan 

E  Corbets  Tey,  seven  on  Feb.  3rd  (mkd).  King  George  V  Res.,  one 
flew  N  on  Nov.  3rd  (jf).  South  Ockendon  G.P. ,  seven  from  Feb.  14th 
to  20th  (rm).  Walthamstow  Res. ,  eight  on  Jan.  15th  (mb),  15  on  Jan. 
16th  (gmh,  jh  etal.)  and  two  on  Jan.  19th  and  20th  (psaa,  tg,  Ajoy  et 
al.). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  four  on  Dec.  1st  (gjw,  adw).  Hilfield  Park  Res. ,  four 
on  Nov.  6th  (shm),  one  on  7th  (paw)  and  9th  (gjw),  and  two  on  Dec. 
4th  (shm).  Stocker’s  Lake,  five  on  Jan.  4th  (rjf).  Tyttenhanger  G.P. , 
one  on  Jan.  5th  (sp). 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  four  on  Jan.  5th  (art).  King  George  VI  Res. ,  ten 
flew  N  on  Oct.  27th  (pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  tour  on  Jan.  9th  (igj). 
Staines  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  10th  to  17th  (rbh,  adll,  pn  etal. ),  and 
three  on  Nov.  19th  (tjd,  cl).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  two  on  Jan. 
19th  (rbh,  avm).  Wood  Green  Res.,  two  flew  W  on  Jan.  19th  (fl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  19th  (rbh,  avm). 

K  East  Thamesmead,  one  on  Nov.  6th  (pe/i).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  12 
on  Dec.  27th  (pej). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. ,  a  flock  of  19  flew  in  from  the  E  on  Jan.  19th, 
and  then  moved  on  to  Island  Bam  Res.  just  over  an  hour  later  (ml  et 
al.);  there  were  14  remaining  here  on  Jan.  20th,  and  13  from  Jan.  21st 
to  23rd  (mo),  and  they  were  also  seen  in  nearby  fields  and  at 
Hersham  G.P.  during  this  period. 

A  typical  cold  weather  influx  in  January  and  February,  and  as  with 
other  wildfowl,  the  date  of  Jan.  19th  is  again  prominent.  Also  of  note 
was  a  good  number  of  passage  birds  between  late  October  and 
mid-November. 
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48  Whooper  Swan 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  an  adult  on  Nov.  22nd  (pt). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  flew  S  on  Dec.  14th  (eeg). 

This  fine  swan  remains  a  rarity  in  London. 

49  Bean  Goose 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  flew  E  on  Jan.  13th  (cdrh). 

B  New  Butts  Green  Farm,  by  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  two  on  arable  land 
flew  in  on  Jan.  20th,  and  were  present  for  a  short  time  the  following 
morning  (cdrh  et  al.). 

These  two  reports  coincided  with  all  the  other  exceptional  weather 
movements  at  about  this  time;  there  seems  little  doubt  that  they  were 
wild  birds. 

51  White-fronted  Goose 

See  also  Appendix  I 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (adw).  King  George  V  Res.,  seven 
on  Jan.  19th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  22  on  Jan.  19th  (mkd)  and  26 
flew  SW  on  Dec.  1st  (rbh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  seven  on  Jan.  17th 
(gjw). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  32  flew  N  on  Dec.  22nd  (gjw).  West  Hyde,  24  on 
arable  land  from  Jan.  18th  to  21st  (igj  et  al.). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  c.200  flew  NW  at  11.25  hrs.  on  Jan.  12th  (hrg), 
and  the  same  flock  was  seen  going  W  at  11.30  hrs.  over  Stanwell 
Moor  (rjs)  (See  Kent  below).  Staines  Res.,  an  immature  flying 
around  on  Dec.  18th  (cl)  may  have  been  wild.  Wraysbury  Res.,  15 
flew  W  on  Jan.  5th  (rbh). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  24  flew  NW  on  Jan.  18th  (cdrh)  probably 
landing  at  West  Hyde  (see  Herts,  above).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  nine  flew 
WSW  on  Jan.  14th  (cdrh),  and  one  circling  the  pits  and  calling  on 
Jan.  19th  (rrg,  pn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c.  210  flying  over  on  Jan.  12th  (sjg),  probably  also 
seen  in  Middlesex. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  flew  S  on  Dec.  5th,  and  11  flew  E  on  Dec.  28th 
(gdjm).  Island  Barn  Res.,  three  flew  W  on  Jan.  28th  (rjh). 

A  large  number  of  records  but  all  confined  to  two  short  periods 
during  the  year.  The  first  series  of  records  between  Jan.  5th  and  28th 
resulted  from  the  now  expected  cold  weather  movements,  which 
regularly  occur  with  the  onset  of  heavy  snow  and  freezing  conditions 
on  the  Continent.  The  second  set  of  sightings  between  Dec.  1st  and 
28th  probably  reflects  the  arrival  of  winter  visitors  to  Britain  for 
which  this  month  is  the  peak  time. 

53  Greylag  Goose 

All  breeding  records  and  the  highest  counts  are  given.  Pairs  bred  at 
several  new  sites  this  year,  confirming  this  species’  increase  in  both 
numbers  and  distribution. 

E  Walthamstow  Marsh,  two  pairs  bred  (tg).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two 
pairs  bred  (jf). 

H  Royal  Oak  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (hb).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  brood  seen 
(hb)  and  75  on  Aug.  10th  (dc). 

M  Broadwater/Moorhall  G.Ps.,  three  pairs  bred  (je).  Broadwater 
G.P.,  75  on  June  24th  (trd n).  Yiewsley  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (cl). 
Shepperton  G.P.,  a  pair  seen  with  four  young  (sbr).  Inner  London: 
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Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred  (trd).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  -  seven 
or  eight  broods,  maximum  of  82  on  Sept.  9th  (pjo  et  al.). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  32  on  Oct.  19th  (mh),  a  record  count  for  this  sector. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  48  young  on  July  9th,  and  a  maximum  count  of 
702  on  Sept.  22nd  (rht,  jt). 

S  Buckland  S.P.,  one  pair  raised  four  young  (id,  jn).  Gatton  Park 
Lake,  two  pairs  bred,  and  20  on  June  30th  (dac).  Holmethorpe  S.P., 
19  on  July  21st  (jdf)  and  23rd  (per  pej). 

55  Canada  Goose 

The  largest  gatherings  of  breeding  pairs,  together  with  the  biggest 
flocks  are  detailed  below.  There  were  some  impressive  flocks  during 
the  first  two  months  as  birds  gathered  at  the  best  feeding  sites  during 
the  cold  weather,  as  well  as  the  usual  build  up  of  adults  and  young  in 
the  late  summer  and  autumn. 

E  Fishers  Green,  18  broods;  360  on  Jan.  17th,  344  on  Feb.  14th,  385  on 
June  1st,  and  324  on  Dec.  19th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  40  broods  and 
369  on  July  13th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  seven  pairs  bred,  peak  count  of  550  on  Sept.  2nd. 
Broxbourne  G.P.,  387  on  Oct.  4th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  five  broods  and 
408  on  Aug.  27th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  382  on  Oct.  6th.  Stanstead 
Abbotts  G.P.,  21  broods  (80  young),  and  400  on  Oct.  11th.  Stocker’s 
Lake,  20  broods  with  390  on  Oct.  17th.  West  Hyde,  629  on  Jan.  21st, 
an  all  time  high  for  the  Colne  Valley. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  600  on  Jan.  12th.  Hampstead  Heath,  six  pairs 
bred.  Littleton  G.P.,  447  on  Aug.  28th.  Osterley  Park,  five  pairs 
bred.  Ravenscourt  Park,  six  broods  seen.  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  550  on 
Aug.  29th.  Shepperton  G.P.,  76+  young  were  raised;  441  on  Jan. 
14th.  Staines  Res.,  390  on  Dec.  1st.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  four  pairs  bred,  and  maximum  of  295  on  Nov. 
2nd.  St.  James’s  Park,  seven  or  eight  pairs  bred. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  550  on  Oct.  16th. 

K  Kelsey  Park,  Beckenham,  five  pairs  nested.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  366 
on  Sept.  5th. 

S  Barrow  Green  Lake,  Old  Oxted,  five  nests.  Buckland  S.P. ,  six  pairs 
bred.  Godstone  Reserve,  nine  pairs  bred.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  434  on 
Jan.  13th.  Tooting  Bee  and  Wandsworth  Commons,  15+  broods  at 
each  locality.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  c.40  pairs  raised  110 
goslings,  with  the  highest  count  here  of  296  on  July  9th. 

57  Brent  Goose 

See  also  Appendix  I 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Feb.  3rd  (ebps).  Rainham  Marsh,  six  on  Dec. 
14th  (crg).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  13th  (grs).  West 
Thurrock,  five  on  Jan.  27th  (drg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  10th  (gmh,  rjs  et  al.). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  15  flew  W  on  Jan.  3rd  (ajm,  rpm),  20+  flew  high  to 
the  E  on  Feb.  2nd  (dd),  32  flew  upriver  on  Feb.  3rd  (wtgb)  and  on 
Dec.  14th  12  flew  upriver,  and  later  one  flew  downriver,  landing  in  a 
field  (sjg).  Hither  Green,  one  flew  over  very  low  on  Feb.  10th  (dd). 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  15  on  Oct.  19th,  and  13  on  Nov.  9th  (jt). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  27  flew  SE  on  Nov.  18th  1nps).  Beddington  S.F., 
one  flew  S  with  two  White-fronts  on  Dec.  5th  (gdjm).  Holmethorpe 
S.P.,  one  from  Jan.  20th  to  27th  (jdf  et  al.). 

The  severe  winter  weather  in  January  and  February  produced  a  good 
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total  of  eight  records  involving  77  birds.  Further  evidence  of  overland 
migration  is  provided  by  the  four  flocks  in  October  and  November 
totalling  95  birds.  These  are  an  offshoot  of  the  major  coastal 
movements  of  birds  that  arrive  on  the  east  coast,  and  then  move 
south.  It  is  becoming  apparent  that  a  small  proportion  of  this  species 
regularly  choose  the  shortest  route  between  Essex  and  the  south 
coast,  thus  cutting  off  the  southeast  corner  of  England. 

Wild  Goose  sp. 

H  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  two  flew  S  on  Jan.  5th  (gjw).  Wormley, 
c.30  flew  E  on  Mar.  5th  (Dcr). 

M  Hammersmith,  35  to  40  flew  W  on  Jan.  5th  (rcp). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  Jan.  1st  (rrg). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  11  flew  E  on  Apr.  8th  (nps),  Bookham  Common, 
c. 25  flew  ESE  on  Jan.  19th  (dab). 

An  increase  in  sightings  of  unidentified  geese  matches  a  similar 
increase  in  records  of  White-fronts  this  year;  all  these  records  were  of 
grey  geese,  and  in  most  cases  were  described  as  ‘probably  White- 
fronts’  which  seems  a  safe  assumption. 

61  Shelduck 

This  species  continues  to  do  well  in  the  London  Area,  it  is 
commonest  along  the  Lower  Thames  foreshore  and  adjacent  mar¬ 
shes,  but  also  widespread  on  inland  waters,  where  the  only  limitation 
to  its  expansion  appears  to  be  the  availability  of  suitable  nesting  sites. 
All  breeding  records,  and  a  selection  of  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Corbets  Tey,  one  pair  may  have  bred.  Fishers  Green,  a  pair  reared 
eight  young.  Rainham  G.P.,  three  pairs  probably  bred.  Stubbers 
G.P. ,  a  pair  summered.  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  one  pair  reared  ten  young 
(12  were  hatched),  and  another  two  pairs  may  have  attempted  to 
breed.  Counts  along  the  River  Thames  included  26  at  Creekmouth 
on  May  4th  and  59  at  West  Thurrock  on  Apr.  30th;  monthly  maxima 
from  two  of  the  main  sites  along  the  river  are  shown  in  the  following 
table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Barking  100  105  —  —  —  —  —  —  35  —  80  40 

Rainham  Marsh  110  160  140  50  40  30  —  —  12  20  40  70 

Three  pairs  bred  along  the  Thames  at  Rainham. 

H  Cole  Green,  one  pair  bred.  Parties  of  up  to  three  were  seen  in  the 
northern  parts  of  the  Lea  and  Colne  Valleys. 

M  The  drained  basins  of  Staines  Res.  held  most  of  the  birds  in  this 
sector.  The  highest  monthly  counts  were  as  follows. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Staines  Res.  10  14  21  40  48  37  5  6  5  —  3  11 

Three  fully  fledged  juveniles  were  present  at  Staines  Res.  in  August 
(but  were  not  reared  here).  Frequent  sightings  elsewhere  included 
many  paired  birds  but  none  were  proved  to  breed.  Highest  counts 
were:  Brent  Res.,  eight  on  Nov.  23rd.  Kempton  Park  Res.,  16  on 
Apr.  9th.  King  George  VI  Res.,  six  on  Jan.  9th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
eight  on  May  11th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  11  on  Jan.  19th.  Wraysbury 
Res. ,  12  flying  over  on  Jan.  5th.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
c.  12  on  the  Round  Pond  on  Jan.  19th  (DGce),  where  ‘a  few'  had  been 
seen  the  week  before  in  the  cold  weather. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  a  pair  with  four  young  on  June  5th.  Maximum  of  six  . 
here  on  Dec.  12th,  and  eight  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  May  8th. 
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K  Breeding  pairs  along  the  River  Thames  were  reported  from  Crayford 
Marshes  (four  pairs  present),  Dartford  Marshes  (19  young  on  Aug. 
8th),  Woolwich  Ranges  (one  pair)  and  Thamesmead  (two  broods). 
Highest  counts  in  this  sector  were  Dartford  Marsh,  50  on  Feb.  2nd 
and  58  on  Dec.  23rd,  Thamesmead,  up  to  15  from  January  to  March, 
25  on  Sept.  9th,  30  on  Oct.  1st,  50  on  Nov.  4th  and  30  on  Dec.  14th. 
S  Pairs  were  present  on  several  waters  in  the  spring  and  summer,  but 
there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding,  although  one  of  a  pair  at 
Holmethorpe  S.P.  in  May  and  June  was  seen  inspecting  a  fox’s  hole. 
Highest  counts  were  eight  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  May  24th,  six  at 
Beddington  S.F.  flying  SE  on  Jan.  20th,  and  seven  at  Island  Barn 
Res.  on  Jan  20th. 


63  Mandarin 

E  Epping  Forest,  three  pairs  seen  with  young  (fcb,  ajg>>);  26  on  Jan. 
5th  (mkd)  and  25  on  Nov.  24th  (pjv).  King  George  V  Res.,  ten  on 
Jan.  19th  (rl n).  Ongar,  one  on  Oct.  31st  (ebps).  Wm.  Girling  Res., 
peaks  of  20  on  Jan.  17th  (kb),  19  on  Feb.  17th  and  14  on  Dec.  29th 
(pjv). 

H  Singles  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  Dec.  7th,  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  May  23rd 
(gjw),  Great  Amwell  on  Mar.  24th  (mjb)  and  Northaw  Great  Wood 
on  May  2nd  (sum). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  July  21st  (igj).  Broomfield  Park,  one  on 
Mar.  24th  (nm).  Forty  Hall,  Enfield,  seven  on  Jan.  5th  (reb). 
Grovelands  Park  Lake,  Southgate,  six  on  Nov.  12th  (rmc)  and  two  in 
December  (ch,  ajl).  Kempton  Park,  a  pair  on  the  river  on  Apr.  14th 
(mjw).  Shepperton  G.P.,  a  pair  on  Feb.  17th  (jah,  pn),  one  on  May 
14th,  and  a  pair  in  the  autumn,  one  of  which  was  also  seen  on  the 
River  Thames  (sbr). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  six  on  Feb.  1st  (ippw).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  winter 
maxima  of  five  on  Feb.  26th  (cdrh)  and  nine  on  Dec.  29th  (bar). 

K  Petts  Wood,  one  on  Mar.  10th  (mjc).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on 
Nov.  9th  and  10th  (jt,  rht). 

S  Ashtead,  1 1  on  May  11th,  and  a  pair  on  June  1st  (pwm,  mwrw,  drw) . 
Bookham  Common,  a  female  with  young  in  July,  and  up  to  six  in 
December  (dab  et  al).  Plough  Meadows,  Cobham,  three  pairs  in 
April  (agc).  Epsom  Common,  at  least  two  pairs  bred  at  the  Great 
Pond  (rhk  et  al).  Esher,  a  male  on  the  River  Ember  on  May  5th 
(sdbws)  ,  and  a  pair  on  the  River  Mole  on  Apr.  19th  (wri).  Bay 
Pond,  Godstone,  up  to  two  in  May  (kb d,  pej).  Hersham,  two  on  Feb. 
2nd,  a  pair  on  May  31st,  one  in  June,  and  three  on  July  25th  (rjh). 
Holmethorpe  S.P. ,  one  on  Jan.  6th  (jdf).  Kew  Gardens  and  adjacent 
River  Thames,  up  to  three  between  Jan.  3rd  and  17th,  and  singles  on 
Apr.  23rd  and  May  13th  (rbh).  Old  Oxted,  eight  on  Feb.  10th,  four 
on  18th,  one  on  Apr.  14th  and  May  11th  (pej).  Richmond  Park,  two 
on  Feb.  3rd,  up  to  three  from  April  to  July,  three  on  Sept.  6th,  and 
two  on  Oct.  5th  (mo).  Walton  G.P. ,  a  pair  on  Apr.  8th  (wri).  Walton 
Res.,  one  on  Oct.  13th  (dgai).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Mar. 
25th,  a  pair  in  April  and  May,  two  in  September,  and  three  on  Dec. 
8th  (res,  dlw). 

Well  reported  from  the  Surrey  stronghold,  but  the  highest  numbers 
in  winter  were  found  in  northeast  London,  where  the  use  of 
concrete-banked  reservoirs  in  the  Lea  Valley  during  freezing  weath¬ 
er  was  an  interesting  departure  for  this  exotic  duck  which  normally 
inhabits  tree-lined  rivers  and  lakes. 
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WILDFOWL 

Table  1  sets  out  the  usual  details,  for  the  five  latest  seasons,  of  the 
indices  of  the  monthly  winter  wildfowl  counts,  together  with  the 
highest  monthly  count  for  each  species  made  in  1985/86.  In  view  of 
the  upsurge  of  Smew  numbers  and  the  now  appreciable  counts  of 
Ruddy  Duck  in  London,  the  indices  for  the  last  season  (1984/85)  as 
well  as  the  current  season,  are  included. 

Table  1.  Index  of  mean  winter  wildfowl  counts  1981/82  to  1985/86  and  peak 
counts  for  1985/86  (excluding  Lower  Thames). 

Indices  Peak  Count 


1981/82 

1982/83 

1983/84 

1984/85 

1985/86 

1985/86 

Month 

Wigeon 

141 

115 

185 

510 

566 

1,127 

Feb 

Gadwall 

162 

153 

183 

190 

268 

376 

Feb 

Teal 

131 

134 

145 

131 

220 

2,828 

Jan 

Mallard 

101 

87 

98 

109 

110 

2,609 

Dec 

Shoveler 

151 

165 

130 

107 

147 

1,178 

Feb 

Pochard 

90 

37 

70 

93 

91 

1,560 

Dec 

Tufted 

68 

41 

46 

50 

52 

3,324 

Feb 

Goldeneye 

128 

89 

98 

88 

102 

187 

Feb 

Smew 

47 

11 

Feb 

Goosander 

260 

230 

263 

397 

295 

230 

Feb 

Ruddy  Duck 

62 

133 

83 

Feb 

Severe  weather  in  January  and  especially  February  resulted  in  much 
movement  and  interchange  of  flocks.  Several  reservoirs  and  gravel 
pits  froze,  forcing  many  birds  onto  tidal  water  (not  included  in  index 
and  peak  count  figures).  Only  three  species  had  higher  aggregate 
counts  than  the  1984/85  winter,  with  a  marked  peak  in  numbers 
occurring  in  the  new  year.  The  aggregate  of  13,513  was  marginally 
higher  than  1984/85.  Comments  on  individual  species  are  given,  in 
bold  type,  in  the  systematic  list. 

64  Wigeon 

1985/86.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  increased  yet  again,  and  the  index  for 
the  last  two  seasons  is  double  that  of  any  previous  year.  High  counts  at 
Kempton  Park,  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs  were 
principally  responsible  for  this  continued  upsurge. 

1985.  A  very  large  influx  began  in  immediate  response  to  heavy 
snowfalls  on  Jan.  5th,  as  birds  moved  away  from  more  exposed 
coastal  sites.  A  peak  seems  to  have  been  reached  around  the 
weekend  of  Jan.  19th  to  20th,  when  all  counts  in  the  London  Area 
totalled  3,300,  by  far  the  highest  number  ever  recorded,  and  about 
ten  times  the  normal  wintering  population.  Such  influxes  have  taken 
place  in  previous  cold  winters,  but  never  before  in  such  strength.  This 
was  still,  however,  a  relatively  small  proportion  of  the  total  number 
in  the  country  as  a  whole;  for  example  there  was  an  estimated  count 
of  30-40,000  at  Abberton  Res.,  Essex,  in  January.  The  highest 
counts,  including  the  January  influx  in  some  detail,  with  an  Inner 
London  record  and  summer  records,  are  given  below. 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  250  on  Jan.  6th  and  19th.  Fishers  Green,  160  on  Jan. 
6th,  280  on  18th,  300  on  26th,  and  58  on  Feb.  14th.  King  George  V 
Res.,  140  on  Jan.  12th,  167  on  19th,  and  45  on  Feb.  23rd.  Rainham 
Marsh,  150  on  Jan.  12th,  500  on  19th,  300  on  27th,  72  on  Feb.  22nd, 
and  111  on  Nov.  23rd.  Walthamstow  Res.,  53  on  Jan.  5th. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  21  on  Jan.  6th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  ten  on  Jan.  6th  and 
56  on  Dec.  3rd.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  15  on  Jan.  12th.  Kingsmead,  15 
on  Jan.  26th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  195  on  Jan.  15th.  Stanstead  Abbotts 
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G. P.,25  on  Jan.  6th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  44  on  Jan.  5th,  22  on  Feb.  23rd 
and  14  on  Nov.  9th.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  44  on  Jan.  5th.  West  Hyde 
G.P.,  30  on  Jan.  19th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  62  on  Jan.  6th,  75  on  Jan.  21st  and  31  on  Feb.  18th. 
Frays  Meadows,  82  on  Jan.  26th.  Kempton  Park  Racecourse,  450  on 
Jan.  13th,  600  on  Feb.  17th  and  160  on  Mar.  17th.  King  George  VI 
Res.,  755  on  Jan.  12th,  750  on  Jan.  19th,  408  on  J$n.  26th,  134  on 
Feb.  17th  and  106  on  Nov.  30th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  19  on  Jan.  19th. 
Shepperton  G.P. ,  24  on  Jan.  19th,  and  a  pair  from  May  18th  to  28th, 
the  male  until  June  12th.  Staines  Moor,  c.530  on  Jan.  18th.  Staines 
Res.  (which  was  frozen  for  most  of  January),  c.  190  on  Jan.  1st,  279  on 
Feb.  23rd,  160  on  Mar.  3rd,  102  on  Oct.  27th,  170  on  Nov.  20th  and 
275  on  Dec.  15th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  180  on  Jan.  19th  and  c.  100  on 
Feb.  15th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  15  flying  NW  on  Jan.  20th 
(trd). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  24  on  Jan.  22nd.  Queen  Mother  Res.,  40  on  Jan.  7th 
and  60  on  Jan.  19th.  Tilehouse  North  G.P.,  20+  on  Feb.  17th. 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  80  on  Jan.  7th,  20  on  Sept.  15th,  50  on  Oct.  16th 
and  41  on  Nov.  17th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  350  on  Jan.  9th.  River  Thames  at  Littlebrook,  c.  100 
on  Dec.  23rd.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  28  on  Jan.  5th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  78  on  Jan.  6th  and  16  on  Feb.  10th.  Hersham,  60  on 
Jan.  18th.  Island  Barn  Res.,  50  on  Jan.  10th,  40  on  Jan.  26th,  and  in 
fields  nearby,  52  on  Jan.  20th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  28  on  Jan. 
5th.  Walton  Res.,  24  on  Jan.  13th,  c.  130  on  Mar.  9th,  62  on  Oct.  13th 
and  c.140  on  Nov.  29th. 

67  Gadwall 

1985/86.  See  Table  1.  A  further  increase  to  a  new  maximum,  the  index 
is  now  double  the  total  of  six  years  ago. 

1985.  Several  pairs  bred  this  year,  which  is  particularly  encouraging 
since  they  have  only  done  so  successfully  in  three  years  (1976,  1980 
and  1983)  since  1972.  Also  of  note  is  the  increasing  strength  of  the 
wintering  population  which  was  particularly  evident  during  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December.  It  is  clear  that  a  major  influx  took  place  in 
November,  when  individual  counts  soared  above  200  and  the  number 
of  birds,  present  in  London  in  this  month  alone  exceeded  800. 
Summering  birds  and  largest  winter  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  pair  summered.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair 
present  in  April  and  May.  King  George  V  Res.,  37  on  Jan.  19th  and 
38  on  Feb.  2jrd.  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  50  in  January.  Roy  don 
G.P.,  70  on  Jan.  27th.  South  Ockendon,  98  on  Feb.  1st.  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  35  on  Feb.  16th. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  ‘several  pairs  bred’.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  pairs 
summered,  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully.  Stocker’s  Lake,  three 
pairs  in  early  May,  but  birds  were  seen  on  only  two  dates  during  the 
summer.  Troy  Mill  G.P. ,  a  pair  on  May  25th.  Monthly  maxima  were: 
Amwell  G.P.,  45  on  Jan.  5th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  34 on  Jan.  10th,  125  on 
Oct.  12th,  212  on  Nov.  26th  and  216  on  Dec.  3rd.  Kingsmead,  65  on 
Jan.  26th  and  Feb.  1st.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  93  on  Jan.  11th,  98  on  Feb. 
15th  and  96  on  Mar.  2nd. 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  a  pair  in  May  and  a  cf  on  June  26th.  Staines  Res. , 
up  to  three  in  May  and  13  in  June,  no  evidence  of  breeding.  Monthly 
maxima  were:  Broadwater  G.P.,  40  on  Jan.  8th  and  11th.  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  70  on  Jan.  19th,  56  on  Feb.  17th  and  58  on  Oct.  26th. 
Shepperton  G.P.,  46  on  Dec.  12th  and  49  at  the  end  of  December. 
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Staines  Res.,  50  on  Dec.  22nd.  Stain  Hill  Res.,  66  on  Jan.  13th. 
Yiewsley  G.P.,  51  on  Nov.  26th  and  45  on  Dec.  17th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  41  on  Nov.  29th  and  64  on  Dec.  30th.  Tilehouse 
G.P.  (North),  48  on  Nov.  2nd.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  35  on  Jan.  20th,  112 
on  Nov.  17th,  and  53  on  Dec.  14th. 

K  Several  birds  were  seen  during  the  summer  at  Ruxley  G.P.  and 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  unconnected  dates.  Ruxley  G.P.,  26  during 
November  and  December.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  32  in  November  and 
38  in  December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  48  on  Feb.  23rd  and  26  on  Dec.  30th.  Richmond 
Park,  48  on  Feb.  10th  andc.65  on  Nov.  17th.  Walton  Res.,  57  on  Jan. 
13th,  60  on  Feb.  14th,  and  62  on  Nov.  29th. 

69  Green- winged  Teal 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  adult  cf  from  Feb.  28th  to  Mar.  27th  (pf  et 
al.).  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  the  above  bird  was  also  seen  here  on  Mar.  9th 
(jf). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  third 
London  Area  record  of  this  Nearctic  race  of  the  Teal,  the  previous 
two  (perhaps  involving  the  same  bird)  were  on  Apr.  11th  and  13th 
1971,  at  Bam  Elms  and  King  George  VI  Reservoirs  respectively. 

Teal 

1985/86.  See  Table  1.  After  remaining  stable  for  six  seasons  the  index 
rose  to  a  new  maximum,  largely  due  to  exceptional  numbers  at  Staines 
and  Wm.  Girling  Reservoirs  in  January. 

1985.  No  pairs  were  proved  to  have  bred  and  only  one  pair 
summered.  Numbers  were  well  down  at  Rainham  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  conversely,  were  notably  increased  at  Staines  Res.  due  to 
the  favourable  conditions  on  the  drained  south  basin.  The  highest 
counts  in  each  sector,  all  summer  sightings  and  an  Inner  London 
record  are  given. 

Barking,  151  on  Jan.  19th  and  332  on  Dec.  15th.  Dagenham  Chase, 
100  on  Dec.  28th.  King  George  V  Res.,  250  on  Feb.  10th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  monthly  maxima  were  400  in  January,  500  in  February,  1 ,500 
in  March,  500  in  November  and  250  in  December.  Walthamstow 
Res.,  105  on  Feb.  16th  and  100  on  Dec.  29th.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  202 
on  Oct.  29th  and  350  on  Dec.  8th. 

Cheshunt  G.P.,  75  on  Jan.  12th  and  55  on  Nov.  17th.  Hilfield  Park 
Res.,  one  from  June  17th  to  20th;  71  on  Jan.  12th  and  50  on  Nov.  6th. 
Rye  House  Marsh,  75  on  Nov.  23rd.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  128  on  Jan. 
11th,  152  on  Dec.  24th  and  116  on  Dec.  29th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  90  on 
Jan.  10th.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  50  on  Feb.  2nd. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  ♦  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Kempton  Park  Res.  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  24  204  100  71  — 

King  George  VI  Res.  193  286  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  112 

Staines  Res.  350  982  258  80  —  14  16  59  189  167  850  1008 

Several  birds  summered  at  Staines  Res.,  no  breeding  was  suspected. 
Counts  elsewhere  did  not  exceed  60.  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park, 
two  on  Feb.  21st,  whilst  the  lake  was  frozen  (trd). 

B  The  highest  monthly  counts  were  50  in  January  and  59  in  February  at 
Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  75  on  Jan.  7th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  58  on  Jan.  5th. 
Thamesmead/Crossness,  200+  in  January  and  February  and  100+  on 
Dec.  14th. 
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S  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Bam  Elms  Res.  130  c.80  78  14  —  —  —  2  18  41  110  83 

Hogsmill  S.F.  270  200+  45  c.70  —  —  —  —  25  c.60  120  70 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  69  20  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  3  93 


The  only  counts  elsewhere  to  reach  100  were  at  Beddington  S.F.  on 
Jan.  13th  and  Hersham  G.P.  on  Jan.  5th  and  200  were  at  Island  Barn 
Res.  on  Jan.  27th. 

1984  Additional  Record 

M  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  pair  bred,  but  the  eggs  disappeared.  The 
origin  of  this  pair  was  apparently  suspect. 

70  Mallard 

1985/86.  See  Table  1.  The  index  has  remained  constant  for  two 
seasons,  but  falls  well  below  the  peak  reached  during  the  early  1960s. 

1985.  Counts  in  excess  of  300  are  given  (or  highest  county  counts 
where  these  are  lower),  together  with  some  Inner  London  breeding 
records  and  large  counts,  as  well  as  a  ringing  recovery. 

E  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  300  on  Aug.  26th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  18+  broods;  maximum  331  on  Nov.  2nd.  Cheshunt 
G.P.,35+  broods.  Panshanger,  800+  on  Jan.  19th.  Rye  Meads  S.F. , 
21  broods;  maximum  379  on  Feb.  15th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  15+  broods.  Broadwater  G.P.,  505  on  Jan.  19th.  King 
George  VI  Res.,  301  on  Jan.  12th.  Staines  Res.,  300  on  Aug.  20th, 
473  on  Nov.  17th  and  856  on  Dec.  15th.  Inner  London:  New  River 
Walk,  Nl,  219  on  Jan.  28th  and  203  on  Oct.  7th.  Regent’s  Park,  20 
pairs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park,  17+  broods;  174  on  Jan.  25th,  a  female 
seen  in  June  had  been  ringed  at  Epping  on  July  25th  1979. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  180  on  Feb.  16th. 

K  Thamesmead/Crossness  S.F.  (Halfway  Reach),  counts  frequently 
reached  500  during  the  year  but  peaked  at  600+  in  January  and 
February. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  300  on  Sept.  15th  and  510  on  Oct.  13th. 

72  Pintail 

After  poor  totals  in  1984,  this  year  saw  a  return  to  three-figure  counts 
on  the  River  Thames  in  east  London  during  January  and  February, 
although  these  were  not  repeated  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Counts  of 
more  than  two  are  given,  but  summarised  for  main  localities. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  110  on  Jan.  27th  and  Feb.  2nd,  50  on  Mar.  2nd 
(mkd),  none  were  reported  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Maximum 
elsewhere  was  eight  at  Barking  on  Jan.  15th  (cg n)  and  Fishers  Green 
on  Feb.  10th  (gjw),  up  to  two  were  at  King  George  V,  Walthamstow 
and  Wm.  Girling  Reservoirs  as  well  as  Roydon  G.P. 

H  Cassiobury  Bridge,  eight  on  Jan.  14th  (sr).  Kingsmead,  four  on  Jan. 
31st  (twg).  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  six  from  Jan.  18th  to  Feb.  28th  (rmrg). 
Up  to  two  at  Bowyers  G.P.,  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  Maple  Cross  S.F., 
Stocker’s  Lake  and  Tyttenhanger  G.P. 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  three  on  Jan.  12th  and  four  on  Feb.  17th  (pn). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  seven  on  Feb.  13th  and  four  on  Dec.  28th  (bar, 
rjs).  Staines  Res. ,  up  to  nine  in  January,  but  20  on  Feb.  2nd  (jh)  rose 
suddenly  to  65  on  Feb.  3rd  (35  flew  W)  (avm,  pn),  13  in  March;  the 
first  back  was  on  Oct.  12th,  then  five  in  November  and  four  in 
December.  Elsewhere  up  to  two  at  Broadwater  G.P.,  Kempton 
Park,  Wood  Green  and  Wraysbury  Reservoirs. 
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B  Up  to  two  at  Horton  and  Tilehouse  (North)  G.Ps.  Wraysbury  G.P., 
13  on  Jan.  5th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  23  on  Jan.  11th  (dd).  Stone  Marsh,  six  from  Feb. 
16th  to  18th  (ajm,  rpm).  Thamesmead/Crossness  S.F.,  15  on  Jan. 
7th,  100+  on  Feb.  16th  and  up  to  six  at  the  end  of  the  year  (pe h). 
Elsewhere  no  more  than  two  were  at  Littlebrook  G.P.  and  Seven- 
oaks  Reserve. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Feb.  10th  (jppw).  Up  to  two  at  Beddington 
S.F.,  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  Island  Barn  Res.,  Richmond  Park  and  the 
River  Mole  at  Hersham. 

73  Garganey 

Autumn  records  outnumbered  spring  records  by  about  2:1;  birds 
were  present  in  southwest  London  throughout  the  autumn,  although 
only  in  very  small  numbers.  The  first  bird  arrived  on  Apr.  3rd  and  the 
last  was  seen  on  Nov.  2nd  -  the  third  year  in  a  row  (and  only  the 
fourth  time  ever)  one  has  appeared  in  November.  All  records  are 
given. 

E  Barking  Bay,  a  pair  on  Apr.  6th  (cg n).  Fishers  Green,  a  cf  from  June 
8th  to  11th  (gjw). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  from  Aug.  23rd  to  25th  (rmrg). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  singles  on  many  dates  between  July  26th  and 
Sept.  30th,  but  two  present  between  July  26th  and  Aug.  12th  and 
from  Aug.  23rd  to  Sept.  11th  (cl,  rjs  et  al.).  King  George  VI  Res., 
one  on  Nov.  2nd  (cib).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  $  between  Apr.  3rd  and 
24th  (igj  et  al.)  and  one  on  Sept.  18th  (gmh).  Staines  Res.,  singles 
from  June  11th  to  14th  (rjs  et  al.)  and  from  July  14th  to  30th  (igj  et 
al.),  two  on  Aug.  1st  (apg,  igj)  and  then  singles  on  six  dates  between 
Aug.  13th  and  Sept.  10th  probably  only  involved  two  birds  (tjd,  igj, 
rjs  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  3rd  (gdjm,  apm).  Hogsmill  S.F., 
one  on  Sept.  28th  (wri,  jg).  Lonsdale  Road  Res. ,  a  pair  on  May  16th 
(adt). 

75  Shoveler 

1985/86.  See  Table  1.  A  marked  increase  to  the  level  of  several  years 
ago,  following  a  fall  during  the  last  two  seasons. 

1985.  Winter  totals  remained  relatively  static  and  probably  even 
declined  slightly  in  southwest  London.  However  the  total  of  five 
successful  breeding  pairs  makes  this  the  best  year  ever  for  this  species 
in  London.  The  partly  flooded  south  basin  at  Staines  Res.  proved  to 
be  an  ideal  habitat  (albeit  a  transient  one)  for  nesting  ducks  in  1985. 
Larger  counts  in  each  sector,  together  with  all  details  of  breeding  and 
summering  birds,  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  130  on  Jan.  19th  and  100  on  Dec.  31st. 
Walthamstow  Res.,  two  pairs  summered  but  did  not  nest;  peak 
counts  were:  150  on  Sept.  21st,  213  on  Oct.  17th  and  104  on  Dec. 
15th.  West  Thurrock,  50  on  Jan.  13th  was  the  highest  Thames-side 
count.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  200  on  Sept.  1st. 

H  Broxboume  G.P.,  121  on  Nov.  17th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  cf  sum¬ 
mered;  110  on  Nov.  16th.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  two  pairs  summered;  117 
on  Feb.  12th  and  120  on  Oct.  25th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  cf  summered; 
300  on  Jan.  13th,  160  on  Nov.  29th  and  135  on  Dec.  28th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  pair  bred.  Broadwater  G.P.,  220  on  Feb.  15th. 
Kempton  Park  Res.,  a  pair  was  present  in  May.  King  George  VI 
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Res. ,  214  on  Sept.  15th  and  365  on  Oct.  6th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F. ,  124  on 
Sept.  14th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  110  on  Jan.  13th  and  198  on  Sept.  25th. 
Staines  Res.,  four  pairs  bred  raising  at  least  20  young;  200  on  Jan. 
11th,  263  on  Aug.  19th,  149  on  Oct.  13th  and  209  on  Dec.  1st. 
Wraysbury  Res.,  290  on  Jan.  7th  and  100  on  Nov.  21st.  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  50  on  Dec.  20th.  Regent’s  Park,  41  on 
Feb.  11th  and  38  on  Mar.  18th.  St.  James’s  Park,  42  on  Dec.  7th. 
B  Horton  G.P.,  c.  150  on  Jan.  22nd  and  140  on  Feb.  12th.  Queen 
Mother  Res.,  210  on  Jan.  29th  and  123  on  Dec.  30th. 

K  LittlebrookG.  P.,25  on  Jan.  7th.  Thamesmead/CrossnessS.F.,40on 
Jan.  7th  and  34  on  Feb.  14th.  The  highest  count  elsewhere  was  of  14 
at  Erith  Marshes  on  Mar.  7th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  150  in  January,  138  in  February  and  115  in 
December.  Hersham,  100+  on  Dec.  1st.  Island  Barn  Res.,  313  on 
Dec.  22nd.  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  120  on  Dec.  18th.  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  Res.,  230  on  Sept.  15th,  238  on  Oct.  13th  and  280  on  Dec.  15th. 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  74  on  Mar.  7th. 

76  Red-crested  Pochard 

See  also  Appendix  I 

Only  a  selection  of  records  is  published  in  this  section  (and  their 
appearance  here  provides  no  guarantee  of  wildness),  the  remainder 
appear  in  Appendix  I.  It  is  clear  that  a  substantial  population 
emanating  from  the  Inner  London  parks,  and  usually  based  in  the 
Barn  Elms/Lonsdale  Road  Reservoirs  area  in  the  autumn,  gives  rise 
to  many  of  the  sightings  in  London.  This  inevitably  confuses  the 
picture.  The  birds  least  likely  to  have  a  captive  origin  are  probably 
those  that  arrive  from  the  east  during  the  winter  in  cold  weather  with 
other  diving  duck. 

E  Valentines  Park,  Ilford,  a  §  on  Feb.  13th  and  22nd  (cg n). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  a  pair  on  Jan.  5th  and  singles  on  Apr.  20th  and 
Sept.  14th  (psaa,  pf  et  al.). 

M  Golders  Hill  Park,  NW11,  a  9  from  Sept.  8th  to  22nd  (pjc).  Queen 
Mary  G.P.,  an  immature  cf  on  Aug.  26th  (hrg).  Staines  Res.,  an 
immature  cf  from  Aug.  23rd  to  26th  (jah,  pn,  rjs  et  al.)  and  a  cf 
from  Oct.  13th  to  22nd  and  27th  (apg^,  cww  et  al.). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Oct.  26th  (mh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  adult  cf  on  Jan.  14th  arrived  with  an  influx  of 
Tufted  Duck  (nps). 

77  Pochard 

1985/6.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  have  remained  relatively  stable  since 
1982/83. 

1985.  Breeding  season  records  and  largest  sector  counts  during  the 
winter  are  given.  At  least  38  pairs  bred  successfully,  a  good  year  by 
recent  standards.  Winter  totals  remain  unspectacular. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  155  on  Jan.  19th.  River  Thames  at  Rainham, 
150  on  Feb.  16th  was  the  highest  Thames-side  count.  Walthamstow 
Res. ,  six  broods  hatched;  375  on  Jan.  5th  rose  to  620  by  Jan.  12th;  200 
on  Dec.  29th. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  ‘several’  broods.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  118  on  Jan.  19th 
and  166  on  Feb.  16th  were  the  only  counts  over  100  in  this  sector. 
Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  two  pairs  present,  only  one  nested. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  two  broods. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Brent  Res. ,  at  least  three  pairs  bred; 
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310  on  Jan.  6th.  Broadwater  G.P.,  201  on  Jan.  12th  and  231  on  Feb. 
3rd;  200  on  Dec.  22nd.  Staines  Res.,  233  on  Oct.  27th  and  662  on 
Dec.  15th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  20  pairs  bred;  66  on  Nov. 
3rd.  St.  James’s  Park,  at  least  two  broods. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred;  138  on  Feb.  16th,  100  on  Mar.  2nd 
and  160  on  Nov.  6th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  75  on  Jan.  9th.  Littlebrook  G.P.,  110  on  Sept.  15th, 
109  on  Oct.  20th  and  110  on  Dec.  4th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  up  to  eight  in  May  and  two  in  June ;  monthly  maxima 
were  530  in  January  and  224  in  February;  and  less  than  100  present  in 
November.  No  counts  elsewhere  exceeded  50.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  a 
female  in  May  and  June  and  a  pair  on  July  8th. 

80  Tufted  Duck 

1985/86.  See  Table  1.  Although  the  index  has  remained  constant  for 
the  last  five  seasons,  it  stands  at  barely  half  the  level  of  the  early  1970s. 

1985.  An  excellent  year  for  breeding  birds,  and  in  terms  of  broods 
reported  the  best  year  ever.  Part  of  this  increase  is  due  to  rises  in 
Herts,  and  Inner  London,  where  figures  almost  doubled.  Doubtless 
this  improvement  merely  reflects  more  thorough  observer  coverage 
rather  than  any  true  upsurge. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts. 

Middx. 

London 

Bucks. 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1984 

Broods 

77 

50 

20 

22 

1 

4 

12 

186 

Sites 

8 

8 

7 

1 

1 

3 

4 

32 

1985 

Broods 

65 

94 

16 

48 

— 

5 

10 

238 

Sites 

9 

13 

7 

4 

— 

3 

5 
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Concentrations  of  ten  or  more  broods  were  reported  from:  (E) 
Walthamstow  Res.  (35);  (H)  AmwellG.P.  (27),  CheshuntG.P.  (18), 
Rye  Meads  S.F.  (30),  Stocker’s  Lake  (10);  (IL)  St.  James’s  Park  (18) 
and  Regent’s  Park  (18). 

Whilst  the  coverage  during  the  moult  period  was  by  no  means 
complete,  it  was  considerably  better  than  in  recent  years.  The 
following  August  counts  were  received:  (E)  King  George  V  Res. 
(584),  Walthamstow  Res.  (1,194),  Wm.  Girling  Res.  (302);  (H) 
Broxbourne  G.P.  (304);  (M)  Broadwater  G.P.  (600),  King  George 
VI  Res.  (401),  Staines  Res.  (200);  Wraysbury  Res.  (605);  (S)  Bam 
Elms  Res.  (280)  and  Island  Barn  Res.  (c.200).  In  addition  to  the 
above  counts  were  two  notable  counts  in  September,  not  at  waters 
listed  above:  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (520)  and  Walton  Res.  (447).  The  total 
for  August  is  an  impressive  4,670,  clearly  the  actual  amount  of  birds 
moulting  in  London  greatly  exceeds  5,000  and  could  well  approach 
the  6,600  counted  in  mid-August  during  the  survey  year  of  1979. 

All  counts  outside  the  moulting  season  of  over  500  are  given  below, 
or  the  sector  maxima  where  these  are  lower. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  590  on  Jan.  19th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  1,190  on 
Feb.  17th  and  752  on  Sept.  23rd. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  594  on  Jan.  11th,  679  on  Feb.  16th  and  409  on  Dec. 
29th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  607  on  Jan.  12th  and  500  on  Dec.  22nd.  Inner 
London:  St.  James’s  Park,  450  on  Jan.  22nd  and  309  on  Dec.  7th. 
B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  550  on  Jan.  9th  and  614  on  Nov.  29th. 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  274  on  Feb.  16th  and  392  on  Nov.  17th  were  the 
lowest  counts  from  this  site  for  many  years. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  110  on  Oct.  20th.  Thamesmead,  200+  on  Feb. 
24th  and  150  on  Dec.  14th.  No  other  counts  exceeded  100. 


f 


\ 


above:  Red-throated  Diver  at  Wrays  bury  G.P.,  December 


below:  Eider  at  Queen  Mother  Res.,  November  1985. 
( Photos :  G.  M.  Haig). 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  1,120  in  January,  740  in  February  and  300  in 
September,  November  and  December.  Walton  Res.,  233  on  Oct. 
13th  and  238  on  Nov.  29th. 


81  Scaup 

A  major  influx  took  place  in  January  as  a  result  of  the  bitter  weather 
prevalent  at  the  time,  as  many  as  50  birds  were  involved  with  the 
majority  (45)  occurring  between  Jan.  14th  and  19th;  many  flocks  of 
five,  and  one  of  six,  were  reported.  It  remains  quite  impossible  to 
determine  how  much  duplication  between  sites  took  place,  since 
many  of  the  flocks  were  present  on  one  day  only.  Whilst  this 
movement  was  impressive  it  does  not  compare  with  the  big  flocks 
seen  in  previous  cold  spells,  e.g.  26  in  the  Barn  Elms  area  in  February 
1947,  20  on  Queen  Mary  Res.  in  March  1954  and  100+  on  the  River 
Thames  at  Stone  in  February  1963.  All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  one  on  Feb.  2nd  and  Mar.  23rd  (pjv).  Nazeing 
G.P.,  two  on  Jan.  15th  and  one  from  Feb.  16th  to  18th  (gjw).  River 
Thames  at  Rainham,  three  on  Jan.  19th,  two  on  Feb.  3rd  and  one  on 
Feb.  16th  (mkd,  cg,  paw).  Roydon  G.P.,  five  on  Jan.  18th  (ahs). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  7th,  up  to  five  from  Jan.  16th  to  the 
end  of  February  (pf,  tg  et  al. )  and  two  on  Feb.  27th  (jf)  ;  two  on  Oct. 
17th  (gjw).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  a  cf  from  Apr.  13th  to  27th,  May  5th 
and  6th  (jf,  cg/i  et  al.);  one  on  Oct.  19th  (gjw). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  9  from  Feb.  3rd  to  10th  (gjw).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  a 
9  on  Oct.  14th  (trd n,  mcrg).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  a  9  on  Jan.  19th 
(gjw).  Stocker’s  Lake,  an  immature  cf  on  Feb.  3rd  (hpeg)  and 
another  on  Dec.  28th  and  29th  (rrd,  rbh).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  one  on 
Feb.  17th  (hpeg). 

M  Brent  Res. ,  three  (2  cf  cf )  on  Jan.  19th,  then  two  9  9  remained  until 
Feb.  28th  (rb  etai).  Broadwater  G.P.,  a  9  on  Jan.  14th  (igj)  and  an 
immature  cf  on  16th  had  been  present  since  1984  (see  below)  (cib) 
but  six  (2  cf  Cf )  on  Jan.  19th  (trdw,  dr)  and  an  immature  cf  on  Apr. 
5th  (cib).  Staines  Res.,  five  (2  cfcf)  on  Oct.  23rd  (igj,  mp)  and  a  9 
on  Nov.  17th  (jah).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  a  cf  on  Dec.  15th  (jf). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  a  9  °n  Jan.  19th  (gmh,  rjs  et  al.)  and  Nov.  27th 
(avm). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  two  from  Nov.  23rd  to  Dec.  12th  (five  dates) 
(cdrh,  paw  etai).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  9  on  Nov.  28th  (cdrh)  and 
two  on  Dec.  15th  (cl). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P. ,  a  cf  on  Feb.  13th  (ajm,  rpm)  and  one  on  Sept.  10th 
(ceb).  Ruxley  G.P. ,  five  9  9  on  ^an-  18th  (md)  and  a  cf  on  Feb.  19th 
(do). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  an  immature  cf  on  Jan.  1 1th,  a  9  on  Jan.  16th,  20th 
and  Feb.  16th,  a  pair  on  Mar.  23rd;  an  immature  cf  on  Nov.  19th 
(rbh,  nps,  jppw).  Island  Barn  Res. ,  five  9  9  on  Jan.  14th  (gmh)  and 
one  on  27th  (ml).  Lonsdale  Road  Res. ,  a  cf  on  Feb.  27th,  a  pair  from 
Mar.  18th  to  26th,  the  9  remaining  until  Apr.  2nd  (rbh,  bm,  jppw) 
(see  Bam  Elms  above).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  a  9  on  Jan.  20th 
(avm).  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  a  9  on  Jan. 
19th  and  a  cf  on  Feb.  11th  (bm). 

1984  Additional  Record 

M  Broadwater/Moorhall  G.P.,  a  9  from  Jan.  17th  to  Apr.  21st  (art, 
rdnhs  etai.);  an  immature  cf  from  Dec.  27th  into  1985  (cib).  Staines 
Res.,  a  9  front  Dec.  2nd  to  9th  (pr£  et  al). 
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Aythya  hybrids 

It  has  been  the  policy  in  recent  years  to  publish  all  records  of 
apparent  Aythya  hybrids,  however,  this  year  the  records  rose 
significantly  on  both  sides  of  London,  but  particularly  in  the  Lea 
Valley.  We  thank  observers  for  the  increasing  vigilance  necessary  to 
distinguish  these  hybrids  from  Scaup,  but  space  will  not  allow 
publication  of  all  records  this  year. 

82  Eider 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  an  immature  9  on  Nov.  4th  was  still  present  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  in  August  1986  (cl  et  al.). 

The  23rd  occurrence  of  this  sea  duck,  on  a  typical  date,  at  a  typical 
site  and  a  typically  long  stay.  Clearly  the  freshwater  mussels  that 
abound  in  London’s  waters  are  much  appreciated  by  deep-diving 
ducks.  (See  photograph  opposite  p.  41). 


86  Long-tailed  Duck 


• 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  cf  from  Oct.  27th  until  the  end  of  the  year 
(dbw,  jf,  pf  et  al.). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  $  on  Jan.  8th  (jht). 

M  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  a  9/immature  on  Jan.  17th  (tg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  $9  from  Nov.  20th  until  the  end  of  the  year 
(cdrh  et  al.). 

Four  records  in  one  year  is  about  average.  Two  of  these  arrived 
during  the  Arctic  weather  in  January  -  interestingly  only  a  small 
proportion  of  London’s  records  have  coincided  with  cold  spells.  This 
is  another  deep-diving  duck  likely  to  feed  on  freshwater  molluscs 
whilst  in  the  London  Area. 
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87  Common  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  two  on  Feb.  10th  (rl«)  and  a  cf  from  Oct.  19th 
to  21st  (jf,  gjw).  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (sjg) 
and  seven  on  Jan.  19th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  19th 
(jf)  and  singles  on  Oct.  7th  (adllL  Nov.  1st  (jgc)  and  on  Nov.  15th 
(pf).  Wanz  Lake,  Dagenham,  a  $  on  Dec.  16th  (kb).  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  one  on  June  16th  (pjv). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  four  (2cf  Cf)  on  Jan.  26th  (cib,  pn  et  al.),  two 
$  $  remaining  until  Mar.  3ra;  one  $  from  Nov.  30th  to  Dec.  21st  (cl, 
pn  et  al.).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  $9  on  Jan.  19th  (hrgL  four 
(2cfcf)  on  Jan.  20th  (then  moved  to  King  George  VI)  (mo);  four 
fatfcf)  on  July  10th  (nps)  and  a  cf  on  Nov.  15th  (cib).  Staines  Res., 
a  cf  on  Apr.  10th  (gmh).  Wraysbury  Res.,  six  on  Nov.  22nd  (ro). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  pair  on  Mar.  17th  (mo). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  a  cf  on  Mar.  1st  (bpa)  and  a  young  cf  on  July  5th 
(nps).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  a  §  on  Apr.  2nd  (jdf  et  al.).  Inner 
London:  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  a  cf  on  Aug.  1st  (bm). 

A  good  series  of  records  involving  about  41  birds  spread  over  ten 
months  of  the  year.  18  of  these  appeared  during  January  and 
February. 

89  Velvet  Scoter 

There  were  ten  records  involving  20  birds,  all  but  one  of  these  arrived 
during  the  freezing  conditions  in  January  and  February.  In  no 
previous  year  have  there  been  more  than  six  records  and  the  total  of 
20  birds  has  only  been  exceeded  once  -  in  1948  when  27  birds  arrived 
in  October  and  November,  including  a  flock  of  20  at  Staines  Res. 
This  is  a  species  that  typically  appears  during  cold  weather. 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  one  on  Jan.  19th  (rl«)  and  another  from  Apr. 
13th  to  24th  (AJGy  etal.).  Walthamstow  Res. ,  four  on  Jan.  18th  (tg  et 
al.)  (then  moved  to  King  George  V  and  Wm.  Girling);  two  on  Nov. 
18th  and  19th,  one  staying  until  26th  (jgc,  gjw  et  al.).  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  three  on  Jan.  19th  and  two  on  20th  (jf,  pjv  et  al.). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  young  cf  on  Feb.  11th  (adw). 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  one  from  Jan.  26th  to  Feb.  23rd  (cib,  rbh,  pn 
et  al.).  Wraysbury  Res.,  four  (2cfcf)  on  Jan.  19th  (mo). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  two  from  Jan.  16th  to  27th  (mo)  and  a  pair  from 
Feb.  19th  to  Mar.  2nd  (trd«  et  al.). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  two  cfcf  on  Jan.  19th  (rah,  sjs  et  al.). 

91  Goldeneye 

1985/86.  See  Table  1.  A  slight  recovery  after  the  fall  in  the  previous 
season,  but  numbers  remain  well  down  on  the  level  reached  in  the 
early  1980s. 

1985.  It  is  difficult  to  make  any  rational  comment  on  this  species, 
nevertheless  it  is  evident  that  it  has  undergone  a  steady  increase  since 
at  least  the  1940s.  It  then  appears  that  a  peak  was  reached  in  the 
1981/2  winter.  The  table  below  documents  peak  monthly  counts  for 
all  waters  where  they  exceeded  ten  in  any  one  month  (these  only 
represent  monthly  maxima  and  are  not  co-ordinated  counts).  Whilst 
it  is  awkward  to  compare  figures  in  this  format  compared  with  their 
presentation  in  previous  years,  it  does  seem  likely  that  the  total  of 
426*  in  February  (with  at  least  another  50  birds  on  other  waters) 
could  well  represent  something  of  an  all  time  historical  high. 
Presumably  birds  may  have  been  forced  into  the  Area  by  the  cold 
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weather,  although  it  is  not  a  species  that  has  traditionally  been 
associated  with  these  conditions. 


Jan 

I  Fishers  Green  17 

King  George  V/Wm.  Girling  Res.  56 

Broxbourne  G.P.  12 

Cheshunt  G.P.  8 

Stocker’s  Lake  9 

Broadwater  G.P.  40 

King  George  VI  Res.  8 

Queen  Mary  Res.  72 

Shepperton  G.P.  18 

Staines  Res.  1 

Wraysbury  Res.  40 

Wraysbury  G.P.  7 

Barn  Elms  Res.  27 

Island  Barn  Res.  3 

Walton  Res.  10 

Totals  328 


Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

6 

7 

66 

85 

70 

— 

3 

20 

40 

13 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

10 

10 

— 

1 

— 

9 

9 

14 

26 

14 

— 

1 

10 

16 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

12 

— 

3 

8 

6 

9 

10 

78 

15 

6 

— 

2 

31 

17 

22 

8 

— 

— 

— 

4 

17 

20 

40 

2 

2 

4 

5 

40 

45 

54 

34 

— 

_ 

2 

27 

64 

43 

36 

— 

— 

18 

16 

24 

1 

21 

9 

— 

— 

1 

2 

29 

49 

78 

— 

— 

6 

26 

3 

426 

351 

255 

13 

16 

122 

236 

Details  of  summering  birds,  highest  sector  counts  if  not  included 
above  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  One  bird  summered  at  King  George  V  and  Wm.  Girling  Reservoirs 
and  two  more  at  Walthamstow  Res. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  ten  flew  over  on  Jan.  16th  (trd).  St. 

James’s  Park,  a  pair  on  Mar.  20th  and  five  on  Mar.  23rd  (kn). 

K  Blue  Lake,  Northfleet,  seven  on  Feb.  16th.  Littlebrook  G.P. ,  ten  on 
Jan.  20th.  No  other  counts  exceeded  four. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  two  99  on  Feb. 
18th  (bm). 

*  It  is  important  to  realise  that  this  figure  does  not  take  into  account  any 
duplication  that  may  have  taken  place  between  adjacent  waters  on  different 
dates,  nevertheless  they  are  felt  to  be  reasonably  realistic  totals. 


Weekends 


1  =  Jan.  5th/6th 

2  =  Jan.  12th/13th 

3  =  Jan.  19th/20th 

4  =  Jan.  26th/27th 

5  =  Feb.  2nd/3rd 


6  =  Feb.  9th/10th 

7  =  Feb.  16th/17th 

8  =  Feb.  23rd/24th 

9  =  Mar.  2nd/3rd 
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1985.  The  histogram  (above)  and  the  table  (below)  illustrate  well  the 
peaks  of  the  influxes  that  took  place  in  January  and  February,  which 
proved  to  be  the  best  year  for  Smew  for  at  least  20  years.  In  recent 
years  a  tendency  for  more  widespread  occurrence  involving  smaller 
flocks  has  become  established,  and  indeed  in  1985  records  were 
received  from  54  sites  -  probably  more  than  ever  before.  The 
histogram  is  based  on  daily  counts  from  January  to  early  March. 
Inevitably  a  marked  weekend  bias  is  apparent,  but  the  build-up  of 
numbers  is  easily  seen  reaching  a  peak  on  the  weekend  of  19th/20th, 
with  an  impressive  total  of  140  being  counted  on  the  latter  date. 
Counts  then  declined  somewhat  and  levelled  off  until  early  February 
before  falling  dramatically  by  the  weekend  of  9th/10th.  Clearly  an 
exodus  out  of  the  Area  took  place  at  this  time,  before  a  return  of  the 
cold  weather  in  mid-February  precipitated  a  resurgence  of  numbers 
(if  some  of  the  same  birds  were  involved  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
where  they  may  have  gone).  The  count  of  206  during  the  second  half 
of  January  (see  table)  may  have  inflated  the  actual  total  present  at 
this  time,  certainly  not  helped  by  the  incredible  mobility  of  this  duck, 
but  it  is  felt  that  it  gives  a  good  broad  impression  of  totals  present  at 
the  time. 


Jan.  1st 

Jan.  14th 

Feb.  1st 

Feb.  14th 

Mar.  1st 

Mar.  16th 

to  13th 

to  31st 

to  13th 

to  28th 

to  15th 

to  31st 

fin  Fishers  Green 

1 

40 

23 

20 

26 

— 

(El  Kins  George  V  Res. 

(El  Walthamstow  Res. 

— 

1 

13 

11 

7 

2 

— 

(H)  Cheshunt  G.P. 

— 

— 

9 

1 

1 

— 

(H)  Rye  Meads  S.F. 

— 

6 

— 

3 

— 

— 

(Hj  Troy  Mill  G.P. 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

(Ml  Hampton  Filter  Beds 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Ml  Queen  Mary  G.P. 

2 

2 

6 

3 

1 

1 

(Ml  Queen  Mary  Res. 

1 

21 

6 

23 

— 

1 

(Ml  Shepperton  G.P. 

3 

31 

2 

12 

— 

— 

(M)  Wraysbury  Res. 

8 

12 

25 

12 

1 

5 

(B1  Horton  G.P. 

5 

13 

10 

3 

— 

— 

(B)  Wraysbury  G.P. 

3 

15 

13 

14 

4 

5 

(K)  Northfleet 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(SI  Barn  Elms  Res. 

1 

9 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(S)  Island  Bam  Res. 

— 

19 

1 

10 

— 

— 

(S)  Queen  Eliz.  II  Res. 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

27 

206 

112 

109 

35 

12 

Localities  where  less  than  five  birds  were  seen  between  January  and 
April  (with  maxima  for  each  site  in  parentheses),  the  last  record  of 
the  spring,  as  well  as  all  records  from  the  second  part  of  the  winter  are 
given  below. 

E  Barking  Bay  (3),  Beckton  (2),  Fairlop  G.P.  (4),  Nazeing  G.P.  (4), 
Netherhall  G.P.  (1),  West  Thurrock  (2),  Roydon  G.P.  (3),  South 
Ockendon  (3),  Stubbers  G.P.  (1),  Wm.  Girling  Res,  (2)  and 
Valentines  Park,  Ilford  (1).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  9  on  Dec.  1st. 

H  Singles  at  Amwell  G.P.,  Broxbourne  G.P.,  Helicon  G.P.  and 
Stocker’s  Lake  and  two  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  and  Pynesfield  G.P. 

M  Brent  Res.  (2),  Broadwater  G.P.  (3),  Hampton  Court,  five  flew  over 
on  Jan.  26th,  King  George  VI  Res.  (2)  and  Little  Britain  Lake  (1). 
Hampton  Filter  Beds,  two  $$  from  Dec.  7th  to  15th.  Wraysbury 
Res.,  three  (lcf)  on  Dec.  22nd. 

B  Langley  Park  (1)  and  Tilehouse  G.P.  (North)  (2).  Horton  G.P.,  a  $ 
on  Nov.  30th,  two  (lcf)  on  Dec.  21st  had  risen  to  eight  (3cfcf)  by 
Dec.  29th.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  an  immature  cf  on  Nov.  20th,  two  (Idj 
on  21st  and  up  to  four  (lcf)  in  December. 

K  Foots  Cray  (1),  Littlebrook  G.P.  (1),  Ruxley  G.P.  (4),  St.  Paul’s 
Cray  (2),  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (1)  and  Stone  Marsh  (1). 

S  Holmethoipe  S.P.  (5),  Long  Ditton  (1),  Richmond  Park  (4)  -  the  last 
bird  was  still  present  on  Apr.  1st  -,  River  Ember  (7),  River  Mole  at 
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Hersham  (1),  River  Thames  at  Kingston  (2),  Surbiton  (1)  and 
Teddington  (3). 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser 

An  impressive  invasion  took  place  during  the  first  few  months  of  the 
year  associated  with  the  bitter  weather.  Although  it  is  difficult  to 
assess  the  true  totals  involved,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  figures  reached 
those  of  the  other  major  influxes  in  1956  and  1979.  Arrivals  (or 
recirculating  birds)  were  spread  over  several  months.  All  records  are 
given  and  refer  to  redheads  (where  known)  unless  otherwise  stated. 

E  Fishers  Green,  a  cf  from  Feb.  28th  to  Mar.  9th  (gjw,  adw  et  al.). 
King  George  V  Res. ,  one  from  Jan.  19th  to  26th  (pab,  pjv),  two  cf  cf 
on  Feb.  3rd,  and  one  cf  on  16th  and  Mar.  9th  (jf,  pjv).  Nazeing  G.P. , 
a  cf  on  Mar.  5th  (gjw  et  al.).  River  Thames  at  Barking  Bay,  a  cf  on 
Jan.  15th,  15  on  Feb.  22nd  and  three  on  23rd  (kb,  cgai).  River 
Thames  at  Rainham,  a  cf  on  Jan.  12th,  a  pair  on  27th,  six  from  Feb. 
9th  to  28th  (mkd,  gmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  cf  on  Jan.  19th,  two 
Cf  Cf  on  20th,  and  three  cf  Cf  on  29th  and  30th  and  then  two  cf  cf  on 
Feb.  14th  and  17th  (jf,  tg,  jgc  et  al.). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  cf  from  Mar.  16th  to  17th  (gjw  et  al.).  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  two  cfcf  on  Apr.  28th  (tj).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  three  (lcf)  on 
Jan.  15th  and  16th  (cib,  paw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  four  (2ucf)  on  Jan.  22nd  (rb).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one 
on  Jan.  15th  and  16th  (jh  et  al.),  three  (lm  on  Jan.  19th  and  20th, 
one  on  26th,  a  pair  on  Feb.  16th  was  joined  by  a  cf  on  17th,  the  cf 
remained  until  23rd  (mo).  Wood  Green  Res.,  a  cf  on  Feb.  18th 
(apbr).  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  sub-adult  cf  on  Jan.  16th,  and  one  from 
Jan.  18th  to  22nd  (cdrh  et  al.). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  one  from  Jan.  17th  to  22nd  (gmh,  cl  et  al.)-,  one 
on  Dec.  11th  (rjs).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (cdrh),  three 
on  Jan.  19th  (rrg,  pgws)  and  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (jgca). 

K  Blue  Lake,  Northfleet,  one  on  Jan.  22nd  (ap).  Downham,  a  pair  on 
Jan.  8th  (dd).  Ruxley  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  19th  (brg).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  a  cf  from  Jan.  21st  to  27th  (rht,  jt).  Stone  Marsh,  two 
from  Feb.  16th  to  18th  (ajm  et  al.). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  two  from  Jan.  22nd  to  26th  (ran,  nps),  one  on  Feb. 
12th  (on  the  Thames),  19th  and  a  cf  on  Feb.  22nd  (rb,  nps,  jppwL 
one  on  Oct.  25th  (rbh).  Ham  Lands  (marina),  two  on  Jan.  22nd  (jh). 
Holmethorpe  S.P.,  a  cf  from  Feb.  17th  to  Mar.  3rd  (jdf).  Island 
Barn  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  13th  to  20th  and  on  Feb.  11th  (ml  et  al.). 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  11  (4cfcf)on  Jan.  20th,  three  remaining  on 
24th  (rbh,  avm,  pn  etal.).  River  Mole  at  Hersham,  one  on  Feb.  3rd 
(rjh).  Walton  Res. ,  two  cf  Cf  on  Jam  20th  (paw)  and  singles  on  Feb. 
1st,  3rd  and  Mar.  17th  (dgai,  rbh,  jppw).  Inner  London:  River 
Thames  at  Blackfriars  Bridge,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (rs)  and  at  Chelsea 
Reach  on  Feb.  18th  (bm). 

95  Goosander 

1985/86.  See  Table  1.  Although  the  index  fell  slightly,  numbers  in  fact 
were  noticeably  higher  than  in  most  recent  seasons. 

1985.  The  Arctic  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  precipitated 
the  biggest  influx  since  the  1962/63  winter.  During  the  weekend  of 
Jan.  19th/20th  over  668  birds  were  present  in  the  London  Area. 
Totals  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  frequently  rose  above  200  and  on  one 
occasion  (Jan.  16th)  a  huge  total  of  440  amassed  to  roost.  Peak 
monthly  counts  in  each  sector  are  given  as  well  as  details  of  a 
summering  bird. 
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E  Fishers  Green,  22  on  Jan.  18th  and  ten  on  Mar.  1st.  King  George  V 
and  Wm.  Girling  Reservoirs,  96  on  Jan.  19th,  52  on  Feb.  17th  and 
Mar.  17th,  ten  in  April  and  33  in  December.  Nazeing  G.P.,  18  on 
Jan.  15th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  24  on  Jan.  17th  and  19th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  26  on  Jan.  16th  and  14  on  Feb.  19th.  Hilfield  Park 
Res.,  23  on  Jan.  19th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  13  flew  over  on  Jan.  15th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  a  cf  summered  and  was  seen  intermittently  up  to 
Sept.  16th,  it  was  found  dead  on  Sept.  22nd.  Broadwater  G.P.,  17  on 
Jan.  17th.  Bushy  Park,  11  flew  over  on  Jan.  20th.  King  George  VI 
Res.,  34  on  Jan.  19th,  51  on  Feb.  17th  and  31  on  Mar.  13th.  Queen 
Mary  Res. ,  31  on  Jan.  8th  rose  to  98  by  13th  and  then  to  a  massive  440 
on  16th  (the  highest  count  in  London  since  1963),  falling  to  180  on 
18th  and  144  on  19th  before  increasing  again  to  206  on  20th  and  260 
on  26th.  Numbers  then  fluctuated  somewhat  but  peaked  in  February 
with  230  on  19th  and  in  March  with  55  on  6th;  ten  on  Nov.  30th  and  11 
on  Dec.  27th.  Staines  Res.,  22  on  Mar.  10th  and  18  on  Dec.  27th. 
Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  19  on  Jan.  13th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  up  to  70  in 
late  January  and  56  on  Feb.  16th.  Flocks  of  c.  100  on  Jan.  23rd  and  50 
on  Mar.  17th  were  seen  flying  over  Laleham  and  Charlton,  respec¬ 
tively,  towards  Queen  Mary  Res. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  14  on  Jan.  22nd.  Queen  Mother  Res.,  23  on  Jan.  20th. 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  30  flew  over  on  Jan.  30th  and  14  on  Mar.  17th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  42  in  January  and  18  on  Feb.  1st.  River  Thames 
at  Crossness,  25  flew  upriver  on  Jan.  18th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  11  on  Jan.  16th.  Island  Barn  Res.,  65  on  Jan.  19th 
and  20th  and  45  on  Feb.  23rd.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  12  on  Jan. 
20th  and  Dec.  24th.  River  Ember  at  Molesey,  up  to  14  in  mid- 
January.  River  Mole  at  Esher,  c.20  on  Jan.  20th.  River  Thames  at 
Ham,  27  on  Jan.  18th.  Thorpe  Water  Park,  125  on  Jan.  29th.  Walton 
Res.,  53  on  Jan.  20th,  47  on  Feb.  3rd  and  15  on  Mar.  17th. 


96  Ruddy  Duck 

1985/86.  See  Table  1.  The  index  more  than  doubled,  this  is  the  second 
consecutive  season  in  which  appreciable  numbers  have  appeared  in 
January  and  February. 

1985.  The  relentless  advance  of  this  Nearctic  duck  as  a  winter  visitor 
continues  unabated.  The  highest  individual  flock  reached  57  this  year 
and  it  has  now  become  widespread  in  all  parts  of  our  Area,  although 
its  stronghold  remains  in  southwest  and  west  London.  Successflil 
breeding  was  reported  from  the  Colne  Valley  for  the  third  year  in  a 
row. 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  two  in  January,  five  on  Feb.  17th;  one  on  Nov. 
30th  and  two  on  Dec.  2nd.  Nazeing  G.P.,  three  on  Feb.  14th. 
Netherhall  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  14th.  Paynes  Lane  G.P.,  one  from 
Dec.  12th  to  31st.  Walthamstow  Res.,  up  to  six  from  Jan.  16th  to 
27th,  up  to  five  from  Feb.  20th  to  23rd  and  one  on  Mar.  3rd  and  4th; 
one  on  Dec.  7th  and  29th. 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  three  on  Oct.  31st.  Amwell  G.P.,  a  cf  from  Mar. 
2nd  to  May  5th  and  one  from  Aug.  18th  to  22nd.  Bowyers  G.P.,  one 
from  Jan.  1st  to  3rd.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  5th.  Hilfield  Park 
Res. ,  one  on  July  31st,  up  to  three  in  late  October  and  one  from  Nov. 
20th  to  Dec.  10th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  up  to  two  drakes  in  May,  one 
remaining  to  June  11th. 

H/M  As  in  1984,  reported  from  numerous  waters  in  the  Colne  Valley 
between  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Broadwater  G.P.,  as  well  as  Maple 
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Cross  S.F.  Two  broods  were  seen  at  one  site.  Monthly  maxima  for 
the  Colne  Valley  are  given  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

20  20  13  20  13  12  8  14  11  8  7  18 

M  Charlton  G.P. ,  seven  on  Dec.  10th.  Hampton  Filter  Beds,  up  to  five 
in  January  and  three  in  the  area  on  Mar.  17th  and  18th.  King  George 
VI  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  12th  and  one  on  Mar.  2nd.  Queen  Mary  Res., 
maxima  44  on  Jan.  18th  and  30  on  27th,  up  to  35  in  February  (23rd) 
and  up  to  11  during  March  (2nd).  Shepperton  G.P. ,  three  on  Jan.  9th 
and  six  on  Feb.  28th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  27th.  Yiewsley 
G.P. ,  one  on  Jan.  26th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  from  Dec. 
5th  until  the  end  of  the  year  was  occasionally  joined  by  a  pair  (trd). 
St.  James’s  Park,  at  least  one  captive  pair  bred;  the  young  (if  they 
survived)  may  have  been  free-flying. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  singles  in  January  and  February.  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one 
on  Dec.  5th.  Queen  Mother  Res.,  up  to  four  in  January.  Wraysbury 
G.P.,  singles  on  dissociated  dates  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
year,  except  for  two  on  Nov.  28th  and  eight  at  ‘ Horton/Wray sbury 
G.P.’  on  Jan.  6th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  singles  on  Oct.  13th,  Nov.  30th  and  during 
December. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  one  from  Feb.  27th  to  28th.  Island  Bam  Res. ,  four 
on  Jan.  20th  and  two  on  Feb.  23rd.  Richmond  Park,  one  from  Dec. 
8th  to  15th  was  the  first  for  the  park.  Walton  Res. ,  up  to  34  in  January 
(26th)  and  57  in  February  (19th)  and  up  to  18  in  December  (15th). 

99  Red  Kite 

S  Caterham,  one  on  Jan.  26th  was  flying  SSE  (mjgJ).  Kew  Gardens, 
one  on  Nov.  28th  lingered  for  several  minutes  before  drifting  away 
towards  the  River  Thames  (mwa,  mh*). 

The  13th  and  14th  records  for  London,  five  of  which  have  been  in 
winter.  It  has  now  been  reported  in  six  out  of  the  last  seven  years.  No 
one  will  doubt  the  good  fortune  of  these  lucky  observers. 

103  Marsh  Harrier 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  /immature  flew  S  on  Sept.  25th  (gjw).  Rye 
Meads  S.F. ,  a  $ /immature  flew  N  on  Aug.  18th  (rmrg,  jr d)  -  a  bird 
seen  by  wgl,  and  thought  to  be  of  this  species,  was  seen  nearby  at 
Broxbourne  on  the  evening  of  17th. 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  9  on  June  14th,  which  stayed  for  20  minutes  before 
heading  off  WNW,  was  probably  a  first  year  bird  (gmh,  rjs),  a 
second  or  third  year  cf  on  Sept.  14th  and  15th  (avm,  pn  et  al.)  was 
seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Harmondsworth,  King  George  VI  Res. ,  Sipson 
and  London  Airport  on  both  days  before  finally  disappearing  to  the 
N  on  15th. 

An  average  set  of  records,  but  this  is  the  first  time  that  one  has  been 
seen  in  mid-summer. 

104  Hen  Harrier 

E  Bulphan  Fen,  singles  on  Feb.  3rd  (mja)  and  Apr.  4th  (rjm). 
Ockendon,  one  on  Feb.  17th  (mja).  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  four 
‘ring-tails’  from  January  to  March,  two  in  April  and  an  adult  cf  on 
Feb.  2nd  and  17th  (mkd  et  al.);  at  the  end  of  the  year  up  to  three 
‘ring-tails’  were  present  from  Oct.  20th  onwards  and  an  adult  cf  was 
seen  on  Oct.  12th  and  Nov.  21st  (mkd,  pah  et  al.). 
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H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  Feb.  10th  (gjw,  rns). 

M  Staines  Res. ,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  Feb.  3rd  flew  S  then  W  (rbh,  avm,  pn  et 
al.)  and  an  adult  Cf  was  present  from  Nov.  20th  to  27th  (gmh,  cl,  mp 
et  al.).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  an  adult  cf  on  Jan.  18th  flew 
SW  at  09.25  hrs.  and  a  ‘ring-tail’  flew  E  on  Nov.  10th  at  08.00  hrs. 
(trd). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  an  adult  cf  flew  SW  on  Jan.  18th,  mobbed  by 
corvids  (cdrh);  the  cf  from  Staines  was  present  on  Nov.  24th  (je, 
avm,  pn). 

K  Crayfora  Marsh,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  Apr.  5th  (ajm,  rpm).  Dartford 
Marsh,  up  to  two  ‘ring- tails’  from  January  to  March  and  an  adult  cf 
on  several  dates  in  February  (last  seen  Mar.  23rd)  (dd,  sn  et  al.);  a 
‘ring-tail’  on  Nov.  23rd  and  two  on  Dec.  23rd  (dd).  Littlebrook  G.P. , 
an  adult  cf  on  Feb.  2nd  (jdh)  and  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  Nov.  17th  (pej). 

Considerable  interchange  of  birds  takes  place  between  the  Rainham 
and  Dartford  areas,  which  are  only  separated  by  the  River  Thames. 
Despite  this  adding  a  considerable  confusing  factor,  as  many  as  19 
individuals  could  have  been  seen  this  year  -  well  above  last  year’s 
record  of  12.  The  two  sightings  on  Jan.  18th  at  Regent’s  Park  and 
Wraysbury  G.P.  quite  probably  involved  the  same  bird. 


Harrier  sp. 

E  Roydon  G.P.,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  May  28th  (pl). 

108  Sparrowhawk 

Although  only  nine  pairs  were  reported  to  have  bred  (compared  with 
31  in  1984),  there  is  little  reason  to  suppose  that  their  population  has 
changed  at  all.  This  is  because  the  fall  from  31  pairs  to  four  pairs  in 
the  Surrey  sector  (from  where  all  successful  breeding  reports  came  in 
1984),  is  not  considered  to  be  of  any  significance  due  to  the  lack  of 
reports  from  many  sites.  Indeed,  the  recording  of  successful  breeding 
in  four  counties  provides  further  evidence  of  its  continued  expansion 
across  London. 

E  One  pair  bred,  apart  from  this  there  were  sightings  from  17  localities 
all  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months  and  all,  except  for  the 
breeding  pair,  involving  single  birds. 

H  There  were  reports  from  27  sites  during  the  year.  Two  pairs  are 
known  to  have  bred  (one  successfully),  birds  were  seen  ‘carrying 
food’  in  three  other  areas  and  display  was  observed  at  another.  Birds 
were  recorded  intermittently  in  the  summer  months  at  a  further  six 
sites. 

M  An  impressive  total  of  56  localities  had  records  during  the  year.  Two 
pairs  are  known  to  have  bred,  and  breeding  was  strongly  suspected  at 
another  three  sites.  Additionally  there  were  sightings  from  eight 
other  areas  during  the  summer  months.  At  Staines  Res.  alone  birds 
were  seen  on  32  dates  (27  between  Aug.  18th  and  Dec.  15th).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Sept.  6th  (cf)  and  Nov.  7th  (trd). 

B  Reports  from  six  areas,  but  with  only  one  mid-summer  sighting. 

K  Seen  at  18  localities  throughout  the  year,  at  three  of  these  birds 
summered,  although  breeding  was  not  proved.  There  were  no  other 
mid-summer  reports. 

S  Four  pairs  are  known  to  have  bred  (two  successfully) ,  ‘carrying  food’ 
was  noted  in  one  area  and  there  were  mid-summer  records  at  a 
further  eight  localities.  At  least  41  sites  had  reports  during  the  year. 
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109  Buzzard 

E  North  Ockendon,  one  on  May  27th  (mja).  King  George  V  Res. ,  one 
on  Nov.  3rd  (rlw)  and  Nov.  10th  (gjw  etal.).  Sewardstone,  one  on 
Nov.  9th  and  10th  (ic,  pr).  The  November  sightings  presumably 
involved  the  same  individual. 

H  Croxley  Green,  one  on  Nov.  2nd  (dws).  Maple  Cross  S.F. ,  singles  on 
Oct.  13th  and  Nov.  2nd  (mcrg). 

M  Brimsdown,  one  on  Nov.  10th  (wgl,  gjw)  was  the  Essex  individual. 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  28th  (ajm,  rpm).  Thamesmead,  one  on 
Feb.  14th  and  15th  (pjs). 

S  M25  motorway  at  Cobham,  one  flew  S  on  Dec.  29th  (sja,  rpb). 

The  November  records  in  the  Lea  Valley  (E/M)  involved  only  one 
bird;  it  is  conceivable,  although  perhaps  improbable,  that  all  the 
November  records  involved  a  single  individual. 

Buzzard  sp. 

K  Bromley  Common,  one  on  Oct.  19th  (mb). 

113  Osprey 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  31st  (cf).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  9th  (tg,  lg)  (see  Herts)  and  Sept.  15th  (gbs). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  that  flew  N  on  Apr.  9th  (gjw)  was  also  seen  at 
Cheshunt  G.P.  (adw).  Broxboume  G.P.,  one  that  flew  N  on  Apr. 
21st  (wgl,  gjw)  was  also  seen  the  same  day  at  Rye  Meads  S.F. 
(rmrg)  and  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  (hpm).  Coopers  Green  G.P., 
one  on  Aug.  24th  (sp). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  May  5th  (jt). 

1984  Additional  Record 

M  Shepperton,  one  on  May  28th  flew  N  over  Queen  Mary  Res.  (sms). 

115  Kestrel 


All  reports  of  breeding  and  summering  are  summarised  in  the 
following  table. 


Essex 

Herts. 

Middx. 

Inner 

London 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

Proved  breeding 

5 

3 

17 

4 

11 

15 

55 

Possible  breeding 

— 

2 

4 

2 

3 

8 

19 

Present 

8 

5 

1 

10 

10 

11 

45 

Totals 

♦ 

119 

Although  the  above  totals  are  about  average  for  recent  years,  the 
total  in  Middx,  is  the  highest  since  1976.  Clearly  a  healthy  population 
still  exists  in  London  but  only  a  full  census  will  reveal  its  true  status. 

All  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given  below. 

Bankside,  SE1,  three  on  June  28th  (jgs).  Battersea/Nine  Elms  Lane 
area,  singles  in  June  and  July  (me,  pjs)  and  one  pair  nested  nearby  at 
Vauxhall  Bridge  (me).  Guy’s  Hospital/Bermondsey,  singles  in  June 
and  July  (pjs).  Hammersmith  Hospital,  W12,  one  on  July  20th 
(rskb).  Imperial  College,  SW7,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (rskb). 
London  Hospital,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (dam).  Moorgate 
Station,  one  on  June  28th  (wjb).  Old  Kent  Road,  one  carrying  prey 
on  June  11th  (pjs).  Regent’s  Park,  one  carrying  food  on  May  7th  flew 
towards  Baker  Street,  otherwise  present  all  year  except  in  July  (dab, 
trd).  Roseberry  Avenue,  EC1,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (mds).  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  one  pair  present  (dam).  St.  James’s  Park, 
present  in  June  and  July  (hb,  pjo).  Victoria  Park,  one  on  June  5th 
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(pjs).  Waterloo/Lambeth  North  Church/St.  Thomas’s  Hospital/ 
Houses  of  Parliament/County  Hall,  present  throughout  the  year, 
except  in  August,  no  evidence  of  breeding  (jcs,  pjs). 

117  Red-footed  Falcon 

H  Hunton  Bridge,  a  cf  on  June  20th  (aeg,  lep). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  fourth 
record  for  London,  the  previous  three  were  in  June  1962,  April  1971 
and  May  1971;  this  is  the  second  male. 

118  Merlin 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  cf  on  Mar.  3rd  (pah)  and  singles  on  Nov.  2nd, 
16th  and  30th  (mkd,  pah). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  a  J  on  Apr.  2nd  flew  W  into  Bucks  (igj).  Bushy 
Park,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (probably  a  young  cf)  (pag).  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  an  adult  cf  on  Dec.  12th  and  22nd  (tjd).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an 
immature  cf  on  Jan.  12th  (hrg).  Sipson,  an  adult  cf  on  Dec.  9th 
(tjd).  Staines  Res.,  a  2  /immature  on  Jan.  19th  (paw)  was  the 
prelude  to  a  series  of  records  involving  this  bird  and  a  young  cf .  They 
were  both  seen  together  on  Feb.  2nd  and  Mar.  6th  (seen  to  mate  on 
the  latter  date),  and  the  last  sighting  was  of  the  2 /immature  on  Mar. 
24th  (mo).  At  the  end  of  the  year  a  2 /immature  was  seen  from  Nov. 
23rd  until  the  end  of  the  year  (cib,  paw  etal. )  and  an  adult  cf  on  Dec. 
30th  (mh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  2  onFeb.2nd(DD,SN)andMar.  30th  (ajm,  rpm). 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Oct.  19th  (jt). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  flew  high  NNW  on  Mar.  23rd  (dhh,  gdjm). 

Possibly  as  many  as  ten  birds  were  seen  this  year  (and  perhaps  more), 
which  eclipses  last  year’s  total  of  eight.  It  now  seems  to  be  well 
established  as  a  regular  winter  visitor  in  southwest  London. 


jppiv 
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Six  pairs  bred  successfully  this  year,  and  a  further  two  pairs  were 
strongly  suspected  of  having  bred.  Never  before  have  more  than 
three  pairs  nested  in  London.  It  is  easy  to  forget  that  only  ten  years 
ago  it  was  still  a  relatively  scarce  visitor,  with  approximately  20 
sightings  each  year;  in  the  Lea  Valley  records  were  less  than  annual  - 
nowadays  it  is  a  common  sight  here.  Its  expansion  across  London  still 
remains  something  of  an  enigma,  whilst  many  species  are  declining 
(e.g.  Nightjar,  Red-backed  Shrike  and  Redstart)  the  Hobby  is  now 
expanding.  Nevertheless  the  sight  of  this  mercurial  falcon  in  our 
Area  remains  an  absolute  delight. 

E  One  pair  bred  successfully  and  two  other  areas  had  records  in 
mid-summer.  There  were  sightings  at  ten  localities  during  the  year. 
The  first  bird  was  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  May  1st  (gjw)  and  the 
last  was  at  Woodford  on  Sept.  22nd  (km). 

H  Three  pairs  bred  successfully ,  in  addition  mid-summer  sightings  were 
received  from  four  other  localities  and  at  one  of  these,  three  birds 
(including  an  immature)  were  seen  on  Sept.  11th  (gjw).  17  sites  had 
reports  during  the  year.  The  first  was  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Apr.  20th 
(rmrg)  and  the  last  at  Theobalds  Park  on  Sept.  12th  (bt). 

M  One  pair  bred  successfully  and  there  were  records  from  four  other 
areas  during  the  summer.  21  localities  had  records  during  the  year; 
Staines  Res.  had  sightings  on  45  different  dates  with  two  birds 
together  on  many  occasions  and  an  immature  was  seen  regularly 
from  Aug.  13th  onwards.  The  first  was  at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  21st 
(avm,  pn,  bar)  and  the  last  at  Staines  Res.  and  Bushy  Park  on  Oct. 
4th  (pag,  pjs).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park  one  on  June  4th  (trd). 

B  One  pair  possibly  bred,  three  birds  (including  a  juvenile)  were  seen 
on  Aug.  21st.  Records  were  received  from  four  localities. 

K  Birds  seen  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  in  the  Darenth  Valley  on  May 
11th  and  July  11th.  Lewisham,  a  female  found  dead  in  late 
September.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  singles  on  Apr.  26th,  May  5th  and 
12th  (rht,  jt).  West  Wickham,  one  on  May  15th  (brg). 

S  One  pair  brea  successfully  and  mid-summer  sightings  were  noted  at 
four  other  localities.  Ten  sites  in  all  had  records  during  the  year;  up  to 
three  immatures  were  together  in  Richmond  Park  during  the 
autumn.  The  first  was  near  Hampton  on  May  1st  (sdbws)  and  the  last 
two  in  Richmond  Park  on  Oct.  1st  (A.  F.  Heath  per  res). 

Twenty-five  years  ago... 
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Hobby 

Two  pairs  were  present  in  the  London  Area  during  the  breeding  season,  one 
of  which  probably  bred. 

(Apart  from  the  breeding  localities,  only  eight  other  sites  had  records  of  Hobby  during  the  year.)  Ed. 


123  Peregrine 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  12th  (mkd). 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  on  Sept.  13th  (trd/i). 

In  recent  years  September  and  October  have  been  the  favoured 
months  of  occurrence  of  this  fine  falcon  in  London,  but  as  yet  there  is 
no  evidence  of  any  wintering. 
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129  Red-legged  Partridge 

Pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season  (totals  in  brackets)  and  selected 
highest  county  counts  are  given. 

E  An  unspecified  number  of  pairs  at  Hainault,  Rainham  Marsh, 
Sewardstone,  South  Stifford,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Wm.  Girling  Res. 
Fishers  Green  (3).  Netherhall  (3).  Roydon  (1).  Hainault,  20  on  Jan. 
27th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (3).  Coopers  Green  (2).  Langleybury  (1).  New 
Parkbury  (1+).  Tyttenhanger  (1).  West  Hyde  (1).  Hatfield  Garden 
Village,  23  on  Feb.  5th. 

M  Osterley  Park  (1).  Ponders  End  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1).  No 
rnufite  over  six 

B  Old  Slade  N.r!,  up  to  10  in  February. 

K  Eynsford  (2).  Dartford  Marsh,  14  on  Sept.  15th. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (1).  Godstone  S.P.  (1).  No  counts  over  two. 

130  Grey  Partridge 

Pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season  (totals  in  brackets)  and  selected 
highest  county  counts  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (4).  Fishers  Green  (2).  Rainham  Marsh  (3).  Seward¬ 
stone  (1).  Barking,  21  on  Nov.  16tn.  Berwick  Ponds,  30  on  Nov. 
24th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (1).  Batlers  Green  (1).  Beech  Farm,  St.  Albans  (1). 
Bell  Lane  Pits  (1).  Broxbourne  G.P.  (1).  Panshanger  (1).  Park  Street 
(1).  Shenleybury  (2).  Smallford  (1).  Tyttenhanger  (2).  Woodhall 
Farm,  Welwyn  Garden  City  (1).  West  Hyde  (1).  Tyttenhanger,  12  on 
Jan.  12th  and  15  on  Dec.  27th. 

M  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1).  Hampton  Court  Park  (11.  Osterley  Park 
(6-10).  Shepperton,  up  to  17  during  the  autumn  ana  probably  bred. 
B  Old  Slade  N.R.  (1).  Rush  Green  (1).  No  counts  over  seven. 

K  Belvedere  (1).  Dartford  Marsh  (3).  Thamesmead  area  (1).  Wool¬ 
wich  Ranges  (1).  Dartford  Marsh,  c.40  on  Dec.  23rd.  Thamesmead 
area,  20  to  30  on  Feb.  10th. 

S  Fetcham  (1).  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (1).  Richmond  Park,  c.12  on  Oct. 
6th.  No  other  counts  exceeded  six. 

131  Quail 

H  Batchworth,  Rick  mans  worth,  one  heard  calling  on  May  1st  (avm), 
K  Farmingham,  one  on  July  3rd  (ceb). 

The  third  year  in  a  row  that  this  diminutive  gamebird  has  appeared  in 
our  Area. 

133  Pheasant 

All  breeding  localities  and  highest  counts  are  given. 

E  The  only  records  were  from  Rainham  Marsh  and  Sewardstone. 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  26  on  Dec.  29th.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  two  to  three  broods. 

Records  came  from  five  other  sites. 

M  Osterley  Park,  at  least  ten  cfcT.  Shepperton,  ‘probably  bred’. 

Records  from  five  other  areas. 

B  The  only  record  was  from  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Bred  at  Belvedere,  Bromley  Common,  Dartford  Marsh,  Elmers 
End,  High  Elms,  Salt  Box  Hill,  Thamesmead  and  Woolwich  Ranges. 
S  Pairs  bred  at  Holmethorpe  S.P.  and  Richmond  Park  (possible). 
Records  were  received  from  seven  other  localities. 
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136  Water  Rail 


The  table  below  summarises  the  number  of  birds  present  in  each 
month  throughout  the  year.  Although  it  is  difficult  to  compare  the 
present  format  with  occurrences  in  previous  years,  it  is  auite  evident 
that  the  number  of  birds  present  in  the  cold  spell  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  exceptional  -  particularly  in  the  Lea  Valley. 

Mar  Apr  Sep  Oct 


Essex 

Herts. 

Middx. 

Bucks. 

Kent 

Surrey 

Totals 


Jan 

8 

33 

9 

3 

12 

2 

67 


Feb 

10 

28 

1 

3 

11 

1 

54 


11 

3 

1 

5 

1 

21 


2 

3 

2 

1 

8 


6 

3 


Nov 

6 

25 

5 

1 

8 

3 

48 


Dec 

6 

18 

7 

1 

9 

1 

42 


All  sites  are  given  below  with  the  peak  counts  during  the  year  given  in 
brackets  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated). 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  Childerditch,  Fairlop,  Fishers  Green  (3),  Rainham 
Marsh  (2),  Sewardstone  (2)  and  Walthamstow  Res. 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (2),  Bowyers  G.P.  (2),  Broad  Colney,  Cheshunt  G.P. 
(18+),  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Park  Street  (2),  Panshanger,  Rye  House 
Marsh  (3),  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (9),  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  Stocker’s 
Lake  (3). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (2),  Brent  Res.  (4).  Bushy  Park,  Broadwater  G.P., 
Hampstead  Heath,  Hampton  Court  Park,  Queen  Mary  G.P.  and 
Res.,  Shepperton  G.P.,  Springwell  W.C.B.  and  Yiewsley. 

B  Horton  G.P.  and  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (2),  Hoblingwell  Wood, 
Ruxley  G.P.  (6),  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Stone  Marsh,  Sutton-at-Hone 
(2),  Thamesmead  (2),  Woolwich. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Epsom  Common,  Esher,  Hersham  S.F.,  Holme- 
thorpe  S.P.,  Richmond  Park. 


141  Corncrake 

H  Cole  Green,  one  trapped  on  Sept.  24th  (ks,  bts,  mr). 

The  last  seven  records  have  all  been  in  autumn,  and  most  of  these 
were  in  September. 


142  Moorhen 

Large  counts,  a  notable  breeding  concentration  as  well  as  Inner 
London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  60  on  Jan.  20th  and  80  on  Feb.  20th.  Sewardstone,  82 
on  Nov.  26th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  125  on  Jan.  12th.  Kingsmead,  90  on  Jan.  31st  and  88 
on  Feb.  23rd. 

M  Brent  Res.,  53  on  Sept.  16th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  eight 
pairs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park,  ‘bred’. 

K  Thamesmead  area,  100  in  September  and  October.  Elsewhere  the 
highest  count  was  44  at  Littlebrook  G.P.  on  Dec.  23rd. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  26  on  Feb.  3rd  was  the  highest  county  count.  20 
pairs  bred  along  the  River  Wandle.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
two  pairs  bred  successfully. 
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145  Coot 


Monthly  maxima  for  principal  localities,  where  these  exceeded  300, 
are  given  in  the  table  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

'El  Fairlop  G.P. 

250 

300 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

El  King  George  V  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

392 

El  Walthamstow  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

459 

333 

588 

429 

H)  Cheshunt  G.P. 

320 

230 

— 

272 

300 

405 

595 

615 

Tl)  Hilfield  Park  Res. 

440 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

’Ml  Brent  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

354 

_ 

_ 

|M1  Queen  Mary  Res. 

437 

196 

91 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

M)  Shepperton  G.P. 

561 

518 

299 

— 

480 

467 

868 

1046 

|B1  Wraysbury  G.P. 

245 

337 

160 

— 

166 

_ 

537 

K)  Sevenoaks  Reserve 

155 

132 

120 

138 

215 

352 

443 

493 

S)  Walton  Res. 

321 

94 

54 

— 

252 

450 

524 

546 

County  breeding  totals,  as  well  as  large  breeding  concentrations, 
details  of  an  albino  and  comparative  figures  for  some  Inner  London 
parks  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  albino  was  present  all  year. 

H  83  pairs  bred,  63  of  these  were  at  Cheshunt  G.P. 

M  Shepperton  G.P.,  44  nests  were  located.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park 
and  Kensington  Gardens,  nine  pairs  nested;  maximum  count  was  70 
on  Dec.  7th.  Regent’s  Park,  14  pairs  nested;  highest  count  was  101  on 
Dec.  8th.  St.  James’s  Park,  at  least  33  pairs  nested;  highest  counts 
were  182  on  Jan.  31st  and  165  on  Dec.  17th. 

S  96  pairs  were  reported,  23  of  these  were  at  Waddon  Ponds.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  about  seven  pairs  nested. 


151  Oystercatcher 

Another  good,  though  typical  year,  with  no  unusual  movements 
reported.  After  last  year’s  uncertainty,  a  pair  bred  successfully  in 
Essex  this  year.  The  situation  was  reversed  in  Kent,  however,  with  no 
definite  breeding,  although  one  pair  attempted  to  breed  and  two 
others  were  seen  displaying. 

E  Creekmouth,  two  on  Mar.  16th  and  Apr.  13th  (cgh)  and  May  4th 
(dgc).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  5th  (gmh),  five  on  May  27th 
and  two  on  July  23rd  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  12th 
(jf).  West  Thurrock,  one  pair  bred  (mkd);  consequently  there  were 
many  sightings  of  one  or  two  birds  here  from  March  to  August  (mo), 
but  there  were  four  on  Apr.  30th  (gmh)  and  Dec.  15th  (drg).  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  seven  on  May  19th  (pjv)  and  one  on  Oct.  12th  (rns). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  May  2nd  (cib).  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one 
on  May  22nd  (jht). 

M  Brent  Res. ,  one  on  May  19th  (rb).  Hanworth  Air  Park,  one  flew  NE 
on  Jan.  6th  (mjw).  Queen  Mary  G.P. ,  singles  on  June  15th,  Aug.  6th 
and  17th  (hrg).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (pn),  three  on 
the  18th  (nps)  and  one  on  Sept.  15th  (cib,  pawL  Staines  Res. ,  a  total 
of  32  bird/days  from  Mar.  2znd  to  Dec.  11th  (mo),  broken  down  as 
follows:  singles  on  Apr.  4th,  May  13th,  June  loth,  July  17th  and  21st, 
Aug.  1st,  7tn,  16th,  17th,  20th  and  22nd,  Sept.  6th  and  Dec.  11th;  two 
birds  on  Mar.  22nd,  May  4th,  Aug.  9th  and  Sept.  2nd;  three  on  Apr. 
17th  and  July  30th  and  finally  five  flew  E  on  Aug.  25th  (mo). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (cdrh).  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  flew  NE  ojj  Sept.  20th  (trd). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  19th  (rjs). 

K  Chislehurst,  heard  flying  over  at  night  on  Mar.  13th  and  May  15th 
(khp).  Crossness,  one  pair  attempted  to  breed  in  May  (pe h). 
Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Mar.  22nd,  one  on  May  31st  and  Aug.  8th 
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(dd);  in  June  display  was  seen  and  two  pairs  may  have  bred  (dd, 
pej).  River  Thames  at  Erith,  one  on  July  7th  (pe ti).  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  two  on  May  5th  (gbc).  Thamesmead,  one  or  two  from 
January  to  April  (pe/z). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  19th  (nps)  and  Aug.  15th  (mo). 
Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  13th,  plus  a  bizarre  record  of  one 
drowning  in  an  enclosed  lagoon  on  Aug.  30th  (gdjm).  Fetcham,  one 
flew  N  on  July  30th  (ck).  Hersham,  one  flew  E  on  Sept.  2nd  (rjh). 
Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  26th  (mo). 

153  Avocet 

E  River  Thames  at  Barking,  two  on  Apr.  16th  (jje).  Rainham  Marsh, 
one  on  Mar.  30th  (pl)  and  three  on  May  17th  (srp). 

M  Staines  Res.,  three  on  May  13th  flew  in  at  20.11  hrs.  (avm  et  al.); 
another  present  on  July  6th  (gmh,  pn,  sjw). 

1983  Additional  Record 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  a  flock  of  22  on  Apr.  25th  stayed  for  an  hour  (hnhs). 

A  slightly  below-average  year  on  current  form,  but  apart  from  the 
early  July  record  the  dates  are  typical.  The  group  of  22  in  1983  is  the 
largest  flock  seen  in  London,  the  next  largest  being  a  group  of  15  at 
Rainham  Marsh  in  August  1979. 

158  Little  Ringed  Plover 

Records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  in  the  table  below. 


Sites 

Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Other  pairs 
present 

Total 

Essex 

10 

8 

7 

15 

Herts. 

6 

6 

6 

12 

Middx. 

7 

15 

4 

19 

Bucks. 

2 

0 

2 

2 

Kent 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Surrey 

3 

2 

3 

5 

Totals 

31 

33 

24 

57 

Despite  a  general  reduction  in  the  number  of  sites  and  pairs  present 
in  most  counties  (with  the  notable  exception  of  Middx.,  where  a  big 
increase  was  partly  due  to  an  excellent  total  of  seven  pairs  breeding  at 
Staines  Res.)  the  overall  total  of  57  pairs  is  exactly  the  same  as  last 
year.  This  species  is  very  quick  to  capitalise  on  the  appearance  of  new 
sites,  which  is  most  fortunate  because  in  London,  at  least,  sites  are 
continually  being  created  or  destroyed.  Luckily  there  always  seem  to 
be  enough  sites  available  to  keep  the  breeding  levels  roughly  stable. 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Stocker’s  Farm  on  Mar.  25th  (igj)  and 
was  followed  by  up  to  four  birds  at  many  sites  over  the  next  week. 
Aside  from  breeding  records  the  highest  spring  counts  were  12  at 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Apr.  17th  (frc)  and  ten  at  Kempton  Park  Res.  on 
23rd  (gmh).  As  usual,  Rainham  Marsh  held  the  largest  post- 
breeding  gathering,  36  on  July  15th  (kb)  and  35  on  23rd  (mkd),  but 
there  were  also  good  numbers  at  Staines  Res.,  with  a  maximum  of 
c.25  on  July  23rd  (rbh).  The  last  bird  was  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Oct. 
6th  (mkd). 

159  Ringed  Plover 

Breeding  efforts  reached  an  all-time  high  this  year,  with  31  pairs 
holding  territory  and  between  25  and  27  of  them  proved  to  be 
nesting.  Record  inland  numbers  at  Staines  Res.  in  late  May  and 
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mid- August  give  the  lie  to  an  otherwise  seemingly  average  year  for 
passage.  Autumn  and  winter  counts  on  the  Essex  marshes  were  again 
good,  but  spring  records  (other  than  breeders)  were  almost  non¬ 
existent.  Breeding  season  records  and  high  counts  are  given. 

Berwick  Ponds,  three  pairs  attempted  to  breed.  Corbet’s  Tey,  two 
pairs  attempted  to  breed.  Rainham  Marsh,  four  or  five  pairs  bred; 
peak  counts  were  50  on  Jan.  4th  and  Feb.  5th,  150  on  Aug.  17th  and 
100  on  Sept.  28th  and  Dec.  14th.  West  Thurrock,  three  or  four  pairs 
bred;  peat  counts  were  100  on  Feb.  18th,  180  on  Sept.  29th  and  400 
on  Nov.  30th,  falling  to  300  on  Dec.  18th. 

Near  Hatfield,  one  pair  bred.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  pair  had  four 
young  in  May. 

Kempton  Park  Res.,  two  pairs  bred.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  11  on  Aug. 
14th.  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  one  pair  laid  twice,  but  were  predated  on 
both  occasions.  Shepperton,  one  pair  hatched  four  young.  Staines 
Res.,  the  first  record  of  the  year  here  was  seven  on  Feb.  2nd,  then 
numbers  remained  at  ten  or  less  until  May,  when  there  were  peaks  of 
21  on  20th  and  a  massive  54  on  25th;  birds  were  present  throughout 
the  summer  with  perhaps  five  pairs  breeding;  autumn  numbers  Were 
excellent  for  an  inland  site,  there  being  more  than  100  on  six  dates  in 
August  (the  most  was  141  on  16th). 

Woodlands  Park,  a  pair  was  present  in  June  and  July,  but  breeding 
was  not  reported. 

Crayford  Marshes,  one  pair  bred;  50  on  Aug.  19th.  Dartford  Marsh, 
30  on  Jan.  11th  and  Aug.  8th,  c.60  on  Dec.  23rd.  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  three  pairs  present  though  breeding  attempts  not  reported. 
Beddington  S.F.,  23  on  Aug.  14th.  West  Molesey,  one  pair  bred 
successnilly. 

A  brief  scrutiny  of  breeding  records  over  the  last  eight  years  reveals  a 
promising  picture.  This  species  first  bred  in  London  in  1957  and 
appears  to  be  considerably  strengthening  its  hold  here.  Despite  the 
fluctuations  apparent  in  the  table  below,  which  are  in  any  case 
probably  due  largely  to  observer  effort  (or  lack  of  it),  the  general 
trend  is  encouragingly  upwards. 


1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Number  of  inland  sites 

5 

1 

3 

5 

6 

6 

8 

10 

Total  number  of  sites 

12 

4 

5 

7 

9 

10 

14 

14 

No.  of  breeding  pairs 

15 

5 

4 

12 

6 

9 

14+ 

25+ 

Other  pairs  present 

9 

8 

4 

6 

12 

4 

11  + 

4+ 

Total  number  of  pairs 

24 

13 

8 

18 

18 

13 

27 

31 

162  Dotterel 

M  Staines  Res. ,  a  vociferous  and  flighty  juvenile  put  in  an  all-too-brief 
appearance  on  Aug.  29th  (igj,  cl). 

Considering  the  size  and  diversity  of  the  London  Area  the  meagre 
total  of  only  five  records  of  this  species  is  quite  surprising.  All  have 
been  in  August  or  September  -  the  most  recent,  in  September  1977, 
was  also  at  Staines.  Rigid  faithfulness  to  a  few  favoured  spring  venues 
(outside  our  Area)  clearly  prevents  any  spring  occurrences  in 
London. 


165  Golden  Plover 

Although  a  widespread  and  comparatively  common  winter  visitor  to 
the  London  Area  this  species  is  remarkably  scarce  during  the  peak 
wader  passage  in  spring  and  autumn.  This  year  was  no  exception, 
with  only  ten  records  between  April  and  September,  all  involving 
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ones  or  twos.  Good  numbers  were  present  at  both  ends  of  the  year, 
however,  particularly  in  Essex,  where  the  numbers  in  the  Fairlop 
area  are  going  from  strength  to  strength.  Surprisingly  there  were  no 
notable  hard-weather  movements  this  year.  All  records  in  double 
figures  or  more  are  given. 

E  Eastwick,  300  on  Jan.  1st.  Fairlop,  up  to  400  in  January,  260  in 
February,  300  in  March  and  a  massive  800  on  Dec.  19th.  Fishers 
Green,  15  on  Jan.  3rd  and  80  on  6th.  Rainham  Marsh,  12  on  Jan.  4th, 
16  on  Feb.  23rd  and  12  on  Nov.  16th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  50  flew  W  on  Jan.  1st.  Bell  Lane  Fields,  41  on  Nov. 
2nd  rose  to  90  on  16th  and  200  on  Dec.  1st  and  17th.  Stanstead 
Abbotts  G.P.,  20  on  Jan.  1st,  40  on  5th,  then  150  on  Dec.  28th. 
Symondshyde,  31  on  Oct.  26th.  Shenleybury,  25  on  Nov.  2nd 
increased  to  120  from  26th  to  30th.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  300  on  Jan. 
5th,  103  on  Mar.  16th  and  35  on  Nov.  18th. 

M  Ashford,  ten  flew  over  on  Dec.  14th.  Staines  Moor,  38  on  Jan.  13th, 
40  on  Feb.  16th  and  12  flying  W  on  Dec.  29th.  Staines  Res.,  maxima 
during  the  first  winter  period  were  15  in  February  and  23  in  March;  at 
the  end  of  the  year  13  on  Oct.  27th  gradually  increased  to  45  on  Nov. 
30th  and  a  peak  of  48  on  Dec.  8tn. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  35  on  Feb.  5th. 

166  Grey  Plover 

A  typical  pattern  of  occurrences,  though  there  were  a  few  more 
winter  records  than  is  usual. 

E  Fairlop,  one  in  November  and  December  (cg/i).  Rainham  Marsh, 
two  between  January  and  March  (mkd),  three  on  May  11th  (mkd), 
four  on  24th  (prw),  one  on  Oct.  12th  and  Nov.  17th  and  eight  on  30th 
(mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May  5th  and  6th  (tg).  West 
Thurrock,  two  on  Jan.  27th  (drg),  one  on  Nov.  16th  (rbh),  four  on 
Nov.  30th  (mkd)  one  or  two  on  many  dates  in  December  (mkd)  but 
three  on  1st  (avm)  and  seven  on  22nd  (drg). 

H  Coopers  Green  G.P.,  one  on  May  20th  (hpeg).  Hilfield  Park  Res., 
one  on  Sept.  12th  (cib).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  on  Dec.  1st  (jr d). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (nps)  and  four  flying  NW  on 
Nov.  20th  (cl)  were  the  only  records  away  from  Staines  Res. ,  where 
the  first  bird  flew  WNW  on  Mar.  31st  (gmh),  heralding  a  good, 
though  not  exceptional  spring  passage  which  lasted  until  early  June 
and  comprised  at  least  34  bird/days.  Conditions  were  similar  to  1983, 
when  there  were 48  spring  bird/days.  There  were  three  birds  on  five 
dates  in  May  (mo)  and  possibly  five  on  13th  (gmh,  bar).  Conditions 
were  not  so  good  in  the  autumn,  with  most  of  the  habitat  either  too 
wet  or  too  dry,  but  there  were  still  29  bird/days,  starting  with  one  on 
Aug.  14th  (cl),  an  unusual  date  in  London;  apart  from  an  adult  on 
Sept.  5th  (frc,  tjd,  rjs)  the  remainder  were  in  the  typical  late 
autumn  period  from  late  September  through  to  November  with  ones 
and  twos  still  being  seen  up  until  Dec.  15th;  peaks  were  three  on  Oct. 
20th  (adll)  and  Nov.  24th  (rbh,  avm,  pn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Nov.  14th  (pc),  six  on  23rd  (dd)  and  nine 
on  Dec.  14th  (sjg).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Nov.  24th  (jt).  Stone 
Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  16th  (ajm,  rpm).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  four  on 
Jan.  27th  (baf)  and  three  on  Nov.  18th  (pjs). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  flew  W  on  Feb.  22nd  (jppw),  one  flew  W  on 
Nov.  20th  (nps),  plus  another  from  Nov.  28th  to  Dec.  7th  (bpa.  nps  et 
al.)  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Aug.  14th  (coinciding  with  one  at 
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Staines  Res.  on  this  atypical  date),  Sept.  25th  and  Nov.  4th  (gdjm). 
Walton  Res.,  one  flew  E  on  Jan.  18th  (dsd). 


167  Sociable  Plover 


K  Dartford  Marsh,  an  adult  (rumoured  to  have  been  present  for  some 
time)  was  first  reported  on  Mar.  8th,  and  remained  until  at  least  Apr. 
13th  (ceb  et  al.).  It  occasionally  flew  over  the  River  Darent  to 
Crayford  Marsh. 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  Not  surprisingly, 
considering  there  have  been  only  25  previous  occurrences  of  this 
striking  Asian  species  in  Britain,  this  is  the  first  record  for  the 
London  Area.  Predictably,  it  associated  with  Lapwings  and  attracted 
some  large  and  appreciative  audiences.  Further  details  appear  on  p. 


200 


169  Lapwing 

Around  138  pairs  bred,  similar  numbers  to  the  last  three  years,  but 
the  species  is  probably  still  under-recorded  in  this  respect.  Wide¬ 
spread  hard-weather  movement  was  noted  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  particularly  on  Jan.  6th  and  Feb.  9th,  but  unlike  last  year 
Golden  Plovers  did  not  seem  to  be  involved  as  well.  Numbers  on  the 
first  date  included  700  W  over  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  2,000  W  in  one  hour  at 
Sipson,  2,000  SW  at  Wraysbury  G.P.,  200+  per  hour  at  Brent  Res. 
all  heading  W  or  NW,  1,500+  S  and  W  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  and  in 
Inner  London,  200  over  Regent’s  Park  at  11.15  hrs.  Highest  numbers 
on  the  latter  date  were  1,200  at  Fishers  Green,  1,000  S  at  King 
George  V  Res.,  1,000  over  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  and  610  over  Rye 
Meads  S.F.  Largest  winter  gatherings  are  detailed  below. 

E  Fairlop,  up  to  600  on  Dec.  27th.  Little  Pamdon,  800  on  the  same 
date. 

H  Bell  Lane  Pits,  1,000  on  Dec.  1st  and  2,000  on  14th.  Shenleybury, 
1,000  on  Nov.  30th.  West  Hyde,  1,200  on  Dec.  1st  and  1,500  on  15th. 


60 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  50  FOR  1985 


M  Shepperton,  up  to  700  in  the  second  winter  period.  Staines  Res. ,  over 
1,000  throughout  December,  with  peaks  of  c. 2,500  on  8th  and 
c.2,000  on  15th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  550  flew  SW  on  Jan  7th. 

170  Knot 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  21st  to  23rd  (cf  et  al.). 
Netherhall  G.P.,  two  on  Mar.  1st  (gjw).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one 
from  Feb.  24th  to  Mar.  1st  (ajg>>  etalX  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept. 
29th  and  one  or  two  on  Dec.  29th  (mkd). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  3rd  (gjw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  60  bird/days  involving  certainly  more  than  20  indi¬ 
viduals  on  31  dates  is  an  impressive  showing  and  certainly  a  record  for 
this  site.  The  first  arrivals  were  three  on  May  12th  (rbh,  avm,  pn), 
still  there  the  following  day,  but  only  one  on  14th;  four  were  seen  on 
20th  (tjd)  and  to  round  off  the  spring  passage,  a  single  on  26th  (mo). 
Autumn  began  with  single  adults  on  July  14th  (pn,  bar),  17th  and 
18th  (gmh,  rbh,  bar),  then  two  adults  on  23rd  (asms),  one  on  Aug. 
14th  (nps)  and  another  adult  from  Aug.  20th  (mo)  which  was  joined 
by  the  first  reported  juvenile  on  22nd  (rbh,  rjs);  the  juvenile  was 
present  on  its  own  until  24th,  but  on  26th  three  arrived  (igj,  avm, 
rjs)  and  from  this  date  until  Sept.  4th  (except  for  Aug.  31st,  when 
only  one  was  reported)  there  were  either  three  or  four  present  each 
day  (mo),  then  singles  on  Sept.  5th  (tjd),  12th-  an  adult  (cl,  pn,  rjs) 
and  14th  (cl),  Nov.  3rd  and  4th  (rbh,  avm,  pn  et  al.),  and  10th  and 
11th  (adll  et  al.). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  a  first-winter  bird  trapped  and  ringed  on  Feb. 
2nd  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  circled  low,  then  flew  off  E  on  Feb.  10th 
(gdjm),  another  from  Sept.  13th  to  14th  (dac). 

An  excellent  year,  with  a  particularly  strong  autumn  passage  at 
Staines  Res.  The  last  time  that  this  venue  was  in  comparable 
condition  throughout  a  whole  year  (1983)  it  produced  19  bird/days, 
involving  some  12  or  13  individuals,  so  this  year  was  considerably 
better.  In  1983,  away  from  Staines  Res.  and  Rainham  Marsh,  there 
were  only  three  records,  compared  with  nine  in  1985.  As  evidence  of 
its  very  poor  form  of  late,  Rainham  has  not  produced  a  single  record 
of  this  species  since  1983. 

171  Sanderling 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  May  19th  (hpm).  Netherhall  G.P.,  one 
on  May  22nd  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  5th  (mkd). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (jf).  West  Thurrock,  one  on 
Aug.  24th  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  June  8th  (jf). 

H  Hilneld  Park  Res.,  two  on  June  1st  (cibI. 

M  King  George  VI  Res . ,  one  on  Sept .  8th  (pn)  .  Perry  Oaks  S . F. ,  one  on 
Aug.  6th  (tjd).  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Apr.  10th  to  15th  (gmh etal.), 
then  a  good  main  spring  passage  with  birds  recorded  on  22  dates  from 
Apr.  28th  to  June  3rd  (mo);  numbers  were  not  as  high  as  during  the 
record  passage  of  1983  but  there  were  often  two  or  three  birds 
present,  and  peaks  were  seven  on  May  4th  (rjs),  four  on  10th  (avm, 
pn),  again  on  21st  (tjd)  and  five  on  25th  (bm,  avm).  Autumn  passage 
was  typically  lighter,  beginning  with  lone  adults  on  July  14th  and  17th 
(gmh,  rbh,  pn,  bar),  single  juveniles  on  19th,  21st  and  31st  (mo), 
two  adults  on  Aug.  26th,  with  one  remaining  until  28th  (adll  et  al.), 
then  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (cl)  and  two  on  4th  (tjd). 
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K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Dec.  3rd  (rht).  Swanscombe  Marsh, 
one  on  Jan.  27th  (baf). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  May  21st  (rbh).  Richmond  Park,  one  at 
Pen  Ponds  on  May  11th  and  12th  (M.  Lewis  per  bam). 

1984  Additional  Record 

M  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  on  June  4th  (sbr). 

A  typical  year  for  this  species  in  London  -  two  winter  records,  a 
steady  spring  passage  (mainly  in  May)  and  a  sparser  scattering  in 
autumn  (mostly  during  late  July/ August).  The  number  of  birds  which 
we  actually  see,  however,  is  largely  related  to  habitat  availability;  the 
only  time  we  get  a  true  picture  of  the  actual  volume  of  passage  over 
our  Area  is  when  a  major  locality  is  in  suitable  condition. 

175  Little  Stint 

An  unremarkable  year  for  this  species  -  one  spring  record  was 
followed  by  a  steady  trickle  in  autumn,  from  July  30th  to  Oct.  5th. 
Daily  counts  at  Staines  Res.  revealed  three  minor  surges,  with 
numbers  peaking  in  mid- August  and  then  twice  in  September  (the 
last  of  these  was  also  witnessed  at  Rainham  Marsh).  The  general 
feature,  though,  was  a  light  sprinkling  across  the  Area,  but  apart 
from  at  Staines  Res.  almost  every  record  was,  characteristically,  in 
September. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Aug.  9th  (kb),  two  on  Sept.  15th,  six  on 
21st,  one  on  25th  and  four  on  28th  (mkd  etal).  Walthamstow  Res., 
three  on  Sept.  12th  (pf).  West  Thurrock,  one  from  Sept.  27th  to  29th 
(rm  etal.).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  present  from  Sept.  9th  to  17th  with  a 
maximum  of  four  on  13th  (pjv). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  two  from  Sept.  19th  to  25th  (gjw  et  al.). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F. ,  three  on  Sept.  17th  (tjd).  Staines  Res. ,  one  on  May 
22nd  and  23rd  (apgcL  igj  et  al.),  then  in  autumn  three  adults  on  July 
30th  with  one  remaining  to  Aug.  3rd  (rbh  et  al.),  another  adult  on 
Aug.  11th  (gmh,  jah)  and  then  an  almost  continual  presence, 
beginning  with  an  influx  of  five  on  Aug.  14th  (jah)  and  lasting  until  a 
final  singleton  on  Oct.  6th.  Maxima  were  seven  on  Aug.  16th  (bar), 
seven  again  on  Sept.  9th  (cl,  rjs)  and  eight  on  20th  (gmh,  cl);  each 
peak  was  separated  by  days  when  there  was  only  one  or  none,  so  they 
probably  represent  genuine  influxes. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  9th,  one  on  10th,  two  again  from  11th 
to  13th  and  from  19th  to  22nd  (ajb,  rjs,  nps  etal. )  and  finally  three  on 
23rd  (rbh,  rjs,  nps,  jppw).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  5th  and 
another  from  18th  to  22nd  (gdjm). 

176  Temminck’s  Stint 

E  Netherhall  G.P.,  one  on  May  19th  (cun). 

M  Staines  Res. ,  one  on  May  13th  (gmh,  bar  et  al. )  and  two  from  May 
26th  to  28th  (gmh  et  al.);  another,  a  juvenile,  from  Sept.  5th  to  7tn 
(frc  et  al.). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  two  on  May  16th  (rbh,  cjp  et  al.). 

Five  records  in  one  year  is  an  excellent  showing,  bringing  the  London 
Area  total  to  52  (64  birds).  Continuing  the  recent  trend  the  majority 
were  in  May,  in  a  narrow  band  of  only  13  days,  falling  neatly  into  the 
peak  period  of  occurrence  of  this  species  in  southeast  Britain  in 
spring.  Staines  Res.  did  particularly  well  (the  south  basin  was  empty 
throughout  the  year)  and  Netherhall  G.P.  has  now  produced  a  bird  in 
three  out  of  the  last  four  years. 
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Temminck’s  Stint 


180  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

E  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  14th  to  23rd  and,  amazingly,  two 
different  birds  from  24th,  both  remaining  until  Oct.  3rd  (pjv  et  al.). 

Somewhat  surprisingly,  perhaps,  there  had  only  been  two  records  in 
the  Lea  Valley  prior  to  1985;  so  to  have  three  birds  at  one  site  in  such 
a  short  space  of  time  was  completely  unexpected.  The  major 
contributory  factor  was  the  low  water  levels  at  this  reservoir  during 
the  autumn.  This  is  only  the  third  time  that  two  birds  have  been  seen 
together;  the  London  total  now  stands  at  38. 

182  Curlew  Sandpiper 

One  spring  record  of  two  birds  preceded  a  very  good  autumn  passage 
with  the  major  feature  being  a  big  influx  of  juveniles  in  early 
September,  in  two  closely-spaced  but  distinct  waves.  This  was  not 
confined  to  the  London  Area  -  our  records,  as  is  frequently  the  case, 
merely  reflecting  a  national  phenomenon. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  31st,  up  to  ten  in  September  (on  15th), 
then  one  oA  Oct.  5th  and  13th  (mkd  et  al.).  West  Thurrock,  two  on 
July  27th  and  29th  (mkd,  pjv),  one  on  Aug.  24th  (mkd)  and  two  on 
Sept.  2nd  (rm).  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  two  on  Sept.  4th  and  5th,  between 
seven  and  nine  from  7th  to  11th,  three  on  14th  and  15th,  then  one  on 
24th  and  26th  (pjv,  gjw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  16th,  two  on  17th  and  20th,  four  on 
22nd  and  one  on  Oct.  10th  (tjd,  cl  etal.).  Staines  Res.,  two  adults  in 
summer  plumage  from  June  3rd  to  5th  (gmh,  rbh,  bar  et  al .),  an 
early  autumn  bird  on  July  21st  (igj,  gar),  two  adults  on  Aug.  14th 
with  one  remaining  until  16th  (mo),  then  a  continuous  stream  of 
juveniles  beginning  with  four  on  Aug.  26th  (avm,  rjs),  building  to  an 
initial  peak  of  17  on  Sept.  3rd  (mo),  then  a  mammoth  36  on  10th 
(rbh,  jah,  pn),  dwindling  to  no  more  than  two  from  23rd  until  the 
last  individual  reported  on  Oct.  12th  (mo).  The  histogram  below 
depicts  counts  at  Staines  Res.  from  Aug.  26th  to  Oct.  12th. 
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Weekends 

1  =  Aug.  30th/31st  5  =  Sept.  27th/28th 

2  =  Sept.  6th/7th  6  =  Oct.  4th/5th 

3  =  Sept.  13th/14th  7  =  Oct.  llth/12th 

4  =  Sept.  20th/21st 


184  Dunlin 


Monthly  maxima  at  the  eight  main  sites  are  given  in  the  table  below. 
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An  unusual  feature  of  this  year’s  records  was  the  obvious  passage  in 
early  autumn  which,  although  most  evident  at  Staines  Res.  (where 
there  were  two  waves,  peaking  on  July  21st  and  Aug.  13th),  was 
echoed  throughout  the  Area,  in  August  at  least.  Coverage  along  the 
Lower  Thames  was  patchy,  as  usual,  so  an  accurate  picture  is  still  not 
available.  Other  isolated  counts  in  this  area  were  83  at  Creekmouth 
on  Mar.  16th  and  200+  at  Stone  Marsh  on  Feb.  16th.  Elsewhere 
there  were  the  usual  well  scattered  records  of  small  numbers. 
Notable  were  ten  at  both  Walthamstow  Res.  and  Wm.  Girling  Res. 
on  Dec.  1st,  an  exceptional  count  of  c.90  at  Littlebrook  G.P.  on  Jan. 
20th,  14  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Jan.  5th,  21  at  Beddington  S.F.  on 
Dec.  1st  and  one  record  from  Inner  London  (M)  -  a  singleton  at  the 
Round  Pond,  Kensington  Gardens  on  Sept.  24th  and  25th. 

188  Ruff 

Spring  passage  was  not  very  noticeable  (except  for  two  isolated  high 
counts  at  Staines  Res.),  but  there  was  a  pronounced  autumn  passage 
between  July  26th  and  the  end  of  October.  Good  wintering  numbers 
occurred  at  both  ends  of  the  year  at  Staines  Res.  and  at  Thamesmead 
with  smaller  numbers  at  several  scattered  sites.  All  records  are  given 
except  for  the  principal  localities  where  they  are  summarised^ 

E  Fishers  Green,  two  on  Jan.  5th.  West  Thurrock,  ten  on  Feb.  18th,  a 
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maximum  of  five  during  August  and  September,  and  one  on  Oct.  7th. 
Wm.  Girling  Res.,  present  from  Aug.  31st  to  Sept.  25th  with  a 
maximum  of  13  on  Sept.  5th.  Rainham  Marsh,  monthly  maxima  are 
given  in  the  table  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

10  —  —  —  —  —  15  20  20  11  11  11 

H  Cheshunt,  one  on  a  building  site  on  Jan.  17th.  Cole  Green,  one  on 
Sept.  5th.  Kingsmead,  one  on  Mar.  24th.  Panshanger,  one  on  Jan. 
19th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  7th.  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P., 
one  on  Jan.  5th.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  7th. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  three  on  Apr.  19th,  one  on  July  24th,  and  one 
on  Sept.  20th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  6th,  present  on  many 
dates  between  Sept.  6th  and  30th  with  a  maximum  of  20  on  the  17th, 
then  11  on  Oct.  10th,  12  on  Nov.  17th,  and  three  on  Dec.  22nd. 
Shepperton  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  9th,  on  the  ice-covered  pit.  Staines 
Moor,  five  on  Dec.  27th.  Stanwell  Moor,  five  on  Jan.  19th. 
Wraysbury  Res.,  four  on  Jan.  9th,  11  on  Jan.  13th  and  three  on  Feb. 
3rd.  Staines  Res. ,  present  all  year,  except  between  June  3rd  and  July 
26th;  the  peak  counts  were  25  on  Mar.  2nd,  27  on  Apr.  17th  and  24  on 
Sept,  lltn  (all  three  counts  involved  pronounced  one-day  influxes). 
The  monthly  maxima  for  Staines  Res.  are  shown  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

20  16  25  27  2  1  3  10  24  19  20  16 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  six  in  January  and  up  to  11  in  February  on 

unconnected  dates.  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  flew  SW  on  Jan.  7th. 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  six  on  Oct.  6th.  Erith  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  7th. 
Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  16th.  Thamesmead/Halfway  Reach, 
24  on  Jan.  27th,  20  to  30  during  February  and  March,  eight  on  Apr. 
5th,  30  on  Oct.  21st  and  up  to  33  during  November  and  December. 
S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  one  present  from  Jan.  9th  to  27th  with  three  on  Jan. 
6th,  and  singles  on  May  24th  and  Sept.  9th.  Beddington  S.F.,  one  or 
two  present  on  many  dates  from  Jan.  7th  to  Mar.  13th,  seven  present 
in  July  and  August,  then  singles  from  Sept.  1st  to  5th,  Oct.  13th,  Nov. 
30th  and  Dec.  29th.  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  14th. 

189  Jack  Snipe 

The  maximum  number  of  individuals  recorded  in  each  month  is  given 


in  the  table  below. 
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The  total  number  of  birds  was  slightly  more  than  in  the  last  three 
years,  being  reported  from  35  sites.  Numbers  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  were  particularly  high  with  eight  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Jan. 
14th  (gdjm),  five  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  in  January  (rht),  and  five  at 
Sutton-at-Hone  (K)  on  Feb.  19th,  (ajm,  rpm).  The  last  was  at 
Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Apr.  26th  (cdrh).  The  first  back  was  at  Staines 
Res.  on  Sept.  14th  (adll).  By  the  end  of  the  year  birds  had  been 
reported  from  17  sites  with  a  maximum  of  nine  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on 
Nov.  23rd  (tjd).  Unlike  last  year  there  were  no  summer  records. 

190  Snipe 

Breeding  season  records,  the  largest  counts  in  each  county  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Corbets  Tey,  100  on  Feb.  3rd.  Dagenham  Chase,  100  on  Jan.  3rd, 
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27th  and  Feb.  5th.  Rainham  Marsh,  150  on  Feb.  2nd,  100  on  Mar.  9th 
and  70  on  Dec.  14th. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  200  on  Jan.  5th.  Cassiobury  Park,  70  on  Feb.  18th. 
Kingsmead,  300  on  Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  1st  was  the  largest  gathering  of 
the  year  in  London.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  bird  drumming  in  late 
April,  and  two  birds  displaying  until  at  least  mid-May.  Smug  Oak 
Lane  G.P.,  two  birds,  drumming,  ‘chipping’  and  displaying  on  June 
20th.  Also  present  in  May  at  Bell  Lane  Pits,  Cole  Green  and  Moor 
Lane. 

M  Brent  Res.,  50  in  early  January.  Broadwater  G.P.,  43  on  Jan.  1st  and 

21  on  Dec.  20th.  Hampton  Court  Park,  30+  on  Feb.  18th.  Highway 
Farm,  Harefield,  82  on  Jan.  5th.  Kempton  Park  Res.,  100  on  Apr. 
2nd.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  25  on  Oct.  10th.  Springwell  W.C.B.,  61  on 
Jan.  13th.  Staines  Res.,  100  on  Jan.  3rd,  181  on  Feb.  2nd,  127  on 
Nov.  12th  and  175  on  Dec.  8th.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
one  on  Jan.  7th  (rhk).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Jan.  7th,  8th  and  Nov. 
14th  (trd).  Wapping,  one  flew  SW  on  Jan.  7th  (cg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  20  on  Feb.  3rd. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  40  on  Jan.  12th  and  23  on  Oct.  6th. 
Littlebrook  G.P.,  63  on  Dec.  15th.  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  up  to  25  in 
January  and  75  on  Dec.  5th.  Thamesmead,  up  to  20  from  January  to 
March. 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  50  on  Jan.  6th  and  20  on  Dec.  29th.  Hogsmill  S.F. , 

22  on  Mar.  2nd  and  30  on  Dec.  21st.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  21  on  Jan. 
27th. 

The  largest  gathering  of  the  year  was  300  at  Kingsmead  at  the  end  of 
January  and  the  beginning  of  February.  There  were  only  two  records 
which  referred  to  possible  breeding  activity,  both  in  Herts.,  where 
birds  occurred  in  May  at  three  other  sites.  The  Snipe  has  always  been 
a  rare  breeding  bird  in  London,  although  between  seven  and  eight 
pairs  bred  annually  from  1955  to  1962.  However,  continued  drainage 
of  flooded  meadows  will  not  help  their  cause. 

194  Woodcock 

All  records  during  the  winter  months  are  summarised  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Sightings  24  19  8  1  13  12 

Total  birds  50  23  8  1  18  23 

Wintering  numbers  were  high  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  as  a  result  of 
the  cold  weather.  Most  records  were  of  single  birds,  the  highest 
counts  being  five  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (H)  on  Jan.  13th,  four  at 
Berwick  Ponds  (E)  on  Jan.  19th  and  four  at  Bromley  Common  (K) 
on  Jan.  20th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  numbers  were  above  the  average 
compared  with  totals  for  the  last  three  years,  the  largest  counts  were 
four  at  Bromley  Common  (K)  on  Nov.  30th  and  11  at  Gatwick  Farm, 
Reigate  (S)  on  Dec.  14th.  There  was  no  evidence  of  spring  passage. 

Inner  London:  one  sheltering  under  a  car  in  Bartholomew  Lane, 
EC2  on  Nov.  13th  (jm).  Charterhouse  Square,  EC1,  one  found 
freshly  dead  outside  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital  on  Nov.  19th  (cb/). 
Singles  at  Grays  Inn  Road,  WC1,  on  Dec.  10th  and  Great  Russell 
Street,  WC1,  on  Dec.  27th,  both  were  handed  in  to  the  RSPCA  ( per 
nb).  One  on  Nov.  16th  in  NW1  taken  to  Albany  Street  Police  Station 
( per  nb).  Regent’s  Park,  one  from  Jan.  6th  to  10th,  found  on  the  9th 
with  its  bill  frozen  together  (trd)  and  one  on  the  unusual  date  of 
June  1st  (trd).  South  Place,  EC2,  one  on  Nov.  13th  (per  nb). 
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In  the  breeding  season  birds  were  seen  at  the  following  localities 
(minimum  number  of  birds  in  brackets). 

E  Epping  Forest  (1).  Ongar  (1).  Thomdon  Park  (1). 

H  Broxboume  Woods  (6).  Bishop’s  Wood  (1).  Cangsley  Grove  (1). 
Northaw  Great  Wood  (2). 

M  Copse  Wood,  Ruislip  (1).  Park  Wood,  Ruislip  (1). 

K  Pipers  Green,  Westerham  (1).  Valance  Wood  (1). 

S  Ashtead  Common  (1).  Ashtead  Wood  (1).  Bookham  Common  (2). 
Epsom  Common  (2).  Limpsfield  Chart  (1). 

195  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Holyfield  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (sp). 

M  Brent  Res. ,  36  flying  N  on  Apr.  29th  (gjw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F. ,  one  on 
Sept.  3rd  (tjd).  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Apr.  26th  to  May  4th  (mo); 
two  on  July  6tn  (pn),  one  on  July  14th  (bar,  mp)  and  then  seen  daily 
from  July  16th  to  31st  (34  bird/days)  with  a  maximum  of  five  birds  on 
July  20th  (rjh)  and  three  on  23rd  and  24th  (cl,  rbh),  then 
subsequently  one  on  Aug.  12th  and  13th  (mo),  five  on  Aug.  14th 
(nps),  four  on  Sept.  4th  (nps)  and  one  from  Sept.  5th  to  11th  (jah, 
rjs  et  al.). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  adult  flew  W  on  Sept.  1st  (nps). 

An  exceptional  spring  record  of  36  together  made  the  annual  total 
larger  than  usual  but,  this  record  apart,  recorded  from  fewer  sites 
than  normal,  the  Staines  records  sustaining  the  autumn  total  with  a 
spread  from  July  6th  to  Sept.  11th. 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  Barking  Bay,  one  on  May  13th  (cg n).  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Feb. 
18th  (mkd),  one  on  Apr.  29th  (cl)  and  three  on  Sept.  7th  (pl). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  18th  and  19th  (nps,  hrg).  Staines 
Res.,  65  on  Apr.  25th,  of  which  51  flew  over  NE,  and  14  landed 
before  departing  SE  (rjs  etal.),  two  on  Apr.  27th  (rjs),  one  on  28th 
(mo)  at  least  16  on  29th  (cww  et  al. ) ,  one  on  Apr.  30th ,  two  from  May 
1st  to  4th,  one  on  May  12th  and  13th  (mo),  five  on  May  14th  (igj, 
avm),  three  on  May  15th  and  one  from  May  26th  to  June  4th  (mo). 
Two  on  Aug.  14th  (mo)  was  the  only  record  from  Staines  Res.  during 
the  autumn.  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  flew  NNE  on  Jan.  18th  (cdrh). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  three  flew  W  on  May  14th  (nps).  Beddington  S.F. , 
one  on  May  2nd  was  ‘sickly’  (kdgm),  one  flew  S  on  Aug.  14th  in  the 
company  of  a  Grey  Plover  (gdjm)  and  four  flew  NW  on  Aug.  20th 
(dac). 

There  were  several  records  in  January  and  one  in  February  which 
were  clearly  due  to  the  cold  weather.  The  spring  passage  was  well 
marked  with  65  at  Staines  on  Apr.  25th  providing  the  largest  flock. 
Four  records  of  ten  birds  in  the  autumn  provided  a  better  spread 
across  the  Area  than  in  recent  years. 

198  Whimbrel 

Spring  passage  extended  from  Apr.  17th  to  May  28th.  The  largest 
count  in  spring  was  five  at  King  George  V  Res.  Autumn  birds  were 
noted  from  June  30th  to  Sept.  20th.  The  June  record  was  unusual, 
being  only  the  fifth  in  that  month  this  century  in  London.  The  largest 
flock  was  of  34  in  early  September. 

E  Barking,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (kb).  King  George  V  Res.,  five  on  Apr. 
20th  and  one  on  24th;  one  on  Sept.  8tn  (km).  Rainham  Marsh,  three 
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on  May  5th  and  one  on  July  6th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
May  2nd  (adll).  West  Thurrock,  four  on  Apr.  30th  (gmh),  two  on 
May  4th  (rbh),  one  on  May  5th  (gmh,  avm),  two  on  July  29th  (mkd) 
and  one  on  Aug.  4th  (pl).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  3rd  (pjv) 
and  ten  on  July  27th  (jf). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  five  flew  SW  on  Sept.  3rd  (gjw).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  two 
flew  over  on  July  27th  (rl n).  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  two  flew  over  on  Aug. 
16th  and  34  flew  over  on  Sept.  5th  (rmrg).  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P., 
three,  with  one  Curlew,  flew  over  on  Aug.  1st  (hpm). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (cib).  Springwell,  12  flew  S  on 
Aug.  4th  (hb).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  17th  (frc),  then  singles  on 
many  days  from  Apr.  18th  to  May  28th  (cww  et  al.),  eight  in  three 
groups  on  July  26th  (mo),  seven  flew  W  on  July  27th  (rjh,  mjg),  one 
on  Aug.  14th  (cl,  rjs),  six  flew  S  on  Aug.  18th  (avm,  pn,  igj),  and 
one  on  Aug.  27th  (mjw).  Wood  Green  Res.,  one  on  July  29th 
Iapbr).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  N  on  May  10th 
ftrd). 

K  Chislehurst,  two  flew  over  calling  on  July  25th  (khp).  Dartford 
Marsh,  one  flew  SE,  calling,  on  Sept.  20th  (ajm,  bw f).  Foots  Cray 
Meadows,  one  flew  over  calling  on  Apr.  21st  (sjg).  Hoblingwell 
Wood,  one  flew  over  W  on  May  8th  (khp).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one 
on  May  12th  (jt).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  two  on  May  5th,  and  one  on 
June  30th  (gbc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one,  calling,  circling  slowly  N  on  May  17th  (gmh) 
and  one  flew  W  on  Sept.  10th  (nps).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Apr. 
25th  (pgws,  gdjm),  one  on  May  9th  flew  NE  (gdjm,  akb),  11  on 
Aug.  9th,  with  seven  Curlews,  flew  W  in  the  evening  (gdjm). 
Hersham,  two  flew  SW  on  Aug.  13th  (rjh).  Wimbledon  Common, 
one  flew  over  on  Aug.  19th  (jq). 

199  Curlew 

All  records  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  14  78  10  446  10  7442 

Total  Birds  77  23  19  11  21  4  9  32  8  4  6  2 

There  was  a  striking  influx  (mainly  involving  overflying  birds)  during 
the  cold  spell  in  mid- January ,  producing  the  highest  monthly  total  for 
many  years.  The  largest  flocks  during  this  period  were  25  flying  W  at 
Orpington  on  Jan.  5th,  11  flying  N  at  Streatham  Common  on  Jan. 
18tn  and  12  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Jan.  8th.  Peak  numbers,  such  as 
they  were,  in  spring  were  in  May  and  in  the  autumn  a  small  passage 
was  detected  in  August.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  NW 
on  Oct.  29th  (trd). 

201  Spotted  Redshank 

The  fine  black  summer  plumage  of  this  delicate  wader  is  only  seldom 
seen  in  London  during  the  spring;  unusually  this  year  spring  passage 
rivalled  autumn  numbers  with  32  bird/days  each.  The  respective 
periods  lasted  from  Mar.  31st  to  May  13th  and  from  Aug.  30th  to  Oct. 
5th.  The  bird  that  was  wintering  at  Staines  Res.  soon  disappeared 
with  the  onset  of  the  cold  weather  in  January. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (mkd),  and  one  on  Oct.  5th  (pl). 
West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Mar.  31st  (rbh),  Apr.  3rd,  5th,  21st,  28th 
and  30th  (mkd  et  al.),  probably  only  involved  one  bird. 

H  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  on  May  13th  (gjw).  Tyttenhanger  G.P. ,  one 
on  Apr.  20th  (jht). 
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M  Staines  Res.,  the  bird  present  from  Nov.  13th  1984  was  last  seen  on 
Jan.  3rd,  iust  before  the  reservoir  froze  over;  one  from  Apr.  19th  to 
24th  moulting  into  summer  plumage  and  two  in  full  summer  plumage 
from  Apr.  25hh  to  May  5th  (mo).  Autumn  passage  began  with  one  on 
Sept.  1st  (avm,  bar,  apg a)  another  on  6th  (mo)  and  then  between 
one  and  three  from  Sept.  10th  to  Sept.  23rd  (mo)  giving  a  total  of  24 
bird/days  during  this  period. 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  on  Apr.  18th  (cl). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  2nd  (ceb).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one 
on  Sept.  8th  (jt). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  30th  and  31st  (gdjm).  Buckland  S.P., 
one  on  Sept.  7th  (id,  jn). 

202  Redshank 

Breeding  season  records,  large  counts  and  an  Inner  London  record 
are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  pairs  bred.  Fishers  Green,  one  pair  bred 
producing  one  young.  Kainham  Marsh,  12  pairs  bred.  West  Thur¬ 
rock,  five  pairs  bred.  Monthly  maxima  at  the  two  main  wintering 
localities  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

180 

170 

80 

— 

— 

144 

170 

West  Thurrock 

1000 

1200 

250 

153 

250 

1200 

900 

The  counts  of  1,200  at  West  Thurrock  in  February  and  November  are  the  highest  ever 
achieved  in  London. 


H  Bell  Lane  G.P.,  two  pairs  present  during  May.  Bricket  Wood,  one 
pair  present  in  April.  Near  Hatfield,  four  pairs  present  during  April 
and  May,  seven  birds  present  in  June.  Park  Street  G.P.,  one  pair 
present  in  April.  Smug  Oak  Lane  G.P.,  one  pair  bred,  four  young 
present  in  June.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  bird  displaying  in  May.  Tyttenhan- 
ger  G.P.,  two  pairs  present  in  May. 

M  Broadwater  G.r. ,  one  pair  bred  raising  three  young.  Highway  Farm, 
Hare  field,  one  pair  displaying  in  May.  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  two  pairs 
holding  territory  in  May,  pairs  seen  with  young  on  June  1st  and  in  late 
June.  Shepperton  G.P.,  two  pairs  bred,  both  reared  young.  Staines 
Res.,  five  or  six  pairs  present  in  June,  four  pairs  with  young  in  July. 
Monthly  maxima  at  Staines  Res.  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  are  given 
below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Staines  Res.  11  20  36  17  14  12  8  16  5  2  10  5 

Perry  Oaks  S.F.  —  —  3  14  5  —  —  7  —  —  —  — 


B 

K 


Inner  London:  one  feeding  on  the  mud  close  to  Vauxhall  Bridge  on 
Apr.  15th  (me). 


Woodlands  Park,  one  or  two  present  from  April  to  July  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  June  6th  and  July 


27th. 


Crayford  Marsh,  between  three  and  five  pairs.  Dartford  Marsh,  at 
least  five  pairs  displaying  in  May.  Monthly  maxima  at  Dartford 
Marsh  are  given  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

60  90  25  30  5  18  60  70 


Erith  Marsh,  140  on  Mar.  7th.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  eight  flew  W  on 
Jan.  6th.  Stone  Marsh,  30+  on  Feb.  16th.  Swanscombe  Marsh, 
maximum  30  on  Jan.  27th,  one  pair  nested.  Thamesmead  area,  the 
highest  count  was  150  on  Nov.  16th,  two  or  three  pairs  nested. 
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Thamesmead/Belvedere,  three  pairs  present.  Woolwich  Ranges, 
one  pair  present.  Away  from  the  Thames  there  were  one  or  two  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  from  January  to  May. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  ten  on  Jan.  13th.  Barn  Elms  Res.,  11  on 
Jan.  12th.  Up  to  five  present  at  either  end  of  the  year  at  nine  sites. 
The  only  records  during  the  breeding  season  were  one  at  Godstone 
during  the  first  half  of  June  and  one  or  two  present  at  Beddington 
S.F.  in  April. 

204  Greenshank 

* 

Spring  passage  was  light,  involving  15  sites  between  Apr.  5th  and  June 
13th.  Autumn  records  were  received  from  34  sites  which  is  about 
average  in  recent  years.  Numbers  at  Staines  Res.,  on  the  drained 
south  basin,  were  continually  impressive  and  even  breached  the 
London  record  count  of  55  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  1980.  Autumn 
passage  spread  from  July  4th  to  Oct.  23rd.  All  spring  records  and 
summaries  of  autumn  records  in  each  county  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  from  May  20th  to  23rd,  two  on  Aug.  31st  and  one 
from  Sept.  10th  to  16th.  King  George  V  Res. ,  two  on  Apr.  25th,  one 
on  26th,  and  then  recorded  between  Aug.  17th  and  Sept.  21st  with  a 
maximum  of  six  on  Aug.  30th.  Netherhall  G.P.,  one  on  May  12th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  20th,  one  on  May  18th,  then  recorded 
from  July  13th  to  Sept.  7th  with  a  maximum  of  six  on  Sept.  7th.  West 
Thurrock,  seven  on  Aug.  15th,  four  on  Aug.  31st,  one  on  Sept.  7th 
and  two  on  Sept.  14th. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  June  1st.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Apr. 
20th  and  three  flew  over  on  Apr.  30th.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on 
June  8th.  Recorded  at  eight  sites  in  the  autumn  with  a  maximum  of 
three  at  Amwell  G.P. 

M  Highway  Farm,  Harefield,  one  on  May  19th.  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  one 
on  May  1 1th;  in  the  autumn  recorded  on  many  dates  from  July  25th  to 
Sept.  24th  with  a  maximum  of  four  on  Aug.  17th.  Staines  Res., 
during  the  spring  one  or  two  were  present  on  many  dates  from  Apr. 
19th  to  June  13th  with  a  maximum  of  four  on  May  4th.  During  the 
autumn  totals  remained  modest  from  July  7th  until  Aug.  18th  when 
15  were  counted,  subsequently  numbers  tended  to  fluctuate  con¬ 
siderably  between  the  peak  counts  which  were  as  follows:  35  on  Aug. 
28th,  61  on  30th,  33  on  Sept.  3rd  and  66  on  Sept.  5th,  but  numbers 
plummeted  to  a  mere  five  by  Sept.  15th.  The  last  bird  was  seen  on 
Oct.  6th.  Elsewhere  up  to  three  birds  were  recorded  at  seven  other 
sites  during  the  autumn.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  bird  that 
circled  the  lake  and  then  flew  W  on  Oct.  23rd  was  the  last  record  for 
1985  (trd). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  8th,  and  then  between  July  30th  and 
Oct.  6th  with  a  maximum  of  seven  on  Sept.  1st.  Sevenoaks  G.P. ,  one 
on  May  18th.  Up  to  four  at  two  other  sites  during  the  autumn. 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  one  on  Apr.  27th,  one  on  May  17th;  in  the  autumn 
recorded  between  July  28tn  and  Sept.  22nd  with  maxima  of  ten  on 
Aug.  22nd  and  Sept.  1st.  Hogsmill  S.F.,  two  on  May  11th. 

208  Green  Sandpiper 

Winter  records  came  from  35  localities  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
and  from  28  localities  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Maximum  winter  counts 
were  six  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  November  and  five  at  Rye  Meads  S.F. 
in  December.  There  were  records  from  21  sites  on  spring  passage  up 
to  May  22nd,  with  a  maximum  of  six  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Apr.  1st. 
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There  were  several  June  records,  the  first  two  being  at  Tyttenhanger 
G.P.  on  the  18th.  The  species  was  recorded  at  38  sites  during  the 
autumn.  Summaries  ana  peak  counts  for  each  county  are  given 
below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  25  on  July  30th,  40  on  Aug.  17th  and  25  on  Aug. 
31st.  West  Thurrock,  eight  on  July  27th  and  Aug.  1st.  Singles  at  two 
other  sites. 

H  Cole  Green,  17  on  Aug.  29th  and  Sept.  2nd.  Coopers  Green  G.P., 
seven  on  July  9th.  New  Parkbury  G.P.,  eight  on  Aug.  26th.  Up  to  five 
at  seven  other  localities. 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F. ,  nine  on  Aug.  6th.  Staines  Res. ,  five  from  Aug.  24th 
to  26th.  Up  to  four  at  eight  other  sites. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  six  on  July  27th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  nine  in  July 
and  August.  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  three  August. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  14  on  Aug.  11th.  Up  to  three  at  eight  other  sites. 

209  Wood  Sandpiper 

Only  two  birds  were  seen  in  the  spring.  Autumn  passage  lasted  from 
July  14th  to  Sept.  24th  with  up  to  four  birds  at  11  localities.  In 
addition  there  were  two  exceptional  winter  records  in  Surrey, 
probably  both  referring  to  the  same  individual.  This  is  the  first 
occasion  that  a  bird  has  been  seen  in  London  during  winter,  even 
nationally,  winter  records  are  rare. 

E  Fairlop  G.P. ,  one  on  July  30th  (cg ti).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug. 
11th  and  17th,  and  two  on  Aug.  21st  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  one  on 
Aug.  30th  and  31st  (kb,  mkd). 

H  Coopers  Green,  one  on  Aug.  19th  (ab,  bts).  Tyttenhanger  G.P. ,  one 
on  Aug.  31st  (sp,  jht,  mbw). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  one  on  May  24th  (nps).  Perry  Oaks  S.F. ,  two  on 
July  31st  (tjd).  Staines  Moor,  one  flew  W  calling  on  Sept.  24th  (pn). 
Staines  Res.,  one  from  May  17th  to  May  23rd  (dpb,  cib  et  a/.),  one 
from  Aug.  15th  to  28th  (mo)  with  two  on  Aug.  26th  (adll),  and  then 
singles  on  Sept.  3rd  (gmh,  jah,  pn)  and  5th  (rjs,  jah,  tjd). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Aug.  21st  (rht). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  July  14th  (gdjm,  sjd),  one  on  Aug.  4th 
(djb)  and  then  recorded  on  many  dates  up  to  Aug.  27th  (gdjm),  with 
two  on  the  13th  and  15th  (gdjm,  pgws)  and  four  on  the  11th  (kdgm); 
one  was  present  on  Dec.  14th  and  16th  (gdjm,  dac)  six  days  after  the 
Hogsmill  S.F.  bird  departed  (see  below).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  from 
Nov.  30th  to  Dec.  8th  (jg,  wri).  Mitcham  Common,  one  flew  S, 
calling,  on  July  11th  (mjn). 

211  Common  Sandpiper 

There  were  one  or  two  wintering  at  nine  localities  early  in  the  year 
and  one  to  three  at  five  sites  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year.  Spring 
passage  lasted  from  Mar.  17th  until  June  2nd,  with  peaks  of  five  at 
three  sites  in  April  and  May;  spring  records  came  from  41  sites.  There 
were  at  least  five  records  during  June  although  it  is  not  easy  to 
determine  when  spring  passage  ended  and  autumn  passage  began.  In 
the  autumn,  passage  lasted  from  at  least  June  29th  until  Oct.  12th 
with  peaks  from  the  end  of  July  to  mid- August,  reported  from  56  sites 
in  this  period.  Highest  autumn  counts  in  each  county  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Fairlop  G.P. ,  five  in  July.  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs,  50  on  July  27th  and 
Aug.  4th.  Rainham  Marsh,  30  on  July  30th,  50  on  Aug.  17th  and  30 
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on  Aug.  30th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  18  on  Aug.  10th.  West  Thurrock, 
up  to  12  in  August. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  nine  on  Aug.  11th.  Coopers  Green  G.P.,  six  on  Aug. 
22nd.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  eight  on  Aug.  2nd.  Tyttenhanger  G.P. ,  six  on 
Aug.  12th. 

M  Edmonton  S.F. ,  ten  on  Aug.  25th.  King  George  VI  Res. ,  13  on  Aug. 
3rd.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  11  on  Aug.  lOtn.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  32  on  July 
31st  and  43  on  Aug.  8th.  Staines  Res.,  ten  on  Aug.  3rd.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Mar.  28th,  July  25th,  Aug.  1st  and 
Sept.  23rd  (dab,  trd). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  six  on  July  30th  and  Aug.  8th.  Thamesmead,  ten  on 
Aug.  29th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  14  on  Aug.  11th.  Beddington  S.F.,  16  on  July  26th. 
Hogsmill  S.F.,  six  on  Aug.  1st.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
singles  on  May  1st  and  2nd,  two  on  June  15th,  one  on  July  8th  and  two 
on  Aug.  14th  and  20th  (bm). 

213  Turnstone 

There  were  two  records  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Spring  passage 
occurred  between  Apr.  20th  and  May  29th,  with  one  or  two  birds  at 
eight  sites.  Autumn  passage  was  from  July  13th  to  Sept.  24th,  with  a 
maximum  of  seven  on  Aug.  4th,  recorded  at  seven  sites  in  this  period. 
Only  recorded  at  one  site  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  one  from  May  1st  to  6th  (pjv  et  al.).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  July  13th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  May 
8th  (tg)  and  Aug.  9th  (jtz).  West  Thurrock,  fo,,t‘  on  Feb.  18th 
(mkdL  two  on  May  4th  (rbh),  one  on  May  19th  (rb.v\  four  on  Aug. 
20th  (cl),  three  on  Aug.  21st  (mkd),  one  on  24th  (mkd),  one  on  Aug. 
28th  (asms),  four  on  Nov.  30th  (mkd),  two  on  Dec.  13th  (mkd)  and 
one  on  Dec.  29th  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  3rd  (jf) 
and  one  on  Aug.  17th  (jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (cib). 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  two  on  May  26th  (rdnhs).  King  George  VI  Res. , 
seven  flew  SSW  on  Aug.  4th  (gmh),  and  one  on  Sept.  8th  (pn). 
Staines  Res. ,  one  or  two  on  many  dates  from  Apr.  29th  to  May  29th 
(pn  et  al.),  involving  at  least  nine  individuals;  during  the  autumn  at 
least  11  birds  were  noted  between  July  16th  and  Aug.  29th,  with  one 
or  two  present  on  most  days  but  three  on  July  29th  (cl,  gmh),  then 
four  on  Sept.  2nd  (gmh,  jah,  pn),  two  on  4th  (tjd)  and  one  from 
Sept.  5th  to  15th  (mo).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (jah,  pn). 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  over  the  lake  on  Sept.  24th 
(trd). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  two  on  May  5th  (gbc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (nps). 

217  Pomarine  Skua 

E  River  Thames,  a  juvenile  at  West  Thurrock  on  Nov.  30th  (mkd)  was 
relocated  next  to  Rainham  Marsh  on  Dec.  1st  (avm). 

M  Staines  Res. ,  a  rather  tame  juvenile  on  Oct.  4th  and  5th  (rjs  et  al.). 
This  bird  spent  many  hours  feeding  on  the  remains  of  a  Black-headed 
Gull  but  it  was  seen  to  kill  a  Black-headed  Gull  on  the  second  date  by 
drowning  it  in  shallow  water;  an  immature  on  Nov.  17th  (adll). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  the  Staines  Res.  juvenile  was  present  on  Oct.  7th 
(rbh,  avm)  and  was  feeding  on  the  body  of  a  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  juvenile  on  Nov.  23rd  and  24th  (rbh  et  al.) 
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greatly  harassed  the  gulls  on  the  first  date  and  was  eating  a 
Black-headed  Gull  on  the  second  date. 

Morden,  a  juvenile  found  on  Nov.  20th  was  handed  in  to  the  RSPCA 
but  it  died  the  following  day  (per  mj cd). 

This  remarkable  series  of  five  birds  takes  the  London  Area  total  to 
11.  The  last  three  records  also  came  together,  in  autumn  1976.  The 
present  influx  coincided  with  exceptional  numbers  off  the  east  coast 
of  Britain  for  much  of  the  autumn.  All  London  records  have  been  in 
the  period  from  Oct.  4th  to  Dec.  22nd  whereas  few  Arctic  Skuas  have 
occurred  after  September.  It  is  quite  conceivable  that  some  Pomar- 
ines  were  unidentified  in  the  past  as  new  identification  criteria, 
particularly  of  juveniles,  have  only  recently  come  to  light.  (See 
photograph  opposite). 

Skua  sp. 

River  Thames  at  Dartford  Marsh,  an  immature  on  Nov.  23rd  was 
probably  a  Pomarine  (dd). 

Arctic  Skua 

Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  28th  (sc,  DJMy,  gjw). 

Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  pale  phase  adult  on  Nov.  11th  and  12th  (nps  et 
al.).  Staines  Res. ,  a  probable  sub-adult  on  Sept.  7th  (jdaf,  jah  etal. ) 
and  a  pale  phase  adult  flew  SE  on  Sept.  8th  (wri  et  al.). 

River  Thames  at  Dartford  Marsh,  two  dark  phase  birds  on  Aug.  25th 
(rd,  dd)  and  one  on  Oct.  6th  (dgc,  ci). 

Beddington  S.F.,  two  light  phase  and  two  dark  phase  adults  flew  W 
together  at  10.20  hrs.  on  Sept.  18th  (gdjm). 

Seven  records  of  11  birds  is  better  than  average.  The  Queen  Mary 
bird  was  only  the  second  ever  to  occur  in  November  and  there  has 
only  been  one  later,  at  the  Surrey  Docks  way  back  in  December  1920. 
The  group  of  four  is  unusual  but  there  have  been  up  to  six  together  in 
London. 

Long-tailed  Skua 

Staines  Res. ,  a  tame  juvenile  stayed  from  Sept.  6th  to  10th  (jh,  rjh  et 
al.),  it  was  relocated  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  the  14th  (bar  et  al.). 
Bam  Elms  Res.,  two  drifted  SW  at  07.25  hrs.  on  Oct.  8th  (nps).  One 
was  an  adult  in  breeding  plumage,  the  other  was  probably  an  adult 
acquiring  winter  plumage. 

These  two  records  were  a  considerable  surprise  since  only  three 
Long-tailed  Skuas  had  previously  been  seen  in  London,  and  two  of 
those  were  found  dead.  The  juvenile  was  almost  certainly  blown  to 
the  Area  since  it  arrived  soon  after  at  least  two  others  had  occurred 
inland  in  southern  England.  It  was  not  conclusively  identified  until 
after  its  departure,  when  photographs  and  skins  had  been  carefully 
studied.  In  contrast,  the  two  adults  appeared  to  be  migrating 
deliberately  overland  during  calm  weather,  in  the  way  that  many 
Arctic  Skuas  have  passed  over  London.  A  fuller  account  of  the 
Staines  individual,  and  the  identification  problems  that  it  posed,  will 
appear  in  a  future  issue.  (See  photograph  opposite). 

Mediterranean  Gull 

Rainham  Marsh,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Feb.  16th  (mkd). 

Holyfield  Marsh  G.P.  and  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Feb. 
3rd  (gjw). 


above:  Pomarine  Skua  at  Staines  Res.,  October  1985. 


below:  Long-tailed  Skua  at  Staines  Res.,  September  1985. 
(Photos:  R.  B.  Hastings). 
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M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  adult  on  Jan.  13th  (apg^,  avm,  pn).  Staines 
Res.,  an  adult  from  Aug.  7th  to  30th  (avm,  rjs  etal.)  was  seen  again 
on  Sept.  5th,  13th  to  15th  and  21st,  and  perhaps  it  was  this  same  adult 
on  Oct.  11th  and  12th  (mh,  gww,  sjw).  Wood  Green  Res.,  an  adult 
on  Aug.  6th  (sjr).  Wraysbury  Res. ,  an  adult  in  the  gull  roost  on  Jan. 
1st  (rbh  et  al.). 

K  Stone,  near  Dartford,  an  adult  on  Jan.  5th  (bw t). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Oct.  28th  (nps).  Beddington 
S.F.,  an  adult  from  Mar.  12th  to  Apr.  20th  also  visited  Beddington 
Park  (gdjm);  an  adult  subsequently  occurred  on  Nov.  12th  and  15th 
(gdjm). 

There  may  have  been  nine  birds  during  the  year  which  is  above 
average,  though  some  overlap  of  adults  in  Middlesex  looks  possible. 
The  lack  of  second-year  birds  is  quite  typical,  there  have  only  ever 
been  seven  in  London.  Adults  are  much  more  frequent  and  it  must  be 
thought  that  some  individuals  are  appearing  several  years  in  a  row, 
though  their  subsequent  wanderings  will  always  be  hard  to  follow. 

225  Little  Gull 

The  bird/day  total  for  each  county  in  each  month  is  given  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Essex  —  —  —  8  —  —  —  3  3  —  6  1 

Herts.  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  — 

Middx.  —  —  —  21  29  1  —  30  45  5  2  — 

Bucks.  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  —  —  —  1  — 

Kent  1—  1  1  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  — 

Surrey  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  4  —  —  —  — 

Total  1  0  1  30  29  1  1  37  48  5  11  1 


There  was  a  total  of  165  bird/days  involving  at  least  76  individuals. 
The  spring  passage  was  better  than  usual,  though  hardly  on  a  par  with 
the  great  influx  of  1984. 

The  only  bird  early  in  the  year  was  an  adult  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Jan. 
2nd  (ajm,  pajmL  On  Mar.  31st  an  adult  was  at  nearby  Littlebrook 
G.P.  (rbh,  khp).  In  April,  passage  ensued  from  the  18th  with  peaks 
of  seven  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  23rd  (pjv)  and  six  at  Broadwater 
G.P.  on  28th  (mgt).  All  the  May  records  came  from  Staines  Res., 
with  five  birds  together  from  1st  to  4th  and  three  more  occurring  up 
to  20th.  One  here  on  June  3rd  (gmh,  rbh,  bar)  was  the  only  record 
for  that  month  while  the  lone  July  individual  was  at  Old  Slade  N.R. 
on  14th  (me).  Seven  sites  held  up  to  three  birds  at  a  time  in  August 
but  Staines  Res.  dominated  the  scene  again  in  September  with  seven 
on  7th  and  8th  (mo)  and  five  on  27th  (je).  After  a  quiet  October,  with 
five  birds  all  in  Middlesex,  there  was  a  more  widespread  distribution 
in  November  when  nine  individuals  occurred  at  six  sites.  The  last  was 
a  first-winter  bird  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Dec.  15th  (jf). 

Fifty  years  ago...  


BIRDS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1936 
Little  Gull.  Larus  minutus  Pall. 

M.  Littleton  Res.,  a  party  of  five  seen  with  Black  Terns  on  6th  May. 

(This  was  not  the  only  record  for  1936,  but  it  was  the  only  one  published  in  the  first  London  Bird  Report). 
Ed. 
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228  Black-headed  Gull 

All  counts  over  2,000  are  given,  together  with  the  highest  counts  in 
Inner  London,  two  ringing  recoveries,  and  four  records  of  leucistic 
birds. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  10,000  in  the  north  basin  on  Oct.  11th  and 
19, 000  in  both  basins  on  Oct.  29th.  Rainham  Marsh,  5,000  on  Jan 
12th  and  in  December.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Dec. 
3rd  had  been  ringed  at  Rainham  as  recently  as  Nov.  16th. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P. ,  6,450  flew  S  towards  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  on 
Nov.  14th.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  6,200  at  roost  on  Nov.  9th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  5,000  on  Jan.  6th  and  4,000  on  Dec.  30th.  Staines 
Res. ,  one  found  dead  on  Apr.  28th  had  been  ringed  in  Poland,  and  a 
leucistic  adult  was  present  on  Sept.  12th  and  14th.  Wraysbury  Res. ,  a 
completely  white  bird  in  the  gull  roost  on  Feb.  23rd,  25th  and  26th, 
and  c.  15,000  at  roost  on  Oct.  27th.  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park, 
the  highest  count  was  430  on  Feb.  15th  (pjo). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  an  all-white  adult  on  Jan.  6th. 

K  River  Thames  at  Crossness,  2,000+  between  January  and  March  and 
again  between  August  and  December. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  roost  counts  of  21,000  on  Jan.  27th  and  c. 28,000  on 
Feb.  9th.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  c.3,000  on  Jan.  27th.  River  Thames  at 
Kew,  a  leucistic  adult  on  Mar.  11th.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at 
Waterloo,  800  on  Jan.  11th  (pjs).  River  Thames  at  Westminster, 
monthly  counts  reached  peaks  of  400  on  Jan.  28th  and  400  on  Dec. 
17th  (pjs). 

232  Ring-billed  Gull 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  a  first-winter  bird  was  watched  for  20  minutes  on  the 
evening  of  Apr.  19th  before  it  flew  off  towards  the  river  (rei). 

This  is  the  third  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  first  for  Surrey. 
It  has  been  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  The 
previous  London  records  were  in  February  1979  and  November 
1982.  No  doubt  more  will  occur  and  the  spring  migration  of  Common 
Gulls  during  March  and  April  may  prove  to  be  a  good  time  to  find 
them. 

233  Common  Gull 

The  largest  counts  in  each  region  are  given.  This  is  not  a  well  reported 
species,  most  counts  are  of  daytime  gatherings  and  it  is  clearly  not 
unusual  to  see  groups  of  100  or  more  on  some  of  the  larger  playing 
fields.  The  rubbish  tip  at  Rainham  Marsh,  though,  must  have  one  of 
the  largest  feeding  flocks. 

E  Leyton,  100  on  Jan.  13th.  Rainham  Marsh,  800  on  Jan.  12th,  1,000  on 
Feb.  16th  and  500  in  November  and  December. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  200  on  Mar.  23rd.  Hatfield  School,  104  on  Jan.  26th. 

Hilfield  Park  Res.,  200  on  Mar.  12th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  102  on  Feb.  10th.  Millfields  Recreation  Ground, 
Clapton,  250  on  Dec.  25th.  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  107  on  Jan.  9th. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  23  on  Dec.  7th 
(hb). 

K  Dartford  West  Boys  School,  167  on  Jan.  27th.  Thamesmead,  500 
from  January  to  March,  100  on  Aug.  3rd  and  Sept.  6th,  200  on  Oct. 
1st  and  100+  in  November  and  December. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  145  on  Apr.  8th.  Richmond  Park,  c.  100  on  Upper 
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Pen  Pond  on  Feb.  3rd.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  from  Waterloo 
to  Westminster,  the  year’s  maximum  was  33  on  Mar.  20th  (pjs). 


234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

The  highest  counts  in  each  sector,  a  ringing  recovery,  and  two 
records  suggesting  breeding  behaviour  are  given.  This  species  is 
known  to  nave  hatched  young  once  in  London,  in  1982.  Further 
attempts  seem  likely,  particularly  on  rooftops  in  Inner  London, 
following  the  now  regular  nesting  of  Herring  Gulls  in  this  habitat. 
This  gull  is  not  rare  in  the  London  Area  in  summer,  some  outer 
localities  may  have  over  200  birds  in  June  or  July,  as  shown  below. 

E  Fairlop,  450  on  Aug.  31st.  King  George  V  Res.,  one  found  dead  on 
Sept.  21st  had  been  ringed  in  Denmark  on  July  11th  1978.  Ram  ham 
Marsh,  360  on  Aug.  26th. 

H  Cole  Green,  266  on  Aug.  29th.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  200  on  Nov.  9th. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  300  on  Sept.  7th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  on  a  nesting  raft  from  Apr.  28th  to  May  3rd. 
Broadwater  G.P.,  500  on  Dec.  30th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  c.  1,400 
roosting  on  Aug.  30th.  Staines  Res.,  825  on  Apr.  29th,  295  still 
present  on  June  3rd  and  c.500  on  Oct.  7th.  Inner  London:  King’s 
Cross,  NW1,  two  pairs  on  July  7th  were  holding  territory  on  rooftops 
opposite  Camley  Street  Nature  Park.  Odd  birds  were  visitors  to  the 
Royal  Parks  in  June  and  early  July. 

K  Thamesmead/Erith,  the  peak  count  for  the  year  was  200  on  July  7th. 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  the  highest  counts  were  200  on  Aug.  3rd  and  350 
on  Sept.  28th. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  c.200on  Jan.  27th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  244 
at  roost  on  Sept.  7th.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  between 
Waterloo  and  Westminster,  seen  in  all  months  of  the  year,  with  a 
peak  of  20  on  June  10th. 

) 

235a  Herring  Gull 

Highest  counts,  breeding  season  records  in  Inner  London,  and 
sightings  of  a  leucistic  bird  are  given.  Only  one  breeding  pair  was 
known  to  be  successful  and  coverage  seems  to  have  been  haphazard. 

E  Fairlop,  500  on  Jan.  3rd.  Rainham  Marsh,  500  on  Nov.  16th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  110  on  Dec.  28th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  300  on  Jan.  28th.  Staines  Res. ,  c.700  on  Oct.  27th. 
Wraysbury  Res.,  at  the  gull  roost  there  were  2,000  on  Jan.  5th, 
c. 7,500  on  Oct.  27th  and  2,200  on  Dec.  24th;  there  was  also  a  leucistic 
first-year  bird  here,  resembling  an  Iceland  Gull,  on  Mar.  17th,  22nd 
and  23rd.  Inner  London:  King’s  Cross,  NW1,  a  pair  bred  on  a 
gasholder  adjacent  to  Camley  Street  Nature  Park,  one  juvenile  was 
seen  here  on  July  7th.  Lord’s  Cricket  Ground,  NW8,  ‘present  at 
usual  nest  site’  during  the  summer.  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  possibly 
nested.  St.  James’s  Park,  two  pairs  were  present  and  mating  was 
observed. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  500+'  on  Jan.  19th  and  a  leucistic  first-year  bird  on 
Apr.  5th  which  was  the  individual  seen  on  Wraysbury  Res.  in  March. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  the  year’s  highest  counts  were  250  in  January 
and  200  on  May  3rd. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P. ,  c.  800  on  Feb.  3rd.  Inner  London:  River  Thames 
between  Westminster  and  Hungerford  Bridges,  20  feeding  on 
rubbish  barges  on  June  10th. 
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235b  Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull 

Records  came  from  24  localities,  a  great  increase  on  previous  years. 
The  number  of  sites  at  which  these  birds  have  been  recorded  in  each 
of  the  last  ten  years  is  shown  below,  together  with  the  largest  flock 
size  each  year. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 
Sites  4  6  ?  6  7  8  7  10  11  24 

Largest  flock  1273213  8  16  10 

There  was  a  steady  increase  in  site  numbers  up  to  1982  which  could 
have  been  attributed  to  improving  observer  coverage.  Since  1982, 
however,  there  has  clearly  been  a  large  rise  in  the  number  of  birds 
visiting  the  Area.  The  localities  this  year  were  as  follows,  with 
maximum  group  sizes  in  brackets  where  larger  than  one.  All  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh  (2).  South  Stifford  (5).  West  Thurrock  (5).  Wm. 
Girling  Res.  (2). 

H  Amwell  G.P.  Stocker’s  Lake. 

M  Chiswick  (3).  King  George  VI  Res.  Shepperton  G.P.  Staines  Res. 
110).  Stanwell  Moor.  Stoke  Newington  Filter  Beds.  Wraysbury  Res. 
(6).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  at  the  Round  Pond  on 
Nov.  24th  (ew).  St.  James’s  Park,  the  resident  bird  was  seen  all  year 
(pjo)  and  it  was  observed  mating  with  a  female  pink-legged  bird  on 
Feb.  18th  (apg)!  This  tends  to  confirm  the  old  opinion  that  it  is  an 
individual  of  the  British  race  L.a.argenteus  with  yellow  legs. 

K  Crayford  Marshes.  Dartford  Marsh  (2). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.  (8).  Beddington  S.F.  Epsom  Downs.  River  Thames 
at  Kew.  Roehampton  (21.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Chelsea 
Reach,  singles  on  Feb.  3rd  and  18th  and  on  Dec.  29th  (bm).  River 
Thames  at  Lambeth,  one  on  July  3rd  (pjs). 

At  Rainham  Marsh  two  were  trapped  on  Nov.  2nd  (ebps).  One 
appeared  to  be  of  the  race  L.a.michahellis  but  the  other  looked  like 
an  adult  L. a. omissus.  Birds  at  South  Stifford,  Chiswick,  Staines  Res. 
and  Bam  Elms  Res.  seemed  to  fit  the  race  L.a.michahellis. 

The  monthly  minimum  totals  of  birds  this  year  were  as  follows,  with 
the  resident  St.  James’s  Park  bird  excluded. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
5  3  2  1  1  3  17  40  12  5  9  12 

Autumn  is  clearly  the  peak  period,  with  August  very  much  the 
leading  month.  Yet  as  recently  as  1978  there  were  no  records  at  all  in 
August  or  September,  so  we  are  witnessing  quite  a  new  passage  here. 

236  Iceland  Gull 

For  the  second  year  running  this  gull  was  unusually  prominent  in 
London,  with  a  record  total  of  six  birds  being  seen.  Four  of  these 
occurred  in  west  Middlesex  early  in  the  year.  The  splendid  adult  that 
subsequently  appeared  in  Essex  is  the  first  mature  Iceland  Gull  to  be 

specifically  mentioned  in  the  LBR  since  1956. 

* 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  an  adult  from  Apr.  24th  to  28th  (bo  et  al.). 

E/M  Wm.  Girling  Res.  and  Edmonton  S.F. ,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  7th 
and  8th  (jf,  gjw  et  al.). 

M  Stanwell  Moor  Rubbish  Tip,  a  second-winter  bird  on  Jan.  26th 
(rbh).  Wraysbury  Res.,  the  second-  or  third-winter  bird  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1984  was  seen  on  Jan.  3rd  (jh,  bar),  later  appearing  at  Staines 
Res.  on  Jan.  5th  (cib,  paw);  a  first-winter  bird  occurred  on  Jan.  11th 
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(gmh  et  al.)  and  an  immature,  perhaps  of  second- winter  age,  was 
seen  on  Feb.  23rd  (tg,  gmh,  pn),  Mar.  2nd  (tg)  and  Mar.  3rd  (jah). 
On  Mar.  2nd  it  was  also  seen  at  King  George  VI  Res.  and  Staines 
Moor  (cib). 

237  Glaucous  Gull 

E  Fair  lop,  one  on  Jan.  5th  and  13th  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on 
Feb.  16th  and  an  adult  on  Dec.  14th  (mkd).  Wm  Girling  Res.,  single 
first-winter  birds  on  Jan.  19th  (jf)  and  Dec.  1st  (pjv). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  an  immature  flew  S  on  Jan.  19th  (rmrg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  a  first-winter  bird  in  the  gull  roost  on  Jan.  9th 
(nps).  Staines  Res. ,  single  first-winter  birds  on  Jan.  5th  (gmh,  avm  et 
al.),  Feb.  2nd  (cm,  rbh)  and  found  dead  on  Mar.  5th  (gmh). 
Stanwell  Moor  Rubbish  Tip,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  22nd  and  27th 
(cm,  igj)  and  a  second-winter  bird  on  Jan.  26th  (rbh).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  single  first-winter  birds  on  Jan.  12th,  13th  (a  different 
individual),  14th  and  16th,  and  on  Mar.  17th  (gmh,  rbh,  cdrh, 
avm,  pn  et  al.). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  12th  (frc).  Wrays¬ 
bury  G.P. ,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  14th  and  17th  but  two  of  this  age 
on  Jan.  15th  (gmh,  cdrh,  jh,  igj,  cl). 

It  was  a  vervgood  year  for  this  gull  with  a  strong  arrival  in  the  January 
cold  spell.  There  must  have  been  at  least  five  birds  in  west  London, 
where  the  extent  of  overlap  is  unknown,  giving  a  record  total  for  the 
year  of  11+  individuals.  In  addition  to  the  above,  a  bird  showing  the 
characters  of  a  Glaucous  x  Herring  Gull  hybrid  was  seen  at 
Wraysbury  G.P.  from  Jan.  14th  to  16th  (cdrh)  and  on  19th  (rjs). 
This  is  the  first  London  record  of  this  hybrid.  It  has  been  noted  with 
some  frequency  in  parts  of  Britain,  including  east  Kent,  and  it  can  be 
expected  to  occur  in  London  again.  All  suspected  Glaucous  Gulls 
should  be  examined  carefully  where  possible. 

The  changing  fortunes  of  Glaucous  and  Iceland  Gulls  in  London  can 
be  seen  in  the  following  table.  Totals  are  minimum  numbers  of 
individuals  in  each  five-year  period. 

1951-55  1956-60  1961-65  1966-70  1971-75  1976-80  1981-85 
Glaucous  7  15  9  10  21  29  22 

Iceland  1  5  6  r  2  0  1  13 

Glaucous  Gulls  have  been  at  a  higher  level  of  occurrence  for  about  15 
years  now.  In  contrast,  Iceland  Gulls  have  shown  a  much  more  recent 
and  dramatic  surge. 

238  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

The  few  largest  counts  are  given.  They  do  not  suggest  any  influx  of 
note  during  the  January  cold  spell  but  coverage  was  rather  scanty. 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  250  on  Jan.  19th.  Rainham  Marsh,  100+  in  November 
and  December. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  180  on  Jan.  16th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  200+  on  Jan.  15th  and  180  on  Feb.  14th. 

240  Kittiwake 

There  was  an  enormous  total  of  47  records  involving  224  to  257  birds, 
the  most  Kittiwakes  that  have  ever  been  seen  in  London  in  one  year. 
The  passage  in  April  and  May  dominated  the  picture  with  34  records. 
Apr.  28th  was  the  most  striking  day  with  some  150  birds  being  seen, 
including  flocks  passing  westwards  at  both  West  Thurrock  and 
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Staines  Res. ,  two  sites  nearly  34  miles  apart.  The  birds  were  moving 
in  fine  weather  and  on  a  scale  last  seen  when  c.  187  flew  W  at  various 
sites  on  Feb.  22nd  1959.  While  there  was  the  usual  scattering  of 
young  birds  in  April  this  year,  the  subsequent  birds  from  late  April 
and  during  May  were  nearly  all  adults. 

E  Creekmouth,  one  on  May  13th  (cgh).  Fishers  Green,  singles  on  Mar. 
2nd  and  Apr.  28th  (gjw).  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  27th, 
seven  from  Apr.  30th  to  May  3rd,  15  on  May  4th  then  three  on  5th 
(pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  5th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  24 
flew  upriver  on  Apr.  28th  (mkd)  followed  by  a  further  75,  including  a 
flock  of  56  at  17.50  hrs.  (rbh);  on  Apr.  30th  there  were  five  (gmh), 
then  eight  on  May  4th  and  5th  (mkd  et  al.),  one  on  May  11th  (rbj) 
and  a  flock  of  14  flying  upriver  on  May  19th  (rbh);  finally  one 
occurred  on  Aug.  12th  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  1st  (twg).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  three  on 
Apr.  28th  (cib)  fell  to  two  from  29th  to  May  2nd;  three  more 
appeared  on  May  15th  (cib)  and  an  injured  adult  was  found  on  Dec. 
30th  (gjw).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  an  oiled  second-winter  bird  on  Feb.  3rd 
(hpeg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  four  adults  on  Jan.  30th  (hrg).  Staines  Res. ,  one 
on  Apr.  27th  (cl,  rjs),  33  on  Apr.  28th  included  a  flock  of  21  that 
arrived  at  14.00  hrs.,  18  of  these  soon  heading  on  SW  (rbh,  pn  etal.), 
four  remained  on  29th,  three  on  30th  (one  had  died),  then  two  from 
May  1st  to  3rd;  two  new  birds  arrived  on  May  6th  (mo),  two  more  on 
May  8th  (rbh,  pn),  one  on  May  17th  (jah,  pn),  two  on  May  20th 
(rbh)  and  finally  one  on  June  9th  (cib).  Wraysbury  Res.,  single 
immatures  flew  E  on  Jan.  14th  and  SE  on  Apr.  4th,  and  an  adult  was 
present  on  Apr.  29th  (cdrh). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  an  adult  found  dead  on  Jan.  4th  (bar),  three  on 
Apr.  29th  and  one  on  May  3rd  (cdrh),  and  an  adult  flew  E  on  Nov. 
20th  (gmh).  Woodlands  Park,  an  adult  on  Apr.  14th  (avm,  pn). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  two  on  Apr.  29th  (ajm,  pajm).  River  Thames  at 
Halfway  Reach,  33  flew  upriver  on  Apr.  28th  (pe/i).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (jt). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  singles  occurred  on  Feb.  9th  (rjc),  Apr.  8th  and  9th 
(rbh,  nps),  Apr.  16th  (found  dead  next  day)  (rbh,  rei)  and  on  May 
17th  (rbh,  nps,  jppw).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  an  oiled  first- 
summer  bird  on  Mar.  31st  (rjs).  River  Thames  at  Kew  Bridge,  one 
from  Apr.  10th  to  12th  (tsc,  tjl  et  al.).  Inner  London:  all  on  River 
Thames,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Chelsea  Reach  on  Jan.  27th  (bm),  an 
adult  at  Waterloo  on  Apr.  12th  (pjs)  and  an  adult  near  Lambeth 
Bridge  on  May  2nd  (pjs). 


Fifty  years  ago... 


BIRDS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1936. 

Kittiwake  Gull.  Rissa  t.  tridactyla  (L.). 

E.  King  George  V  Res.,  one  very  weak  bird  seen  on  14th  and  one  found  dead  on 
21st  November. 

M.  Littleton  Res.,  an  adult,  apparently  injured,  on  13th,  and  one,  probably  the 
same,  found  dead  on  21st  November.  On  this  date  there  was  also  an  immature 
bird,  badly  oiled.  At  Staines  Res. ,  an  adult  was  found  dead  on  22nd  November. 

(These  were  the  only  records  published  for  1936.)  Ed. 
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Sandwich  Tern 

Wm.  Girling  Res.,  singles  on  June  16th  and  Sept.  6th  (pjv). 

Am  well  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  11th  and  nine  on  Sept.  29th  (rns,  gjw). 
Queen  Mary  Res. ,  four  on  Sept.  13th  (rjs),  eight  flew  W  on  Sept.  14th 
(avm,  pn)  and  one  on  Sept.  25th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  4th 
(cww),  two  on  Aug.  17th  (pwm)  and  three  next  day  (. i ah  etal .),  two  on 
Aug.  30th  (hb),  two  on  Sept.  2nd  (pl),  eight  on  Sept.  14th  (mo)  were 
presumably  those  seen  later  at  Queen  Mary,  and  finally  four  on  Sept. 
23rd  (jah).  Wood  Green  Res.,  two  flew  S  on  Sept.  25th  (apbr). 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  May  5th  (epg). 

Littlebrook  G.P.,  17  flew  W  on  Sept.  15th  (drg).  Sevenoaks  Reserve, 
one  on  Apr.  8th  (jt). 

Barn  Elms  Res. ,  five  flew  over  on  Sept.  18th  (wr)  and  three  flew  S  on 
Sept.  25th  (nps).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  flew  N  on  May  9th  (akb),  two 
flew  W  on  Sept.  20th  (akb),  three  flew  SE  on  Sept.  25th  (gdjm)  and 
one  was  heard  on  Oct.  8th  (kdgm).  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at 
Chelsea  Reach,  11  flew  upriver  on  Aug.  14th  (bm). 

The  four  records  in  spring  included  the  earliest,  on  Apr.  8th,  since  one 
seen  on  Apr.  2nd  1961.  The  autumn  passage  was  strong,  with  19 
records  involving  81  birds,  most  of  which  occurred  in  September.  The 
sole  record  from  east  London  looks  rather  lonely  after  the  series  in 
1984. 


Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  given.  Passage  records  are  summarised  under 
247/8.  At  least  63  pairs  raised  a  minimum  of  125  young.  These  figures 
are  close  to  those  for  last  year  but  the  total  of  young  is  the  highest  ever. 
A  pair  nested  in  Surrey  for  the  first  time  since  1976. 

Walthamstow  Res.,  one  pair  reared  one  young  on  a  fishery  raft. 
Amwell  G.P. ,  four  pairs  reared  seven  young.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  41  pairs 
raised  89  young.  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P. ,  one  pair  reared  three  young. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  raised  two  young. 

Brent  Res.,  two  pairs  raised  four  young.  Broadwater  G.P.,  two  pairs 
reared  five  young.  Staines  Res.,  four  pairs  raised  seven  young  in  the 
drained  basin.  Pairs  were  also  present,  though  with  no  evidence  of 
breeding,  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  Queen  Mary  Res.  and  Shepperton 
G.Ps. 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  six  pairs  raised  at  least  seven  young. 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  pair  bred. 


Common/ Arctic  Tern 


Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarised  here  together  with 
unspecified  observations  of  Common/ Arctic  Terns. 


The  first  Common  Tern  was  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Apr.  4th,  followed 
by  three  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Apr.  9th.  Numbers  became  quite 
high  in  late  April  with  20  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  22nd  and  50  at 
West  Thurrock  on  28th.  Early  May  produced  the  strongest  movements 
with  40  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  2nd  and  52  at  West  Thurrock  on  4th, 
followed  on  5th  by  30  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  and  c.  15  at  Staines  Res.  which 
was  the  highest  count  of  the  spring  in  west  London.  Thereafter  spring 
passage  was  slight  but  there  was  a  late  peak  of  44  at  Rainham  on  June 


8th. 


The  first  prominent  autumn  counts  came  on  July  27th  when  there  were 
40  at  West  Thurrock  and  33  at  Broxboume  G.P.  The  Littlebrook 
Power  Station  outflow  was  not  in  action  but  c.30  were  there  on  Aug. 
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8th,  to  be  followed  by  the  year’s  highest  count  of  200  at  West  Thurrock 
on  12th.  On  Aug.  14th  there  was  a  widespread  movement  farther  west 
with  60  at  Staines  Res.,  55+  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  and  54  in  Inner 
London  (see  below).  There  may  have  been  some  overlap  of  birds 
between  these  three  sites.  30  were  at  Woolwich  on  Aug.  17th  and  40 
were  at  Broxboume  G.P.  on  24th,  then  the  30th  produced  the 
autumn’s  biggest  movement  with  150  at  West  Thurrock ,  c.  80  at  Staines 
Res. ,  c.  56  passing  over  Island  Bam  Res. ,  31  flying  S  at  Bam  Elms  Res. 
and  nine  flying  SW  over  suburbia  at  Raynes  Park.  Following  this, 
September  was  a  quiet  month  though  West  Thurrock  still  managed  an 
isolated  peak  of  130  on  21st.  Birds  continued  to  occur  in  October  with 
the  last  singles  on  13th  at  King  George  V  Res.  and  Sevenoaks  Reserve. 

There  were  more  Inner  London  records  than  usual:  Regent’s  Park, 
one  Common  on  June  5th  and  15  Commons  on  Sept.  5th  (trd).  The 
remaining  records  were  all  from  the  River  Thames;  in  spring,  two 
‘Commies’  flew  upriver  between  Hungerford  and  Waterloo  Bridges  on 
May  21st  (pjs);  in  autumn,  one  Common  was  at  Chelsea  Reach  on 
Aug.  5th  then  54  ‘Commies’  flew  upriver  there  on  Aug.  14th  (bm), 
about  eight  Commons  were  between  Surrey  Docks  and  Tower  Bridge 
on  Aug.  18th  (psaa),  six  ‘Commies’  flew  upriver  at  Westminster  on 
Aug.  23rd  (pjs)  and  three  Commons  also  passed  upriver  there  on  Sept. 
3rd  (sjg),  one  Common  flew  downriver  at  Battersea  on  Sept.  14th 
(me)  and  finally  eight  Commons  flew  upriver  at  London  Bridge  on 
Sept.  19th  (rbh). 

248  Arctic  Tern 

It  was  a  good  year  for  this  species  with  an  unusually  wide  spread  of 
dates.  A  strong  movement  in  late  April  and  early  May  affected  north 
London  far  more  than  west  London.  Normally  passage  would  have 
ended  then  but  there  were  two  parties  at  Staines  Res.,  on  May  23rd 
and  on  the  remarkably  late  date  of  June  7th.  The  autumn  passage  was 
also  diverse  with  one  large  flock  in  late  August  and  birds  still 
appearing,  at  four  different  sites,  in  October. 

E  Creekmouth,  one  on  Oct.  10th,  two  on  12th  and  one  on  17th  (dgc). 
Hainault  Lake,  one  on  May  4th  (mkd,  rbh).  King  George  V  Res.,  20 
on  Apr.  22nd  and  27th  (jf,  pjv),  60  on  May  2nd  (pjv),  then  singles  on 
Sept.  15th  and  23rd  (cl,  gjw).  Netherhall  G.P. ,  23  on  May  3rd  (adw). 
West  Thurrock,  four  on  Apr.  28th  (mkd,  rbh)  and  two  on  30th  (gmh) 
then  three  on  Aug.  12th,  two  on  30th  and  one  on  Sept.  8th  (mkd). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  singles  on  Apr.  25th  and  from  Sept.  18th  to  23rd  (gjw, 
adw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  six  on  Apr.  20th,  29  on  25th,  four  on  27th, 
one  on  29th  (cib),  and  five  on  30th  (je)  then  nine  on  May  4th  (cib)  and 
a  juvenile  on  Oct.  12th  (mje).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  28th  and 
30  on  May  2nd  (gjw). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  single  juveniles  on  Aug.  14th,  23rd  and  26th  (rbh, 
rjs)  and  three  juveniles  on  Oct.  7th  (rbh).  Staines  Res.,  present  on 
seven  dates  between  Apr.  22nd  and  30th  with  a  maximum  of  four  on 
25th  (mo),  six  flew  E  on  May  23rd  (jah)  and  nine  flew  in  briefly  ahead 
of  a  thunderstorm  on  June  7th  (jah,  pn);  in  autumn  there  were  22  on 
Aug.  30th  (tjd,  igj,  cl)  and  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  12th  (pn,  rjs). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  14th  (tjd)  and  a  juvenile  on  Oct.  7th 
(rbh,  avm). 

B  Horton  G.P. ,  two  or  three  on  Apr.  28th  (pgws)  and  one  on  Apr.  30th 
(cdrh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  five  on  Apr.  28th,  one  on  29th  and  one  on  30th  (rjs, 
NPs). 
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251  Little  Tern 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  one  flew  W  on  Aug.  17th  (cg n).  King  George  V  Res., 
two  on  May  4th  (wgl)  and  June  1st  (pjv).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on 
Aug.  11th  and  14th  (mkd,  ebps)  and  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  14th  (mkd, 
gmh,  rjs  et  al.).  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  two  on  June  16th  (pjv)  and  one  on 
Aug.  17th  (km). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  May  6th  (wgl). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  14th  (hrg,  rbh).  Staines  Res.,  three 
on  June  3rd  (gmh,  rbh,  bar,  rjs)  and  three  on  Aug.  14th  (cl,  rjs, 
nps)  two  of  which  flew  off  S,  probably  to  Queen  Mary  Res. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  seven  on  Aug.  8th  (dd).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  three 
flew  upriver  on  May  5th  (gbc). 

There  was  a  typical  number  of  records  with  spring  and  autumn 
passages  about  the  same  size.  Six  of  the  seven  autumn  records  came  in 
a  ten  day  period  in  mid- August  and  the  spring  records  show  some 
grouping  in  early  May  and  early  June.  The  last  time  a  flock  of  seven 
was  seen  was  September  1970,  also  on  the  Lower  Thames. 

253  Black  Tern 

Spring  passage  was  light  with  just  43  birds  seen  at  13  localities.  There 
was  none  in  April  and  the  first  individuals  appeared  at  three  sites  on 
May  4th.  Staines  Res.  had  the  highest  numbers  with  six  on  May  7th  and 
9th  and  seven  on  8th  (gmh  et  al.).  On  May  12th  six  birds  occurred  at 
three  sites.  Passage  trickled  on  into  June  with  four  at  Staines  Res.  on 
2nd  (mp),  four  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  7th  (rmc)  and  the  last 
individual  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  on  14th  (nps). 

A  mid-summer  record  was  provided  by  two  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  June 
30th  (ac,  dd).  In  autumn,  the  species  was  seen  at  only  11  sites  but  with 
a  good  total  of  about  345  birds.  Sixteen  occurred  in  July  from  the  26th 
then  numbers  stayed  low  during  August,  until  the  14th  when  100+ 
appeared  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  (hrg,  rbh,  rjs),  60  at  West  Thurrock 
(rm)  and  17  at  Staines  Res.  (mo).  This  strong  movement  coincided 
with  a  pronounced  passage  of  Common  Terns,  as  did  the  next  large 
flock  which  numbered  c.50  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  30th  (mjw).  The 
first  half  of  September  was  quiet,  with  only  ten  birds,  but  51  appeared 
in  the  second  half  of  the  month,  including  25  at  West  Thurrock  on 
Sept.  21st  (mkd)  which  was  the  month’s  only  count  in  double  figures. 
Twelve  birds  occurred  at  six  sites  in  early  October,  including  six  at 
King  George  V  Res.  on  6th  (j^),  and  that  locality  had  the  last  bird  of 
the  year  on  Oct.  20th  (jf). 

A 

255  Guillemot 

S  River  Thames  at  Barnes  Bridge,  one  appeared  in  mid-December  and 
stayed  well  into  1986.  It  travelled  up  ana  down  the  river  each  day  with 
the  tidal  flow  (js). 

The  23rd  record  for  the  London  Area  and  an  appearance  for  the  fourth 
year  in  a  row.  Twelve  records,  over  half  the  total,  have  been  in  the 
1980s. 

1983  Correction 

S  River  Thames,  one  bird  travelled  as  far  downriver  as  Putney  Bridge, 
not  just  to  Hammersmith  Bridge. 

260  Little  Auk 

E  Canning  Town,  one  picked  up  in  a  back  garden  on  Nov.  15th  was 
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handed  to  the  RSPCA  (per  nb). 

The  27th  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  sixth  in  three  years. 
November  is  the  leading  month  for  this  pelagic  dwarf  to  be  blown  into 
London. 

261  Puffin 

K  River  Thames  at  Long  Reach,  Dartford,  one  on  Oct.  2nd  (bw t). 

October  is  the  most  favoured  month  of  occurrence  in  London  for  this 
auk. 

263  Feral  Rock  Dove 

Few  reports  were  received  of  this  widespread  but  overlooked  resident. 
It  is  most  frequently  met  with  in  Central  London,  -  176  in  Battersea 
Park  on  Apr.  12th  for  example,  but  larger  numbers  are  present 
elsewhere  in  Inner  London.  It  can  be  locally  common  in  some 
suburban  and  rural  areas  and  flocks  of  200-1-  have  been  regularly  found 
in  the  Hainault/Fairlop  area  of  Essex.  Here  they  mainly  feed  on 
stubble  fields  with  other  pigeons  and  doves.  In  the  centre  of  Romford  a 
resident  population  of  about  60  birds  includes  several  breeding  pairs 
which  nest  mainly  on  the  railway  bridge  and  surrounding  buildings. 
Most  of  these  birds  are  melanistic  morphs,  but  a  few  show  the  ‘wild’ 
Rock-dove  character  or  the  red  pale  type. 

264  Stock  Dove 

Just  under  100  pairs  were  reported  from  38  localities,  a  slight  reduction 
on  last  year,  but  it  is  probably  under-recorded  from  some  areas.  Most 
of  the  records  came  from  north  of  the  Thames,  particularly  from  Essex 
and  Middlesex,  where  25  pairs  in  Osterley  Park  was  by  far  the  largest 
number  reported.  Outside  the  breeding  season  it  was  widely  reported 
from  all  counties,  with  the  following  three  figure  flocks:  Bromley 
Common,  200  on  Jan.  20th,  Crossness  S.F.,  200  during  January  and 
February,  Symondshyde,  100  on  Jan.  19th,  Fairlop,  110  on  Mar.  31st, 
Thamesmead,  up  to  120  during  the  year  and  Broadwater  G.P.,  100  in 
December. 

Inner  London:  up  to  four  reported  from  Regent’s  Park  and  Battersea 
Park  in  April,  September  and  November.  There  were  again  no 
breeding  records. 

Numbers  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season. 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey 

28  15  31  —  9  10 

e 

265  Woodpigeon 

The  cold  weather  in  mid-February  produced  some  large  movements 
in  Essex  and  Herts,  with  1,500  at  Fishers  Green  on  the  14th,  1,000  at 
Hatfield  on  17th,  1,000  at  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  on  the  17th,  and 
1,500  at  London  Colney  on  the  23rd.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
small  movements  were  noted  as  usual  from  October  onwards,  but 
these  were  eclipsed  by  the  feeding  flock  of  1,000  at  Bookham 
Common  which  was  present  for  most  of  December.  Few  comments 
on  breeding  status  were  received  except  for  Inner  London. 

Inner  London:  bred  at  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6.  Bankside,  SE1. 
Belsize  Road,  NW6.  Charterhouse  Square,  EC1.  County  Hall.  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens.  Manor  School,  NW6.  Regent’s  Park 
(20  pairs).  St.  James’s  Park. 
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266  Collared  Dove 

It  continues  to  be  a  widespread  and  locally  common  species  in 
suburban  and  some  rural  areas,  but  still  shows  little  sign  of 
penetrating  the  inner  suburban  belt  or  Inner  London.  Few  breeding 
season  records  were  received,  but  included  definite  increases  in  the 
-  Mill  Hill  and  Stanmore  areas  of  Middlesex  and  in  the  Thames-side 
regions  of  Essex.  Most  of  the  larger  flocks  occurred  outside  the 
breeding  season,  and  included:  (K)  Belvedere,  200  on  July  7th.  (H) 
Cheshunt  G.P.,  120  on  Dec.  14th.  (H)  Coopers  Green  G.P.,  150  on 
Jan.  13th.  (K)  Dunton  Green,  135  on  Oct.  20th.  (H)  Stanstead 
Abbotts  G.P.,  120  on  Dec.  27th.  (S)  Walton  Downs,  200  on  Sept. 
16th. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  17th.  Regent’s  Park,  one 
on  May  26th. 

267  Turtle  Dove 

The  first  bird  of  the  year  was  a  rather  tame  individual  that  remained 
in  a  garden  in  Addington  from  early  January  to  late  March  (wb). 
Winter  records  in  Europe,  although  rare,  have  increased  during  the 
last  two  decades,  possibly  linked  with  the  increase  and  spread  of  the 
resident  Collared  Dove. 

The  first  migrant  appeared  in  April  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  the  8th, 
followed  by  a  more  general  arrival  from  the  16th.  It  was  found  in  well 
over  50  localities  during  the  breeding  season,  a  marked  increase  on 
the  previous  year,  and  well  over  75  pairs  or  calling  birds  were 
reported.  An  increase  was  noted  in  the  Joydens  Wood  area  of  Kent, 
and  eight  pairs  summered  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  However  it  was  rather 
scarce  in  the  Hatfield  area  of  Herts.  No  breeding  records  were 
received  from  Epping  Forest  but  30  were  present  on  July  13th.  Birds 
remained  at  several  localities  well  into  October  with  the  last  at 
Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  on  Nov.  6th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
one  on  May  1st.  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Sept.  19th. 

4 

269  Ring-necked  Parakeet 

Found  in  well  over  40  localities  during  the  year  and  in  half  of  these 
during  the  breeding  season.  Several  breeding  pairs  were  located,  but 
the  severe  weather  affected  numbers  in  at  least  one  area.  Very  few 
were  present  in  Essex  and  none  at  all  in  Herts.,  the  main  concentra¬ 
tions  oeingin  Middlesex  and  south  of  the  River  Thames  in  Surrey  and 
Kent.  All  records  are  given  but  those  at  the  main  sites  are 
summarised. 

E  Leytonstone,  one  on  Oct.  5th  (sb).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb. 
10th  (tg).  Wanstead  Park,  one  on  Mar.  4th  (mdd,  mjm).  Valentines 
Park,  one  on  Jan.  21st  (cg n). 

M  Chiswick  House,  four  in  March,  ten  on  July  24th,  two  on  Aug.  22nd 
(rbh,  sad).  Kempton  Park  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  30th  (rbh).  Laleham, 
four  feeding  on  peanuts  on  Nov.  23rd  (frc).  Little  Britain  Lake,  one 
or  two  present  for  most  of  the  year  (cl,  gar,  avm,  jah).  Osterley 
Park,  one  pair  bred  (dgh).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  seven  on  Jan.  30th 
and  Nov.  23rd  were  maximum  counts;  probably  bred  (hrg). 
Ravenscourt  Park,  Hammersmith,  up  to  eight  roosting  throughout 
the  year  (rcp).  Shepperton,  resident  with  up  to  60  gathering  over 
Sheppertori  Lock  and  roosting  in  the  Weybridge  area  of  Surrey; 
young  were  also  observed  in  flight  during  the  summer  (sbr,  fwlY 
Shepperton  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  6th  (rjs),  five  on  Jan.  27th  (avm). 
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NW  of  Shepperton,  two  on  Nov.  9th  (rbh).  Sunbury,  one  on  Sept. 
14th  (sdbws).  Sunbury  Cemetery,  up  to  four  present  (mjw).  Ten 
Acre  Wood,  one  on  Dec.  15th  (jdaf). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res . ,  one  on  May  3rd  (cdrh)  .  Wraysbury  G .  P . ,  up  to 
six  in  January,  four  in  February,  two  in  April  (trd,  cl,  pwa,  rrg), 
12  on  Nov.  17th  (rrg),  five  on  28th,  seven  on  29th  (cl)  and  one  on 
Dec.  14th  (rjs).  Wraysbury  village,  two  on  Dec.  14th  (pn). 

K  Beckenham,  up  to  12  flying  to  roost  during  the  winter,  eight  during 
the  summer  (jdh).  Bromley  Common,  present  throughout  the  year 
with  a  maximum  of  14,  including  one  young,  on  July  20th  (brg). 
Chislehurst/Petts  Wood  Area,  one  or  two  in  January  and  February 
(brg).  Elmstead  Woods,  24  on  July  22nd  and  16  on  Oct.  15th 
(wtgb).  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  six  or  seven  from  January  to  March 
(few,  th)  and  up  to  five  in  June  (ajb,  rtA:),  and  up  to  nine,  October 
to  December  (sjg).  Kelsey  Park,  Beckenham,  two  pairs  summered, 
up  to  six  in  November  and  December  (brg).  Hither  Green 
Cemetery,  numbers  about  50%  down  on  1984,  between  24  and  35 
present  during  the  year,  with  maxima  of  46 -I-  on  Jan.  7th  and  37+  on 
Oct.  11th  (dd).  Keston,  three  pairs  present  (brg).  Langley  Court, 
Beckenham,  five  in  May,  possibly  bred,  up  to  four  at  the  end  of  the 
year  (gdm).  Petts  Wood,  present  during  the  year;  three  including  one 
at  nest  hole  on  Apr.  21st  (hw,  aj).  Scadbury  Park,  13  on  Dec.  8th 
(brg).  Sundridge  Park,  19  on  Nov.  2nd  (brg). 

S  Beddington  Park,  two  early  in  the  year  and  one  on  Oct.  13th  (gdjm, 
kdgm).  Chessington  Zoo  Fields,  two  on  Feb.  2nd  (sdbws).  Egham, 
five  on  Mar.  7th  (apg d).  Esher,  two  on  Apr.  8th  and  seven  on  July 
5th  (sdbws).  Esher  Station,  up  to  seven  in  Januaiy,  five  on  Nov.  27th 
and  up  to  11  in  December,  including  a  juvenile  (gb).  Fetcham,  one 
on  July  8th  (ck).  Fetcham  Park,  one  on  Oct.  22nd  (raf).  Ham 
Lands,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  (nms,  sm).  Hersham,  seen  throughout  the 
year  with  a  maximum  of  five  in  January  (rjh).  Hersham  G.P. ,  two  on 
Mar.  9th  (sdbws).  Hersham  S.F.,  two  on  Oct.  18th  and  one  on  Dec. 
11th  (wri).  Hersham,  Field  Common,  two  on  July  13th  and  five  on 
Nov.  16th  (sjs,  sdbws).  Hinchley  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  7th  (sdbws). 
Kew  Gardens,  present  from  April  to  December,  with  a  maximum  of 
eight  on  Aug.  7th  (rbh,  fje).  M25,  Thorpe  interchange,  eight  flying 
E  on  May  30th  (gww).  Raynes  Park,  two  on  Apr.  28th  (pgws). 
Waynefleet  Estate,  Esher,  up  to  eight  during  the  year;  two  pairs 
probably  bred  (wri). 

1983  Additional  Records 

M  Hammersmith,  W12,  two  on  Jan.  23rd,  Feb.  19th  and  Apr.  1st;  seven 
on  Aug.  21st  (rcp). 

1984  Additional  Records 

M  Hammersmith,  W12,  four  on  July  28th  and  three  on  Dec.  22nd 
(rcp).  Shepperton,  present  all  year  with  a  maximum  count  of  37  on 
July  9th  (sbr). 

271  Cuckoo 

One  at  Hainault  on  Apr.  12th  was  the  first  of  the  year,  but  most  areas 
had  their  first  birds  within  the  next  few  days.  A  more  general  arrival 
occurred  during  the  last  week  of  April  with  birds  back  in  strength  in 
early  May.  During  the  breeding  season  it  was  reported  from  well  over 
80  localities,  a  similar  position  to  last  year.  Eight  males  were  found  in 
Epping  Forest,  an  increase  on  recent  years,  while  several  sites  held 
four  or  more  calling  males.  Juveniles  were  reported  from  July 
onwards  in  many  areas,  including  birds  being  fed  by  Dunnocks  at 
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Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  and  by  Wrens  at  Bushy  and  Thorndon  Parks. 
Birds  lingered  well  into  September  at  five  localities,  with  the  last  at 
Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Sept.  14th. 

►  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  calling  on  May  5th  (fafL 
Battersea  Park,  single  juveniles  on  July  12th  and  Aug.  13th  (me,  bm). 

274  Barn  Owl 

More  widely  reported  than  in  recent  years,  with  19  records,  mainly  of 
single  birds.  The  majority  of  these  records  came  from  Essex; 
although  there  was  no  positive  breeding  this  year,  birds  were  seen  at 
several  former  or  suitable  breeding  sites.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Barking,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (dam).  Epping  Forest,  two  on  June  15th 
(rl n).  Grays,  one  on  Dec.  28th  (rbh).  Hainault,  one  roosting  in 
factory  during  November  (per  mkd).  North  Ockendon,  one  in  April 
Imja).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  in  the  factory  area  from  January  to  April 
(mkd).  Sewardstone,  one  in  November  (pr).  Walthamstow  Res., 
one  in  December  (adll).  Woodford,  one  on  July  1st  (ebps). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (rlh).  Holwell  Hyde,  one  on  Nov. 

22nd  (twg).  Panshanger,  one  in  August  (per  pdw). 

M  Ealing,  one  on  May  7th  (rot). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  during  the  year  (drg).  Lullingstone,  one  on 
Sept.  28th  (trs).  Plumstead,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (pe/i). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  roosting  on  July  23rd  (bm).  Long  Ditton, 
one  on  May  19th  and  20th  (bf per  sdbws).  Mitcham  Common,  one 
on  Dec.  4th  (mjn). 

279  Little  Owl 

The  slight  increase  noted  in  each  of  the  previous  two  years  was 
maintained  in  1985,  with  at  least  75  localities  reporting  the  species.  A 
minimum  of  27  pairs  was  present  during  the  breeding  season,  the 
majority  being  in  Essex  and  Kent.  There  were  again  no  Inner 
London  records,  but  it  is  widespread  away  from  the  heavily  built  up 
areas.  Details  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  below. 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey 

10  2  3  0  10  2 

280  Tawny  Owl 

A  widely  reported  species  being  found  in  well  over  100  localities 
during  the  year,  75%  of  which  were  occupied  during  the  breeding 
season.  At  least  70  pairs  were  present,  many  breeding  successfully, 
indicating  a  healthy  population.  Six  pairs  at  Osterley  Park  was  the 
maximum  reported,  and  although  it  was  found  in  all  counties,  it  was 
under-recorded  from  parts  of  Essex  and  Herts.  Inner  London: 
Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  two  calling  on  Apr.  9th,  singles  on  Mar. 
8th,  Sept.  17th  and  Dec.  17th  (dr).  Battersea  Park,  a  pair  on  Jan.  5th 
(bm).  Kensington  Gardens,  two  from  July  to  September  and  one  on 
Dec.  1st  (ew).  Regent’s  Park,  heard  throughout  the  year  (djm). 

281  Long-eared  Owl 

More  widely  reported  than  in  recent  years,  with  several  records  away 
from  the  traditional  areas  in  Essex  and  Kent.  At  least  12  individuals 
were  found  during  the  first  winter  period  at  three  established  roosts 
in  the  east  and  one  new  roost  in  Middlesex.  None  was  reported 
between  Mar.  5th  and  early  December,  when  birds  returned  to  roosts 
in  four  counties.  At  least  eight  birds  were  present  by  the  year’s  end. 
All  records  are  given,  but  summarised  at  main  sites. 
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E  Dagenham  Chase ,  three  in  J anuary  (mkd  ,  kb  ,  crg)  ;  three  from  Dec . 

23rd  to  the  end  of  the  year  (mkd). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  from  Feb.  16th  to  23rd  (wgl  et  al.). 

M  At  a  new  roost  site,  up  to  five  in  the  first  winter  period  until  Mar.  4th 
(rdnhs  et  al.);  two  from  Dec.  21st  until  the  end  of  the  year  (rbh, 
avm). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  in  January  and  February;  two  in  December 
(dd,  rpm).  Stone  Marsh,  up  to  four  in  January  and  February  and 
three  on  Mar.  5th  (aim,  rpm). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  hunting  at  dusk  on  Dec.  14th,  28th  and  29th 
(dab). 

282  Short-eared  Owl 

At  least  16  birds  spent  the  first  three  months  in  the  Area, 
concentrated  mainly  in  Essex  and  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  particular. 
Here,  numbers  increased  to  at  least  ten  individuals  by  March.  As 
usual  a  slight  passage  was  evident  in  late  March  and  April,  while  the 
last  bird  was  one  at  Wanstead  Flats  on  May  12th. 

The  first  autumn  birds  returned  to  Rainham  in  September,  and 
numbers  at  this  site  built  to  an  impressive  17  by  late  November,  the 
highest  concentration  since  24  were  seen  in  the  Staines  area  on  Nov. 
11th  1978.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  species  became  more 
widespread,  with  birds  appearing  in  the  Lea  Valley,  southwest 
London  and  even  Inner  London.  At  least  30  birds  remained  by  the 
year’s  end,  the  majority  being  in  Essex. 


Monthly  maxima  and  summarised  records  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

10 

9 

10 

3 

1 

2 

8 

24 

17 

Others 

6 

4 

6 

6 

0 

0 

2 

14 

11 

Total 

16 

13 

16 

9 

1 

2 

10 

38 

28 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  8th  (gjw).  Nazeing  G.P.,  four  on 
Nov.  23rd  (gjw).  Nazeing  Marsh,  one  in  January,  one  on  Nov.  23rd, 
two  in  December  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  six  in  January,  eight  in 
February,  ten  in  March,  three  in  early  April,  two  on  Apr.  28th  and 
one  on  Apr.  29th;  two  on  Sept.  20th,  eight  in  October,  14  in 
November  increasing  to  17  on  Nov.  21st,  ten  in  December  (mkd,  pah 
et  al.).  Walthamstow  Marsh,  two  on  Jan.  14th  (tg).  Walthamstow 
Res. ,  one  on  Jan.  17th  (tg);  one  on  Nov.  6th  (adll)  and  up  to  four  in 
December  (lg,  pf,  psaa).  Wanstead  Flats,  one  on  May  12th  (mdd). 
West  Thurrock,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on 
Feb.  3rd  (AJGy). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  8th  (pw,  bt).  Cole  Green,  two  on  Nov. 
22nd  (twg).  Park  Street,  two  on  Dec.  24th  (jht).  Rye  Meads  S.F., 
one  on  Dec.  29th  (rmrg).  Smallford,  singles  on  Jan.  14th  and  Feb. 
16th  (hpeg).  Smug  Oak  Lane  G.P.,  two  on  Nov.  24th  (shm). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  5th  (rb)  and  two  in  November  (rb,  pcy, 
lab).  Downe  Barns  Farm,  three  in  late  December  (rdnhs).  Kensal 
Green  Cemetery,  one  W  on  Oct.  20th  (cjc).  Laleham,  one  on  Apr. 
13th  (sbr).  Staines  Res. ,  one  on  Mar.  10th  (rjs);  singles  on  Oct.  14th 
(gmh,  gar)  and  Nov.  17th  (cl,  adll).  Tottenham  Marsh,  one  on 
Dec.  10th  (pl).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  E  on  Nov.  15th 
(trd). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (frc). 

K  Crayford  Marshes,  one  in  January  (dd,  pe h).  Dartford  Marsh,  one  in 
January,  one  in  February,  up  to  three  in  March  and  three  on  Apr. 
12th  (jdh,  ajm,  gmh). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA 


87 


S  Beddington  S.F. ,  one  on  Nov.  13th  and  three  in  late  November  and 
December  (gdjm,  apm).  Bookham  Common,  one  SSW  on  Nov.  10th 
(dab).  Hersham  G.P. ,  two  birds  from  January  to  March,  one  in  early 
April  and  the  last  on  Apr.  21st  (mo);  one  in  November  and  two  in 
December  (rjh,  sjs,  sdbws). 

284  Nightjar 

Still  very  few  breeding  season  records,  but  at  least  three  pairs  and  one 
additional  male  were  present  at  two  sites  in  Herts.  This  county  could 
be  the  last  stronghold  of  the  species  within  the  London  Area,  as  none 
could  be  found  south  of  the  Thames  for  the  third  year  running,  and 
the  Essex  site  has  become  unsuitable.  More  surprising  was  one  near 
Kensal  Green  Cemetery  in  May  -  the  first  Inner  London  record  for 
over  50  years,  although  one  was  seen  close  to  the  Inner  London 
boundary  at  Canning  Town  in  June  1979.  All  records  are  given. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods ,  one  pair  and  an  additional  cf  summered  (gjw  et 
ai).  Locality  withheld,  two  pairs  summered  (gjw  et  al.). 

M  Inner  London:  Grand  Union  Canal,  adjacent  to  Kensal  Green 
Cemetery,  one  on  May  22nd  (mjg). 


289  Swift 


S 


The  first  was  a  single  at  Fairlop  on  Apr.  19th,  but  most  areas  had  their 
first  birds  within  the  next  few  days.  Passage  numbers  reached  a  peak 
in  the  first  week  of  May,  with  500  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  3rd  and  1 ,000 
at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  8th.  Arrival  at  breeding  areas  was 
generally  on  time,  apart  from  the  Banstead  area  of  Surrey  where 
birds  were  nearly  ten  days  later  than  average.  Few  mid-summer 
flocks  were  reported  - 1 ,500  at  Staines  Res.  on  June  22nd  being  by  far 
the  largest  count. 

Inner  London:  breeding  reports  were  few  but  included  one  pair  at 
Lambrook  Terrace,  SW6,  and  six  pairs  at  St.  Charles  Hospital, 
Paddington.  Outside  the  breeding  season  it  was  widely  reported  over 
Central  London,  and  over  the  River  Thames  in  particular  where 
feeding  flocks  of  3004-  were  noted  on  June  25th  in  the  County  Hall 
area  and  800  on  Aug.  2nd  in  the  Battersea  Park  area. 

Autumn  passage  got  underway  in  late  July,  and  was  more  protracted 
than  usual  with  heavy  movements  continuing  until  late  in  August.  Up 
to  1,000  were  present  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  4th  and  7th,  2,000  at 
King  George  V  Res.  on  Aug.  11th  and  1,000  at  the  same  place  on 
Aug.  25th.  A  strong  passage  was  noted  in  several  localities  during 
mid- August  including  1,000  SE  over  Longfield  on  Aug.  15th.  Birds 
lingered  well  into  September  and  the  last  bird  of  the  year  was  one  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  10th. 


An  interesting  record  concerns  a  bird  at  All  Saints  Church, 
Orpington  flying  round  inside  the  building  during  a  service  on  May 
9th  (pdg). 


1984  Additional  Record 

Old  Malden,  one  on  Dec.  7th  and  close  by  on  Dec.  9th  (be,  mtc).  An 
exceptional  record,  for  whilst  late  November  records  are  unusual, 
December  records  are  exceptional  with  only  seven  in  Britain  by  1972. 


293  Kingfisher 

Hard  weather  early  in  1985  was  probably  responsible  for  a  decrease 
of  40%  in  the  breeding  population.  Less  than  20  pairs  were  reported, 
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most  of  these  in  Herts,  and  Middlesex.  Outside  the  breeding  season  it 
was  more  widely  reported  from  a  further  23  localities  and  numbers 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  showed  a  return  to  near  normal 
levels.  Breeding  pairs  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  One  pair  at  Walthamstow  Res.  was  the  only  pair  reported,  although 
breeding  may  have  taken  place  in  the  Fishers  Green  area. 

H  Pairs  present  at:  Cheshunt  G.P.  (3),  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  and 
Stocker’s  Lake. 

M  Bred  or  possibly  bred  at:  Broadwater  G.P.,  Queen  Mary  G.P., 
Ruislip  Local  N.R.,  Shepperton  (3),  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  and 
Yiewsley  G.P.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Sept.  5th 
(hb). 

K  Pairs  reported  from:  Bexley  Woods  and  Bromley  Common.  Present 
and  may  have  bred  at  a  further  eight  localities. 

S  Bred  at:  Holmethorpe  S.P.  and  River  Mole  at  Leatherhead.  Present 
and  may  have  bred  at  a  further  six  localities. 

300  Green  Woodpecker 

There  was  a  welcome  increase  in  the  number  of  records  received, 
with  reports  from  at  least  100  sites  during  the  breeding  season  alone. 
It  was  well  reported  from  most  of  Herts,  and  Surrey,  but  again  rather 
under-recorded  from  parts  of  Essex.  It  is  still  outnumbered  by  the 
Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  in  most  areas  -  as  shown  in  Table  2  -  it  is 
sometimes  locally  common  where  it  is  found,  with  ten  pairs  at  both 
Hainault  Forest  and  Wimbledon  Common  for  example.  It  also 
appears  to  be  extending  its  range  into  the  Thames-side  regions,  one 
at  Thamesmead  on  Aug.  5th  being  unusual  for  this  area.  Inner 
London:  one  calling  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Aug.  8th  (ew),  was 
the  only  record  and  it  remains  the  rarest  of  the  three  woodpeckers  in 
Central  London. 

302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

As  with  the  previous  species,  an  increase  in  records  was  noted. 
Found  in  well  over  150  localities  during  the  year  and  in  at  least  115 
during  the  breeding  season,  indicating  a  healthy  population  away 
from  built  up  areas.  It  outnumbers  the  Green  Woodpecker  in  most 
areas,  and  can  be  locally  common  -  21  pairs  on  Wimbledon  Common 
for  example.  However  no  territories  could  be  found  in  96  acres  of 
scrub  and  grassland  on  Bookham  Common  (one  territory  in  1984). 
Following  last  year’s  observation  of  one  at  West  Thurrock,  two  pairs 
were  located  nearby  at  South  Stifford  -  an  area  that  was  very 
under-watched  during  the  London  Breeding  Atlas.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  one  juvenile  on  Aug.  16th  (bm).  Regent’s  Park,  two 
juveniles  were  present  in  August  (hb,  trd).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on 
Dec.  8th  (kn). 

303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Found  in  well  over  100  localities,  a  marked  improvement  on  recent 
years.  Breeding  season  reports  came  from  74  localities,  the  majority 
being  in  Herts,  and  Surrey.  It  was  well  reported  from  other  counties 
except  for  Essex  where  only  nine  pairs  were  located,  four  of  which 
were  at  Hainault.  One  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Mar.  25th  was  unusual 
as  it  is  rarely  encountered  near  the  Thames.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  a  $  on  Jan.  4th  and  Nov.  17th  (bm).  Kensington  Gardens,  one 
drumming  on  four  dates  in  May;  two  on  Aug.  l(5h  (ew).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  from  January  to  March;  one  on  Oct.  22nd  (trd). 
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Localities  in  the  breeding 

Essex  Herts.  Middx. 

season. 

Inner 

London 

Bucks.  Kent 

Surrey 

7  21  16 

1 

1  17 

21 

Table  2.  Numbers  of  breeding  woodpeckers’  territories  at  selected  localities  in 

the  1985  breeding  season. 

Green 

Great  Spotted 

Lesser  Spotted 

Hainault  Forest  (mkd) 

10 

9 

4 

Osterley  Park  (dgh) 

3 

5 

1 

Scadbury  Park  (brg) 

2+ 

6 

2 

Wimbledon  Common  (dlw) 

10 

21 

6 

307  Short-toed  Lark 


M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  from  Apr.  29th  to  May  1st  (cdrh  et  al). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  third 
London  record,  the  previous  two  were  at  Staines  Moor  from  June  8th 
to  16th  1960  and  Beddington  S.F.  on  Apr.  24th  1966.  This  bird 
showed  the  characters  of  one  of  the  southern  reddish  forms  -  most 
probably  C.c.  brachydactyla.  The  date  of  this  record  slightly  pre¬ 
cedes  the  main  spring  peak  in  Britain  (in  mid-May);  more  birds 
assignable  to  one  of  the  reddish  forms  have  been  seen  in  spring  than 
in  autumn. 

310  Woodlark 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  well  watched  bird  present  from  Jan.  14th  to 
Feb.  22nd  (rf  et  al.). 

H  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  one  flew  SW,  calling,  on  Nov.  3rd  (hpm). 

Two  records  involving  a  wintering  individual  and  a  passage  bird,  the 
latter  coinciding  with  the  peak  passage  period  on  the  coast. 
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311  Skylark 

The  severe  weather  in  January  prompted  a  large  scale  movement 
from  the  6th  onwards  with  300  at  Fairlop  and  200+  on  Stone  Marsh. 
Numbers  remained  high  for  most  of  January  and  February  and 
counts  in  excess  of  200  were  made  at  the  following  localities:  Bromley 
Common,  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Rainham  Marsh,  Thamesmead, 
Thamesmead  East,  and  West  Hyde.  There  were  few  breeding  season 
reports  and  no  evidence  of  any  change  in  status.  There  were  15 
singing  birds  in  Osterley  Park  and  50+  pairs  at  Rainham  Marsh, 
much  the  same  as  last  year.  There  was  evidence  of  an  autumn  passage 
movement  in  late  September  and  October  from  several  localities, 
this  included  counts  of  200  at  Symondshyde  on  Oct.  26th  and  150  at 
Rainham  in  late  October.  Passage  continued  on  a  smaller  scale  until 
late  in  November,  when  wintering  flocks  became  established  in 
several  areas:  Fairlop,  100+  in  December,  Rainham,  150  in  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December,  Batlers  Green,  150  on  Nov.  26th,  Shenleybury, 
200  in  November  and  December,  Dartford  Marsh,  180  on  Dec.  23rd, 
Thamesmead,  100  on  Dec.  14th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one 
singing  on  June  15th  and  July  8th,  this  was  the  only  report  indicative 
of  breeding.  Archbishops  Park,  SE1,  two  flying  N  during  a  snow¬ 
storm  on  Jan.  15th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Feb.  27th. 

312  Shore  Lark 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  one  from  Sept.  29th  to  Oct.  8th,  when  it  flew  off  E 
(nps  et  al.). 

The  tenth  record  for  the  London  Area,  the  last  being  at  the  same 
locality  on  Nov.  12th  1983.  The  date  of  this  record  is  exceptionally 
early,  even  coastal  birds  are  seldom  seen  before  October;  this  bird 
proved  to  be  very  approachable  and  was  seen  by  many  observers. 

313  Sand  Martin 

The  first  birds  appeared  on  Mar  30th  at  three  localities:  Beddington 
S.F.,  Kempton  Park  Res.  and  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  There  was  a 
slight  passage  during  the  next  few  days  in  several  areas,  until  a 
stronger  movement  commenced  from  the  middle  of  April.  Numbers 
showed  some  improvement  on  the  poor  spring  passage  of  1984,  with 
double  figure  flocks  being  noted  in  many  areas,  and  a  peak  count  of 
100  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  on  May  4th. 

Return  passage  began  in  late  July,  and  was  well  underway  by 
mid- August  when  a  heavy  passage  was  noted  in  the  Thamesmead  and 
Littlebrook  areas  of  Kent.  Peak  counts  included  500  at  South  Stifford 
on  Aug.  24th  and  up  to  1,000  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  20th.  Small 
numbers  continued  to  pass  through  until  late  September,  but  very 
few  remained  by,  early  October.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Oct.  19th. 

Breeding  numbers  showed  a  welcome  increase  and  are  summarised 
below  together  with  Inner  London  records  -  the  first  for  two  years. 

E  Fishers  Green ,  20  occupied  holes .  King  George  V  Res .,  20  to  30  pairs 
bred.  South  Stifford,  60  pairs  bred.  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  pairs 
bred.  West  Thurrock,  46  holes  occupied. 

H  Broxbournebury  G.P. ,  22  holes  occupied.  Coopers  Green  G.P. ,  one 
hole  occupied.  Foxholes  G.P.,  40  nest  holes.  New  Parkbury  G.P., 
few  holes  in  use.  Rye  House  Power  Station,  42  occupied  holes,  but  at 
nearby  Rye  Meads  S.F.  there  was  a  drop  of  over  80%  in  ringing 
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totals.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  15  holes  destroyed,  but  26  new  holes  on 
June  1st. 

M  Bell  Wharf,  Harefield,  four  or  five  pairs.  Shepperton  G.P.,  a  better 
year  than  last  year  with  one  colony  of  36  occupied  holes.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  3rd,  four  on  May  31st  and  one 
on  Aug.  1st  (bm). 

S  Hersham  G .  P . ,  30  to  40  pairs ,  but  gravel  pits  being  filled  in .  Hogsmill 
S.F.,  five  or  six  pairs.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  15  holes  in  use  by  May. 
Buckland  S.P.,  numbers  better  than  last  year,  but  probably  did  not 
breed. 

314  Swallow 

One  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  Mar.  30th  was  the  first,  but  most  areas 
had  their  first  birds  during  the  first  week  of  April.  A  general  influx 
was  apparent  in  late  April  and  early  May,  the  following  three  figure 
counts  were  reported:  King  George  V  Res.,  100  on  May  4th. 
Walthamstow  Res.,  150  on  May  5th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  100  on  Apr. 
25th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  120  on  May  4th.  Staines  Res.,  100  on  Apr. 
21st.  Epsom  Downs,  100  on  May  9th.  Breeding  numbers  appeared  to 
show  little  change,  but  birds  were  late  in  arriving  at  breeding 
localities  in  some  areas  -  Osterley  Park  for  example. 

Return  passage  got  underway  in  early  September  -  rather  later  than 
usual.  Small  movements  of  up  to  600  birds  were  a  feature  of  the 
month  and  included  400  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Sept.  21st  and  at  Rye 
Meads  S.F.  in  late  August,  and  600  at  Dewe’s  Farm  G.P.  (M)  on 
Sept.  8th.  These  were  eclipsed  by  a  count  of  2,000  at  Stanstead 
Abbotfs  G.P.  on  Sept.  13th.  Movements  continued  well  into  October 
and  several  birds  lingered  into  November.  The  last  bird  of  the  year 
was  one  at  Little  Pamdon  on  Nov.  7th. 

Inner  London:  the  first  was  in  Battersea  Park  on  Apr.  14th.  Seen  in 
five  localities  during  spring  passage  with  a  maximum  of  11  over  the 
River  Thames  at  Battersea  on  May  4th.  The  last  birds  were  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  11th. 

1984  Additional  Record 
E  Fairlop,  one  on  Dec.  1st  (cg rt). 

Very  few  Swallows  were  seen  after  mid-October,  but  the  above 
record  echoes  the  late  Swift  record  for  1984. 

316  House  Martin 

The  first  bird  appeared  on  Mar.  30th  at  Stocker’s  Lake  and  was 
followed  by  a  small  influx  during  the  first  week  of  April.  However, 
birds  did  not  arrive  in  strength  until  the  third  week  of  April, 
particularly  in  Essex  and  Kent.  Passage  continued  well  into  May, 
with  peak  counts  of  300  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.  and  Holmethorpe  S.P.  on 
May  12th,  and  small  three  figure  counts  at  Rye  Meads  S.F., 
Walthamstow  Res.  and  King  George  V  Res. 

As  in  most  recent  years,  many  observers  commented  on  a  decline  in 
numbers.  In  Middlesex  numbers  were  50%  down  in  the  Victoria 
Road  area  of  Staines  and  well  below  average  in  Mill  Hill  Village, 
while  in  Kent  decreases  were  noted  at  Grove  Park  and  Lee.  Only 
three  nests  were  in  use  at  Burgh  Heath  (S),  where  normally  there  are 
14,  and  numbers  were  well  down  in  the  Epsom  area. 

Return  passage  began  in  mid- August  and  although  counts  were  high, 
they  were  not  very  impressive.  Highest  numbers  were  550  at  Bromley 
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Common  on  Sept.  8th,  500  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  7th  and  the  same 
number  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  21st,  400  at  Hilfield  Park  Res. 
on  Sept.  3rd  and  400  at  Oxted  on  Sept.  9th.  Few  large  flocks  were 
seen  in  October,  but  they  included  200  at  Theydon  Bois  as  late  as  the 
21st.  As  with  the  Swallow,  birds  lingered  well  into  the  first  week  of 
November,  with  the  last  at  Shortlands  (K)  on  the  8th. 

Inner  London  breeding  records:  Albert  Gate,  SW1,  nesting  colony. 
Aldersvill  Road,  SW6,  bred  successfully.  Barons  Court,  W14,  few  at 
colony  by  May  4th.  Broomhouse  Road,  SW6,  bred  successfully. 
Colwith  Road,  SW6,  bred  successfully.  Hanover  Terrace,  NW8,  two 
nests.  Harbord  Street,  SW6,  seven  nests,  three  occupied.  Kent 
Terrace,  NW8,  four  nests.  Malvern  Road,  NW6,  two  pairs  nesting. 
Priory  Road,  NW6,  one  pair  at  new  site.  Wapping  Docks,  50  in  July 
probably  from  local  colony.  Waterloo  Gardens,  E2,  one  nest. 
Woodlawn  Road,  SW6,  one  nest.  Wingrave  Road,  W6,  bred 
successfully.  Elsewhere  up  to  50  seen  in  several  parts  of  Central 
London  from  the  first  on  Apr.  23rd,  to  the  last  over  Regent’s  Park  on 
Nov.  4th. 

320  Tree  Pipit 

A  slight  increase  was  noted  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported. 
The  overall  total  was  86  pairs  at  30  sites,  compared  with  70  pairs  in 
the  previous  year  at  18  sites.  The  increased  number  of  sites  may 
reflect  increased  coverage  by  observers  taking  part  in  the  LNHS 
Woodland  Survey  1985-86.  During  the  1985  survey  the  species  was 
recorded  in  40  woodlands,  its  total  population  may  well  prove  to  be 
higher  than  is  summarised  here. 

The  first  in  spring  was  seen  at  Alexandra  Park  (M)  on  Apr.  2nd.  The 
last  bird  of  the  year  was  noted  at  the  same  locality  on  Sept.  29th. 

In  the  summary  below,  breeding  season  distribution  is  shown  with 
singing  males  in  brackets.  Passage  records  are  given  for  Inner 
London  only. 

E  Brentwood  (2),  Coopersale  (1),  Dagnam  Park  (7),  Epping  Forest 
(20),  Hainault  Forest  (4),  North  Weald  (2),  Ongar  (2). 

H  Bishop’s  Wood  (3),  Broxboume  Wood  (8),  Cangsley  Grove  (2), 
Dyson’s  Osiers  (1),  Home  Park  (1),  Hawkshead  Wood  (2),  Northaw 
Great  Wood  (5),  North  Mymms  Park  (1),  Oakend  Wood  (1), 
Symondshyde  (1). 

M  Ruislip  Common  (2),  Stanmore  Common  (1).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  passage  singles  noted  on  Apr.  3rd  and  Aug.  28th 
(trd). 

B  Black  Park  (3). 

K  Chevening  Park  (2),  Darenth  Wood  (1),  Dunstall  Wood  (1),  Knatts 
Valley  Golf  Course  (1),  Preston  Hill  Plantation  (1). 

S  Ashtead  Common  (1),  Banstead  Down  (1),  Headley  and  Walton 
Heaths  (5),  Wimbledon  Common  (4). 

322  Meadow  Pipit 

As  in  previous  years  the  highest  breeding  numbers  were  in  Essex. 
The  species’  summer  distribution  appears  strongest  in  the  former 
marshland  of  the  Lower  Thames  and  on  selected  terrace-gravels 
elsewhere. 

Widely  reported  in  winter  and  on  passage  (including  Inner  London), 
but  no  flocks  exceeded  250.  Breeding  season  distribution  is  summa¬ 
rised  below. 
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E  Fair  lop ,  two  pairs  bred  (mkd)  .  Thames  marshland  between  Rainham 
and  Thurrock  and  inland  to  South  Ockendon,  52  pairs  (mkd). 

H  Foxhole  G.P.,  one  pair  on  June  23rd  (rns). 

M  Shepperton,  nest  with  four  young  on  May  20th  (sbr). 

K  Breeding  reported  at  Dartford  Marsh,  Thamesmead  (10  pairs),  and 
Woolwich  Ranges  (10  family  groups  seen  on  July  6th).  West 
Wickham,  may  have  bred  in  June  (brg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  pair  bred  (gdjm).  Richmond  Park,  several 
pairs  bred  (per  bam).  Riddlesdown,  one  pair  bred  (pjsr).  Ham 
Lands,  an  adult  and  young  on  July  13th  (sm,  nms).  Wimbledon 
Common,  11  pairs  bred  (dlw).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one 
pair  carrying  food  and  another  male  singing  on  June  15th  (dam);  a 
regrettable  decrease  at  this  site  where  the  species  has  bred  annually 
since  1977. 

324a  Rock  Pipit 

Away  from  the  Lower  Thames  shores,  where  the  species  wintered  in 
small  numbers,  records  were  of  short-stay  passage  birds  in  spring  and 
autumn. 

All  records  are  given  or  summarised. 

E  Small  numbers  wintered  along  the  Lower  Thames  between  Barking 
and  West  Thurrock,  maxima  at  Rainham  were  16  on  Feb.  14th  and 
six  in  December.  All  other  records  were  at  the  Lea  Valley 
Reservoirs,  in  spring  between  Mar.  5th  and  23rd  (four  bird/days)  and 
in  autumn  between  Sept.  28th  and  Nov.  30th  (18  bird/days). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  21st.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Mar. 
12th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  one  on  Oct.  7th.  Staines  Res. ,  singles  on  Oct.  16th 
and  Nov.  2nd. 

K  All  records  were  along  the  Thames.  Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  four  in 
January  and  February  and  from  November  to  December.  Swans- 
combe  Marsh,  up  to  three  from  January  to  March  and  four  in 
December.  Thamesmead  and  Woolwich  Arsenal,  two  separate 
singles  on  Dec.  13th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  spring  passage  between  Mar.  14th  and  23rd  (four 
bird/days)  and  autumn  passage  between  Sept.  26th  and  Nov.  4th  (14 
bird/days);  one  showing  the  characters  of  the  Baltic  race  littoralis  on 
Mar.  20th  (nps).  Beddington  S.F. ,  singles  on  Oct.  15th,  Nov.  1st  and 
Dec.  17th. 

324b  Water  Pipit 

This,  the  nominate  race  spinoletta  continues  to  winter  in  the  London 
Area  despite  increasing  threats  to  its  favoured  habitats.  Regrettably 
records  show  a  decrease. 

Wintering  is  summarised,  but  passage  records  are  given  in  full. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Oct.  13th  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  one 
unexpectedly  on  Thames  foreshore  on  Jan.  8th  and  one  on  lagoons 
on  Feb.  24th  (gmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  20th  (dbw>). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  18th  (gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on 
Oct.  27th  (cib).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  wintered  from  Oct.  27th  1984 
to  Mar.  10th;  singles  on  Dec.  2nd  and  15th  (rmrg).  Stocker’s  Lake, 
singles  on  Jan.  5th,  Mar.  30th  and  Apr.  13th  (mgt,  dc)  and  one  at 
Stocker’s  Farm  on  Jan.  1st  (dws)  probably  relate  to  wintering  birds  at 
Springwell  W.C.B.  (M). 

M  Wintering  singles  recorded  at  Springfield  W.C.B.  from  Jan.  1st  to 
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Mar.  29th,  with  two  seen  on  Jan.  14th  (igj  et  al.)\  singles  in  autumn 
from  Nov.  9th  to  end  of  year  (rrd,  cib,  mgt). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  16th  and  Nov.  22nd  (rbh,  nps). 
Beddington  S.F. ,  probably  still  wintering  in  the  vicinity,  with  reports 
of  three  on  Jan.  25th,  one  on  Mar.  14th  and  Apr.  17th  (gdjm,  jgw). 
Hersham  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  5th  (rbh).  Hogsmill  S.F.  one  on  Dec. 
21st  (wri). 

325  Yellow  Wagtail 

The  wintering  bird  from  1984,  reported  in  LBR  49:80,  remained  at 
Beddington  until  early  January  1985.  First  spring  migrants  were  seen 
at  Beddington  and  Cheshunt  G.P.  (Apr.  1st),  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (Apr. 
3rd),  Thamesmead  (Apr.  4th)  and  Staines  and  Walthamstow  Reser¬ 
voirs  (Apr.  5th).  At  least  135  breeding  pairs  were  reported,  but  the 
total  for  the  London  Area  may  stand  higher.  The  last  autumn  passage 
bird  was  recorded  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Oct.  15th,  but  there  was 
an  unexpectedly  late  bird  on  Dec.  27th  and  29th  at  Wm.  Girling  Res. 

Breeding  season  records  are  summarised  below,  with  passage 
concentrations  and  reports  of  races  other  than  flavissima. 

E  Bred  at  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs  (30  pairs  present)  and  gravel  pits 
(20  pairs  present)  and  in  the  Thames  and  south  Essex  marshes  (41 
pairs).  Highest  counts:  65  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Apr.  28th  and  60 
at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug.  21st.  Blue-headed  race  (flava)  reported 
at  Walthamstow  Res.,  King  George  V  Res.  and  Fishers  Green  in 
spring,  and  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  July  15th.  Fishers  Green,  a  hybrid 
resembling  the  Grey-headed  race  ( thunbergi )  on  May  5th  (gjw). 
H  Bred  at  Amwell  G.P.,  Cole  Green,  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  Stanstead 
Abbotts  G.P. ,  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  Highest  count: 
Rye  Meads  S.F.,  80  on  Sept.  1st. 

M  Bred  at  Staines  Res.  and  in  the  Shepperton  area.  Counts  of  over  30 
birds  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  16th  and  Staines  Res.  on  Aug. 
31st  and  Sept.  16th.  A  bird  of  the  Blue-headed  race  (flava)  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  16th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  passage 
birds  seen  on  Apr.  26th  and  May  4th,  and  in  autumn  from  Aug.  27th 
to  Sept.  24th,  the  maximum  count  was  ten  on  Sept.  18th  (trd). 
B  Bred  at  Woodlands  Park. 

K  Bred  at  Dartford  Marsh,  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Thamesmead/Belve- 
dere/Woolwich  Ranges.  A  bird  of  the  Blue-headed  race  (flava )  at 
Dartford  Marsh  on  Aug.  8th. 

S  Bred  at  Beddington  S.F.,  where  it  continues  to  decrease.  Highest 
counts:  61  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  on  May  3rd.  Birds  of  the  Blue-headed 
race  (flava)  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  on  Apr.  25th  and  from  May  9th  to 
12th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  three  or  four  pairs  bred  (dam), 
despite  loss  of  habitat. 

327  Grey  Wagtail 

About  35  pairs  either  bred  or  were  thought  to  have  been  present  in 
the  breeding  season.  Whereas  coverage  was  clearly  incomplete,  it 
seems  probable  that  a  further  decrease  in  the  breeding  population 
has  occurred. 

Breeding  is  summarised  (one  pair  unless  stated  otherwise)  and  the 
largest  winter  counts  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Epping  Forest,  Hackney  Marsh,  Romford,  Waltham  Abbey, 
Walthamstow  Res.  (2)  and  Wm.  Girling  Res.  (2).  In  November  and 
December,  five  were  present  on  Rainham  Marsh. 
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H  Bred  at  Home  Park,  Hatfield  and  present  in  two  other  localities.  In 
winter,  up  to  five  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  and  Rye  Meads  S.F.;  singles 
widespread. 

M  Bred  at  Bentley  Priory  (nearby),  Broadwater  G.P.,  Denham, 
Enfield  and  Shepperton,  and  may  have  bred  at  Dollis  Brook, 
Hampton  Court,  Wood  Green  Res.  and  South  Harefield.  In  winter, 
widespread  but  mostly  singles,  including  Inner  London  (Westmins¬ 
ter,  St.  James’s  Park,  West  End). 

K  Breeding  proved  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  and  Ruxley  G.P.  Outside 
breeding  season,  the  highest  count  was  four  at  Beckenham  Place 
Park  on  Aug.  20th. 

S  Bred  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  (nearby),  Beverley  Brook/Wimbledon 
Common,  Esher,  Hogsmill  S.F.,  Old Oxted,  River  Wandle  (4).  Also 
present  at  Hersham,  Holmethorpe  S.P.  and  Kew.  Outside  breeding 
months,  highest  counts  were  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  (7)  and  Beddington 
S.F.  (5).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf  feeding  a  juvenile  on 
May  3lst  (bm),  suggests  breeding  may  have  occurred  in  the  vicinity. 

328a  Pied  Wagtail 

Widely  distributed  as  a  breeding  species  and  winter  visitor.  In  this 
summary,  large  roosts,  counts  above  100  and  Inner  London  breeding 
records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  maximum  170  at  pre-roost  gatherings  in  November 
(mkd). 

H  Borehamwood,  up  to  120  roosting  in  factory  courtyard  (ec).  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  100  on  Dec.  27th  (rmrg). 

M  Inner  London:  breeding  was  proved  in  St.  James’s  Park  (pjo)  and 
Victoria  Park  (pjs);  a  pair  probably  bred  in  Regent’s  Park  (trd); 
singles  from  January  to  July  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens, 
and  adults  with  two  young  seen  on  Aug.  12th  (ew). 

K  The  Dunton  Green  roost  held  395  on  Jan.  26th,  356  on  Feb.  25th,  380 
on  Mar.  24th  and  510  on  Dec.  9th  (rht).  Orpington,  the  only  count 
made  at  the  Civic  Hall  roost  was  160  on  Mar.  21st  (brg). 
Thamesmead,  c.100  at  reed-bed  roost  in  September  and  October 
(pe/i). 

S  Redhill,  200  in  urban  roost  on  Jan.  20th,  subsequently  the  trees  were 
pruned  and  the  roost  was  abandoned;  birds  returned  to  same  trees  in 
December  (drw,  mwrw).  Inner  London:  breeding  was  proved  at 
Battersea  Park  (bm)  and  Battersea  Power  Station  (me). 

328b  White  Wagtail 

Plentiful  on  spring  passage,  but  there  were  no  autumn  records. 
Spring  passage  records  spread  from  the  first  on  Mar.  23rd  to  the  last 
on  May  16tn.  When  analysed  in  seven-day  periods,  the  records 
formed  two  peaks,  as  seen  from  the  table  below. 

Week  ending  Mar.  24  Mar.  31  Apr.  7  Apr.  14  Apr.  21  Apr.  28  May  5  May  12 

Bird/days  2  5  8  35  17  28  20  5 

E  Singles  were  noted  at  Fishers  Green  and  Netherhall  G.P.  and  up  to 
two  at  King  George  V  Res. ,  Rainham  Marsh  and  Walthamstow  Res. 

H  Singles  were  noted  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  and  Rye  Meads  S.F.  and  up  to 
two  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  and  Stocker’s  Lake. 

M  Singles  were  reported  from  Brent  Res.,  Broadwater  G.P.,  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  Wood  Green  Res.,  Wraysbury  Res.  and  Yiewsley  G.P. 
The  only  site  where  more  than  two  were  reported  was  Staines  Res., 
with  a  maximum  of  four  on  Apr.  10th  (gmh). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.  „one  on  Apr.  18th.  Woodlands  Park,  six  on  Apr.  8th, 
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five  on  Apr.  14th,  two  on  15th  and  one  on  30th  (avm,  pn). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  1st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Apr.  2nd. 
S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  many  dates  from  Mar.  30th  to  May  3rd, 
with  a  maximum  of  four  on  Apr.  13th  and  three  on  16th  (rbh,  nps  et 
al.).  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  24th.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  one  on  Apr.  12th  (bm). 

331  Wren 

A  widely  distributed  species  which  in  some  years  can  be  affected  by 
adverse  winter  weather.  No  decreases  in  breeding  numbers  were 
reported,  but  coverage  was  incomplete.  Figures  for  some  Inner 
London  parks  and  suburban  census  plots  are  given. 

E  Wanstead  Park,  12  on  May  9th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  at  least  28  pairs  bred. 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  ten  pairs  bred.  Osterley  Park,  12  territories 
in  census  plot  following  scrub  clearance.  Inner  London:  Camley 
Street  Natural  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  11th.  Lambeth  Palace 
Gardens,  two  singing  in  April.  Regent’s  Park,  eight  pairs  bred.  St. 
James’s  Park,  bred.  Victoria  Park,  three  singing  on  June  5th. 

K  Oxleas  Wood,  Shooters  Hill,  48  pairs  during  Common  Bird  Census. 
S  Betchworth,  ten  roosting  in  nest-box  in  January.  Headley  Heath,  43 
singing  on  May  6th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Apr. 
12tn,  a  few  pairs  nested. 

333  Dunnock 

Breeding  information  was  incomplete  for  this  widely  distributed 
species,  except  for  some  Inner  London  parks  and  suburban  census 
plots. 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  eight  pairs  bred.  Osterley  Park,  six 
territories  in  census  plot.  Inner  London:  Lambeth  Palace  Gardens, 
two  or  three  singing  in  April.  Regent’s  Park,  five  pairs  bred.  St. 
James’s  Park,  at  least  one  pair  bred. 

K  Oxleas  Wood,  Shooters  Hill,  nine  pairs  in  census  plot. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  20  on  Mar.  24th  ana  seven  on  Apr. 
12th. 

336  Robin 

No  change  in  status  was  reported.  Some  urban  counts  and  census 
figures  are  given. 

E  Wanstead  Park,  12  on  May  9th. 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  nine  pairs  bred.  Osterley  Park,  16  territor¬ 
ies  in  census  plot,  a  return  to  1983  levels.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  seven  pairs  bred;  breeding  was  recorded  in  most  other  London 
parks. 

K  Jubilee  Park,  Bromley,  17  counted  on  Mar.  3rd.  Oxleas  Wood, 
Shooters  Hill,  43  pairs  in  breeding  census. 

S  Bookham  Common,  20  pairs  in  96  acres  of  scrub  and  grassland,  no 
figures  were  received  for  oakwood.  Headley  Heath,  42  singing  on 
May  6th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  several  pairs  bred. 

338  Nightingale 

A  slight  increase  was  noted  with  32  singing  birds  on  territory, 
compared  with  29  in  1984.  Birds  singing  on  migration  are  excluded 
from  this  total.  All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below. 
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E  Childerditch,  one  on  June  1st  (prw).  Epping  Forest,  nine  or  ten 
singing  (jf  et  al.).  Hainault,  eight  pairs,  of  which  at  least  three  bred 
(mkd).  Havering,  two  pairs  (mkd).  Wanstead  Park,  one  singing  from 
May  15th  to  19th  (cwp).  Weald  Park,  two  singing  in  May  and  one  in 
June  (ajg). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  two  singing  in  May  and  June  (gjw,  adw).  Northaw 
Great  Wood,  one  on  May  30th  (gcg).  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  one  on  Aug. 
27th  (rmrg). 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P. ,  singles  trapped  and  ringed  on  July  20th  and  Sept. 
4th  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  19th 
(ms  per  jpw). 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  one  singing  on  Apr.  5th  (brg). 

S  Bookham  Common,  up  to  six  singing  in  May;  three  pairs  in  96  acre 
scrub  and  grassland  census  (dab,  res).  Brooklands,  one  singing  on 
Apr.  15th  (agc). 

1983  Additional  Record 

M  Marble  Hill  Park,  Twickenham,  one  singing  on  Apr.  30th  (dpb). 

342  Black  Redstart 

Winter  records  were  reported  from  Barn  Elms  Res.  (January  to 
March),  Femgide  Estate  Allotments  (Feb.  23rd  and  Mar.  6th), 
Finsbury  Park  (Feb.  6th),  Maple  Lodge  (Jan.  20th  to  21st), 
Northfleet  (Jan.  25th)  and  Staines  Res.  (from  1984  until  Feb.  6th). 
Spring  passage  was  recorded  from  Mar.  28th  at  20  localities.  Autumn 
passage  was  mainly  between  Oct.  9th  and  16th  and  Oct.  24th  to  31st, 
involving  11  localities. 

No  significant  change  in  breeding  status  was  reported.  However  the 
true  picture  may  be  very  different,  bm  states  that  during  1985  he 
visited  26  breeding  sites,  all  of  which  were  successful.  Unfortunately 
he  does  not  reveal  any  of  these  breeding  localities,  so  it  is  not  possible 
to  tell  how  much  duplication  (if  any)  there  is  with  the  sites  listed 
below.  The  picture  is  further  confused  since  observers  were  refused 
access  to  Beckton  Gas  Works  (where  three  pairs  bred  in  1984);  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  we  can  present  a  more  accurate  picture  next  year. 


Pairs  Other  Additional 

proved  pairs  singing 

breeding  present  males  Observers 


Beckton  Gas  Works 

? 

Romford 

i 

DFH 

West  Thurrock 

1 

MKD 

Alexandra  Park 

1 

APBR 

Brimsdown 

1 

RMC,  JF 

Drayton  Park 

1 

CA 

Edmonton 

1 

JG S 

North  Acton 

1 

FFC 

Tottenham  Gas  Works 

1 

f 

ADLL 

Inner  London: 

Broad  Street  Station 

1 

WJB 

Camley  Street 

1 

dr  et  al. 

Little  Britain,  EC1 

1 

BGH,  MJG 

Regent  Street 

1 

ME,  KCO 

Wappine  Dock,  El 

1 

DAM 

Littlebrook  Power  Station 

2 

AJM,  RPM 

Northfleet 

1 

RFS 

Central  Croydon 

1 

pjsr  et  al. 

Holmethorpe 

1 

JDF 
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Inner  London: 


Bankside  Power  Station  1 

ARe 

Barge  House  Street,  SE1 

1 

PJS 

St.  James  Road,  SE16  1 

AHd 

Southwark,  SE1 

1 

DLW 

Vauxhall,  SE11 

1 

pjsr 

Totals  8  4  11 


343  Redstart 

Present  at  three  sites  during  the  summer,  with  some  evidence  of 
breeding  at  one.  There  is  no  sign  of  improving  fortunes  for  this 
woodland-loving  summer  visitor.  Breeding  season  records,  along 
with  summaries  of  spring  and  autumn  passage  are  given. 

E  Coopersale,  one  singing  cf  on  June  1st  (pab).  Epping  Forest,  two 
singing  cf  Cf  were  present  during  the  summer  and  two  juveniles  were 
seen  on  June  8th  (mkd,  rl/i).  The  only  spring  records  were  of  one  on 
Apr.  28th  at  Thomdon  Park  (jmh)  and  on  May  3rd  at  Brentwood 
(ebps).  In  autumn  two  were  at  Romford  on  Aug.  29th  and  30th  (kb) 
and  one  at  Kelvedon  Hatch  on  Sept.  29th  (ebps). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  up  to  three  singing  ocf  during  the  summer 
(gcg,  gmh,  pl).  One  at  Moor  Lane  on  May  5th  (rrd)  was  the  only 
spring  sighting.  Singles  in  autumn  were  as  follows:  Cheshunt  G.P.  on 
Aug.  29th  (gjw),  Rye  House  Marsh  on  Sept.  25th  (rj)  and  Rye 
Meads  S.F.  on  Aug.  26th  and  Sept.  1st  (rmrg). 

M  The  first  was  on  Apr.  10th  at  Twickenham  (dpb),  further  spring 
passage  was  reported  from  seven  other  localities  all  involving  singles 
except  for  two  at  Hampton  Court  Park  on  Apr.  28th  (sdbws)  ,  the  last 
sighting  was  on  May  12th.  Autumn  passage  spread  from  Aug.  25th  to 
Sept.  2/th  involving  five  localities,  all  sightings  were  of  singles  except 
for  two  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  4th  (Kpy)  and  at  Vicarage  Farm, 
Enfield,  where  there  were  21  bird/days  between  Aug.  25th  and  Sept. 
21st  with  two  on  Aug.  31st,  Sept.  16th  and  20th  and  three  on  Sept.  5th 
(rmc).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (trd). 

K  Bromley  area,  singles  on  Apr.  18th  and  25th,  two  on  Apr.  28th  and 
one  on  Apr.  29th  (mb,  gd n,  rf);  the  only  autumn  sighting  here  was 
on  Sept.  22nd  (cb).  Hither  Green  Cemetery,  two  on  Apr.  15th  (dd). 
Petts  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (brg).  St.  Paul’s  Cray  Common,  one 
on  Sept.  26th  (khp). 

S  Spring  passage  began  with  one  in  the  first  week  of  April  at  Hinchley 
Wood  (sdbws)  and  extended  until  the  last  on  Richmond  Common  on 
May  6th  ( adll);  four  localities  had  records,  all  of  single  birds.  In  the 
autumn  tne  first  was  on  Aug.  22nd  at  Ham  Lands  (jh),  in  all  six  sites 
had  records  of  single  birds;  the  last  was  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  on  Oct. 
13th  (pjs). 
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Twenty -five  years  ago... 

BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1960. 


Redstart 

At  least  38  and  possibly  as  many  as  43  cock-birds  singing  on  territory  during 
the  summer;  not  all  found  mates  but  records  suggest  a  figure  of  35  pairs  as  the 
minimum  breeding  population  of  the  London  Area  in  1960.  Almost  half  of 
these  were  concentrated  in  Cuffley  Great  Wood  and  Broxbourne  Woods, 
Herts.,  and  as  in  1959,  there  were  at  least  nine  pairs  in  Epping  Forest,  Essex. 


344  Whinchat 

The  only  breeding  record  was  of  a  pair  at  Rainham  Marsh  (mkd)  and 
one  was  seen  at  South  Harefield  on  June  2nd  (jwt).  As  usual  there 
was  a  profusion  of  passage  records.  Of  these,  31%  were  in  spring 
between  Apr.  9th  and  May  18th,  with  a  peak  over  the  week-end  of 
Apr.  27th  to  28th.  The  remaining  69%  were  in  autumn  between  Aug. 
4tn  and  Oct.  17th,  although  there  was  one  at  Beddington  S.F.  from 
July  11th  to  18th.  Peak  autumn  passage  was  in  the  last  week  of 
August,  but  records  were  fewer  than  average  and  only  at  Rainham 
Marsh  did  counts  exceed  ten.  In  Inner  London  there  were  three 
records,  all  in  Regent’s  Park:  May  6th,  Sept.  4th  (2)  and  Sept.  8th 
(trd). 

1975  Additional  Record 
M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  10th  (pn). 

345  Stonechat 

A  substantial  decrease  in  the  number  of  possible  breeding  pairs  to  23, 
compared  with  38  in  1984.  South  Essex  again  held  the  largest 
population,  though  even  here  there  was  a  marked  drop  in  the  number 
of  pairs  from  28  to  15. 

A  summary  of  breeding  records  is  given,  with  largest  winter  counts. 

E  Hornchurch ,  one  pair  bred  (mkd)  .  Rainham  Marsh ,  at  least  ten  pairs 
bred  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  two  pairs  bred  (mkd).  In  winter  highest 
counts  were  at  Rainham,  with  a  maximum  of  seven  on  Feb.  5th 
(gmh). 

M  Hounslow,  two  males  in  the  breeding  season  (pmt).  In  winter  highest 
numbers  were  in  Bushy  Park,  where  the  maximum  was  three  (mo). 
K  Crayford  Ness,  a  pair  with  young  in  June  (cbc).  Dartford  Marsh,  one 
or  more  pairs  bred  (ajm,  gmh),  up  to  six  in  winter  months.  Elmers 
End  S.F.,  may  have  bred  (brg).  Littlebrook,  one  pair  present, 
juveniles  seen  in  August  (drg).  Thamesmead,  a  pair  bred  (pe/i). 
S  Ham  Lands,  one  pair  bred,  juvenile  seen  (jh,  nms,  sm).  Mitcham 
Common,  one  pair  present,  juveniles  later  (mjn).  Winter  numbers 
low. 

346  Wheatear 

The  first  arrival  in  spring  was  on  Mar.  24th  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve 
(jt),  followed  next  day  by  sightings  at  Dartford  Marsh,  Romford  and 
Walthamstow  Res.  An  apparent  hold-up  in  passage  gave  rise  to  an 
amazing  total  of  386  bird/days  between  Mar.  28th  and  Apr.  3rd.  The 
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first  spectacular  ‘fall’  occurred  on  Mar.  28th  with  32  birds  at 
Beddington  S.F.  (gdjm)  and  another  20  elsewhere.  On  the  following 
day  an  impressive  group  of  over  40  Wheatears  was  at  Kempton  Park 
(sdbws).  On  Saturday  Mar.  30th  observers  logged  no  fewer  than  103 
birds  at  16  sites  in  the  London  Area.  Three  days  later,  on  Apr.  3rd,  a 
second  fall  of  35  birds  at  Beddington  S.F.  (gdjm)  was  accompanied 
by  another  65  birds  at  14  sites  elsewhere. 

During  the  subseauent  but  quieter  spring  passage,  birds  showing  the 
characters  of  the  Greenland  race  leucorrhoa  were  claimed  at  Epsom 
Common  on  Apr.  30th  (sjh)  and  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  May  lltn  and 
19th  (nps). 

Although  recorded  up  to  the  end  of  May,  there  were  no  reports  of 
pairs  holding  territories  or  attempting  to  breed. 

Autumn  passage  was  disappointing  with  fewer  sightings  than  average 
and  generally  low  numbers.  The  first  returning  migrants  were  seen  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  July  3rd  and  8th  (njn,  rmaz),  but  almost  another 
month  elapsed  before  the  main  passage  began.  The  highest  single 
count  in  autumn  was  19  at  London  Airport  on  Sept.  2nd(TJD).  The 
last  date  was  unexceptional  -  Oct.  20th  at  Staines  Res.  (gww,  sjw). 

There  were  four  records  in  Inner  London,  all  in  Regent’s  Park:  two 
on  Apr.  3rd,  singles  on  Aug.  8th  and  21st,  and  two  on  Aug.  17th 
(trd). 

359  Ring  Ouzel 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (cl). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  cf  on  Oct.  6th  (cm). 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  one  from  Oct.  20th  to  24th  (cjc).  Staines 
Moor,  a  cf  on  Apr.  10th  (bm). 

K  Hoblingwell  Wood,  a  cf  on  Mar.  26th  (khp).  Petts  Wood,  a  cf  on 
Mar.  26th  (brg).  Well  Wood,  West  Wickham,  a  cf  on  Mar.  31st 
(brg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  cf  from  Apr.  13th  to  15th  and  a  different  cf  on 
Apr.  24th  (gdjm).  Ham  Lands,  a  cf  from  Apr.  13th  to  15th  (gmh,  jh 
et  al.). 

An  average  year  with  eight  records  in  spring  and  two  records  in 
autumn. 

360  Blackbird 

Not  widely  reported  and  only  slight  evidence  of  any  autumn  passage 
was  noted,.  The  highest  counts  and  breeding  densities  in  each  county, 
as  well  as  evidence  of  the  difficulty  some  pairs  have  in  raising  young 
in  built  up  areas,  are  given  below. 

E  Thomdon  Park,  30  on  Oct.  18th.  Waltham  Abbey,  30  in  November. 
Walthamstow,  28  on  Oct.  31st. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  60  on  Oct.  18th,  40  on  19th  and  35  on  26th. 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  ten  pairs  bred;  85  on  Aug.  30th  and  30  on 
Oct.  15th.  Osterley  Park,  12  territories  were  counted  on  the  census 
plot,  compared  with  15  in  1984  and  22  in  1983.  Inner  London:  Manor 
School,  NW6,  one  pair  built  five  nests  before  it  finally  managed  to 
fledge  young.  Regent’s  Park,  14  pairs  bred. 

K  Bromley  Common,  80+  on  Dec.  30th.  Oxleas  Wood,  Shooters  Hill, 
22  pairs  were  counted  on  a  Common  Bird  Census.  Hither  Green 
Cemetery,  30+  on  Oct.  11th.  Joydens  Wood  area,  winter  numbers 
were  reported  to  be  lower  than  in  recent  years. 
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S  Headley  Heath,  21  singing  birds  on  May  6th. 


364  Fieldfare 

Rather  surprisingly  there  were  almost  no  cold  weather  movements 
during  January;  ‘hundreds’  were  seen  flying  over  Thamesmead 
during  the  first  few  days  of  the  year,  300  passed  over  Smallford  (H) 
on  19th  and  3-500  were  on  Bookham  Common  (S)  on  the  same  day. 
Evidence  of  returning  birds  was  apparent  later  in  the  month  when 
four  100+  flocks  were  reported.  Numbers  rose  appreciably  in 
February  when  800  were  at  Batlers  Green  (H)  on  5th,  500  at 
Hunsdon  Mead  (E)  on  3rd  and  400  at  Fairlop  (E)  on  2nd.  Four  other 
flocks  over  200  was  also  counted.  One  of  the  main  features  of  the  first 
two  months  were  the  extensive  reports  of  birds  visiting  suburban 
gardens,  clearly  due  to  the  cold  weather.  Big  counts  were  maintained 
in  March  with  500  at  Hunsdon  Mead  and  Fishers  Green  (E)  on  22nd, 
and  at  Thamesmead  (K)  on  5th  and  450  at  Horndon  (E)  on  12th. 
Very  few  birds  remained  in  April,  the  only  reports  were  of  100  at 
Harlow  (E)  on  2nd,  40  at  Fairlop  on  6th,  and  three  singles  at  different 
sites  on  28th.  The  last  birds  of  the  spring  were  at  Harlow  on  May  6th. 

The  first  bird  of  the  autumn  was  at  Mitcham  Common  on  Sept.  29th. 
October  reports  were  thin  on  the  ground  with  little  apparent  passage 
until  late  in  the  month  when  40  were  at  Mill  Hill  (M)  and  Totteridee 
(H)  on  28th  and  150  at  Sevenoaks  on  30th.  Apart  from  an  ‘overnight 
fall’  of  at  least  1,000  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  17th,  November  was  quiet 
and  no  other  flocks  rose  above  150  except  for  500  which  were  present 
continually  at  Dartford.  Without  any  dramatic  movements,  apart 
from  an  impressive  ‘overnight  fall’  of  2,000  at  Stanstead  Abbotts 
G.P.  on  1st,  December  counts  increased  significantly  with  six  flocks 
over  200.  The  highest  counts  during  this  month  were  340  at  Harlow 
on  18th  and  500  at  Dartford  Marsh  throughout  the  month. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Dec.  18th.  Holbom,  WC1, 11 
on  Feb.  13th.  Kensington  Gardens,  six  on  Feb.  21st  and  24th. 
Lambeth  Palace,  one  on  Jan.  23rd.  Regent’s  Park,  seen  on  four  dates 
in  January  with  a  maximum  of  65  on  l/th;  the  only  report  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  of  four  on  Oct.  24th.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Dec. 
7th.  Saltram  Crescent,  W9,  one  on  Feb.  22nd. 


365  Song  Thrush 

All  records,  apart  from  Inner  London  (where  only  breeding  records 
are  listed)  are  given  below.  This  species  is  clearly  under-reported. 

E  Fairlop,  12  on  Oct.  27th  and  15  on  Nov.  30th.  Rainham  Marsh,  50  on 
Jan.  12th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  30  on  Sept.  23rd. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  25  on  Oct.  26th. 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  six  pairs  bred;  15  flew  W  on  Oct.  15th. 
Osterley  Park,  only  six  pairs  were  reported  this  year,  compared  with 
12  in  1983  and  ten  in  1982,  ‘scrub  clearance’  was  cited  as  the  reason 
for  this  decline.  Inner  London:  bred  in  Regent’s  Park  (ten  pairs)  and 
St.  James’s  Park. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c.40  on  Jan.  11th.  Hither  Green  Cemetery,  21  on 
Jan.  3rd  and  27  flew  S  on  Oct.  11th.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  15  on  Oct. 
7th.  Oxleas  Wood,  Shooters  Hill,  nine  pairs  present.  Petts  Wood, 
one  singing  on  Nov.  22nd. 

S  Oxted,  a  ‘complete  albino’  was  reported  on  Jan.  16th. 
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366  Redwing 

As  with  Fieldfare  there  were  not  many  records  of  cold  weather 
movements  during  the  early  months  of  the  year,  although  there  were 
widespread  reports  of  birds  appearing  in  gardens;  the  only  significant 
overflying  group  was  160  flying  W  over  Orpington  (K)  on  Jan.  5th. 
Five  flocks  above  200  were  seen  during  the  month,  the  highest  being 
c.250  at  Bookham  Common  (S)  on  5tn  and  250-300  at  Mill  Hill  (M) 
on  30th.  In  February  counts  increased  considerably,  the  biggest 
concentrations  were  750  at  Mill  Hill  on  4th,  600  at  Little  Parndon  (E) 
on  27th  and  590  on  Bromley  Common  (K)  on  24th.  During  March 
groups  of  above  200  were  widely  reported  as  birds  congregated  prior 
to  their  return  migration,  all  flocks  over  500  were:  850  at  Fishers 
Green  on  12th  ana  795  on  15th,  660  at  Little  Parndon  on  7th,  c.600 
which  flew  over  Thamesmead  on  5th  and  500+  atBeddingtonS.F.  on 
13th.  Apart  from  five  at  Banstead  (S)  on  12th  only  singles  were 
reported  in  April,  the  last  bird  of  the  spring  was  at  Clapham  (S)  on 
30th. 

There  were  only  three  records  for  September,  with  the  first 
appearing  at  Tadworth  (S)  on  21st.  In  October  ‘continuous  night 
passage’  was  reported  from  Orpington  on  19th  and  20th  and  small 
numbers  were  passing  over  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  on  20th  and 
26th,  but  these  were  the  only  reports  of  active  passage.  The  highest 
count  was  c.  100  at  Bookham  Common  on  27th.  Counts  remained 
modest  during  November  and  December,  the  highest  flocks  being 
350  at  Petts  Wood  (K)  on  Nov.  16th  and  340  at  Little  Parndon  on 
12th,  although  ‘several  thousand’  were  reported  from  Downe  Barnes 
Farm  on  Dec.  29th.  Between  600  and  800  arrived  after  an  ‘overnight 
fall’  at  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  on  Dec.  1st,  this  was  the  only 
evidence  of  any  movement  during  this  period. 

Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  SE1,  up  to  three  in  February  and 
March.  Battersea  Park,  30  on  Jan.  17th  and  ten  on  Nov.  8th.  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  six  in  February  and  two  in 
March.  Regent’s  Park,  maxima  were:  c.50  on  Jan.  21st,  c.40  on  Feb. 
19th  and  up  to  15  in  March;  two  on  Nov.  1st  was  the  only  end  of  the 
year  record.  St.  James’s  Park,  up  to  nine  in  January  and  up  to  eight  in 
March.  St.  Botolph’s  Churchyard,  Bishopsgate,  one  on  Feb.  20th. 
Wapping,  six  flew  SE  on  Jan.  17th. 

367  Mistle  Thrush 

Flocks  of  this  species  are  most  frequently  reported  in  the  late  summer 
and  early  autumn,  which  probably  only  refer  to  locally  bred  birds; 
there  is  little  evidence  of  any  apparent  immigration  into  the  Area.  All 
counts  of  30  or  more,  some  notable  breeding  concentrations,  as  well 
as  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  the  xanthocroic  individual  first  seen  in  1982  was 
present  until  at  least  May  18th.  Haberdashers  School,  30  in  early 

. .  September.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  39  on  Aug.  24th. 

M  Mill  Hill,  31  on  Aug.  9th.  Osterley  Park,  17  pairs  were  present  but 
only  eight  nests  were  found.  Inner  London:  breeding  was  recorded  at 
Ford  Square,  EC1.  Kensington  Gardens.  Manor  School,  NW6. 
Paddington  Street,  Wl.  Regent’s  Park  (five  pairs).  St.  James’s  Park. 

K  Bromley,  32  on  June  30th. 

S  Banstead,  35  on  Aug.  7th.  Bletchingley,  up  to  50  during  July. 
Wimbledon  Common,  29  pairs  bred,  compared  with  25  in  1984  and 
19  in  1983.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  five  pairs  bred. 
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369  Cetti’s  Warbler 

H  Only  recorded  in  the  winter  months  in  the  Lea  Valley.  Singles  at  one 
locality  on  four  dates  up  to  Mar.  2nd  and  one  at  a  nearby  locality  on 
Feb.  23rd  which  may  have  been  the  same  individual.  Singles  at  the 
second  locality  on  Oct.  20th,  Nov.  3rd  and  23rd,  and  one  at  another 
locality  some  four  miles  away  on  Nov.  18th  and  Dec.  13th  (hpm, 

GJW). 

373  Grasshopper  Warbler 

A  slight  improvement  on  1984  with  two  pairs  known  to  have  bred  and 
some  nine  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season.  Another  16  in  April 
and  the  first  half  of  May  were  probably  passage  migrants.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  Singles  singing  in  Epping  Forest  in  May  and  June ,  at  Fishers  Green  in 
June,  at  South  Hornchurch  on  May  12th,  Waltham  Abbey  on  May 
6th,  at  Weald  Park  on  May  9th  and  10th,  and  at  West  Thurrock  on 
Apr.  30th. 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  one  on  May  6th.  Bowyers  G.P. ,  one  on  Apr.  18th  and 
May  12th.  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  and  24th.  Brox- 
boume  Woods,  up  to  three  singing  in  May  and  June.  Cheshunt  G.P. , 
tour  on  May  10th.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  on  May  26th.  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  present  from  Apr.  19th  to  Aug.  11th,  one  pair  bred. 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  20th. 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  30th. 

K  Bromley  Common,  one  singing  from  Apr.  25th  until  May  5th. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  a  nest  with  six  young  on  June  5th  and  three  other 
singing  cTcf ;  but  loss  of  suitable  breeding  habitat  continues  due  to 
scrub  encroachment.  Bookham  Common,  two  singing  from  May  9th 
to  17th,  the  first  there  since  1976.  Wimbledon  Common,  one  singing 
on  Apr.  17th. 

378  Sedge  Warbler 

The  approximate  number  of  territories  reported  during  the  breeding 
season  was  40  in  Essex,  99  in  Herts,  ten  in  Middx.,  six  in  Kent  and 
nine  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  164. 

Inadequate  coverage  makes  comparisons  difficult.  Of  the  ten  sites 
which  held  ten  or  more  territories  in  1984,  figures  are  only  available 
for  three.  At  these  the  totals  were  99  in  1984  and  95  in  1985. 
Localities  with  ten  or  more  territories  (totals  in  brackets)  and  all 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh  (20)  and  West  Thurrock  (10). 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (20),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (45)  and  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (30). 
M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  26th  and  seven  in  the 
period  Apr.  27th  to  May  14th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr.  30th,  three  on  May  3rd, 
two  on  May  4th  and  one  on  June  4th. 

382  Reed  Warbler 

The  approximate  number  of  territories  reported  during  the  breeding 
season  was  149  in  Essex,  210  in  Herts.,  37  in  Middx.,  70  in  Kent  and 
19  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  485,  which  compares  with  392  in  1984  and  349 
in  1983. 

Coverage  was  better  than  for  Sedge  Warbler,  and  figures  are 
available  for  seven  sites  which  held  ten  or  more  territories  in  1984. 
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The  comparative  figures  were  184  in  1984  and  193  in  1985.  Localities 
with  ten  or  more  territories  (totals  in  brackets),  Inner  London 
records  and  instances  of  breeding  near  Inner  London  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (35),  Rainham  (40),  South  Ockendon  (12),  West 
Thurrock  (15),  Walthamstow  Marsh  (25)  and  Walthamstow  Res. 

H  fcheshunt  G.P.  (105),  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (36)  and  Stanstead  Abbotts 
G.P.  (42). 

M  Brent  Res.  (22).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  bred  and  another 
singing  male  present.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May 
20tn.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  singing  on  June  4th. 

K  Crayford  Marshes  (10),  Thamesmead  East  (12)  and  Woolwich 
Ranges  (12). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  four  pairs  bred. 

389  Dartford  Warbler 

M  Bushy  Park,  the  bird  first  located  in  November  1984  was  present 
from  Jan.  1st  to  5th  but  disappeared  after  the  first  heavy  snow  (nmj, 
sm  et  al.). 

The  last  instance  of  wintering  in  London  was  in  1972/73  at  Rainham 
Marsh;  it  is  not  surprising  that  it  disappeared  (or  succumbed) 
following  the  arrival  of  the  cold  weather,  bearing  in  mind  this  species’ 
susceptibility  to  sub-zero  temperatures. 

Fifty  years  ago... 

BIRDS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1936. 

Dartford  Warbler.  Sylvia  undata  dartfordiensis  Lath. 

S.  Bred  in  two  localities  within  the  Society’s  area.  Two  nests  were  reported  from 
“A,”  and  in  “B ,”  where  breeding  has  not  previously  been  recorded  during  the 
present  century,  one  pair  successfully  reared  two  broods  of  four  young  each. 
By  the  end  of  the  year  both  adults  and  young  appeared  to  have  left  the 
locality,  the  last  bird  being  seen  on  26th  December. 

(Locality  ‘A’  was  Walton  Heath ,  near  Reigate ;  during  the  1938  breeding  season  eight  pairs  were  located 
here.  Locality  ‘B’  was  Wimbledon  Common;  this  was  the  last  instance  of  known  breeding  at  this  site). 
Ed. 


396  Barred  Warbler 

S  Richmond  Park,  a  first- winter  bird  feeding  on  hawthorn  berries  on 
the  morning  of  Sept.  21st  (dpb). 

Only  the  third  London  record,  the  previous  two  were  both  trapped  at 
Rye  Meads  S.F.,  on  Aug.  19th  19/2  and  Aug.  16th  1975.  Although 
well  seen  and  heard  by  the  observer,  it  proved  utterly  elusive  to 
subsequent  searchers. 

397  Lesser  Whitethroat 

The  number  of  territories  reported  was  25  in  Essex,  16  in  Herts. ,  32  in 
Middx.,  ten  in  Kent  and  30  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  113  compared  with 
127  in  1984,  but  information  was  not  available  for  many  areas.  A  pair 
bred  at  Hampstead  Heath  for  the  first  time  since  1945.  Reported  as 
very  scarce  in  Cassiobury  Park,  and  fewer  reported  than  in  previous 
years  in  the  SDBWS  area.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 
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M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Apr.  30th,  one  singing  from 
May  4th  to  22nd,  but  three  on  May  20th;  one  on  Aug.  30th  and  Sept. 
4th.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  25th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  2nd  and  28th,  June 
6th,  Aug.  18th  and  Sept.  5th  and  11th. 

4 

398  Whitethroat 

The  number  of  territories  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was  193 
compared  with  191  in  1984,  indicating  little  change  in  the  population. 
The  distribution  was  43  in  Essex,  25  in  Herts.,  26  in  Middx.,  28  in 
Kent  and  71  in  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  3rd  and  Sept.  11th. 

399  Garden  Warbler 

The  number  of  probable  territories  reported  was  190  compared  with 
142  in  1984.  The  distribution  was  53  in  Essex,  58  in  Herts.,  seven  in 
Middx.,  four  in  Bucks.,  22  in  Kent  and  46  in  Surrey.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  30th,  May  9th,  14th 
and  15th;  one  on  Aug.  21st  and  four  on  Aug.  27th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr.  30th,  two  on  May  3rd; 
singles  on  Aug.  6th  and  9th,  Sept.  5th  and  24th  and  Oct.  9th. 

400  Blackcap 

The  largest  local  populations  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  with 
comparative  figures  for  1984  in  brackets,  were  Hainault,  35  pairs 
1301,  Havering,  20  pairs  (20)  and  Wimbledon  Common,  63  pairs 
(58).  Winter  records  were  more  frequent  than  usual  in  January  and 
February,  probably  due  to  the  hard  weather  making  suburban 
gardens  more  attractive,  and  less  frequent  than  usual  in  November 
and  December.  Summaries  of  winter  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 


E 

H 

M 

B 

K 

S 

Total 

January  and  February:  individuals 

1 

4 

12 

0 

10 

32 

59 

localities 

1 

4 

10 

0 

7 

24 

46 

November  and  December:  individuals 

2 

0 

1 

1 

3 

4 

11 

localities 

2 

0 

1 

1 

3 

4 

11 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Apr.  5th  and  7th.  Kensington 
Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  16th  and  July  9th.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least 
five  pairs  bred;  in  addition  one  or  two  passage  birds  on  several  dates 
in  April  and  May. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  bred  raising  two  young;  a  2 
on  Jan.  2nd  and  a  cf  and  2  on  Jan.  1 1th;  first  spring  arrivals  were  a  <j 
and  a  $  on  Apr.  4th;  three  on  Sept.  24th,  a  cf  on  Oct.  22nd  and  Nov. 
3rd. 

401  Greenish  Warbler 
1961  Correction. 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  from  at  least  Jan.  1st  to  Feb.  26th. 

1964  Correction. 

M  Dollis  Hill,  one  on  Oct.  1st. 

Following  a  review  of  all  Greenish  Warbler  records  by  the  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee,  the  two  sightings  above  have  been 
rejected.  These  were  the  only  London  records.  See  BB  78:  437-451. 

A 
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403  Pallas’s  Warbler 

S  Wandsworth  Common,  a  singing  cf  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  29th 
(ag h  et  al. )  was  well  seen  feeding  in  a  hawthorn  tree,  subsequently  it 
disappeared  into  the  depths  of  some  nearby  weeping  willows  -  it  did 
not  reappear. 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  first 
record  for  the  London  Area  of  the  tiniest,  and  yet  the  most  dazzling, 
member  of  the  Phylloscopus  family  to  have  occurred  in  Britain. 
Bearing  in  mind  that  one  had  reached  Cliffe  in  Kent  (only  a  few  miles 
beyond  our  eastern  boundary)  in  November  1983,  its  appearance  in 
our  Area  is  not  so  unexpected  as  it  might  at  first  seem.  The  date  of 
arrival  is  typical  for  this  traditionally  late  autumn  vagrant;  that  it 
should  have  been  singing  makes  the  record  doubly  unusual. 


408  Wood  Warbler 

A  slight  increase  in  status  with  four  pairs  breeding  and  some  28  other 
singing  males  at  the  end  of  May  and  in  early  June.  All  records  are 
given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  ringed  on  Aug.  4th.  Dagnam  Park,  one  singing 
on  May  8th  and  9th.  Epping  Forest,  three  or  four  singing  cTu  in 
June.  Hainault  Forest,  a  cf  on  May  11th.  Valentine’s  Park,  one 
singing  on  Apr.  29th. 

H  Bishops  Wood,  single  cfcf  on  May  11th  and  June  11th.  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  a  cf  on  May  10th.  Chorleywood  Common,  two  cfcf  on  May 
26th.  Essendon  Place,  a  cf  on  May  6th.  Marshalswick,  three  cf  Cf  on 
Apr.  28th.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  a  cf  on  May  6th  and  two  cf  Cf  on 
June  9th. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  singing  cf  Cf  from  Apr.  27th  to  29th  and  on  May 
19th.  Harrow  Weald  Common,  one  singing  on  June  22nd.  Stanmore 
Common,  singing  cf  Cf  on  May  6th,  May  22nd  to  29th  and  June  4th. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  26th. 

K  Bromley  Common,  one  on  June  23rd.  Brasted  Chart,  a  cf  on  Apr. 
28th.  Chalkwood/Joyden’s  Wood,  a  cf  on  June  7th.  Churchwood, 
one  singing  in  the  breeding  season.  Dartford  Marsh,  a  cf  ringed  on 
June  30th.  High  Elms,  one  on  May  6th.  Hosey  Common,  one  singing 
throughout  the  breeding  season.  Jack  Wood,  one  on  May  znd. 
Kingswood,  two  cf  Cf  on  May  27th  and  one  cf  on  June  30th.  Keston 
area,  six  singing  cf  Cf  on  May  5  th.  Petts  Wood,  two  cf  Cf  on  Apr.  27th 
and  one  cf  on  Apr.  28th.  Ruxley  G.P.,  a  cf  from  Apr.  27th  to  May 
5th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  a  cf  on  Apr.  28th. 

S  Addington  Hills,  one  cf  singing  on  Apr.  26th  and  30th,  May  5th  and 
19th  and  June  14th.  Banstead  Heath,  one  cf  singing  on  June  30th. 
East  Molesey,  one  cf  singing  at  Imber  Wood  on  Apr.  21st.  Epsom 
Common,  one  cf  on  July  8th.  Fairmile  Common,  one  cf  singing  on 
May  31st.  Ham  Common,  one  pair  bred  successfully.  Headley 
Heath,  two  on  May  18th  and  one  on  June  2nd  at  a  different  site. 
Holmethoipe  S.P.,  a  family  party  on  June  10th.  Limpsfield  Chart,  a 
Cf  singing  in  the  second  half  of  May  and  one  singing  at  a  different 
locality  on  June  30th.  Limpsfield  Common,  one  o  singing  from  May 
7th  to  June  9th,  but  not  seen  subsequently.  Richmond  Park,  one  cf 
singing  on  May  3rd.  Shirley  Hills,  two  cfcf  singing  on  May  1st. 
Wimbledon  Common,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  and  there  were  at 
least  three  other  territories.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles 
on  Apr.  30th,  May  3rd,  Aug.  1st  and  Sept.  13th  and  24th. 
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Twenty-five  years  ago,..  

BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1960. 

Wood  Warbler 

Although  this  species  was  recorded  singing  in  fourteen  localities,  three  more 
than  in  1959,  only  one  nest,  eventually  robbed  by  a  natural  predator,  was 
found  (at  Chelsham,  Surrey)  and  its  status  as  a  breeding  bird  is  clearly 
insecure. 


409  Chiffchaff 


A  summary  of  winter  records  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 
The  locality  with  the  highest  count  was  Wraysbury  G.P.  with  at  least 
ten  on  Jan.  6th  (including  one  showing  the  characters  of  P.c.  tristis), 
but  this  figure  had  declined  noticeably  by  20th,  when  only  three  were 
counted.  Another  bird  showing  the  characters  of  P.c.  tristis  was 
trapped  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Dec.  21st. 


January  and  February:  individuals 

localities 

November  and  December:  individuals 

localities 


E 

0 

0 

3 

3 


H 

4 

2 

7 

4 


M 

11 

9 

0 

0 


B 

10 

1 

3 

2 


K 

9 

7 

3 

3 


S  Totals 
8  42 

5  24 

3  19 

1  13 


M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr. 
4th  and  16th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Jan.  1st,  one  on  Mar.  31st  and 
Apr.  9th,  one  on  June  30th,  three  on  Sept.  19th  and  one  on  Oct.  7th. 
S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Apr.  3rd;  two  on  Aug.  18th, 
one  on  Sept.  22nd,  two  on  the  24th  and  four  on  the  30th,  three  on 
Oct.  4th  and  five  on  the  10th. 


410  Willow  Warbler 

In  the  absence  of  any  figures  for  Wimbledon  Common,  the  largest 
local  population  reported  was  60  pairs  at  Hainault.  83  singing  males 
were  recorded  for  Tadworth-Walton-Headley-Banstead,  but  it  is  not 
clear  whether  passage  migrants  were  included.  Other  notable 
concentrations  of  singing  birds  during  the  breeding  season  were  as 
follows:  (H)  Cheshunt  G.P,  (32),  Northaw  Great  Wood  (26),  Rye 
Meads  S.F.  (10),  (K)  Joydens  Wood  (13+),  Keston  Common  (10), 
Woolwich  (20)  and  (S)  Barnes  Common  (12+). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  6th 
and  7th,  two  on  Apr.  16th;  several  on  Aug.  8th,  16th  and  17th. 
Regent’s  Park,  main  passage  from  Apr.  3rd  to  Apr.  17th,  maxima  ten 
on  Apr.  3rd  and  nine  on  Apr.  17th,  with  one  or  two  until  May  13th; 
one  on  Aug.  13th  and  17th.  St.  James’s  Park,  three  on  Apr.  8th  and 
17th,  singles  on  seven  other  dates  up  to  May  1st;  one  on  Sept.  2nd. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Apr.  3rd,  ten  on  Apr.  4th,  20 
on  Apr. 12th,  two  on  May  4th;  four  on  Aug.  1st,  12  on  Aug.  6th,  20  on 
Sept.  5th,  ten  on  Sept.  11th,  and  six  on  Sept.  15th.  Lambeth  Palace, 
one  sang  in  the  grounds  from  May  1st  to  July  10th,  but  no  evidence  of 
a  $  present. 

411  Goidcrest 

The  highest  counts  of  the  year  along  with  breeding  season  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  five  singing  cfcf.  Hainault,  five  pairs  bred;  45  on 


108 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  50  FOR  1985 


Oct.  19th.  Havering,  two  pairs.  Thomdon  Park,  three  pairs;  40  on 
Sept.  28th.  Valentine’s  Park,  one  singing  cf . 

H  Broxboume  Woods,  ten  on  May  26tn.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  two  pairs 
from  April  to  June.  Darlands  Lake,  one  pair  bred.  Hatfield,  one  pair 
bred.  High  Canons,  four  cfcf  on  May  19th.  Marshalswick,  one  or 
two  pairs.  Totteridge,  a  cf  on  June  18th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  bred,  seven  territories.  Queen  Mary  G.P. ,  30  on  Oct. 
26th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on 
Nov.  2nd.  Regent’s  Park,  two  singing  cf  Cf  on  Apr.  17th;  one  on  Oct. 
21st.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  1st,  one  on 
Apr.  23rd.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  two  on  Oct.  8th  and  Dec.  3rd. 

K  Bromley  Common,  three  or  four  pairs  in  April.  Foots  Cray  Wood,  a 
pair  on  Apr.  21st.  Harvington,  three  or  four  pairs  in  April.  High 
Elms,  two  pairs  bred.  Lullingstone,  a  pair  in  April.  Ruxley  Wood,  at 
least  six  pairs  in  June,  30  on  Oct.  31st.  Oxleas  Wood,  two  pairs. 

S  Bansteaa,  a  juvenile  on  July  30th.  Bletchingley,  one  pair  bred. 
Brockwell  Park,  two  on  May  14th.  Juniper  Hall,  an  adult  and  a 
juvenile  on  June  16th.  Holmethorpe  S.P. ,  a  pair  and  five  juveniles  on 
July  21st.  Leatherhead,  an  adult  and  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  29th. 
Mickleham  Downs,  two  singing  on  June  16th.  Old  Coulsdon,  four 
pairs  on  Apr.  7th.  Rowdon  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  6th.  St. 
Anne’s  Hill,  six  cf  Cf  on  June  6th,  four  on  July  12tn,  and  juveniles  on 
Aug.  11th.  Streatham  Common,  a  pair  in  May  and  June.  Wands¬ 
worth  Common,  one  singing  on  May  21st.  Wimbledon  Common,  six 

?airs  probably  bred.  Woodmansteme,  one  singing  from  April  to 
une.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  ten  on  Mar.  18th,  five  on  May 
4th;  bred;  12  on  July  9th,  an  adult  and  a  juvenile  on  July  18th,  20  on 
Oct.  22nd.  Battersea  Power  Station,  one  singing  on  Oct.  28th. 


The  level  of  occurrence  was  similar  to  1984  and  again  there  were  no 
records  between  mid-June  and  late  October.  There  were  fewer 
records  for  Essex  and  more  for  Surrey.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Ongar,  one  ringed  on  Apr.  9th  (ebps). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  $  on  Mar.  12th  (gjw,  adw).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  cf 
on  Nov.  14th,  Dec.  1st  and  Dec.  6th  (rrd,  cl,  dp). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  cf  on  May  27th  (ceb).  Osterley  Park,  a  cf  on 
June  8th  (dgh).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  a  9  on  Nov.  16th  was  trapped 
and  ringed  and  then  retrapped  on  Nov.  23rd  and  Dec.  7th  (hrg). 
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M/B  Yiewsley  Fisheries  and  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  1st,  9th  and  11th,  two  on 
Jan.  26th  (gmh,  rjh,  cl,  gar);  one  on  Nov.  18th  (cl). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  18tn  (ajm,  rpm). 

S  Addington  Hills,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Jan.  27th  (jkcg). 
Clapham,  a  cf  singing  on  Apr.  10th  (me).  East  Sheen  Common,  a  cf 
on  Apr.  10th  (edJ) .  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Jan.  13th  and  Feb.  16th,  two 
roosting  from  Feb.  19th  to  Mar.  2nd,  one  roosting  from  Mar.  4th  to 
20th,  two  roosting  on  Mar.  23rd  and  24th  and  one  on  Mar.  31st  (rbh, 
jh,  rjh).  Mitcham  Common,  a  $  trapped  and  ringed  on  Feb.  3rd 
(mjn).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Oct.  25th,  a  cf  on  Nov.  18th 
and  a  cf  and  9  on  Nov.  25th  (ag/i,  cjp).  Winey  Hill,  Chessington, 
one  on  Mar.  30th  (tsc,  sdbws).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf 
and  $  on  Feb.  22nd;  one  on  Dec.  11th  (bm). 

413  Spotted  Flycatcher 

This  is  a  widespread  breeding  species  in  London,  no  comments  on 
any  change  of  status  were  received.  At  Hainault  there  were  12  pairs, 
the  same  as  in  1984.  At  Osterley  Park  13  pairs  (10  nests  found), 
compared  with  15  pairs  (11  nests  found)  in  1984.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  families  in 
July,  one  family  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Aug.  16th  and  17th,  and 
one  family  in  Hyde  Park  on  Aug.  30th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May 
8th  was  the  only  spring  record;  recorded  in  the  autumn  from  Sept. 
3rd  to  9th,  maximum  seven  on  Sept.  4th.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on 
Sept.  4th.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  family  of  five  on  July  7th.  Little 
Britain,  EC1,  two  on  May  30th.  Victoria  Park,  E9,  one  on  June  16th. 
Charterhouse  Square,  EC1,  one  on  July  31st. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  May  28th;  one  on  Sept.  3rd 
and  13th,  two  on  Sept.  28th  and  one  on  Oct.  9th. 

416  Pied  Flycatcher 

Spring  passage  spread  from  Apr.  4th  to  May  11th,  but  the  majority  of 
sightings  were  in  the  periods  from  Apr.  27th  to  29th  and  May  2nd  to 
4th.  Two  early  males  arrived  on  Apr.  4th  and  7th,  then  there  was  a 
gap  of  ten  days  before  the  next  arrival.  Some  30  individuals  were 
involved  and  this  number  was  not  exceeded  on  the  autumn  passage 
which  lasted  from  Aug.  16th  to  Sept.  30th  with  no  marked  peaks.  No 
sighting  in  either  spring  or  autumn  involved  more  than  two  indi¬ 
viduals.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  May  3rd  (pf).  Fairlop,  one  on  Aug.  31st 
(cg/i).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Sept.  30th  (mjh).  Hainault,  singles  on 
Apr.  24th  and  May  4th  (mkd,  rbh,  mjm).  Romford,  one  on  Aug. 
30th  and  Sept.  9th  (kb).  Valentines  Park,  one  on  Aug.  24th,  Sept. 
2nd  and  8th,  two  on  Aug.  25th  and  26th,  Sept.  5th  and  6th  (cg n). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  one  on  Aug.  18th  (gjw).  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  a  cf  on  Apr. 
21st  (wgl);  two  on  Aug.  29th,  one  on  Sept.  1st,  two  on  Sept.  30th 
(mjh,  gjw,  adw).  Rickmans  worth,  a  cf  at  Woodcock  Hill  on  May 
4th  (rdnhs). 

M  Bedfont  Quarry,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  May  11th  (rrg).  Brent 
Park,  NW11,  two  cfcf  on  May  3rd  (nm).  Bushy  Park,  two  cfcf  on 
Apr.  27th  (nms,  sm).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  cf  on  May  2nd  (kes). 
Queen  Mary  G.P.,  a  $  trapped  and  ringed  on  May  4th  (rrg). 
Ruislip,  one  at  Copse  Wood  on  Apr.  17th  (trdai).  Scratch  wood,  a  cf 
on  Apr.  27th  (spy).  Sipson,  a  9  on  Apr.  27th  (tjd).  Southall,  a  cf  on 
May  2nd  and  3rd  (bp).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept. 
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5th  and  9th  (trd).  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  one  on  May  11th 
(mb). 

K  Darrick  Wood,  a  cf  on  Apr.  28th  (wtgb).  Elmstead  Woods,  a  cf  on 
Apr.  7th  (lp).  Foots  Cray  Wood,  two  cfcf  on  Apr.  28th  (sjg). 
Jubilee  Park,  Bromley,  a  cf  on  Apr.  4th  (aj). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  two  cfcf  on  Apr.  28th  (sjs).  Hogsmill  S.F., 
singles  on  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  21st  (sdbws).  Mitcham  Common,  one 
on  Aug.  21st  (me).  Richmond  Park,  a  J  on  Apr.  28th  (dpb). 
Woodmansteme,  a  cf  on  Apr.  29th  (pjs).  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  a  j  on  Apr.  29th,  two  cf  Cf  on  May  2nd,  one  on  Aug.  16th,  two 
on  Sept.  2nd,  one  on  Sept.  3rd  and  5th,  two  on  Sept.  13th  and  one  on 
Sept.  24th  (bm). 

1984  Additional  Records 

E  Valentines  Park,  five  on  Aug.  24th  and  seven  on  Aug.  25th  (cgai). 
H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (reb). 

Although  the  total  of  seven  is  impressive,  it  does  not  reach  the  peak 
count  of  15  achieved  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Sept.  3rd  1951. 

417  Bearded  Tit 

For  the  second  year  in  succession,  a  November  influx  produced  a 
flock  of  40  birds  at  Rainham  Marsh.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop,  two  on  Oct.  12th  (cgh).  Rainham  Marsh,  15  on  Jan.  8th,  ten 
on  the  12th,  eight  on  the  19th  and  nine  on  the  27th;  two  on  Feb.  5th, 
four  on  the  16th  and  one  on  Feb.  24th  was  the  last  (gmh,  mkd);  ten 
on  Oct.  29th,  27  on  Nov.  1st,  40  on  Nov.  2nd,  30  on  Nov.  lOtn  and 
Dec.  14th  and  15  on  Dec.  27th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  up  to  eight  in 
January  and  February,  two  on  Mar.  3rd;  two  on  Dec.  15th  (drg). 
H  Amwell  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  1st  (twg).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  six  on  Jan. 

12th  (rl/i);  a  5  on  Oct.  19th  and  two  on  Nov.  3rd  (pl,  mjo). 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P. ,  a  cf  trapped  on  Oct.  17th  had  been  ringed  on  July 
13th  1985  on  the  Isle  of  Grain  in  Kent  (hrg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Dec.  1st  (eeg). 


418  Long-tailed  Tit 

One  observer  commented  that  there  was  no  apparent  reduction  in 
numbers  after  the  severe  weather  in  January  ana  February.  However 
at  Bookham  Common  where  the  number  of  territories  in  1984  had 
risen  to  13  from  five  in  1983,  there  were  only  four  pairs  in  1985.  After 
the  breeding  season  they  were  described  as  abundant  at  Queen  Mary 
G.P.  where  there  was  a  maximum  of  50  on  Oct.  26th.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  on  Mar. 
8th,  a  family  party  on  July  25th  and  other  small  parties  on  other 
dates,  one  on  Nov.  7th  and  seven  on  Dec.  7th.  Regent’s  Park,  two  on 
Jan.  15th  and  Feb.  12th,  singles  on  Feb.  26th  and  Mar.  28th;  two  pairs 
nested;  at  least  two  on  Aug.  5th.  St.  James’s  Park,  two  in  January  and 
February,  one  on  Apr.  4th  and  24th;  two  on  July  25th,  one  in  August 
and  up  to  seven  in  December.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  party  of  eight 
seen  in  late  June.  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  two  on  Mar.  22nd,  six  on 
Nov.  22nd. 

S  Battersea  Park,  ten  on  Mar.  4th,  one  pair  nested;  12  in  a  flock  on  July 
18th,  20  on  Sept.  28th.  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  eight  on  Nov. 
20th. 
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419  Marsh  Tit 

There  were  ten  pairs  at  Hainault  where  the  population  had  remained 
at  12  pairs  over  the  last  four  years,  but  there  is  no  evidence  on  which 
to  suggest  a  change  of  status  generally  in  the  Area.  There  were  30+  at 
Headley  Heath  on  Feb.  2nd.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

420  Willow  Tit 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given.  There  were  no  Inner  London 
records. 

E  Hainault,  three  pairs.  Waltham  Abbey,  three  pairs. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  three  pairs.  Darlands  Lake,  two  on  July  13th. 
Cassiobury  Park,  two  pairs  in  May.  Marshalswick,  one  pair  bred. 
Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  or  two  pairs  in  May  and  June.  Rye  Meads 
S.F. ,  two  pairs  bred.  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  pairs  bred.  Squires  Lake,  a 
pair  on  June  9th.  Symondshyde,  one  pair. 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  two  on  June  24th,  believed  to  be  breeding.  Ruislip 
Common,  one  on  June  2nd;  the  observer  (je)  comments:  ‘appears  to 
have  declined  rapidly  in  recent  years’.  Scratchwood,  four,  including 
three  singing  cf  <j  on  Apr.  4th,  two  believed  to  be  juveniles  on  July 
7th. 

K  Darenth  Wood,  a  pair  in  June.  Elmstead  Woods,  one  on  May  19th. 
Valence  Wood,  one  on  June  16th. 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  pair.  Burgh  Heath,  a  pair,  displaying  on 
Apr.  15th,  were  present  all  summer.  Fairmile  Common,  one  on  May 
15th.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on  July  14th.  Walton  Heath,  a  pair  in 
suitable  breeding  habitat  on  May  5th. 

422  Coal  Tit 

Status  pointers  are  conflicting.  48  pairs  bred  at  Wimbledon  Common 
compared  with  40  pairs  in  1984.  But  at  Tadworth-Walton-Headley- 
Banstead  it  is  still  declining.  In  Kent  there  were  nine  pairs  at  Oxleas 
Wood  and  ten  pairs  at  Ruxley  Wood  and  breeding  took  place  at  four 
of  the  Inner  London  parks.  Inner  London  records  are  summarised. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  one  family  party  seen. 
Regent’s  Park,  five  pairs  nested.  St.  James’s  Park,  resident  and  bred. 
The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  at  bird  tables  from  Nov.  20th  to  the  end  of 
the  year. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  bred,  three  broods,  18  on  June  10th; 
at  other  times  the  maxima  were  six  on  Mar.  22nd  and  eight  on  Nov. 
24th.  Battersea  Power  Station,  one  on  Oct.  28th. 

423  Blue  Tit 

No  evidence  of  any  change  in  status  was  received.  Oxleas  Wood  in 
Kent  held  29  pairs  and  other  localities  for  which  breeding  popula¬ 
tions  are  known  are  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  11  pairs,  and  Osterley  Park,  11 
territories.  At  Osterley  the  1984  total  was  13  territories,  but  the 
reduction  may  have  been  due  to  the  removal  of  old  timber.  Inner 
London  records  are  summarised. 

M  Inner  London:  bred  in  Kensington  Gardens,  Regent’s  Park  (10  pairs) 
and  St.  James’s  Park.  Elsewhere,  at  the  Manor  School,  The  Avenue, 
NW6,  two  nest-boxes  were  used,  eight  and  ten  young  fledged  in  each 
brood.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  a  juvenile  was  being  fed  on  Apr.  29th. 
At  Broad  Street  Station  food  was  being  taken  to  a  nest  on  June  5th 
and  two  days  later  a  family  party  was  seen.  Breeding  was  suspected  at 
Saltram  Crescent,  W9.  On  Feb.  2nd  two  were  seen  in  plane  trees  in 
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Charing  Cross  Road  and  on  the  same  day  others  were  heard  in  trees 
in  Shaftesbury  Avenue. 

S  Battersea  Park,  several  pairs  nested  and  70  were  present  on  Mar. 
22nd  and  again  on  Nov.  24th. 

424  Great  Tit 

Less  numerous  than  Blue  Tit,  the  comparative  figures  for  localities 
mentioned  under  Blue  Tit  being  Oxleas  Wood,  Kent,  28  pairs,  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  nine  pairs,  Osterley  Park,  nine  pairs  and  Regent’s  Park, 
six  pairs.  Inner  London  records  are  summarised. 

M  Inner  London:  bred  in  Kensington  Gardens,  Regent’s  Park  (six 
pairs)  and  St.  James’s  Park.  Outside  the  parks,  the  only  breeding  was 
at  the  Manor  School,  The  Avenue,  Nw6,  where  a  pair  bred  in  a 
children’s  climbing  frame,  a  site  used  for  three  years. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  several  pairs  nested.  Bankside,  SE1, 
one  pair  bred. 

425  Nuthatch 

A  few  comments  on  status  were  received:  very  numerous  in  Epping 
Forest;  fewer  than  usual  at  Haberdashers  School,  Herts.;  less 
common  than  usual  at  Honeycroft  Hill,  Uxbridge.  Some  examples  of 
the  level  of  population  in  different  parts  of  the  Area  are  Hainault,  six 
pairs,  Osterley  Park,  seven  territories,  Oxleas  Wood,  five  pairs  and 
Wimbledon  Common,  17  pairs.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  recorded  in  the 
breeding  season,  two  on  Oct.  27th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  probably 
bred. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  July  18th. 

427  Treecreeper 
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No  apparent  change  of  status.  At  Hainault  an  increase  from  12  pairs 
in  1984  to  14  pairs,  but  at  Wimbledon  Common  a  fall  from  ten  pairs  in 
1984  to  seven.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  three 
dates  in  February,  a  pair  on  Apr.  6th  and  other  subsequent  records 
but  no  evidence  of  breeding.  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Green 
Park,  one  on  Dec.  7th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Feb.  14th. 


429  Penduline  Tit 


1982  Additional  Record 

E  Ockendon  G.P.,  one  photographed  in  June  (R.  Mellis  per  J.  T. 
Smith). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  the  first  record 
for  the  London  Area  and  only  the  seventh  British  record.  This  record 
was  not  submitted  until  1984.  It  is  a  species  that  is  rapidly  expanding 
its  range  in  Western  Europe,  although  this  is  the  first  June  record  in 
Britain. 

r 


430  Golden  Oriole 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  cf  on  May  6th  (gjw). 


432  Red-backed  Shrike 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (tjd,  cl  et  al.). 

Most  future  records  of  this  species  will  probably  involve  young  birds 
in  autumn,  although  one  spring  record  for  1985  is  still  under 
consideration. 
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Fifty  years  ago... 


BIRDS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1936. 

Red-backed  Shrike.  Lanius  c.  collurio  L. 

E.  Bred  at  Buckhurst  Hill.  Status  apparently  unchanged  in  Epping  Forest. 

H.  Nested  at  Totteridge. 

K.  Beckenham,  two  pairs  nested. 

M.  Reported  from  Mill  Hill  and  Scratch  Wood,  Ruislip  Common,  and  Staines 
Res. 

S.  Nested  at  Ashtead,  Epsom  Common,  Limpsfield,  and  Tadworth.  Probably 
bred  on  Ham  Common  and  Wimbledon  Common. 


Twenty-five  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1960. 

Red-backed  Shrike 

No  records  were  received  for  Essex,  although  outside  the  London  Area  in 
that  county,  there  was  “a  considerable  increase”  in  the  breeding  population; 
elsewhere  in  the  London  Area,  at  least  twenty  pairs  were  present  during  the 
breeding  season  and  although  it  did  not  reappear  in  some  1959  breeding 
localities,  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  further  decrease;  nevertheless  the  total 
population  is  only  a  third  of  what  it  was  in  1952. 


434  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (km),  no  doubt  the  bird  from 
nearby  Cheshunt  G.P. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  the  bird  first  seen  on  Nov.  3rd  1984  was  present  until 
Mar.  31st  (gjw  et  al.)  and  was  heard  singing  during  February  and 
March.  Totteridge,  one  at  Ellem  Mede  Farm  on  Dec.  12th  (wah). 

This  is  the  12th  successive  winter  that  a  bird  has  been  present,  or 
wintered,  in  the  Lea  Valley. 

436  Jay 

Inner  London  records  are  given.  Two  pairs  bred  at  Kensal  Green 
Cemetery  just  outside  the  Inner  London  boundary. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  party  of  five  on  Feb.  21st, 
occasional  singles  on  other  dates.  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  St. 
James’s  Park,  two  on  Mar.  26th  and  one  on  Apr.  17th.  New  River 
Walk,  Nl,  two  adults  feeding  a  large  juvenile  on  July  15th,  three  on 
July  22nd,  and  one  or  two  on  five  dates  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
Manor  School,  The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  family  of  four  in  July.  Lincoln’s 
Inn  Fields,  one  on  May  11th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Apr.  12th  and  one  on  July 
18th  and  six  on  Dec.  13th.  Battersea  Power  Station,  one  on  Oct. 
28th.  Lambeth  Palace  Gardens,  SE1,  singles  on  Feb.  26th  and  May 
9th. 
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437  Magpie 

Gatherings  of  50  were  noted  at  Hainault  on  Feb.  23rd  and  in  the 
October-December  period,  and  at  a  roost  at  Bedfont  Quarry  in 
August.  At  Wimbledon  Common  21  pairs  bred,  the  same  number  as 
in  1984.  Thirteen  pairs  nested  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  Widespread  in  Inner 
London.  Only  breeding  or  suspected  breeding  in  Inner  London  is 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  two  near  a  nest  on  Apr.  11th.  Regent’s 
Park,  ten  pairs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park,  resident,  probably  bred. 
Paddington  St.,  Wl,  a  pair  nesting  in  a  plane  tree. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  pair  mating  on  Apr.  12th  and  11  in  a 
flock  on  July  18th. 

440  Jackdaw 

By  far  the  largest  gatherings  were  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  where  counts  of 
roosting  birds  reached  4, 000  on  Jan.  6th  and  5,000  on  Jan.  12th,  the 
biggest  counts  elsewhere  were  at  Copped  Hall  (E)  1,100  on  Jan.  20th 
and  1,300  on  Feb.  3rd.  The  tendency  for  large  flocks  to  gather  at 
rubbish  tips  in  the  London  Area  seems  to  be  a  relatively  recent 
phenomenon,  the  huge  collection  at  Wraysbury  would,  however, 
appear  to  be  a  record  count  in  London.  Breeding  populations 
included  12  pairs  at  Hainault  and  40+  pairs  at  Riddlesdown  Quarry, 
Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Mar.  14th  and  Nov.  19th. 

Kilbum  High  Road,  two  on  Aug.  6th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Sept.  30th.  Battersea  Power 
Station,  one  on  May  28th. 

441  Rook 

The  few  breeding  records  received  and  all  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

E  Harlow,  eight  nests. 

M  Harefield,  a  new  rookery  of  ten  nests  at  Whiteheath  Farm  on  Apr. 

7th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  flying  over  on  Nov.  13th. 
K  Downe,  an  occupied  rookery  in  March  and  April.  High  Elms,  bred. 
Pole  Hill,  at  least  ten  occupied  nests  on  May  4th.  West  Wickham,  a 
small  rookery. 

S  Ewell,  a  rookery  at  Banstead  Road.  Gatton  Bottom,  a  rookery  of  78 
nests  was  started  about  1975.  Southlands,  near  Tandridge,  29  nests. 
Titsey,  a  small  rookery  of  eight  nests.  Walton  Downs,  21  pairs 
nesting  on  Mar.  19th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  flying 
around  on  May  30th. 

442a  Carrion  Crow 

The  largest  pre-roost  gathering  reported  was  660  at  Hampstead 
Heath  on  Dec.  29th.  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  family  parties 
seen  in  June  and  July.  Regent’s  Park,  14  p^irs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park, 
resident,  probably  bred.  St.  James’s  Square,  a  nest  on  Apr.  30th. 
Charterhouse  Square,  EC1,  one  pair  bred.  Eelbrook  Common, 
SW6,  one  nest  on  Apr.  14th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  nested.  Union  Street,  SE1,  one  on 
nest  on  May  2nd. 
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442b  Hooded  Crow 

K  Petts  Wood,  one  at  Tong  Farm  on  Nov.  24th,  25th,  29th  and  30th 
(brg).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Feb.  9th  (rht). 

S  Bedaington  S.F.,  one  from  Apr.  10th  to  24th  (gdjm  et  al.). 

444  Starling 

The  largest  county  roost  reported  was  at  Littlebrook  G.P.  with 
10,000+  in  August  and  20,000  in  October.  A  pre-roost  gathering  at 
Fairlop  held  10,000  on  Dec.  1st.  Evidence  of  the  origin  of  birds 
wintering  in  London  was  provided  by  one  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  S.F. 
on  Jan.  14th  1978  and  found  dead  on  June  1st  1984  at  Postavy ,  USSR. 
All  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  family 
parties  seen.  Regent’s  Park,  nine  pairs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park, 
resident  and  bred. 

446  House  Sparrow 

The  largest  roost  reported  was  at  Littlebrook  G.P.  with  2,000+  in 
September  and  October.  In  Inner  London  bred  in  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  Regent’s  Park  (30  pairs)  and  in  St.  James’s 
Park. 

448  Tree  Sparrow 

Several  comments  on  status  were  received;  decreased  generally  in 
Essex;  a  marked  decline  at  Mill  End  in  Herts. ;  at  Totteridge  sparse  in 
the  area  and  at  Laleham  a  very  rare  species  nowadays.  The  largest 
flock  reported,  250  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Apr.  14th,  was  at  the  same 
level  as  the  1984  maximum  there.  Elsewhere  numbers  only  reached 
three  figures  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  (H),  100  on  Jan.  9th,  at  Corbets 
Tey  (E),  100  on  Feb.  3rd,  at  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (S),  100  on  Jan.  20th 
and  Fen.  24th,  and  at  Cole  Green  (H),  150  on  Dec.  15th.  The  largest 
breeding  population  reported  was  30  pairs  at  South  Hornchurch  (E). 
In  Inner  London  four  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Jan.  15th,  20  in  Surrey 
Docks  on  Jan.  15th  and  30  there  on  Feb.  24th,  and  two  in  Battersea 
Park  on  Oct.  11th. 

451  Chaffinch 

In  the  period  from  January  to  Mar.  6th,  flocks  of  from  100  to  350 
were  noted  at  nine  localities,  the  largest  being  350  at  Orpington  on 
Jan.  3rd  and  15th.  Autumn  passage  was  noted  on  seven  dates  in 
October,  mostly  very  small  numbers,  but  200  flew  NW  on  Oct.  6th  at 
Bushy  Park  and  254  NW  on  Oct.  12th  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  The  only 
three  figure  flock  noted  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  100  at  Stonehill 
Farm,  Kent  on  Nov.  17th  with  other  finches.  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  adults  with  five  young  seen  in 
July.  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park,  singles  on 
Mar.  27tn,  Apr.  4th  and  Apr.  15th,  and  two  on  Dec.  10th.  Wapping, 
a  pair  at  Waterside  Gardens  on  Jan.  8th  during  severe  weather. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  eight  on  Nov.  28th. 

452  B  rambling 

A  poor  year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  recorded  north  of  the 
Thames  from  only  13  localities  with  a  maximum  of  ten  at  Maple  Cross 
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on  Jan.  7th.  A  little  commoner  south  of  the  Thames  with  reports 
from  18  localities  and  a  maximum  of  50  at  High  Elms  (K)  on  Jan.  3rd. 
The  last  seen  was  one  at  Thomdon  Park  on  Apr.  21st.  An  exceptional 
record  was  one  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  July  20th.  First  autumn  arrivals 
were  on  Oct.  13th  at  three  localities.  Numbers  in  the  second  half  of 
the  year  were  again  low,  though  better  than  in  1984.  Reported  at  14 
localities  north  of  the  Thames,  but  the  maximum  was  only  five.  South 
of  the  Thames  seen  at  12  localities  with  a  maximum  of  50  at  Stanhill 
Farm,  Kent,  on  Dec.  28th.  Several  were  seen  moving  NW  at 
Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  on  Oct.  20th  and  26th.  In  Inner  London,  a  $ 
in  Regent’s  Park  on  Jan.  7th,  a  $  trapped  and  ringed  at  St.  James’s 
Park  on  Nov.  24th,  and  in  Battersea  Park,  a  $  on  Jan.  18th  and  four 
on  Oct.  16th 

453  Serin 

S  Streatham,  a  cf  seen  briefly  in  the  observer’s  garden  on  Feb.  10th 
(fwl). 

The  fifth  London  record  of  this  small  Continental  finch,  and  the  first 
in  winter.  Previous  records  were  of  a  pair  in  July  1969,  and  singles  in 
March  1973,  March  1974  and  May  1982. 

455  Greenfinch 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  three  flocks  of  100  or  more  were  seen, 
including  200  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  Jan.  12th  and  200  at  Roehyde 
Farm  (H)  on  Mar.  17th.  Much  more  numerous  in  the  period  from 
September  to  December  with  flocks  of  100-200  at  nine  localities,  400 
at  Fishers  Green  on  Oct.  4th  and  1,000  at  London  Colney  on  Dec. 
15th.  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  six  pairs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park, 
resident  and  bred.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  pair  bred. 

S  Battersea  Park,  five  pairs  nested.  Battersea  Power  Station,  up  to  five 
nested.  Present  in  Archbishop’s  Park  and  Lambeth  Palace  Gardens 
in  the  breeding  season. 

456  Goldfinch 

The  largest  flocks  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  were  in  the  region  of 
50.  Larger  numbers  were  noted  after  the  breeding  season  with  flocks 
of  100-150  at  two  localities  in  August,  five  in  September,  two  in 
October,  one  in  November  and  two  in  December.  Larger  numbers 
were  seen  at  Thamesmead  East  with  500  on  Aue.  5th  and  29th  and 
400  on  Sept.  3rd,  and  at  Beddington  S.F.  with  1/0  on  Aug.  28th  and 
250  on  Sept.  6th.  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  several  pairs  throughout  the  summer 
and  probable  family  parties  seen. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  12+  pairs  bred.  Battersea  Power 
Station,  possibly  nested.  Present  in  the  breeding  season  in  the  area 
around  Lambeth  Palace  and  fed  regularly  on  rough  ground  near 
Vauxhall  Bridge. 

457  Siskin 

Following  the  moderate  immigration  in  1984,  recorded  at  only  26 
localities  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  largest  number  being  100  at 
Cassiobury  Park  on  Jan.  13th.  The  last  recorded  was  one  at 
Thomdon  Park  on  Apr.  21st,  but  for  a  male  singing  at  Broxboume 
Woods  on  May  27th.  Our  Area  shared  in  the  remarkably  early  return 
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migration  with  a  female  and  two  juveniles  at  Bookham  Common  on 
July  17th,  20  juveniles  trapped  and  ringed  on  July  21st  at  Ruislip 
N.R.,  eight  at  Hainault  on  July  27th  and  a  family  party  of  eight  at 
Thomdon  Park  on  July  31st.  There  were  further  sightings  at  Hainault 
and  Thomdon  Park  in  August,  a  few  were  present  at  Stocker’s  Lake 
from  early  August  and  one  was  seen  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Aug.  17th. 
There  were  further  arrivals  in  September  and  eventually  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year  there  were  records  from  75  localities  although 
it  was  Nov.  14th  before  the  first  three  figure  flock  was  seen  and  the 
largest  flocks  were  seen  in  December.  Flocks  of  100  or  more  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  300  in  December. 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  100  on  Jan.  13th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  125  on  Nov. 
22nd,  200  on  Nov.  30th,  120  on  Dec.  30th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  100  on 
Nov.  14th,  110  on  Dec.  8th,  150  on  Dec.  22nd  and  155  on  Dec.  28th. 

M  Ickenham,  115  by  the  River  Pinn  on  Nov.  30th.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Oct.  24th,  up  to  nine  from  Nov.  14th  until  the 
end  of  the  year. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  350+  on  Dec.  14th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  210  on  Nov.  30th,  300  on  Dec.  1st,  13th  and  31st. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  cfcf  on  Dec.  24th. 

458  Linnet 

Counts  of  100  or  more  were  received  from  17  localities.  As  in  1984  a 
table  shows  the  monthly  totals  arrived  at  by  taking  the  highest 
monthly  figure  for  each  of  these  17  localities.  The  only  Inner  London 
records  were  one  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Apr.  30th,  and  in  Battersea 
Park,  18  on  Jan.  31st  and  11  on  Oct.  10th. 


January 

1,090 

September 

1,670 

February 

790 

October 

1,935 

March 

200 

November 

1,575 

April 

770 

December 

510 

459  Twite 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  increased  numbers  were  probably  due  to 
the  severe  weather. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  ten  on  Jan.  4th,  20  on  the  12th,  30  on  the  19th,  50  on 
the  27th,  60+  on  Feb.  9th,  30  on  Feb.  18th,  two  on  Mar.  2nd;  one  on 
Nov.  2nd  and  ten  in  December  (mkd). 

460  Redpoll 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding,  flocks  of  100  or  more  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Pairs  at  Epping  Forest  (10),  Hainault  (10),  Harlow  (6),  Havering  (4), 
South  Ockendon  (2),  South  Stifford  (2),  and  Valentine’s  Park  (1). 
Hainault,  200  on  Mar.  2nd  was  the  maximum  for  the  month,  100  on 
Apr.  4th.  Havering,  100  in  October. 

H  Broxboume  Woods,  200  on  Apr.  5th;  six  on  May  31st  and  June  12th. 
Cangsley  Grove,  one  pair  bred.  Cassiobury  Park,  three  pairs  in  May. 
Cheshunt  G.P.,  four  pairs  in  summer.  Marshalswick,  one  pair  bred. 
Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  or  two  pairs  bred. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  pair  probably  bred.  Hampstead  Heath,  a  few 
pairs  nested.  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  two  through  spring  and 
summer,  no  evidence  of  breeding.  Ruislip  Common,  two  cfcf 
displaying  on  June  2nd  and  two  family  parties  on  July  28th.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  recorded  in  most  months,  maximum  nine  on 
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Sept.  20th.  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  flying  over  on  Dec.  12th. 

K  Bromley  Common,  five  pairs  in  May  and  June.  Elmstead  Woods, 
present  in  May  and  June  but  no  proof  of  breeding.  Dartford  Heath, 
100  in  mid-October.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  four  known  breeding  sites 
and  possibly  six  others.  Joyden’s  Wood,  100  on  Feb.  28th  and  Mar. 
2nd.  Oxleas  Wood,  one  pair.  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  pair  probably  bred. 
Ruxley  Wood,  six  or  seven  pairs.  Woolwich  Common,  a  pair  at  a  nest 
site  on  July  18th.  Woolwich  Ranges,  several  pairs  on  May  24th. 

S  Banstead  and  Tadworth  Heaths,  15-16  pairs  in  June  and  July,  four 
nests  found;  suffer  greatly  from  Magpie  predation.  Banstead  Downs, 
five  pairs  on  July  17th  and  24th,  one  nest  found.  Ham  House,  one 
pair  bred  successfully.  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  or  two  pairs  probably 
bred.  Wimbledon  Common,  nine  pairs  probably  bred.  Inner  Lon¬ 
don:  Battersea  Park,  a  pair  with  two  juveniles  on  Sept.  2nd. 

463  Crossbill 

An  invasion  that  was  first  noticed  on  Fair  Isle  and  Orkney  in  early 
June  was  detected  nationwide,  although  numbers  were  higher  in 
northern  England  and  Scotland,  and  gave  rise  to  most  of  London’s 
records  in  1985.  This  was  the  largest  irruption  in  our  Area  since  1972, 
which  was  on  a  much  larger  scale.  The  birds  involved  were  thought  to 
be  of  Scandinavian  origin.  All  records  are  given. 

H  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  one  flying  WNW  calling  on  Oct.  26th  and 
possibly  a  second  (hpm).  Stocker’s  Lake,  three  including  a  cf  on  July 
9th  (mgt). 

M  Cowley  Peachey,  14  on  June  8th  (pebL 

B  Black  Park,  three  on  Aug.  22nd  (bbc). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  nine  flew  W  calling  in  one  group  on  July  17th 
(wri).  Bookham  Common,  three  or  four  heard  flying  over  on  Aug. 
3rd  (dab).  Limpsfield  Chart,  one  on  June  30th  and  July  14th,  four  on 
July  21st  and  one  on  Oct.  13th  (pjo).  Oxshott  Heath,  one  or  two 
calling  in  flight  on  Aug.  2nd  (wri).  Tooting,  three  flew  WNW  on  July 
11th  (gdjm).  Weybridge,  several  on  July  25th  and  Aug.  6th  (jrm). 

469  Bullfinch 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  to  three  seen  from  January 
to  July;  a  pair  nest-building  on  May  7th.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs 
bred. 

S  Battersea  Park,  a  pair  on  Oct.  25th  and  Nov.  3rd. 

470  Hawfinch 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  15  in  January,  37  on  Feb.  3rd,  15  in  December  (ajg). 
Epping  Forest,  five  in  April  and  May  (ebps).  Hainault,  five  pairs, 
probably  bred  (mkd).  Navestock,  two  pairs  in  the  breeding  season 
(ebps).  Thorndon  Park,  ten  on  Mar.  2ird  and  singles  on  Apr.  18th 
and  21st  and  May  25th  (jmh,  prw);  three  on  Oct.  5th  and  singles  on 
Oct.  19th,  Nov.  2nd  and  Nov.  21st  (rl/j).  Warley,  five  on  Dec.  30th 
(jmh). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  singles  on  Mar.  23rd  and  31st,  and  Apr.  4th,  two  on 
Apr.  6th,  one  on  May  4th;  two  on  Dec.  1st  and  on  Dec.  24th  (wgl, 
gjw).  Broxboume  Woods,  singles  on  Jan.  1st  and  3rd,  15  on  Feb. 
3rd,  two  on  Apr.  17th  (gjw,  adw).  Hazel  Grove,  one  on  Jan.  24th, 
six  on  Feb.  21st,  three  on  Feb.  22nd  and  28th  (hpeg).  Northaw  Great 
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Wood,  a  pair  on  June  1st  (pl).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  3rd  and 
6th  (rj).  Whippendell  Wooa,  singles  on  Jan.  25th  and  Mar.  8th,  five 
on  Apr.  6th,  two  on  Apr.  12th,  three  on  Apr.  21st,  one  on  May  24th 
and  a  pair  on  May  28th  (mo). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  Feb.  14th,  two,  possibly  four  on  Apr.  20th 
(gmh).  Mill  Hill,  a  J  or  juvenile  on  Sept.  2nd  (wah).  Ruislip 
Common,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (igj).  Ruislip  N.R.,  an  adult  $  on  July 
7th  and  a  juvenile  on  July  13th,  both  trapped  and  ringed  (rdnhs). 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  24th  (trd). 

K  Bexley,  four  on  Oct.  13th  (gcn).  Dunstall  Wood,  one  on  May  6th 
(khp).  Hartley  Woods,  one  heard  on  Feb.  19th  (ajm,  rpm).  High 
Elms,  one  on  Jan.  3rd  and  three  or  four  on  Apr.  27th  (rt k). 
Lullingstone,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (sjg).  Pratts  Bottom,  one  on  Jan. 
29th.  Shoreham,  one  in  Meenfield  Wood  on  Aug.  16th  (trs). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  on  May  4th  (dab).  Caterham,  four  at  roost 
on  Dec.  28th  (sja).  Fairmile  Common,  two  on  May  5th  (ml). 

493  Lapland  Bunting 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (cgh). 

The  14th  London  record  and  the  third  year  in  succession  that  one  has 
appeared.  All  the  last  three  records  have  been  in  late  October  or 
early  November. 

494  Snow  Bunting 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  9  from  Nov.  9th  to  11th  (pjv,  gjw  et  al.). 

West  Thurrock,  a  $  on  Dec.  21st  (mkd). 

M  Brent  Res. ,  a  cf  on  Nov.  13th  (mjm).  Kenton  recreation  ground,  a  cf 
flying  SW  calling  on  Nov.  12th  was  probably  the  bird  seen  at  Brent 
Res.  on  the  13th  (is,  paw).  Staines  Res.,  a  $  from  Jan.  1st  to  Feb. 
23rd  was  first  seen  on  Dec.  1st  1984  (mol. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  J  on  Nov.  6th  ana  from  20th  to  22nd,  then 
two  $  $  from  Nov.  23rd  until  the  end  of  the  year,  a  third  bird  flew  SE 
on  Dec.  17th  (igj,  rbh,  rjs  et  al.). 

K  Stone  Marsh,  three  in  January  and  February  had  been  present  in 
December  1984  (jdh,  ajm,  rpm). 

The  last  year  in  which  there  were  records  from  as  many  as  seven 
localities  was  in  1967. 


496  Yellowhammer 

The  only  concentrations  of  100  were  at  Coopers  Green  G.P.  on  Jan. 
19th  and  Shenleybury  on  Dec.  15th,  both  in  Herts.  At  Wimbledon 
Common  it  has  declined  from  ten  pairs  in  1975  to  three  pairs  in  1983, 
one  territory  in  1984  and  only  three  observations  in  1985. 

There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 


499  Ortolan  Bunting 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  one  on  May  23rd,  was  most  probably  a  cf ,  although 
it  was  not  possible  to  determine  its  sex  with  certainty  (rbh  et  al. ). 

This  is  the  ninth  London  record  and  the  first  since  1972;  it  was  found 
at  18.20  hrs.  and  later  watched  to  go  to  roost,  although  it  was  not 
present  the  next  day.  It  proved  to  be  a  very  confiding  bird  for  the  15 
observers  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  see  it. 
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Ortolan  Bunting 


503  Little  Bunting 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  one,  most  probably  a  cf ,  was  trapped  and  ringed  on 
May  3rd  (rmrg,  wgl,  hpm,  gjw). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  the  sixth  London 
record  and  the  first  since  1978;  all  records  have  been  in  spring. 
Initially  found,  self-trapped,  at  08.30  hrs.  in  a  mist-net  it  was 
subsequently  released  on  some  nearby  open  ground  where  it  was 
watched  until  mid-day,  when  observations  lapsed.  It  was  not  seen 
again. 

506  Reed  Bunting 

Records  of  fifty  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  Oct.  19th  and  Dec.  30th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  70  on  Apr.  3rd.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  60  on  Nov.  2nd  and 
120  on  Dec.  7th. 

K  Thamesmead  East,  50  at  roost  on  Sept.  6th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on  Apr.  16th.  Battersea  Power 
Station,  a  cf  on  May  28th.  Surrey  Docks,  threecf  cf  and  a  $  on  June 
15th. 


510  Corn  Bunting 

The  largest  roost  was  at  the  Springwell  reed-bed  in  the  Colne  valley 
with  250  on  Feb.  23rd.  Breeding  season  distribution  is  given.  There 
were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Singing  cf  Cf  at  Berwick  Ponds  (20),  Fairlop  Plain  (15),  Hainault  (12) 
ana  Rainham  (5). 

H  Bedmond,  three  on  July  20th.  Singing  cfcf  at  Coopers  Green  (1), 
New  Parkbury  G.P.  (1),  Nashe’s  Farm,  St.  Albans  (3),  Redwell 
Wood  (2),  Shepherds  Lane  Fields,  Rickmansworth  (1),  Symonds- 
hyde  Farm  (3)  and  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  (1). 

M  Singing  cfu  at  Shepperton  (5),  Sipson  fl),  South  Harefield  (1), 
Starnes  Res.  (1).  Heard  singing  on  several  occasions  at  Harmonds- 
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worth  and  probably  bred  at  Osterley. 

B  Singing  cfo  at  Denham  (2)  and  Iver  Heath  (2). 

K  Singing  cfcf  at  Dartford  Marsh  (3),  Famingham  Woods  (1), 
Lulhngstone  (1)  and  Woolwich  Ranges  (1). 

S  Titsey,  two  ao  on  May  24th. 
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Appendix  I 

The  following  records  relate  to  birds  of  captive  origin. 

White-fronted  Goose 

Broxboume  G.P.,  an  adult  on  Oct.  4th  (gjw).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Nov.  6th  (cl). 


Snow  Goose 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  26th,  28th  and  two  during  early  September  (hrg,  rjs). 
Shepperton  G.P. ,  singles  on  Apr.  2nd  and  from  Sept.  1st  to  7th  (sbr).  Staines  Res. ,  one 
on  Sept.  1st  and  3rd  (avm,  mp). 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  in  the  early  part  of  January  (rht,  jt). 

Barnacle  Goose 

Fishers  Green,  one  or  two  throughout  the  year,  but  ten  on  Apr.  15th  and  eight  on  Apr. 
17th  (gjw).  Walthamstow  Res.,  up  to  three  throughout  the  year,  but  four  on  Mar.  3rd, 
seven  on  Aug.  10th  and  five  on  Oct.  5th  (psaa,  jf,  gmh). 

Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (je).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  four  on  Apr.  14th  (adw). 
Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  5th  (jcs).  Hammersmith  Broadway,  one  on  July  6th  (jppw). 
Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Oct.  22nd  and  from  Dec.  1st  to  27th  (sjw  et  al.).  Wood  Green 
Res.,  one  on  May  1st  and  2nd  (apbr). 

Wraysbury/Horton  G.P.  area,  one  or  two  during  November  and  December,  but  11  at 
Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Oct.  26th  (mh). 

Kelsey  Park,  Beckenham,  one  on  May  10th  and  17th  (gdh).  Thamesmead  (Southmere), 
one  during  the  first  part  of  April  (peJi). 

Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  from  Jan.  lltn  to  28th  (bpa,  rbh,  jppw).  Buckland  S.P.,  one  on 
Sept.  26th  and  31st  (idd,  jnL  Gatton  Lake,  one  on  Dec.  16th  (fmk).  Godstone,  one  on 
June  2nd  and  9th  (kb).  Hersnam  G.P. ,  one  on  May  4th  (rjh).  Holmethorpe  S.P. ,  one  on 
Jan.  13th  and  five  froYn  Feb.  10th  to  26th  (mo).  Kew  Gardens,  two  on  Jan.  29th  and  one 
from  Oct.  29th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (rbh).  Old  Oxted,  one  on  May  28th  (pej). 


Brent  Goose 

Shepperton  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  14th  was  thought  to  be  an  escape  (sbr). 


Egyptian  Goose 

Fishers  Green,  three  during  February,  two  from  May  until  Nov.  28th  and  then  three  until 
the  end  of  the  year  (jf,  gjw). 

Broxboume  G.P.,  two  on  Sept.  29th  and  Oct.  4th  (wgl,  gjw).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on 
Mar.  26th,  Aug.  30th  and  Nov.  16th  (rl/i,  adw).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  on  Jan.  15th 
(rmrg).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  27th  (cib).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  flew  E  on  Oct. 
27th  (mgt). 

River  Thames  at  Hampton  Court,  one  on  Apr.  16th  (cl). 

All  the  above  sightings,  except  for  the  Surrey  record  and,  perhaps,  the  Oct.  27th  records, 
refer  to  the  same  individuals. 


Bar -beaded  Goose 

Stocker’s  Lake,  one  during  April  (dws). 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  two  from  late  August  to  early  September  (hrg,  rjs).  Staines  Res., 
one  from  Sept.  1st  to  8th,  but  two  on  Sept.  3rd  (adll  et  al.). 

Bam  Elms  Res.,  four  from  Feb.  15th  to  22nd  and  one  on  May  24th  (mo).  Island  Bam 
Res.,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (rjs).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (dg/j). 

Ruddy  Sbektuck 

Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  January  to  April  (jf). 

Stoke  Newington  area,  TG  states  ‘several  free-flying  birds  still  present,  nesting  in  the 
summer,  ana  occasionally  visiting  Stoke  Newington  Res.  and  other  local  parks’;  the 
maximum  was  four  on  Dec.  27th  (rsh). 

Kew  Gardens,  a  9  all  year  (rbh). 
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Wood  Duck 

Walthamstow  Res.,  a  cf  on  Mar.  4th  (pf). 

Maple  Cross  S.F. ,  two  cfcf  on  Mar.  2nd  (trd«).  Stocker’s  Lake,  three  (lcf )  on  Jan.  20th 

S.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  a  cf  on  Jan.  18th  (gjw).  * 

Res.,  a  cf  on  Jan.  3rd  (nm). 

Horton  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Oct.  23rd  (igj). 

Kelsey  Park,  Beckenham,  a  cf  from  Feb.  11th  to  15th  (brg). 

Holmethorpe  S.P.,  a  cf  on  Mar.  3rd  (jdf). 


Red-crested  Pochard 

Walthamstow  Res.,  a  9  on  July  3rd  (gjw). 

Ravenscourt  Park,  a  fully  winged  cf  with  a  pinioned  9  and  three  young  on  May  1st,  but 
full-winged  pairs  on  Mar.  3rd  and  Nov.  26th  (jppw). 

Bam  Elms  Res.,  a  pair  on  Feb.  19th,  Apr.  10th  and  Oct.  1st  (ajb,  rbh,  rjs).  Lonsdale 
Road  Res. ,  one  from  July  11th  to  Aug.  3rd  and  then  up  to  six  from  Aug.  10th  until  the  end 
of  the  year,  involving  at  least  seven  individuals  (mo).  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  from  Jan. 
13th  until  the  end  of  May  and  on  Aug.  29th  (ajb,  hsy).  River  Thames  at  Kingston,  a  cf  in 
early  November  (ar). 


Crowned  Crane 


There  were  several  reports  of  two  escaped  birds  from  Chessington  Zoo.  One  bird  was 
first  seen  on  Sept.  5th  at  Worcester  Park  Station,  then  subsequently  the  two  appeared  at 
Hersham  on  Oct.  1st,  Shepperton  on  Nov.  13th,  Laleham  on  Nov.  15th,  and  Queen  Mary 
Res.  on  Dec.  17th.  These  sightings  are  only  published  to  illustrate  the  confusion  that 
might  arise  if  the  two  birds  were  only  seen  distantly  in  flight. 


In  addition  to  the  above  birds,  the  following  escaped  species  were  also  noted  in  the 
London  Area  during  1985  (full  details  are  retained  on  the  Society’s  record  cards). 

Black  Swan  CMk&r 


Cape  Barren  Goose 
Australian  Shekluck 
South  African  Shelduck 
Chiloe  Wigeon 
Ringed  Teal 
Bahama  Pintail 


lartoary  Dove 

ludgeHgar 

Cockade! 

Red-rump@i  Parakeet 
Fischer's  Lovebird 
Canary 
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The  Last  Fifty  Years 

A.  V.  Moon 

The  first  London  Bird  Report  was  published  in  1937  and  covered  the  birds 
recorded  in  1936.  Sightings  prior  to  this  had  however  been  documented  in  the 
London  Naturalist  on  an  annual  basis  since  1921.  It  is  now  29  years  since  The 
Birds  of  the  London  Area  was  published  and  21  years  since  the  new  revised 
edition  appeared  with  a  review  covering  all  the  years  up  to  1961.  So  it  is  a  full 
25  years  since  the  last  overall  review  of  status  (although  the  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  of  the  London  Area  reached  our  bookshelves  in  1977).  In  this  special 
editorial  I  will  be  taking  an  overview  of  the  changes  in  status  of  many  of  the 
more  familiar  birds  that  have  been  associated  with  London  over  the  last  fifty 
years.  Generally  those  species  whose  status  has  changed,  either  slightly  or 
dramatically,  will  be  covered  as  well  as  those  which  might  have  seemed  to 
have  become  more,  or  less,  common  but  in  fact  have  remained  largely 
unchanged.  It  is  not  appropriate  to  cover  any  of  the  rare  or  more  irregular 
visitors  to  our  Area  since  these  are,  and  have  been,  more  adequately  covered 
elsewhere.  So  all  the  species  under  discussion  will  have  been,  at  some  stage 
during  the  last  fifty  years,  regular  visitants  across  our  boundaries.  Space 
precludes  the  inclusion  of  all  species  whose  status  has  changed  in  this  article, 
and  therefore  this  remains  very  much  a  selective  overview.  Not  surprisingly, 
perhaps,  there  is  a  bias  in  favour  of  non-passerines,  and  wildfowl  in 
particular.  The  reason  for  this  is  relatively  straightforward  because  these 
groups  are  easier  to  census,  and  more  figures  are  available  to  make 
comparative  assessments  of  changes  in  status.  For  the  sake  of  convenience 
birds  are  dealt  with  in  systematic  order. 

The  Great  Crested  Grebe  reached  a  low  point  during  the  middle  years  of 
the  nineteenth  century  when  persecution  by  plume  hunters  almost  decimated 
the  species  in  Britain,  and  none  bred  in  London.  Precise  totals  of  the  number 
of  breeding  pairs  in  London  were  not  established  until  the  1931  census  when 
the  figure  was  put  at  68  pairs.  This  had  increased  to  149  pairs  in  1950, 
however  despite  annual  censuses  until  1955  and  a  further  census  in  1975  exact 
numbers  of  breeding  pairs  were  not  established  (since  these  were  only 
intended  to  monitor  the  number  of  adults  present  during  each  summer). 
Despite  this  the  numbers  of  adult  birds  present  in  breeding  seasons  had  risen 
inexorably  from  225  in  1931  to  554  in  1951,  and  816  in  197?;  although  figures 
fell  consistently  following  cold  winters,  it  seems  to  take  only  a  few  years  for 
these  to  pick  up  again.  In  the  1984  breeding  season  a  total  of  214  breeding 
pairs  was  reported.  Against  this  overall  backdrop  it  would  certainly  seem  as 
though  this  species  is  continuing  to  increase  steadily,  and  totals  may  well 
have  quadrupled  between  1931  and  1975  with  further  substantial  advances 
since  1975.  Tne  actual  total  of  breeding  birds  is  probably  in  the  region  of  500 
pairs  because  1984  was  not  a  census  year  and  far  more  could  be  expected  to 
be  found  than  the  214  reported  in  that  year. 

Somewhat  surprisingly,  perhaps,  the  Black-necked  Grebe  has  been 
associated  with  the  London  Area  since  the  early  years  of  this  century  and  as  a 
regular  visitor  since  at  least  1922,  by  the  late  l930s  the  trend  towards  small 
groups  appearing  on  passage  had  become  established.  During  the  war  years 
the  favoured  site  at  Staines  was  not  visited  by  birdwatchers,  but  when 
observations  resumed  in  1945  a  total  of  21  birds  was  counted.  Since  then 
numbers  have  fluctuated  from  year  to  year  and  the  highest  count  was 
achieved  in  the  autumn  of  1981  when  39  birds  gathered  at  Staines.  The 
general  impression  is  that  they  are  marginally  more  frequent  and  widespread 
nowadays,  and  small  groups  now  winter  annually  both  m  the  Staines  area  as 
well  as  the  Lea  Valley.  Quite  why  they  continue  to  favour  Staines  (and  the 
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north  basin  in  particular)  remains  a  mystery,  as  does  their  origins.  They  may 
well  be  associated  with  the  small  but  constantly  varying  British  population. 

Although  very  familiar  nowadays  the  Cormorant  was  quite  rare  in  London 
during  the  early  years  of  the  century  and  did  not  become  regular  until  the 
1930s  when  small  roosting  flocks  began  to  appear  in  S.W.  Middlesex. 
Although  they  continued  to  increase  after  this  there  was  a  marked  surge  after 
the  war  and  sightings  followed  in  many  parts  of  the  Area.  Peak  individual 
flock  counts  were  as  follows:  43  in  1953, 86  in  1959,  the  first  count  over  100  in 
1968,  the  first  count  over  200  in  1979,  and  the  highest  since  this  was  290  in 
1984.  The  winter  population  may  well  be  approaching  1,000  in  our  Area;  it 
seems  likely  that  they  may  soon  reach  saturation  point.  Undoubtedly  part  of 
the  explanation  for  their  increase  is  the  explosion  of  fish-farms  and 
fish-stocking  at  both  gravel  pits  and  reservoirs.  Inevitably  strong  lobbying  on 
the  part  of  the  fishing  fraternity  to  be  able  to  cull  birds  at  certain  localities  has 
resulted  -  so  far  with  no  success.  Birds  have  certainly  made  preliminaries  to 
nesting  in  London  and  could  yet  breed  successfully.  All  ringing  recoveries 
have  been  from  the  West  Wales  breeding  colonies,  and  from  St.  Margaret’s 
Island,  Tenby,  in  particular. 

The  Grey  Heron  has  a  well  documented  history  in  London,  which  is 
perhaps  not  surprising  for  such  an  obvious  bird.  However  its  fortunes  have  a 
tendency  to  undergo  wild  fluctuations  from  year  to  year.  They  are  prone  to 
disturbance  at  their  colonies  and  often  desert  if  this  becomes  excessive, 
despite  this  they  are  also  adaptable  and  have  certainly  benefited  from  the 
proliferation  of  gravel  pits  in  the  last  30  or  so  years.  Their  fortunes  are 
probably  best  illustrated  by  documented  counts  of  actual  nests  (showing 
peaks  and  troughs)  since  1934  in  the  table  below. 

Year  1934  1942  1945  1947  1951  1957  1965  1969  1974  1985 

Nests  132  104  165  126  205  195  59  113  153  211 

One  of  the  most  straightforward  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  these  figures  is 
that  they  are  exceptionally  prone  to  hard  winters,  which  is  easily  seen  from 
the  dramatic  declines  in  1947  and  1963,  when  clearly  many  birds  died. 
Ironically  the  figures  of  just  over  200  pairs  at  the  time  the  Birds  of  the  London 
Area  was  written  (1954)  almost  exactly  parallels  today’s  figure,  but  this 
species  still  continues  to  colonise  new  areas  and  the  totals  may  yet  rise  well 
beyond  200  if  our  winter  weather  remains  less  severe. 

There  had  been  only  a  few  Greylag  Goose  records  up  until  the  early  1960s 
when  a  small  feral  population  was  introduced  at  Sevenoaks;  it  is  possible  that 
all  records  up  to  this  time  related  to  birds  that  had  escaped  from  collections. 
Unfortunately  this  species  was  not  taken  seriously  as  a  London  bird  until  the 
late  1970s  when  the  number  of  pairs  began  to  be  documented.  It  is  probably 
clearer  to  document  the  totals  of  wintering  individuals,  than  to  use  breeding 
totals,  since  these  do  not  reflect  the  total  population  in  London.  In  1975  this 
stood  at  201  at  Sevenoaks  and  25  in  the  Colne  Valley,  which  increased, 
respectively,  to  425  and  51  in  1980  and  659  and  77  in  1983.  Birds  are  now 
breeding  at  Gatton  (Surrey),  Sevenoaks  (Kent),  in  the  Colne  Valley, 
Walthamstow  (Essex)  and  in  St.  James’s  Park  and  most,  if  not  all,  probably 
originated  from  the  Sevenoaks  stock  (except  for  the  St.  James’s  Park  group 
which  most  probably  has  different  origins).  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
this  species  will  continue  to  increase  inexorably,  perhaps  in  much  the  same 
wz  as  Canada  Goose  has. 


The  rise  of  the  Canada  Goose  was  well  documented  in  last  year’s  bird 
report.  Suffice  to  say  here  that  it  began  breeding  regularly  in  the  early  1950s, 
increasing  to  121  pairs  in  1967  and  322  pairs  in  1982.  It  is  probable  that  it  will 
continue  to  increase  until  saturation  point  is  reached,  which  seems  some  way 
off  yet. 


126 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  50  FOR  1985 


The  Shelduck  only  became  a  regular  visitor  to  London  after  1928,  but 
rather  curiously  most  of  these  sightings  were  at  reservoirs.  It  was  not  until 
1949  that  birds  began  to  appear  with  any  regularity  on  the  Lower  Thames; 
breeding  was  first  reported  m  1954,  although  it  did  not  become  regular  until 
1959.  Winter  counts  oegan  to  increase  noticeably  in  the  1960s,  on  the  Lower 
Thames,  reaching  a  peak  of  3,000  in  1969/70,  although  totals  subsided  after 
this  mainly  due  to  development  of  the  foreshore  along  the  river  at  Woolwich 
and  Thamesmead.  Numbers  have  now  stabilised  and  usually  average  less 
than  1,000.  Breeding  first  took  place  inland  (away  from  the  tidal  River 
Thames)  in  1973  and  since  then  has  become  regular  at  many  sites,  usually 
gravel  pits  or  sewage  farms  which  offer  plentiful  cover  nearby.  Part  of  the 
reason  for  their  sudden  increase  in  the  mid-1960s  was  the  dramatic  fall  in 
pollution  levels  in  the  river  following  the  clean-up  instituted  by  the  Port  of 
London  Authority  in  1959.  It  seems  unlikely  that  this  build-up  was 
responsible  for  the  subsequent  breeding  inland  since  observations  had  been 
consistently  regular  before  the  Thames  clean-up,  and  it  may  have  been  part 
of  a  general  trend  of  the  species  to  breed  inland,  which  has  also  been  noticed 
in  other  regions. 

The  Mandarin  was  originally  introduced  into  Britain  about  1929  and 
shortly  after  this  a  breeding  colony  became  established  at  Virginia  Water  in 
Surrey.  There  were  two  sightings  in  London  before  1949,  when  the  species 
was  first  proved  to  have  bred  near  Thorpe.  Soon  after  this  it  quickly  became 
established  along  the  Rivers  Mole  and  Wey;  however,  precise  totals  of  the 
number  of  pairs  have  always  been  difficult  to  establish  due  to  its  secretive 
breeding  habits.  An  accurate  census  in  1969  came  up  with  a  total  of  55-60 
pairs  in  this  part  of  our  Area,  and  although  no  census  has  taken  place  since 
then  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  population  has  remained  fairly  static. 
A  recent  development  has  been  the  discovery  of  a  small  breeding  population 
in  Epping  Forest  (1979)  and  it  is  possible  that  the  Mandarin  will  continue  this 
modest  expansion  to  other  localities.  Winter  sightings  are  now  quite  regular 
in  all  parts  of  our  Area  and  it  seems  as  though  this  delightfully  plumaged  duck 
will  continue  to  enliven  our  bird  watching. 

The  Gadwall  is  another  duck  which  owes  its  origins  in  London  to  the 
release  of  captive  stock.  It  was  very  scarce  up  to  1932  when  birds  were 
released  from  the  Inner  London  parks,  subsequently  several  pairs  bred  at 
Bam  Elms,  although  undoubtedly  this  breeding  population  was  augmented 
by  the  further  release  of  captive  birds.  Breeding  since  1958  has,  at  best,  been 
spasmodic  and  although  pairs  summer  in  several  places  each  year  it  seems 
unlikely  that  it  will  ever  become  established  as  a  numerous  breeder. 
Wintering  birds  present  a  different  story  and  undoubtedly  come  from 
Continental  (E.  Europe)  regions,  totals  began  to  rise  slightly  in  the  early 
1970s,  with  Bam  Elms  and  Lonsdale  Road  Reservoirs  being  the  favoured 
localities,  where  counts  regularly  exceeded  100  birds.  Numbers  then  held 
steady  until  1979  when  they  suddenly  surged  forward  to  hit  new  peaks.  But 
the  main  features  of  this  advance  were  firstly  the  considerable  drop  in 
numbers  at  Bam  Elms  and  Lonsdale  Road  (partly  perhaps  due  to  disturb¬ 
ance  from  fishermen  at  the  former)  and  secondly  their  appearance  in  good 
numbers  throughout  the  whole  Area.  This  upsurge  has  been  maintained 
since  1979,  when  the  total  wintering  population  was  approximately  400  birds; 
in  1984  counts  were  well  up  again  and  probably  a  minimum  of  800  birds  are 
now  wintering  in  London.  The  explanation  for  this  sudden  expansion  is  not 
clear,  although  it  has  been  reflected  in  many  other  parts  of  England. 

At  the  time  the  Birds  of  the  London  Area  was  being  written  (1954)  the 
Pintail  was  a  scarce  visitor  to  London,  although  it  became  marginally  more 
regular  during  the  1960s.  But  in  1967  a  count  of  60  at  Rainham  heralded  a 
remarkable  increase  along  the  Lower  Thames  which  peaked  with  a  count  of 
485  in  the  Barking  reach  in  1973,  but  the  following  year  numbers  fell  sharply 
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due  to  the  reclamation  of  the  favoured  area  at  Woolwich.  Totals  remained 
static  at  around  100  at  Rainham  between  1974  and  1982,  but  diminished 
sharply  in  1984  by  which  time  the  lagoons  here  had  become  too  dry.  and 
overgrown.  Recent  records  suggest  that  this  species  may  have  now  switched 
its  allegiance  to  Thamesmead,  across  the  River  Thames. 

During  the  first  30  or  so  years  of  the  century  the  Shoveler  was  seen  annually 
in  London,  but  only  in  small  numbers.  However  in  the  1930s  it  began  to 
increase  slowly  as  both  a  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  By  1939 
numbers  in  S.W.  London  were  consistently  reaching  80,  and  when  observa¬ 
tions  resumed  after  the  war  years  totals  were  found  to  have  risen  again.  The 
highest  count  at  this  time  was  245  at  Staines  in  September  1945,  and  although 
totals  fell  slightly  after  this,  the  trend  towards  its  regular  appearance  as  an 
autumn  migrant  with  significant  numbers  remaining  to  winter  was  becoming 
well  established.  Counts  then  stayed  fairly  level  until  the  mid-1960s  when 
they  began  a  slow  and  persistent  advance.  The  annual  indices  (using  the 
counts  in  1972/3  as  the  base  100)  were  as  follows:  7  in  1962/3, 26  in  1968/9, 61 
-  in  1971/2, 147  in  1975/6  and  151  in  1981/82.  This  demonstrates  how  rapidly  it 
has  increased  in  the  last  20  years,  indeed  London  now  regularly  holds  about 
1,000  birds  during  the  winter  months  (aproximately  10%  of  the  British 
wintering  population).  At  the  time  of  the  main  upsurge  in  the  1960s  they  also 
became  much  were  widespread  throughout  London,  whereas  before  they 
had  been  largely  confined  to  S.W.  Middlesex.  Breeding  was  first  recorded  in 
1930  and  has  continued  more  or  less  annually  since  then,  but  numbers  have 
always  remained  low  and  show  no  sign  of  increasing.  It  is  however  an 
adaptable  species  which  readily  breeds  when  conditions  are  right,  e.g.  three 
pairs  bred  on  the  drained  south  basin  of  Staines  in  1985. 

The  wintering  population  of  Tutted  Ducks  has  probably  not  changed 
greatly  since  1947,  although  totals  increased  consistently  from  the  early  years 
of  the  century,  when  it  was  quite  scarce,  until  the  post-war  period.  The 
annual  index  has  varied  from  48  in  1947/48  to  100  in  1972/73,  68  in  1981/82 
and  41  in  1982/83.  The  gains  in  the  pre-war  years  largely  paralleled  the  rise  in 
acreage  of  water.  The  average  winter  population  would  seem  to  be  close  to 
6,000  birds,  this  figure  does  vary  considerably  each  year  depending  on  the 
number  of  birds  that  arrive  from  the  Low  Countries.  Exceptionally  cold 
weather  usually  precipitates  these  influxes.  The  rise  of  breeding  Tufted 
Ducks  was  covered  in  last  year’s  bird  report;  between  800  and  1,000  pairs 
could  breed  in  London  nowadays,  compared  with  only  a  handful  of  pairs  in 
the  early  years  of  the  century.  Undoubtedly  this  spectacular  expansion  is  due 
to  the  proliferation  of  gravel  and  sand  pits  that  has  been  particularly  evident 
in  the  last  20  years. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  the  status  of  Goosander  has  remained  pretty  well 
unchanged  throughout  the  century.  During  the  1920s  peak  counts  were  close 
to  60,  but  during  the  1930s  numbers  rose  considerably  and  peak  counts 
i  exceeded  200  on  several  occasions .  Figures  continued  to  rise ,  but  one  feature 
of  this  species  is  the  tendency  for  counts  to  increase  markedly  in  cold  winters 
and,  conversely,  to  decline  in  milder  winters.  The  history  of  Goosander  in 
London  is  punctuated  by  peaks  and  troughs,  the  peaks  being  counts  of  600 
(Queen  Mary)  in  February  1947  and  850+  (Queen  Elizabeth  II)  in  January 
1963  -  both  exceptionally  cold  winters.  Since  1963  however  totals  have 
remained  pretty  modest  and  only  very  rarely  exceeded  200,  although  there 
was  a  count  of  440  at  Queen  Mary  in  January  1985.  Generally  this  species 
favours  the  big  reservoirs  of  S.W.  London,  and  there  are  few  counts  over  100 
away  from  this  region.  Ringing  recoveries  have  traced  ‘our’  birds  to  Sweden, 
Finland  and  Archangel,  and  undoubtedly  influxes  into  London  and  S.E. 
England  occur  when  birds  wintering  in  the  Low  Countries  are  frozen  out  in 
bitter  and  prolonged  cold  weather. 

London  has  always  been  a  favourite  wintering  place  for  Smew;  rare  up  to 
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the  1920s,  small  flocks  began  to  be  noticed  after  this,  the  upward  trend 
continued  through  the  1930s  with  peak  counts  reaching  65  in  1934  and  then 
117  in  1938.  The  highest  ever  count  was  144  in  February  1956  and  the  last 
count  over  100  in  1963.  Since  then  numbers  have  fallen  consistently  and 
whereas  previously  favoured  localities  were  Brent  and  Bara  Elms  particular¬ 
ly,  the  emphasis  swung  towards  Wraysbury  during  the  1970s  onwards  and, 
more  recently  still,  Holyfield  Marsh  in  the  Lea  Valley.  But  counts  never 
exceed  40,  and  even  counts  of  30  or  more  are  only  achieved  in  cold  winters. 
Nowadays  the  total  numbers  in  London  in  mid-winter  (and  a  good  winter  at 
that)  probably  do  not  rise  above  100  compared  with  at  least  twice  this  total 
during  the  halcyon  years.  Interestingly  during  the  last  15  to  20  years  Smew 
have  favoured  other  areas  outside  London,  and  part  of  the  reason  for  this 
may  be  the  excessive  disturbance  to  several  of  its  favourite  London  sites 
especially  from  sailing.  1985,  however,  did  see  a  resurgence  of  numbers  due 
to  the  cold  weather  in  January  and  February,  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  the 
‘comeback’  of  this  most  attractive  duck  is  maintained. 


Unlike  the  Mandarin,  which  originated  from  birds  that  were  deliberately 
released  from  captive  stock,  the  Ruddy  Duck  owes  its  British  origins  to 
unintentional  escapes  from  captive  breeding  birds.  They  first  bred  in  the  wild 
in  Avon  in  1960  and  in  the  west  Midlands  in  1961;  since  then  the  population 
has  expanded  considerably  in  both  areas.  The  first  sightings  in  London  were 
in  1965, 1966  and  then  1971  and  it  has  been  annual  since  19/3.  Sightings  were 
mostly  in  the  winter  months  and  numbers  did  not  exceed  two  or  three  until 
1979  when  there  was  a  major  influx  during  the  cold  spell  early  in  the  year. 
Winter  peak  flock  counts  rose  slowly  from  13  in  1979  to  22  in  1981,  but 
■suddenly  surged  forward  to  57  in  1985.  Breeding  occurred  in  1980, 1983, 1984 
and  1985,  mostly  at  different  localities.  A  pattern  of  occurrence  now  seems 
well  established  with  influxes  in  winter  (especially  cold  ones),  usually  not 
beginning  before  January  and  tailing  off  when  the  weather  moderates,  with 
most  birds  going  by  late  March.  Several  groups  have  summered  in  recent 
years  but  unfortunately  there  are  very  few  areas  in  London  where  suitable 
breeding  habitat  exists.  It  seems  unlikely  that  it  will  ever  become  firmly 
established  as  a  widespread  and  regular  breeding  bird  in  London.  Because  its 
favourite  waters  in  Avon  and  the  west  Midlands  are  mostly  shallow  and 
freeze  over  readily  in  sub-zero  temperatures,  considerable  dispersal  is 
inevitable  within  southern  Britain  and  clearly  the  deep-watered  reservoirs  of 
London  provide  an  ideal  refuge  for  this  naturalised  Nearctic  duck.  The 
annual  winter  population  in  London  is  now  approaching  100  and  numbers 
can  be  expected  to  swell  considerably  as  its  spread  into  southern  Britain 
continues. 
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The  decline  of  the  Mute  Swan  was  well  documented  in  the  1981  London 
Bird  Report  (Oliver).  The  precise  year  in  which  this  began  is  difficult  to 
pinpoint,  but  the  maximum  winter  counts  (based  on  the  monthly  winter 
wildfowl  counts)  fell  from  a  peak  of  479  in  1956/57  to  315  in  1957/58, 183  in 
1964/65,  82  in  1968/69  and  the  low  point  of  42  in  1977/78.  These  counts, 
however,  did  not  include  the  Lower  Thames  where  totals  were  at  their 
highest  in  1973  when  616  birds  were  seen,  but  this  may  have  been  an 
abnormally  high  figure.  By  the  mid-1970s  the  decline  was  well  underway,  and 
although  not  strictly  comparable,  the  49  breeding  pairs  reported  in  1984 
compares  with  188  pairs  during  the  census  year  of  1956.  This  probably 
overexaggerates  the  collapse,  but  there  is  little  doubting  the  fact  that  far 
fewer  pairs  are  now  breeding  in  London.  The  cause  of  the  reductions,  as  is 
the  case  elsewhere  in  England,  is  mainly  due  to  lead  poisoning  particularly 
alone  rivers,  but  also  in  any  waters  well  populated  by  fishermen.  There  may 
well  be  other,  less  obvious,  factors  but  the  effects  of  these  would  probably  be 
insignificant  without  the  lethal  combination  of  lead  poisoning  -  (see  Oliver 
1986). 

.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Sparrowhawk  was  quite 
widespread  during  the  early  years  of  the  century  in  London,  despite  heavy 
persecution  from  gamekeepers  (one  keeper  in  Kent  shot  17  birds  in  1937). 
Their  status  remained  largely  unchanged  until  the  1939-45  war  when  they 
started  to  increase  noticeably  and  even  spread  into  suburbia,  because  of  the 
dwindling  attentions  of  gamekeepers.  Numbers  stayed  high  after  the  war  and 
it  was  not  until  the  late  1950s  that  a  significant  reduction  began  to  be  noticed, 
by  1959  only  four  pairs  were  found  in  London  and  by  1964  no  pairs  at  all  were 
found.  This  contrasts  with  18  pairs  seen  by  one  observer  near  Oxted  and 
Limpsfield  in  1948.  Organochlorine  pesticides,  because  they  affect  creatures 
at  the  top  of  the  food-chain  most,  were  almost  entirely  responsible  for  their 
downfall.  Numbers  stayed  low  for  several  years  and  only  picked  up  very 
slowly  when  a  few  pairs  began  breeding  in  the  late  1960s,  but  this  advance 
was  briefly  reversed  in  1970  and  1972  when  no  pairs  bred.  Subsequently  they 
began  to  increase  again  and  certainly  by  the  late  1970s  the  Sparrowhawk  was 
not  an  uncommon  sight  in  many  parts  of  London.  31  pairs  were  proved  to 
have  bred  in  1984  (all  in  Surrey)  and  realistically  the  true  London  total  could 
be  in  excess  of  50  pairs.  Now  that  the  use  of  pesticides  has  been  more  strictly 
controlled,  combined  with  the  demise  of  gamekeepers,  the  future  for  this 
species  looks  quite  encouraging.  Habitat  loss  would  seem  to  threaten  its 
resurgence  most. 

The  proliferation  of  gravel  pits  in  the  last  20  years  has  undoubtedly  aided 
the  Coot,  but  figures  to  prove  this  are  hard  to  come  by.  A  survey  in  1957  came 
up  with  419  pairs,  but  coverage  was  known  to  be  incomplete.  In  1982  more 
reports  than  usual  from  Essex  and  Herts  amassed  a  total  of  346  breeding 
pairs,  and  although  almost  no  pairs  were  submitted  from  the  other  four 
counties  it  allows  some  projection  to  an  actual  total  approaching  three  times 
this  last  figure.  Winter  counts  peak  in  November,  with  October  a  close 
second,  then  subside  slightly  in  December  before  rising  again  in  January. 
Peak  counts  are  now  in  the  region  of  4,600  birds.  Clearly  the  true  change  m 
status  will  not  be  known  until  a  full  and  thorough  survey  is  undertaken  -  (see 
Oliver  1986). 

At  the  time  of  the  Birds  of  the  London  Area  there  had  been  about  sixty 
records  of  Oystercatcher,  but  they  had  begun  to  increase  by  the  time  the 
revised  edition  appeared  in  1964,  from  an  average  eight  records  per  year  to  a 
annual  figure  approaching  20.  This  species  has  been  increasing  in  Britain 
since  1900,  and  particularly  since  1940  fSharrock  1976)  and  to  some  extent 
the  rise  in  London  reflects  this.  Records  have  occurred  in  all  months,  but 
peak  in  late  spring  and  autumn;  the  largest  flock  seen  is  one  of  22  birds 
together.  Of  more  significance  is  the  breeding  on  the  Lower  Thames,  mostly 
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at  Rainham,  but  also  at  Dartford  Marsh,  West  Thurrock  and  Swan  scorn  be. 
This  first  took  place  in  1971  when  two  pairs  nested,  although  only  one  pair 
hatched  young,  and  the  outcome  was  unknown.  Subsequently  birds  have 
either  nested,  attempted  to  nest  or  been  present  in  the  breeding  season  in 
virtually  every  year  since  then,  but  usually  with  a  conspicuous  lack  of  success. 
Quite  why  this  should  be  is  unclear,  but  on  no  occasion  are  birds  known  to 
have  been  reared  to  adulthood,  although  this  probably  paints  a  rather  too 
gloomy  picture.  The  increased  threat  to  the  marshes  of  east  London  must  in 
any  case  jeopardize  many  future  breeding  attempts  because  they  require 
large  undisturbed  areas  in  which  to  nest. 

The  Ringed  Plover  has  increased  as  both  a  winter  visitor  as  well  as  a 
breeding  bird;  it  first  bred  in  1957  and  then  bred  in  most  subsequent  years  up 
to  1973  by  which  time  a  total  of  48  pairs  had  nested  successfully.  Since  1973  it 
has  bred  annually  with  usually  between  15  and  20  pairs  on  territory  each  year, 
although  the  figures  reached  an  all  time  high  in  1985  when  the  total  reached 
31  territorial  pairs.  Undoubtedly  the  continued  extraction  of  gravel  and  the 
large  areas  of  waste  ground  that  still  abound  in  London  enable  this  species  to 
maintain  a  strong  foothold  in  our  Area.  The  undoubted  increase  in  the  winter 
population  is  far  more  difficult  to  document,  but  up  until  the  late  1950s  very 
few  wintered  on  the  Lower  Thames  although  a  count  of  100  in  November 
1959  at  Swanscombe  was  published  without  comment,  and  could  have  been  a 
notable  milestone.  Subsequently  it  seems  likely  that  a  small  wintering 
nucleus  gradually  increased,  despite  the  fact  that  only  ‘small  numbers’  were 
reported  in  1970;  by  the  mid-1970s,  however,  a  total  of  at  least  several 
hundred  were  wintering  on  the  Lower  Thames.  Numbers  have  continued  to 
increase  and  still  are  increasing,  as  evinced  by  a  record  count  of  500  at  West 
Thurrock  in  January  1984.  It  seems  quite  clear  that  these  flocks  have  been 
assisted  greatly  by  the  clean-up  of  the  River  Thames  that  began  in  1959. 

Its  close  relative  the  Little  Ringed  Plover  was  first  recorded  in  London  this 
century  when  a  pair  was  found  nesting  in  1944.  The  number  of  breeding  pairs 
rose  to  18  by  1954  and  during  the  20  years  from  1955  to  1974  the  number  of 
successful  pairs  averaged  22,  and  the  total  number  of  pairs  on  territory 
(including  unproved  breeding  pairs)  averaged  33.  Since  then  this  figure  has 
certainly  been  maintained  and  indeed  reached  a  peak  of  42  proved  pairs  in 
1984  and  a  total  of  64  territories.  The  prosperity  of  this  species  is  strongly 
connected  to  the  gravel  extraction  industry  and  this  is  ironically  linked  to  the 
continued  development  of  our  Area  by  tarmac,  concrete  and  brick.  It  is 
perhaps  not  difficult  to  envisage  the  decline  of  this  dainty  wader  as  a  breeding 
bird  as  gravel  pits  mature  and  become  unsuitable.  Since  its  fortunes  have 
become  so  strongly  linked  with  London  this  would  indeed  be  a  sad  day. 
Originally  it  was  thought  that  competition  with  its  larger  relative  the  Ringed 
Plover  might  cause  its  decline,  but  there  are  numerous  instances  of  the  two 
breeding  side  by  side  in  complete  harmony,  which  is  remarkable  considering 
they  exploit  identical  habitats. 

The  water  meadows  that  are  most  favoured  as  a  breeding  habitat  by 
Redshank  are  unfortunately  of  a  type  that  is  most  under  threat  both  by  a 

Erocess  called  ‘agricultural  improvement’  or  from  development,  the  former 
as  largely  appeared  since  the  advent  of  the  European  Economic  Commun¬ 
ity  (EEC)  ana  the  ludicrously  large  subsidies  provided  to  encourage  farmers 
to  develop  these  fringe  sites.  Despite  this  the  Redshank  was  in  marked 
decline  as  a  breeding  bird  by  1939,  but  even  by  the  early  1950s  80  pairs  were 
still  reported  to  be  present  along  the  Lower  Thames.  However  between  1955 
and  1963  the  average  number  of  pairs  nesting  annually  in  London  was  28  and 
this  had  subsided  to  18  between  1964  and  1973.  At  present  the  average  may 
well  be  nearer  30,  but  this  slight  increase  could  be  due  to  a  greater  tolerance 
of  less  suitable  breeding  habitats.  Its  increase  as  a  wintering  bird  on  the 
Thames  in  east  London  parallels  the  anti-pollution  measures  that  began  to 
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take  effect  in  the  early  1960s,  peak  counts  now  reach  about  1,000  annually. 

The  first  British  record  of  Mediterranean  Gull  was  at  Barking  in  1868, 
although  London  did  not  have  another  record  until  1957,  further  records 
followed  in  1965, 1967  and  1969.  Sightings  have  been  annual  since  1971  and 
have  risen  to  an  average  of  about  seven  per  year. 

Little  Gull  records  rose  substantially  from  the  1950s  to  1960s;  up  to  1954 
approximately  50  birds  had  been  seen  in  London,  since  then  numbers  have 
been  documented  in  bird/days.  The  years  from  1955  to  1972  were  discussed 
by  Oliver  (1974),  and  generally  the  story  was  one  of  progressively  increasing 
numbers  with  the  peak  years  being  1971  and  1972,  which  had  about  150  and 
95  bird/days  respectively.  The  emphasis  during  this  period  was  strongly  on 
the  autumn  passage  with  the  latter  outnumbering  spring  records  by  3  or  4:1. 
Since  then  the  upsurge  has  continued  with  the  peak  years  being  (with 
bird/days  in  parentheses)  1974  (238),  1975  (293),  1981  (262)  and  1984  (393). 
Totals  have  fluctuated  wildly  from  year  to  year,  as  indeed  might  be  expected 
for  a  summer  visitor  whose  occurrences  are  largely  dependent  on  the  weather 
conditions  prevailing  at  the  times  of  passage.  One  feature  of  recent  years  has 
been  the  increasing  proportion  of  birds  seen  in  spring,  with  1978  and  1984 
standing  out  in  particular  when  spring  records  outnumbered  autumn  ones  by 
3:1.  The  largest  flock  up  to  1972  was  one  of  12  together  in  August  1971,  this 
advanced  to  20  in  August  1975  and  finally  reached  an  astonislung  total  of  45 
together  in  May  1984. 

The  habit  of  nesting  on  buildings  by  the  Herring  Gull  was  becoming 
established  at  coastal  towns  in  the  1940s,  but  there  was  no  indication  that 
they  might  start  breeding  in  London,  although  inland  breeding  had  occurred 
elsewhere.  In  1961  and  1962  one  pair  nested  at  Regent’s  Park  without 
success,  but  finally  reared  three  young  in  1963,  since  then  breeding  has  been 
annual,  although  with  varying  degrees  of  success.  Recently  they  have 
averaged  about  five  breeding  pairs  per  year  in  London,  but  numbers 
i  fluctuate  auite  considerably  each  year.  This  may  well  be  due  to  differing 
levels  of  observer  coverage  as  well  as  the  difficulty  in  locating  birds  on  tall 
buildings  in  central  London.  There  has  been  no  attempt  to  colonise  areas 
av  from  Inner  London. 


The  status  of  Common  Tern  as  a  passage  migrant  probably  has  not 
changed  significantly  during  the  last  fifty  years,  although  recent  peak  flock 
counts  have  not  risen  much  above  250  birds  which  compares  unfavourably 
with  the  flock  of  500  seen  at  Staines  in  August  1950.  Tnere  has,  however, 
been  a  trend  for  large  flocks  to  occur  more  on  the  Lower  Thames  and  less 
regularly  on  the  reservoirs.  Part  of  the  reason  for  this,  apart  from  the  cleaner 
river,  may  be  because  of  the  arrival  of  two  large  power  stations  with  their 
attendant  outflows  -  these  prove  very  popular  with  feeding  terns.  This  is 
another  species  that  has  colonised  London  as  a  breeding  bird,  unsuccessful 
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nesting  attempts  were  made  in  1958  and  1962  but  it  was  1963  before  the  first 
London-bred  bird  took  to  the  wing.  Since  then,  apart  from  1965,  they  have 
nested  each  year  with  numbers  increasing  almost  annually,  reaching  11  in 
1970, 30  in  1977  and  58  in  1980.  In  1984  64  pairs  raised  1 18  young  to  the  flying 
stage;  the  only  impedence  to  the  continued  success  of  this  species  in  London 
is  the  number  of  rafts  that  can  be  provided.  They  regularly  nest  on  the  most 
basic  of  water-borne  platforms,  but  despite  this  only  Rye  Meads  (where  42 
pairs  bred  in  1984)  consistently  provided  rafts,  up  until  quite  recently,  and 
this  site  remains  the  species’  stronghold  in  London. 

Precise  documentation  of  the  number  of  Arctic  Terns  that  occurred  in 
London  up  to  1950  will  never  be  known,  since  the  lack  of  established 
identification  criteria  at  the  time  prevented  specific  identification.  Nine 
records  were  reported  up  to  1946,  then  in  both  1947  and  1948  several  more 
were  recorded  but  it  seems  that  the  criteria  used  to  identify  these  birds  may 
have  misled  observers.  No  further  Arctic  Terns  were  published  in  any  LBR 
until  1969  and  suddenly  in  1971  half  a  dozen  records  or  so  were  published 
without  comment,  since  then  birds  have  been  seen  annually.  Sadly  we  will 
never  know  its  true  status  prior  to  1969  but  it  does  seem  likely  that  it  was 
occurring  regularly  before  this.  It  wasn’t  until  the  late  1970s  that  a  strong 
overlanajpassage  tnrough  London  became  evident,  flocks  over  100  were  seen 
in  1978  (103),  1980  (116),  1981  (130)  and  1982  (140).  These  have  nearly 
always  coincided  with  cold  northerly  based  winds  in  late  April  and  early  May, 
but  the  lack  of  any  large  spring  totals  in  the  four  years  from  1983-1986 
indicates  how  variable  and  unpredictable  this  passage  can  be.  Autumn 
passage  has  also  been  more  apparent  during  the  last  ten  years,  although 
identification  of  adults  is  more  awkward  at  this  time  of  year,  juveniles  are 
more  straightforward.  One  can  only  speculate  on  the  species’  composition  of 
some  large  flocks  seen  in  the  past,  e.g.  304  at  Staines  in  late  April  1952;  it  is 
probably  unreasonable  to  assume  tins  passage  is  of  recent  origin. 

The  Collared  Dove  provides  one  of  the  biggest  success  stories  in  the  annals 
of  present  day  ornithology  (although  many  farmers  might  not  agree  with  this 
analysis!).  The  spread  began  from  Albania,  Bulgaria,  Turkey  and  Yugosla¬ 
via  in  the  1930s  and  by  1952  the  first  birds  had  arrived  in  Britain.  Breeding 
first  began  in  London  in  1957  but  did  not  resume  until  1962  when  the  spread 
became  an  invasion.  Unfortunately  as  it  became  commoner  interest 
slackened  and  its  precise  colonisation  became  more  difficult  to  define.  The 
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London  Atlas  (1968-72)  provided  an  opportunity  to  take  stock  and  reassess 
its  status  and  interestingly  it  transpired  that  the  Turtle  Dove  was  found  in 
more  tetrads,  but  it  did  not  give  any  indication  of  breeding  density. 
Subsequently  it  has  been  impossible  to  assess  its  position  as  a  breeding  bird  in 
London,  although  it  may  be  that  it  has  changed  little.  Breeding  took  place  in 
Inner  London  for  the  first  time  in  1978,  but  despite  summering  birds  in  many 
subsequent  years  nesting  has  not  been  proved  here  since. 

One  of  the  saddest  declines  of  any  species  under  review  is  that  of  the  Barn 
Owl.  There  is  little  doubt  that  it  has  been  declining  since  the  early  years  of  the 
century,  initially  it  suffered  at  the  hands  of  unscrupulous  gamekeepers  and 
throughout  the  century  the  inexorable  spread  of  suburbia  has  taken  its  toll. 
Unfortunately  the  Bam  Owl  has  been  unable  to  adapt  to  life  in  the  suburbs 
unlike  its  relative  the  Tawny  Owl;  additionally  the  wiring  up  of  belfries  and 
church  towers  during  the  early  1930s  (Fitter  1945),  against  Jackdaws, 
affected  this  species  adversely.  A  combination  of  reasons  seems  to  have  been 
responsible  for  its  drastic  decline  as  a  breeding  bird  in  London  which  took 
place  in  the  early  1960s,  perhaps  the  most  serious  being  the  effect  of 
pesticides.  By  1962  and  1963  only  one  pair  bred  throughout  the  whole  Area, 
although  subsequent  increases  followed.  Despite  this  brief  resurgence  the 
reduction  had  set  in  irreversibly  by  the  late  1970s  although  the  reasons  for 
this  most  recent  decline  are  more  difficult  to  delineate,  certainly  the 
continued  development  of  suburbia  has  played  a  large  part. 

Another  species  that  owes  its  presence  in  London,  either  to  escapes  or  to 
deliberate  releases  from  captivity,  is  the  Ring-necked  Parakeet.  Records 
have  only  been  published  in  the  London  Bird  Report  since  1981  and  sightings 
prior  to  this  have  been  temporarily  submerged  -  a  paper  giving  an  account  of 
their  spread  across  London  is  still  awaited.  An  early  indication  of  its  ability  to 
survive  cold  winters  was  provided  by  a  single  bird  that  frequented  a  garden  in 
Surrey  between  September  1962  and  March  1963  (it  was  subsequently 
recaptured  by  its  owner).  The  first  reports  in  London  came  from  Gravesend 
and  Northfleet  (Kent)  in  1969  as  well  as  from  the  Bromley  and  Croydon 
areas.  Breeding  was  first  established  at  Croydon  in  1971;  in  the  same  year  a 
pair  was  also  proved  to  have  bred  in  the  Claygate/Esher  region.  They  were 
also  known  to  have  been  present  in  the  Woodford  Green/Highams  Park  area 
(Essex)  and  breeding  was  suspected  in  1973,  numbers  here  had  risen  to  22  by 
1974.  By  the  time  records  were  first  printed  in  1981  sightings  were  received 
from  five  counties  in  London  involving  26  localities.  Proof  of  breeding  has 
always  been  difficult  to  come  by,  partly  because  of  their  secretive  hole¬ 
nesting  habits;  undoubtedly  the  London  population  is  self-sustaining  but 
prone  to  fluctuations  -  a  flock  of  110  reported  from  Beckenham  in  the  late 
1970s  has  not  been  reported  since.  In  some  parts  of  Kent  it  has  reached  pest 
proportions  but  there  is  no  indication  that  this  is  happening  in  London  yet,  so 
to  some  extent  they  still  remain  in  the  novelty  stage,  despite  this  it  has  now 
become  a  permanent  part  of  London’s  avifauna  -  for  better  or  for  worse. 

The  status  of  Nightjar  as  a  breeding  bird  in  London  is  now  only  maintained 
by  the  slenderest  of  threads.  Even  at  the  turn  of  the  century  it  was  already 
realised  that  it  was  decreasing,  although  it  was  still  described  as  being 
‘tolerably  common’.  At  the  end  of  the  First,  and  then  the  Second  World 
Wars,  further  declines  were  noticed  and  a  slight  resurgence  detected  after  the 
1939-45  war  could  well  have  been  due  to  greater  observer  coverage. 
However  the  biggest  reduction  has  taken  place  in  the  last  20  years:  in  1963  at 
least  33  singing  males  were  located  at  12  sites,  by  1973  this  had  fallen  to  14 
birds  at  eight  sites,  by  1980  10  birds  at  four  sites  and  lastly  in  1984  three  birds 
at  two  sites.  In  London  the  major  reason  for  this  dramatic  decline  has 
probably  been  habitat  loss  and  disturbance  -  it  has  paid  the  penalty  for 
having  such  specific  habitat  requirements.  Nationally  there  are  at  least  one  or 
two  other  factors  involved  in  this  decline:  the  trend  towards  cooler,  wetter 
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summers  has  been  postulated  as  one  cause,  but  the  fall  was  already  under 
way  before  this  cooler  trend  had  become  established.  Pesticides  have  also 
been  blamed,  but  again  this  is  unlikely  to  have  been  more  than  a  minor 
contribution  to  the  species’  downfall.  The  Nightjar  seems  to  have  been 
affected  by  the  general  downward  trend  that  has  involved  several  other  birds, 
such  as  the  Woodlark,  Red-backed  Shrike  and  Wryneck.  Perhaps  it  is  no 
more  than  the  inevitable  rise  and  fall  that  any  species  undergoes  at  the  fringes 
of  its  international  range  over  a  period  of  many  hundreds  of  years. 

The  gradual  decline  of  the  Wryneck  as  a  British  summer  resident  is 
thought  to  have  begun  as  long  as  140  years  ago.  Its  status  in  London  was 
already  in  steep  decline  in  1900  and  this  has  continued  persistently  until  its 
ultimate  extinction  as  a  breeding  bird  in  London.  Homes  (1957)  suggested 
that  a  mere  half-a-dozen  pairs  nested  annually,  although  even  as  recently  as 
1964  up  to  17  pairs  were  still  being  reported.  The  very  last  pairs  to  nest  in 
London  were  reported  in  1972,  when  single  pairs  nested  in  Hertfordshire  and 
Surrey,  and  quite  probably  these  were  one  of  the  last  instances  of  proved 
breeding  in  England.  The  last  reports  of  birds  seen  in  the  breeding  season 
were  in  1976  in  Surrey;  since  then  its  status  has  become  one  of  a  rare  spring 
migrant  and  scarce,  but  regular,  autumn  migrant.  Many  reasons  for  the 
decline,  which  has  been  recorded  throughout  Western  Europe,  have  been 
put  forward  but  very  few  are  valid  and  like  the  Nightjar  a  generalised 
shrinkage  of  part  of  its  world  range  has  taken  place. 

Initially  it  might  seem  as  though  the  Woodlark  has  been  in  continual 
decline  for  many  years.  This  is  not  the  case  however  and  closer  scrutiny 
reveals  that  it  is  a  species  that  has  always  been  prone  to  undergo  considerable 
local  and  national  fluctuations.  There  is  little  doubt  that  in  the  early  years  of 
the  century,  if  it  was  breeding  regularly  in  London,  it  was  doing  so  only  in 
very  small  numbers.  This  position  stayed  largely  unaltered  until  the 
mid- 1920s  when  -  for  no  apparent  reason  -  numbers  suddenly  started  to 
increase,  so  that  by  1950  about  45  pairs  were  nesting  annually  in  our  Area. 
Then,  and  just  as  suddenly,  it  started  to  decline  until  by  1954  the  number  of 
pairs  had  slipped  to  a  mere  25.  This  slide  continued  until  the  last  regular 
nesting  pair  was  found  in  1971,  although  there  was  an  isolated  record  of  two 
pairs  breeding  in  1975  in  Surrey.  Since  then  it  has  not  been  annual  and 
generally  most  records  have  been  in  early  spring  and  late  autumn,  which 
accords  well  with  the  recent  realisation  (Sitters  1986)  that  it  is  a  regular 
partial  migrant  in  Britain.  Like  the  previous  two  species  its  status  in  London 
reflects  its  national  fortunes  and  although  habitat  loss  would  not  have 
helped,  it  remains  a  possibility  that  it  could  yet  reappear  as  a  breeding  bird  in 
London  -  something  that  could  probably  not  be  said  for  either  the  Wryneck 
or  Red-backed  Shnke. 

During  the  early  1960s  the  Water  Pipit  was  suddenly  ‘discovered’ 
wintering  on  watercress  beds  in  the  London  Area.  At  the  time  this  was 
considered  quite  exceptional,  despite  the  fact  that  it  had  been  recorded  with 
increasing  frequency  as  a  passage  migrant  on  reservoir  banks  and  sewage 
farms  in  London  during  the  1950s.  Aner  this  observers  started  looking  for 
wintering  Water  Pipits  at  the  many  watercress  beds  in  the  Area  and  it  soon 
transpired  that  this  was  indeed  quite  a  widespread  habit.  By  the  winter  of 
1964/65  23  birds  were  found,  and  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  decade  the 
annual  total  averaged  about  20.  The  species  probably  reached  a  high  point  in 
1971  when  counts  at  Beddington  rose  to  an  astonishing  20  individuals,  the 
following  year  numbers  declined  slightly  when  a  maximum  of  13  was  seen  at 
Beddington.  Since  the  1971/72  winter,  individual  counts  have  only  risen  to 
double  figures  once  (January  1976)  and  the  number  of  birds  wintering 
annually  rarely  exceeded  ten  during  the  1970s  and  has  averaged  about  five 
during  the  1980s.  It  is  still  recorded  each  year  in  winter,  but  has  now  become 
relatively  scarce.  It  was  assumed  originally  that  prior  to  1962  it  had  been 
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overlooked  (Osborne  1971),  but  the  recent  decline  suggests  that  it  could  well 
have  been  rare  and  that  greater  awareness  of  its  possible  presence  might  have 
coincided  with  a  population  surge.  Quite  why  it  should  have  declined  is 
unclear  since  outwardly  the  watercress  beds  do  not  appear  to  have  altered 
and  many  of  its  favourite  sites  remain  unchanged  to  this  day. 

Whilst  the  national  distribution  of  Nightingale  has  remained  little  changed 
since  the  early  years  of  the  century,  the  density  of  birds  has  undoubtedly 
fallen  since  the  1950s  (Sharrock  19761.  This  echoes  the  situation  in  the 
London  Area,  although  Homes  (1957)  observed  that  its  range  had  con¬ 
tracted  considerably  in  the  face  of  continued  development,  he  made  no 
comment  about  any  further  decline.  Even  in  1961,  129  singing  birds  were 
counted  in  Broxboume  Woods  and  Epping  Forest  alone.  By  the  time  of  the 
London  Atlas  its  distribution  had  become  patchy  (Montier  1977)  and 
although  it  has  probably  declined  slightly  since  then,  there  are  some 
encouraging  indications  that  it  may  just  be  holding  its  own  and  even 
increasing.  Certainly  29  singing  birds  were  heard  in  1984  and  this  is  more  than 
any  annual  figures  published  since  the  Atlas  years,  and  1968  in  particular 
when  43  singing  males  were  found.  Also  of  interest  is  the  recolonisation  of 
Epping  Forest  after  an  absence  of  some  years,  and  the  total  had  risen  to  six 
birds  in  1984.  Undoubtedly  more  efficient  farming  methods,  involving  the 
grubbing  up  of  hedgerows,  as  well  as  generalised  scrub  clearance  have  helped 
with  its  downfall,  but  as  with  the  Redstart  plenty  of  apparently  suitable 
habitat  remains  unoccupied.  At  least  some  optimism  remains  that  we  will 
continue  to  hear  one  of  the  bird  world’s  best  songsters  in  London  for  some 
years  to  come. 

It  would  appear  that  the  habitat  requirements  of  the  Redstart  have  become 
much  more  conservative  during  the  last  fifty  or  so  years,  certainly  birds  were 
nesting  as  far  into  the  centre  of  London  as  Finchley  and  Highgate  even  as  late 
as  the  1920s.  Homes  (1957)  stated  that  since  1920  it  had  definitely  not  been  a 
suburban  bird.  It  is  impossible  to  assess  the  numbers  of  pairs  in  London 
during  these  early  years,  but  it  was  clearly  still  (mite  numerous,  but  since  at 
least  the  1930s  the  picture  is  one  of  generalised  decline.  The  first  assessment 
of  the  number  of  pairs  in  London  came  in  1963  when  there  were  at  least  90 
singing  males  (56  of  these  in  Epping  Forest).  After  this  its  fortunes  worsened 
considerably  and  by  1972  only  15  singing  birds  were  located,  then  10  in  1975 
and  only  a  handful  of  birds  after  this.  The  four  singing  males  in  1984  indicate 
its  tenuous  hold  as  a  breeding  bird  in  London.  Although  a  considerable 
amount  of  woodland  has  been  lost  to  development,  plenty  of  apparently 
suitable  habitat  still  remains,  so  its  decline  cannot  solely  be  due  to  this. 
Nationally  the  Redstart  declined  as  a  result  of  the  Sahel  drought  in  the  early 
1970s,  but  it  was  already  decreasing  in  London  by  this  time  and  like  several 
other  species  under  review  its  demise  will  stay  largely  unexplained. 

One  success  story  amongst  the  passerines  is  the  Cetti’s  Warbler,  its 
colonisation  of  Britain  being  part  of  recent  ornithological  history.  Having 
extended  its  range  from  the  Mediterranean  coast  through  France  during  the 
present  century,  it  finally  reached  Britain  in  1961  with  further  records  in 
1962,  1967  and  1968,  before  they  became  established  in  1971.  The  first 
confirmed  breeding  was  in  1972  and  since  then  their  spread  has  been  rapid. 
The  first  London  record  was  in  1975  followed  by  two  singing  males  the  next 
year  and  then  four  singing  males  in  1977;  gradually  they  began  to  occupy 
more  sites  and  in  1979  records  came  from  six  localities.  The  first  evidence  of 
breeding  was  obtained  in  1980  and  three  pairs  bred  in  1981;  1981  was  also  the 
best  year  so  far  for  singing  males  with  11  birds  being  reported  (including  the 
breeding  birds).  But  then,  quite  unexpectedly,  the  advance  was  halted  and 
since  then  there  have  only  been  two  midsummer  records  which  did  not 
suggest  breeding  and  several  passage  records.  It  seems  quite  clear  that  the 
bitter  weather  in  the  1981/82  winter  accounted  for  the  demise  of  the  resident 
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London  birds  and  new  immigrants  have  not  been  forthcoming.  The 
northward  expansion  of  Cetti’s  Warbler  in  Britain  seems,  temporarily  at 
least,  to  have  stopped  and  indeed  the  emphasis  has  swung  from  S.E.  England 
(the  first  point  of  colonisation)  to  S.  W.  England  with  the  stronghold  being  in 
coastal  localities  where,  presumably,  they  are  best  able  to  survive  cold 
winters.  It  does  seem  probable  that  it  will  only  remain  a  fringe  breeder  in 
London,  undergoing  expansion  following  milder  winters,  followed  by 
setbacks  after  cold  ones. 

It  would  appear  that  the  Grasshopper  Warbler  has  always  had  a  chequered 
history  in  London,  there  is  reasonable  evidence  to  suggest  that  it  had 
declined  considerably  in  London  before  1900.  Between  1900  md  the  1950s  its 
true  status  will  probably  never  be  known,  but  nowhere  did  it  appear  to  be 
common.  Homes  (1957)  commented  that  only  three  localities  neld  Grass¬ 
hopper  Warblers  -  Booxham  and  Ashtead  Commons  and  the  Colne  Valley 
from  Uxbridge  to  Middlesex.  By  1959  its  fortunes  had  changed  for  the  better 
and  50  singing  males  were  heard,  there  then  followed  a  temporary  decline  to 
a  mere  ten  birds  in  1963  before  further  advances  raised  the  total  to  a 
maximum  of  90  birds  in  1971  at  37  localities.  This  was  probably  the  species’ 
high  point  during  the  century.  Since  1971  numbers  have  fallen  steadily,  apart 
from  a  brief  period  of  remission  in  the  late  1970s  when  singing  birds  rose  to 
about  50  in  some  years,  and  then  subsided  again  in  the  early  1980s  to  a  low 
point  in  1984  with  one  case  of  proved  breeding  and  seven  other  singing  males. 
Undoubtedly  this  species  has  undergone  considerable  ups  and  downs  over 
many  years,  possibly  over  centuries,  and  despite  some  habitat  loss  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  assume  that  the  pendulum  will  swing  back  the  other  way  in  a 
decade  or  so. 


It  may  well  appear  to  the  casual  observer  that  the  Wood  Warbler  is  not  as 
common  as  it  was  once  in  the  past,  however  scrutiny  of  data  available  (in 
terms  of  numbers  at  least)  suggests  that  this  is  not  the  case.  Whilst  it  is 
inevitably  prone  to  annual  fluctuations,  the  figure  of  21  singing  males  in  1984 
seems  about  average  for  most  years  this  century.  Despite  this,  the 
quadrupling  of  observers  in  London  during  the  last  fifty  years  indicates  that 
tnere  has  been  a  decline  in  real  terms,  since  observer  coverage  nowadays  is 
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undoubtedly  more  complete.  Its  specific  breeding  requirements  of  mature 
beech,  birch  or  oakwoods  with  sparse  undergrowth  has  always  been 
relatively  scarce  in  London.  And,  despite  the  fact  that  the  amount  of 
disturbance  in  these  areas  has  undoubtedly  risen,  this  particular  habitat  is  not 
under  any  immediate  threat. 

The  breeding  distribution  of  the  Chiffchaff  is  largely  unchanged  since  1900 
apart  from  the  obvious  contractions  that  have  taken  place  in  the  face  of 
advancing  urbanisation.  However  its  winter  status  has  altered  dramatically, 
no  evidence  of  wintering  had  been  detected  until  1948  when  the  first  bird  was 
found.  The  next  sighting  was  in  1953  and  since  then  it  has  wintered  annually 
in  the  Area,  there  then  followed  brief  peaks  of  ten  and  11  birds  in  1959  and 
1961  followed  by  a  small  decline  after  the  bitter  1962/63  winter  with  only 
single  birds  in  1964  and  1965.  Subsequently  the  story  has  been  one  of  a 
gradual,  but  persistent  increase.  After  1972,  when  six  birds  were  found  at  five 
localities  it  suddenly  increased  to,  respectively,  12  and  eight  in  1973,  24  and 
nine  in  1974  and  33  and  13  in  1975.  A  period  of  relative  stasis  occurred 
between  1975  and  1982.  Then  in  1983  another  surge  took  place  to  66  birds 
and  at  least  21  localities  and  again  the  following  year  with  102  birds  at  about 
31  localities.  Overall  the  1960s  was  a  period  of  generally  mild  winters  after 
1962/63,  as  were  most  of  the  1970s,  so  it  is  possible  that  these  milder 
conditions  could  have  encouraged  wintering  to  take  place,  but  almost 
certainly  this  offers  too  easy  a  solution.  Some  of  the  recent  high  counts  have 
been  during  cold  weather  and  the  Chiffchaff  does  appear  to  be  pretty 
resistant  to  cold  spells;  it  is  impossible  to  determine  whether  this  long-term 
upward  trend  will  suffer  any  marked  reversals.  This  rise  has  been  reflected 
nationally  in  southern  England  and  is  probably  part  of  an  overall  expansion 
in  the  winter  range  of  the  Chiffchaff.  Little  comment  seems  to  have  been 
passed  nationally  regarding  the  direction  of  arrival  of  these  wintering  birds, 
but  the  continual  detection  of  birds  of  ‘eastern’  races  suggests  an  eastern  or 
northern  origin. 

The  Bearded  Tit  was  almost  decimated  in  Britain  following  the  1946/47 
winter,  but  numbers  picked  up  again  slowly  and  this  rise  continued,  despite  a 
small  hiccup  after  the  1962/63  winter.  One  of  the  features  of  this  species  is  its 
habit  of  irrupting  from  its  breeding  areas  in  the  autumn.  Up  to  1959  it  had  not 
been  seen  in  London  during  this  century,  but  a  single  bird  arrived  in  the  late 
winter;  the  next  birds  were  seen  the  following  year  (1960),  when  there  was  a 
deluge  of  records  at  half-a-dozen  sites.  A  pattern  of  occurrence  soon  became 
established:  birds  would  irrupt  from  their  breeding  grounds  in  the  autumn,  to 
winter  in  suitable  areas,  before  returning  to  their  East  Anglian  or  Kentish 
reedbeds  the  following  summer  to  breed.  But  inevitably  some  birds 
remained  to  colonise  new  areas.  The  first  proof  of  breeding  in  London  came 
in  1966  and  subsequently  breeding  took  place  at  the  same  locality  in  1968, 
1971,  1972  and  1973  with  varying  degrees  of  success,  although  the  reedbed 
was  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  latter  two  years  before  the  young  had 
hatched.  No  evidence  of  breeding  has  been  obtained  since,  but  birds  have 
summered  in  suitable  reedbeds  on  several  occasions  Nowadays  it  is  a  regular 
winter  visitor  -  especially  to  the  sea  aster  at  Rainham  Marsh  where  numbers 
occasionally  reach  50  -  and  also  an  annual  autumn  passage  migrant.  Two 
birds,  one  ringed  in  the  Stour  Valley  in  Kent  and  the  other  in  Norfolk,  have 
been  retrapped  in  London  and  give  some  indication  as  to  their  origins.  But  a 
third  bird  ringed  in  Holland  and  controlled  at  Swanscombe  indicates  some 
foreign  birds  are  involved,  as  does  a  bird  trapped  at  Rainham  and  controlled 
near  Dusseldorf,  West  Germany.  The  scarcity  of  its  breeding  habitat  makes 
it  unlikely  that  it  will  ever  become  a  regular  breeding  bird  in  London.  But  the 
recent  threats  of  development  that  loom  over  Rainham  also  threaten  its 
status  as  a  wintering  bird  as  well. 
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One  of  the  most  attractive  and  endearing  of  all  our  summer  visitors  is  the 
Red-backed  Shrike  despite,  or  perhaps  because  of,  its  rather  grisly  habit  of 
impaling  prey  on  suitable  thorns.  But  sadly  the  splendid  spnng  plumaged 
cock  will  probably  never  again  grace  the  thickets  and  bramble  tangles  of 
London.  Like  the  Nightjar  and  Wryneck  this  species  has  been  undergoing 
considerable  range  contraction  in  Western  Europe  for  many  years,  and 
although  poorer  summers,  habitat  destruction  and  pesticides,  as  well  as 
human  disturbance,  may  have  played  a  part  in  the  decline  the  major  reasons 
are  probably  far  more  complex.  Whilst  its  numbers  had  been  falling  slowly  up 
until  the  1950s  Homes  (1957)  felt  that  this  was  mostly  due  to  the 
encroachment  by  buildings  and  tne  destruction  of  breeding  areas,  rather  than 
a  general  reduction  in  range.  But  over  the  next  20  years  its  fortunes 
plummeted,  the  total  of  breeding  pairs  slumped  from  61  in  1952  to  32  in  1953 
and  then  to  12  pairs  in  1958.  A  period  of  recovery  followed  with  figures  rising 
to  24  pairs  in  1960  but  then  collapsed  to  16  pairs  in  1964,  eight  in  1965,  two  in 
1966  and  none  in  1967.  Up  to  three  pairs  bred  annually  until  1975  when  the 
last  breeding  (and  summering)  took  place,  subsequently  birds  have  only 
appeared  on  passage,  mostly  in  the  autumn.  Bibby,  in  Sharrock  (1976) 
surmised  that  the  Red-backed  Shrike  would  not  remain  as  a  breeding  bird  in 
Britain  for  much  longer  and  although  it  does  still  breed  in  a  few  areas  its 
complete  extinction  in  this  country  cannot  be  far  away. 

The  Cirl  Bunting  has  never  at  any  stage  this  century  been  particularly 
common  in  London  and  Homes  (1957)  stated  that  only  sixteen  nests  were 
reported  up  to  1954.  During  the  1960s  it  became  less  than  an  annual  visitor 
and  although  one  bird  was  seen  carrying  food  in  1965  in  Surrey,  there  has 
been  little  other  evidence  of  breeding.  It  occurred  each  year  from  1965-70, 
but  since  then  it  has  only  been  recorded  in  1977, 1978  and  1980.  The  species 
has  been  undergoing  a  marked  breeding  range  contraction  in  Britain  for 
many  years  ana  the  solitary  male  seen  in  1980  will  probably  be  the  last 
individual  of  this  virtually  sedentary  species  ever  to  be  recorded  in  the 
London  Area. 
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Wintering  Birds  in  the  London  Area 


Part  One:  Owls 


M.  K.  Dennis 


INTRODUCTION 

This  paper  is  intended  to  be  the  first  in  a  series  dealing  with  the  wintering 
status  and  distribution  of  certain  species  within  the  London  Area.  The  initial 
fieldwork  was  carried  out  as  part  of  the  National  Winter  Atlas  project, 
organised  by  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  (BTO),  but  it  was  realised  at 
an  early  stage  that  a  more  detailed  approach  was  needed  on  a  local  basis  -  as 
with  the  London  Breeding  Atlas  (Montier  1977)  -  to  prevent  valuable  data 
being  lost. 

The  National  Survey  used  the  10  km  square  as  its  recording  area,  and 
although  the  LNHS  used  the  tetrad  (2x2  km  square)  for  its  breeding  atlas 
work,  it  was  felt  that  logistical  problems  of  coverage  would  prevent  such  a 
detailed  study  for  the  Winter  Atlas.  It  was  decided  by  the  Research 
Committee  of  the  LNHS  to  complement  the  BTO  project  by  examining  as 
many  sites  within  each  10  km  square  as  possible,  in  order  to  cover  a  variety  of 
habitat  types  and  also  assess  the  wintering  population  of  selected  species.  A 
list  of  49  scarce  or  local  species  was  included  on  each  London  survey  form, 
but  observers  were  also  asked  to  record  numbers  of  certain  additional 
species: 

ri  all  owls 

ii)  all  waders  not  on  the  main  list 

iii)  duck  counts  away  from  wildfowl  count  sites 

iv)  wintering  Chiffchaff  and  Blackcap 

v)  significant  roosts  and  large  counts 

vi)  other  local  species  -  e.g.  Hawfinch,  Smew 

It  was  hoped  that  well-watched  sites  would  be  covered  in  detail,  and  that 
observers  would  also  be  tempted  to  explore  the  less  well-watched  areas  as 
well  as  the  poorly  covered  10  km  squares.  The  BTO  Atlas  work  ran  for  three 
winters:  1981/82, 1982/83  and  1983/84.  The  LNHS  sites  survey  was  concerned 
with  two  winters  - 1982/83  and  1983/84;  although  some  pilot  work  was  carried 
out  in  some  areas  in  the  first  BTO  winter  survey  of  1981/82  and  a  few  gaps 
were  filled  during  the  1984/85  winter. 

Site  record  sheets  were-  received  for  155  sites,  fairly  evenly  spread 
throughout  the  London  Area.  A  habitat  breakdown  of  these  sites  is  shown  in 
Table  1.  Casual  records  were  collected  in  each  winter  from  1981/82  to  1983/84 
and  records  of  very  local  species  -  Barn  Owl  for  example  -  were  extracted 
from  the  London  Bird  Reports  for  those  years.  The  period  of  recording  ran 
from  Nov.  15th  to  Feb.  15th,  but  to  achieve  a  more  complete  picture  of 
non-resident  species,  passage  records  during  the  autumn  and  spring  have 
been  used.  With  so  much  data  to  assess  it  has  Deen  decided  to  publish  details 
of  groups  of  similar  species,  rather  than  all  the  results  at  once.  This  first  paper 
deals  with  the  wintering  owls  within  the  London  Area. 
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Table  1.  Main  habitat  type  in  the  155  sites  in  the  winter  survey.  Figures 
expressed  as  percentage  of  total. 


Wetland 

39 

Other 

19 

Woodland 

18 

Parkland 

10 

Urban/suburban 

8 

Farm/rural 

6 

Wetland  included:  Gravel  pits,  reservoirs,  rivers  and  lakes  as  well  as  wet 

pasture  and  marsh. 

Other  included:  Sites  with  a  wide  mixture  of  habitat  types,  wasteland  and 

derelict  land  and  sites  where  the  exact  habitat  type  was 
unknown. 

WINTERING  OWLS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA 

Of  the  five  species  of  owl  recorded  in  the  London  Area  in  winter,  only  two, 
the  Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls,  can  be  classed  as  winter  visitors.  The 
remaining  three,  Bam,  Tawny  and  Little  Owls  are  largely  resident  species 
that  usually  remain  within,  or  close  to,  their  breeding  territories  for  most  of 
the  year.  This  difference  is  probably  due  to  diet  and  to  a  lesser  extent  nest 
sites.  The  Short-eared  Owl  is  the  most  extreme  example  of  this,  having  a 
strong  reliance  on  voles,  and  leading  a  highly  nomadic  existence,  particularly 
outside  the  breeding  season.  The  sedentary  Tawny  Owl  is  more  closely  tied 
to  its  breeding  territory  even  in  winter  (Wardhaugh  1984). 

There  has  been  little  obvious  change  in  the  breeding  status  and  distribution 
of  the  Tawny  or  Little  Owl  since  the  London  Breeding  Atlas,  apart  from 
minor  fluctuations  associated  with  the  loss  of  nest  sites  (e.g.  felling  of  trees 
due  to  Dutch  elm  disease).  Although  very  few  sites  recorded  either  species 
during  the  present  survey  (too  few  to  produce  meaningful  maps)  this  was 
thought  to  be  largely  due  to  their  unobtrusive  nocturnal  habits,  rather  than  to 
any  decrease.  The  Bam  Owl  has  undergone  a  serious  decline  in  the  last  ten 
years,  and  even  with  increased  observer  coverage  of  more  sites  during  the 
present  survey,  very  few  were  reported  to  the  recorders  and  none  at  all  to  the 
winter  atlas.  For  the  two  ‘eared  owls’  enough  records  were  received  to 
produce  meaningful  maps  and  these  are  based  on  regular  wintering  birds 
present  for  some  time  at  any  given  locality.  With  the  Short-eared  Owl,  there 
was  probably  some  overlap  in  neighbouring  sites  but,  where  possible,  birds 
have  been  counted  as  different  when  separate  birds  were  known  to  have  been 
present  (for  example  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  in  the  Staines  area  of  southwest 
London). 

Barn  Owl 

At  the  present  time  the  Bam  Owl  is  a  very  scarce  bird  in  the  London  Area, 
being  largely  confined  to  the  eastern  limits  of  Essex  and  Kent.  Breeding 
records  are  few  and,  even  outside  the  breeding  season,  it  is  far  less 
widespread  than  a  decade  ago.  During  the  five  years  of  the  London  Breeding 
Bird  Atlas  survey,  it  was  found  breeding  in  28  tetrads  and  possibly  bred  in  a 
further  20,  mainly  in  the  outer  suburban  and  rural  parts  of  the  London  Area. 
A  serious  decline  has  been  apparent  since,  and  the  present  survey  recorded 
the  species  in  only  about  20  localities  with  very  few  present  on  more  than  one 
date.  This  decline  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  destruction  of  old  and  disused 
farm  buildings,  as  well  as  to  the  lack  of  accessible  roost  sites  -  in  factory  areas 
for  example.  It  can  be  far  more  diurnal  than  many  other  owls,  except  perhaps 
Short-eared  and  Little.  Some  of  the  records  -  shown  in  Table  2  -  can  be 
attributed  to  resident  pairs  (on  the  Thames  marshes  in  Kent  for  example) 
which  normally  stay  close  to  the  breeding  area  all  year.  Records  from  late 
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November  onwards  elsewhere  in  the  London  Area,  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  in 
Surrey  for  example,  probably  involve  young  birds  (Cramp  1985),  this 
random  dispersal  takes  place  during  the  bird’s  first  winter.  There  is  no 
evidence  of  any  influx  of  continental  birds  -  as  in  the  Short-eared  Owl  -  but 
dark-breasted  birds  of  Continental  origin  have  been  recorded  in  Kent,  just 
outside  our  Area. 

Table  2.  Numbers  of  wintering  Barn  Owls  reported  during  each  winter  of  the 


survey. 

Essex. 

Herts. 

Middx. 

Bucks 

Surrey 

Kent 

Total 

1981/2 

5 

3 

1 

0 

0 

3 

12 

1982/3 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2+ 

5 

1983/4 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2+ 

7 

Most  of  the  Essex  and  Kent  birds  were  resident  throughout  the  year. 


Little  Owl 

As  with  the  Tawny  Owl,  very  few  sites  recorded  this  species  during  the  survey 
winters  (11%  of  the  sites),  which  is  rather  surprising  in  view  of  its  more 
diurnal  behaviour.  It  has  however  been  reported  from  well  over  60  localities 
in  recent  years  indicating  a  fairly  healthy  resident  population;  the  London 
Breeding  Atlas  reported  breeding  and  probable  breeding  from  161  tetrads.  It 
is  more  rural  than  either  the  Barn  or  Tawny  Owls,  being  rarely  encountered 
in  heavily  built-up  areas,  and  does  not  extend  in  towards  Inner  London  even 
outside  the  breeding  season. 

SURVEY  RESULTS  AND  DISCUSSION 

The  Little  Owl  is  mainly  a  bird  of  the  outer  suburbs  and  rural  parts  of  the 
London  Area  where  it  is  not  uncommon,  although  local  fluctuations  do 
occur.  It  is  usually  found  close  to  breeding  sites,  but  will  tolerate  a  wider 
habitat  mix  than  the  Tawny  Owl  e.g.  on  the  edge  of  industrial  areas  at 
Rainham  Marsh  and  in  the  more  open  parts  of  the  Lea  Valley.  As  with  the 
Breeding  Atlas,  very  few  were  found  in  Middlesex  and  parts  of  Surrey,  but  it 
proved  to  be  widespread  in  the  outer  parts  of  Essex.  Here  small  concentra¬ 
tions  of  three  or  four  birds  were  found,  the  Berwick  Ponds  area  of  Rainham 
being  one  typical  example.  Roost  sites  were  variable,  ranging  from  holes  in 
trees  to  disused  buildings.  On  clear  evenings  birds  were  often  calling  and 
active  well  before  dusk,  particularly  in  mid-winter.  In  Britain  the  Little  Owl 
is  rather  sedentary  outside  the  breeding  season,  but  British  birds  tend  to 
disperse  further  than  the  Tawny  Owl  (Cramp  1985).  However  from  the 
records  received  ,  the  majority  of  the  Little  Owls  remain  in  or  close  to  their 
breeding  area. 

Tawny  Owl 

This  rather  unobtrusive  nocturnal  species  was  recorded  from  well  over  300 
tetrads  during  the  London  Breeding  Atlas,  covering  44%  of  the  London 
Area.  With  recent  winter  observations  from  at  least  50  sites  the  species  is 
confirmed  as  a  widespread  resident  in  London.  During  the  present  survey, 
however,  10%  of  the  sites  recorded  Tawny  Owls,  but  this  is  probably  due  to 
its  rather  secretive  nature  as  well  as  the  lack  of  nocturnal  visits  by  survey 
workers.  Most  of  the  birds  that  were  located  were  in  daytime  roosts  of  up  to 
three  birds,  in  widespread  parts  of  the  Area. 

DISCUSSION 

The  Tawny  Owl  was  considered  more  uncommon  than  the  Bam  Owl  in  The 
London  Area  in  the  early  years  of  this  century  (Homes  1964),  but  by  the  time 
of  the  London  Breeding  Atlas,  the  situation  had  reversed,  and  the  Tawny 
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Owl  was  a  fairly  common  resident  in  rural  and  suburban  areas,  and  was 
beginning  to  extend  its  range  into  Inner  London.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any 
change  in  status  since,  but  it  is  recorded  less  frequently  in  Inner  London.  This 
however  may  be  due  to  lack  of  observer  coverage  in  non-daylight  hours.  The 
species  is  largely  resident,  with  most  movements  in  Britain  less  than  10  km 
(Cramp  198?),  but  the  few  individuals  that  occurred  away  from  known 
breeding  localities  probably  concerned  young  birds.  Roosting  birds  were 
mainly  found  in  ivy-covered  deciduous  trees  or  in  mature  holly  at  least  15 
metres  tall,  but  they  were  also  found  in  any  thick  leafy  tree  or  bush  - 
including  laurel  at  Havering  during  the  1982/83  winter.  At  one  locality  one 
bird  roosted  in  dense  sallow  and  hawthorn  within  50  metres  of  three 
Long-eared  Owls.  Some  are  found  in  well-wooded  large  gardens  and  some  of 
the  more  secluded  Inner  London  squares,  but  it  is  largely  absent  even  in 
winter  from  the  Thames-side  areas  or  Essex  and  Kent  where  lack  of  suitable 
habitat  may  be  a  limiting  factor.  Food  shows  some  variation  during  the 
winter.  At  Hainault  for  example,  pellet  remains  of  two  roosting  Tawny  Owls 
in  both  the  1984/85  and  1985/86  winters  showed  a  change  in  diet  from  small 
mammals  (particularly  mice  and  bank  voles)  in  November  to  invertebrates, 
particularly  beetles,  by  early  March.  Pairs  remain  together  throughout  the 
year,  and  breeding  often  starts  early  in  the  year  in  late  February  or  early 
March.  In  the  London  Area,  birds  were  often  located  in  a  pair  roost,  which 
was  occupied  from  early  November  until  March  or  April  the  following  year. 
The  two  birds  at  Hainault  occupied  the  same  branch  of  the  holly  tree  from 
early  November  until  late  February  each  year,  but  only  one  would  remain  by 
late  March  or  early  April,  when  the  other  bird  would  presumably  be 
breeding. 


Long-eared  Owl 

A  rather  secretive  species  which  nowadays  in  London  is  usually  seen  at 
traditional  winter  roosts.  The  London  Breeding  Atlas  indicated  that  one  or 


Fig.  1.  Regular 
roosts  of  Long-eared 
Owl,  1981/82  to  1983/ 
84  winters.  All  dots 
have  been  moved 
slightly  for  security 
reasons. 
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two  pairs  probably  bred  on  the  fringes  of  our  Area,  although  there  has  been 
no  recent  evidence  of  this;  for  many  years  it  has  been  known  as  a  scarce 
winter  visitor  rather  than  a  winter  resident.  Since  the  mid-1970s  it  has 
undergone  a  similar  change  to  that  of  the  Short-eared  Owl,  and  is  now  fairly 
regular  at  a  few  established  roosts,  mainly  in  the  east  of  the  London  Area. 

SURVEY  RESULTS 

As  with  the  Short-eared  Owl,  data  were  extracted  from  the  London  Bird 
Reports  for  the  three  winters  1981/82  to  1983/84  and  combined  with  survey 
results  to  produce  Fig.  1.  Established  roosts  were  those  occupied  on  a  regular 
basis  during  the  winter,  although  there  was  probably  some  interchange 
between  neighbouring  sites.  For  the  sake  of  security,  exact  positioning  of 
dots  has  not  been  made.  All  of  the  main  winter  roosts  were  in  two  counties, 
Essex  and  Kent.  Most  of  these  were  along  the  Lower  Thames  or  its 
tributaries,  the  Rom  or  the  Ingreboume.  The  roost  at  Dartford  Marsh  is  one 
of  long  standing  and  has  probably  led  to  other  roosts  becoming  established 
further  upriver  in  Kent.  Away  from  the  Thames  marshes,  small  roosts  occur 
in  the  Lea  Valley,  but  may  not  be  occupied  regularly  when  wintering 
numbers  are  low.  Elsewhere  in  the  London  Area  occasional  Long-eared 
Owls  are  reported  -  most  often  in  passage  periods  -  but  no  established  winter 
roost  was  reported.  Since  the  survey,  however,  one  roost  of  up  to  five  birds 
has  been  located  at  one  site  in  the  west  of  the  London  Area. 

DISCUSSION 

Until  the  mid-1970s  very  few  Long-eared  Owls  were  recorded  in  the  London 
Area,  and  of  those  that  were  found,  most  were  resident  birds.  During  the 
London  Breeding  Atlas,  single  pairs  bred  in  the  north  of  the  Area,  and  there 
was  an  unsuccessful  nest  on  Dartford  Marsh  in  1973  (Montier  1977).  It  was 
from  this  time  onwards  that  regular  winter  roosts  became  established  in  the 
latter  area.  A  large  influx  occurred  in  the  1975/76  winter  in  Essex  (Cox  1984), 
but  relatively  few  were  seen  in  London  at  this  time.  The  marked  influx  late  in 
1978  resulted  in  at  least  23  birds  subsequently  wintering  which  were  probably 
birds  of  Continental  origin.  During  the  main  influxes,  most  of  the  high  roost 
counts  are  made  from  early  December  onwards,  usually  after  the  turn  of  the 
year,  and  are  often  the  result  of  severe  weather  (in  1979  and  1981/82  for 
example).  Since  1979  numbers  have  fluctuated,  but  regular  roosts  have 
become  established  on  an  almost  annual  basis  at  about  three  sites  in  Essex 
and  Kent. 

Most  of  the  Essex  roosts  have  been  in  dense  hawthorn  or  willow  thickets, 
usually  over  water.  The  birds  roost  low  down  in  the  bushes  at  about  one 
metre  above  the  water  level,  and  are  often  faithful  to  particular  perches.  It  is 
possible  that  these  ‘over-water’  sites  offer  greater  protection  since  the  birds 
will  often  desert  the  area  once  the  water  completely  freezes  over.  At  one  of 
the  south  Essex  sites  in  1981/82  up  to  six  birds  occupied  a  small  thicket  of 
three  hawthorns  over  a  small  pool  at  the  edge  of  a  field.  The  first  birds 
appeared  in  mid-December,  and  built  to  the  maximum  of  six  by  the  end  of 
the  third  week.  Although  the  weather  was  cold  with  snow  and  ice,  the  birds 
remained  at  the  roost  until  early  in  1982  when  the  pool  became  completely 
frozen.  The  birds  had  completely  disappeared  by  the  end  of  the  first  week  of 
January  and  did  not  return  for  the  rest  of  the  winter  -  although  they  were 
probably  using  a  roost  nearby.  Most  of  the  outer  Essex  roosts  nave  been  in 
dense  blackthorn  thickets  or  hedgerows,  even  close  to  built-up  areas  (Cox 
1984). 

Disturbance  has  been  a  problem  at  several  roosts,  either  from  habitat  loss 
or  careless  and  thoughtless  actions.  Some  of  this  disturbance  has  been  by 
birdwatchers,  and  can  cause  the  birds  to  desert  sites  even  on  a  temporary 


WINTERING  BIRDS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA 


145 


basis.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  competition  between  the  various  species  of 
owls.  Tawny  and  Long-eared  Owls  even  sharing  the  same  general  habitat  in 
some  cases.  However  it  would  appear  that  one  or  other  of  the  ‘eared  owls’  is 
usually  dominant  in  a  given  area.  At  Hartford  and  one  of  the  Essex  sites  for 
example,  the  Long-eared  is  the  main  species,  outnumbering  the  Short-eared 
by  at  least  four  to  one.  Before  the  establishment  of  the  regular  Long-eared 
roost  at  Dartford,  more  Short-eared  Owls  occurred  in  the  area,  now  most  of 
these  occupy  similar  habitats  on  the  north  bank  of  the  River  Thames  at 
Rainham.  Here  the  Long-eared  Owl  is  only  rarely  recorded  (Dennis  1982), 
and  the  Short-eared  is  the  most  numerous  owl. 


Table  3.  Number  of  Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls  wintering  in  London 


each  year  since  1959. 

Winter  Long-eared  Owl 

Short-eared 

1959/60 

0 

2 

1960/61 

0 

3 

1961/62 

1 

1 

1962/63 

0 

2 

1963/64 

0 

1 

1964/65 

0 

1 

1965/66 

0 

0 

1966/67 

0 

1 

1967/68 

1 

0 

1968/69 

0 

1 

1969/70 

1 

2 

1970/71 

0 

20 

1971/72 

0 

2 

1972/73 

5 

3 

1973/74 

2 

5 

1974/75 

2 

10 

1975/76 

4 

5 

1976/77 

1 

4 

1977/78 

0 

9 

1978/79 

23 

90+ 

1979/80 

10 

10 

1980/81 

7 

9 

1981/82 

13 

22 

1982/83 

2 

45 

1983/84 

9 

9 

1984/85 

10 

18 

The  totals  for  both  should  be  regarded  as  minima  and  only  include  regular 
wintering  birds  present  for  at  least  two  months  at  any  one  locality. 

Short-eared  Owl 

This  species  fluctuates  in  number  from  winter  to  winter,  but  numbers  have 
been  higher  during  the  present  decade  than  at  any  time  during  this  century. 
Normally  the  first  birds  appear  at  the  end  of  September  or  early  October,  and 
there  is  often  a  conspicuous  passage  in  late  October  and  November,  when 
large  concentrations  have  been  located  (see  Fig.  2).  Wintering  birds  are 
widely  scattered,  and  may  be  moved  on  by  severe  weather  or  a  shortage  of 
food.  A  second  passage  period  occurs  in  late  March  and  April,  with  the  last 
birds  lingering  until  May.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  species  has  bred  in  the 
London  Area  in  recent  years,  but  occasional  birds  have  been  seen  in  summer 
(e.g.  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  1969),  and  the  species  does  breed  as  near  as  the 
north  Kent  Marshes  and  the  Foulness  area. 
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■■1949-84 

Fig.  2.  Histogram  including  all  records  of  Short-eared  Owl  from  1949-84  in  the  London 
Area.  Passage  peaks  in  late  March  and  early  April  and  again  in  October  and  early 
November.  The  second,  very  late,  autumn  peak  in  early  December  reflects  birds 
arriving  in  strength  in  the  west  of  the  London  Area  -  about  a  month  later  than  in  the 
east.  Tne  few  late  summer  records  were  mainly  before  1975. 


SURVEY  RESULTS 

This  is  a  conspicuous  species,  being  readily  observed  hunting  just  before 
dusk  in  areas  where  it  occurs.  A  far  more  detailed  coverage  of  this  species 
was  obtained  during  the  survey,  than  with  the  other  species  of  owls.  For  the 


Fig.  3.  Short-eared 
Owl,  wintering  birds 
1981/82  winter.  Not¬ 
able  concentrations 
were  found  at  Ber¬ 
wick  Ponds  in  Essex. 
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Fig.  4.  Short-eared 
Owl,  wintering  birds 
1982/83  winter.  A 
marked  influx,  main¬ 
ly  keeping  to  the 
main  river  valleys. 
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Fig.  5.  Short-eared 
Owl,  wintering  birds 
1983/84  winter.  Very 
few  recorded  at  a  few 
scattered  regular 
locations. 
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three  winters,  information  from  the  winter  atlas  survey,  and  additional 
records  extracted  from  the  London  Bird  Report ,  were  used  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  distribution  maps  -  Figs  3,  4  and  5.  It  will  be  seen  that  numbers  and 
distribution  varied  from  winter  to  winter,  with  very  few  present  in  the 
1983/84  winter  when  rather  mild  conditions  prevailed.  Notable  concentra¬ 
tions  occurred  in  the  Lea  Valley,  on  the  Thames-side  marshes  and 
hinterland,  particularly  north  of  the  River  Thames,  and  in  southwest 
London.  Roosts  of  over  ten  birds  were  established  in  two  of  the  winters  at 
two  sites  in  Essex  -  Rainham  Marsh  and  Berwick  Ponds  -  but  there  was  some 
degree  of  interchange  between  these  neighbouring  sites.  The  birds  usually 
appear  in  the  east  of  the  London  Area  in  late  September  or  early  October, 
with  a  westerly  movement  apparent  in  November  reaching  west  London 
localities  in  early  December.  Numbers  tended  to  peak  in  December,  with  a 
slight  decline  during  January.  The  majority  of  sites  held  one  or  two  birds, 
usually  for  much  of  the  winter  period,  but  there  was  some  local  wandering  by 
some  individuals,  -  in  the  Staines  area  and  in  the  Lea  Valley  for  example. 
The  data  from  the  three  winters  clearly  demonstrated  the  importance  of  the 
main  river  valleys  to  the  owls,  with  very  few  records  away  from  these  areas, 
the  exception  being  in  Surrey.  It  is  far  more  widespread  during  passage 
periods,  when  it  has  even  been  recorded  in  Inner  London. 


DISCUSSION 

During  the  past  40  years  the  status  of  the  Short-eared  Owl  in  the  London 
Area  has  undergone  a  subtle  change  from  a  scarce  passage  migrant  to  a  local 
winter  visitor.  Numbers  of  wintering  birds  have  shown  a  slow  but  steady 
increase,  particularly  since  1975,  with  marked  influxes  during  severe  weather 
(See  Table  3).  This  increase  has  probably  been  genuine  and  not  just  due  to 
greater  observer  effort,  as  relatively  few  were  recorded  in  the  hard  winters  of 
1962/63  and  1947.  Even  in  milder  winters  - 1983/4  for  example  -  over  a  dozen 
birds  were  recorded  in  five  regular  sites.  Wintering  birds  occurred  in  most 
winters  in  the  1950s  when  the  Beddington  area  ana  Thames-side  regions  of 
Kent  were  the  favoured  localities.  A  large  influx  occurred  in  1958  when 
wintering  birds  were  found  in  some  numbers  at  both  these  localities. 
Beddington  became  a  near  regular  site  for  Short-eared  Owls  until  the  1970s 
when  the  Thames-side  marshes  to  the  east  of  London  took  over.  However 
numbers  elsewhere  were  generally  small,  and  usually  concerned  passage 
birds;  the  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (Homes  1964)  indicated  that  it  was 
mainly  encountered  on  passage.  During  the  early  1960s  very  few  were  seen, 
and  it  reverted  to  its  scarce  passage  migrant  status.  In  some  years  none 
wintered,  and  in  1965  no  birds  were  recorded  at  all.  First  indications  of  a 
change  in  status  came  in  1970  when  there  was  an  influx  of  at  least  20  birds;  in 
the  13  winters  since  then,  double  figure  influxes  have  occurred  in  six  winters. 
At  least  90  wintered  after  a  near  invasion  in  late  1978,  which  preceded  the 
first  of  a  series  of  hard  winters  that  have  been  a  feature  of  the  early  1980s. 
Wintering  numbers  have  remained  high  since,  and  are  probably  higher  than 
at  any  time  since  the  early  years  of  this  century. 
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HABITAT  AND  BEHAVIOUR 

Most  of  the  wintering  Short-eared  Owls  in  the  London  Area  prefer  open 
areas  with  fairly  short  vegetation,  under  two  metres  in  height.  Areas  of 
rather  uniform  habitat  are  also  avoided,  hunting  birds  preferring  a  mixture  of 
taller  plants  -  reed  or  sea  aster  for  example  -  interspersed  with  short  grasses 
or  bare  earth.  Roosting  sites  are  often  in  slight  hollows,  especially  those 
fringed  with  taller  vegetation  and  with  slight  banks,  or  posts,  for  vantage 
points  when  the  birds  emerge  from  roost.  They  are  usually  active  about  an 
nour  before  dusk  and  an  hour  after  dawn,  but  during  short  daylight  hours  in 
mid-winter  they  may  be  seen  at  any  time  of  day.  Wind  strength  appears  to  be 
a  factor  in  limiting  hunting  activity,  with  birds  reluctant  to  fly  in  wind  speeds 
of  over  20  mph.  In  areas  of  high  concentration  disturbance  by  Carrion  Crows 
can  be  a  problem,  most  birds  tending  to  fly  high  to  avoid  direct  confronta¬ 
tion.  Little  direct  competition  has  been  observed  with  other  raptors  -  e.g. 
Hen  Harrier  and  Kestrel  -  but  does  take  place  when  numbers  of  both  owls 
and  raptors  are  high.  A  number  of  pellet  analyses  have  been  undertaken,  the 
food  prey  either  consisting  of  short-tailed  field  voles  -  as  at  Rainham,  or 
voles  and  birds  -  in  the  Lea  Valley.  The  results  of  pellet  analysis  from 
Short-eared  Owls  at  Rainham  in  the  1985/6  winter  is  shown  in  Tables  4  and  5. 
Here  the  main  diet  in  late  winter  consisted  predominantly  of  short-tailed 
field  voles,  but  some  owls  did  develop  a  taste  for  shrews,  birds  and  beetles 
and  by  late  March  some  harvest  mice  were  also  being  caught. 


Table  4.  Analysis  of  Short-eared  Owl  pellets,  Rainham  Marsh,  early  March 


1986. 

Pellets 

short-tailed 

common 

pigmy 

birds 

beetles 

Number 

23 

field  vole 
21 

shrew 

2 

shrew 

3 

2 

3 

%  of  total  animal  remains 

100 

67.7 

6.4 

9.7 

6.4 

9.7 

The  shrew  remains  were  found  in  two  pellets,  and  probably  came  from  just  one 
individual  owl.  One  bird  could  not  be  identified  -  probably  a  small  passerine  -  the 
other  was  a  pipit  probably  Meadow  Pipit.  Short-tailed  field  voles  were  found  in  91  %  of 
the  pellets. 


Table  5.  Analysis  of  Short-eared  Owl  pellets,  Rainham  Marsh,  late  March/ 
early  April  1986. 


Pellets 

short-tailed 

common 

harvest 

beetles 

field  vole 

shrew 

mouse 

Number  24 

30 

1 

2 

1 

%  of  total  animal  remains  100 

88.3 

2.9 

5.8 

2.9 

Harvest  mice  remains  were  found  in  two  pellets  and  probably  came  from  one  owl. 

Short-tailed  field  vole  remains  were  found  in  94%  of  the  pellets. 
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The  Summer  Wildfowl 
Survey,  1985 

P.  J.  Oliver 

As  part  of  the  Wildfowl  Trust’s  summer  wildfowl  survey,  counts  were  made 
in  tne  London  Area  in  the  period  from  July  13th  to  Aug.  31st  1985.  This  short 
paper  presents  the  results.  Observers  were  asked  simply  to  count  the  number 
of  wildfowl,  including  Coots  and  grebes,  present  on  one  or  more  dates  during 
the  period.  They  were  also  asked  to  note  whether  the  species  seen  were 
known  to  have  bred  on  the  waters  counted  and  if  any  of  the  birds  were 
moulting. 

A  summary  by  sector  of  the  numbers  of  the  most  numerous  species 
counted  is  given  in  Table  1 .  When  more  than  one  count  was  made  at  a  locality 
the  mean  has  been  used.  The  totals  of  the  scarcer  species  counted  are  given  in 
Table  2,  while  details  for  waters  holding  more  than  500  wildfowl  appear  in 
Table  3.  Coverage  achieved  was  only  moderate  with  counts  from  40  localities 
being  received;  no  counts  were  received  from  the  Bucks  sector.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  the  data  provide  some  indication  of  minimum  summer  wildfowl 
populations  and  in  the  case  of  Mallard  it  is  the  first  such  quantitative  data  for 
that  season  to  become  available  for  the  London  Area.  It  also  provides  the 
basis  for  a  comparison  between  the  summer  and  winter  wildfowl  popula¬ 
tions.  Where  regular  winter  wildfowl  counts  are  available  for  1984-85  from 
waters  covered  in  the  summer  survey,  the  summer  counts  have  been 
expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  mean  of  the  November  1984  to  February 
1985  counts.  The  results  are  displayed  in  Fig.  1.  In  the  species  accounts  that 
follow,  comments  are  given  on  the  summer  survey  and  then,  where 
applicable,  on  the  comparison  with  the  1984-85  winter  counts. 


Table  1.  Counts  of  most  abundant  waterfowl  in  the  London  Area,  July  13th  to  Aug.  31st 
1985. 


E 

H 

M 

IL 

K 

S 

Total 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

93 

37 

95 

6 

13 

38 

282 

Mute  Swan 

22 

46 

19 

3 

6 

29 

125 

Greylag  Goose 

3 

5 

1 

63 

— 

26 

98 

Canada  Goose 

320 

95 

615 

412 

28 

339 

1,809 

Mallard 

594 

61 

637 

319 

132 

682 

2,425 

Shoveler 

144 

10 

11 

— 

— 

1 

166 

Pochard 

80 

20 

84 

31 

2 

7 

224 

Tufted  Duck 

2,024 

66 

1,200 

90 

86 

620 

4,092 

Coot 

350 

286 

815 

186 

101 

411 

2,149 

Total  counted 

3,630 

626 

3,477 

1,110 

368 

2,159 

11,370 

Sites  counted 

3 

6 

7 

3 

6 

15 

40 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

The  282  counted  were  clearly  not  representative  of  the  normal  summer 
population.  In  the  last  full  survey  in  19/5  a  total  of  about  800  was  counted  at 
81  sites  including  nearly  300  in  non-breeding  flocks  (Oliver  1975).  The 
summer  counts  represented  about  80%  of  the  comparable  previous  winter’s 
counts,  implying  that  the  wintering  (and  no  doubt  autumn!  population 
includes  birds  that  have  bred  or  summered  outside  the  London  Area. 
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Fig.  1.  Counts  in  the  London  Area  between  July  13th  and  Aug.  31st  1985,  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  the  mean  mid-winter  counts,  1984-85. 


Mute  Swan 

A  total  of  125  counted  in  the  survey  is,  in  absolute  terms,  a  reasonably  high 
number  by  comparison  with  recent  data.  The  maximum  number  of  breeding 
pairs  recorded  m  the  past  five  years  has  not  exceeded  70  ( LBRs )  and  the 
maximum  winter  wildfowl  count  over  the  same  period  was  157  (in  1984/85). 
Both  the  summer  count  and  the  1984/85  winter  maximum  imply  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  recovery  from  the  nadir  of  the  late  1970s  (Oliver  1982). 
Comparison  of  the  counts  at  the  two  seasons  (Fig.  1)  suggests  there  may  be  an 
influx  into  the  London  Area  in  winter. 

Greylag  Goose 

Almost  all  were  counted  at  St.  James’s  Park.  A  very  few  of  these  birds  are 
pinioned  but  the  great  majority  are  free-flying  and  represent  an  apparently 
well  established  breeding  population.  On  the  evidence  of  the  comparison 
between  the  summer  and  winter  counts  (Fig.  1)  there  may  be  some 
post-breeding  season  dispersion  from  the  park. 

Canada  Goose 

The  counts  clearly  represent,  at  the  most,  just  over  half  of  the  likely  summer 
population,  based  on  the  figures  given  by  Baker  (1985),  and  they  add  nothing 
to  the  information  already  available  in  her  paper. 

Mallard 

With  a  survey  based  on  only  40  waters,  the  total  of  nearly  1,500  Mallard 
clearly  cannot  represent  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  summer  population 
especially  as  Montier  (1977)  recorded  it  in  570  tetrads,  or  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  total  London  Area.  It  nevertheless  represents  a  base  figure 
not  previously  available,  but  there  is  no  other  data  from  which  any 
reasonable  estimate  of  the  total  London  Area  summer  population  can  be 
deduced.  In  addition  to  those  included  in  Table  3  counts  of  150  or  more  were 
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received  from:  Hampstead  and  Highgate  Ponds  - 152,  Gatton  Lake  - 150  and 
Richmond  Park  - 157.  The  observer  at  Gatton  Lake  noted  that  subsequent  to 
his  count,  no  less  than  1,200  hand-reared  Mallard  were  released  onto  the 
lake.  Probably  all  the  concentrations  counted  contained  moulting  birds  but 
this  was  only  recorded  from  St.  James’s  Park  (a  regular  moulting  area  for  this 
species  -  (vers .  obs.),  Hampstead  and  Highgate  Pond  and  Staines  Res. 
(where  116  Mallard  were  counted). 

A  comparison  with  the  winter  counts  (Fig.  1)  suggests  a  reasonably  stable 
population  during  the  year.  Waters  covered  in  this  survey  but  not  in  the 
winter  held  about  500  birds  suggesting  that  at  least  that  number  can  be  added 
to  the  normal  winter  counts,  together  with  probably  1,000  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  River  Thames  in  our  Area  but  not  covered  in  the  regular 
counts  ( LBR  40). 

Shoveler 

Virtually  all  the  Shovelers  counted  were  at  Walthamstow  and  Wm.  Girling 
Reservoirs  and  no  particular  comment  is  called  for. 

Pochard 

Very  few  Pochards  were  counted  and,  in  contrast  to  Tufted  Ducks,  no 
obvious  moulting  flocks  were  discovered.  This  species  is  a  much  less  common 
breeding  species  in  the  London  Area  than  is  the  Tufted  Duck  and  with  only 
17%  of  the  winter  numbers  present  on  waters  where  both  winter  and  summer 
counts  are  available,  it  is  clear  that  the  winter  population  must  be  drawn  from 
outside  the  London  Area,  presumably  from  the  Continent  and  possibly 
eastern  England. 

Tufted  Duck 

The  survey  confirmed  again  that  currently  more  Tufted  Ducks  are  present  in 
the  London  Area  in  late  summer  than  in  the  winter.  The  major  concentra¬ 
tions  were  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  west  Middlesex  (see  Table  3).  These  counts 
were  made  in  the  first  half  of  August,  the  time  of  the  peak  moult  gatherings  in 
the  London  Area  (Oliver  1980)  but  the  count  at  Walton  Res.  (S)  was  made 
on  July  21st  before  the  birds  were  flightless  and  before  the  peak  moulting 
numbers  normally  occur.  The  contrast  between  the  summer  survey  numbers 
and  the  winter  counts  is  even  more  marked  if  the  figures  for  St.  James’s  Park 
are  excluded.  This  locality  holds  one  of  the  largest  breeding  populations  in 
the  London  Area  (Oliver  1985)  but  very  few  remain  to  moult  there  (pers. 
obs.).  Ignoring  this  locality  the  summer  count  was  equivalent  to  137%  of  the 
corresponding  winter  figure. 

Coot 

As  with  the  Mallard,  little  information  is  available  about  the  summer 
population  of  Coots.  Homes  et  al.  (1960)  found  419  pairs  at  160  sites  and 
Montier  (1977)  recorded  breeding  in  326  tetrads.  Recent  counts  published  in 
the  LBR  have  been  346  pairs  in  the  Essex  and  Hertfordshire  sectors  in  1982, 
which  is  of  the  same  order  of  magnitude  as  the  numbers  counted  in  the 
present  survey  and  90  pairs  in  the  Surrey  sector  in  1983,  which  is  well  below 
the  numbers  counted  in  1985.  With  only  40  sites  counted  in  the  survey, 
however,  it  is  clear  that  the  total  summer  population  in  the  London  Area 
must  be  well  in  excess  of  the  2,149  counted,  but  as  with  the  Mallard,  it  is 
impossible  to  deduce  any  kind  of  reliable  estimate  of  the  true  total.  With  the 
exception  of  Inner  London  many  fewer  Coots  were  counted  in  the  summer 
survey  than  were  present  in  the  1984-85  winter.  Applying  the  percentage  of 
summer  to  winter  counts  to  the  total  counted  in  the  present  survey  implies  a 
winter  population  of  about  4,000.  This  compares  with  the  aggregate  of  4,670 
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of  the  peak  winter  counts  for  each  sector  given  in  the  LBR  for  1984.  Since 
coverage  for  both  summer  and  winter  counts  was  very  incomplete,  the  winter 
population  is  likely  to  be  considerably  in  excess  of  5,000. 

Other  species 

These  mostly  call  for  little  or  no  comment.  Gadwall  were  recorded  breeding 
at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  Most  of  the  Teal  were  at  three  reservoirs,  at  none  of 
which  were  they  known  to  have  bred.  Ruddy  Ducks  were  found  in  the  Colne 
Valley  and  at  St.  James’s  Park  at  both  of  which  sites  they  bred.  The  latter  are 
introduced  stock  but  in  1984  they  independently  hatched  (though  probably 
did  not  successfully  rear)  at  least  one  brood  (pers .  obs.). 


Table  2.  Counts  of  less  abundant  waterfowl  in  the  London  Area,  July  13th  to  Aug.  31st 
1985. 


Number  counted 


Sites 


Little  Grebe 

18 

10 

Black-necked  Grebe 

2 

1 

Shelduck 

18 

3 

Mandarin 

1 

1 

Carolina  Duck 

1 

1 

Wigeon 

1 

1 

Gadwall 

9 

2 

Teal 

17 

4 

Pintail 

2 

1 

Gareaney 

1 

1 

Goldeneye 

4 

2 

Ruddy  Duck 

11 

2 

Not  surprisingly,  given  the  absence  of  significant  marshland  in  the  London 
Area,  most  of  tne  important  sites  listed  in  Table  3  are  reservoirs,  once  again 
emphasising  the  importance  of  that  habitat  and  thus  the  potential  vulnerabil¬ 
ity  of  wildfowl  in  our  Area  to  disturbance  from  recreational  activities  such  as 
sailing.  The  large  numbers  at  the  reservoirs  were  accounted  for  principally  by 
moulting  Tufted  Ducks.  These  were  also  important  at  Shepperton  G.P. 
where  tnere  were  also  substantial  numbers  of  Canada  Geese  and  Coots, 
while  St.  James’s  Park  held  appreciable  numbers  of  moulting  Canada  Geese 
and  Mallard.  The  absence  of  waters  holding  more  than  500  in  the  Surrey 
sector  was  probably  an  accident  of  timing;  had  Walton  Res.  been  counted  in 
August,  they  too  would  almost  certainly  have  received  a  substantial  flock  of 
moulting  Tufted  Ducks. 


Table  3.  Counts  at  waters  in  the  London  Area  holding  over  500  waterbirds,  July  13th  to 
Aug.  31st  1985. 


-  Essex  — 

MU 

idx 

Inner  London 

Walthamstow 

Res. 

Wm.  Girting 
Res. 

King  George 

V  Res. 

King  George 
VI  Res. 

Shepperton 

St.  James’s 
Park 

Great  Crested 

Grebe 

38 

15 

40 

11 

47 

2 

Mute  Swan 

22 

— 

— 

— 

13 

— 

Greylag  Goose 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

63 

Canada  Goose 

320 

— 

— 

— 

492 

133 

Mallard 

110 

454 

30 

106 

92 

156 

Sboveler 

22 

122 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pochard 

80 

— 

— 

2 

30 

18 

Tufted  Duck 

850 

410 

764 

401 

276 

49 

Coot 

300 

28 

22 

75 

454 

142 

Other  species 

2 

26 

2 

— 

6 

4 

Total 

1,747 

1,055 

858 

595 

1,410 

567 
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Firm  conclusions  from  an  incomplete  survey  such  as  this  cannot  be  drawn. 
Nevertheless,  it  emphasises  the  importance  of  the  London  Area  for  wildfowl 
outside  the  winter  season,  which  has  perhaps  traditionally  been  regarded  as 
the  only  time  when  significant  numbers  of  water  birds  are  present.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  total  of  ducks,  geese,  grebes  ana  Coots  present  in 
summer  in  the  London  Area  exceeds  by  a  very  substantial  margin  the  11,500 
actually  counted  in  1985.  A  comparable  winter  figure  based  on  the  1984-85 
wildfowl  counts  and  including  Great  Crested  Grebes,  Greylag  and  Canada 
Geese  and  Coots,  as  reported  in  LBR  49,  could  be  about  21,000. 
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A  Study  of  the  Movements  and  Site 
Fidelity  of  Foreign  Ringed  Black¬ 
headed  Gulls  in  St.  James’s  Park, 
1983-86 

A.  P.  Gosling 


INTRODUCTION 

Regular  monitoring  of  foreign  ringed  Black-headed  Gulls  Larus  ridibundus 
was  carried  out  in  St.  Jameses  Park  from  December  1983  to  May  1986.  This 
species  has  been  ringed  and  controlled  in  the  park  for  some  50  years,  but  this 
has  usually  been  done  in  winter,  when  many  of  the  birds  are  particularly 
tame,  and  are  more  easily  caught.  However,  by  reading  the  rings  with 
binoculars  it  was  not  only  possible  to  check  many  more  birds,  and  check  them 
regularly,  but  records  were  obtained  in  spring  and  summer,  when  catching  by 
hand  is  not  usually  possible. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  winter  some  240,000  Black-headed  Gulls  occupy  the 
roosts  around  London  ( LBR  48:49),  dispersing  daily  to  areas  where  they 
feed  and  rest.  St.  James’s  Park,  where  numbers  usually  range  between  550 
and  650  in  mid-winter,  is  well  known  to  most  of  the  Society’s  members,  the 
most  important  features  from  the  gulls’  viewpoint  being  a  lake  0.7  km  long, 
bordered  by  a  sanctuary  area  of  grass  where  the  many  human  visitors 
distribute  food.  When  the  park  was  closed  to  the  public  in  World  War  II  this 
species  abandoned  it  three  days  later  (Bartlett  1948). 

63  foreign  ringed  birds  were  identified,  of  which  26  made  only  a  brief 
appearance,  mainly  at  times  of  passage.  The  frequent  monitoring  of  those 
that  stayed  made  possible  reasonably  accurate  records  of  the  periods  during 
which  these  birds  used  the  park,  and  showed  the  extent  to  which  individual 
birds  returned  to  the  same  place  in  successive  years  from  their  breeding  areas 
abroad. 

METHODS 

The  park  was  visited  about  four  days  per  week.  Regular  visits  were  made 
each  Saturday  and  Sunday,  with  additional  visits  during  the  week  whenever 
possible.  At  times  daily  visits  were  made  for  a  week  or  more  to  check  whether 
those  birds  which  had  adopted  the  park  as  a  feeding  site  used  it  consistently 
day  after  day.  Other  localities  were  visited  to  discover  alternative  feeding 
places  used  by  the  birds  identified  in  St.  James’s  Park.  On  each  visit  the  flocks 
of  Black-headed  Gulls  were  'examined  for  foreign  rings,  which  were  then 
read  with  8  x  30  binoculars. 

The  birds  with  British  rings  were  too  numerous  to  be  regularly  recorded,  as 
much  ringing  of  this  species  is  carried  out  in  Central  London.  Records  were 
taken,  however,  of  those  seen  in  spring  and  summer,  together  with  a  small 
proportion  of  those  present  in  autumn  and  winter,  and  where  the  informa¬ 
tion  obtained  is  relevant  to  the  matters  discussed  it  is  duly  mentioned. 

The  statement  that  when  a  ring  was  identified  as  foreign  it  was  then  read, 
is,  unfortunately,  a  generalisation.  It  takes  time  to  read  a  ring  with  certainty, 
and  if  the  bird  flew  off  before  the  details  were  clearly  seen  it  remained 
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unrecorded,  unless  it  was  successfully  identified  on  another  occasion.  Nor, 
obviously,  could  a  ring  be  read  if  the  bird  was  resting  on  the  lake,  or  some 
inaccessible  place.  To  counteract  this,  whenever  possible  two  or  three  tours 
of  the  park  were  made  at  each  visit,  at  different  times  of  the  day. 

The  degree  to  which  the  records  are  comprehensive  varies  with  the  group 
of  birds  under  consideration.  It  was  found  that  the  birds  could  be  divided  into 
three  groups  (see  Table  1),  namely,  winterers  which  were  seen  regularly  from 
the  time  of  their  arrival  until  the  end  of  the  winter;  temporary  visitors  which 
used  the  park  equally  regularly  for  a  month  or  two,  and  then  moved 
elsewhere;  and  transients  which  were  seen  for  less  than  a  week.  Many 
transients  visit  the  park  on  one  day  only,  others  just  for  three  or  four  days. 
Consequently  they  are  easily  missed,  and  the  birds  listed  under  this  heading 
represent  only  a  small  proportion  of  this  group.  The  lists  of  winterers  and 
temporary  visitors,  however,  are  considered  to  be  reasonably  complete,  for 
once  a  bird  has  settled  to  a  particular  feeding  place  it  uses  it  frequently,  often 
daily,  and  it  would  have  been  exceptional  for  one  to  have  used  the  park  for  a 
month  or  more  without  being  regularly  observed. 

No  differences  were  noted  in  the  movements  or  site  fidelity  between 
second  year  birds  and  adults,  and,  therefore,  for  the  purposes  of  this  paper 
references  to  adults  include  birds  in  their  second  year. 

RESULTS  AND  DISCUSSION 

Arrival  dates 

Although  recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year,  the  Black-headed  Gulls  which 
visit  St.  James’s  Park  are  predominantly  winter  visitors  from  breeding 
colonies  in  Continental  countries  bordering  the  Baltic  and  North  Sea 
(Christmas  etal.  1986),  but  the  first  arrivals  appeared  surprisingly  early.  Our 
visitors  from  the  Fenno-Scandian  and  Baltic  colonies  are  normally  expected 
to  arrive  in  Britain  from  late  July  onwards,  with  the  main  influx  from 
mid-September  to  late  October  (Cramp  &  Simmons  1983),  but  the  first 
arrivals  for  the  1984/85  winter  were  seen  on  July  1st,  and  on  July  7th  120  were 
present,  a  sizeable  number  for  so  early  a  date  when  compared  with  a 
mid-winter  peak  of  600  to  650.  Three  of  the  foreign  ringed  birds  seen  the 
previous  winter  had  already  returned  by  July  11th.  In  1985  the  early  and 
rapid  build-up  of  numbers  was  repeated,  with  the  first  arrivals  on  July  4th, 
and  160  by  July  13th  (see  Table  2). 

St.  James’s  Park  is  exceptional  in  as  much  as  a  high  proportion  of  its  winter 
numbers  are  to  be  seen  in  July  and  August,  whereas  at  other  Central  London 
parks,  which  have  large  flocks  in  autumn  and  winter,  the  birds  are  either 
absent  or  few  in  number.  This  is  probably  because  at  St.  James’s  the  birds  are 
freer  from  disturbance  at  this  time.  There  is  no  boating  on  the  lake,  and  it  is 
almost  completely  bordered  by  the  sanctuary  area  of  grass.  This  is  separated 
from  the  lake  path  by  a  railing  about  one  metre  high,  which  does  not  hinder 
people  feeding  the  birds,  but  allows  the  gulls  to  preen  and  rest  in  relative 
safety  at  the  edge  of  the  lake  when  not  seeking  food.  In  1984 11  (42%)  of  the 
26  winterers  and  temporary  visitors  arrived  in  July  or  August,  and  in  1985 13 
(50%)  of  the  26  recorded  arrived  in  these  two  months.  These  high 
percentages  are  not  representative  of  Central  London  as  a  whole,  but  result 
from  early  arrivals  using  St.  James’s  Park  in  preference  to  other  sites  in  the 
area,  where  the  birds  were  few,  or  absent,  in  July,  and  significant  numbers 
did  not  appear  before  August. 

There  was  no  main  influx  from  mid-September  to  late  October;  on  the 
contrary,  this  was  the  period  when  new  arrivals  were  least  frequent.  After  the 
high  proportion  in  July  and  August  there  were  few  new  arrivals  until 
November.  These  later  birds  may  nave  been  in  the  London  Area  for  some 
while,  using  a  different  day-time  site,  but  there  was  no  evidence  that  this  was 
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so.  The  autumn  migration  is  usually  regarded  as  a  continuous  journey  from 
breeding  areas  to  winter  quarters,  with  only  short  stops  of  a  day  or  two  to 
feed  and  rest.  Since  the  breeding  colonies  are  normily  abandoned  when 
nesting  is  completed,  usually  between  the  end  of  August  and  mid- 
September,  late  arrival  here  is  therefore  usually  attributed  to  post-fledging/ 

E>st-breeding  dispersal  before  starting  the  journey  to  winter  quarters.  Data 
ndly  supplied  oy  correspondents  on  the  Continent  suggest  that  this 
dispersal  is  not  necessarily  a  random  movement  of  short  duration,  and  that 
some  Black-headed  Gulls  may  regularly  migrate  in  two  stages,  staying  from 
one  to  five  months  at  an  intermechate  location,  before  flying  on  to  their  final 
destination. 

Although  some  birds  that  have  bred  successfully  may  arrive  at  the  end  of 
July  or  in  August,  most  of  those  that  did  so  will  have  been  non-breeders  or 
failed  breeders,  as  those  that  arrived  still  earlier  certainly  were.  The  age 
analysis  below  indicates  that  those  arriving  in  July  and  August  were  mainly 
non-breeders',  the  majority  being  young  birds.  First  breeding  usually  takes 
place  at  two  years,  but  about  one-third  are  thought  not  to  breed  until  three 
years  old  (Patterson  1965). 

Winterers  and  temporary  visitors 


Age  arriving  in  July  and  August 

1984  1985 

2  months  2  — 

1  year  4  3 

2  years  2  5 

3  years  —  2 

7  years  —  1 

unknown  3  (at  least  3,  6,  &  15  yrs)  2  (at  least  7  &  16  yrs) 

IT  13 


In  1984  the  first  juvenile  (unringed)  was  seen  on  July  29th,  but  in  1985  two 
juveniles  (unringed)  were  seen  as  early  as  July  7th,  and  were  perhaps  British 
bred.  Although  an  abundant  British  breeding  species,  British  bred  birds  are 
apparently  not  numerous  in  Central  London.  In  the  1969/70  winter  two 
ringed  as  nestlings  in  The  Swale,  Kent,  and  one  ringed  as  a  nestling  at  Rat 
Island,  Essex,  were  controlled  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  (Widgery 
1970),  and  there  have  been  a  few  other  records  since,  but  of  85  birds  witn 
British  rings  controlled  during  the  present  study  none  had  been  ringed  at  a 
British  breeding  colony.  The  earliest  recorded  ringed  juvenile  was  on  July 
30th,  1985,  from  Lithuania. 
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Arrivals  continued  throughout  each  season,  but  it  is  noticeable  from  Table 
1  that  a  much  smaller  proportion  of  the  birds  arriving  from  December 
onwards  returned  the  following  year,  no  doubt  because  whereas  the  earlier 
arrivals  were  taking  up  their  normal  winter  quarters,  the  later  birds  included 
some  forced  by  severe  weather  to  leave  their  usual  locations. 

Departure 

The  great  majority  of  the  birds  leave  en  masse  about  a  week  before  the  end  of 
March.  One  day  they  are  there  in  seemingly  undiminished  numbers,  and  the 
next  day  only  a  fraction  remain.  Some  birds  leave  earlier,  some  later,  and 
many  transients  are  present  at  this  time,  but  the  sudden  departure  of  the 
majority  remains  a  notable  feature  of  the  annual  cycle. 

Adults  do  not  remain  long  after  the  main  exodus  since  they  depart  early  for 
their  breeding  areas,  and  during  the  study  period  no  adult  bird  was  seen  later 
than  Apr.  13th,  except  for  a  single  bird  in  1986  which  was  seen  alive  until 
Apr.  22nd,  and  found  dead  two  days  later. 

The  movement  of  young  birds  in  spring  is  less  straightforward.  One-year- 
old  birds  do  not  necessarily  complete  the  return  migration  (Cramp  & 
Simmons  19831,  so  the  timing  of  their  departure  is  less  critical.  Nevertheless, 
it  was  found  that  the  main  exodus  included  most  of  the  1st  winter/summer 
birds  that  had  wintered  in  the  park. 

1984.  The  number  of  1st  winter/summer  birds  seen  after  the  main  exodus 
was  exceptionally  high  (see  Table  2),  but  judging  by  the  widely  fluctuating 
numbers,  with  a  significant  ‘low’  immediately  sifter  the  exodus,  those  seen 
that  spring  were  mainly  newcomers,  and  at  times  more  first  year  birds  were 
present  than  were  seen  on  any  date  during  the  winter.  None  of  the  1st 
winter/summer  birds  with  either  a  foreign  or  British  ring,  and  known  to  have 
been  present  during  the  winter,  was  seen  after  Apr.  7th;  the  three  ringed  1st 
winter/summer  birds  recorded  after  that  date  stayed  only  briefly,  and  were 
apparently  passing  through  (Table  1).  Numbers  remained  unusually  high, 
with  250  on  Apr.  29th,  then  gradually  diminished,  although  the  withdrawal 
from  winter  quarters  was  not  completed  until  June  7th,  compared  with  about 
May  21st  in  1985,  and  May  5th  in  1986.  There  was  then  a  gap  from  June  8th  to 
June  30th,  when  a  maximum  of  six  birds  were  present.  The  destination  of 
these  one-year-old  birds,  and  why,  having  left  it  so  late,  they  should  still 
withdraw  from  their  winter  quarters  is  not  clear.  The  Lithuanian  bird  seen  on 
June  2nd  reappeared  on  Aug.  10th,  and  remained  until  Sept.  2nd.  The  other 
Lithuanian  bird,  seen,  apparently  on  passage,  as  a  one-year-old  in  May  1984 
was  recorded  again  the  following  year,  but  in  March,  the  usual  time  for  adult 
passage  movements. 

1985.  Most  1st  winter/summer  birds  again  left  with  the  adults,  but  some 
with  British  rings,  and  known  to  have  been  in  the  park  that  winter,  were  seen 
up  to  Apr.  21st.  The  arrival  of  unusually  large  numbers  of  1st  winter/summer 
birds  which  occurred  the  previous  season  after  the  main  exodus  was  not 
repeated;  numbers  dropped  to  20  by  Apr.  11th,  then  dwindled  further,  so 
that  from  May  24th  to  July  3rd  there  was  again  an  interval  when  this  species 
was  virtually  absent  from  the  park,  with  a  maximum  of  seven  seen  at  any  one 
time. 

1986.  None  of  the  foreign  ringed  birds  recorded  during  the  winter  was  seen 
later  than  Mar.  18th.  A  few  adults  were  seen  with  the  first  year  birds  until 
Apr.  13th,  after  which  one  of  them  remained  until  Apr.  24th,  when  it  was 
found  dead.  The  first  year  birds  that  remained  after  the  main  departure, 
including  seven  that  had  been  ringed  locally  that  winter,  left  gradually,  and 
all  had  gone  bv  May  5th.  As  in  the  two  previous  years,  the  dwindling  number 
of  winter  residents  was  augmented  from  time  to  time  by  the  brief  appearance 
of  flocks  of  newcomers,  and  first  year  birds  with  foreign  rings  were  recorded 
on  single  dates  up  to  Apr.  19th.  No  bird  of  this  species  was  seen  from  May  5th 
to  May  31st,  the  end  of  the  study  period. 
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Spring  and  summer 

At  one  time  it  was  commonly  supposed  that  a  good  many  of  the  Black¬ 
headed  Gulls  visiting  us  from  abroad,  especially  birds  in  their  first  year, 
remained  with  us  in  winter  quarters  throughout  summer  (Witherby  1943). 
Certainly  St.  James’s  Park,  and  similar  localities  where  1st  winter/summer 
birds  are  present  virtually  throughout  the  year,  can  give  this  impression,  but 
it  was  found  that,  apart  from  the  few  exceptions  mentioned  below,  they  did 
not  actually  pass  the  summer  there.  Except  for  one  found  freshly  dead  on 
Apr.  24th  1986,  no  adult  bird  was  seen  later  than  Apr.  13th,  or  before  July 
1st.  One-year-old  birds  were  always  present  well  into  the  spring  -  in  1984  as 
late  as  the  beginning  of  June  -  and  birds  started  to  return  for  the  succeeding 
‘winter’  from  the  beginning  of  July,  but  there  was  a  distinct  interval  of  three 
weeks  in  1984  and  six  weeks  in  1985  when  1st  winter/summer  birds  were  also 
absent,  except  for  a  maximum  count  of  seven  at  any  one  time  (see  Table  2). 
These  few  exceptions  to  the  general  behaviour  are  thought  to  have  been 
weak  or  sickly  birds;  some  were  noticeably  lethargic  and  in  poor  condition, 
and  one  found  freshly  dead  on  June  21st  1985  had  apparently  wasted  away, 
weighing  155g,  well  below  the  weight  of  a  healthy  one-year-old  bird. 

Site  fidelity 

Table  1  shows  the  regularity  with  which  birds  of  this  species  may  return  to  the 
same  winter  quarters  year  after  year.  Of  the  11  birds  seen  regularly  in  the 
1983/84  winter,  9  (82%)  returned  the  following  winter,  and  8  (73%)  of  them 
the  winter  after  that  as  well.  Of  the  26  seen  regularly  in  1984/85, 17  (65%) 
returned  in  1985/86. 

As  the  above  percentages  have  been  calculated  on  a  small  number  of  birds 
they  must  obviously  be  treated  with  reserve,  and  an  82%  return,  for 
example,  barely  allows  sufficient  margin  for  normal  mortality.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  clear  that  the  degree  of  site  fidelity  is  high.  Even  with  larger  samples,  the 
proportion  of  birds  returning  can  be  expected  to  vary  markedly  from  winter 
to  winter.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  if  it  is  a  normal  winter  in  Europe  the 
birds  will  occupy  their  usual  winter  quarters,  to  which  they  will  return  the 
following  year,  whereas  a  severe  winter  will  force  some  birds  to  unaccus¬ 
tomed  locations,  to  which  they  are  less  likely  to  return. 

Some  birds  used  the  park  throughout  the  winter,  but  others  used  it 
regularly  for  a  month  or  two,  and  then  moved  elsewhere,  although  their  roost 
site  may  not  have  changed.  As  Table  1  shows,  these  temporary  visitors 
tended  to  arrive  early,  and  then  leave  again  in  the  autumn,  at  which  time 
there  was  a  general  rearrangement,  with  the  arrival  of  new  birds  coinciding 
with  the  departure  of  many  of  the  earlier  arrivals. 

Only  one  temporary  visitor  was  recorded  in  the  1983/84  winter,  as  the 
study  did  not  start  until  December  1983,  and  the  single  record  had  been 
specially  noted  earlier  because  of  the  conspicuous  coded  ring  ‘T49’.  This 
bird,  in  at  least  three  consecutive  winters,  used  St.  James’s  Park  regularly  in 
the  early  part  of  the  season,  and  then  left  in  the  autumn,  after  which  it  was 
seen  each  winter  in  Regent’s  Park,  3  km  to  the  northwest.  After  changing  to 
Regent’s  Park  it  was  not  seen  again  at  St.  James’s  until  the  following  winter, 
nor  was  it  known  to  have  visited  Regent’s  Park  while  using  St.  James’s.  The 
behaviour  of  T49  shows  that  when  a  bird  changes  its  daytime  site  in  this  way, 
using  one  regularly  for  a  while  and  then  changing  to  another,  it  may  be  as 
loyal  to  the  second  locality  as  it  is  to  the  first.  Tnree  other  temporary  visitors 
were  seen  at  other  London  sites  after  they  had  stopped  using  St.  James’s,  but 
no  regular  pattern  as  seen  in  T49  was  established. 

It  was  found  that  there  is  considerable  variation  between  individual  birds 
regarding  the  extent  and  use  of  their  daytime  sites.  Many  birds  had  one  site  at 
which  they  remained  for  most  of  the  day,  feeding,  preening  and  resting  in  one 
small  area.  Other  birds,  while  continuing  to  use  the  park  throughout  the 
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winter,  did  not  necessarily  do  so  all  day  and  every  day,  but  took  advantage  of 
attractive  conditions  elsewhere.  Certain  birds,  for  example,  showed  a 
preference  for  nearby  Hyde  Park  if  there  had  been  heavy  rain  and  the  grass 
and  football  pitches  were  waterlogged.  That  it  is  very  much  a  matter  of 
individual  habit  is  illustrated  by  twobirds  which  regularly  rested  on  the  roof 
beside  the  Ritz  Hotel.  Both  descended  for  the  bread  and  other  food 
distributed  from  time  to  time  in  the  adjacent  Green  Park,  but  whereas  one 
was  seen  in  St.  James’s  Park,  0.5  km  away,  on  only  three  occasions,  the  other 
was  to  be  seen  at  either  place  with  equal  frequency. 

The  above  remarks  refer  to  the  main  daytime  feeding  and  resting  sites. 
Since  the  birds  fly  in  daily  from  roosts  up  to  25  km  away,  they  no  doubt  stop  at 
suitable  feeding  places  en  route.  In  summer  and  autumn  most  birds  do  not 
arrive  in  the  park  until  several  hours  after  daybreak,  the  delay  perhaps 
because  of  the  dearth  of  human  visitors  with  food  in  the  early  morning,  so 
presumably  their  first  food  of  the  day  is  obtained  elsewhere.  Also  at  this  time 
of  the  year  many  birds  depart  three  to  five  hours  before  dusk,  in  contrast  to 
the  winter,  when  most  birds  remain  until  dark. 

Transients 

Homes  (1957),  referring  to  the  status  of  this  species  in  the  Society’s  Area, 
says  ‘...perhaps  also  a  passage  migrant’.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  birds 
recorded  as  making  only  brief  appearances  were  on  passage.  Perhaps  to,  or 
from,  winter  quarters  in  southwest  England,  especially  as  some  such  birds 
were  seen  at  times  of  passage  movements  in  successive  years,  and  on 
seemingly  outward  and  return  journeys.  A  brief  appearance,  however,  is  not 
in  itself  evidence  of  a  passage  movement,  as  the  bird  may  merely  have 
changed  briefly  its  daytime  feeding  site,  while  remaining  at  its  London  Area 
roost  site.  Eight  of  the  31  transients  were  in  fact  located  in  winter  at  other 
sites  in  Greater  London. 

The  winter  movements  of  the  other  transients  remained  unknown. 
Continental  Black-headed  Gulls  certainly  reach  the  southern  and  western 
counties,  and  some  may*  well  travel  through  London,  but  no  details  of  ringed 
birds  to  establish  this  have  yet  been  obtained.  None  of  the  transients,  or 
temporary  visitors,  was  controlled  or  recovered  in  southwest  England,  and 
none  of  the  85  British  ringed  birds  recorded  during  the  study  was  ringed 
outside  the  Society’s  Area.  Nevertheless,  it  is  believed  that  eventually 
appropriate  linking  controls  are  likely. 

SUMMARY 

Regular  monitoring  of  foreign  ringed  Black-headed  Gulls  was  carried  out  in 
St.  James’s  Park  between  1983  and  1986.  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the 
presence,  and  absence,  of  birds,  and  where  possible  alternative  feeding  sites 
were  traced. 

The  resultant  data  emphasise  the  regularity  with  which  this  species  usually 
returns  each  winter  to  the  same  feeding  and  resting  sites.  However,  it  also 
shows  that  whilst  some  birds  will  use  the  same  site  throughout,  others  will  use 
it  each  year  for  part  of  the  season  only,  and  then  move  to  a  second  locality,  to 
which  they  can  be  equally  faithful. 

It  was  found  that  winter  visitors  from  the  Continent  started  arriving  earlier 
than  is  commonly  supposed,  namely,  from  the  beginning  of  July  onwards, 
and  that  in  July  and  August  St.  James’s  Park  is  used  in  preference  to  other 
sites  in  Central  London. 

The  one  time  belief  that  many  non-breeding  birds  from  the  Continent 
remain  in  winter  quarters  throughout  summer  (Witherby  1943)  was  not 
upheld,  but  as  some  departing  one-year-old  birds  remained  as  late  as  June, 
and  some  birds  arrived  for  the  ‘winter’  as  early  as  July  1st,  casual  observation 
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could  easily  give  the  impression  that  this  was  so. 

It  seems  likely  that  some  of  the  birds  recorded  were  passage  migrants 
through  the  Society’s  Area,  to,  or  from,  winter  quarters  in  southwest 
England,  but  no  linking  controls  or  recoveries  of  ringed  birds  were  obtained 
to  substantiate  this. 
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An  Inner  London  Study  of  Birds  on 
the  River  Thames  at  Westminster  and 
Waterloo 

P,  J.  Strangeman 

INTRODUCTION 

Previous  studies  of  birds  on  the  River  Thames  in  Inner  London  were  made 
between  Vauxhall  and  Lambeth  Bridges  (hereafter  referred  to  as  ‘Lambeth’) 
and  from  Waterloo  to  Blackfriars  Bridges  (‘Waterloo’)  from  1951-53  (Cramp 
and  Teagle  1955)  and  between  Lambeth  and  Westminster  Bridges  (‘West¬ 
minster’)  from  1968-70  (Strangeman  1971).  A  further  three  year  study  at 
Westminster  and  Waterloo  from  Jan.  1st  1979  to  Dec.  31st  1981  provides  the 
basis  for  this  paper  which  is  mainly  devoted  to  comparing  the  birds  recorded 
on  both  stretches  of  the  river  m  this  period  and  with  highlighting  the 
population  changes  with  the  earlier  studies,  cited  above,  to  which  all  further 
references  relate. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  STUDY  AREA 

Apart  from  the  pontoon  which  was  temporarily  removed  from  Lambeth  Pier 
in  1979  there  have  been  no  significant  changes  at  Westminster  during  the  last 
decade. 

At  Waterloo  major  changes  have  taken  place  on  the  southern  bank  during 
the  last  30  years.  In  the  early  1950s,  except  for  a  small  extension  to  the  South 
Bank  promenade  near  Waterloo  Bridge,  the  entire  frontage  was  overlooked 
by  wharves.  Prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  current  study  the  promenade  had 
been  extended  to  about  150  metres  from  the  bridge  in  front  of  the  National 
Theatre,  while  at  the  other  end  new  development  extending  for  210  metres 
upstream  from  Blackfriars  Bridge  had  reclaimed  some  foreshore  land.  In 
December  1979  work  commenced  on  developing  a  site  between  the  National 
Theatre  and  the  modem  Kent  House.  This  new  building  programme  caused 
considerable  noise  at  times  because  of  piling  during  the  construction  of  the 
new  river  wall. 

The  extended  promenade  was  finally  opened  to  the  public  on  Nov.  30th 
1983.  A  barge  adapted  with  a  helicopter  pad  was  reached  through  Stamford 
Wharf  until  it  was  removed  in  1984.  Under  one-third  of  the  old  buildings 
fronting  the  river  now  remain,  although  most  of  these  sites  are  gradually 
being  demolished.  Apart  from  boys  who  sometimes  invade  this  foreshore 
other  human  disturbance  to  birds  here,  and  at  Westminster,  is  caused  by  the 
slow  progress  of  a  few  treasure  hunters. 

A  main  attraction  for  gulls  at  Waterloo  in  the  1950s  was  the  regular  loading 
of  refuse  barges  from  one  of  the  wharves,  but  this  activity  has  now  ceased. 
The  increase  in  fish  in  the  Thames  during  the  last  ten  or  so  years  has  attracted 
fishermen  on  both  stretches  of  river,  although  this  recreation  is  intermittent 
in  the  study  areas  and  disturbance  of  bird  life  is  minimal. 

METHOD  AND  AIM  STUDY  OF  STUDY 

As  in  previous  studies  the  aim  was  to  count  all  birds  at  least  once  a  week  on 
both  stretches  and  to  adopt  the  same  method  of  recording  to  enable  a  direct 
comparison  of  the  results. 

1/7  and  243  visits,  invariably  made  around  mid-day,  were  carried  out  at 
Westminster  and  Waterloo  respectively  between  1979  and  1981  (see  table 
below). 
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Westminster 

High  Tide 

Low  Tide 

Jan 

7 

7 

Feb 

9 

8 

Mar 

8 

5 

Apr 

10 

4 

May 

6 

6 

Jun 

9 

5 

Jul 

12 

7 

Aug 

8 

7 

Sep 

8 

9 

Oct 

8 

7 

Nov 

9 

4 

Dec 

10 

4 

Total 

104 

73 

Total 

14 

17 

13 

14 

12 

14 

19 

15 

17 

15 

13 

14 

177 

Waterloo 

High  Tide 

8 

8 

7 

10 

8 

7 

9 

5 

8 

9 

11 

10 

100 

Low  Tide 

13 

14 

12 

11 

12 

14 

15 

12 

14 

13 

5 

8 

143 

Total 

21 

22 

19 

21 

20 

21 

24 

17 

22 

22 

16 

18 

243 

Low  tide  counts  were  made  on  73  (41%)  days  at  Westminster  and  143 
(59%)  days  at  Waterloo.  Although  111  (84%)  more  counts  were  made  at 
Waterloo  from  1979-81  than  from  1951-53  (largely  as  a  result  of  more  than 
one  visit  a  week  in  1979  when  106  counts  were  made  compared  with  67  in 
1980  and  70  in  1981),  it  became  evident  that  only  five  low  tide  counts  had 
been  made  in  November  compared  with  nine  in  the  earlier  study.  Cramp  and 
Teagle  considered  that  only  their  low  tide  counts,  which  they  defined  as 
‘when  one-quarter  or  more  of  the  shingle  banks  were  exposed’,  should  be 
used  in  comparing  their  monthly  averages,  too  few  counts  naving  been  made 
at  high  tide  in  the  1951-53  study,  it  was  decided  to  make  some  extra  visits.  In 
1982  14  counts  were  made,  from  July  to  December,  seven  of  them  in 
November  of  which  four  were  at  low  tide.  The  inclusion  of  these  records 
insignificantly  changed  the  monthly  averages  of  all  species  except  the  Feral 
Rock  Dove.  The  results  of  these  additional  visits  are  excluded  from  the 
tables. 

Since  the  1968-70  Westminster  study  I  have  continued  to  make  mid-day 
visits  to  this  stretch,  although  not  in  every  week,  throughout  the  eight  year 
period  ending  in  1978:  235  visits  ranging  from  ten  in  1974  to  49  in  1978  were 
made.  Weekly  visits  totalling  254  were  carried  out  from  1982-85. 

The  results  of  the  counts  are  shown  as  monthly  averages  for  the  regularly 
recorded  birds  in  tables,  while  comparison  is  made  with  the  earlier  studies  in 
the  form  of  histograms  for  selected  species. 

Gulls  were  aged  as  often  as  possible  with  the  samples  at  Westminster  and 
Waterloo  being  combined  in  Table  1.  As  it  was  impractical  to  age  all 
Black-headed  Gulls,  sometimes  Common  and  more  rarely  the  three  larger 
species,  it  is  important  to  read  the  table  from  the  standpoint  that  only 
samples  of  the  total  numbers  present  were  aged.  The  September  to 
December  samples  of  Black-headed  Gulls  are  particularly  low. 

The  plumage  of  the  Common  Gull  from  juvenile  to  first-summer  allows 
this  age  group  to  be  distinguished  from  older  birds  at  considerably  longer 
range  and  at  awkward  angles.  The  separation  of  second- winter  and  summer 
from  adult  is  less  easy  and  on  some  occasions  in  this  study  the  species  was 
noted  as  ‘not  juvenile/first-winter/first-summer’.  Some  of  the  birds  older 
than  first-summer  were  specifically  aged  while  the  remainder  were  interpo¬ 
lated  from  the  samples  of  second- winter/second-summer  or  adult. 

At  Westminster  and  Waterloo  the  abundance  of  the  regular  species 
followed  a  similar  monthly  pattern  on  both  stretches,  unlike  the  1951-53 
study  when  there  was  often  a  considerable  difference  between  the  number  of 
birds  present  at  Waterloo  and  Lambeth. 


Table  1.  Age  classes  of  gulls  on  the  River  Thames  at  Westminster  and  Waterloo,  Inner  London,  1979-81 
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Age 

lst-w. 

2nd-w./ad 

lst-w. 

2nd-w. 

3rd-w./ad. 

lst-w. 

2nd-w. 

3rd-w. 

4th-w./ad. 

lst-w. 

2nd-w. 

3rd-w. 

4th-w./ad. 

lst-w. 

2nd-w. 

3rd-w. 

4th-w./ad. 

Dec 

12 

88 

475 

6 

7,890 

iH  T— « 

334 

79 

423 

HITiriH 

Os 

388 

so  <N  vn 

g-H  SO 

43 

83 

52 

26 

1 

1 

72 

76 

% 

79 
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97 

71 
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21 

30 

49 

56 
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56 
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86 

249 
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47 
98 

48 
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99 

74 
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48 

92 

52 
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3 

97 
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36 
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so  m 
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97 

119 
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92 

240 

£88 

0 

25 

40 

35 

385 

Age 

juv. 

lst-s. 

ad. 

•  **  JO 

.MS's 

juv. 

lst-s. 

2nd-s. 

3rd-s. 

ad. 

juv. 
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2nd-$. 

3rd-s. 

ad. 

•  i£  t 

Jun 

97 

3 

SS| 

888 

£328 

133 

80 

167 

13 

20 

27 

30 

102 

89 

114 

Nnmo 

VO  rn 

m 

(N  Os  r4 
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100 

0 

sag 

H  wH 

Sae«N 

234 

100 

234 

383 

2883 

83 

100 

83 

p~  oco  jq 

14 

100 

14 

Apr 

87 

13 

67 

23 

292 

85 

11 

4 

1,416 

87 

1,635 

Os 

41 

98 

42 

2282 

*- 

40 

93 

43 

2228 

27 
% 

28 

Mar 

18 

82 

9% 

24 

4,217 

SS8 

611 

89 

690 

c*“>  vn  ©  gj 

36 

95 

38 

28 

20 

24 

28 

so  m 

c4  m 

3228 

51 

82 

62 

Feb 

16 

84 

23 

15 

62 

r- 

00  00©  Jg 

50 

100 

50 

8223 

46 
98 

47 

3*^2 

76 

100 

76 

ri  of 
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The  age  classes  are  expressed  in  percentages. 

juv.  =  juvenile,  lst-w.  =  first-winter,  lst-s.  =  first-summer,  ad.  =  adult. 
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The  species’  accounts  discuss  the  variations  that  occurred  from  1979-81  in  the 
two  study  areas,  the  changes  in  status  since  the  earlier  studies  and  certain 
behavioural  notes.  A  table  preceding  each  species  account  shows  average 
monthly  counts.  Differences  between  high  and  low  water  counts  most 
notably  affected  the  numbers  of  Black-headed  Gulls,  Feral  Rock  Doves  and 
Starlings.  The  Black-headed  Gull  table  shows  the  separate  and  combined 
high  and  low  water  averages  and  for  the  dove  and  Starling  only  the  low  tide 
figures  are  shown.  The  combined  high  and  low  tide  figures  are  shown  for  all 
other  species. 

RESULTS  AND  DISCUSSION  OF  OBSERVATIONS 

Table  2  shows  the  28  species  recorded  from  1979-81  of  which  18  occurred  on 
both  stretches,  seven  only  at  Westminster  and  three  only  at  Waterloo.  The 
species  recorded  at  Waterloo  from  1951-53  and  at  Westminster  from 
1968-70,  1971-78  and  1982-85  are  also  shown  in  Table  2.  Only  species 
recorded  on  the  specific  counts  have  been  included,  thus  eliminating  random 
records  such  as  a  Kittiwake  at  Waterloo  in  1979. 

Table  2.  Birds  on  the  River  Thames,  Inner  London,  at  Waterloo,  1951-53  (alter  Cramp 
and  Teagle  1955)  and  1979-81(82)  and  at  Westminster,  1968-85. 

Waterloo  Westminster 


1951-53 

79-81 

68-70 

71-78 

79-81 

82-85 

Little  Grebe 

O 

O 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

O 

O 

O 

Cormorant 

R 

O 

R 

R 

Shag 

O 

O 

O 

Grey  Heron 

O 

o 

O 

O 

Mute  Swan 

R 

O 

O 

o 

O 

Canada  Goose 

o 

O 

Mallard 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

Pintail 

O 

Pochard 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

Tufted  Duck 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

Moorhen 

O 

O 

Coot 

O 

O 

Oystercatcher 

O 

Common  Sandpiper 

O 

O 

O 

Little  Gull 

O 

Black-headed  Gull 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

Common  Gull 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

Herring  Gull 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

Kittiwake 

O 

O 

Common  Tern 

O 

O 

Sterna  sp. 

O 

O 

O 

O 

Feral  Rock  Dove 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

Woodpigeon 

O 

R 

R 

R 

R 

Turtle  Dove 

O 

Swift 

R 

R 

R 

R 

House  Martin 

O 

Swallow* 

O 

Meadow  Pipit 

O 

Grey  Wagtail 

Pied  Wagtail 

O 

O 

O 

O 

o 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

Black  Redstart 

O 

Blackbird 

o 

O 

Carrion  Crow 

R 

R 

o 

R 

R 

R 

Starling 

R 

o 

R 

R 

R 

House  Sparrow 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

R 

Goldfinch 

O 

O  =  Occasional  visitor,  R 

=  Regular  visitor 

*  1982  record  only 
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(a)  Regular  visitors 

Cormorant 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Westminster 

High  and  Low  tide 

0.6 

0.2 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.1 

0.4 

0.1 

Waterloo 

High  and  Low  tide 

0.1 

0.1 

0.0 

0.1 

0.0 

0.0 

<0.1 

0.0 

0.1 

0.1 

0.0 

0.2 

The  Cormorant  was  recorded  from  September  to  February  and  in  April  and 
July  (see  table  above)  usually  involving  single  birds  flying  up  or  down  both 
stretches  of  the  river.  Only  two  observations,  of  one  on  the  river  at 
Westminster  and  one  on  a  buoy  at  Waterloo,  do  not  relate  to  birds  in  flight. 

None  was  seen  during  either  of  the  previous  studies  and  although  there  are 
past  records  of  casual  sightings  it  was  not  until  February  1977  that  the  first 
Cormorant  was  seen  on  a  specific  visit  at  Westminster.  There  were  March 
observations  from  1982-85.  Records  increased  from  1983  and  are  reflected  in 
the  average  winter  (October  to  March)  figures,  involving  sightings  totalling 
122  birds,  from  1976/77  to  1984/85  as  follows:  0.1,  0.2, 0.1, 0.2, 0.3, 0.2, 0.5, 
0.8  and  1.3. 

As  Cormorants  have  shown  a  marked  increase  in  the  London  Area  in  the 
last  decade,  it  is  not  surprising  to  see  them  flying  over  the  Thames  in  Inner 
London  on  their  way  to  and  from  their  preferred  feeding  areas.  They 
regularly  fish  successfully  in  the  Thames  between  Hammersmith  and  Putney 
Bridges  and  below  the  Woolwich  Fen-y,  for  example,  so  it  is  a  little  suiprising 
that  none  was  seen  diving  at  Westminster  or  Waterloo  from  1979-81  in  view 
of  the  increase  in  fish  in  the  river.  However,  at  Westminster  one  was  diving 
on  Jan.  29th  1982  and  in  January  1985  one  was  watched  successfully  fishing 
there  on  three  days  and  also  twice  at  Lambeth.  Andrews  et  al.  (1982)  have 
shown  that  there  has  been  a  further  increase  of  macrofauna  in  the  river  since 
around  1977,  which  coincides  with  the  increase  in  Cormorant  records  given 
above  and  must  be  one  reason  for  their  frequent  occurrences  nowadays. 


Mallard 

Westminster 
High  and  Low  tide 
Waterloo 

High  and  Low  tide 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

1.6 

2.6 

4.5 

5.2 

1.2 

0.3 

2.0 

1.8 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

4.2 

3.7 

0.9 

0.1 

2.9 

0.8 

0.3 

0.1 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

0.4 

1.0 

2.4 

2.9 

0.1 

0.1 

1.2 

2.7 

The  table  above  shows  that  slightly  higher  numbers  were  recorded  at 
Westminster  than  at  Waterloo,  where  the  respective  maxima  were  15  on 
Nov.  3rd  1981  and  nine  on  Jan.  12th  and  Nov.  4th  1981. 

There  has  been  virtually  no  change  in  status  since  the  1950s  at  Waterloo 
and  the  only  difference  at  Westminster,  compared  with  1968-70,  is  a 
tendency  for  birds  to  be  more  numerous  in  winter.  This  upward  trend  is 
reflected  in  the  combined  November  to  February  averages  for  all  counts  of 
2.6  from  1968-70,  9.5  from  1979-81  and  17.5  from  1982-84.  A  record  37 
occurred  on  Jan.  9th  1985,  the  majority  dabbling,  as  is  usual,  near  the 
foreshore  by  Victoria  Tower  Gardens.  As  the  tide  ebbed  on  this  date  oil 
slicks  were  seen  on  the  Lambeth  ‘half  of  the  river  where  a  pair  of  Mallard 
were  swimming.  Twice  the  ducks  swam  rapidly  away  from  the  approaching 
oil  and  on  the  next  occasion  they  escaped  from  the  pollutant  by  flying  off 
when  it  seemed  that  their  plumage  would  be  soiled. 
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Black-headed  Gull 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Westminster 

High  tide 

204 

230 

138 

7 

7 

9 

57 

138 

95 

110 

177 

187 

Low  tide 

192 

179 

107 

17 

3 

6 

112 

138 

147 

75 

125 

148 

High  and  Low  tide 

198 

206 

126 

10 

5 

8 

77 

138 

123 

94 

161 

176 

Waterloo 

High  tide 

228 

194 

72 

5 

2 

3 

63 

83 

71 

60 

126 

221 

Low  tide 

412 

303 

173 

10 

10 

22 

95 

164 

202 

115 

190 

403 

High  and  Low  tide 

347 

263 

136 

7 

7 

16 

83 

140 

155 

92 

146 

302 

The  average  monthly  figures  for  all  counts  along  both  stretches  of  river  show 
a  remarkable  similarity  from  March  to  November,  but  in  the  three  remaining 
months  appreciably  greater  numbers  occurred  at  Waterloo,  where  many  of 
the  highest  winter  counts  were  made  at  low  tide:  600  or  more  on  six 
occasions.  The  peak  of  430  at  Westminster  occurred  at  high  tide  on  Jan.  24th 
1979. 

At  Waterloo  the  average  monthly  low  tide  counts  were  all  greater  than 
those  at  high  tide  whereas  at  Westminster  the  high  water  counts  were  higher 
in  eight  months  and  identical  in  one.  At  Westminster  moored  barges  and 
river  craft  and  the  Houses  of  Parliament  embankment  wall  generally 
accommodate  the  majority  of  gulls  requiring  such  positions  at  high  water, 
especially  in  winter,  while  at  Waterloo  a  disused  warehouse  roof,  the  odd 
barge,  mooring  posts  and  permanently  moored  ships  attracted  fewer  such 
birds.  Although  these  resting  places  may  be  used  in  early  autumn,  the  pale 

Seen  concave  Derbydene  roof  of  the  Royal  Festival  Hall  has  become  a 
vourite  diurnal  roost  from  July  to  September  which  is  occupied  mainly,  but 
not  exclusively,  at  high  tide.  The  roof  is  made  of  copper  (G.  L.  C.  1976)  and 
because  this  metal  is  a  good  conductor  of  heat  the  gulls  are  possibly  attracted 
by  its  warmth  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Comparison  with  the  1951-53  results  at  Waterloo,  in  Fig.  1 ,  reveals  that  the 
most  striking  difference  is  the  early  autumn  peak  which  was  not  evident 
earlier.  Also  very  small  numbers  were  present  throughout  late  spring/early 
summer  whereas  in  1951-53  there  were  no  records  for  May  and  only  one  or 
two  throughout  June  and  July.  The  birds  formerly  returned  after  their 
breeding  season  in  extremely  low  numbers  in  August  before  sharply  rising  in 
November,  however,  new  arrivals  now  appear  in  July,  including  a  very  small 
proportion  of  juveniles  (see  Table  1)  ana  continue  to  increase  before  falling 
by  October  before  the  main  arrival  of  winter  visitors.  This  pattern  is  repeated 
on  a  smaller  scale  at  Westminster,  although  the  variation  with  the  more 
recent  1968-70  study  is  less  marked. 

The  British  breeding  population  rose  sharply  during  the  1967-72  period 
(Sharrock  1976)  and  presumably  is  reflected  in  the  increase  in  numbers  from 
July  to  October  compared  to  the  earlier  study.  Flegg  and  Cox  (1972)  have 
shown  from  their  analysis  of  Black-headed  Gulls  ringed  in  England  and 
Wales,  that  the  species  moves  inland  from  its  coastal  breeding  colonies  and 
that  first-winters  travel  farther  than  adults.  They  found  that  ‘The  only 
apparently  sizeable  concentration,  in  the  Greater  London  Area,  was 
composed  of  both  adult  and  first-winter  birds  from  colonies  in  Essex  and 
Kent’.  The  earliest  birds  arriving  in  Inner  London,  therefore,  are  probably 
from  these  Home  Counties  east  of  London  as  the  majority  disperse 
westwards,  but  gulls  from  Hampshire  may  be  involved  as  they  show  a  strong 
tendency  to  move  northeast.  As  winter  advances  British  birds  move  farther 
from  their  natal  area  which  would  explain  the  fall  in  numbers  in  October 
before  the  additional  arrivals  in  November  from  the  Continent,  as  revealed 
by  ringing  recoveries  (Horton  et  al.  1984). 
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Fig.  1.  Average  monthly  low  tide  counts  of  Black-headed  Gulls. 


In  winter  there  has  been  very  little  change  in  numbers  compared  with  the 
previous  studies.  The  November  to  February  period  shows  that  the  low  tide 
figures  at  Waterloo  were  greatest  in  November  and  February  from  1951-53 
and  in  December  and  January  from  1979-81,  the  combined  average  monthly 
figures  for  these  four  months  being  1,420  from  1951-53  and  1,308  from 
ly79-81.  In  the  shorter  period  between  the  two  intensive  studies  at 
Westminster  a  more  noticeable  fall  in  the  corresponding  four  months  has 
occurred:  998  from  1968-70  compared  with  644  from  1979-81.  However,  this 
trend  has  not  been  maintained  as  860  were  recorded  in  the  same  four  months 
from  1982-84. 


Common  Gull 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Westminster 

High  and  Low  tide  13.4  16.5  25.2  47.3  10.0  1.5  2.2  2.0  1.1  2.9  6.5  10.6 

Waterloo 

High  and  Low  tide  14.4  16.1  19.1  46.3  5.7  3.4  3.2  2.6  1.7  4.9  9.4  15.2 

The  average  monthly  counts  were  generally  similar  on  both  stretches,  the 

main  exception  being  a  sharp  rise  at  Waterloo  in  December  as  a  result  of  an 
increase  to  40-50  in  the  middle  of  that  month  in  1981 ,  when  very  cold  weather 
prevailed  and  coincided  with  peak  numbers  of  Black-headed  Gulls.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  dates  of  the  Westminster  counts  missed  this  influx  resulting  in  the 
smaller  average  low  tide  figure  on  this  stretch. 

Although  spring  passage  was  recorded  in  the  earlier  studies  the  large 
increase  since  then  is  dramatically  illustrated  in  Fig.  2.  In  March  the  first 
obvious  signs  of  movement  are  the  increase  of  first-winter  birds  which  during 
winter  never  exceeded  15.  Peak  passage  occurs  between  late  March  and 
mid- April  when  maxima  of  150  on  Apr.  19th  1979  at  Waterloo  and  110  on 
Mar.  31st  1980  at  Westminster  were  recorded.  Not  unexpectedly,  the 
movement  may  cease  abruptly  as  happened  in  1981  when  there  was  100  at 
Waterloo  on  Apr.  8th,  but  just  nine  on  the  following  day.  In  some  years  high 
numbers  may  occur  at  any  time  outside  the  main  passage  period  e.g.  40  on 
Mar.  2nd  and  30  on  May  4th  1979  at  Waterloo  and  57  on  May  1st  1979  at 
Westminster. 
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Fig.  2.  Average  monthly  low  tide  counts  of  Common  Gulls. 


In  spring  Common  Gulls  are  often  seen  circling  and  drifting  in  the  air  until 
food  on  the  surface  of  the  water  is  found  which  rapidly  attracts  birds  from 
elsewhere  along  the  river  causing  numbers  to  change  within  minutes.  As  this 
species  is  not  mainly  dependent  on  obtaining  food  from  the  foreshore  at  this 
time  of  year  the  water  level  does  not  obviously  influence  its  numbers. 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Westminster 

High  and  Low  tide 
Waterloo 

1.1 

1.0 

0.6 

1.3 

0.8 

6.5 

7.3 

6.9 

7.8 

5.8 

2.3 

2.1 

High  and  Low  tide 

1.9 

1.5 

1.6 

1.1 

1.2 

3.6 

4.3 

3.4 

5.3 

4.7 

3.6 

2.2 

Occurred  in  all  months  being  found  in  similar  numbers  on  both  stretches  (see 
table  above).  In  June  there  is  an  increase  involving  mainly  immatures  (72%), 
but  dominated  by  second-summer  birds  (42%)  (see  Table  1).  The  table 
above  reveals  that  there  is  no  great  change  between  the  June  and  July 
averages,  but  masks  the  increase  in  adults  which  rose  by  14%  to  form  42%  of 
the  total,  presumably  as  a  result  of  early  autumn  passage.  By  August  the 
proportion  of  adults  approximately  doubled  as  this  age  group  continued  to 
dominate  the  species  until  April.  After  the  autumn  peak  numbers  dwindled 
in  November,  comparatively  few  were  seen  until  the  rise  in  early  summer. 

Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  considered  that  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls, 
while  less  shy  than  Great  Black-backed  Gulls,  were  attracted  to  feed  by  the 
rubbish  barges  at  Waterloo,  thus  accounting  for  their  larger  numbers  there 
than  at  Lambeth.  The  dramatic  drop  at  Waterloo  (see  Fig.  3)  since  1951-53 
must  largely  be  attributed  to  the  reduction  in  available  refuse.  However,  this 
cannot  be  the  only  reason  for  reduced  numbers  as  indicated  by  the 
Westminster  counts  which  show,  although  less  dramatically  than  at  Water- 
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loo,  a  further  decline  in  the  last  decade  with  average  autumn  (August  to 
October)  counts  reaching  extremely  low  figures  after  1977,  as  shown  in  Fig. 

4.  70  r 


JFMAMJJASOND 


Fig.  3.  Average  monthly  low  tide  counts 
of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls. 
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Fig.  4.  Average  and  range  of  autumn  (August  to  October)  counts  of  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  at  Westminster,  1968-85. 

Note:  in  1974  only  four  counts  were  made,  in  August. 
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Andrews  et  al.  (1982)  have  suggested  that  the  Thames  has  become  even 
cleaner  since  about  1977  which  may  have  provided  less  food  for  the  species 
than  earlier  and,  possibly,  contributed  to  its  further  decrease.  This  decline  is 
assumed  to  be  local  or  connected  with  the  river  as  the  survey  of  wintering 
gulls  in  January  1983  (Bowes  et  al.  1984)  showed  that  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  have  increased  by  20%  since  1973  in  southeast  England.  Some  caution 
should  be  exercised  with  regard  to  this  percentage  increase  because  roost 
counts  at  four  London  Area  reservoirs  did  not  distinguish  the  species  of  gulls 
in  1973  and  the  proportions  were  assumed  to  be  identical  to  those  identified 
in  1983.  Hickling  (1984)  and  Horton  et  al.  (1984)  have  also  shown  that  this 
gull  is  most  abunaant,  in  autumn,  when  rubbish  tips  are  favoured. 


Herring  Gull 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Westminster 

High  and  Low  tide 
Waterloo 

2.1 

1.2 

1.1 

1.1 

1.2 

3.0 

2.7 

2.7 

2.4 

2.2 

2.0 

1.6 

High  and  Low  tide 

1.3 

1.2 

1.0 

1.3 

3.5 

3.4 

1.4 

0.6 

0.4 

0.7 

1.7 

1.7 

Small  numbers  occurred  in  all  months  on  both  stretches,  as  shown  in  the  table 
above  with  maxima  of  16  on  June  9th  1981  at  Waterloo  and  10  on  July  17th 
1980  at  Westminster.  A  slight  peak  occurred  in  May  and  June  at  Waterloo 
and  in  June  and  July  at  Westminster. 

From  1951-53  the  species  only  occurred  in  winter  (September  to  April)  at 
Waterloo  with  large  numbers  appearing  from  December  to  February.  As 
with  Lesser  Black-backed  and  Great  Black-backed  Gulls,  the  Herring’s 
disappearance  as  an  abundant  winter  visitor  (see  Fig.  5)  coincided  with  the 
removal  of  rubbish  barges  and  consequently  a  lack  of  a  sufficient  food 
supply. 
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Fig.  5.  Average  monthly  low  tide  counts  of  Herring  Gulls. 


At  Westminster  the  only  significant  difference  since  1968-70  is  the 
appearance  of  birds  from  June  to  September,  which  is  also  reflected  by  the 
summer  records  at  Waterloo. 

Up  to  four  pairs  have  bred  in  Inner  London  from  1961-84  (Montier  1977 
and  London  Natural  History  Society  1975-78  and  1980-85),  with  the 
exception  of  1983  when  there  were  nine  pairs,  five  of  which  were  in  the 
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vicinity  of  Westminster.  There  was  a  further  increase  on  this  stretch  from 
1982-85  with  peak  numbers  coinciding  with  the  increased  breeding. 

Summer  flocks  of  over  20  have  been  recorded  in  Regent’s  Park  where  the 
first  and  longest  established  London  breeding  has  occurred  at  the  Zoo 
(Montier  1977).  The  summer  records  on  the  river  are  comprised  of  all  age 
groups,  as  shown  in  Table  1 ,  where  at  Westminster  and  Waterloo  immatures 
outnumbered  adults  from  May  to  July  with  second-  and  third-summer  types 
forming  the  largest  proportion  of  younger  birds.  In  August  as  a  few 
juvenile/first-winters  appear  the  older  immatures  dwindle  and  adults  then 
form  the  majority  of  birds  throughout  the  winter. 

Yellow-legged  Herring  Gulls  have  occurred  at  Westminster  since  1976  and 
the  15  records  up  to  1981  have  been  summarised  by  Grant  (1983).  Since  1982 
others  were  seen  on  this  stretch,  usually  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  similar 
to  the  earlier  records. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Westminster 

High  and  Low  tide  2.5  1.5  1.6  0.5  0.3  0.4  0.6  1.5  2.4  1.5  1.5  2.1 

Waterloo 

High  and  Low  tide  3.3  2.3  2.2  1.0  0.6  0.8  1.3  1.8  2.0  2.2  1.9  2.8 

On  both  stretches  small  numbers  occurred  in  all  months  being  slightly  more 
numerous  and  frequent  in  winter,  but  showing  no  appreciable  differences 
between  high  and  low  counts.  Apart  from  14  on  Jan.  12th  1981  at  Waterloo 
the  maximum  was  seven  there  and  six  at  Westminster. 

Although  one  or  two  were  found  more  often  in  summer  at  Westminster 
from  1979-81  than  between  1968-70  its  status  can  be  considered  to  have 
remained  unchanged  during  the  last  decade.  Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955) 
remarked  that  this  gull  had  probably  reached  its  peak  in  numbers  along  the 
river  in  the  early  1950s.  Their  statement  is  further  enhanced  by  the  current 
low  numbers.  At  Waterloo  a  dramatic  decrease  has  taken  place  in  winter 
during  the  last  30  years  (see  Fig.  6).  The  removal  of  rubbish  barges  has 
reduced  the  main  food  source  of  this  essentially  scavenging  gull  which,  like 
the  Lesser  Black-backed  and  Herring  Gulls,  attracted  large  numbers  earlier. 
As  the  Great  Black-backed  Gull  is  the  shyest  of  the  gulls  frequenting  the 
river  Cramp  and  Teagle  (1955)  considered  that  the  southern  foreshore  which 
was  not  directly  overlooked  by  the  public  enabled  the  species  to  feed  and  rest 
relatively  undisturbed. 

35  r 
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Fig.  6.  Average  monthly  low  tide  counts  of  Great  Black-backed  Gulls. 
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Although  public  promenades  have  been  constructed  at  both  ends  of  the 
southern  side,  as  mentioned  previously,  there  was  still,  during  this  study 
period,  a  considerable  expanse  of  foresnore  exposed  at  low  tide  where  gulls 
could  feed  and  rest.  Even  allowing  for  the  fact  that  small  boys  and  treasure 
seekers  are  found  sometimes  along  the  foreshore,  it  is  deadly  the  lack  of 
available  food  to  entice  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  along  the  Thames  which 
has  reduced  their  numbers  rather  than  the  lack  of  an  undisturbed  habitat. 


Swift 

The  largest  numbers  were  usually  in  the  vicinity  of  the  study  areas  and  there 
were  frequent  records  of  hundreds  which  included  birds  feeding  over  the 
river,  sometimes  within  a  metre  of  the  water,  in  June  and  July. 

None  was  recorded  in  either  of  the  previous  studies,  but  the  trend  for 
feeding  parties  to  appear  in  the  area  has  now  become  well  established.  The 
Swift’s  increase  (ana  the  House  Martin’s  further  penetration  as  a  breeding 
species)  into  Inner  London  warrants  a  closer  examination  of  these  aerial 
feeders  which  is  beyond  the  scope  of  this  paper. 


Woodpigeon 

San  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Sun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
High  and  Low  tide  0.4  0.8  0.8  0.6  0.5  1.0  1.1  0.8  0.8  0.2  0.5  0.7 

Woodpigeons  were  not  seen  at  Waterloo.  Although  up  to  four  occurred  in  all 
months  at  Westminster  there  were  often  days  when  none  was  recorded  as 
reflected  in  the  monthly  averages  in  the  table.  Apart  from  the  usual  feeding 
and  resting  on  river  craft  and  rare  exploitation  of  the  foreshore,  where 
drinking  was  observed,  the  searching  for  food  amongst  gull  droppings  on 
pleasure  boats  was  noted  in  February  1981. 

This  species’  status  can  be  considered  as  unchanged  because  there  was  only 
one  record  at  Waterloo  in  1952  and  the  pattern  of  records  at  Westminster 
remains  similar. 


Feral  Rock  Dove 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Sun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Westminster 

Low  tide 

Waterloo 

30.3 

24.5 

49.2 

30.3 

47.7 

48.2 

39.4 

34.0 

30.7 

19.0 

20.0 

43.3 

Low  tide 

9.6 

7.1 

7.7 

7.4 

7.3 

8.1 

7.8 

11.6 

13.0 

12.4 

12.6 

12.9 

Numerous  at  all  times  of  the  year,  especially  at  Westminster  where  the 
monthly  low  tide  averages  totalled  416.6  compared  with  117.5  at  Waterloo. 
The  maximum  at  Westminster  was  136  on  May  31st  1979.  On  this  stretch  the 
average  low  tide  counts  (see  table  above)  exceeded  30  in  all  but  three  months 
and  ranged  from  47  to  50  in  March,  May  and  June  while  the  lowest  figures 
were  between  19  and  25  in  February,  October  and  November.  Comparative 
data  at  Waterloo,  with  a  maximum  of  35  on  Dec.  14th  1979,  show  that  the 
lowest  average  was  in  February  (7.1)  followed  by  five  months  of  almost  even 
figures  before  reaching  a  small  peak  of  13.0  in  September.  The  inclusion  of 
additional  counts  in  1982,  mentioned  earlier,  with  those  made  from  1979-81 
resulted  in  increasing  the  November  low  tide  average  by  5.8,  to  18.4.  Other 
single  visits  from  August  to  October  and  in  December  also  raised  the 
averages  by  up  to  2.5  except  in  September  which  fell  by  0.8. 

Fig.  7  shows  that  at  Waterloo  the  averages  during  the  two  study  periods  are 
very  similar.  At  Westminster  the  counts  from  1979-81  show  an  increase  since 
1968-70  in  all  months  except  October  when  there  was  a  tiny  decrease  of  2.6. 
Some  of  the  increases  are  considerable,  notably  in  January,  from  May  to  July 
and  in  December. 
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Fig.  7.  Average  monthly  low  tide  counts  of  Feral  Rock  Doves. 

These  comparisons  should  be  treated  with  caution  as  Cramp  and  Teagle 
(1955)  found  that  numbers  fluctuated  violently  from  1951-53  and  considered 
that  ‘a  much  larger  series  of  counts  would  be  necessary  to  provide  accurate 
averages’.  Similar  variations  were  found  in  the  earlier  study  at  Westminster. 

From  1968-70  there  were  two  records  of  a  Great  Black-backed  Gull  eating 
a  Feral  Rock  Dove.  This  behaviour  was  also  observed  from  1971-83,  at 
Waterloo  and  Westminster,  when  a  total  of  five  dead  doves  provided  the  gull 
with  food. 


Carrion  Crow 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Westminster 

High  and  Low  tide  0.5  0.2  0.1  0.2  0.2  0.2  0.0  0.2  0.8  0.4  0.4  0.6 

Waterloo 

High  and  Low  tide  1.1  1.7  1.5  1.2  0.7  0.7  0.6  1.3  1.0  1.2  0.7  0.8 

Recorded  throughout  the  year  being  slightly  more  frequent  at  Waterloo  (see 

table  above)  where  the  maxima  were  seven  on  Mar.  2nd  1979  and  five  on 
Dec.  30th  1980  and  July  23rd  1981.  No  other  records  exceeded  four  on  either 
stretch  and  there  were  often  days  when  none  was  seen. 

The  Carrion  Crow’s  volatile  occurrences  have  shown  virtually  no  change 
since  the  previous  studies  being  fractionally  more  freauent  at  Waterloo 
nowadays.  Further  upstream,  near  Vauxhall  Bridge,  gatherings  of  30  or  so 
have  occurred  on  the  foreshore  as  recently  as  Oct.  50th  1985  but  the  numbers 
at  Westminster  still  remain  low.  Indeed,  it  is  not  unusual  for  crows  to  reach 
double  figures  in  the  adjacent  area  and  alight  on  the  tall  buildings,  but  it 
remains  a  regular,  although  erratic,  visitor  in  small  numbers  at  Westminster 
and  Waterloo. 


Starling 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Westminster 

Low  tide 

4.4 

3.8 

2.4 

2.5 

3.0 

5.4 

0.6 

0.3 

1.3 

7.0 

1.3 

8.5 

Waterloo 

Low  tide 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.2 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1.0 

2.5 

The  table  above  shows  that  Starlings  were  recorded  at  low  tide  in  all  months 
at  Westminster  with  peak  averages  in  October  and  December.  The  only  high 
tide  record  concerns  one  on  May  14th  1980  which  probably  drowned  in  the 
river. 


BIRDS  ON  THE  RIVER  THAMES 


183 


There  were  a  few  Waterloo  records  from  April  to  June  and  from  October 
to  December  with  birds  feeding  amongst  barges  at  high  tide  in  four  months 
and  on  the  foreshore  in  three  months.  None  was  seen  on  this  stretch  from 
1951-53. 

From  1968-70,  at  Westminster,  there  were  occasional  low  tide  records 
including  one  bird  which  was  seen  feeding  on  Tubifex  tubifex.  The  large  red 
areas  created  by  these  worms  when  the  mud  was  exposed  at  low  water  have 
disappeared.  Wheeler  (1979)  has  pointed  out  that  this  species  thrived  when 
‘the  tideway  was  severely  polluted’.  The  Tubifex  was  able  to  survive  because 
‘most  of  the  dissolved  oxygen  that  these  worms  consume  comes  directly  from 
the  atmosphere,  not  from  the  river’.  An  apparently  different  or  previously 
exploited  source  of  food  is  now  available  as  Starlings  frequently  search  for 
invertebrates  by  pushing  over  stones  to  capture  their  prey.  The  table  below 
shows  that  peak  numbers  were  recorded  in  1973,  1975  and  from  1978-85. 

1968  69  70  71  72  73  74  75  76  77  78  79  80  81  82  83  84  85 
Max.  4  3  4  3  6  13  1  20  2  8  15  22  13  14  26  12  27  40 

An  indication  of  the  changing  fauna  on  the  Thames  foreshore  is  provided 
by  samples  of  the  Tubifex  population  taken  in  the  area  of  London  Bridge  in 
1971  and  1975  which  showed  a  great  reduction  (Harrison  and  Grant  1976). 

House  Sparrow 

A  maximum  of  eight  were  seen  at  Waterloo  in  all  months  and  up  to  nine  at 
Westminster  from  February  to  May  and  in  September,  usually  on  river  craft. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  status  since  either  of  the  earlier  studies. 

(b)  Irregular  and  occasional  visitors 

Up  to  three  first-winter  Shags  were  present  at  Waterloo  from  Jan.  31st  to 
May  31st  1979.  Divine  was  observed  on  this  stretch  on  a  number  of  occasions, 
but  they  could  usually  be  found  roosting,  at  day  or  night,  on  one  of  the 
Waterloo  Bridge  buttresses.  There  were  also  sightings  at  Westminster  during 
theperiod. 

There  were  first-winter  birds  on  a  buoy  at  Westminster  in  1984:  one  on 
Jan.  6th  and  Feb.  27th,  two  on  Mar.  2nd  and  one  on  June  18th. 

In  1985  a  similar  occurrence  to  the  1979  wintering  was  recorded.  The  first 
appeared  on  Jan.  28th,  the  second  on  29th  and  a  third  by  mid-February,  then 
up  to  two  were  present  from  Apr.  10th  until  the  final  sighting  of  one  on  May 
15th.  The  focal  point  was  a  pair  of  buttresses  on  the  upstream  and 
downstream  sides  of  Hungerford  Bridge  f  situated  between  the  1,000  metres 
stretch  of  river  between  Westminster  ana  Waterloo  Bridges)  where  diurnal 
and  nocturnal  roosting  took  place.  The  first- winters  were  often  seen 
successfully  fishing  between  Lambeth  and  Waterloo  Bridges. 

One  flew  upstream  at  Westminster  on  Dec.  24th  1985. 

As  these  ly79  and  1985  records  coincided  with  very  cold  winters  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  Shags  survived  in  the  Thames  for  lengthy  periods 
thereafter,  particularly  as  Moon’s  (1984)  figures  show  that  over  16% 
reaching  the  London  Area  from  1900-1981  subsequently  died. 

Mute  Swans  were  not  seen  at  Westminster  from  1979-81,  but  there  were 
records  in  1976  (4),  1978  (1),  1982  (1)  and  1983  (2)  of  one  to  six.  At  Waterloo 
swans  occurred  in  all  months,  except  May,  although  not  in  every  month  of 
each  year  from  1979-81.  Apart  from  nine  on  Nov.  12th  1979  the  maximum 
was  four. 

The  species  was  abundant  at  Waterloo  from  1951-53  reaching  average 
monthly  low  tide  counts  of  15  to  37  in  all  months,  except  March  and  April. 
They  were  most  often  to  be  found  resting  or  preening  on  the  extensive 
stretches  of  shingle  and  feeding  was  usually  earned  out  on  the  south  bank. 
Even  though  theloading  of  rubbish  barges  from  the  open  jetty  ceased  in  early 
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1953  the  lack  of  food  supply  from  this  source  was  partly  compensated  by  that 
obtained  from,  and  near,  a  Thames-side  restaurant  as  evidently  there  was  no 
reduction  in  numbers.  The  less  suitable  conditions  at  Lambeth  accounted  for 
their  infrequent  occurrences  during  the  same  period  and  indicated  the 
uneven  distribution  of  the  species  on  the  Thames. 

The  decline  of  the  Mute  Swan  in  Britain  has  received  considerable 
attention  since  the  1970s  which  has  pointed  to  lead  poisoning  as  the  major 
cause  (Ogilvie  1981).  The  causes  of  the  dramatic  decline  at  Waterloo 
between  the  two  studies  are,  however,  not  necessarily  due  to  lead  poisoning 
alone  as  Oliver  (1982)  suggested  that  another  environmental  factor,  without 
specifying  which,  was  also  possible  for  the  decline  in  the  London  Area. 

Grey  Herons  were  recorded  on  five  occasions  at  Waterloo  in  1979/80  and 
twice  at  Westminster  in  1981,  also  once  there  in  1971  and  1978  and  thrice  in 
1983.  The  12  records  were  from  March  to  August  and  in  October,  of  which 
ten  relate  to  single  birds  flying  upstream  or  downstream. 

On  Apr.  6th  1979  a  heron  that  flew  upstream  over  Blackfriars  Bridge  was 
pursued  by  a  Herring  Gull,  then  by  Common  Gulls  and  Carrion  Crows 
before  landing  on  top  of  a  moored  river  craft.  Most  of  the  gulls  at  Waterloo 
(c.40)  joined  m  their  disapproval  of  the  heron’s  presence  by  mobbing.  At 
high  tide  on  Apr.  30th  1980  one  rested  on  the  water  for  a  few  seconds  close  to 
the  National  Theatre  before  flying  off. 

Tufted  Ducks  were  seen  in  all  of  the  years  from  1979-81  at  Westminster  and 
Waterloo  where  the  largest  counts  of  31  and  41 +,  respectively,  were  both 
made  on  Dec.  24th  1981.  These  records  and  others,  includingthose  outside 
the  1979-81  period,  was  often  associated  with  cold  weather.  The  33  records 
from  1971-85  show  that  none  was  in  April  and  September,  but  almost  half 
(16)  were  in  January  with  the  eight  involving  over  ten  birds  occurring  from 
December  to  February.  Ten  of  the  observations  involved  Tufteds  flying 
along  the  river,  but  amongst  the  others  diving  was  frequent,  suggesting  that 
food  was  available  although  not  sufficiently  to  attract  the  species  regularly. 
The  earlier  studies  on  both  stretches  also  revealed  this  diving  duel  as  an 
occasional  visitor. 

There  were  three  May  records  of  Common  Sandpipers:  one  at  Waterloo  on 
2nd  in  1979  and  on  23rd  in  1980  and  two  at  Westminster  on  13th  in  1980. 

Common/Arctk  Terns  were  seen  on  four  occasions  at  Waterloo  in  1979 
and  11  times  at  Westminster  in  1977,  1979  and  from  1982-85.  All  records 
except  for  two  in  June  1984,  were  in  August  and  September,  usually 
involving  one  or  two  migrants  following  the  course  of  the  river,  although  a 
maximum  of  13  moved;  downstream  on  Sept.  6th  1982.  However,  the 
Waterloo  records  included  terns  diving  and  picking  from  the  water  surface. 
On  Aug.  14th  1979  at  Westminster  a  first-summer  Common  Tern  fed  whilst 
standing  in  shallow  water  and  by  plunging  into  the  river  from  an  estimated 
height  of  one  to  two  metres. 

A  Grey  Wagtail  was  at  Waterloo  on  Oct.  15th  1980  and  Feb.  11th  1981.  At 
Westminster  there  were  20  records  (18  of  one  and  two  of  two)  from  October 
to  January  in  1971,  1972,  1980,  1981  and  1983-85. 

Pied  Wagtails  occurred  singly  at  Waterloo  on  Oct.  10th  and  Nov.  20th 
1979.  From  1979-81  there  were  12  records  of  one  or  two  from  October  to 
March  at  Westminster.  Other  records  from  1971-73,  1975-78  and  1982-85 
follow  the  same  winter  pattern.  In  June  1973  three  juveniles  of  a  family, 
which  presumably  nested  nearby,  were  fed  by  adults  with  food  obtained  on  a 
barge  where  they  gathered.  There  were  also  isolated  records  in  August  and 
September  1975. 

A  Moorhen  was  swimming  at  Waterloo  on  Feb.  6th  1979  and  at 
Westminster  on  Jan.  16th  1982. 

One  Swallow  was  feeding  around  a  moored  barge  at  Waterloo  on  July  20th 
1982  and  may  have  been  one  of  a  pair  reported  at  Bankside  Power  Station, 
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just  downstream  from  Blackfriars  Bridge,  earlier  that  summer  (London 
Natural  History  Society  1983). 

On  June  7th  1979  a  Black  Redstart  visited  the  foreshore  near  the  National 
Theatre.  This  was  not  unexpected  because  the  species  frequents  the  adjacent 
south  side  at  Waterloo. 

The  following  11  species  were  recorded  at  Westminster: 

Little  Grebe:  one  on  Feb.  15th  1978. 

Great  Crested  Grebe:  one  on  Feb.  7th  1979,  three  on  Jan.  16th  and  one  on  19th  1982 
and  Mar.  26th  and  Oct.  15th  1984. 

Canada  Goose:  on  May  4th  1984  one  flew  upstream  and  settled  on  the  foreshore  at 
Lambeth. 

Pochard:  three  of  the  four  records  involve  one  to  four  flying  on  June  27th  1978,  Oct. 
13th  1980,  Dec.  21st  1981  and  Jan.  16th  1982. 

Pintail:  a  pair,  probably  from  St.  James’s  Park  collection,  flew  downstream  on  May  5th 
and  15th  1978. 

Oystercatcher:  one  flew  downstream  on  Sept.  2nd  1981. 

Little  Gull:  a  first-winter  on  Aug.  28th  1974. 

Kitthrake:  one  on  Apr.  24th  1980,  Jan.  14th  and  June  6th  1983  and  May  2nd  1985. 
Turtle  Dove:  following  a  morning  of  heavy  rain  one  on  the  foreshore  on  Oct.  16th  1980. 
Blackbird:  two  foreshore  records  of  one  on  May  30th  1978  and  two  on  Jan.  11th  1985. 

Goldfinch:  five  on  Dec.  12th  1984,  two  on  Jan.  9th  and  one  on  Mar.  28th  1985  visited 
the  foreshore  adjoining  Victoria  Tower  Gardens.  Their  behaviour,  apart  from 
drinking,  suggested  that  food  was  being  obtained,  the  most  likely  source  being  the 
fallen  seeds  from  the  overhanging  London  planes. 
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Ringing  Report  for  1985 

J.  D.  Hook 

The  response  to  this  year’s  request  to  ringing  groups  and  individual  ringers  to 
submit  their  outstanding  recoveries  ana  controls  exceeded  that  of  previous 
years,  and  several  additional  ringers  also  submitted  details.  The  majority  of 
annual  ringing  totals  received  showed  a  decrease  compared  with  1984  totals. 
It  was  surprising  to  note  that  the  highest  number  of  birds  ringed  during  the 
year  was  attained  by  an  individual  ringer  ( J.  P.  Widgery)  operating  at  two 
sites  within  the  Area.  His  total  of  6,856  (6,210  in  Potters  Bar  and  646  in 
Regent’s  Park)  exceeded  the  highest  group  ringing  total  by  1,170  birds. 
Weather  conditions  were  partly  responsible  for  the  general  decrease  in  the 
number  of  birds  ringed.  Severe  conditions  from  Jan.  5th  to  18th  and  again 
from  Feb.  8th  to  24th,  curtailed  ringing  activities  other  than  at  locations 
where  a  regular  supply  of  food  was  available  for  the  birds.  Such  locations 
include  the  Royal  Parks  where,  during  the  cold  spells,  influxes  resulted  in 
above  normal  numbers  of  Tufted  Ducks  and  Black-headed  Gulls  being 
ringed.  Unusual  species  ringed  during  the  cold  spells  included  a  Great 
Crested  Grebe  which  was  found  wandering  across  the  Inner  Circle  road,  no 
doubt  seeking  some  open  water.  A  Woodcock  was  picked  up  in  Regent’s 
Park  and  another  was  brought  into  the  park,  both  birds  were  exhausted  and 
were  hand  fed  until  they  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  released. 

Several  ringers  reported  a  substantial  drop  in  the  number  of  Greenfinches 
passing  through  the  Area  during  March  and  April.  Only  four  birds,  that  had 
been  ringed  in  southwestern  counties  during  the  winter  months,  were 
controlled,  compared  with  16  during  the  same  period  in  1984.  Six  others, 
ringed  in  the  London  Area  during  March  and  April,  were  controlled,  or 
found  dead,  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  during  April  and  May. 

Adverse  weather  conditions  throughout  April  did  not  appear  to  affect  the 
breeding  of  resident  Blackbirds  and  Song  Thrushes,  since  the  number  of 
birds  ringed  at  the  pullus  stage  appeared  to  be  higher  than  in  recent  years. 
The  breeding  success  rate  of  both  Blue  and  Great  Tits  using  nest-boxes 
showed  a  considerable  increase  compared  with  the  very  low  rates  reported  in 
1984.  A  ‘better  season’  was  reported  from  the  east  of  the  Area,  but  no 
indication  of  the  success  rate  was  given.  A  clearer  indication  of  the 
improvement  can  be  seen  in  the  following  figures  submitted  by  the 
Runnymede  R.G.  (at  a  site  with  a  set  number  of  nestboxes)  over  the  last  four 
years. 


1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Blue  Tit 

136 

132 

39 

105 

Great  Tit 

48 

122 

37 

84 

Although  based  on  limited  data  it  seems  that  the  number  of  pulli  ringed  of 
several  species  during  June  compared  favourably  with  1984  totals.  This  is 
rather  surprising  considering  the  wet  and  windy  conditions  which  prevailed 
for  a  considerable  part  of  the  month  -  the  7th  was  the  coldest  June  day  since 
1961.  At  Rye  Meads  59  young  Canada  Geese  and  89  Common  Terns  were 
ringed;  another  seven  young  Common  Terns  were  ringed  at  Yeoveney  G.P. 

The  overall  total  of  summer  migrants  ringed  (including  autumn  passage 
birds)  was  slightly  down  compared  with  the  1984  total,  although  several 
individual  species’  totals  were  higher.  The  nationwide  decrease  in  Sand 
Martin  numbers  was  again  obvious.  At  Rye  Meads  only  15  of  this  species 
were  ringed  compared  with  222  in  1983,  before  the  drastic  decline.  Yellow 
Wagtail  ringing  totals  showed  a  considerable  decrease  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  The  explanation  given  by  the  Runnymede  R.G.  for  the 
decrease  in  their  total  was  that  the  autumn  roost  at  Bedfont  Quarry  failed  to 
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materialise.  The  only  other  summer  migrant  species  to  show  a  significant 
decrease  in  the  ringing  totals  were  Sedge  and  Reed  Warblers,  although  the 
Dartford  Group’s  totals  showed  an  increase  compared  with  their  1984  totals. 
Ringing  totals  for  House  Martin,  Lesser  Whitethroat,  Blackcap  and  Willow 
Warbler  were  above  average. 

The  number  of  Blackbirds  and  Song  Thrushes  caught  between  late 
October  and  the  end  of  the  year  showed  an  increase  compared  with  the  poor 
totals  trapped  during  the  same  period  in  1984.  Only  a  small  number  of  Tree 
Sparrows  were  ringed  during  the  late  autumn,  the  time  of  year  when 
normally  good  numbers  are  present.  Another  cold  spell  towards  the  end  of 
November  again  resulted  in  above  normal  numbers  of  Black-headed  Gulls 
being  ringed  in  the  Royal  parks.  December  appeared  to  be  a  quiet  month, 
the  only  reports  worthy  of  mention  were  the  numbers  of  Redwing  and  Siskin 
ringed  by  various  ringers. 

Probaoly  the  most  outstanding  bird  ringed  during  the  year  was  a  Little 
Bunting,  which  was  trapped  at  Rye  Meads  on  May  3rd. 

SELECTED  LATE  RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR  1983-1984 
AND  NOTES  OF  INTEREST 

Late  1983  recoveries  included  a  Teal  ringed  at  Rye  Meads,  Herts,  on  Dec. 
6th  1981  which  was  shot  at  Emden,  Weser-Ems,  German  F.R. ,  on  Dec.  15th, 
518  km  east-northeast.  Two  Reed  Warblers  were  controlled  at  Sanlucar  De 
Barramedar,  Cadiz,  Spain,  one  which  had  been  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  June 
15th  1980  was  controlled  on  Apr.  26th  and  another  bird  ringed  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  Middx,  on  Aug.  11th  1982  was  controlled  on  May  7th,  1,691  km 
southwest. 

There  were  two  late  1984  duck  recoveries.  A  Teal  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Jan.  1st  was  shot  near  Stegemark,  Mon,  Sjaelland,  Denmark  on  Sept.  1st, 
889  km  east-northeast  ana  a  Tufted  Duck  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Feb. 
11th  1981  was  found  dead  near  Urk,  Ijsselmeerpolders,  Netherlands  on  Sept. 
25th,  413  km  east-northeast.  Other  1984  recoveries  included  a  Sparrowhawk 
ringed  at  Arlesley,  Hitchin,  Herts,  on  June  18th  1983,  which  was  accidentally 
shot  during  a  Woodpigeon  shoot  at  Chorleywood,  Herts,  on  Dec.  9th.  A 
Snipe  ringed  at  Bedfont  Quarry,  Middx,  on  Dec.  9th  1979  was  recovered  by  a 
cat  near  Radekhov,  Ivov,  USSR  on  Aug.  2nd,  1,768  km  east  -  an  unusual 
method  of  recovery  for  this  species.  Two  Black-headed  Gulls  were  control¬ 
led  in  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Nov.  28th  had  been  ringed  as  a  chick  at  Hattula, 
Hame,  Finland  on  June  16th,  1,842  km  southwest;  the  other  control  on  Dec. 
21st,  had  been  ringed  at  Huizen,  Noord-Holland,  Netherlands  on  Nov.  21st 
1971,  380  km  west.  Another  bird  of  this  species  ringed  at  Dartford  S.F.  on 
Dec.  27th  1981  was  found  at  Lomonosov,  Leningrad,  USSR  on  Jan.  5th, 
2,031  km  northeast.  A  Blackbird  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Nov.  28th 
1982  was  found  dead  at  St.  Oedenrode,  Noord-Brabant,  Netherlands  on 
Nov.  15th,  411  km  east-southeast  and  another  bird  of  this  species  at  Rye 
Meads  on  Oct.  23rd  1983  was  found  dead  at  Oosterzele,  Oost-Vlanderen, 
Belgium  on  Sept.  20th,  279  km  southeast.  A  Chiffchaff  ringed  at  Castricum, 
Noord-Holland,  Netherlands  on  Nov.  1st  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  37 
days  later,  326  km  west-southwest  -  this  is  the  first  London  record  of  a  winter 
movement  from  the  Continent  of  this  species.  Lastly,  a  Starling  ringed  at  Rye 
Meads  on  Jan.  14th  1978  was  found  dead  at  Postavy,  Vitebsk,  USSR  on  June 
1st,  1,814  km  east-northeast. 

RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR  1985  AND  NOTES  OF 
INTEREST 

A  Canada  Goose  ringed  as  a  gosling  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  July  11th 
1981  was  present  at  Pymmes  Park,  Upper  Edmonton,  N18  on  Aug.  5th, 
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another  of  this  species  present  on  the  same  date  had  been  ringed  at  Petworth 
Park,  Sussex  on  July  1st  1982.  There  were  four  foreign  recoveries  of  Tufted 
Ducks  ringed  in  the  Royal  parks  during  the  winter  months.  The  first  was 
ringed  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Dec.  23rd  1976,  retrapped  in  the  park  on 
Nov.  9th  1978,  and  then  ‘found  dead  in  trap’  at  Kuopio,  Finland  on  May 
22nd,  2,086  km  northeast.  The  second  was  ringed  in  St.  James’s  Park  on  Dec. 
23rd  1980  and  controlled  at  Sjaelland,  Denmark  on  Apr.  21st,  955  km  east; 
the  third  was  ringed  in  St.  James’s  Park  on  Jan.  26th  and  shot  at 
Arkhangelsk,  USSR  on  May  20th,  3,047  km  east.  The  fourth  recovery,  which 
had  been  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Mar.  4th,  was  found  dead  at  Lake 
Onezhskaye,  Karelia,  USSR  on  May  16th,  2,472  km  east-northeast.  A  Coot 
ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug.  19th  1981  was  killed  by  a  dog  at  Kelling,  Holt, 
Norfolk  on  Mar.  23rd.  There  were  no  reports  of  any  wader  species  nnged  in 
the  London  Area  being  recovered  abroad.  A  Dunlin  ringed  at  Kammers- 
lusen,  Jylland,  Denmark  on  Sept.  21st  1984  and  which  was  controlled  at 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent  on  Mar.  2nd,  703  km  southwest,  was  the  only 
foreign  ringed  wader  recovery  within  the  Area. 

There  were  21  foreign  recoveries  or  field  sightings  of  Black-headed  Gulls* 
ringed  in  Central  London  and  at  Dartford,  Kent,  during  winter  months. 
Eight  were  recovered  in  Denmark,  one  in  Finland,  four  in  the  German  F.R. , 
one  in  Latvia,  two  in  Lithuania,  two  in  the  Netherlands  and  three  in  Sweden. 
Ten  were  controlled,  five  were  shot,  three  were  found  dead,  one  caught  in  a 
net  and  two  were  field  records.  Two  of  the  recoveries  which  had  been  ringed 
in  St.  James’s  Park  during  November  1984  were  controlled  in  Denmark, 
where  darvic  rings  were  added  in  March  and  April,  both  birds  were  identified 
by  these  rings  back  in  St.  James’s  Park  during  October  and  November. 
Another  returning  bird  of  this  species  was  nnged  in  Regent’s  Park  in 
February  1983,  identified  a  month  later  in  the  German  F.R.  and  then 
retrapped  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Nov.  22nd.  The  other  field  sighting 
concerned  a  bird  which  had  been  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  in  November  1980, 
then  identified  in  Denmark  during  April  and  July  1984,  and  lastly  controlled 
at  Malmo,  Malmohus,  Sweden  on  May  29th.  Two  foreign  ringed  Black¬ 
headed  Gulls  were  recovered  in  the  London  Area,  the  first  was  ringed  as  a 
nestling  at  Naaninka,  Kuopion,  Laani,  Finland  on  June  23rd  1982  and  found 
dead  at  Staines  Res.  on  Feb.  24th,  a  distance  of  2,099  km;  the  other  bird 
ringed  as  an  adult  at  Posthuiswad,  Vieland,  Netherlands  on  May  6th  1971 
was  controlled  at  Dartford  S.F.  on  Feb.  10th,  nearly  14years  later.  The  only 
Common  Gull  recoveiy  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Duinpark,  Texel,  Netherlands  as 
a  nestling  on  July  5th  1984  and  found  dead  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  25th. 
Recoveries  of  Common  Terns  ringed  as  nestlings  in  the  London  Area  are,  for 
the  most  part,  birds  on  their  first  migration,  or  in  their  wintering  quarters, 
along  the  West  African  coast.  One  ringed  at  Yeoveney  G.P.  was  ‘caught’  at 
Bonyere,  Ghana  on  Apr.  24th,  5,159  km  south.  A  local  recovery  of  this 
species  was  one  ringed  as  a  chick  at  Rye  Meads  on  June  5th  1977,  and  which 
was  disentangled  from  some  fishing  line  at  Hoddesdon,  Herts  on  June  23rd. 

The  only  owl  recovery  was  a  Tawny  which  had  been  ringed  at  Enfield  on 
May  8th  1981  as  a  juvenile  and  found  dead  at  Harrow,  Miodx.  on  May  10th. 
The  only  Swift  recovery  of  note  was  a  bird  ringed  in  the  nest  at  the  University 
Museum,  Oxford  on  Aug.  31st  1984  and  controlled  in  Regent’s  Park  on  June 
26th.  There  were  no  foreign  recoveries  of  any  hirundine  species.  The  farthest 
British  recoveries  were:  a  Sand  Martin  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug.  4th  1984 
and  controlled  at  Earls  Barton  G.P.,  Northampton  on  July  25th;  a  Swallow 
ringed  at  Spurn  Point,  Humberside  on  Aug.  12th  1983  and  controlled  at  Rye 
Meads  on  Sept.  13th  and  a  House  Martin  ringed  at  Beachy  Head,  Sussex  on 
Oct.  13th  1984  and  controlled  by  the  Rye  Meads  R.G.  on  July  14th.  A  Pied 

*  For  details  of  further  field  sightings  see  Gosling  (p.  156-169). 
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Wagtail  ringed  at  Maple  Cross,  Herts,  on  July  14th  and  killed  by  a  cat  at 
Colchester,  Essex  on  Mar.  19th  was  the  only  Motacilla  recovered  over  100 
kms.  A  Wren  ringed  at  Buckland  S.P.  on  Oct.  22nd  1983  was  found  dying  at 
Belmont,  Surrey  on  Feb.  2nd,  11  km  away  -  a  fair  distance  for  this  species. 
An  exceptional  movement  for  a  Robin  was  one  ringed  at  Sevenoaks,  Kent  on 
Feb.  25th  1984  and  which  was  controlled  at  Thombury ,  Avon  on  Nov.  2nd  -  a 
distance  of  193  km.  Mention  has  been  made  in  previous  ringing  reports  of 
thrush  species  tending  to  be  nomadic,  so  far  as  their  winter  quarters  are 
concerned;  birds  ringed  one  winter  in  this  country  are  often  recovered  on 
similar  dates  in  following  years  in  other  countries.  An  outstanding  example 
of  this  was  a  Fieldfare  wmch  was  ringed  at  Stonehill  Farm,  Wilmington,  Kent 
on  Jan.  2nd  1984  and  shot  at  Stazione-Fontevecchia,  Ostuni,  Southern  Italy 
on  Feb.  24th,  1,779  km  south-southeast.  Another  Fieldfare  ringed  at  West 
Thurrock,  Essex  on  Dec.  23rd  1984  was  found  dead  at  Lake  Mjom, 
Alvsborg,  Sweden  on  Apr.  19th,  1,059  km  northeast.  A  Blackbird  ringed  at 
Oosterbierium,  Friesland,  Netherlands  was  controlled  at  Potters  Bar,  Herts, 
on  Mar.  2nd,  423  km  west-southwest.  Another  bird  of  this  species  ringed  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx,  on  Dec.  3rd  1983  was  found  dead  at  Bottrah, 
Kirchkellen,  Dusseldorf,  German  F.R.  on  Aug.  3rd,  511  km  east  (see  Fig.  1). 


Fig.  1.  Continental  recoveries  of  Blackbirds  ringed  in  the  London  Area  during  the 
winter  months  and  recovered  in  spring  and  summer. 


An  interesting  Sedge  Warbler  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Shannon 
Airport,  Clare,  Eire  on  July  25th  and  controlled  at  Buckland  S.P.  on  Aug. 
21st,  616  km  east.  A  Reed  Warbler  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  4th 
1984  was  found  dead  at  Vieux-Boucau  Les  Bains,  Landes,  France,  S49  km 
south.  The  Runnymede  R.G.  reported  that  a  Reed  Warbler  ringed  as  a 
juvenile  on  Aug.  14th  1977  was  retrapped  in  1982, 1984  and  again  this  year. 
There  have  been  several  Blackcap  recoveries  in  recent  years  from  Morocco, 
nearly  all  recovery  forms  have  shown  the  method  of  recovery  as  ‘caught’  and 
this  year  was  no  exception;  a  bird  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug.  4th  1984  was 
‘caught’  at  Rhafsai,  Fes,  Morocco  on  Mar.  14th,  1,946  km  south-southwest. 
A  Cniffchaff  ringed  at  Dunford  Mill,  Hungerford,  Berks,  on  July  29th  1984 
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and  controlled  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  13th  1984  was  retrapped  back  at 
Dunford  Mill  on  June  28th.  Ketrap  data  on  Willow  Warblers  again  showed 
that  a  fairly  substantial  number  of  birds  ringed  in  previous  years  returned  to 
their  breeding  territories  including  one  which  had  been  ringed  in  1981, 
another  returned  to  Mitcham  Common,  Surrey  for  the  third  consecutive 
year. 

The  farthest  Blue  Tit  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  the  Queen  Mary  Res. 
on  Jan.  1st  1984  which  was  found  dead  near  Lower  Seeding,  Sussex  on  Mar. 
17th,  43  km  away.  Another  Blue  Tit  set  up  a  new  longevity  record  for  the 
Hersham  R.G.  when  it  was  retrapped  16  years  and  192  days  after  the  original 
ringing  date.  The  farthest  Great  Tit  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Streatham 
Common  and  controlled  at  East  Grinstead,  34  km  away.  There  were  no 
foreign  or  outstanding  British  Starling  recoveries.  A  long-living  individual 
was  retrapped  by  the  Hersham  R.G.  just  over  nine  years  after  the  original 
ringing  date.  A  Jay  first  ringed  at  Joydens  Wood,  Kent  on  Oct.  5th  1975was 
retrapped  at  the  same  place  on  June  16th  -  nearly  ten  years  later.  A 
Chaffinch  ringed  at  Oostvardersdyk,  Zuid  Flevolands,  Netherlands  on  Oct. 
25th  1983  and  controlled  at  Potters  Bar  on  Mar.  13th,  379  km  west,  was  the 
only  foreign  ringed  bird  of  this  species  recovered.  Mention  has  already  been 
made  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  Greenfinches  controlled  in  the 
London  Area  during  March  and  April,  one  which  had  not  been  wintering  in 
southwestern  counties  was  controlled  at  Potters  Bar  on  Apr.  15th  having 
been  ringed  at  Handforth,  Wilmslow,  Cheshire  on  Feb.  9th.  The  only 
Continental  Redpoll  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Dartford  Heath,  Kent  on 
Sept.  27th  which  was  found  injured  and  taken  into  care  at  Llangenburg, 
Gelderland,  Netherlands  on  Dec.  16th,  431  km  east.  The  only  Bullfinch 
movement,  other  than  local  recoveries,  was  one  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res. 
on  Nov.  7th  1981  and  found  dead  at  Sutton  Valence,  Maidstone,  Kent  on 
Jan.  15th,  77  km  away.  Mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  ringing  report  of  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  Reed  Buntings  feeding  in  suburban  gardens  during 
the  winter  months;  one  originally  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug.  14th  1983 
was  controlled  in  a  garden  at  Potters  Bar  on  Jan.  1st  1984  then  retrapped  at 
Rye  Meads  on  Apr.  21st  1984  and  finally  controlled  in  the  same  garden  at 
Potters  Bar  on  Mar.  10th.  Another  Reed  Bunting  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Sept.  29th  1984  and  controlled  at  Kingsworthy,  Hants,  on  Nov.  25th  1984  was 
retrapped  at  Rye  Meads  on  Oct.  19th. 
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F.  H.  Jones,  28  Jordan  Road,  Greenford,  Middlesex. 
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Notes 


200  Species  in  a  Year 

The  wealth  of  birds  that  can  be  seen  in  London  today  is  quite  extraordinary 
and  is  perhaps  not  fully  appreciated  by  all  the  readers  of  this  report.  The 
number  of  contributors  to  the  LBR  and  the  number  of  species  recorded  each 
year  have  risen  steadily  since  the  Second  World  War.  The  report  for  1947,  for 
example,  gives  details  for  125  species  sent  in  by  204  observers;  59  common 
birds  are  not  mentioned  in  the  report  so  that  the  year’s  total  was  184.  In  the 
1984  LBR  there  are  records  of  220  species  seen  by  502  observers.  This 
number  of  species  compares  well  to  the  annual  totals  of  some  coastal  counties 
and  one  wonders  when  the  increase  will  tail  off,  if  it  ever  does.  It  is  clear  that 
part  of  the  reason  for  London’s  high  total  must  be  the  strong  coverage 
achieved  in  an  area  with  such  a  huge  concentration  of  people.  Many  coastal 
counties  would  benefit  from  the  presence  of  500  observers!  On  the  debit  side, 
London  has  lost  valuable  breeding  species  and  breeding  habitats  but  there 
has  been  some  compensation  in  the  form  of  new  reservoirs  and  gravel  pits. 
These  are  great  areas  for  concentrating  both  birds  and  observers  so  that  the 
modem  incidence  of  scarce  or  rare  migrants  is  higher  than  it  has  ever  been  in 
the  past.  Wader  habitat  is  becoming  rare,  through  modernisation  of 
sewage-farms  and  the  draining  of  the  east  London  marshes,  but  many  species 
can  be  recorded  at  one  of  the  large  reservoirs  when  it  is  drained,  as  Staines 
was  in  1985. 

Against  this  background  of  rising  observer  coverage  and  ever-changing 
habitats  could  be  put  a  personal  question.  How  many  species  could  one 
observer  see  in  modem  London  in  just  one  year?  I  had  already  discovered 
that  a  total  over  180  was  possible,  rivalling  the  massed  efforts  of  204 
observers  in  1947.  Could  a  much  greater  number  be  achieved?  The  following 
account  describes  my  efforts  at  finding  out. 

For  me,  1985  began  in  inauspicious  fashion  with  my  car’s  throttle  cable 
snapping!  The  bird  variety  began  to  improve  following  snowfalls  on  the  night 
of  JANUARY  5th  but  it  was  the  weekend  of  the  19th  &  20th  that  produced 
the  most  dramatic  arrivals.  It  was  only  at  this  stage  that  I  decided  to  try  for  a 
big  year  list.  The  month  was  very  memorable  ancfrewarding  and  I  was  able  to 
see  all  three  divers,  all  five  grebes,  Shag,  Bewick’s  Swan,  Velvet  Scoter, 
Red-breasted  Merganser,  Hen  Harrier,  Mediterranean,  Iceland  and 
Glaucous  Gulls,  Firecrest,  Bearded  Tit,  Twite  and  Snow  Bunting.  The 
undoubted  highlights,  though,  were  a  Dartford  Warbler  in  Bushy  Park  on 
the  3rd,  a  Woodlark  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  19th  and  two  Bean  Geese 
near  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  the  21st  (which  I  should  have  seen  the  day 
before!).  At  the  end  of  the  month  the  total  was  already  a  respectable  116. 

In  FEBRUARY  I  was  away  on  holiday  from  the  9th  but  there  was  time  to 
encounter  two  Merlins  together  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  2nd.  I  returned  on 
MARCH  2nd  to  find  that  the  severe  weather  had  ended  and  I  was  too  late  to 
catch  up  with  Bittern  and  Lone-eared  Owl.  However  I  was  very  fortunate  to 
see  the  elusive  Great  Grey  Shrike  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  the  10th  and  the 
year’s  rarest  bird,  the  Sociable  Plover  at  Dartford  Marsh,  was  the  reward  for 
a  trip  before  work  on  the  21st.  The  total  stood  at  132  after  the  31st  with  Little 
Gull  and  Spotted  Redshank  (both  rather  out  of  season)  added  that  day 

The  year  list  rose  by  31  during  APRIL.  The  expected  summer  visitors 
began  to  come  in  and  on  the  6th  I  saw  a  trio  of  awkward  woodland  residents 
made  up  by  Marsh  Tit,  Willow  Tit  and  Hawfinch.  In  mid-month  Ham  Lands 
most  usefully  provided  Redstart  and  Ring  Ouzel  on  consecutive  days.  Later 
Staines  Res.  began  to  attract  the  hoped-for  waders,  including  both  god  wits. 
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as  well  as  a  surorise  Grasshopper  Warbler,  but  it  was  nearby  Wraysbury  Res. 
that  produced  the  bird  of  the  month  in  the  shape  of  London’s  third  ever 
Short-toed  Lark. 

In  early  MAY  a  few  more  summer  visitors  were  added,  including 
Nightingale  and  a  lucky  Pied  Flycatcher  both  at  Hainault  Forest.  Staines 
Res.  came  up  with  more  useful  waders,  including  an  excellent  double  of  a 
Temminck’s  Stint  and  three  Avocets  on  the  13th.  From  this  point  onwards  I 
was  already  in  the  awkward  position  of  needing  just  a  handful  of  further 
migrants  and  winter  visitors.  It  came  as  a  considerable  surprise  and  bonus  on 
the  23rd  when  I  found  an  Ortolan  Bunting  at  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  only  the  ninth 
record  for  London.  With  this  I  finished  the  month  at  178. 

JUNE  promised  to  be  quiet,  apart  from  the  attractive  sight  of  Nightjars 
hawking  at  Broxboume  Woods.  However  Staines  Res.  again  produced  a  nice 
double  on  the  3rd  of  three  Little  Terns  and  two  Curlew  Sandpipers.  Spotted 
Flycatchers  seemed  scarce  and  I  only  caught  up  with  this  bird  on  the  26th!  At 
the  half-year  mark  I  stood  on  182  and  knew  that  an  uphill  struggle  was  ahead 
for  the  remaining  six  months. 

The  only  addition  of  JULY  was  Little  Stint  at  Staines.  On  AUGUST  18th  I 
saw  Sandwich  Tern  also  at  Staines  to  fill  an  important  gap,  though  the 
acquisition  of  Red-crested  Pochard  there  on  the  24th  was  probably  less  well 
grounded!  My  hopes  now  lay  almost  entirely  in  unpredictable  birds  and 
fortunately  SEPTEMBER  came  to  the  fore  in  excellent  fashion.  On  the  1st  a 
Manx  Shearwater  appeared  at  Wraysbury  Res.  to  be  followed  by  the  rarity  of 
the  autumn,  a  Long-tailed  Skua  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  6th.  On  the  14th  a 
Purple  Heron  obligingly  showed  at  Dartford  Marsh  but  I  was  then  shattered 
to  arrive  at  Staines  Res.  to  hear  that  a  Marsh  Harrier  had  departed  five 
minutes  earlier.  I  searched  Heathrow  Airport  for  an  hour  without  success, 
then  returned  to  Staines  Res.  to  find  the  harrier  had  returned  also!  The  next 
day  a  Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  provided  a  more  straightfor¬ 
ward  addition  but  my  luck  was  very  much  in  on  the  22nd  when  I  was  the  only 
observer  to  see  a  young  Red-backed  Shrike  at  Kempton,  apart  from  the  two 
finders.  The  seventh  gain  of  the  month  was  a  remarkably  early  (and  rare  at 
any  time)  Shore  Lark  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  on  the  29th. 

Everything  was  going  very  well.  I  had  not  missed  an  important  and 
obtainable  bird,  I  was  on  192,  and  there  was  the  distinct  feeling  that  200  was 
on  the  cards,  a  figure  I  had  barely  dreamt  of  back  in  January.  A  Pomarine 
Skua  at  Staines  Res.  on  OCTOBER  4th  was  that  month’s  only  addition, 
though  a  very  fine  one.  NOVEMBER  produced  a  trio  of  quite  easily  seen 
birds,  led  by  the  Eider  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  the  5th,  then  a  very  late  and 
very  welcome  Arctic  Skua  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  the  12th  and  finally  two 
Long-tailed  Ducks  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  the  22nd,  a  species  that  had  been 
‘missing’  in  January. 

I  entered  DECEMBER  with  four  to  go  and  had  a  terrific  fluke  on  the  7th 
when  I  found  a  Bittern  while  looking  for  a  completely  elusive  Cetti’s 
Warbler.  Three  days  later  a  mid-week  phone  call  led  me  to  a  lunch-time 
Brent  Goose  at  Staines  Res.  However,  by  the  21st  I  was  still  on  198  and  in 
some  desperation  I  tried  the  west  Middlesex  Long-eared  Owl  roost  of  the 
previous  winter,  to  be  overjoyed  by  the  sight  of  two  returned  birds.  I  had  now 
personally  found  two  of  the  four  species  I  needed,  an  unlikely  ratio  at  this  late 
stage,  but  was  still  one  short.  On  the  27th  a  Leach’s  Petrel  was  a  surprise  find 
at  Wraysbury  Res.  but  at  this  virtually  12th  hour  I  failed  to  hear  of  the  bird  in 
time.  I  had  finally  missed  an  important  species  and  at  the  most  crucial 
moment!  That  night  I  drove  round  Surrey  and  Kent  in  the  hope  of  Bam  Owl 
but  all  I  found  was  a  patch  of  black  ice  that  sent  me  off  the  road!  Sunday,  Dec. 
28th  was  my  last  chance  in  the  field.  The  Leach’s  proved  to  have  gone,  the 
Cetti’s  stayed  hidden  and  at  nightfall  I  was  left  with  Bam  Owl  as  my  sole  and 
very  slim  hope.  I  slowly  travelled  from  the  Lea  Valley  along  the  M25  to  near 
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the  Dartford  Tunnel  then  went  east  along  the  A13.  At  the  A126 1  turned  off, 
being  near  the  edge  of  the  London  Area,  and  was  absolutely  flabbergasted  to 
see  a  chunky  white  shape  on  a  fence  post  ahead.  I  pulled  in  alongside  and  the 
Barn  Owl  eyed  me  from  a  few  feet  away  before  heading  off  over  the  busy  A 13 
traffic.  I  had  reached  200  at  the  very  last  opportunity! 

Many  of  the  rarer  birds  during  the  year  I  saw  as  a  result  of  phone  calls  and  I 
would  Uke  to  thank  all  the  good  friends  and  contacts,  unfortunately  too  many 
to  name  here,  who  provided  such  willing  help.  In  particular  I  must  mention 
Gavin  Haig  who  also  pursued  a  big  year-list  and  provided  great  competition. 
In  the  end  it  was  my  year  to  be  lucky  (Gavin  finished  on  193)  but  I  am  very 

gateful  to  him  for  regular  help,  including  the  valuable  Brent  Goose  in 
ecember.  1985  was  a  Tot  of  fun,  I  am  not  sure  I  would  do  it  all  again,  but  I 
hope  it  serves  as  an  example  of  how  much  an  individual  can  benefit  from  the 
highly  varied  birdwatching  to  be  had  in  London.  Long  may  this  variety 
continue! 

R.  B.  Hastings,  33  Bracken  Gardens,  Barnes,  London  SW13  9HW. 
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Sociable  Plover  at  Dartford  Marsh  -  new  to  the 
London  Area 

Since  starting  work  in  Dartford  in  December  1984, 1  had  been  looking  at  the 
local  sites  of  ornithological  interest  and  had  identified  the  marshes  east  of  the 
River  Darent  as  one  of  the  best  areas  to  watch  during  late  winter  and  early 
spring.  A  visit  to  the  area  on  Friday,  Mar.  8th  1985  looked  promising,  and, 
scanning  one  small  area  of  short  grass,  ditches  and  a  ploughed  field,  we 
turned  up  Redshank,  Curlew,  Ringed  Plover,  a  darting  Kingfisher  and  over 
100  feeding  Lapwings.  The  light  was  failing  fast  and  we  decided  to  leave.  A 
last  quick  scan  with  the  binoculars  found  a  bird  associating  with  the  Lapwings 
on  short  grass  about  50  metres  from  us.  The  only  features  discernible  in  the 
gloom  were  a  distinct  white  supercilium  and  the  overall  size  of  the  bird,  and 
thoughts  turned  to  an  aberrantly  early  Dotterel.  As  often  seems  the  case  in 
such  situations,  the  bird  disappeared  into  the  gloom  leaving  us  to  speculate  as 
to  the  bird’s  specific  identity. 

A  return  visit  on  Mar.  11th  to  the  same  spot  and  to  the  general  area  on 
Mar.  12th  failed  to  produce  the  bird.  However,  a  week  later,  on  Mar.  19th,  a 
casual  visit  to  the  marshes  brought  myself  and  Sarah  Heath  to  the  same  spot. 
This  time,  conditions  were  much  brighter  and  we  soon  spotted  a  bird  about 
40-60  metres  away  feeding  with  the  Lapwings,  on  the  same  sward  of  grass 
where  we  had  seen  the  ‘mystery  bird’  on  Mar.  8th.  We  very  quickly  realised 
that  it  was  a  Sociable  Plover  in  almost  full  breeding  plumage,  the  following 
description  was  compiled  between  17.20  and  18.10  hrs. 

On  the  ground,  a  largish,  long-legged  bird,  marginally  smaller  (but  much 
slighter)  than  the  neighbouring  Lapwings.  Leg  and  bill  colour  dark,  the  bill  was 
very  similar  in  length  and  shape  to  the  Lapwings’,  but  perhaps  slightly  longer. 

One  of  the  most  obvious  features  was  a  broad,  white  supercilium  meeting  at 
the  nape  and  forehead,  where  it  broadened  out  to  give  a  large  white  area 
forward  of  the  eye.  Below  the  supercilium,  a  darkish  eye-stripe  running  from 
the  bill  through  the  eye,  stopping  half  way  between  the  eye  and  nape.  Above,  a 
dark  brown-blackish  cap  contrasted  with  the  white  supercilium. 

The  upperparts  were  overall  a  grey-pink  with  a  darker  (browner)  area  over 
the  wing-coverts.  A  pale  area  along  the  greater  coverts  was  also  evident.  A 
black  area  between  the  flanks,  tertials  and  black  ends  to  folded  wings 
(primaries)  was  indistinguishable  from  a  black  area  on  the  tail,  which  combined 
in  the  poor  light  to  make  the  bird  appear  much  shorter  in  wing  and  tail  length. 

Underparts-  a  pale  throat  and  slightly  paler  grey-pink  chest  than  upperparts, 
merging  into  a  dark  area  on  the  belly  which  extended  from  well  forward  of  the 
legs  to  a  well  demarcated  line  at  the  under-tail  coverts.  Under-tail  coverts 
white,  extending  to  black  band  on  tail.  Slight  wing  projection. 

Plumage  observed  in  brief  flight  chasing  Lapwing  for  25-30  metres.  Very 
dark  primaries  and  primary-coverts  to  a  distinct  line  at  the  carpal  joint  with 
lesser,  median  and  greater  coverts  appearing  a  uniform  grey-pink,  as  the 
mantle.  Secondaries  contrastingly  in  white,  forming  a  white  wedge  pointed  at 
the  tertials.  White  rump  extending  well  up  lower  back  with  large  wedge  of  black 
on  tail.  Outer  tail  feathers  largely  white.  Feet  projecting  in  flight. 

Behaviour  -  on  ground,  feeding  by  running  one  or  two  metres  then  ‘tipping’ 
forward,  accentuated  by  long  legs.  Chasing  Lapwings  whenever  they 
approached  within  two  or  three  metres,  with  a  low,  horizontal  run  (threatening 
posture). 

Aerial  chase  showed  less  rounded  wings  than  Lapwing’s.  Chase  involved 
quickly  accelerating,  twisting  flight,  then  a  much  more  leisurely,  buoyant  flight 
when  returning  to  its  feeding  area. 

No  calls  were  heard. 
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The  necessary  phone  calls  were  made  bringing  the  expected  small  invasion  of 
Dartford  Marshes  by  birdwatchers,  who  apparently  learned  from  the 
bemused  farmer  that  the  Sociable  Plover  had  been  following  his  plough  quite 
recently! 

It  was  particularly  gratifying  to  see  this  bird,  which  had  strayed  from  its 
Africa  to  Russia  migration  routes,  associating  with  Lapwings  exactly  in  the 
manner  described  in  the  text  books. 

This  bird,  the  first  for  the  London  Area,  and  only  the  26th  for  Britain  and 
Ireland,  stayed  on  the  marshes  until  Apr.  13th  1985  giving  excellent  views 
and  developing  its  handsome  breeding  plumage  much  to  everybody’s 
delight. 

C.  E.  Bealey,  17  Hunter  House ,  Junction  Road ,  Tufnell  Park ,  London  N19 
5QE. 
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Killdeer  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm  -  new  to  the 
London  Area 

At  around  13.45  hrs.  on  Jan.  31st  1983 1  arrived  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm 
intending  a  short  afternoon  visit.  The  weather  was  fine  and  dry  with  a  bright, 
clear  sky  and  light  westerly  wind.  After  fifteen  minutes  or  so  I  was  making  my 
way  along  a  hawthorn  hedgerow  bordering  a  large,  open  grass  field  when  I 
heard  a  loud  and  unfamiliar  call,  seemingly  coming  from  within  a  flock  of  a 
hundred  or  more  Lapwing  resting  in  the  field.  Before  I  could  raise  my 
binoculars  to  scan  the  flock,  however,  they  all  took  off.  The  as  yet  unseen 
bird  was  still  calling  loudly  and  I  was  quickly  able  to  pick  it  up  as  it  flew  away 
from  the  flock  and  over  my  head.  Its  identity  was  immediately  apparent  -  a 
Killdeer.  The  two  broad,  black  breast  bands  were  strikingly  obvious  and 
combined  with  its  size  and  rather  long  tail  to  leave  me  in  no  doubt,  despite  the 
species  being  new  to  me.  Unfortunately  that  view  was  all  I  got,  as  I  could  not 
refind  the  bird  even  though  I  spent  the  rest  of  the  afternoon  scouring  the 
farm.  That  evening  I  told  a  few  other  observers  of  my  find  and  returned  the 
following  morning  to  resume  the  search.  At  10.15  hrs.  the  Killdeer  was 
relocated  amongst  the  open  sludge  beds  and,  despite  its  nervousness,  all 
those  present  had  excellent  views  as  it  fed  on  the  beds.  The  following 
description  was  taken  during  the  next  two  to  three  hours. 

It  was  somewhat  larger  than  a  Ringed  Plover  but  smaller  than  a  Lapwing.  The 
bill  was  quite  long  and  black.  It  had  a  rather  complex  head  pattern  -  the  lower 
forehead  was  white,  the  upper  a  blackish  brown  band.  Its  ear  coverts  were 
mid-brown,  the  crown  and  nape  slightly  lighter.  Behind  the  eye  was  a  buffy 
white  area,  bordered  behind  by  rufous  red-brown.  A  brownish  black  mark 
extended  back  from  the  bill,  going  under  the  eye  to  meet  the  ear  coverts  then 
stretching  round  to  the  back  of  the  nape.  The  eye  was  very  dark  brown  with  a 
reddish  orbital  ring.  The  upperparts  were  mainly  uniform  brown,  but  the 
wing-coverts  were  pale  fringed.  Flight  views  showed  bold  white  wing  bars, 
while  the  outer  primaries,  secondaries  and  lesser  primary  coverts  were  blackish 
brown.  The  tail  and  rump  were  a  rufous  orange-red  (very  prominent  when  the 
bird  flew  low)  while  the  tip  of  the  tail  was  edged  white.  Underparts  were  largely 
clean  white,  apart  from  the  two  broad,  blackish  breast  bands  which  gave  a 
zebra-crossing  effect  when  the  bird  was  viewed  head-on.  It  stood  prop¬ 
ortionately  taller  than  Ringed  Plover  on  dull,  flesh  grey  legs  and  feet. 

It  flew  high  and  away  a  few  times,  uttering  its  characteristic  disyllabic  call, 
but  returned  each  time  to  the  open  beds,  albeit  sometimes  in  a  different  area. 
At  around  13.10  hrs.  it  flew  off  north,  and  this  time  did  not  come  back.  What 
was  assumed  to  be  the  same  individual  was  found  in  Berkshire  on  Feb.  25th, 
whereupon  it  put  in  another  short,  two-day  appearance.  Unfortunately, 
London  observers  found  it  equally  unobliging  in  th(s  respect,  thus  only  about 
fifteen  managed  to  see  this  ‘first’  for  the  London  Area.  It  was  published  in 
LBR  49. 


G.  D.  J.  Messenbird,  78  Welham  Road,  Tooting,  London  SW17  9BT. 
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White-rumped  Sandpiper  at  Perry  Oaks  Sewage 
Farm  -  new  to  the  London  Area 

At  18.26  hrs.  on  July  30th  1984,  I  was  returning  from  a  walk  round  the 
western  beds  at  Peny  Oaks  S.F.  when  I  inadvertently  flushed  two  small 
waders  from  the  edge  just  below  and  ahead  of  me.  One  was  immediately 
recognisable  as  a  Common  Sandpiper  but  the  other  looked  peculiar,  having 
rather  plain  wings  and  a  small  but  noticeable  white  rump.  Realising  that  it 
looked  like  a  CaTidris  and  that  White-rumped  Sandpiper  was  a  probability,  I 
hurriedly  raised  my  binoculars  and  saw  that  the  bird  had  a  weak  wing  bar  and 
a  straight  bill.  This  was  enough  to  convince  me  that  I  was  right  but  it  was  still  a 
considerable  relief  when  the  bird  landed  farther  off  and  I  was  able  to  see  it 
through  the  telescope.  The  immediate  impression  was  of  a  greyish  wader 
with  a  noticeable  streaky  breast  band,  recognisable  as  the  breeding  plumage 
of  White-rumped  Sandpiper  and  not  at  all  like  any  of  the  plumages  of  Curlew 
Sandpiper,  the  only  other  small  wader  with  a  white  rump  and  a  wing  bar.  I 
stayed  watching  the  bird  for  twenty  minutes  obtaining  a  basic  but  conclusive 
description,  before  hurrying  off  to  telephone  other  observers.  Six  more 
people  were  able  to  arrive  in  time  and  we  watched  the  bird  from  19.48  hrs. 
until  bad  light  prevailed  at  20.22  hrs. 

Fortunately  the  White-rumped  Sandpiper  stayed  on  the  sewage  farm  until 
Aug.  12th  so  that  many  locals  were  able  to  see  it.  On  its  second  evening  it 
provided  very  close  views  in  sunlight,  allowing  a  detailed  description  to  be 
taken,  but  on  some  later  dates  it  was  remarkably  elusive.  Though  it  would 
feed  with  other  small  waders,  such  as  Dunlin  and  Little  Stint,  it  would  also 
move  off  on  its  own  and  be  highly  mobile,  visiting  a  number  of  beds  during 
the  course  of  one  day.  I  saw  it  on  five  dates  altogether  and  took  the  following 
description  which  was  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Size  and  shape  It  was  distinctly  smaller  than  the  Common  Sandpiper  that  it 
was  first  seen  with.  Subsequently,  when  with  Dunlin,  it  could  sometimes  be 
picked  out  by  its  smaller  size  but  this  was  not  always  easy.  It  was  near  Little 
Stints  on  Aug.  4th  but  it  was  distinctly  larger  than  these  and  nearer  to  Dunlin  in 
size.  Compared  to  Dunlin  it  was  a  slighter  bird  of  more  delicate  build.  The 
stance  was  noticeably  horizontal,  with  very  long  primaries  extending  far 
beyond  the  tertials  and  crossing  over  clearly  beyond  the  tail  tip.  It  looked  most 
different  from  Dunlin  when  seen  side-on,  so  that  the  full  wing  length  was 
apparent.  The  bill  appeared  to  be  dead  straight  and  proportionally  a  little 
shorter  than  on  the  Dunlins.  In  flight  the  long  wings  could  look  very  distinctive 
and  were  held  well-angled  at  the  carpal  joints.  The  tail  looked  rather  short  and 
had  a  well-rounded  rear  edge. 

Plumage  The  bird  was  rather  grey  and  streaky  and  it  looked  much  greyer  than 
the  Dunlins  when  seen  in  reasonable  light.  The  crown  appeared  brown  at  long 
range  but  closer  to,  it  showed  some  gold  tinge  with  many  black  streaks.  The 
overall  facial  appearance  was  clearly  Dunlin-like,  with  pale  supercilia  most 
prominent  when  seen  head-on,  and  with  blackish  lores.  The  grey  face  was 
covered  in  numerous  fine  dark  streaks,  except  for  an  unmarked  pale 
brown-buff  patch  on  the  ear-coverts.  A  buffy  ring  of  feathering  around  the  base 
of  the  bill  also  extended  up  the  forehead  to  separate  the  two  supercilia.  Grey 
extended  well  round  the  sides  of  the  neck  but  the  centre  of  the  hindneck  was 
straw-coloured  with  black  streaks.  The  mantle  had  a  straw  or  gold  tinge  and  was 
strongly  streaked  with  black.  One  pair  of  particularly  prominent  whitish  feather 
edges  formed  a  short  ‘V’,  the  two  lines  not  quite  joining  to  form  the  point.  The 
scapulars  were  strikingly  blackish-centred.  The  upper  feathers  were  small  and 
rounded  with  neat  gold  edges;  the  lowest  were  large  and  eye-catching,  each 
being  grey  basally  with  a  black  vein.  The  central  feathers  were  blackish  with  a 
buff  upper  edge  and  a  whitish  lower  edge,  at  longer  ranges  these  wide  pale 
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edges  formed  a  noticeable  series  of  blunt  arrowheads  pointing  towards  the 
bird’s  rear.  At  times  the  mantle  and  scapulars  could  look  a  little  ruffled  but 
there  were  no  obvious  signs  of  wear. 

The  median  and  lesser  coverts  were  grey-brown  and  these  did  look  a  bit 
worn.  The  greater  coverts  were  prominent,  being  black  with  neat  straw- 
coloured  edges.  The  tertials  were  black  with  buff  edges  basally  and  white  edges 
distally.  The  primaries  were  blackish  with  fine  pale  tips.  The  tail  was  black.  The 
white  rump  could  sometimes  be  seen  when  the  bird  was  preening. 

The  chin  and  throat  were  a  bit  whiter  than  the  face.  The  foreneck  was  well 
covered  in  fine  black  streaks.  In  contrast,  the  breast  was  covered  in  neat, 
rounded,  jet  black  spots,  running  down  in  vertical  lines  and  forming  a  strong, 
neat  breast  band.  This  band  extended  to  rather  a  point  in  the  centre  of  the 
breast,  unlike  the  straight-edged  band  of  Pectoral  Sandpiper.  Larger  jet  black 
markings,  shaped  like  slim  arrowheads,  descended  along  the  flanks  in  several 
rows  and  ran  back  to  well  past  the  legs.  Quite  often  these  flank  markings  were 
concealed  by  the  wings.  The  belly,  vent  and  under-tail  coverts  were  unmarked. 
The  ground  colour  of  the  whole  underparts  was  whitish,  no  other  colour  tinge 
was  discernible.  Overall  it  was  an  attractive  wader  with  strong,  neat  markings 
compensating  for  the  largely  grey  appearance. 

In  flight  it  showed  a  narrow  pale  wing  bar  formed  by  tips  to  the  greater 
coverts.  This  was  much  less  conspicuous  than  on,  for  example,  Dunlin  and 
Curlew  Sandpiper.  The  rump  was  white,  squarish  in  shape,  and  looked  smaller 
than  on  Curlew  Sandpiper. 

Soft  parts  The  bill  was  black,  with  some  brown  at  the  base  of  the  lower 
mandible.  The  legs  were  blackish  with  a  variable  brown  or  olive-green  tone. 

Call  I  only  heard  this  on  Aug.  3rd,  when  it  flew  over  me  repeatedly  calling  a 
single  note:  ‘jit!’,  ‘trit!’  or  ‘trip!’.  It  was  a  sharp,  snappy  sound  clearly  uttered.  It 
did  not  sound  like  a  mouse,  as  stated  in  some  field  guides. 

Behaviour  Its  actions  were  nimble  and  more  rapid  and  stint-like  than  a 
Dunlin’s.  It  made  quick  tripping  runs  and  fed  by  prdbing  into  mud  and  water. 
Sometimes  it  joined  the  Dunlins  but  it  was  equally  happy  feeding  alone  in  a 
quiet  comer.  When  worried  it  would  stretch  its  head  and  neck  right  up;  but  once 
it  crouched  forward  with  its  body  pressed  very  low,  like  a  hiding  Jack  Snipe. 

This  was  the  first  White-rumped  Sandpiper  to  be  recorded  in  the  London 
Area.  Nationally,  1984  was  the  second  best  year  ever  for  this  species  with  23 
individuals  recorded.  Nine  of  these,  including  the  Perry  Oaks  bird,  were 
found  between  July  14th  and  Aug.  7th  in  what  amounted  to  a  small  influx.  It 
is  typical  for  birds  at  this  time  to  be  adults  in  eastern  Britain,  whose  date  of 
arrival  in  Europe  is  a  matter  of  some  debate.  In  contrast,  records  in  October 
and  November  tend  to  be  of  recently  arrived  juveniles  in  western  Britain. 
While  White-rumped  Sandpiper  had  been  recently  hoped  for  in  the  London 
Area,  it  is  in  fact  a  very  rare  bird  inland  in  Britain,  in  contrast  to  its  annual 
national  status.  In  the  west  Midlands,  for  example,  there  was  just  the  one 
individual  between  1900  and  1979.  We  are  fortunate  that  this  bird  discovered 
the  small  amount  of  suitable  habitat  at  Perry  Oaks,  the  site  that  produced 
four  American  firsts  for  London  (Baird’s,  Pectoral  and  Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs)  way  back  in  1950  and  1953. 

R.  B.  Hastings,  33  Bracken  Gardens,  Barnes,  London  SW13  9HW. 
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Past  Decades  of  the  London  Bird  Report 

1936-1945 

The  idea  of  converting  the  annual  reprint  of  the  Ornithological  Section’s 
Report  in  The  London  Naturalist  to  the  separately  published  London  Bird 
Report  was  Dick  Home’s.  He  was  the  LBR’s  first  compiler,  assisted  by  a 
Recording  Committee  consisting  of  C.  S.  Bayne  (Chairman),  D.  A.  T. 
Morgan,  L.  Parmenter  and  C.  W.  G.  Paulson.  I  had  just  become  Secretary  of 
the  Section,  and  did  not  join  the  Records  Committee  until  1938.  Next  year, 
with  Dick  Holmes  going  off  to  the  war,  I  found  myself  Editor,  and  remained 
so  in  combination  with  E.  R.  Parrinder  and  other  members  of  the  Section, 
until  1945. 

I  thus  soon  found  myself  grappling  with  the  problem  of  how  to  deal  with 
unlikely  records,  and  remember  one  claimant  of  a  Lesser  Grey  Shrike  being 
disposed  of  by  the  simple  question  of  what  other  rare  birds  he  had  seen  in  his 
garden  -  there  were  several! 

Birdwatching  was  naturally  somewhat  restricted  in  the  war  years,  and  the 
few  places,  such  as  the  tideway  above  Hammersmith  Bridge,  that  were 
readily  accessible  therefore  figured  disproportionately  in  the  records  of  the 
time.  But  John  Parrinder  and  I  were  able  to  celebrate  the  day  after  VE  Day 
by  finding  two  Black-winged  Stilts,  when  we  returned  to  the  LNHS’s 
traditional  stamping  ground,  the  North  Kent  Marshes  at  High  Halstow,  on 
May  9th. 

R.  $.  R.  Fitter 
June  1986 


1946-1955 

On  24th  February  1951  the  Illustrated  London  News  carried  a  whole-page 
feature  of  the  LBR  No.  14.  Besides  reproducing  the  frontispiece,  it  quoted 
verbatim  a  page  and  a  half  from  the  Introduction.  Such  publicity  was  very 
welcome  in  boosting  our  efforts  to  sell  copies  outside  me  Society  at  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  a  time  in  an  attempt  to  recoup  the  cost  of  the  ‘new  look 
LBR\ 

Issue  No.  13,  for  1948,  together  with  some  internal  improvements,  had 
abandoned  the  traditional  plain  green  paper  cover  and  adopted  for  the  first 
time  the  coloured  card  cover,  with  illustration,  in  a  format  which  was  to 
continue  for  22  years.  Council  had  agreed  to  an  expenditure  which  the 
Society’s  finances  could  ill  afford,  but  gave  notice  to  its  spendthrift  Records 
Committee  that  it  wanted  to  see  at  least  some  of  the  money  back. 

_  The  LBR  went  on  sale  on  the  bookstalls  of  the  London  stations,  selected 
firms  were  encouraged  to  take  advertising  space,  and  the  illustrations  of  the 
front  covers  were  re-used  in  the  form  of  popular  Christmas  cards.  The  first 
photographic  illustrations  appeared  in  the  LBR  for  1945  and  in  the  ensuing 
decade  the  number  of  contributors  and  the  number  of  pages  both  more  than 
doubled. 

It  was  soon  realised  that  this  volume  of  records  could  be  handled  by  a 
three-man  team  only  if  contributors  could  be  dissuaded  from  sending  their 


206 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  50  FOR  1985 


notes  in  diary  form,  and  the  first  Recording  Sheets  were  issued  in  January 
1946.  The  Records  Committee  posted  to  all  members  of  the  Ornithological 
Section  a  ‘Recording  Circular’  every  January,  appealing  for  records  for  the 
previous  year  and  outlining  the  field  work  proposed  for  the  year  ahead.  This 
was  supplemented  by  the  first  issue  of  the  Ornithological  Bulletin,  published 
on  31st  March  195z,  price  one  penny.  By  1954  the  Bulletin  was  being 
published  quarterly,  price  tuppence;  finances  would  not  permit  its  being 
issued  free  and  fund  raising  schemes  continued  to  be  needed.  These  included 
the  reprinting  in  1950  of  a  nine-page  ‘ Field  List  of  British  Birds’,  first 
published  by  the  Records  Committee  in  1946,  for  sale  to  members  at  a 
profitable  four  pence  per  copy. 

The  reviews  continued;  for  example,  in  The  Times  (1952),  The  Manchester 
Guardian  (1952, 1956)  and,  amazingly,  in  the  leader  article  of  The  Evening 
Standard  on  22nd  December  1956;  which  recommended  the  LBR  as  “a 
thoroughly  seasonable  and  enjoyable  book,  fit  for  the  adult  Christmas 
stocking”. 

C.  B.  Ashby 
June  1986 


1956-65 

In  1957, 1  transferred  from  the  Cambridge  Bird  Club  to  the  London  Natural 
History  Society  and  was  soon  put  to  work  by  the  Ornithological  Section’s 
leaders  -  the  late  Dick  Homes  and  the  perpetual  Stanley  Cramp  to  name  but 
two  -  and  so  shared  in  the  excellent  birdwatcher’s  apprenticeship  that  they 
and  others  made  available  in  and  around  London.  Looking  back  at  the 
decade,  it  is  the  constructive  energy  of  my  peers  that  I  most  remember  -  the 
‘Inner  London’  devotees,  the  Beddington  ringers  (alias  flava  wagtail 
students),  the  Honey  Buzzard  motor-bikers  (later  Scilly  trailblazers),  the 
duck  counters,  the  Dungeness  loyalists,  the  Little  Ringed  Plover  hunters,  the 
‘visible  migration’  watchers,  etc. ,  etc.  -  many  of  them,  as  these  terms  imply, 
mixing  their  interest  in  London’s  birds  with  far  flung  studies  of  others.  For 
me,  it  was  mainly  the  ‘oasis’  of  Repent’s  Park  and  these  days  nothing  delights 
me  more  than  the  news  that  its  bird  community  has  actually  prospered  and 
diversified,  in  happy  contrast  to  others  that  I  have  known  since. 

Do  I  remember  too  that  it  was  a  time  of  more  fun  and  closeness  in  our 
hobby,  with  a  friendly  British  Museum  on  Cromwell  Road  and  not  one  birder 
(terrible  concept)  in  sight?  Yes,  I  do,  for  they  were  great  human  as  well  as 
avian  days.  Oh,  and  aid  we  not  write  rather  a  good  book?  Yes,  again. 

D.  I.  M.  Wallace 
July  1986 
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Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the 
acceptability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper, 
using  one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines 
should  be  full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists. 
Underlining  should  be  restricted  to  words  to  be  set  in  italics.  Tables  and 
captions  must  be  typed  on  separate  sheets. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  animals  require  initial  capitals  except  after 
a  hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be 
underlined  for  itahcs,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  needs  an  initial 
capital.  Their  use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in  The  ‘ British  Birds'  List  of 
Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic.  Dates  should  take  the  form  Apr.  28th  1976; 
numbers  under  eleven  should  be  spelt  out  in  text;  fractions  should  be 
decimalized;  and,  whenever  possible,  metric  equivalents  should  be  riven  in 
brackets  after  English  measurements.  Optional  spellings  should  adopt  the 
forms  recommended  by  Fowler  and/or  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary. 
Abbrevations  should  be  standard.  Full  points  should  be  omitted  from 
well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  but  retained  in  ‘e.g.’, 
‘i.e.’  and  ‘et  al.f.  Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single  not  double. 
Publications  should  not  be  in  quotes,  but  underlined  for  itahcs.  Parenthesis 
within  brackets  should  be  avoided.  References  need  to  adopt  the  following 
style: 

PARSLOW,  J. ,  1967.  Changes  in  status  among  breeding  birds  in  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Brit.  Birds  60  :  276-7. 

PARSLOW,  J.,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Illustrations  Figures ,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  oe  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is 
known  and  the  editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  submitted  for  reproduction  on  the  front  cover  and 
inside  pages  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  blockmak¬ 
ing.  If  sent  by  post,  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  if  requested, 
but  only  mistakes  by  the  Printers  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints.  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  are  provided,  if  ordered  in 
advance  by  authors.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  direct  to  the  Editor,  A.  V. 
Moon,  Chalk  Dell  House,  London  Road,  Rickmansworth,  Herts.  (Tele¬ 
phone  0923-772367). 
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Opposite  p.  32  Brent  Goose  at  Barn  Tims  Res.,  March  1986  (R.  B. 

Hastings).  Kittiwake  at  West  Thurrock,  March  1986  (A. 
V.  Moon). 


Opposite  p.  76  Guillemots  on  River  Thames  at  Barnes  Bridge,  March 

1986  (A.  V.  Moon).  Guillemot  on  Grand  Union  Canal  at 
Brentford,  March  1986  (R.  B.  Hastings). 

Opposite  p.  84  Waxwing  at  Bexley,  March  1986  (G.  M.  Haig).  Wryneck, 

Buckland  S.P.,  August  1986  (I.  Dodd). 
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London  Bird  Report  1986 

Editor:  A.  V.  MOON,  Chalk  Dell  House,  London  Road,  Rickmansworth, 
Herts.  WD3  1JP. 

Assisted  by  an  editorial  team  of:  M.  K.  DENNIS,  G.  M.  HAIG,  R.  B. 
HASTINGS,  F.  H.  JONES,  P.  NAYLOR  and  A.  J.  MORRIS. 


Introduction 

The  50th  issue  of  the  London  Bird  Report  proved  to  be  a  great  success  and  it 
was  fortunate  that  the  day  of  publication  coincided  with  the  LNHS/BTO 
conference  held  at  Regent’s  College  in  October  1986. 

Whilst  this  year’s  report  will  not  attain  the  proportions  of  the  1985  report  it 
will,  I  hope,  prove  to  be  an  issue  of  interest.  Mike  Dennis  has  compiled  the 
second  part  of  his  survey  of  the  results  of  the  Winter  Atlas  work;  Neil 
Bowman  has  written  a  comprehensive  survey  of  Alexandra  Park  and  Wood 
Green  Reservoir  and  Peter  Oliver  has  provided  a  paper  on  the  water  birds  of 
St.  James’s  Park  (continuing  the  excellent  series  of  studies  that  have  been 
made  in  this  Royal  park).  It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  report  that  the  London 
Bird  Report  is  not  short  of  papers  for  publication.  Nevertheless  original  items 
for  publication  are  always  welcomed  for  consideration.  Two  major  papers 
are  proposed  for  the  1987  report  -  firstly  a  paper  analysing  the  results  of  the 
Woodland  Bird  Survey  and  secondly  an  article  on  the  Cormorant  in  London. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  the  number  of  contributors  exceeded  500, 
indeed  the  total  of  532  was  only  just  below  the  record  level  of  538  in  1985. 
Whilst  this  might  seem  to  present  a  rosy  picture  it  is  quite  clear  that  there  are 
very  few  contributors  providing  records  from  Inner  London.  In  fact  if  it 
wasn’t  for  a  resilient  band  of  regular  observers  who  continue  to  submit 
records  for  this  neglected  region  we  would  not  have  any  idea  of  the  status  of 
many  species  in  central  London.  I  would  appeal  for  all  records  to  be 
submitted  for  this  area,  even  if  they  are  only  casual  sightings,  but  particularly 
if  they  are  regular  sightings  from  one  locality. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  noted  the  recent  death  of  Professor  E.  H. 
Warmington,  an  Honorary  Vice-President  of  the  Society,  he  had  been 
associated  with  the  LNHS  for  many  years  and  had  been  submitting  records 
since  at  least  1928.  Many  of  these  records  were  from  the  Mill  Hill  area,  where 
he  was  a  schoolmaster  at  Mill  Hill  School.  A  fuller  appreciation  will  appear  in 
a  future  issue  of  the  London  Naturalist. 

At  the  risk  of  being  accused  of  ‘crying  wolf’  once  too  often  I  would  like  to 
alert  readers  once  again  to  the  threats  that  still  loom  over  Rainham  Marsh 
(now  threatened  by  a  by-pass  scheme  as  well  as  development)  and  Staines 
Reservoir.  At  the  latter  site  Thames  Water  are  still  attempting  to  obtain 
permission  to  remove  the  causeway  and  raise  the  banks  of  the  south  basin, 
something  that  would  completely  destroy  its  uniqueness  and  make  it  much 
less  attractive  to  wildfowl.  In  addition  to  these  two  sites,  both  Barn  Elms  and 
Kempton  Reservoirs  are  also  under  threat.  At  the  very  least,  please  ensure 
that  you  write  letters  to  your  local  Members  of  Parliament  to  protest  if 
proposals  are  published  of  any  impending  plans  of  development.  The  threats 
to  Thames  Water  sites  will  only  increase  once  the  company  is  privatised. 

On  a  more  reassuring  note  it  was  encouraging  to  see  the  ‘wilderness’  of 
Wormwood  Scrubs  saved  from  development  as  a  British  Rail  depot  for 
Channel  Tunnel  trains,  by  the  enterprise  of  teenager  Laurence  Holloway. 
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These  areas  of  waste  ground  are  important  for  London’s  increasingly 
hard-pressed  wildlife. 

The  immense  amount  of  hard  work  that  goes  into  the  production  of  this 
report  is  perhaps  not  fully  appreciated,  nevertheless  I  would  like  to  express 
my  gratitude  to  all  those  who  are  involved  in  its  production,  without  whom 
this  report  would  not  be  possible. 

A.V.M. 
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Review  of  the  Year 


A  total  of  215  species  was  recorded  in  London  in  1986.  A  Black-headed 
Bunting  at  Bromley-by-Bow  in  August  (possibly  an  escape)  was  new  to  the 
Area  and  took  the  total  number  of  species  seen  this  century  to  319.*  Late  in 
the  year,  London’s  second  Scarlet  Rosefinch  graced  a  birdtable  in  Abbots 
Langley,  where  the  householder  managed  to  identify  it  correctly  in  spite  of 
very  little  birdwatching  experience.  Two  one-observer  records  included 
London’s  third  Black  Kite  in  April  and  the  fourth  Barred  Warbler,  another 
garden  visitor,  in  August.  Two  Serins  and  a  Richard’s  Pipit  were  also 
unusual,  and  in  October  an  unfortunate  birdwatcher  ran  over  a  more 
unfortunate  Woodchat  Shrike.  None  of  these  rarities  was  seen  by  any  large 
number  of  people  in  1986  so  that  the  year  may  be  better  remembered  for  the 
extraordinary  influx  of  Guillemots  in  February,  together  with  good  arrivals  of 
Red-throated  Divers  and  four  Pomarine  Skuas. 

Though  JANUARY  was  a  cold  month,  milder  westerlies  sometimes 
occurred  for  several  days  at  a  time  and  only  from  the  24th  did  conditions 
become  more  severe.  On  1st  a  Lapland  Bunting  was  a  good  find  at  Rainham 
Marsh,  along  with  an  unseasonal  Greenshank,  and  three  ‘ring-tail’  Hen 
Harriers  and  up  to  35  Bearded  Tits  were  in  residence  there.  A  flock  of 
probable  White-fronted  Geese  flew  over  Ham  and  a  Glaucous  Gull  at  Queen 
Mother  Res.  was  the  first  of  five  seen  in  west  London  during  the  month.  On 
3rd  a  Bittern  was  found  at  Ruxley  G.P.  and  a  Pomarine  Skua  appeared  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.  A  Merlin  was  at  Staines  Res.  on  5th  and  from  about  7th  a 
most  unseasonal  male  Ring  Ouzel  held  a  feeding  territory  in  a  garden  at 
Sidcup,  where  it  stayed  until  mid-March.  Saturday,  11th  was  one  of  the  most 
rewarding  days  of  the  month  with  a  Peregrine  and  15  Twite  at  Rainham 
Marsh,  11  Brent  Geese  at  Dartford,  a  Bittern  at  Sevenoaks,  five  Bewick’s 
Swans  at  Staines  Res.,  six  Common  Scoters  at  Queen  Mother  Res.,  five 
Black-necked  Grebes  at  King  George  VI  Res.  and  1,500  Fieldfares  at 
Holyfield  Marsh.  The  next  day  there  was  a  Great  Northern  Diver  at 
Walthamstow  Res.,  a  Cetti’s  Warbler  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  the  month’s 
second  Pomarine  Skua  appeared  at  Staines  Res.,  where  it  stayed  five  days 
before  moving  to  Queen  Mary  Res.  The  remainder  of  the  month  was  quite 
eventful  with  Bitterns  at  two  sites,  a  Shag  in  Inner  London  on  17th,  two 
groups  of  Bewick’s  Swans  and  three  Mediterranean  Gulls.  Rainham  Marsh 
had  up  to  ten  Short-eared  Owls  and  the  drained  basin  at  Staines  Res. 
attracted  some  2,000  Teal  and  15  Pintail.  On  26th  a  Guillemot  on  the  River 
Thames  in  central  London  was  a  forerunner  of  things  to  come,  and  a  Great 
Grey  Shrike  stayed  at  Barnet  for  11  days  from  29th.  The  whole  month  was 
notable  for  large  numbers  of  Siskins,  nine  Long-eared  Owls  were  spread  over 
four  roosts  and  a  total  of  five  Snow  Buntings  were  visitors  to  three  areas. 

FEBRUARY  was  characterised  by  persistent  easterlies  with  very  low 
temperatures  but  little  snow.  On  2nd  a  Little  Auk  put  in  a  short  appearance  at 
Queen  Mother  Res.,  Glaucous  Gulls  were  at  Amwell  G.P.  and  Wraysbury 
Res.,  and  West  Thurrock  had  a  high  total  of  17  Grey  Plovers.  Snowfalls 
produced  a  strong  movement  of  Fieldfares  and  Redwings  on  6th  and  a 
Lapland  Bunting  was  found  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  Saturday,  8th  revealed  a 
Pomarine  Skua  at  Rainham,  a  Merlin  at  Dartford  Marsh,  a  Brent  Goose  at 
Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  two  Glaucous  Gulls  at  Staines  Res. ,  a  Mediterranean  Gull  at 
Island  Bam  Res. ,  a  Snow  Bunting  at  Molesey  Heath  and  823  Wigeon  at  King 

*This  total  does  not  include  Lady  Amherst’s  Pheasant  which  was  included  in  error  in 
the  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  the  London  Area,  ( LBR  43:  74-84),  but  does  include 
Snowy  Owl  which  was  omitted  from  this  list  in  error.  This  apart  the  Checklist  remains 
unchanged. 
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George  VI  Res.  A  Waxwing  was  found  at  Romford  on  10th  and  two 
Long-tailed  Ducks  joined  up  to  20  Smew  at  Wraysbury  Res.  Between  11th 
and  16th  three  Iceland  Gulls  appeared  in  a  small  influx  and  three  more 
Glaucous  Gulls  also  arrived  about  this  time.  A  group  of  grey  geese  (rare 
perhaps  because  of  the  lack  of  snow)  flew  over  Stockwell  on  13th  and  a  Shag 
was  a  casualty  found  under  a  car  in  Croydon.  Far  more  dramatic  was  the  huge 
arrival  of  Guillemots  that  began  on  14th,  reaching  a  peak  at  the  end  of  the 
month.  Some  90  birds  occurred  during  the  easterlies,  way  in  excess  of  the 
total  previously  seen  in  London.  A  Black-throated  Diver  was  found  at  Wm. 
Girling  Res.  on  15th  while  a  Mediterranean  Gull  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on 
16th  was  followed  by  three  more  individuals  elsewhere  in  London  for  a 
month’s  total  of  five.  The  next  five  days  were  quieter  but  two  Buzzards 
passed  over  Harlow  and  a  Merlin  was  at  Wimbledon  Common.  The  Thames 
in  east  London  came  to  prominence  from  22nd  when  two  Pomarine  Skuas 
were  discovered,  along  with  good  numbers  of  Red-throated  Divers  -  which 
reached  a  peak  of  ten  on  28th  -  with  scattered  Red-necked  Grebes  and 
Scaups,  a  Slavonian  Grebe  and  a  Black-throated  Diver.  Together  with 
assorted  Guillemots  here,  this  was  a  unique  and  exciting  assemblage  for  the 
London  Area.  In  this  last  third  of  the  month,  three  more  Black-throated 
Divers  occurred,  a  Bittern  was  at  Horton  G.P.  and  a  male  Long-tailed  Duck 
arrived  on  nearby  Queen  Mother  Res.  At  Dartford  Marsh  there  were  25 
Grey  Plovers  and  300  Bramblings. 

On  MARCH  1st  the  Guillemot  influx  reached  new  and  crazy  heights  with 
no  less  than  27  just  at  Waterloo  and  London  Bridges.  The  same  day  there 
were  two  Black-throated  Divers  at  King  George  VI  Res.  and  12  Red-throated 
on  the  Thames  at  Rainham.  Single  Brent  Geese  appeared  at  Grays  on  2nd 
and  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  5th.  From  7th,  temperatures  rose  rapidly  and 
southwesterly  winds  set  in.  On  8th,  two  Little  Ringed  Plovers  at  Staines  Res. 
were  very  early  and  there  were  seven  more  records  of  this  summer  visitor  by 
21st.  In  their  best  ever  year,  Mediterranean  Gulls  continued  to  appear,  with 
four  or  five  occurring  between  3rd  and  16th.  A  Waxwing  at  Bexley  from  7th 
to  12th  drew  many  local  observers  and  there  was  a  good  total  of  40 
Hawfinches  in  Dagnam  Park  on  9th.  A  Hooded  Crow  appeared  at  Rainham 
Marsh  from  13th,  staying  into  April.  In  the  next  two  weeks,  a  good  scattering 
of  raptors  included  a  Red  Kite  over  Orpington,  Merlin  and  Peregrine  at 
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Rainham  Marsh  and  Merlin  also  at  Rammey  Marsh.  On  22nd,  a  Brent  Goose 
flying  past  Battersea  Park  was  notable  for  Inner  London,  but  more 
spectacular  on  25th  was  a  great  westerly  movement  of  128  Kittiwakes,  124  of 
them  passing  over  Barn  Elms  Res.  In  the  course  of  the  month  some  good 
counts  for  the  year  included  350  Cormorants  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res., 
1,060  Pochard  at  Staines  Res.  and  a  new  one-water  record  of  109  Goldeneye 
at  Walton  Res. 
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APRIL  was  unfortunately  a  poor  month  for  migration  with  wet  and  cool 
conditions  throughout.  The  early  days  of  the  month  produced  large  numbers 
of  grounded  Wheatears  and  the  peak  for  the  Area  of  149  on  3rd  included 
individual  site  counts  of  27  and  23.  Also  between  2nd  and  early  May,  a  strong 
passage  of  Ring  Ouzels  involved  16  individuals.  At  Staines  Res.,  Black¬ 
necked  Grebes  reached  a  good  spring  total  of  ten  on  4th  and  no  less  than  five 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  present,  staying  until  13th.  A  Glaucous  Gull  was  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  6th  but  more  surprising  on  10th  were  a  Fulmar  at 
Cheshunt  and  a  Red  Kite  just  to  the  south  at  Sewardstone.  In  the  middle  third 
of  the  month  Slavonian  Grebes  in  fine  plumage  were  at  Walton  Res.  and 
Staines  Res.,  a  Mediterranean  Gull  visited  Ponders  End  on  13th,  and  odd 
Common  Scoters  appeared  at  five  localities.  Pairs  of  Garganey  were  welcome 
sights  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  from  19th  and  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  21st.  The 
following  days  were  sadly  quiet  for  the  time  of  year,  apart  from  a  Woodlark  at 
Sewardstone  on  25th,  but  27th  compensated  somewhat  with  Common 
Scoters  at  four  places,  including  14  together  in  the  Colne  Valley,  and  a 
northward  movement  of  38  Arctic  Terns  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  Two  days  later  a 
Marsh  Harrier  flew  over  Amwell  G.P.  but  far  more  unusual  was  a  Black  Kite 
(London’s  third)  over  Hampton  Hill  and  Bushy  Park  on  30th. 

The  first  half  of  MAY  was  distinctly  quiet  but  on  4th  a  team  of  four 
observers  found  a  Temminck’s  Stint  at  Kempton  Park  Res.,  while  estab¬ 
lishing  a  new  London  day-record  of  107  species.  The  next  day  a  calling 
Wryneck  was  in  Hainault  Forest,  and  on  6th  25  Bar-tailed  Godwits  flew  over 
Wm.  Girling  Res.  Three  migrant  Firecrests  were  found  in  the  first  five  days 
of  the  month,  then  singing  males  in  territory  were  located  at  Hainault  Forest 
from  8th  and  at  Havering  from  18th.  The  Shag  at  Kingston  was  still  in 
residence  and,  strange  for  the  time  of  year,  it  was  joined  by  another  from  7th 
to  16th.  Unsettled  westerlies  continued  to  dominate  and  passage  of  waders 
and  terns  remained  unexciting,  with  the  lack  of  wader  habitat  not  helping  at 
all.  West  Thurrock  was  showing  an  unusual  attraction  for  Turnstones 
however,  with  19  there  on  14th,  and  Barn  Elms  Res.  made  a  useful 
contribution  with  two  Temminck’s  Stints  on  16th,  duplicating  the  1985 
record  there.  A  Garganey  at  Kempton  from  11th  to  18th  was  the  only  one  of 
the  month.  Dartford  attracted  the  bird  of  the  month  in  the  shape  of  a  Serin 
which  remained  from  17th  to  19th,  enabling  some  local  observers  to  see  it. 
Another  good  garden  bird,  and  rather  out  of  place  in  that  habitat,  was  a 
Honey  Buzzard  at  South  Croydon  on  the  evening  of  23rd.  The  same  day,  a 
Marsh  Harrier  passed  over  Rye  Meads  S.F.  but  distinctly  rarer  was  a  male 
Montagu’s  Harrier  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  30th,  only  the  twelth  record  for 
London. 

JUNE  is  obviously  a  quieter  period  for  migrants  but  it  began  well  this  year 
with  a  singing  Serin  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  2nd  and  a  White  Stork  flying  over 
Rickmansworth  on  6th.  These  were  followed  by  another  local  rarity,  a 
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Fulmar,  at  Staines  Res.  on  12th.  On  20th,  a  group  of  nine  Avocets  flew  over 
Horton  G.P.  then  stopped  off  at  King  George  VI  Res.  until  22nd,  when 
further  good  records  included  a  male  Golden  Oriole  at  Hainault  Forest  and  a 
very  early  flock  of  18  Whimbrel  over  Stone  Marsh.  On  24th  a  Mediterranean 
Gull  was  on  the  Thames  at  Dartford  and  another,  perhaps  the  regular  adult, 
was  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  30th. 

It  was  a  very  good  BREEDING  SEASON  for  waterfowl.  Mute  Swans  had 
increased  by  39%,  Pochards  had  one  of  their  best  years  ever  and  Tufted 
Ducks  were  also  up  in  numbers.  Among  quite  recent  introductions,  Greylag 
Geese  were  still  doing  well,  Mandarins  were  expanding  their  range  in  some 
north  London  suburbs  and  Ruddy  Ducks  had  six  pairs  either  displaying  or 
nesting.  The  total  of  219  pairs  of  Great  Crested  Grebes  was  a  further  rise  on 
previous  years  and  Common  Terns  had  their  best  ever  breeding  season.  It  is 
noticeable  that  all  three  species  of  woodpecker  showed  further  rises  in  the 
number  of  sites  reported,  as  did  Ring-necked  Parakeets,  and  the  populations 
of  both  Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers  were  well  up.  Sand  Martin  and  Whitethroat 
both  showed  further  recoveries  from  their  respective  collapses,  though  there 
is  some  cause  for  concern  about  the  loss  of  the  former’s  nest  banks. 

Other  summer  visitors  seemed  to  be  on  the  decline.  Prime  examples 
include  Cuckoo,  Swallow,  Tree  Pipit,  Yellow  Wagtail,  Nightingale,  Redstart, 
Grasshopper  Warbler  and  Lesser  Whitethroat.  Among  the  residents,  one 
pair  of  Barn  Owls  bred  but  there  were  few  other  records,  and  Tree  Sparrows 
continued  their  marked  demise  so  that  they  are  now  becoming  increasingly 
local.  The  cold  winter  was  probably  responsible  for  some  loss  of  breeding 
Goldcrests  and  Stonechats,  though  other  vulnerable  species  seemed  to  be  less 
affected. 

Some  scarce  species  seem  to  have  fairly  static  populations.  In  the  cases  of 
Ringed  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers  and  Nightjar  this  is  probably  the  true 
situation.  In  the  case  of  other  examples,  such  as  Sparrowhawk  and  Black 
Redstart,  better  coverage  may  reveal  more  changes  from  year  to  year  than 
we  can  see  at  present. 

JULY  was  a  month  of  mixed  weather  with  mainly  west  or  southwesterly 
winds  throughout.  The  first  of  two  Mediterranean  Gulls  this  month  appeared 
at  Beddington  S.F.  on  3rd.  A  Spoonbill  at  Queen  Mary  G.P.  on  4th  was  seen 


<co 

flying  over  Wraysbury  G.P.  the  following  day,  when  two  unseasonal 
Sandwich  Terns  were  at  Rainham  Marsh.  Early  returning  Garganey  were 
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found  here  and  at  Holmethorpe  S.P.  on  6th.  Another  unseasonal  surprise 
was  a  light-phase  Arctic  Skua  which  rested  briefly  at  Island  Barn  Res.  on 
12th.  A  flock:  of  26  Common  Scoter  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  13th  was  the  first 
of  three  records  during  the  month  -  this  species  has  a  tendency  to  turn  up  at 
any  time  of  year,  often  in  sizeable  flocks.  The  last  two  weeks  were  very  quiet, 
with  an  unclinched  ‘ring-tail’  Harrier  sp.  near  Westerham  on  23rd  and  two 
Sandwich  Terns  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  28th  the  only  highlights.  Wader 
passage  quietly  gathered  momentum,  beginning  what  was  to  be  a  pretty 
uneventful  autumn,  with  some  species  (particularly  Grey  Plover  and 
Sanderling)  being  unusually  scarce.  Little  Ringed  Plovers  peaked  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  19th  (25)  and  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  on  29th  (22). 

AUGUST  was  a  hectic  month,  despite  settled,  mainly  southwesterly 
weather  for  the  first  three  weeks  or  so.  Waders  hurried  south  -  flocks  of  12 
and  22  Whimbrel  on  2nd  were  followed  on  3rd  by  the  sole  autumn  record  of 
Bar-tailed  Godwit,  three  over  Rye  Meads  S.F.  Green  Sandpipers  peaked  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  4th  (35),  12  Oystercatchers  flew  over  Walthamstow  Res. 
on  8th  and  seven  Turnstones  over  Staines  Res.  on  9th.  Black-tailed  Godwits 
were  regular  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  with  a  maximum  of  six  on  13th. 
Further  good  counts  were  12  Whimbrel  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  12th,  ten  Curlew 
at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  on  13th  and  11  Greenshank  there  on  16th.  Other 
highlights  during  the  first  half  of  the  month  included  a  Mediterranean  Gull 
and  Red-crested  Pochard  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  4th,  a  Ferruginous  Duck 
at  Amwell  G.P.  on  5th  (which,  whatever  its  credentials,  was  a  portent  of 
things  to  come  later  in  the  year!)  and  up  to  three  Garganey  at  Kempton  Park 
Res.  Black  Terns  and  Little  Gulls  are  traditional  August  fare,  and  both  were 
reasonably  prominent  this  year,  the  former  with  peaks  of  45  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.  on  6th  and  60  at  West  Thurrock  on  14th,  and  the  latter  with  a  maximum 
of  eight  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  11th.  Six  Spotted  Redshanks  at 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.  and  26  more  Black  Terns  (at  King  George  VI  Res.),  both 
on  19th,  were  the  highlights  during  a  quiet  spell  mid-month.  The  action 
returned  on  23rd-  King  George  VI  Res.  was  the  place  to  be,  with  a  Spoonbill 
(earlier  seen  at  Queen  Mary  G.P.)  and  a  Peregrine.  The  following  day  a 
Kittiwake  was  at  Wormwood  Scrubs,  41  Wheatears  were  at  Fairlop  and 
London’s  first  Black-headed  Bunting  was  found  at  Bromley-by-Bow.  The 
weather  now  began  to  change  somewhat,  with  light  easterlies  on  25th  being 
followed  by  strong,  variable  winds  and  unsettled  conditions  until  the  month’s 
end  -  widely  attributed  to  the  dying  gasps  of  the  Atlantic  hurricane 
“Charlie”.  Many  of  the  better  birds  during  the  last  week  were  undoubtedly 
products  of  this.  A  Fulmar  at  Walthamstow  Res.  and  an  Arctic  Skua  at 
Queen  Mother  Res.  on  26th  were  followed  on  27th  by  Peregrine  at  Rainham 
Marsh,  Red-necked  Phalarope  at  Kempton  Park  Res.,  Kittiwake  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  and  c.25  Wheatears  at  Wraysbury  Res.  The  Rainham  Peregrine 
was  seen  again  on  29th,  when  there  were  also  six  Spotted  Redshanks  at 
Beddington  S.F. and  six  Curlew  Sandpipers  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  Little  Stints 
appeared  at  five  sites  during  the  month  and  peaked  at  Rainham  Marsh  on 
30th  with  six,  while  just  along  the  river,  at  West  Thurrock,  110  Common 
Terns  and  25  Blacks  fed  at  the  power  station  outfall.  A  Barred  Warbler  at 
Buckhurst  Hill  on  31st  (London’s  4th)  and  two  Wrynecks  during  the 
preceding  three  days  were  inland  samples  of  current  east  coast  activity  at  the 
time. 

Despite  easterlies  being  prevalent  for  most  of  SEPTEMBER  there  were 
no  notable  landbird  influxes,  though  three  Wrynecks  during  the  first 
fortnight  were  typical.  A  Bittern  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  on  1st  was  unusual,  as 
was  a  pre-roost  gathering  of  75 -F  Ring-necked  Parakeets  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 
on  4th.  A  Leach’s  Petrel  appeared  at  Staines  Res.  during  quiet  weather  on 
6th,  while  11  Whimbrel  flew  over  Barn  Elms  Res.  Between  7th  and  16th 
there  were  ten  sightings  of  Sandwich  Tern,  including  a  flock  of  20  at  King 
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George  VI  Res.  on  14th.  Raptors  were  represented  by  one,  perhaps  two 
Honey  Buzzards  over  Godstone  on  7th  and  an  Osprey  over  Regent’s  Park  on 
10th.  Two  enterprising  observers  cashed  in  on  an  easterly  gale  on  13th  by 
indulging  in  a  little  ‘sea-watching’  on  the  River  Thames  at  West  Thurrock  - 
Fulmar,  Kittiwake  and  Leach’s  Petrel  were  the  rewards.  An  emaciated 
Fulmar  was  picked  up  at  Hounslow  Heath  the  following  day,  which  also  saw 
an  early  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Cheshunt  G.P.,  six  Common  Scoters  at  Barn 
Elms  Res.  and  an  early  Jack  Snipe  at  Rainham  Marsh.  There  was  then  a  lull 
until  19th,  when  a  juvenile  Red-backed  Shrike  was  found  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 
A  Ferruginous  Duck  at  Wraysbury  Res.  and  a  Buzzard  over  Sunbury  on  20th 
were  followed  on  21st  by  Arctic  Skua  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  and  an  early  Hen 
Harrier  at  Rainham.  The  final  week  was  interesting  -  the  first  Siskins  (on 
26th)  and  Redwings  (on  27th)  appeared  and  on  25th  a  Marsh  Harrier  flew 
down  the  Lea  Valley.  A  Richard’s  Pipit  frequented  the  causeway  at  Staines 
Res.  on  26th  and  three  Nightjars  were  disturbed  at  dusk  at  Orsett  Fen  on 
27th.  Black-necked  Grebes  reached  a  low  peak  of  only  eight  at  Staines  Res. 
on  28th  and  a  Firecrest  was  found  at  Ham  Lands  the  next  day. 

OCTOBER’S  weather  was  mainly  warm,  dry  and  southerly  until  around 
18th,  when  vigorous  Atlantic  lows  brought  rain  and  gale-force  winds,  setting 
the  pattern  for  the  remainder  of  the  month.  The  first  Fieldfare  appeared  on 
2nd,  when  there  was  also  a  Buzzard  over  Regent’s  Park  and  eight  Sandwich 
Terns  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  Scarce  in  autumn,  four  White  Wagtails  were  at 
Wraysbury  Res.  on  3rd.  Another  Buzzard  (near  Old  Coulsdon)  and  a 
Red-necked  Grebe  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  4th  were  followed  by  a  most 
unusual  road  casualty  on  8th  -  an  adult  Woodchat  Shrike  killed  near 
Limpsfield.  There  were  two  Slavonian  Grebes  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  9th, 
and  yet  another  Spoonbill,  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  10th.  Nine  Brent  Geese  flew 
over  Orpington  on  11th,  and  another  Red-necked  Grebe  arrived  at  King 
George  V  Res.  on  13th.  Wildfowl  were  quite  prominent  during  the  month, 
with  further  Brents  (singles)  on  18th  and  24th,  up  to  four  Common  Scoters  on 
three  dates  from  13th,  and  a  huge  raft  of  Pochard  and  Tufted  Duck  on  the 
south  basin  of  Staines  Res.  Amongst  this  mass,  persevering  observers  could 
find  a  Ferruginous  Duck  and  Red-crested  Pochard  from  26th  and  Scaup  (up 
to  around  three)  from  28th.  Other  highlights  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
month  included  a  Lapland  Bunting  at  Fairlop  from  18th,  Shag  at  Queen 
Mother  Res.  on  21st,  Merlin  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  22nd,  Leach’s  Petrel  at 
Walton  Res.  on  25th,  Great  Northern  Diver  and  Slavonian  Grebe  in  the  Lea 
Valley  on  26th,  two  Twite  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  27th,  Great  Grey  Shrike  at 
Amwell  G.P.  on  28th  and  a  Bittern  flying  W  over  Twickenham  on  29th. 

NOVEMBER  was  mainly  dry  and  mild,  but  began  well  with  a  Lapland 
Bunting  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  1st,  another  Ferruginous  Duck  found  amongst 
the  Staines  duck  throng  on  2nd  and  a  Snow  Bunting  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on 
3rd.  A  small  group  of  16  Crossbills  flying  SW  over  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  9th 
was  a  good  record.  The  same  day  saw  a  Red-necked  Grebe  at  the  same 
locality  and  a  Glaucous  Gull  at  nearby  Staines  Res.  Three  more  Red-necked 
Grebes  and  five  Slavonians  turned  up  before  the  month’s  end.  At  least  two 
different  Glaucous  Gulls  were  using  the  Wraysbury  Res.  roost  between  12th 
and  19th  (a  bird  at  Staines  Res.  on  23rd  may  well  have  been  one  of  these).  At 
Netherhall  G.P.  on  15th  another  Ferruginous  Duck  appeared  -  it  subse¬ 
quently  wandered  widely  throughout  the  Lea  Valley.  Also  on  15th,  three 
Avocets  graced  the  drained  north  basin  of  Staines  Res.  The  following  day 
Bam  Elms  Res.  had  another  Twite.  A  late-staying  Greenshank  was  last  seen 
at  Staines  Res.  on  21st,  while  on  22nd  the  year’s  only  Velvet  Scoter  turned  up 
at  King  George  V  Res.  Another  late  migrant  was  a  Ring  Ouzel  at  Barn  Elms 
Res.  on  23rd.  A  Puffin  was  (typically!)  picked  up  at  Swanscombe  on  25th. 
Bewick’s  Swans  appeared  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  28th  (2)  and  30th  (1),  with 
one  also  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  latter  date.  A  Great  Northern  Diver  was  at 
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Island  Barn  Res.  on  29th,  whilst  a  single  Brent  Goose  at  Richmond  Park  on 
the  same  date  presaged  a  notable  movement  of  this  species  the  following  day, 
with  flocks  of  29, 17  and  15  at  Amwell  G.P. ,  South  Croydon  and  Beddington 
S.F.  respectively.  At  least  three  Mediterranean  Gulls  also  appeared  during 
the  month. 

DECEMBER  saw  the  arrival  of  perhaps  another  five  or  more  Mediterra¬ 
nean  Gulls,  an  increasingly  common  species  in  London  nowadays.  Tempera¬ 
tures  were  above  average  until  just  before  Christmas,  with  correspondingly 
moderate  birdwatching.  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  and  Great  Grey 
Shrike  at  Childerditch  on  1st  were  followed  by  a  Scaup  in  Regent’s  Park  on 
4th  and  two  more  Slavonians  at  Staines  Res.  on  6th.  At  Rainham  Marsh  on 
this  date  the  Bearded  Tit  flock  peaked  at  50  and  two  Lapland  Buntings  were 
found  -  both  remained  into  1987.  Seven  Little  Gulls  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  7th 
was  an  unusual  winter  record.  Firecrests  were  found  at  Wimbledon  Common 
on  14th  and  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  17th.  A  Brent  Goose  was  at  Fishers  Green  on 
18th.  Observers  out  on  Christmas  Eve  had  two  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Dartford 
Marsh,  Merlin  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  Great  Grey  Shrike  at  Buckhurst  Hill. 
A  Scaup  at  Broadwater  G.P.  on  26th,  Glaucous  Gulls  at  Amwell  G.P.  on 
27th  and  Waltham  Abbey  on  31st,  and  a  nocturnal  flock  of  White-fronts 
flying  over  Barnes  on  28th  were  other  Christmas  week  highlights.  Interes¬ 
tingly,  Long-eared  Owls  outnumbered  Short-eared  during  the  month  by 
about  15  to  nine.  Cetti’s  Warblers  were  also  around,  with  one  or  two  skulking 
in  the  Lea  Valley  throughout.  The  final  bird  worth  mentioning  in  this  review 
was  more  of  a  January  1987  highlight  for  most  observers,  but  London’s 
second  Scarlet  Rosefinch  in  fact  first  appeared  in  its  Abbots  Langley  garden 
on  Dec.  29th,  1986. 
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First  and  Last  Dates  of  Migrants 


Summer  Migrants 

Arrival 

Departure 

Hobby 

Apr.  25 

Staines  Moor 

CL 

Sept.  25 

BeddingtonS.F. 

GDJM 

Hertford  Heath 

AJC 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

Mar.  8 

Staines  Res. 

MH 

Oct.  4 

Rainham  Marsh 

MKD 

Common  Tern 

Apr.  15 

three  localities 

Oct.  2 

Littlebrook 

BWf 

Arctic  Tern 

Apr.  27 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

GJW 

Sept.  26 

West  Thurrock 

AB  / 

Black  Tern 

May  2 

Broadwater  G.P. 

TRD 

Sept.  23 

Littlebrook 

BWr 

Turtle  Dove 

Apr.  23 

Amwell  G.P. 

WGL 

Sept.  30 

BeddingtonS.F. 

GDJM 

Cuckoo 

Apr.  6 

Stone  Marsh 

DRG 

Oct.  6 

Fairlop 

CGn 

Swift 

Apr.  24 

Tottenham 

PL 

Sept.  16 

Walworth,  SE13 

KPr 

Sand  Martin 

Mar.  22 

Broadwater  G.P. 

CL 

Oct.  11 

Berwick  Ponds 

MKD 

Stanstead  Abbotts  G .  P . 

AB/,CL 

Swallow 

Mar.  23 

Hampton 

SDBWS 

Nov.  2 

Foots  Cray 

Meadows 

SJG 

House  Martin 

Mar.  24 

Sipson 

TJD 

Dec.  5 

BeddingtonS.F. 

GDJM 

Tree  Pipit 

Apr.  8 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

CL 

Oct.  5 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

CDRH 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Mar.  31 

Dartford  Marsh 

DD 

Oct.  6 

Queen  Mother  Res.  CL 

Nightingale 

Apr.  25 

Kenwood 

MBn 

Redstart 

Apr.  9 

Kempton  Park  Res. 

TS,MJW 

Oct.  31 

Shortlands 

BRG 

Whinchat 

Apr.  15 

Bromley 

BRG 

Oct.  11 

Rainham  Marsh 

MKD 

Sewardstone 

AB/ 

Wheatear 

Mar.  14 

BeddingtonS.F. 

GDJM 

Nov.  6 

BeddingtonS.F. 

mo 

Ring  Ouzel 

Apr.  2 

Hogsmill  S.F. 

JG 

Nov.  23 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

RBH 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Apr.  24 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Sept.  23 

Wormwood  Scrubs  LJH 

Sedge  Warbler 

Apr.  9 

CheshuntG.P. 

GJW 

Oct.  26 

Hogsmill  S.F. 

SDWBS 

Reed  Warbler 

Apr.  25 

CheshuntG.P. 

GJW 

Oct.  11 

Bedfont  Quarry 

RRG 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Apr.  25 

three  localities 

Oct.  4 

Beddington  S.F. 

GDJM 

Whitethroat 

Apr.  18 

Yiewsley  G.P. 

CL 

Sept.  29 

Ham  Lands 

JH,RJH 

Garden  Warbler 

Apr.  22 

Bentley  Priory 

HHS 

Sept.  29 

Dartford  Marsh 

BWr 

Wood  Warbler 

Apr.  25 

Staines 

MJW 

Aug.  30 

Hoblingwell  Wood  KHP 

Willow  Warbler 

Mar.  28 

Mitcham  MJC,MJN 

Oct.  12 

Alexandra  Palace 

NB 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

May  4 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

RHTJT 

Oct.  26 

Hampton  Court 

Park  NMj,SMj 

Pied  Flycatcher 

Apr.  29 

Amwell  G.P. 

TWG 

Oct.  7 

Regent’s  Park 

TRDr 

Winter  Migrants 

Departure 

Arrival 

Jack  Snipe 

Apr.  19 

SheppertonG.P. 

SBR 

Sept.  14 

Rainham  Marsh 

MKD 

Fieldfare 

May  3 

Dagnam  Park 

CJ 

Oct.  11 

Dartford  Marsh 

BWr 

Osterley  Park 

CL 

Redwing 

Apr.  27 

Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P. 

GJW 

Sept.  27 

Enfield 

RMC 

Island  Barn  Res. 

ML 

Brambling 

Apr.  27 

four  localities 

Sept.  24 

Maple  Cross  S.F. 

MCRG 

>> 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  Area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  ‘London 
Area’  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral.  Within  the  Area,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for 
recording  purposes,  rather  than  the  new  administrative  counties.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  there  is  a  special  recording  zone  for  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5  miles  x 
8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross).  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from 
members  and  non-members,  and  these  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate 
recorder  (see  list  on  page  5). 


ST.  PAUL’S 


It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets 
are  used  (available  from  recorders  on  request),  and  if  species  are  listed  in  the 
order  followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used 
for  each  recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in 
August  for  the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to 
December. 

Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by 
the  Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
Published  records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today’s  readers  but 
also  anyone  who  in  future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief 
field-notes  are  therefore  required  to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct 
identification  and  authenticity  for  the  following  species: 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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All  rare  species 
All  out  of  season  migrants 
All  species  of  less  than  annual 
occurrence 
All  divers 

Red-necked  and  Slavonian 
Grebes 

Black-necked  Grebe  (except  at 
regular  haunts) 

Petrels  and  shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag;  Bittern 
Bewick’s  and  Wnooper  Swans 
All  wild  geese  (except  Canada  and 
Greylag) 

Ferruginous  Duck  and  all  sea 
ducks 

All  birds-of-prey  excluding  Kes¬ 
trel,  Sparrowhawk  and  Hobby 
(descriptions  of  the  latter  two 
species  are  required  in  Inner 
London) 

Quail  and  Spotted  Crake 
Avocet;  Kentish  Plover;  Tem- 
minck’s  Stint;  Pectoral  and  Pur¬ 
ple  Sandpipers;  all  phalaropes 
All  skuas 


Mediterranean,  Iceland  and 
Glaucous  Gulls;  Kittiwake 
All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 
(except  the  latter  at  regular 
haunts) 

Hoopoe  and  Wryneck;  Woodlark 
Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  and  Water  Pipit  at 
regular  localities 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  of  Motacilla  flava  other 
than  Yellow  Wagtail  M.f.flavis- 
sima 

Ring  Ouzel 

Cetti’s  Warbler  and  Wood  Warb¬ 
ler  in  autumn 

Firecrest  and  Pied  Flycatcher 
Bearded  Tit  and  Golden  Oriole 
All  shrikes 
Twite  and  Crossbill 
Lapland  and  Snow  Buntings 


The  above  list  of  species  requiring  descriptions  is  not  intended  to  be,  nor 
could  it  be,  comprehensive  and  readers  are  asked  to  use  their  own  guidance 
and  common  sense.  The  species  listed  above  are  essentially  those  that  appear 
annually  in  London,  but  for  which  we  still  require  descriptions  prior  to 
publication. 

The  status  of  certain  species  (especially  waders)  varies  considerably  within 
our  recording  Area,  ana  also  from  year-to-year,  and  recorders  are  entitled  to 
request  a  description  of  any  species  for  which  they  feel  further  details  are 
required. 

Field  notes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder 
immediately  following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of 
the  year.  Evidence  needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and' should  include  a 
description  of  the  essential  features  upon  which  identification  was  based, 
relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and  the 
observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and  similar  species. 

NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  347-8)  should  be 
submitted  preferably  via  the  local  recorder  for  forwarding  to  the  national 
committee.  If  sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the 
recorder.  Observers  are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure 
acceptance  and  publication  in  the  same  year. 

RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  174)  should  be 
submitted  preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (stating  degree  of  confidentiality 
required)  for  forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  All 
reports  of  these  species  (and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete 
confidence  at  county  level.  Names  of  localities  are  never  published  and  only 
the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
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LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  51  FOR  1986 


Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1986 

with  Additions  and  Corrections  for  previous  years 


A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

The  classification  of  species  in  this  report  is  that  adopted  by  K.  H.  Voous  in 
his  List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species  (reprinted  1977  from  Ibis  115:  612-38 
and  Ibis  119:  223-50,  376-406).  Sequence  and  nomenclature  follow  the 
* British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1978). 

For  recording  purposes  all  species  have  been  given  numbers,  with  suffix 
letters  for  subspecies,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  this  numbering  has  no 
significance  outside  the  London  Area. 

Observers’  initials  in  the  report  are  shown  against  principal  records.  A  full 
list  of  observers  appears  between  pages  16  and  19.  The  abbreviation  'mo' 
used  for  long-stay  records  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

The  six  counties  within  the  London  Area  are  signified  by  initials  in  the 
report:  E  =  Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire,  M  =  Middlesex,  B  =  Buckingham¬ 
shire,  K  =  Kent  and  S  =  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  normally  under 
the  respective  counties  (Middlesex  and  Surrey),  but  abbreviated  as  ‘IL’  in 
tables.  For  direction  of  flight,  cardinal  points  are  shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE, 
etc.,  other  abbreviations  are:  Res.  =  reservoir,  G.P.  =  gravel  pit,  N.R.  = 
nature  reserve,  S.P.  =  sand  pit,  S.F.  =  sewage  farm  or  works,  W.C.B.  = 
watercress  beds,  and  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  or  LBR  =  London  Bird  Report. 

For  a  full  appreciation  of  many  of  the  records  in  this  report,  a  detailed  map 
of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to 
the  Society’s  books  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  which  gave  the  continuous  history 
of  species  from  1900.  A  complete  London  Area  Checklist  (1901-77)  appears 
in  London  Bird  Report  43  :  71-84. 

The  histograms  which  appear  in  the  systematic  list  are  composed  of 
individual  records  of  each  species  (i.e.  individual  arrivals)  and  do  not  reflect 
the  length  of  stay  of  any  birds,  which  would  only  distort  the  patterns  for  the 
peak  time  of  arrival.  Sightings  of  more  than  one  bird  (where  they  are  known 
to  have  arrived  together)  are  only  included  as  one  record,  since  this  would 
also  introduce  distortions.  Each  histogram  is  based  on  seven-day  periods 
throughout  the  year,  to  eliminate  any  effects  of  weekend  observer  bias. 

All  running  totals  of  rare  or  unusual  birds  that  are  provided  in  the 
systematic  list  can  be  assumed  to  refer  only  to  the  present  century,  unless 
stated  otherwise. 

1  Red-throated  Diver 

E  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  6th  (adw).  West  Thurrock,  one 
away  from  the  River  Thames  at  the  Tesco  pit  on  Mar.  15th,  was 
heavily  oiled  (cf).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  2nd  (jf). 

E/K  An  exceptional  influx  was  reported  along  the  River  Thames  within 
the  London  Area  boundary  between  February  and  early  April.  Since 
records  from  Dartford  (K),  Purfleet  and  Rainham  (E)  involved  birds 
that  could  be  seen  from  all  three  sites,  these  records  have  been 
amalgamated  and  were  as  follows:  one  on  Feb.  8th  (mkd),  two  on 
21st  (Bwrl,  five  on  22nd  (mkd,  rbh,  avm)  and  23rd  (bwj),  nine  on 
28th  (nps),  12  on  Mar.  1st  (mkd),  six  on  2nd  (jb d,  mkd,  bwi),  seven 
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on  3rd  (cl),  four  on  5th  (rad,  bw t),  five  on  8th  (mkd),  six  on  9th 
(mo),  four  on  11th  (mh),  two  on  22nd  (mkd,  dfy)  and  29th  (ajm, 
bw t)  and  Apr.  11th  (mkd).  Away  from  this  area,  the  only  other 
records  on  the  Thames  were  at  Barking  on  Mar.  1st  (rbh)  and  at 
West  Thurrock  on  Feb.  28th  (nps)  -  both  singles. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  1st  and  2nd  (lab,  rbcI,  pcy).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  badly  oiled  on  Feb.  17th  (igj). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  11th  (nps).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res., 
one  on  Feb.  22nd  and  23rd  (rjh  et  al.). 

Past  records  of  this  species  have  been  mostly  of  single  birds  on  lakes 
and  reservoirs,  and  it  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  scarce  winter 
visitor.  The  presence  of  small  flocks  of  divers  on  the  Lower  Thames  is 
totally  without  precedent,  but  did  coincide  with  even  larger  numbers 
of  Guillemots,  which  went  much  further  upstream.  Although  the 
reason  for  this  large  influx  is  not  immediately  apparent,  cold  weather 
in  early  February,  with  persistent  easterly  winds  throughout  most  of 
the  month  clearly  affected  birds  feeding  in  the  outer  Thames  estuary, 
and  may  have  funnelled  birds  into  the  narrow  reaches  of  the  river 
within  the  London  Area  boundary.  Quite  how  many  divers  were 
involved  is  not  certain,  as  there  must  have  been  several  sightings  of 
the  same  individuals  from  various  sites  along  the  river,  but  a 
minimum  of  12  birds  together  at  Rainham  on  Mar.  1st  is  easily  a 
record  for  the  Area.  Seven  at  inland  sites  at  about  the  same  time  is 
also  well  above  average. 

2  Black-throated  Diver 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  on  Mar.  11th  (mh),  and  from  Apr. 
2nd  to  6th  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  from  Feb.  15th  to  23rd 
(AJGy  et  al.). 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  two  on  Mar.  1st  (pn).  Staines  Res. ,  one  briefly 
on  Mar.  15th,  flew  off  NW  (adll,  jr).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  present 
from  Feb.  25th  to  Mar.  9tn  (cl  et  al.). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (bc)  and  from  May  13th  to 
16th  (gmh  et  al.). 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  one  on  five  dates  between  Feb.  23rd  and 
Mar.  31st  (bw?  etal.)  was  also  seen  off  Crayford  Ness  on  Feb.  23rd 
(gbc). 
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S  Worcester  Park,  one  found  in  poor  condition  on  the  Beverley  Brook 
on  Feb.  26th,  was  taken  into  care,  but  died  on  Mar.  1st  (rspca  per 
mj  cd). 


1985  Additional  Record 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  25th  (cl). 

A  small  influx  in  February  from  the  15th,  although  possibly  only  five 
birds  were  involved,  with  presumably  only  one  bird  on  the  River 
Thames;  of  the  two  birds  in  west  London,  one  was  a  long-stayer 
which  spent  most  of  April  on  Dachet  Common  G.P.  next  to  Queen 
Mother  Res.,  but  which  is  outside  the  London  Area. 


3 

E 


S 


Great  Northern  Diver 


King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  26th  (ab /).  Walthamstow  Res., 
one  from  Jan.  12th  to  Feb.  20th  (id  et  al.),  then  moved  to  Wm. 
Girling  Res. ,  where  it  was  present  from  Feb.  21st  to  Mar.  3rd  (pjv  et 
al.). 

Island  Bam  Res. ,  a  juvenile  from  Nov.  29th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (ml 
et  al.),  was  also  seen  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  Dec.  21st  (avm, 
pn). 


The  small  Island  Bam  Res.  continues  its  remarkable  attraction  for 
this  species,  even  though  it  is  covered  with  yachts  at  weekends. 


Diver  sp. 

E  River  Thames  at  Barking,  one  on  Mar.  26th  (pjs). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  24th  (gd«). 

Both  of  these  birds  were  probably  Red-throated  Divers. 


6  Little  Grebe 

Breeding  distribution  (numbers  of  pairs,  or  broods,  in  brackets), 
together  with  the  largest  counts,  and  Inner  London  records,  are 
given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (3).  Fairlop  (2).  Purfleet  (2).  Roydon  (1).  West 
Thurrock  (2).  Purfleet,  25  on  Dec.  20th.  Valentines  Park,  14  on  Jan. 
4th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (3).  Cheshunt  G.P.  (3).  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (3).  Maple 
Cross  S.F.  (10-12).  Park  Street  G.P.  (2).  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (5). 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.  (1).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  23  on  Sept.  9th.  Maple 
Cross  S.F.,  14  on  Mar.  27th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  17  on  Sept.  14th. 

M  Brent  Res.  (5).  Kempton  Park  Res.  (1).  Parkside  Reservoir,  Enfield 
(1).  Queen  Mary  G.P.  (3).  Brent  Res.,  16  on  Nov.  8th.  Harefield,  ten 
on  the  Grand  Union  Canal  on  Feb.  22nd.  Kempton  Park  Res.,  11  on 
Apr.  23rd.  Shepperton  G.P.,  up  to  21  in  March.  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park,  singles  on  the  Serpentine  on  Jan.  17th  and  from  Apr.  23rd  to 
28th  (ew,  dr/).  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  from  Mar.  19th  to  Apr.  15th, 
singles  from  June  1 1th  to  13th,  and  from  Oct.  20th  to  Dec.  15th 
(TRDf).  St.  James’s  Park,  reported  in  every  month  of  the  year  with 
one  or  two  in  most  months,  but  three  on  Jan.  16th  and  Feb.  6th,  and  a 
pair  on  Apr.  21st  heard  trilling,  but  not  proved  to  have  nested  (mh. 
dem,  pjo). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  ten  on  Jan.  28th.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  14  on  Mar.  16th. 

K  Kelsey  Park,  Beckenham  (1).  Ruxley  G.P.  (1).  Ruxley  G.P. ,  14-f  on 
Jan.  25th. 

S  Beddington  Park  (2).  Epsom  Common  (1).  Esher  Common  (1). 
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Lonsdale  Road  Res.  (1).  Poulter  Park,  River  Wandle  (1).  Waddon 
Ponds  (1).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Jan.  16th  (bm). 
River  Thames  at  Westminster,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (pjs). 


7  Great  Crested  Grebe 

The  number  of  proved  breeding  pairs  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  London  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey  Total 

1985  30  50  70  16  19  9  16  210 

1986  37  61  80  7  18  2  14  219 

The  upward  trend  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  continues, 
although  the  degree  of  success  in  rearing  young  was  very  variable. 
The  main  increases  this  year  were  all  north  of  the  River  Thames, 
mostly  in  this  species’  stronghold  in  the  gravel  pits  and  lakes  of  the 
Lea  and  Colne  valleys.  Outside  the  breeding  season,  the  cold 
weather  in  February  led  to  some  notable  flocks  on  the  larger 
reservoirs  and  also  to  a  lesser  extent  on  the  River  Thames,  as  many  of 
the  smaller  waters  froze  over  from  the  second  week  of  the  month. 
Queen  Mary  Res.  again  held  the  largest  numbers  of  birds  throughout 
the  autumn  and  winter  months,  showing  just  how  important  this  site 
has  become  as  a  moulting  and  wintering  site  for  this  species.  The 
largest  breeding  concentrations,  Inner  London  breeding  records, 
and  the  highest  counts  outside  the  breeding  season  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  130  on  Oct.  25th  and  100  on  Nov.  15th. 

Walthamstow  Res.,  seven  pairs  bred. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  24  pairs  bred. 

M  Brent  Res . ,  29  pairs  bred .  Queen  Mary  Res . ,  peak  monthly  counts  of 
310  on  Jan.  12th,  438  on  Feb.  22nd,  270  on  Aug.  31st,  282  on  Sept. 
21st,  289  on  Oct.  4th,  311  on  Nov.  16th  and  255  on  Dec.  14th. 
Shepperton  G.P.,  at  least  13  pairs  bred,  eight  successfully.  Wrays- 
bury  Res.,  260  on  Feb.  10th,  294  on  Mar.  8th,  109  on  Aug.  24th  and 
129  on  Oct.  2nd.  Inner  London:  bred  at  Kensington  Gardens  (one 
pair)  and  Regent’s  Park  (six  pairs). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  11  pairs  bred.  Queen  Mother  Res.,  184  on  Feb. 
14th. 

S  River  Thames,  92  on  Feb.  26th  (between  Richmond  and  Putney 
Bridges)  and  107  on  Mar.  2nd  (between  Teddington  Lock  and 
London  Bridge  in  Inner  London).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  179  on 
Feb.  24th. 

1985  Correction 

S  Inner  London,  a  pair  did  not  breed  in  Battersea  Park. 


8  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Oct.  4th  to  13th  (pjv  et  al.),  with  a 
second  bird  present  on  13th  (ab/)  and  another  on  Nov.  22nd  and  23rd 
(pjv  et  al.).  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  one  from  Feb.  9th  to  23rd,  but  two  on 
16th  (pjv  et  al.).  River  Thames  records  could  relate  to  the  same  bird; 
at  Purfleet  there  was  one  on  Feb.  22nd  (mkd,  rbh,  avm),  Rainham, 
one  on  Mar.  1st  (mkd  et  al. )  and  one  at  Barking  on  Mar.  9th  and  10th 
(kb). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  an  immature  from  Sept.  14th  to  Oct.  2nd  (wgl  et 
al.). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  one  from  Mar.  19th  (cl  et  al.),  was  joined  by  a 
second  on  Apr.  2nd  (rjs),  both  remaining  until  Apr.  9th.  King 
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George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  8th  (avm,  pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one 
on  Feb.  13th  (gcg),  and  two  on  Mar.  7th  and  12th  (cl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  present  between  Feb.  8th  and  Mar.  1st,  with 
two  on  Feb.  8th,  10th,  11th  and  20th,  and  one  on  other  dates  in 
between  (gmh,  rbh,  avm  etal.)-,  one  on  Apr.  4th  (cl),  a  juvenile  on 
Nov.  9th  (avm,  pn),  and  possibly  two  (one  adult)  on  Nov.  12th 
(gmh).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  9th  (apg,  rbh,  gdk,  im). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  wintering  birds  were  again  present  at  both  ends  of 
the  year;  the  bird  remaining  from  December  1985  was  present  until 
Feb.  9th  when  the  reservoir  froze  over,  but  returned  from  Mar.  6th  to 
31st,  when  it  is  then  thought  to  have  moved  to  Kempton  Park  Res., 
(see  above)  (mo).  Another  was  present  between  Nov.  17th  and  the 
end  of  the  year  (gmh,  rbh  etal.).  Molesey,  one  on  the  River  Thames 
on  Mar.  5th  (cc).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  single(s)  on  Feb.  15th 
(rbh),  Feb.  22nd  and  24th  (rjh),  and  Mar.  1st  (ml).  Walton  Res., 
one  on  Mar.  16th  (dg«). 

A  small  movement  was  noted  from  the  second  week  in  February,  but 
nothing  like  as  extensive  as  the  influxes  of  1979  and  1985. 

9  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res . ,  two  from  Oct .  9th  to  30th  ( ab /  et  al. )  and  two  on 
Nov.  15th  (jf).  Walthamstow  Res. ,  singles  from  Jan.  9th  to  26th  (gjw 
et  al.)  and  on  Sept.  26th  (adll).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  the  River 
Thames  on  Feb.  23rd  (rbh).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  15th 
(pjv). 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  one  on  Nov.  22nd  (pn).  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  two 
on  Feb.  24th  (gar).  Staines  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr. 
19th  and  20th  (rbh,  pn,  rjs  et  al.)  and  two  on  Dec.  6th  (pn).  Stoke 
Newington  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  16th  (gcg).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on 
Mar.  8th  and  11th  (cl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (cdrh).  Wraysbury  G.P., 
one  from  Dec.  1st  to  15th  (cl  et  al.). 

K  Dartford,  two  on  the  River  Thames  on  Feb.  22nd,  and  one  on  Feb. 
23rd  (Bwr). 

S  One  on  the  River  Thames  opposite  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Feb.  24th 
(jppw),  and  presumably  the  same  the  following  day  at  Mortlake 
(pag)  and  Kew  Bridge  (bm);  another  on  the  river  in  the  Teddington 
Lock/Ham  Lands  area  from  Mar.  1st  to  5th  (pag,  rbh,  jq)  was 
considered  to  be  a  different  individual.  Walton  Res.,  one  in  partial 
summer  plumage  on  Apr.  14th  (sjs). 

As  with  Red-necked  Grebe,  a  hint  of  a  small  arrival  in  February,  but 
otherwise  the  usual  scattering  of  records  in  the  late  autumn  and 
winter. 

10  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  18th  and  19th  (ab/,  cw  et  al.).  King 
George  V  Res.,  up  to  four  visited  in  March  from  Wm.  Girling  Res., 
otherwise  singles  on  Apr.  12th,  Aug.  22nd,  23rd,  and  31st  (cf,  jf, 
pjv).  NazeingG.P.,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (scr).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  three 
in  January  and  February,  four  in  March,  with  the  last  two  on  Apr. 
13th  (jf  et  al.)\  at  the  end  of  the  year,  three  in  September  and 
October,  four  in  November,  increasing  to  five  on  Dec.  6th  (pab,  jf). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  6th  (rdnhs).  King  George  VI  Res., 
four  on  Jan.  1st  (avm),  increased  to  five  between  Jan.  11th  and  26th, 
four  remaining  until  Feb.  16th,  and  one  to  18th  (pn  et  al.).  Also 
singles  on  Aug.  16th  (cl,  pn)  and  Aug.  31st  (avm).  Queen  Mary 
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Res.,  two  on  Jan.  1st  (apg),  singles  on  Jan.  4th  (cl,  avm,  pn),  and 
from  Feb.  14th  to  19th  (cl  et  al.).  Staines  Res.,  spring  passage  from 
Mar.  15th  to  Apr.  23rd,  with  peaks  of  seven  from  Mar.  30th  to  Apr. 
2nd,  ten  on  Apr.  4th,  and  eight  on  Apr.  8th  and  13th;  autumn  passage 
from  July  13tn  to  Nov.  9th,  with  highest  counts  of  three  on  July  19th, 
six  from  Aug.  10th  to  12th,  eight  on  Sept.  28th,  and  five  on  Oct.  2nd 
(mo).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  one  from  Dec.  20th  to  24th  (tg). 
Wravsbury  Res. ,  two  on  Mar.  8th  (cl,  pn),  singles  on  Mar.  9th  (rbh, 
avm),  Mar.  11th  (cl),  Mar.  19th  (rjs),  and  Sept.  12th  (cdrh). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  singles  on  Oct.  10th  (cdrh)  and  Oct.  25th 
(avm). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  from  Feb.  14th  to  18th  (gd«,  brg). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  from  Feb.  10th  to  13th  (gmh  etal.),  two 
on  Feb.  22nd  (rjh),  and  one  on  Mar.  16th  (dg n).  Walton  Res., 
singles  on  Feb.  7th  (cl),  Mar.  15th,  17th,  and  18th  (rjh  et  al.),  and 
Apr.  14th  (sjs).  There  was  clearly  some  movement  of  birds  between 
these  two  adjacent  reservoirs. 

Wintering  and  spring  passage  counts  of  this  London  Area  speciality 
were  as  good  as  ever,  but  autumn  numbers  at  Staines  Res.  were  well 
down  on  recent  years,  and  the  upsurge  in  numbers  which  was 
noticeable  in  the  early  1980s  seems  to  have  been  reversed,  for  the 
time  being  at  least.  The  seemingly  continual  emptying  and  refilling  of 
Staines  north  basin  seems  to  be  having  its  effect. 


12  Fulmar 

E  Walthamstow  Res. ,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (adll).  River  Thames  at  West 
Thurrock,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (avm). 

E/H  Fishers  Green  and  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (gjw  et  al.). 
M  Hounslow  Heath,  one  picked  up  on  Sept.  14th  weighed  only  485 
gms.,  just  over  half  this  species’  normal  weight.  It  was  taken  into 
care,  and  subsequently  released  at  Reculver,  Kent,  weighing  800 
gms.;  it  was  sexed  as  a  cf  (mh/,  sj).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  June  12th 

(DBm,  rm). 

An  unexpected  total  of  five  records  this  year  brings  the  London  Area 
total  to  18,  bettering  the  previous  best  year  of  1981,  when  four  birds 
appeared  after  gales  in  late  April.  Records  have  been  fairly  evenly 
spread  throughout  the  year,  there  being  only  two  months,  October 
and  December,  when  this  species  has  not  occurred. 

23  Leach’s  Petrel 

E  River  Thames  at  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (ab /,  mkd,  rbh, 
pjv). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (rem  et  al.). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  25th  (ml). 

This  species  has  now  appeared  in  every  year  since  1981,  although 
(apart  from  the  ‘wreck’  of  12  in  1983)  three  is  an  above  average 
showing. 

26  Cormorant 

The  monthly  maxima  at  the  five  known  roost  sites  are  shown  in  the 
following  table.  At  the  first  three  sites,  the  birds  use  trees  on  wooded 
islands,  and  on  the  last  two,  concrete  towers  in  the  middle  of 
reservoirs.  The  highest  counts  are  always  obtained  at  dawn  and  dusk, 
and  clearly  counts  at  other  times  of  the  day,  some  of  which  are  shown 


26 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  51  FOR  1986 


here,  are  not  representative  of  the  true  numbers  of  birds  using  the 
roost.  Likewise,  the  lack  of  counts  in  some  months  is  unlikely  to 
mean  that  no  birds  were  present. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun 

Jul  Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

155 

146 

300 

115 

47 

— 

— 

— 

15 

24 

156 

132 

Walthamstow  Res. 

150 

180 

180 

33 

26 

16 

37 

26 

105 

90 

125 

160 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

103 

130 

110 

20 

4 

1 

— 

3 

94 

120 

121 

140 

Wraysbury  Res. 

72 

94 

101 

33 

36 

12 

34 

109 

141 

117 

135 

98 

S 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

79 

280 

350 

55 

114 

61 

28 

Totals 

559 

8301,041 

201 

113 

29 

71 

138 

410 

465 

598 

558 

Although  none  of  these  counts  was  co-ordinated,  and  the  degree  of 
interchange  between  roosts  is  not  known,  the  March  count  of  1,041 
must  give  a  good  indication  of  the  number  of  birds  wintering  in  the 
London  Area.  Birds  disperse  widely  during  daylight  hours  to 
favourite  feeding  sites.  Details  of  high  counts  from  other  waters, 
movements,  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  under  counties 
below.  Also  included  are  some  details  of  ringed  birds. 

E  Walthamstow  Res. ,  a  dead  bird  on  May  21st  was  ringed  on  the  Fame 
Islands  on  July  3rd  1984,  and  another  found  on  Oct.  5th  had  been 
ringed  in  Jersey,  Channel  Islands,  on  22nd  June  1986.  At  the  same 
site  one  on  Feb.  12th,  and  three  on  Feb.  20th  wore  red  rings,  which 
are  known  to  have  been  attached  to  birds  on  St.  Margaret's  Island  off 
Tenby,  South  Wales.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  181  on  Oct.  5th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  234  flew  N  to  roost  on  Mar.  24th. 

M  Bushy  Park,  49  flew  over  in  lVi  hours  on  Nov.  21st.  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  239  on  Jan.  4th  and  292  on  Mar.  7th.  Shepperton  G.P.,  128  on 
Mar.  8th.  Staines  Res.,  77  flew  W  on  Mar.  8th.  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park,  up  to  five  on  the  Serpentine  between  Jan.  11th  and  17th. 
Regent’s  Park,  regularly  seen  flying  over,  maximum  13  on  Oct.  10th. 
Also  seen  flying  over  Bankside  (one  E  on  Jan.  31st),  Kilburn  (one  S 
on  Nov.  29th)  and  Victoria  Park  (two  on  Nov.  17th). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  88  on  Feb.  16th. 

K  Mostly  seen  along  the  Lower  Thames,  with  peak  counts  of  11  at 
Barking  on  Sept.  10th  and  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Nov.  30th  and  ten 
at  Woolwich  on  Mar.  26th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  136  on  Dec.  20th.  Ham  Lands,  c.  103  flew  W  on 
Nov.  24th.  Walton  Res. ,  c.  60  on  Jan.  25th.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  one  on  Feb.  10th.  River  Thames,  maximum  of  17  between 
Chelsea  and  London  Bridges  on  Mar.  1st. 


Twenty-five  years  ago... 

BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA.  1961. 


Cormorant 

M/S  Numerous  as  usual  in  winter,  with  a  maximum  of  70  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx.,  on 
Feb.  5th  and  12  present  on  July  26th....  The  most  reported  at  Walton  Res.,  Surrey,  was  53 
on  Feb.  4th. 


27  Shag 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  (mkd). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Feb.  22nd  (gar).  Wraysbury 
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Res.,  one  on  Aug.  10th  (avm)  and  Aug.  24th  (cl)  and  an  adult  on 
Oct.  21st  (gmh). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  up  to  three  birds  remained  from  the  November 
1985  influx  until  Apr.  30th,  and  one  until  at  least  June,  which  may 
have  been  the  bird  seen  on  Wraysbury  Res. 

K  River  Thames  at  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  one  on  Mar.  18th  (md). 

S  Croydon,  one  found  under  a  car  on  Feb.  13th  was  taken  into  care,  but 
died  on  Feb.  15th  (rspca  per  mj cd).  River  Thames  at  Ham  and 
Teddington,  an  immature  between  May  20th  and  July  23rd,  with  a 
second  bird  present  from  June  12th  to  20th  (jh,  rjh).  River  Thames 
at  Kingston,  the  immature  present  from  December  1985  stayed  until 
at  least  Apr.  28th,  but  two  immatures  were  reported  on  May  7th  and 
16th  (rjh,  wri).  Inner  London:  singles  on  the  River  Thames  by 
Battersea  Park  on  Jan.  17th  and  Feb.  28th  (bm). 


30  Bittern 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  from  Sept.  lstto3rd(MCRG).  Rye  Meads  S.F. 
and  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  the  bird  present  at  the  end  of  1985 
stayed  until  Mar.  21st  (kwb,  rmrg,  gjw  et  al.). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  31st  to  Mar.  2nd  (pcy  et  al.)  and 
presumably  the  same  on  Mar.  14th  (lh,  SMr).  East  Twickenham,  one 
flew  W  on  Oct.  29th  (dpb).  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  17th  (pj) 
and  20th  (sbr). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  26th  {per  tjd). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  3rd  to  Mar.  4th  (mo).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  one  on  Jan.  11th  and  12th  (snr). 

Records  in  October  are  unusual,  but  the  last  September  record  was  in 
1975,  although  there  was  a  record  of  two  in  August  1978  at  Rye 
Meads  S.F. 

39  Grey  Heron 

Breeding  records,  together  with  the  highest  counts  away  from 
heronries,  are  given. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  29  pairs  bred.  Walthamstow  Res.,  72  pairs  bred. 
West  Thurrock,  large  numbers  at  roost  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  with 
maxima  of  80  on  Jan.  2nd  and  85  on  Dec.  31st. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  14  nests  on  Apr.  2nd.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  21  on 
Aug.  18th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  27  occupied  nests.  Kempton  Park,  38  occupied 
nests.  Little  Britain  Lake,  a  pair  bred  for  the  first  time,  a  nest  with 
young  being  reported  on  Apr.  22nd.  Brent  Res.,  25  on  Feb.  15th  and 
23rd.  Syon  Park,  27  on  Feb.  18th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  five 
pairs  proved  to  have  bred,  and  a  sixth  pair  may  have  done  so. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  38  on  Dec.  28th. 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  up' to  40  in  early  December. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  eight  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  31  on 
Nov.  18th.  River  Thames  at  Battersea  Reach,  19  on  Feb.  22nd. 


42  White  Stork 

H  Rickmansworth,  one  flew  E  on  June  6th  (pTe). 

\ 

The  tenth  record  for  the  London  Area,  and  the  first  in  June. 
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44  Spoonbill 


H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  present  for  an  hour  on  Oct.  10th  (jcs). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  (pn  et  al.),  had  been  seen 
earlier  in  the  day  at  Queen  Mary  G.P.  Queen  Mary  G.P. ,  one  on  July 
4th  (dsd  et  al.)  was  almost  certainly  the  same  as  seen  at  Wraysbury 
the  following  day,  and  another  in  the  early  morning  of  Aug.  23rd 
(dcb,  dsd  et  al.),  flew  off  NW. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  flew  over  on  July  5th  (idw). 

Five  sightings  of  three  birds  brings  the  London  Area  total  to  15 
records,  all  of  which  have  been  between  Apr.  6th  and  Oct.  25th.  The 
two  in  Middlesex  and  Bucks,  were  both  in  first-summer  plumage  with 
black  wing-tips. 


46  Mute  Swan 

The  numbers  of  breeding  pairs  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  London  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey  Total 

1985  5  15  13  0  0  7  6  '  46 

1986  5  18  15  1  5  5  15  64 

A  39%  increase  in  nesting  pairs  from  the  previous  year  is  particularly 
encouraging,  and  matches  increases  noted  in  studies  further  up  the 
Thames  Valley  to  the  west  of  London,  where  not  only  was  the 
number  of  breeding  pairs  higher,  but  the  incidence  of  lead  poisoning 
(caused  by  the  ingestion  of  anglers’  lead  weights)  was  distinctly 
reduced  during  the  1986  fishing  season.  The  ban  on  the  import  or  sale 
of  lead  weights,  which  came  into  force  on  Jan.  1st  1987,  should  go  a 
long  way  in  improving  the  fortunes  of  this  species.  Observers  should 
continue  to  submit  all  breeding  records  of  Mute  Swans  in  the  future 
so  that  the  population  can  be  accurately  monitored.  It  was  interesting 
to  note  the  presence  of  some  quite  large  flocks  again  at  sites  on,  or 
near  to,  the  River  Thames,  another  indication  of  a  good  breeding 
season. 
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The  highest  counts  in  each  sector  are  given  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  34  on  July  12th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  25  on  Aug.  19th.  Broxbourne  G.P.,  25  on  Nov.  30th. 

Bury  Lake,  29  on  Aug.  30th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  24  on  Sept.  30th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  53  on  Nov.  9th.  Shepperton  G.P.,  44  on  Oct. 
12th  and  Dec.  14th.  Staines  Res.,  68  on  Dec.  24th.  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  21  on  Feb.  15th. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  17  on  Dec.  28th. 

K  River  Thames  at  Greenwich  Reach,  42  on  Sept.  4th. 

S  Richmond  Park,  24  on  Dec.  3rd.  River  Thames  at  Molesey,  37  on 
May  21st. 

47  Bewick’s  Swan 

E  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  14  on  Jan.  24th  (mc). 

M  Staines  Res.,  five  on  Jan.  11th,  flew  off  W  and  were  later  seen  in 
Bucks,  (cl,  rjs)  and  one  on  Nov.  30th  (ass). 

B  On  Jan.  11th,  the  five  birds  from  Staines  Res.  were  seen  flying  over 
Wraysbury  G.P.  (rrg)  and  also  Queen  Mother  Res.  (cl,  mjs,  sjw). 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Dec.  24th  (ajm,  rpm,  bw t).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  11  on  Jan.  15th  (snr). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  two  on  Nov.  28th  (wr)  and  one  flew  E  on  Nov.  30th 
(rbh,  djl).  Beddington  S.F.,  four  on  Dec.  23rd,  flew  over  in  two 
groups  (gdjm). 

1985  Additional  Records 
M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  26th  (cl). 

S  Tooting,  three  flew  W  on  Jan.  19th  (gdjm). 

Four  flocks  between  Jan.  11th  and  24th,  during  relatively  mild 
weather,  but  none  at  all  during  February  when  they  might  have  been 
expected  during  the  very  cold  weather. 

47/48  Bewick ’s/Whooper  Swan 

S  River  Thames  at  Ham,  one  which  flew  upriver  on  Feb.  27th  was 
thought  to  have  been  a  Whooper  Swan  (jh). 

51  White-fronted  Goose 

See  also  Appendix  I 

S  Barnes,  aflock  was  heard  flying  W  at  23.31  hrs.  on  Dec.  28th  (rbh). 

After  the  widespread  sightings  in  1985,  this  isolated  record  is  the 
poorest  showing  since  1980. 

53  Greylag  Goose 

The  resident  feral  population  continues  to  do  well  alongside  the  more 
numerous  Canada  Goose  at  lakes  and  gravel  pits  in  the  Area. 
Breeding  records  and  the  largest  counts  are  given.  Odd  records  of 
ones  and  twos  were  widespread. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  broods  in  June. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  pair  bred.  Stocker’s  Lake,  62  on  Sept.  5th. 
M  Broadwater  G.P.,  two  pairs  bred;  97  adults  and  seven  juveniles  on 
June  29th.  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  pair  bred.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
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Park,  29  on  Sept.  4th.  St.  James’s  Park,  at  least  four  broods,  and  up 
to  111  in  September. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  14  on  Dec.  26th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  highest  count  was  235  on  June  27th. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  one  pair  bred;  21  on  July  12th.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  up 
to  14  in  January  and  February.  Wimbledon  Common,  ten  flew  W  on 
Feb.  27th. 


55  Canada  Goose 

A  selection  of  the  largest  breeding  concentrations,  and  highest 
counts  for  each  county  are  given.  Two  flocks  of  over  one  thousand 
birds  were  reported  in  September,  the  highest  counts  ever  in  the 
London  Area. 

E  Fairlop,  580  on  Sept.  13th.  Fishers  Green,  15  broods  raised,  and  400 
on  Feb.  9th.  Nazeing  G.P.,  five  pairs  bred.  Walthamstow  Res.,  30 
broods,  and  758  on  June  15th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  16  pairs  bred,  and  a  count  of  1,087  on  Sept.  13th. 
Maple  Cross,  700-800  on  Jan.  5th.  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  21  pairs 
nested.  Stocker’s  Lake,  over  100  young  raised;  300  on  Sept.  30th. 
West  Hyde,  650  on  Feb.  16th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  six  pairs  bred.  Broadwater  G.P.,  520  on  Feb.  9th.  King 
George  VI  Res.,  1,139  on  Sept.  6th.  Moorhall  G.P.,  nine  broods  on 
May  24th.  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  750  on  Aug.  23rd.  Shepperton  G.P., 
eight  nests  and  up  to  650  in  August.  Staines  Res.,  379  on  Jan.  5th. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  366  on  Feb. 
15th.  St.  James’s  Park,  at  least  five  broods. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  650  on  Nov.  12th. 

K  Kelsey  Park,  Beckenham,  six  pairs  nested.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  150 
on  June  30th. 

S  BucklandS.P.,  five  or  six  pairs  bred.  Gatton  Lake,  300  on  Feb.  16th. 


57  Brent  Goose 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  two  on  Jan.  18th  and  again  on  Oct.  18th  (cgai).  Fishers 
Green,  one  on  Dec.  18th  (mjm).  Grays,  one  on  Mar.  2nd  (jmh). 
H  Amwell  G.P. ,  29  on  Nov.  30th  flew  off  S  (gjw).  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  one 
on  Feb.  8th  (rmrg). 

K  Orpington,  nine  flew  SW  on  Oct.  11th  (brg).  River  Thames  at 
Dartford,  five  flew  upriver  on  Jan.  11th  (Bwr). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  from  Mar.  5th  to  17th  (bpa,  nps  et  al.),  with  a 
second  bird  present  on  Mar.  12th  (rbh,  mp,  nps).  Beddington  S.F., 
15  for  most  of  the  day  on  Nov.  30th  (gdjm).  Richmond  Park,  one  at 
the  Pen  Ponds  on  Nov.  29th  (ba,  da,  hac).  South  Croydon,  17  flew 
SW  at  15.15  hrs.  on  Nov.  30th  (rlm).  Sutton,  one  flew  Son  Oct.  24th 
(sjwg).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  flew  upriver  on  Mar. 
22nd  (bm). 

1985  Additional  Record 

S  Tooting,  40  flew  WSW  on  Oct.  30th  (gdjm). 

As  often  happens,  the  three  biggest  flocks  this  year  were  all  on  the 
same  day.  (See  photograph  opposite  p.  32). 


Wild  Goose  sp. 

S  Ham,  20-30  which  flew  S  on  Jan.  1st,  were  thought  to  have  been 
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White-fronts  (jh).  Stockwell,  eight  grey  geese  flew  SW  on  Feb.  13th 
(cdrh). 

61  Shelduck 

All  proved  and  possible  breeding  records  are  given,  together  with  the 
highest  counts  at  other  sites. 

E  Monthly  maxima  on  the  Lower  Thames  are  shown  in  the  following 
table.  No  figures  were  available  for  some  months,  which  suggests 
lack  of  counts  rather  than  lack  of  birds. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barking 

100 

87 

100 

115 

— 

— 

— 

10 

130 

128 

142 

— 

Rainham 

62 

80 

120 

60 

67 

30 

30 

— 

50 

12 

35 

50 

Thurrock 

100 

100 

100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Breeding  was  reported  from  the  River  Thames  at  Purfleet  (one  pair), 
Rainham  (four  pairs)  and  West  Thurrock  (three  pairs),  whilst  in  the 
Lea  Valley  single  pairs  bred  successfully  at  Fishers  Green,  King 
George  V  and  Wm.  Girling  Reservoirs,  and  elsewhere  one  pair  bred 
at  Fairlop  and  two  pairs  may  have  bred  at  Rainham  G.P.  A  pair  was 
also  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Corbets  Tey.  Highest  count 
otherwise  was  seven  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Apr.  17th. 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  a  pair  in  spring  (also  seen  at  Rye  Meads)  and  with  four 
flying  young  on  July  12th,  but  they  did  not  breed  here.  Cole  Green,  a 
pair  with  ten  young  in  July.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  five  on  Feb.  7th  and  8th, 
a  pair  in  the  spring  (see  Amwell)  probably  bred. 

M  The  adjacent  Staines  and  King  George  VI  Reservoirs  attracted  most 
of  the  birds  in  this  sector.  Staines  was  drained  between  January  and 
early  March  (though  frozen  for  most  of  February)  and  also  between 
late  October  and  early  December.  King  George  VI  was  at  a  very  low 
level  from  late  April  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Monthly  maxima  at  these 
two  sites  were  as  follows. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

King  George  VI  Res.  —  3  —  2  15  26  8  1  4  —  44 

Staines  Res.  16  8  10  12  2  —  —  —  —  —  42 

Also  regularly  reported  at  the  drained  Kempton  Park  Res.  between 

March  and  June,  with  a  maximum  of  16  on  Apr.  15th;  14  other  sites 
(mostly  in  west  London)  held  up  to  six  birds,  although  breeding  was 
not  proved  anywhere  in  the  county. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  a  pair  with  young  seen,  presumed  to  have  bred  here. 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  maximum  of  12  on  Apr.  27th  and  May  6th. 

K  Crossness,  130  on  Jan.  14th.  Dartford  Marsh,  23  on  Feb.  8th,  c.  50  on 
Mar.  1st  and  15  on  Dec.  15th;  one  pair  bred.  Also  territorial  display 
seen  at  nearby  Littlebrook  in  June.  Stone  Marsh,  12  on  June  8th.  The 
only  records  away  from  the  Thames  marshes  were  from  Sevenoaks 
Reserve* where  up  to  three  were  reported  on  four  dates  between 
April  and  July. 

S  Present  at  14  localities  during  the  year,  particularly  in  the  Walton/ 
Hersham  area  in  the  spring  and  summer,  although  the  only  possible 
breeding  record  from  here  was  of  a  pair  with  a  juvenile  at  Molesey 
G.P.  on  July  6th,  which  may  have  been  locally  bred.  Highest  counts 
were  five  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Mar.  10th,  five  flying  SW  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  Aug.  12th,  and  eight  at  Walton  Res.  on  May 
11th. 

63  Mandarin 

The  continued  expansion  of  this  species  into  the  woods,  parks  and 
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lakes  of  suburban  northeast  London  was  the  most  notable  feature  of 
the  year,  and  this  part  of  London  is  now  beginning  to  rival  Surrey  as 
the  stronghold  of  this  small  exotic  duck  in  our  Area.  All  breeding 
records,  and  other  sites  of  occurrence  are  given,  but  records  are 
summarised  for  certain  localities. 

E  Epping  Forest,  probably  several  breeding  pairs  during  the  summer, 
although  only  one  brood  seen;  highest  winter  counts  were  eight  on 
Jan.  11th  and  16  on  Dec.  21st.  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Apr. 
19th.  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  eight  on  Jan.  1st,  12  from  Feb.  16th  to  23rd, 
and  one  on  Nov.  15th. 

H  Singles  at  Amwell  G.P.  (from  Oct.  4th  to  18th),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (on 
July  19th  and  Nov.  19th),  and  Stocker’s  Lake  (from  May  1st  to  10th). 

M  Boxer’s  Lake,  Enfield,  three  on  Jan.  20th.  Brayside  Farm  Pond, 
Enfield,  a  pair  on  Apr.  20th.  Broomfield  Park,  Palmers  Green,  a  pair 
on  Feb.  24th  and  Mar.  6th,  seven  $$  on  Aug.  26th,  and  up  to  ten 
between  Sept.  2nd  and  9th.  Forty  Hall,  Enfield,  maximum  of  seven 
between  Nov.  12th  and  Dec.  8th.  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate, 
reported  in  every  month  except  September,  with  peak  winter  counts 
of  five  in  January,  nine  in  February,  17  on  Nov.  4th  increasing  to  21 
on  Dec.  2nd,  and  31  on  Dec.  31st;  two  pairs  bred,  five  adults  with  13 
young  seen  on  June  30th.  Oak  Hill  Park,  East  Barnet,  a  pair  on  Apr. 
6th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  flew  Eon  Feb.  22nd.  Shepperton  G.P.,  a 
pair  on  three  dates  in  April,  and  one  on  Sept.  21st  and  28th.  Staines,  a 
pair  at  Ashby  Recreation  Ground  on  Apr.  15th.  Whitewebbs  Wood 
Lake,  a  pair  in  April,  and  an  adult  with  four  downy  young  on  Aug. 
2nd;  also  two  on  Nov.  12th  and  three  on  Dec.  1st.  Wildwoods  Lake, 
three  on  Dec.  8th.  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  a  free-flying  cf 
on  Dec.  20th  (pjs). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  seven  cfcT  on  June  1st.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  five  on  Mar. 
15th  was  the  only  report  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  followed  by  five 
on  May  19th,  one  between  June  29th  and  July  23rd,  and  four  on  Aug. 
9th;  there  were  ten  on  Sept.  27th,  but  only  one  or  two  from  then  until 
the  end  of  the  year. 

S  Ashtead  Common ,  a  pair  on  Apr.  5th  and  one  on  May  3rd .  Bookham 
Common,  eight  on  Jan.  12th,  two  on  Mar.  16th  and  one  on  23rd. 
Cannon  Hill  Common,  one  in  July  and  August.  Epsom  Common, 
c.20  on  Jan.  12th,  a  nest  with  eggs  nearby  in  April  and  a  $  with  three 
young  in  May.  Ham  Pond,  one  on  June  11th.  Hersham  G.P.,  up  to 
four  in  July.  Kew  Gardens,  one  from  May  2nd  to  8th,  and  a  pair  on 
Aug.  20th.  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  on  Apr.  19th  and  one  until  May 
6th.  River  Mole,  a  $  with  five  young  at  Stoke  D’Abemon  on  June 
13th,  and  also  noted  as  present  at  Mickleham  Priory.  Walton  Res., 
one  on  May  11th.  West  End  Common,  one  on  Apr.  26th  and  27th. 
Wimbledon  Common,  a  $  with  three  young  on  the  Beverley  Brook 
on  May  25th. 


WILDFOWL 

The  indices  of  the  monthly  winter  wildfowl  counts  for  the  five  latest 
seasons,  together  with  the  highest  monthly  count  for  each  species 
made  in  1986/87,  are  given  in  Table  1.  In  view  of  the  resurgence  of 
Smew  numbers  and  the  continued  upsurge  of  Ruddy  Ducks,  the 
indices  for  the  last  season  (Smew)  and  the  last  two  seasons  (Ruddy 
Duck),  as  well  as  the  current  season  are  included. 


above:  Brent  Goose  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  March  1986 , 
(Photo:  R.  B.  Hastings). 

below:  Kittiwake  at  West  Thurrock ,  March  1986. 
(Photo:  A.  V.  Moon). 
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Table  1.  Index  of  mean  winter  wildfowl  counts  from  1982/83  to 
1986/87  and  peak  counts  for  1986/87  (excluding  Lower  Thames). 

Indices  Peak  Count 


1982/83 

1983/84 

1984/85 

1985/86 

1986/87 

1986/87 

Month 

Wigeon 

115 

185 

510 

566 

680 

2,088 

Jan 

Gadwall 

153 

183 

190 

268 

307 

828 

Nov 

Teal 

134 

145 

131 

220 

160 

1,410 

Nov 

Mallard 

87 

98 

109 

110 

89 

2,760 

Jan 

Shoveler 

165 

130 

107 

147 

144 

1,358 

Dec 

Pochard 

37 

70 

93 

91 

166 

2,817 

Dec 

Tufted  Duck 

41 

46 

50 

52 

76 

6,223 

Nov 

Goldeneye 

89 

98 

88 

102 

120 

342 

Mar 

Smew 

47 

103 

52 

Feb 

Goosander 

230 

263 

397 

295 

529 

302 

Jan 

Ruddy  Duck 

62 

133 

245 

100 

Feb 

All  except  three  species  (Teal,  Mallard  and  Shoveler)  increased  this 
season  and  some  substantially  -  the  index  for  Smew  doubled  and  that 
for  Ruddy  Duck  almost  doubled.  The  aggregate  count  rose  to  18,080, 
distinctly  higher  than  the  previous  five  seasons  and  the  highest  since 
the  last  flock  of  mixed  diving  duck  appeared  at  Staines  Res.  during 
the  winter  of  1979/80.  The  impressive  flock  of  Pochard  and  Tufted 
Duck  at  Staines  greatly  improved  this  aggregate.  Comments  on 
individual  species  are  given,  in  bold  type,  in  the  systematic  list. 


64  Wigeon 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  increased  for  the  fourth  consecutive 
year  and  are  now  substantially  higher  than  in  any  previous  year.  The 
severe  weather  early  in  1987  was  responsible  for  many  large  counts. 

See  also  Appendix  II 

1986.  Although  not  nearly  as  widespread  in  large  numbers  as  during 
the  influx  of  January  1985,  counts  were  still  very  high  in  west  London 
during  the  cold  weather  of  February,  with  a  record  count  yet  again  at 
King  George  VI  Res.  The  highest  counts,  summer,  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop,  singles  on  June  22nd  and  July  13th.  Fishers  Green,  32  on 
Jan.  9th  and  45  on  Dec.  31st.  Purfleet,  24  on  Mar.  3rd.  Rainham 
Marsh,  50  on  Jan.  18th,  91  on  Feb.  15th,  70  on  Mar.  1st  and  up  to  35 
in  December. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  13  on  Mar.  23rd.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  13  on  Sept.  20th  and 
22  on  Dec.  21st.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  13  on  Oct.  4th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  28 
on  Jan.  26th,  and  up  to  15  in  late  December. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  27  on  Feb.  22nd.  Kempton  Park  Racecourse,  354 
on  Jan.  12th,  460  on  Feb.  16th,  450  on  Mar.  9th,  206  on  Nov.  16th  and 
355  on  Dec.  14th.  King  George  VI  Res.,  562  on  Jan.  26th,  823  on 
Feb.  8th  (the  highest  count  ever  in  the  London  Area),  declining  to 
695  on  Feb.  22nd,  one  on  June  25th,  92  on  Sept.  29th,  94  on  Oct. 
11th,  55  on  Nov.  16th,  and  56  on  Dec.  14th.  Stain  Hill  Res.,  98  on 
Nov.  16th.  Staines  Res. ,  572  on  Jan.  12th,  200+  on  Mar.  12th,  one  on 
June  21st,  230  on  Nov.  15th,  and  215  on  Dec.  14th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  20  on  Dec.  22nd. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  20  to  30  between  Feb.  22nd  and  Mar.  3rd. 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  18  on  Jan.  19th. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  18  on  Feb.  16th.  Walton  Res.,  257  on  Jan.  6th, 
250+  on  Mar.  15th,  63  on  Oct.  12th,  and  256  on  Dec.  19th.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  one  from  Jan.  26th  to  Feb.  15th. 
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67  Gadwall 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  The  index  rose  to  a  new  maximum,  following  a 
decade  of  steady  increase. 

See  also  Appendix  II 

1986.  Five  pairs  bred  successfully  this  year  (all  in  the  Herts,  sector) 
and  several  other  pairs  summered;  they  have  now  bred  in  three  of  the 
last  four  years  in  London.  Once  again  a  major  influx  took  place  in 
November  when  there  was  a  minimum  of  1 ,013  birds  in  the  Area;  the 
previous  highest  count  in  London  was  easily  surpassed  by  the  count 
of  379  at  King  George  VI  Res.  (Middx.)  on  Nov.  16th.  Quite  scarce 
up  until  15-20  years  ago,  this  species  continues  to  go  from  strength  to 
strength.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  monthly  totals 
from  the  principal  localities  in  tabular  form  and  the  remaining 
highest  county  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Roydon  G.P.,  one  on  May  11th.  King  George  V  Res.,  50  on  Feb. 
15th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  pair  in  May  and  June.  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  two 
pairs  bred.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  pairs  bred.  Stocker’s  Lake,  at  least 
one  pair  bred.  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  60  on  Jan.  12th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  up  to  nine  birds  in  May  and  June.  King  George  VI 
Res.,  up  to  16  birds  in  May  and  June.  Kempton  Park  Res.,  up  to 
three  birds  in  May  and  June.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  pair  present  in 
May  and  June. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  60  on  Feb.  16th. 

K  Ruxley  G.P. ,  two  birds  in  June.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  up  to  three  birds 
in  June;  40  on  Jan.  17th  and  26th. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  50  on  Feb.  16th.  Richmond  Park,  64  on 
Dec.  21st.  River  Ember  at  Hersham,  70  on  Mar.  1st. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

47 

12 

18 

3 

— 

5 

104 

159 

139 

Roydon  G.P. 

130 

80 

80 

— 

— 

18 

70 

76 

152 

H 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

136 

52 

42 

— 

— 

36 

40 

70 

120 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

8 

144 

54 

9 

13 

44 

42 

79 

25 

Stocker’s  Lake 

27 

24 

— 

2 

36 

41 

60 

66 

70 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

64 

87 

18 

4 

10 

— 

18 

18 

24 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

30 

— 

— 

11 

80 

273 

379 

95 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

77 

164 

15 

7 

3 

13 

6 

59 

11 

Shepperton  G.P. 

50 

107 

4 

— 

— 

9 

10 

41 

70 

B 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

75 

185 

146 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

S 

Walton  Res. 

35 

51 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

50 

88 

69  Teal 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  dropped  slightly  this  year  with  no 
exceptional  influx,  despite  this  the  index  remains  higher  than  during 
the  early  1980s. 

1986.  No  pairs  bred  this  year  and  only  two  pairs  summered.  The  huge 
totals  at  Staines  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  attracted  by  the  low 
water  levels  and  ideal  feeding  conditions  on  both  basins.  The 
February  counts  for  Staines  and  King  George  VI  Reservoirs  (*see 
table  below)  were  made  on  Feb.  8th  and  9th  respectively,  but  Staines 
froze  on  the  night  of  8th,  so  most  birds  moved  over  to  King  George 
VI  on  9th  (ana  were  consequently  recounted  there).  The  monthly 
maxima  for  the  principal  localities  are  given  in  tabular  form  below; 
details  of  summering  birds,  an  observation  of  feeding  birds  as  well  as 
the  remaining  highest  county  counts  are  listed  under  each  county. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs  summered.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  a  single 
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bird  in  June  which  had  moulted  its  flight  feathers.  Dagenham  Chase, 
100  in  January  and  February.  Fishers  Green,  100  on  Jan.  26th. 
Walthamstow  Res.,  125  on  Mar.  15th.  West  Thurrock,  100  during 
January  and  February. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  singles  on  May  1st  and  June  21st.  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  50 
on  Jan.  26th.  Maple  Cross  S.F. ,  50  on  Jan.  18th  and  55  on  Feb.  20th. 
Panshanger,  70  on  Jan.  3rd.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  54  on  Jan.  25th. 

M  Edmonton  S.F. ,  450  on  Jan.  12th  and  350  on  Dec.  20th.  King  George 
VI  Res. ,  ten  on  June  21st  and  17  on  June  28th.  Springwell  W.C.B . ,  62 
on  Feb.  23rd.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  a  on  Sept.  9th. 

B  The  highest  count  in  this  sector  was  32  on  Mar.  2nd  at  Horton  G.P. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  up  to  four  from  May  to  July.  Thamesmead/ 
Crossness,  c.200  on  Jan.  10th.  Woolwich,  100  on  Jan.  14th. 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  a  pair  on  June  16th.  Hersham  S.F. ,  c.  100  on  Nov. 
27th;  one  observer  noted  birds  feeding  beneath  the  revolving  arms  on 
some  filter  beds.  Island  Barn  Res.,  200+  on  Jan.  25th.  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.,  157  on  Oct.  12th. 


E 

Rainham  Marsh 

Jan 

200 

Feb 

400 

Mar 

500 

Apr 

30 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

800 

350 

24 

— 

— 

50 

344 

400 

2 

Barking 

245 

149 

135 

14 

— 

— 

188 

170 

277 

H 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

120 

70 

100 

1 

— 

7 

5 

50 

20 

Rye  House  Marsh 

90 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

119 

110 

M 

Kempton  Park  Res. 

— 

— 

60 

32 

133 

179 

218 

304 

410 

King  George  VI  Res. 

435 

1,568* 

— 

— 

7 

250 

84 

137 

589 

Staines  Res. 

2,000 

2,000* 

481 

250 

— 

69 

245 

963 

220 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

— 

154 

70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

55 

Littlebrook  G.P. 

195 

145 

70 

19 

— 

2 

63 

90 

87 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res. 

58 

72 

60 

23 

7 

23 

— 

40 

55 

Hogsmill  S.F. 

75 

300 

200 

9 

— 

42 

20 

8 

26 

70  Mallard 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  After  remaining  constant  for  two  seasons  the 
index  dropped  to  its  lowest  level  since  1982/83,  which  was  the  worst 
season  on  record.  This  species  is  clearly  unaffected  by  the  upward 
trend  of  most  other  species  of  wildfowl. 

See  also  Appendix  II 

1986.  Counts  in  excess  of  300  (or  highest  county  counts  where  these 
are  lower),  together  with  some  Inner  London  breeding  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  26  broods;  364  on  July  23rd. 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  17  broods;  maxima  were  782  on  Sept.  13th  and  676  on 
Oct.  4th.  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  17  broods.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  23  broods;  361 
on  Feb.  23rd. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  c.500  on  Feb.  15th.  King  George  VI  Res.,  627  on 
Jan.  26th,  481  on  Feb.  9th,  c.700  on  Sept.  14th,  345  on  Oct.  11th  and 
324  on  Dec.  14th.  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  20-30  pairs  nested,  15 
broods  seen.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens, 
132  on  Apr.  9th  and  112  on  July  1st.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  at  least  17 
broods;  215  on  Mar.  13th,  212  on  Aug.  26th,  200  on  Nov.  20th  and 
219  on  Dec.  15th.  Regent’s  Park,  106  on  Feb.  15th  and  152  on  Dec. 
6th.  St.  James’s  Park,  a  minimum  of  12  broods;  115  on  July  30th. 
Victoria  Park,  E9,  113  on  Nov.  20th. 

B  The  highest  count  was  113  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Dec.  14th. 

K  The  highest  count  was  266  at  Crossness  on  Oct.  8th  -  well  down  on 
previous  years. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  620  on  Sept.  14th  and  550  on  Oct.  12th. 
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72  Pintail 

See  also  Appendix  I 

The  drying  up  of  the  lagoons  at  Rainham  (so  favoured  by  this  species) 
has  put  an  end  to  the  three  figure  counts  here,  and  it  is  now  at  very 
much  of  a  low  ebb  in  London.  They  are  now  more  regular  in  winter  in 
the  Staines  area  than  at  Rainham.  All  records  are  given,  but 
summarised  for  the  main  localities. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Jan.  16th,  seven  on  Feb.  6th  and  three  on  Feb. 
21st  (adw,  mjm).  Rainham  Marsh,  19  on  Jan.  10th,  five  during 
February,  eight  on  Mar.  11th  and  one  on  Mar.  16th  (mkd,  mh). 
Roydon,  two  on  Mar.  28th  (rwb).  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on 
July  23rd  and  Aug.  9th  and  two  on  Aug.  22nd  (jf,  pm,  adll).  West 
Thurrock,  eight  on  Jan.  2nd  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  nine  on  Feb. 
22nd  (jf). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  seven  on  Nov.  2nd  (gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  pair 
from  Mar.  5th  to  15th  (rmc,  shm).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  three  on  Jan. 
4th,  two  on  26th,  three  during  February  and  up  to  Mar.  2nd  (rmrg). 
Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  nine  flew  S  on  Nov.  9th  (hpm). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  on  Feb.  15th  (rb^).  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on 
Jan.  4th,  11  on  26th  and  on  Feb.  8th,  12  on  9th  and  13  on  Feb.  16th; 
during  the  autumn  two  birds  were  present  from  Aug.  23rd  onwards, 
then  three  on  Sept.  29th,  five  on  Oct.  11th,  Nov.  16th  and  six  on  Dec. 
13th  and  14th  (pn  et  al.).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  nine  flew  NW  on  Dec. 
20th  (hrg).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (cl).  Shepperton 
G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  23rd  (sbr).  Staines  Res.,  present  from  Jan.  1st  to 
Mar.  16th  with  peaks  of  15  on  Jan.  25th  and  26th,  12  on  Feb.  4th  and 
14  from  Mar.  12th  to  16th  (mo) ;  during  the  autumn  present  from  Oct. 
25th  until  the  end  of  the  year  with  peaks  of  five  on  Oct.  31st  and  eight 
on  Dec.  20th  (mo).  Inner  London:  Victoria  Park,  E9,  a  cf  on  Nov. 
20th  (nmc). 

B  Horton  G.  P. ,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (avm).  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  two  flew  over 
on  Sept.  25th  (rrg). 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  11  on  Mar.  2nd.  Littlebrook  G.P.,  three 
on  Jan.  11th  (bw t). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  from  Feb.  6th  to  8th  (cl,  gdjm). 


73  Garganey 

A  fairly  average  showing;  as  is  usual  autumn  records  greatly 
outnumbered  spring  ones.  The  first  bird  was  at  Tyttenhanger  on  Apr. 
19th  and  the  last  two  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Oct.  8th.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on 
July  6th  (mkd).  Roydon  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  16th  (hpm).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res. ,  one  on  Oct.  2nd,  6th,  two  on  4th  and  one  on  8th  (gcg,  pf, 
pjv,  cws).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (mkd,  pjv).  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  two  on  Sept.  16th  (adw). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  from  Sept.  8th  to  10th  (br).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one 
on  July  27th  (mcrg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  on  Apr.  21st  (rrd)  and 
one  on  Sept.  10th  (trd).  Tyttenhanger  G.P. ,  a  pair  from  Apr.  19th  to 
22nd  (mcb,  spe,  jht). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  2nd  to  8th  (lab,  cl).  Kempton  Park 
Res.,  a  cf  from  May  11th  to  18th  (rbh  et  al.);  during  the  autumn 
present  continually  from  July  18th  to  Sept.  2nd  with  one  or  two  on 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1986 


37 


most  dates  but  three  on  Aug.  15th  (pn,  rjs  et  al.).  King  George  VI 
Res.,  singles  from  Aug.  2nd  to  17th  and  from  Sept.  4th  to  14th  (pn, 
bar,  rjs  et  al.).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  July  19th  (cl). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  from  July  8th  to  14th  and  another  from  July 
26th  to  Aug.  9th  (gdjm).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on  July  6th  (dv). 
Island  Bam  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (ml). 

1985  Additional  Record 
E  Dagnam  Park,  a  pair  on  Apr.  15th  (cj). 


75  Shoveler 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  Although  numbers  dropped  slightly,  the  index 
has  remained  fairly  static  during  the  past  five  years,  apart  from  a 
decrease  in  1984/85.  Nevertheless  this  plateau  is  still  an  historic  high 
point  with  regard  to  the  species’  fortunes  in  London. 

1986.  Only  one  pair  was  proved  to  have  bred,  although  several  other 
pairs  probably  bred.  Winter  totals  remained  close  to  those  of 
previous  years.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds  and 
monthly  maxima  for  sites  where  counts  exceeded  100,  in  tabular 
form,  are  given  below.  (The  great  mobility  of  this  duck  in  the  Middx, 
and  Surrey  sectors  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  viewing  the  table). 
Highest  county  counts  where  these  did  not  exceed  100  are  listed 
under  county  headings. 

E  Rainham  Marsh ,  three  pairs  summered ,  one  of  which  probably  bred . 
Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  pair  bred,  rearing  five  young.  Stocker’s  Lake, 
up  to  three  birds  present  during  the  summer. 

M  Brent  Res. ,  up  to  five  birds  summered,  and  at  least  one  juvenile  was 
seen.  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  up  to  four  birds  present  during  May.  King 
George  VI  Res.,  two  birds  present  during  May,  but  numbers  had 
built  up  to  18  by  June  14th  and  69  by  June  21st.  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  68  on  Jan.  11th  and  90  on  Feb.  12th. 
Regent’s  Park,  90  on  Oct.  28th  and  42  on  Nov.  8th.  St.  James’s  Park, 
41  on  Feb.  22nd. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  40  on  Dec.  21st.  River  Thames  and  Dartford 
Marsh,  50  on  Feb.  22nd.  Thamesmead,  c.40  on  Nov.  11th  and  37+  on 
Dec.  22nd.  No  other  count  exceeded  30. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res. 

28 

103 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Roydon  G.P. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

85 

121 

129 

Walthamstow  Res. 

55 

17 

30 

65 

165 

170 

99 

80 

32 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

81 

200 

70 

— 

— 

220 

260 

28 

27 

H 

Broxboume  G.P. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

101 

— 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

108 

132 

100 

31 

33 

101 

30 

99 

76 

Stocker’s  Lake 

105 

50 

60 

44 

— 

40 

50 

116 

220 

Troy  Mill  G.P. 

130 

135 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

— 

130 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Charlton  G.P. 

201 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

351 

— 

— 

300 

250 

270 

143 

380 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

114 

356 

9 

— 

— 

3 

136 

160 

230 

Staines  Res. 

275 

— 

126 

75 

— 

213 

62 

96 

252 

Wraysbury  Res. 

no 

B 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

123 

173 

7 

— 

— 

— 

38 

— 

— 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res. 

100 

123 

155 

3 

19 

59 

13 

16 

38 

Island  Bam  Res. 

312 

310 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

4 

18 

Lonsdale  Road  Res.  s 

105 

64 

86 

18 

40 

53 

90 

85 

33 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

302 

280 

9 

— 

— 

17 

262 

46 

155 

38 
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76  Red-crested  Pochard 

See  also  Appendix  II 

All  records  this  year  are  published  in  this  section;  unlike  previous 
years,  when  flocks  of  blatantly  captive  origin  birds  have  been  seen, 
there  were  few  instances  where  birds  can  safely  be  ascribed  to  being 
‘escapes'.  The  birds  at  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  and  Stocker’s  Lake  are 
perhaps  more  suspect  than  most  whilst,  conversely,  those  appearing 
during  October  and  November  are  more  likely  to  be  wild  in  origin. 

E  Valentines  Park,  Ilford,  a  J  during  February  and  March  (cg«). 

Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  6th  (lg). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake  (and  Bury  Lake),  three  (2  cfc?)  from  Mar.  21st  to 
Apr.  17th  and  a  cT  from  Apr.  21st  to  30th  (rrd  et  al.). 

M  Brent  Res.,  an  immature  u  on  Nov.  8th  (lab).  King  George  VI 
Res.,  an  adult  cf  from  Aug.  4th  to  19th  (pn,  rjs  etal.),  was  also  seen 
at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  17th  (gmh).  Staines  Res.,  one  (probably 
juvenile)  from  Oct.  26th  to  Dec.  4th  (gmh  et  al.),  was  also  seen  on 
King  George  VI  Res;  on  Nov.  2nd,  22nd  and  23rd  (avm,  pn). 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res. ,  a  cf  on  Aug.  14th  and  15th,  a  pair  on  Oct.  7th 
and  a  cf  on  Nov.  2nd  to  3rd  (veh,  adt).  Richmond  Park,  two  on  May 
8th  (jsa). 


77  Pochard 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  Following  several  years  of  low  numbers  the 
index  increased  to  its  highest  level  this  decade  -  mainly  due  to  large 
numbers  on  King  George  VI  Res. 

1986.  At  least  55  pairs  bred,  compared  with  38  pairs  in  1985 ,  probably 
one  of  the  best  years  yet.  The  impressive  flocks  that  were  present  in 
the  Staines  area  at  both  ends  of  the  year  were  the  largest  since  the 
huge  raft  of  5,000  that  frequented  Staines  during  the  1979/80  winter, 
and  the  first  counts  over  1,000  since  1981.  The  great  attraction  that 
Staines,  in  particular,  had  for  this  duck  was  largely  due  to  the  low 
water  levels,  combined  with  extensive  coverage  of  weeds  that  had 
grown  on  the  reservoir  floor  whilst  it  had  been  drained  during  the 
summer  of  1985.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  monthly 
maxima  for  principal  localities  in  tabular  form  and  remaining  highest 
county  counts,  under  county  headings,  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair  summered.  King  George  V  Res.,  one 
brood.  Roydon  G.P.,  100  on  Jan.  12th  and  19th.  Sewardstone  G.P., 
one  brood.  Walthamstow  Res.,  11  broods. 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  one  pair  bred.  Hilfield  Park  Res. ,  one  pair  bred;  123 
on  July  20th  and  150  on  Aug.  10th.  Maple  Cross  S.F. ,  two  pairs  bred. 
Rye  House  Marsh,  one  pair  bred.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  152  on  Feb.  23rd. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  bred;  175  on  Dec.  5th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  four  broods.  Finsbury  Park,  two  broods.  Grovelands 
Park,  Southgate,  one  brood.  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  up  to  four  pairs 
summered  and  probably  bred,  but  no  young  were  seen.  Tottenham 
Cemetery  Pond,  at  least  one  pair  bred.  Inner  London:  Regent's 
Park,  25  pairs  bred;  104  on  Feb.  15th  and  101  on  Mar.  8th.  St.  James’s 
Park,  at  least  two  broods;  45  on  Feb.  22nd. 

B  Highest  counts  were:  Old  Slade,  299  on  Dec.  18th,  Wraysbury  G.P. , 
130  on  Jan.  1st  and  170  on  Dec.  14th. 

K  Highest  counts  were:  Littlebrook  G.P.,  77  on  Dec.  28th,  Ruxley 
G.P.,  75  on  Jan.  18th  and  78  on  Dec.  28th. 
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S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  up  to  six  birds  present  during  May  and  June;  155  on 
Jan.  26th.  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  at  least  one  pair  bred. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar  Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Walthamstow  Res. 

155 

360 

87  — 

118 

25 

191 

210 

255 

M 

Brent  Res. 

— 

— 

100  — 

— 

160 

— 

200 

200 

Broadwater  G.P. 

— 

300 

—  — 

90 

— 

— 

— 

32 

King  George  VI  Res. 

886 

1,020 

—  — 

— 

— 

280 

484 

1,584 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

101 

356 

—  — 

— 

— 

136 

— 

— 

Staines  Res. 

696 

— 

1,060  — 

300 

984 

1,646 

1,317 

124 

79  Ferruginous  Duck 


Never  before  has  there  been  such  clear  evidence  of  an  influx  into  the 
London  Area  (and  indeed  nationally)  than  there  was  during  the 
autumn  of  1986.  At  least  four  (and  possibly  five)  birds  were  found 
and  whilst  the  first  Amwell  bird  could  perhaps  be  a  little  suspect  in 
origin  (preceding  the  main  influx  by  nearly  three  months),  the 
remaining  birds  surely  are  above  suspicion.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Netherhall  G.P. ,  an  immature  cf  from  Nov.  15th  to  Dec.  31st  (mc  et 
ai),  and  the  same  bird  at  Roydon  G.P.  on  Dec.  23rd  (hpm,  adw), 
where  it  remained  into  1987  (this  bird  was  also  seen  in  Herts.). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  an  eclipse  cf  from  Aug.  5th  to  6th  (wgl,  br,  gjw);  an 
immature  cf  from  Dec.  27th  to  30th  (see  Essex!  (tpa,  br,  gjw). 
Broxbourne  G.P.,  an  immature  cf  on  Nov.  22nd  (see  Essex)  (gjw). 

M  Staines  Res. ,  a  $  from  Oct.  26th  to  Nov.  26th,  with  two  $  $  present 
on  Nov.  2nd  and  15th  (gmh  et  al.).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  (probably 
first-winter)  on  Sept.  20th  (cdrh). 

The  Staines  birds  arrived  with  an  impressive  gathering  of  Pochard 
and  Tufted  Duck.  The  difficulty  in  picking  up  these  two  birds  (the 
original  bird  was  always  quite  predictable,  since  it  would  often  sit  on 
the  bank)  meant  that  only  occasionally  were  the  two  birds  seen  at  the 
same  time,  although  they  could  well  have  arrived  and  left  together. 
One  observer  (cdrh)  expressed  some  reservations  about  the  genetic 

a  of  one  of  the  Staines’  birds,  but  we  are  not  aware  that  anyone 
eld  similar  views,  nevertheless  some  doubt  must  remain. 
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80  Tufted  Duck 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  Although  a  slight  increase  was  evident  this 
season,  the  index  still  remains  at  a  fairly  low  level  compared  with  the 
1970s. 

See  also  Appendix  II 

1986.  Another  good  year  for  breeding  birds,  and  totals  even 
exceeded  last  year’s  record  total.  The  major  part  of  this  increase  is 
due  to  rises  in  the  Herts,  sector,  where  observer  coverage  was  again 
first  class.  The  coverage  during  the  moult  period  in  August  was 
considerably  better  than  last  year  (but  largely  due  to  the  effort  of  only 
a  few  observers)  and,  partly  due  to  the  massive  flock  that  gathered  at 
Staines  Res.,  a  monstrous  total  of  7,739  birds  was  counted  through¬ 
out  London  during  August.  This  greatly  exceeds  last  year’s  total  of 
4,670,  and  impressively  surpasses  the  6,600  amassed  during  the 
survey  year  of  1979.  These  figures  only  serve  to  highlight  the  London 
Area  as  a  site  of  international  importance  for  Tufted  Duck,  during 
the  moult  period.  The  trend  of  moulting  birds  using  London  waters, 
first  detected  by  Oliver  ( LBR  40:80-84)  is  clearly  still  an  upward  one. 
The  February  influx  (see  table  of  site  counts  below)  was  also  very 
marked  and  particularly  notable  was  the  count  of  909  in  St.  James's 
Park,  no  count  has  ever  reached  400  here  before.  The  big  collection 
of  birds  at  Staines  peaked  at  3,313  during  October  and  paralleled  the 
influx  of  1979  when  5,000  birds  were  present.  Part  of  the  attraction 
here  was  the  relatively  low  water  levels  combined  with  the  almost 
total  coverage  of  the  reservoir  floor  with  weeds  before  it  was  filled 
earlier  in  the  year.  The  count  of  1,310  (see  table)  at  Queen  Mother 
Res.  reflects  the  value  of  this  site  as  a  refuge  when  other,  shallower, 
waters  freeze  over. 


Essex 

Herts. 

Middx. 

Inner 

London 

Bucks. 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

Broods 

65 

94 

16 

48 

— 

5 

10 

238 

Sites 

9 

13 

7 

4 

— 

3 

5 

41 

Broods 

64 

119 

29 

37 

2 

9 

13 

273 

Sites 

11 

8 

9 

4 

1 

3 

8 

44 

Concentrations  of  ten  or  more  broods  were  reported  from:  (E) 
Walthamstow  Res.  (43),  (H)  Amwell  G.P.  (38),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (23), 
Rye  Meads  S.F.  (51);  (M)  Stoke  Newington  Res.  (10);  (IL)  St. 
James’s  Park  (19)  and  Regent’s  Park  (16). 

All  counts  of  over  500  are  given  in  the  table  below,  highest  county 
counts  (where  these  did  not  exceed  500)  are  listed  below  along  with  a 
ringing  recovery  and  some  Inner  London  counts.  The  asterisked  * 
totals  in  the  table  below  are  the  highest  counts  during  the  month,  and 
not  those  used  to  reach  the  August  total  of  7,739,  when  counts  closest 
to  Aug.  10th  were  used.  All  figures  used  in  the  table  are,  of  necessity, 
not  co-ordinated  so  some  movement  between  sites  could  have  taken 
place  between  counts;  however  they  are  felt  to  be  sufficiently 
accurate  to  provide  a  good  overall  impression  of  numbers  present 
during  the  year. 

E  Walthamstow  Res. ,  a  bird  found  dead  on  June  9th  had  been  ringed  at 
Peakirk,  on  Oct.  21st  1985. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  the  peak  counts 
were  164  on  Jan.  11th  and  167  on  Mar.  8th.  Regent’s  Park,  131  on 
Mar.  8th. 

K  Peak  counts  were  all  on  the  River  Thames:  Greenwich  Reach .  400  on 
Feb.  23rd  and  Thamesmead,  303  on  Dec.  16th. 
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S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  107  on  Feb.  5th,  110  on  Nov.  28th  and 
141  on  Dec.  19th. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

842t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Walthamstow  Res. 

663 

1,247 

— 

— 

790 

1,370* 

— 

— 

490 

— 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

805 

800* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

H 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

539 

758 

154 

206 

311 

384 

260 

242 

242 

— 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

450 

300 

— 

— 

- - 

570 

— 

— 

345 

321 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

132 

— 

— 

215 

— 

— 

280 

793 

134 

St.  James’s  Park 

— 

909 

264 

Staines  Res. 

155 

— 

807 

1,155 

1,880 

2,914 

2,687 

3,313 

2,684 

149 

Stoke  Newington  Res. 

— 

700 

720 

— 

184 

240 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wraysbury  Res 

— 

557 

— 

— 

— 

446 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

559 

1,310 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

81 

188 

368 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

267 

65 

69 

50 

— 

52 

— 

42 

370 

1,051 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res. 

702 

750 

153 

48 

— 

250* 

102 

33 

164 

202 

3,375 

6,728 

1,903 

1,459 

4,185 

7,868 

3,049 

3,991 

5,276 

2,489 

tThe  King  George  V  Res.  count  used  for  the  moult  total  was  only  98,  since  this  site  is  now  subject  to 
considerable  disturbance  from  windsurfers.  The  count  of  842  largely  consisted  of  birds  flying  over. 


81  Scaup 

As  in  1985  another  marked  invasion  took  place  during  January  and 
February,  although  fewer  birds  were  involved.  Due  to  the  fact  that 
many  records  refer  to  only  one  date,  raising  the  possibility  of 
duplication,  it  is  not  possible  to  suggest  a  total  of  the  number  of  birds 
present  during  the  influx.  Only  Broadwater  G.P. ,  Regent’s  Park  and 
Staines  Res.  had  records  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  a  $  on  Feb.  15th,  a  cf  from  Feb.  16th  to  Mar.  3rd,  but 
three  (1  cf)  on  Feb.  28th  (gjw,  adw).  King  George  V  Res. ,  a  cf  from 
Mar.  8th  to  Apr.  13th  (pjv  et  al .)  but  two  (1  cf)  on  Mar.  16th  (cf). 
River  Thames  at  Rainham,  a  cf  on  Feb.  22nd  and  a  $  from  Mar.  3rd 
to  9th  (mkd,  rbh,  cl,  prw).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  99  on  Feb. 
12th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  a  $  on  Feb.  23rd  (rbh).  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  a  cf  from  Mar.  2nd  to  Apr.  13th  (pjv,  gjw  et  al.)  and  on  May 
5th  (hpm). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  pair  on  Jan.  11th  (rl).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  a  J  on 
Feb.  23rd  (rmrg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  an  immature  cf  on  Jan.  4th  and 
from  Feb.  16th  to  21st  (je,  rrd,  rdnhs  et  al.). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  an  immature  cf  on  Jan.  18th  (cl),  an  adult  cf  on 
Mar.  31st  and  from  Apr.  19th  to  May  5th  (cl  et  al. ) ;  a  cf  on  Dec.  26th 
(jwh).  Staines  Res.,  two  99  on  Mar.  19th  (rjs),  three  (1  cf)  from 
Mar.  23rd  to  Apr.  13th,  one  §  remaining  to  May  3rd  (cl,  rjs  etal.)\  a 
pair  on  Oct.  28th  (gmh),  up  to  three  birds  from  Oct.  31st  to  Nov.  7th 
and  a  9  from  Nov.  14th  to  Dec.  1st  (cl  et  al.).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  a  cf  on  Dec.  4th  (tr Dt). 

B  Horton  G.P. ,  an  immature  cf  on  Jan.  1st  (rbh),  a  $  on  Jan.  7th,  14th 
and  Mar.  8th  (cl  etal.).  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  $  intermittently  from 
Jan.  6th  to  Feb.  8th  (cdrh  et  al.),  this  bird  was  also  seen  at  Horton 
and  Wraysbury  G.P.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  $  on  Jan.  14th  (gar). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  an  immature  cf  on  Jan.  1 1th,  a  cf  on  Jan.  26th  and  a 
9  from  Mar.  9th  to  Apr.  15th  (rbh,  sih,  nps).  Inner  London:  River 
Thames  at  Battersea  Park,  a  $  from  Feb.  27th  to  Mar.  20th,  when  it 
was  seen  in  the  park  (rbh,  bm). 


82  Eider 

M  Staines  Res. ,  a  9  on  Apr.  28th  (mlb).  Wraysbury  Res. ,  a  9  on  Aug. 
10th  and  23rd  (avm,  bar). 
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B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  the  $  that  first  appeared  in  November  1985  was 
present  until  May  16th  (mo),  it  was  also  seen  at  Horton  G.P.  on  Jan. 
12th  and  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Apr.  12th  (mh). 

The  above  records  undoubtedly  all  relate  to  the  same  bird  -  despite 
the  long  gap  between  the  last  Queen  Mother  sighting  and  that  at 
Wraysbury  Res.,  since  it  was  also  present  near  Queen  Mother  Res. 
on  Datchet  Common  G.P.  (just  outside  our  Area)  until  at  least 
mid-June. 


86  Long-tailed  Duck 

E  Walthamstow  Res. ,  the  cf  present  since  October  1985  was  present  all 
January  (jf  et  al.).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  the  same  cf  from  Feb.  8th  to 
23rd  (gjw  et  al.). 

M  Staines  Res. ,  a  cf  on  Mar.  23rd  and  26th,  three  (1  cf )  on  Mar.  30th, 
but  four  $  $  on  Mar.  31st,  then  four  (1  cf )  on  Apr.  2nd,  and  five  (1 
Cf )  from  Apr.  4th  to  13th  declined  to  three  9  $  on  Apr.  14th,  a  cf  on 
Apr.  15th,  one  on  Apr.  20th  and  the  last  (a  $)  on  Apr.  23rd  (dp,  cl, 
rjs  et  al.).  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  9  §  on  Feb.  10th  and  22nd  and  a  $ 
on  four  dates  between  Mar.  8th  and  Apr.  14th  (gmh,  cl,  pn  et  al.). 

B  Horton  G.P. ,  a  cf  on  Mar.  2nd  and  from  Mar.  12th  to  19th  (cl  et  al. ) . 
Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  cf  from  Feb.  28th  to  Mar.  2nd  (cdrh  et  al.) 
was  also  seen  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  from  Mar.  6th  to  9th  (cdrh  et  al.) 
and  at  Horton  (see  above).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  the  two  $9  present 
from  November  1985  remained  together  until  Feb.  23ra  (mo),  a 
single  $  that  stayed  until  May  6th  was  thought  to  be  different  from 
the  original  two  (cdrh  et  al.). 

The  sighting  of  five  birds  together  at  Staines  Res.  in  April  is  unique  in 
London,  three  birds  have  been  seen  together  on  several  occasions 
and  four  together  only  once  (November  1932  at  Staines).  It  is 
probable  that  two  of  these  five  birds  were  the  original  two  that  had 
arrived  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  in  November  1985. 


87  Common  Scoter 
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The  above  histogram  shows  three  well  defined  peaks  during  the  year:  the  first 
(and  most  significant)  during  the  spring,  which  coincides  with  the  major 
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up-Channel  movement  during  April.  The  two  lesser  peaks  occurred  in  late 
summer  (July  to  early  August)  and  in  October  and  November.  The  summer 
peak  mainly  involves  birds  heading  towards  their  moulting  areas  and  the 
autumn  movement  reflects  birds  returning  to  their  wintering  grounds  after  the 
moult  period.  Additionally  it  is  also  quite  apparent  that  Common  Scoters 
frequently  occur  during  the  winter  and  this  is  mainly  linked  to  cold  weather. 
The  histogram  was  compiled  from  481  records  between  1940  and  1986. 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  a  pair  on  Apr.  11th  and  a  cf  on  Apr.  27th  (pjv, 
gjwJ.  Roydon  G.P.,  a  $  on  Apr.  19th  (hpm).  Walthamstow  Res.,  six 
Cf(j  on  July  19th  (db,  pm).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  13th 
(pjv);  26  (7  cf  cf )  on  July  13th  and  a  pair  from  July  14th  to  18th  (pjv  et 
a/.). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Apr.  12th  and  Oct.  13th  (tpa,  gjw). 
Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  pair  on  July  26th  (gjw).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  14  (9 
Cfcf)  on  Apr.  27th  (trd,  avm)  (see  Middx.). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  14  (9  cfcf)  on  Apr.  27th  (avm  et  al.)  were  also 
seen  at  Troy  Mill  (Herts.).  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  a  $  on  Apr.  27th  (pn). 
Staines  Res. ,  a  cf  on  Apr.  27th  (mo).  Wraysbury  Res. ,  four  (1  o')  on 
Oct.  15th  and  two  Jy  on  Oct.  27th  (cl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  six  (2  cfcf)  from  Jan.  11th  to  17th  (cl,  rjs  et 
al.).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  six  (2  cfcf)  on  Sept.  14th  (rbh,  jq,  pjs  et  al.). 
Walton  Res.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  14th  (sjs). 

1985  Additional  Record 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  four  cfcf  on  Oct.  12th  (cl). 

A  typical  showing  spread  over  five  months  of  the  year,  nearly  50%  of 
the  records  were  in  April.  The  flock  of  26  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  is  the 
second  largest  to  be  seen  in  London  after  the  raft  of  79  that  appeared 
at  Walthamstow  on  Nov.  6th  1980. 


89  Velvet  Scoter 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  immature  on  Nov.  22nd  (pjv  et  al.). 
This  was  the  only  record. 


91  Goldeneye 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  A  further  rise  in  the  index  occurred  this  year  and 
it  is  now  close  to  the  level  reached  during  the  peak  years  in  the  early 
1980s. 

1986.  Individual  totals  this  year  appeared  unexceptional,  but  a  count 
of  109  at  Walton  Res.  is  notable  for  being  the  first  to  exceed  100  at  a 
single  locality  in  the  London  Area.  The  monthly  totals  in  the  table 
below  again  provide  a  broad  impression  of  numbers  present  through¬ 
out  the  year,  and  indeed  the  figure  of  477  for  March  exceeds  even  the 
impressive  426  in  February  1985.  Even  allowing  for  duplication  (and 
the  fact  that  at  least  64  birds  were  present  on  other  waters  during 
March)  it  is  felt  to  be  a  reasonably  realistic  overall  total.  Details  of  a 
summering  bird,  monthly  maxima  for  each  of  the  principal  localities 
in  tabular  form  and  all  other  counts  over  ten  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res. ,  a  cf  during  May  remained  until  June  7th  when  it 
moved  to  Wm.  Girling  Res.  where  it  was  seen  on  June  28th  and  July 
19th.  King  George  V  and  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  30  on  Nov.  15th. 

H  CheshuntG.P.,tenon  Jan.  31st,  14  on  Feb.  4th  and  Mar.  11th.  Apart 
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from  those  in  the  table  below  no  other  counts  exceeded  ten  in  this 
sector. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  three  $  $  on  the  Serpentine  on  Jan.  16th 
(mh)  and  a  $ /immature  on  Dec.  13th  (dr/). 

B  The  count  of  78  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Mar.  16th  (see  table)  was  all 
on  one  small  gravel  pit. 

K  There  were  reports  of  singles  from  six  sites. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  ten  on  Mar.  4th  and  7th.  Inner  London:  River 
Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  a  cf  on  Feb.  21st  (bm). 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res. 

41 

— 

80 

90 

— 

— 

— 

Wm.  Girling  Res 

15 

22 

22 

— 

— 

23 

26 

H 

Stocker’s  Lake 

19 

8 

33 

3 

2  ' 

12 

15 

Troy  Mill  G.P. 

23 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

1 

42 

23 

4 

— 

3 

9 

King  George  VI  Res. 

46 

10 

5 

2 

— 

36 

10 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

28 

57 

12 

30 

— 

32 

58 

Shepperton  G.P. 

13 

19 

15 

1 

— 

5 

8 

Staines  Res. 

55 

20 

25 

36 

— 

12 

6 

Wraysbury  Res. 

28 

73 

60 

23 

— 

40 

14 

B 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

7 

24 

15 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

18 

27 

78 

20 

— 

14 

29 

S 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

9 

24 

— 

— 

— 

3 

17 

Walton  Res. 

25 

20 

109 

26 

1 

17 

22 

Totals 

328 

374 

477 

237 

3 

197 

217 

93  Smew 

1986.  Fewer  birds  were  present  this  year  than  had  been  in  early  1985. 
This  was  due  to  the  less  severe  weather  prevalent  in  January  and 
February.  Counts  from  the  principal  sites  are  given  in  the  table,  other 
counts  are  given  below  along  with  the  last  bird  of  the  spring  and 
records  from  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  worth  noting  that  Wraysbury 
Res.  is  mainly  used  as  a  roost  site,  and  generally  birds  are  only  found 
here  during  the  day  when  all  adjacent  gravel  pits  are  frozen. 

E  Singles  were  also  present  on  single  dates  at  Fairlop  and  Hackney 
Marsh. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  seven  on  Feb.  13th.  Singles  at  Amwell  and  West 
Hyde  G.P. 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  two  on  Jan.  18th  and  singles  on  Feb.  5th  and  8th. 
Shepperton  G.P.,  up  to  five  from  Jan.  1st  to  Mar.  8th  and  three  seen 
on  the  River  Thames  here  on  Feb.  24th.  Singles  at  Staines  Moor  and 
Wood  Green  Res.  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  27th.  Hampton 
Filter  Beds,  one  on  Dec.  1st  rising  to  four  on  Dec.  14th.  Wraysbury 
Res.,  two  on  Dec.  14th.  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  23rd  was  the  last 
bird  of  the  spring. 

B  Tilehouse  G.P. ,  four  on  Jan.  25th,  three  on  Feb.  7th,  two  on  Feb.  9th 
and  one  on  Mar.  10th.  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  7th  and  16th,  four 
on  20th  and  one  on  21st.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  Nov.  30th,  then  up 
to  five  in  December. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  8th,  was  the  only  record. 

S  River  Mole  at  Hersham,  two  on  Feb.  11th,  and  one  on  24th  and  25th. 
Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  25th  and  five  on  Feb.  22nd.  Singles  at 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  Richmond  Park,  River  Ember  and  River 
Thames  at  Thames  Ditton. 
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E  Fishers  Green 

King  George  V  Res.  and 
Wm.  Girling  Res. 
Walthamstow  Res. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake 

M  Brent  Res. 

Broadwater  G.P. 
Hampton  Filter  Beds 
Queen  Mary  Res. 
Wraysbury  Res. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P. 

Horton  G.P. 

Totals 


Jan.  1st  Jan.  16th  Feb.  1st 


to  15th  to  31st  to  10th 
1  2  3 

—  —  1 

—  1  — 

1  —  1 

1  4  2 

—  —  2 

6  8  20 

12  11  5 

11  16  14 

32  42  48 


Feb.  11th  Feb.  21st  Mar.  1st 


to  20th  to  28th  to  15th 
19  15  13 

—  4  1 

4  3  1 

1  1  4 

2  4  3 

7  2  4 

3  2  4 

4  2  2 

13  13  10 

9  3  7 

3  2  16 


65  51  65 


94  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  Fishers  Green ,  a  cf  on  Mar .  2nd  and  3rd  (m jm  ,  ad w) .  King  George  V 
Res.,  a  cf  on  Feb.  20th  and  Mar.  15th  (rmc,  pj vetal.).  The  following 
records  were  all  on  the  River  Thames  at:  Barking  on  Mar.  1st  (cf ) 
(rbh),  Rainham  on  Feb.  1st  and  22nd  (mkd,  pl)  and  West  Thurrock 
on  Mar.  3rd  (cl). 

S  Epsom  Common  Great  Pond,  a  cf  on  May  17th  and  18th  (sDweta/.). 
After  the  influx  in  early  1985,  this  was  a  quiet  year  by  comparison. 

95  Goosander 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  A  marked  surge  in  the  index  took  place  this 
season,  returning  to  the  peaks  attained  during  the  early  1960s. 

1986. A  return  to  more  normal  totals  after  the  large  counts  during 
1985.  The  last  bird  of  the  spring  was  on  Apr.  26th  and  the  first  bird  of 
the  autumn  was  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Oct.  11th.  All  counts 
from  principal  localities  are  included  in  the  table,  all  other  counts 
that  reached  double  figures  are  listed  below. 

E  Connaught  Water,  20  on  Apr.  11th. 

H  The  highest  count  was  nine  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Mar.  11th.  No  other 
site  had  more  than  one  bird. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  ten  on  Feb.  18th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  ten  on  Jan.  12th  was  the  highest  count. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  13  on  Feb.  8th  and  19  on  Mar.  8th.  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.,  22  on  Feb.  24th. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

17 

15 

25 

3 

— 

— 

4 

King  George  V  and 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

38 

60 

65 

30 

1 

17 

Walthamstow  Res. 

— 

27 

15 

8 

— 

— 

— 

M 

King  George  VI  Res. 

59 

50 

81 

28 

1 

1 

34 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

83 

144 

143 

6 

— 

3 

49 

Staines  Res. 

25 

15 

25 

6 

— 

6 

11 

Wraysbury  Res. 

16 

47 

46 

— 

— 

— 

2 

B 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

8 

21 

50 

1 

— 

— 

— 

S 

Walton  Res. 

17 

44 

34 

8 

— 

— 

6 

96  Ruddy  Duck 

1986/87.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  continue  to  increase  rapidly,  having 
virtually  doubled  in  each  of  the  last  two  seasons. 

A 

1986.  Three  pairs  bred  successfully  this  year,  two  pairs  in  Herts,  and 
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one  in  Middx.,  and  a  further  three  pairs  were  seen  displaying  at 
different  sites.  The  prospects  for  this  adaptable  duck  do  indeed  look 
good.  A  pattern  is  now  becoming  well  established  with  influxes 
taking  place  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  with  further  invasions  if  any 
cold  weather  ensues.  The  majority  of  these  winter  birds  disappear  by 
mid- April  (presumably  returning  to  the  West  Midlands  or  Avon), 
with  only  breeding,  or  potential  breeding,  birds  remaining  during  the 
summer.  It  would  seem  to  be  these  summering  birds  (perhaps  30  or 
so)  which  account  for  all  London  records  between  late  April  and  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  main  wintering  site  at  the  Walton  Reservoir 
complex  generally  only  holding  birds  from  January  to  April.  The 
peak  this  year  was  in  February  when  at  least  180  birds  were  present 
during  the  cold  weather.  Unlike  Smew  which  are  incredibly  mobile 
during  the  day,  Ruddy  Duck  are  also  incredibly  mobile  but  only  at 
night,  with  very  few  birds  moving  from  one  locality  to  another  during 
daylight  hours.  However  Ruddy  Duck  will  usually  only  move  if  the 
shallow  waters  that  they  prefer  freeze  over,  stimulating  a  move  to 
deeper  ice-free  waters.  This  has  the  advantage  that  counts  on  one 
particular  day  are  very  unlikely  to  involve  birds  counted  elsewhere, 
out  counts  on  consecutive  days  are  likely  to  include  birds  already 
counted  elsewhere.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds  are 
given,  along  with  summaries  from  principal  localities. 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  five  on  Mar.  2nd,  two  on  8th  and  three  on  15th. 
Nazeing  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  28th  and  five  on  Mar.  1st  and  2nd. 
Walthamstow  Res.,  present  from  Feb.  11th  to  Mar.  7th  with  a  peak 
of  nine  on  Feb.  12th;  one  on  Nov.  1st  and  17th.  Wm.  Girling  Res., 
present  from  Feb.  8th  to  Mar.  12th  with  seven  on  Feb.  23rd.  Up  to 
two  birds  were  also  seen  at  Fairlop  and  Fishers  Green. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  pair  bred  rearing  three  young;  up  to  nine  in 
November  and  December.  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  pair  bred, 
although  only  one  young  bird  was  seen.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair 
displaying  in  June,  but  did  not  breed.  Up  to  two  birds  were  also  seen 
at  Amwell  G.P.,  Cheshunt  G.P.  and  Troy  Mill  G.P. 

M  Bedfont  G.P.,  one  pair  with  three  small  young  on  Aug.  12th.  Brent 
Res.,  two  cTcT  displaying  during  the  summer.  Broadwater  G.P., 
present  from  January  to  April  and  September  to  December,  the 
peaks  being  16  in  March  and  14  in  December.  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  a 
pair  displaying  in  June.  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  or  two  birds 
during  tne  first  two  and  last  two  months  of  the  year,  the  peak  being  15 
on  Feb.  22nd.  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  one  on  Jan.  4th,  and  up  to  17  (22nd) 
in  February.  Staines  Res.,  up  to  17  birds  during  March.  Wraysbury 
Res. ,  only  present  in  February  and  March  the  peak  being  25  on  Feb. 
10th.  Up  to  seven  birds  at  eight  other  sites.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  two  on  Mar.  6th  and  three  on  Mar.  20th.  St.  James’s  Park,  up  to 
four  captive  birds  during  the  year. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  seven  on  Feb.  23rd  was  the  highest  count.  Up  to 
four  birds  at  four  other  sites. 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  two  on  Feb.  21st.  Ruxley  G.P.,  two  from 
March  to  July.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  or  two  in  January. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  only  present  from  Feb.  10th  to  Mar.  8th 
with  peaks  being  93  on  Feb.  22nd  (25  on  Walton)  and  70  on  Feb.  23rd 
(30  on  Walton).  Walton  Res.,  present  from  Jan.  25th  to  Apr.  14th 
and  in  December,  peak  count  was  85  on  Mar.  1st.  Up  to  two  seen  at 
six  different  sites  on  the  River  Thames  and  at  Bam  Elms  Res. 

97  Honey  Buzzard 

S  Godstone,  one,  perhaps  two,  on  Sept.  7th  (rgm).  South  Croydon, 
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one  on  May  23rd  was  feeding  on  garden  lawns  (akb  et  al.). 

Of  all  the  16  London  records,  over  50%  have  been  in  the  Surrey 
sector. 

98  Black  Kite 

M  Hampton  Hill/Bushy  Park,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (pag). 

The  third  London  Area  recorded  of  a  rapidly  increasing  species 
within  Britain  and  Europe.  Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee. 

99  Red  Kite 

E  Sewardstone,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (mt). 

K  Orpington,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (jcb). 

The  15th  and  16th  records  for  London,  although  nine  of  these  have 
been  during  the  1980s.  Unfortunately  this  fine  raptor  remains  as 
elusive  as  ever  to  the  majority  of  London’s  birdwatchers,  all  records 
have  been  on  single  dates.  13  have  occurred  from  January  to  May  and 
six  of  these  in  April. 

103  Marsh  Harrier 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  {flew  N  on  Apr.  29th  (twg).  Rye  Meads  S.  F.,  a 
{/immature  flew  E  on  May  23rd  and  a  cf  which  flew  S  on  Sept.  25th 
was  also  seen  at  Rye  House  Marsh  (gjw). 

Three  birds  in  one  year  is  about  average  for  recent  years. 

104  Hen  Harrier 

All  records  are  given  and  refer  to  ‘ring-tails’  (female  or  immature 
birds)  unless  stated  to  the  contrary. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  from  January  to  Apr.  19th,  when  a  cf  was  also 
present;  one  on  Sept.  21st  and  Oct.  10th,  two  on  15th,  then  up  to 
three  in  November  and  December  (mkd  et  al.). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  NE  on  Feb.  5th  (trd t). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  several  dates  from  January  to  Mar.  28th 
(bw t  et  al.);  one  on  Dec.  13th,  14th  and  19th  (ajm,  Bwf). 

After  last  year’s  exceptional  spread  of  records  (at  least  19  birds)  this 
year  saw  a  return  to  more  usual  numbers,  with  only  one  record  away 
from  the  two  recognised  wintering  areas. 

Harrier  sp. 

S  Moorhouse,  near  Westerham,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  July  23rd  flew  SE  (ef). 

106  Montagu’s  Harrier 

E  Rainham,  a  cf  on  May  30th  (mkd). 

Only  the  12th  London  record  and  the  first  since  1980.  Eight  of  these 
have  been  in  spring. 

108  Sparrowhawk 

Only  six  pairs  were  proved  to  have  bred  this  year,  although  another 
seven  pairs  were  strongly  suspected  of  having  bred.  The  number  of 
sightings  remains  as  numerous  and  as  widespread  as  ever. 
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E  Two  pairs  may  have  nested .  There  were  records  from  17  localities ,  all 
during  the  winter  months,  apart  from  the  two  areas  where  breeding 
was  suspected. 

H  Birds  were  seen  carrying  food  at  two  sites  and  breeding  was 
suspected  at  one  other  site.  Additional  to  this  birds  summered  in  two 
other  areas.  There  were  records  from  a  total  of  29  localities  during 
the  year  and  these  were  much  less  confined  to  the  winter  months  than 
in  Essex. 

M  Three  pairs  bred  successfully,  including  one  pair  close  to  the  Inner 
London  boundary.  Breeding  was  strongly  suspected  at  two  other 
sites,  display  was  observed  at  a  third  site  and  food  carrying  at  a 
fourth.  Birds  were  seen  at  60  localities  during  the  year,  mostly 
involving  singles  and  mostly  outside  the  May  to  August  period.  Inner 
London:  Manor  School,  The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  C?  on  Oct.  9th  (cjc). 
Regent’s  Park,  a  $  on  Sept.  18th  (TRDf). 

B  Food  carrying  was  observed  at  one  site.  There  were  sightings  from 
seven  localities  during  the  year. 

K  Reported  from  17  localities  during  the  year,  but  at  only  two  of  these 
were  birds  seen  during  the  summer  months. 

S  Three  pairs  bred ,  but  one  nest  was  abandoned ;  breeding  was  strongly 
suspected  in  two  other  areas.  Birds  were  known  to  have  summered  at 
two  other  places.  At  least  42  sites  had  records  during  the  year.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  a  c?  on  June  3rd  (bm). 

109  Buzzard 

E  Harlow,  two  on  Feb.  19th  (hpm). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  S  on  Oct.  2nd  (trd/). 

S  Farthing  Downs  (Old  Coulsdon),  one  on  Oct.  4th  (dv).  Sunbury, 
over  River  Thames,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (sdbws). 

1985  Correction 

S  Cobham,  the  bird  seen  on  Dec.  29th  ‘seems  likely’  to  have  been  one 
lost  by  a  local  falconer  only  a  few  days  before. 

Buzzard  sp. 

K  Dartford,  one  on  Jan.  25th  flew  high  downriver  (drg). 


113  Osprey 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  W  on  Sept.  10th  (TRDt). 

There  had  been  at  least  two  records  each  year  in  London  since  1971 
(which  was  the  last  blank  year  in  London),  so  this  must  rank  as  a  very 
poor  year. 


115  Kestrel 

All  reports  of  breeding  and  summering  are  summarised  in  the 


following  table. 

Essex 

Herts. 

Inner 

Middx.  London 

Kent 

Surrey 

Totals 

Proved  breeding 

5 

6 

20 

3 

3 

10  ' 

47 

Possible  breeding 

13 

1 

3 

4 

— 

6 

27 

Present 

— 

2 

3 

5 

6 

2 

18 

92 


The  above  totals  are  lower  than  the  recent  average,  but  within  the 
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range  of  fluctuations  to  be  expected.  The  total  of  20  pairs  in  Middx,  is 
of  note,  and  is  the  highest  since  1976. 

All  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below,  as  well  as 
records  during  the  summer. 

Successful  nesting  was  reported  from:  Bankside  Power  Station,  SE1, 
one  pair  (djs).  Lancaster  Place,  one  pair  (mws).  Paddington,  W2, 
(Great  Western  Hotel),  one  pair  (dr/).  Breeding  was  strongly 
suspected  at:  Regent’s  Park  (near)  (trd t),  St.  Giles  Cripplegate 
Church  (Barbican),  St.  Mary  Abbots  Church  and  Wenlock  Basin, 
Regent’s  Canal,  N1  (wjb,  dgc^).  Birds  were  also  seen  during  the 
summer  at  the  following  sites:  Battersea  Park  (June);  New  River 
Walk,  N1  (July);  Portland  Place,  W1  (July);  Rosemary  Gardens,  N1 
(June);  Sydney  Street,  SW3  (June)  and  in  the  Waterloo/St.  Thomas’s 
Hospital/Lambeth  Palace/ Vauxhall  Station/Parliament  Square/ 
County  Hall  area  (throughout  the  year). 


118  Merlin 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  single  cfcf  on  Mar.  15th  and  Dec.  24th  (mkd). 

H  London  Colney,  a  J  on  Oct.  31st  (shm). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  $  on  Oct.  2nd  (jas).  Rammey  Marsh  Sewage 
Works,  a  cT  on  Mar.  22nd  (scr).  Staines  Res.,  single  $  $  on  Jan.  5th 
(pn)  and  Nov.  15th  (rbh,  avm). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  $  /immature  on  Feb.  8th  (sjg). 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  a  J  on  Feb.  19th  (ag,  cjp). 

The  total  of  nine  records  maintains  the  recent  upward  trend  (eight  in 
1984  and  ten  in  1985)  of  scattered  wintering  birds  right  across  the 
London  Area. 

119  Hobby 

Only  two  pairs  were  proved  to  have  bred  successfully  this  year, 
although  as  many  as  five  additional  pairs  could  well  have  bred.  The 
number  of  sightings  was  marginally  up  on  last  year,  so  the  trend  still 
remains  upward. 

E  There  were  records  from  eight  localities  during  the  year,  but  none 
was  suggestive  of  breeding.  The  first  was  at  West  Thurrock  on  Apr. 
26th  (mkd)  and  the  last  at  Fairlop  on  Sept.  20th  (cg n). 

H  One  pair  bred  successfully  and  four  other  pairs  were  seen  at  sites 
during  the  summer,  where  breeding  could  have  taken  place.  The  first 
birds  were  at  Rye  Meads  and  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Apr.  26th  (rmrg, 
avm)  and  the  last  at  Hertford  Heath  on  Sept.  25th  (ajc).  23  sites  had 
records  during  the  year. 

M  One  pair  bred  successfully,  no  other  records  were  indicative  of 
breeding.  The  first  was  at  Staines  Moor  on  Apr.  25th  (cl)  and  the  last 
at  Mill  Hill  and  Queen  Mary  G.P.  on  Sept.  17th  (hrg,  wah).  21 
localities  had  sightings  during  the  year. 

B  One  pair  was  observed  at  the  site  where  breeding  was  suspected 
during  1985.  There  were  records  from  seven  sites  during  the  year. 

K  Downham,  one  on  May  19th  (dd).  Orpington,  one  on  May  10th  and 
June  14th  (brg,  gfam).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Aug.  17th  and 
Sept.  22nd  (rht).  Thamesmead,  one  on  Sept.  8th  (pjs). 

S  One  pair  was  present  in  suitable  breeding  habitat,  but  they  were  not 
thought  to  have  bred.  The  first  and  last  were  both  at  Beddington  S.F. 
on  Apr.  27th  and  Sept.  25th  (gdjm).  Records  were  received  from  16 
localities  during  the  year. 
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Peregrine 

See  also  Appendix  I 

Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  11th,  Mar.  28th,  Aug.  27th  and  29th 
(mkd). 

King  George  VI  Res.,  a  juvenile  $  on  Aug.  23rd  (rbh,  avm). 

The  August  records  are  consistent  with  arrival  dates  in  east  coast 
counties  and  could  conceivably  relate  to  the  same  individual. 


Red-legged  Partridge 


In  an  effort  to  try  and  monitor  population  levels  a  table  is  included 
below  giving  the  number  of  pairs  present  in  each  county  during  the 
last  three  seasons.  At  the  time  of  the  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  the 
London  Area  (1968-72)  this  was  much  the  scarcer  of  the  two 
partridges. 


E  H  M  B 

1984  19  8  1  — 

1985  13  9  3  — 

1986  30  9  4  1 


K 

1 

2 


S  Totals 

1  30 

2  29 

1  45 


Pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season  (totals  in  brackets)  and  selected 
highest  county  counts  are  given. 

Berwick  Ponds  (8).  Fairlop  (5).  Hainault  (5).  King  George  V  Res. 
(1).  Nazeing  12).  Netherhall  (2).  Rainham  Marsh  (2).  Roydon  (1). 
South  Stifford  (4).  Barking,  11  on  Dec.  21st.  Fishers  Green,  11  on 
Dec.  21st. 

Amwell  G.P.  (3).  Broxboume  G.P.  (1).  Coopers  Green  (1).  Cole 
Green  (1).  Goffs  Oak  (1).  Panshanger  (1).  Tyttenhanger  (1).  Colney 
Heath,  11  on  Oct.  11th. 

Enfield  area  (3).  Ponders  End  Lake  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  17 
on  Oct.  3rd.  At  Osterley  Park,  ten  juveniles  released  during  October 
were  still  present  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Inner  London:  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  May  7th  (ew). 

Langley,  up  to  three  in  January  .  Old  Slade,  up  to  two  in  January  and 
May. 

Dartford  Marsh,  ten  on  Mar.  1st  was  the  only  record. 
Chessington  (1).  The  only  other  records  involved  singles  at  Banstead 
Downs  on  Apr.  19th,  Bookham  Common  on  Mar.  9th,  Ham 
Common  on  Apr.  19th  and  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  Mar.  23rd. 


Grey  Partridge 

A  table  below  provides  county  totals  of  pairs  for  the  last  three 


seasons. 

E 

H 

M 

B 

K 

S 

Totals 

1984 

11 

12 

10 

— 

8 

1 

42 

1985 

10 

14 

8 

2 

6 

2 

42 

1986 

14 

12 

5 

1 

2+ 

1 

35 

Pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season  (totals  in  brackets)  and  selected 
highest  county  counts  are  given. 

Berwick  Ponds  (4).  Dagnam  Park  (1).  Fairlop  (1).  Fishers  Green  (1). 
Hainault  (1).  Maylands  G.C.  (1).  Rainham  Marsh  (4).  Weald  Park 
(1).  Rainham  Marsh,  12  on  Jan.  10th. 

Bell  Lane  G.P.  111.  Broxboume  G.P.  (1).  Coopers  Green  (11. 
Delsome  Bottom  (2).  Panshanger  (1).  Park  Street  (1).  Roehyde  (1). 
Sleapshyde  G.P.  (1).  Shenley  (1).  Tyttenhanger  (2).  Near  Hatfield, 
39  on  Oct.  7th. 
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M  Enfield  area  (3).  Hampton  Court  Park  (1).  Shepperton  (1).  No 
counts  above  six  and  no  records  from  Osterley  Park,  where  between 
six  and  ten  pairs  were  present  in  1985. 

B  Old  Slade  (1).  No  counts  over  seven. 

K  The  only  records  were  four  at  Chelsfield  on  Apr.  27th  and 
throughout  the  year  at  Dartford  Marsh,  with  a  maximum  of  29  on 
Oct.  26th. 

S  Hersham  (1);  six  on  Sept.  30th.  Richmond  Park,  c.30  on  Nov.  30th 
(at  least  50  captive  bred  birds  are  known  to  have  been  released  at  this 
site  during  the  year). 


133  Pheasant 

All  breeding  records  (pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh  (5),  20  on  Nov.  12th.  Sewardstone  (2+).  Weald 
Park  (3). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (1).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  15  on  Nov.  15th.  Stocker’s 
Lake  (1),  where  birds  are  known  to  have  been  released  during  the 
year. 

M  Hampton  Court  Park,  3  cf  Cf  present.  Osterley  Park,  at  least  8  $  $ 
present.  Shepperton  (2).  Staines  Moor  (1). 

B  There  were  records  from  Iver  Heath  and  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Bromley  Common  (2).  Dartford  Marsh,  present  all  year,  although 
this  site  is  a  ‘keepered  shoot’.  High  Elms  (1). 

S  Beddington  S.F.  (1).  Mitcham  Common,  3  cf  cf  during  the  summer. 
Putney  Heath,  one  cf  during  the  summer,  this  was  the  first  here  since 
1981. 


136  Water  Rail 


The  table  below  details  the  number  of  birds  present  in  each  month  at 
the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year.  Although  1985  was  felt  to  be 
exceptional,  this  year’s  figures  are  in  fact  quite  comparable. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

8 

7 

'8 

1 

— 

4 

6 

10 

Herts. 

29 

32 

16 

— 

— 

3 

14 

22 

Middx. 

5 

10 

5 

— 

— 

2 

3 

7 

Bucks. 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Kent 

10 

9 

9 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Surrey 

5 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

58 

64 

42 

4 

0 

11 

23 

42 

All  sites  are  given  below  with  the  peak  counts  during  the  year  given  in 
brackets  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated),  as  well  as  details  of  birds 
present  during  the  breeding  season. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair  during  the  summer.  Dagenham  Chase,  two 
pairs  during  the  breeding  season,  probably  bred.  Berwick  Ponds  (3), 
Dagenham  Chase  (4),  Fishers  Green  (2),  Rainham  Marsh,  Seward¬ 
stone  (2),  Waltham  Abbey  (2)  and  Walthamstow  Res. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  Aldenham  Res.  (2),  Cas&obury  Park  (5),  Cheshunt 
G.P.  (13+),  Hilfield  Park  Res. ,  Maple  Cross  S.F. ,  Old  Parkbury  (2), 
Park  Street,  River  Chess  at  Rickmansworth  (7),  Rye  House  Marsh 
(4),  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (9)  and  Stocker’s  Lake  (6). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  Brent  Res.  (2),  one  on  May  17th;  Broadwater  G.P. 
(3),  Enfield  (two  sites),  Hampstead  Heath,  Kempton  Park  Res., 
Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Springwell  W.C.B.,  Shepperton  G.P.  (2)  and 
Yiewsley  G.P. 
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B  Horton  G.P.,  Tilehouse  North  G.P.  and  Wraysbury  G.P.  (2). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  Foots  Gray  Meadows  (2),  Ruxley  G.P.  (7)  and 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  (2). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  Beddington  S.F.,  Bookham  Common,  Buckland 
S.P.,  Richmond  Park  (2),  River  Thames  at  Richmond  and  Walton 
G.P. 

137  Spotted  Crake 

1985  Additional  Record 

S  Gravel  pits  near  Reigate,  one  from  Sept.  2nd  to  5th  (R.  G.  Colombe, 
D.  M.  Tuck). 

This  was  the  first  record  for  two  years,  the  last  record  in  1983  brought 
to  an  end  a  run  of  records  for  five  consecutive  years  from  1979.  'Hie 
date  is  typical. 


142  Moorhen 

Large  counts  and  large  breeding  concentrations  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  11  pairs  bred.  Sewardstone  G.P.,  40  on  Feb.  19th. 

Walthamstow  Res.,  at  least  five  pairs  bred. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  20  pairs  bred;  140  on  Feb.  4th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  70 
on  Feb.  22nd  and  72  on  Mar.  9th. 

M  Springwell  W.C.B.,  74  on  Mar.  5th.  Inner  London:  Barbican, 
probably  bred.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred. 
Regent’s  Park,  bred;  maximum  42  on  Dec.  6th.  St.  James’s  Park, 
bred. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  50  on  Mar.  9th. 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  five  pairs  had  seven  broods.  River  Wandle 
between  Butterhill  and  Morden  Hall,  22  territories;  34  on  Nov.  22nd. 


145  Coot 


Monthly  maxima  for  the  principal  localities  are  given  in  the  table 
below.  Shepperton  remains  the  premier  site  for  this  species. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

238 

265 

333 

— 

273 

513 

601 

542 

Walthamstow  Res. 

506 

535 

262 

347 

347 

454 

517 

394 

M 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

357 

630 

550 

810 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

183 

318 

88 

— 

35 

62 

74 

174 

Shepperton  G.P. 

1,032 

922 

448 

— 

668 

863 

1,077 

1,030 

Staines  Res. 

11 

— 

— 

— 

404 

477 

342 

598 

B 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

296 

253 

173 

— 

— 

70 

121 

50 

K 

Littlebrook  G.P. 

290 

300 

180 

193 

— 

321 

356 

456 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

477 

— 

306 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

S 

Walton  Res. 

570 

156 

162 

— 

150 

286 

304 

312 

Large  breeding  concentrations,  details  of  two  albinos  and  compara¬ 
tive  figures  for  some  Inner  London  parks  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  24  pairs  bred,  an  albino  was  present  all  year. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  69  pairs  bred.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  25  pairs  bred. 

M  Brent  Res.,  40  pairs  bred.  Shepperton  G.P.,  43  pairs  bred.  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  11  pairs  bred;  highest 
count  was  85  on  Feb.  15th.  Regent’s  Park,  maximum  was  1 14  on  Nov. 
8th.  St.  James’s  Park,  at  least  21  pairs  bred;  highest  counts  were  168 
on  Jan.  9th  and  193  on  Nov.  11th 
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S  Waddon  Ponds,  24  pairs  bred.  Chipstead  Lake,  an  all-white  bird 
present  during  December. 

151  Oystercatcher 

The  breeding  situation  remains  unchanged  from  last  year,  with  a  pair 
nesting  at  the  same  site.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  flew  E  on  Apr.  26th  (cj).  Rainham  Marsh,  five  on 
Apr.  26th  and  a  pair  present  during  the  breeding  season,  but  no  signs 
of  breeding  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  flew  S  on  July  23rd 
(adll),  12  flew  S  on  Aug.  8th  (db)  and  one  flew  NW  on  Oct.  2nd 
(adll).  West  Thurrock,  a  nest  containing  three  eggs  was  found  on 
June  24th  (ebwps)  ;  spring  and  early  summer  counts  of  more  than  two 
were  as  follows:  five  on  May  4th  (mkd)  and  three  on  May  9th  and 
13th  (gmh,  reh);  also  one  on  Sept.  13th  (rbh). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  May  17th  (gjw). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  singles  on  May  14th  and  June  9th  (je,  igj).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  seven  on  May  14th  (cl,  pn),  one  on  Aug.  12th  (me, 
igj,  rjs)  and  five  on  16th  (mo).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  singles  on  Aug. 
12th  and  16th,  and  Sept.  14th  (hrg).  Staines  Res. ,  one  heard  on  Apr. 
20th  (pmt). 

K  Bromley,  one  over  on  June  6th  (brg).  Crayford  Ness,  one  on  Nov. 
30th  (ajm).  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  30th,  two  on  Mar.  22nd, 
31st  and  May  24th  (dd,  ajm,  dfy).  Downham,  one  heard  flying  SE  at 
night  on  May  21st  (dd).  Erith,  two  on  Aug.  2nd  (jb t).  Littlebrook, 
two  on  Aug.  6th  (dfy).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  May  31st  (mo). 
S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  13th  (mo),  Apr.  27th  (rrl)  and 
June  9th  (gdjm).  Ham  Common,  two  flew  N  on  Aug.  11th  at  06.30 
hrs.  (jh).  River  Thames  at  Kew,  one  on  Mar.  13th  (kar).  Inner 
London:  one  between  Blackfriars  and  Southwark  Bridges  on  Mar. 
13th  (djb).  Surrey  Docks,  one  over  on  July  24th  (dam). 

1985  Additional  Record 
E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  29th  (cl). 

153  Avocet 


M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  nine  on  June  21st  and  22nd  (pn  et  al.).  Staines 
Res.,  three  on  Nov.  15th  (gmh,  bar  et  al.). 
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B  Horton  G.P. ,  nine  over  on  June  20th  were  presumably  the  birds  later 
found  at  King  George  VI  Res.  (R.  Wells  per  frc). 

In  a  rather  poor  year  for  this  species  these  two  occurrences  are 
typical.  Around  six  records  per  annum  is  the  current  norm. 


158  Little  Ringed  Plover 

Records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  in  the  table  below. 


Sites 

Pairs 

proved  breeding 

Other 

pairs  present 

Total 

Essex 

11 

11 

10 

21 

Herts. 

7 

7 

4 

11 

Middx. 

8 

6 

8 

14 

Bucks. 

4 

1 

4 

5 

Kent 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Surrey 

4 

3 

2 

5 

Totals 

37 

29 

30 

59 

The  presence  of  59  pairs  bears  witness  to  the  continuing  stability  of 
the  Little  Ringed  Plover  as  a  breeding  species  in  London;  little 
change  in  its  position  can  be  reported. 

First  arrivals  were  particularly  early  this  year  -  two  at  Staines  Res.  on 
Mar.  8th  (mh)  were  followed  by  seven  more  records  by  21st.  There 
were  no  double  figure  counts  in  spring.  Highest  autumn  totals  were 
25  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  July  19th  (mkd),  22  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P. 
on  July  29th  (shm)  and  15  at  Kempton  Park  Res.  on  July  12th  (cl, 
pn).  Rainham  Marsh  held  the  last  bird  of  the  year  on  Oct.  4th  (mkd). 


159  Ringed  Plover 

Record  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  in  the  table  below. 


Sites 

Pairs 

proved  breeding 

Other 

pairs  present 

Total 

Essex 

4 

10 

— 

10 

Herts. 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Middx. 

2 

4 

1 

5 

Bucks. 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Kent 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Surrey 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

11 

17 

5 

22 

A  reasonably  good  breeding  season,  continuing  the  recent  trend  of 
successful  inland  nesting  (eight  sites  this  year  -  see  LBR  50:57), 
though  better  coverage  of  the  Lower  Thames  area  may  well  present  a 
more  complete  picture. 

Although  August  counts  were  higher  than  usual,  generally  speaking 
it  was  2m  unremarkable  year  for  this  species.  Records  are  summa¬ 
rised  below. 

E  The  highest  inland  passage  count  was  12  flying  S  at  King  George  V 
Res.  on  May  20th.  Biggest  numbers  on  the  Lower  Thames  were  all  at 
West  Thurrock:  200  on  Jan.  25th,  30  on  May  8th,  210  on  Aug.  17th, 
200  on  Oct.  12th  and  150  on  Nov.  28th. 

H  The  autumn  maximum  was  15  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  on  Aug.  22nd. 
M  King  George  VI  Res.,  c.16  on  May  11th  and  28  on  Aug.  25th.  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  14  on  June  10th  and  a  high  total  of  63  on  Aug.  19th. 
Shepperton  G.P.,  15  on  Apr.  12th. 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  145  on  Aug.  31st  was  an  unusually  high  count  at  this 
site;  55  on  Dec.  20th. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  ten  on  Aug.  14th. 


165  Golden  Plover 

An  unexceptional  year,  though  some  wintering  birds  lingered  later 
them  usual  in  good  numbers.  No  hard  weather  movements  were 
noted,  and  apart  from  the  late-staying  flocks  there  were  only  eleven 
records  between  April  and  September,  possibly  involving  as  few  as 
five  or  six  birds.  Counts  of  ten  or  more  and  details  of  lingering  winter 
flocks  are  given,  with  the  main  sites  summarised  in  the  table. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fairlop 

300 

500 

300 

180 

180 

200 

500 

H 

London  Colney 

200 

130 

141 

173 

28 

200 

250 

M 

Staines  Res. 

63 

73 

16 

— 

31 

33 

12 

E  Fairlop,  90  still  present  on  Apr.  12th.  Fishers  Green,  38  on  Mar. 

13th,  17  on  Dec.  23rd  and  21  on  26th.  Harlow,  100  on  Jan.  1st. 
H  Coopers  Green,  ten  on  Mar.  15th.  London  Colney,  30  birds  still 
present  on  Apr.  7th.  Symondshyde,  20  on  Mar.  8th.  Tyttenhanger 
G.P.,  20  on  Jan.  26th,  18  on  Feb.  2nd  and  26  on  Mar.  8th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  December  maximum  of  27  on  27th.  Staines 
Moor,  23  on  Jan.  26th. 


166  Grey  Plover 

The  notable  feature  of  this  year’s  records  was  the  occurrence  of  good 
numbers  at  Lower  Thames  sites  during  the  first  winter  period.  This 
apart,  fewer  birds  than  usual  were  reported,  with  the  late  autumn 
passage  being  particularly  thin. 

E  Grays,  four  on  Feb.  16th  and  Mar.  2nd  (jmh).  King  George  V  Res. , 
one  on  June  15th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Feb.  3rd  and 
Mar.  1st  (rbh,  avm,  pn).  Tilbury,  one  on  Mar.  8th  (jmh).  West 
Thurrock,  many  records  during  January  to  March  with  maxima  of 
nine  on  Jan.  31st  (cl)  and  17  on  Feb.  2nd  (drg);  also  a  single  on  May 
13th  (gmh). 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  singles  on  May  11th  and  16th,  and  two  on  17th 
(rbh,  cl,  pn).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  (tjd).  Rammey 
Marsh,  one  on  June  2nd  (scr).  Staines  Res.,  four  on  Jan.  9th  (mh), 
one  from  Jan.  11th  to  15th  (adll  etal.),  singles  on  Mar.  12th  (igj,cl, 
mp)  and  Sept.  14th  (tjl),  two  on  Nov.  3rd  (jka,  cl)  and  one  flying  W 
on  Dec.  18th  (mp).  Wraysbury  Res. ,  two  circling  on  Jan.  16th  (gmh). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (avm,  pn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  recorded  on  many  dates  between  January  and 
March  with  maxima  of  11  on  Jan.  31st  (cl),  16  on  Feb.  17th  and  27th 
(khp),  25  on  Feb.  25th  and  14  on  Mar.  2nd  (Bwf),  with  three  still 
present  on  Mar.  22nd  (dfy);  also  singles  on  May  10th,  Dec.  14th  and 
23rd  (drg,  ajm,  dfy). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  flew  SE  on  Mar.  13th  (gdjm). 


169  Lapwing 

At  least  120  breeding  pairs  were  reported,  indicating  no  significant 
change  in  population.  Hard  weather  movement  was  light  -  up  to  280 
birds  heading  W  or  SW  on  Feb.  6th  was  the  only  notable  activity. 
Largest  winter  gatherings  are  given. 
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E  Fairlop,  500  on  Feb.  8th,  400  on  Dec.  6th. 

H  London  Colney,  up  to  2,000  in  November  and  December.  Mill  End 
Fields,  1,200  on  Dec.  27th.  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  2,000  on  Dec. 
21st.  West  Hyde,  1,000  on  Jan.  12th. 

M  Northolt  Aerodrome,  c.500  on  Jan.  25th.  Staines  Res.,  c.  1,000  on 
Jan.  12th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c.600  on  Feb.  8th. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  400  on  Jan.  6th. 


170  Knot 

Thirteen  records  this  year  compares  favourably  with  pre-1985  totals, 
but  is  an  anticlimax  after  that  year’s  phenomenal  showing,  although 
that  was  mainly  due  to  Staines  Res.  being  in  superb  condition 
throughout  the  main  passage  periods  -  this  year  it  was  mainly  full. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Mar.  18th  (kb).  Hall  Marsh,  one  on  Mar. 
13tn  (pt).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Mar.  16th  and  Aug.  4th  (mkd). 
Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  25th  (pjv). 

H  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  19th  (jht,  bt). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on  May  22nd  (cl)  and  one  on  Aug.  23rd 
(jah,  cl).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (jas).  Staines  Res., 
three  on  Nov.  24th  (im). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  18th  (igj). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  14th  (nps). 


171  Sanderling 

E  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Aug.  4th  and  Oct.  4th  (mkd). 

H  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  May  10th  (spp). 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  recorded  on  eight  dates  between  May  4th  and 
24th  as  follows:  4th  (1),  10th  (7),  11th  (3),  14th  (4),  15th  (2),  16th  (3), 
22nd  (1)  and  24th  (1)  (cl,  pn  et  al.). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  with  Dunlin  on  Mar.  28th  (ajm). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  from  May  16th  to  17th  (rbh,  nps,  jppw). 

1985  Additional  Record 
M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  9th  (cl). 

A  typical  set  of  records,  with  the  only  site  in  anything  approaching 
ideal  conditions,  King  George  VI  Res. ,  showing  the  usual  prominent 
passage  in  May. 


175  Little  Stint 

By  recent  standards  a  poor  year  -  no  spring  records  and,  with  no 
major  habitat  available,  an  autumn  peak  of  only  six  birds.  Uncharac¬ 
teristically,  most  birds  involved  in  the  sparse  autumn  passage 
appeared  in  the  latter  half  of  August,  with  comparatively  few 
September  records. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  on  Aug.  6th  (mkd),  two  on  13th,  one  on  16th 
(pl),  five  on  27th  and  six  on  30th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on 
Sept.  6th,  7th,  13th,  20th  and  21st,  two  on  14th  and  another  single  on 
Oct.  4th  (ab/,  mkd,  pjv). 
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M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  two  from  Aug.  17th  to  19th  (avm,  pn  et  al.). 
King  George  VI  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  17th  (gmh)  and  one  on  23rd 
(mo).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  27th  and  29th  (jas). 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  an  adult  from  July  24th  to  26th  and  a  juvenile  from 
Aug.  25th  to  27th  (gdjm).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  from  Sept.  4th  to  5th 
(wri). 


176  Temminck’s  Stint 

M  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  one  from  May  4th  to  7th  (gmh,  rbh,  avm,  pn  et 
al.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res . ,  two  on  May  1 6th  (rbh  ,  nps  ,  jppw)  ;  astonishingly  on 
the  same  date  and  same  basin  as  two  here  in  1985. 

A  typical  year  -  the  London  total  is  now  54  records  (67  birds).  Of  14 
records  since  1980  only  three  have  been  in  autumn. 


182  Curlew  Sandpiper 

Compared  with  1985  there  were  too  few  records  for  reliable  analysis, 
but  there  were  possibly  two  separate  autumn  influxes  again  (though 
involving  much  smaller  numbers  of  birds)  in  late  August  and 
mid-September.  There  were  no  spring  records. 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept.  13th  and  14th,  five  on  20th,  two  on  21st 
and  one  on  Oct.  4th  (ab /,  mkd  et  al.). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  23rd  (bar),  one  on  24th  (avm), 
four  on  25th  (rbh)  and  four  again  on  Sept.  9th  (rbh,  bar).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  four  on  Aug.  27th  and  28th,  six  on  29th  (jas).  Staines 
Res.,  one  late  bird  on  Nov.  3rd  (jka/%  cl). 

1985  Additional  Record 
M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  14th  (cl). 


184  Dunlin 


Monthly  maxima  at  the  seven  main  sites  this  year  are  given  in  the 
table  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun 

Jul  Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Barking 

350 

370 

320 

Rainham  Marsh 

500 

300 

400 

— 

— 

— 

5 

35 

8 

20 

no 

600 

West  Thurrock 

2,000 

3,000 

1,500 

50 

50 

2,000 

3,000 

M 

King  George  VI  Res. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

16 

1 

3 

35 

1 

1 

— 

89 

Perry  Oaks  S.F. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

33 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Staines  Res. 

127 

100 

30 

1 

1 

no 

90 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

160 

200 

150 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

100 

500 

The  1986  counts  revealed  a  similar  picture  to  last  year,  with  spring 
passage  noted  largely  in  May  (though  very  few  birds  were  seen  in 
April  this  year)  and  a  prominent  early  autumn  passage  in  the  first  half 
of  August.  Winter  numbers  at  West  Thurrock  were  again  very  good 
and,  as  in  1985,  now  stand  at  a  higher  level  than  at  any  time  since  1976 
and  1977;  but  still  well  below  the  peak  years  of  the  early  1970s  when 
over  10,000  were  estimated  to  be  wintering  along  the  Lower  Thames. 
This  only  serves  to  highlight  the  importance  of  the  ash  lagoons  at 
West  Thurrock,  which  remain  as  the  only  major  roosting  site  for  this 
species  in  London.  Isolated  Lower  Thames  counts  were  270  at 
Crossness  on  Jan.  14th  and  500  at  Grays  on  Feb.  16th.  Other  notable 
inland  records  were  15  at  Kempton  Park  Res.  on  Mar.  13th,  five 


58 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  51  FOR  1986 


double  figure  counts  (with  a  maximum  of  13)  at  Queen  Mary  Res. 
between  Jan.  26th  and  Feb.  16th,  63  at  Staines  Moor  on  Jan.  19th, 
and  11  at  Island  Bam  Res.  on  Feb.  7th  and  (probably  the  same  flock) 
at  Hersham  G.P.  on  9th. 


188  Ruff 


E 

M 

K 

S 


E 


H 


M 


K 

S 

S 


Monthly  maxima  at  the  main  localities  are  given  in  the  table  below. 
All  other  records  are  given  under  the  county  headings. 


Rainham  Marsh 
West  Thurrock 

King  George  VI  Res. 
Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
Staines  Res. 

Dartford  Marsh 
Beddington  S.F. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Jun  Jul 

3  3  5  —  20 

2  3  4  — 

15  15  5  —  — 

—  13  —  — 

1—112 


Kg 

25 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

2 

3 

10 

— 

16 

17 

13 

— 

— 

11 

5 

7 

10 

12 

— 

2 

2 

7 

9 

7 

4 

— 

— 

3 

Spring  passage  was  phenomenally  poor  with  only  three  records  in 
April  (probably  involving  just  two  birds)  and  none  in  May!  Autumn 
numbers  were  better  ana,  along  with  winter  numbers,  were  on  a  par 
with  recent  years. 

Buckhurst  Hill,  one  on  Apr.  10th.  Fairlop,  one  on  Mar.  22nd.  Fishers 
Green,  two  on  Aug.  16th.  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  10th. 
Hall  Marsh,  four  on  Aug.  16th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Feb. 
14th  and  16th,  Mar.  2nd  to  8th,  and  Sept.  8th. 

Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  15th.  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  on  Sept. 
18th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  singles  on  Mar.  14th  and  from  Aug.  17th  to 
23rd.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  from  Aug.  13th  to  18th  and  four  on 
24th. 

Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  13th  and  15th,  then  in  autumn 
recorded  on  11  dates  in  August  from  6th  to  23rd,  with  a  maximum  of 
four  on  14th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  3rd.  Staines  Moor,  16 
on  Jan.  5th,  six  on  7th  and  9th,  two  on  Feb.  25th  and  three  on  Oct. 
4th. 

Crossness,  27  on  Jan.  14th.  It  is  not  clear  where  these  birds  spent  the 
winter,  as  no  other  counts  along  the  Lower  Thames  approached  this 
figure,  either  singly  or  in  total. 

Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  a  nearby  field  on  Mar.  10th.  Hogsmill  S.F., 
two  from  Aug.  30th  to  Sept.  2nd.  Walton  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  11th. 

1985  Additional  Record 

Horton  Country  Park,  one  on  Jan.  27th. 


189  Jack  Snipe 

The  maximum  number  of  individuals  recorded  each  month  is  given  in 
the  table  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sites  9  17  6  3  1  5  5  4 

Birds  16  25  8  3  1  9  8  6 

Birds  were  reported  from  31  sites  this  year,  with  highest  numbers 
being  seen  during  the  February  cold  spell  -  one  individual  at  High 
Elms  was  ‘standing  in  the  road  during  a  snow  storm’  on  Feb.  23rd! 
The  largest  gathering  during  the  first  winter  period  was  of  up  to  four 
at  Dagenham  Chase  in  January  and  February.  This  site  held  up  to 
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three  birds  in  November  and  December  which,  together  with  three  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Oct.  12th,  were  the  highest  counts  at  the  back 
end  of  the  year  (mkd,  rht).  Birds  lingered  in  the  spring  until  Apr. 
19th  at  Shepperton  G.P.  (sbr)  and  were  back  at  Rainham  Marsh  by 
Sept.  14th  (mkd)  -  a  very  early  date. 


190  Snipe 

Highest  counts  and  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  50  on  Feb.  8th.  Dagenham  Chase,  up  to  50  in 
January,  February  and  December.  Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  Mar.  1st. 
West  Thurrock,  60  on  Feb.  10th. 

H  Bell  Lane  G.P.,  nest  found  on  Apr.  17th.  Single  drumming  birds 
were  noted  at  Park  Street  in  May  and  at  Smallford  G.P.  on  Apr.  27th. 
Rye  House  Marsh,  up  to  65  in  December.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  singles  on 
May  11th  and  July  5th. 

M  Staines  Moor,  c.150  on  Jan.  7th  and  64  on  Dec.  14th.  Staines  Res., 
monthly  maxima  of  276  on  Jan.  1 1th,  65  on  Oct.  10th  and  250  on  Nov. 
12th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  drumming  on  Mar.  31st;  highest  winter  count 
was  200  on  Dec.  20th.  Littlebrook  G.P.,  69  on  Nov.  2nd. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  maxima  of  100  on  Jan.  26th,  50  on  Feb.  7th  and  40 
on  Dec.  23rd.  Hogsmill  S.F.,  40  on  Jan.  11th. 

An  average  year  generally,  though  this  is  the  first  year  that  breeding 
has  been  proven  since  1979.  Other  than  at  Staines  Res. ,  and  a  rather 
isolated  count  at  Dartford  Marsh,  winter  numbers  were  unexception¬ 
al.  A  fairly  average  ten  sites  recorded  gatherings  of  more  than  50 
birds. 


194  Woodcock 

All  records  in  the  winter  months  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Sightings  10  43  36  —  7  6 

Total  Birds  12  50  41  —  1  1 

Although  most  records  were  of  single  birds  the  cold  snap  during 
February  clearly  affected  this  species  markedly,  even  though  no 
more  than  three  were  seen  together  at  any  locality.  Birds  were 
returning  to  their  breeding  haunts  in  late  March  and  early  April, 
indeed  roding  was  noted  at  Fairmile  Common  from  Mar.  15th. 
Where  it  is  clear  that  breeding  birds  may  be  involved  these  records 
are  not  included  in  the  above  totals. 

Inner  London:  Only  one  record  -  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  over  on 
Mar.  3rd  (trd t). 

In  the  breeding  season  birds  were  seen  at  the  following  localities 
(minimum  number  of  birds  in  brackets). 

E  Epping  Forest  (1).  Thorndon  Park  (1).  Warley  (1). 

H  Bisnop’s  Wood  (2).  Broxbourne  Wood  (5).  Goff’s  Oak  (1).  Hertford 
Heath  (2).  Northaw  Great  Wood  (2).  Panshanger  (1).  Wormley 
Wood  (1). 

S  Ashtead  Common  (1).  Epsom  Common  (3).  Fairmile  Common  (2). 
West  End  Common  (2). 
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195  Black-tailed  Godwit 


A  fairly  standard  set  of  records.  Although  there  were  no  large  flocks 
to  boost  the  totals  this  year,  they  were  bolstered  somewhat  by  the  30 
bird/days  at  King  George  VI  Res.  in  autumn  (though  probably  no 
more  than  eight  birds  were  involved).  Whilst  the  drained  basin  of  this 
reservoir  was  not  in  good  enough  condition  to  coax  most  waders  into 
stopping  for  longer  than  a  day  or  two  in  autumn,  this  species 
obviously  found  it  otherwise! 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (cj).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  May 
16th  and  17th  and  two  on  July  13th  (adw  etal.).  Rainham  Marsh,  one 
on  July  12th  (mkd).  Sewardstone,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (ajg)>). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  two  on  July  6th  (jq)  and  an  adult  from  15th  to 
29th  (rjs  et  al.).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  juvenile  on  Aug.  5th 
(rbh),  two  on  6th,  then  one  or  two  were  present  until  17th,  with  one 
staying  until  19th  (mo);  additionally,  four  adults  were  present  on 
13th  (gmh,  rbh,  rjs)  and  one  adult  on  18th  and  19 Jh  (bar,  rjs  etal.)', 
a  final  singleton  appeared  on  Sept.  4th  (rbh,  jah,  pn).  Stanwell 
Moor,  one  flying  S  on  May  11th  (pn). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (ac,  dd,  brg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  from  Aug.  5th  to  6th  (jb,  gdjm)  and  one  on 
14th  (gdjm). 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

By  recent  standards  a  very  poor  year,  with  a  spring  flock  and  a  winter 
record  the  only  redeeming  features. 

E  Belhus  Park,  three  on  Mar.  26th  (dw b).  King  George  V  Res. ,  two  on 
Jan.  9th  (rmcI,  singles  on  Apr.  27th,  May  3rd  and  4th  (pjv). 
Rainham  Marsn,  one  found  dead  on  May  5th  (mkd).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (db).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  May  13th 
(gmh).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  25  flew  E  on  May  6th  (gjw). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  three  flew  S  on  Aug.  9th  (rmrg). 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  one  on  May  5th  (jwh).  Bushy  Park,  one  flew  E  on 
May  2nd  (pag).  Moorhall  G.P.,  one  from  May  10th  to  15th  (cl  et 
al.). 

198  Whimbrel 

Spring  passage  began  quite  early,  on  Apr.  15th,  and  was  over  by  May 
18th  and,  apart  from  four  at  Swanscombe,  only  singles  were 
involved.  After  our  fifth  ever  June  record  last  year,  1986  saw 
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another,  but  this  time  a  flock  of  18  birds.  This  heralded  a  steady 
sprinkling  in  autumn  up  to  Sept.  6th,  including  three  other  double 
figure  flocks  of  up  to  22  birds. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (cj).  Harlow,  one  on  May  3rd 
(rwb).  Rainham,  one  on  May  10th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one 
on  Apr.  25th  (adll).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  May  4th,  5th,  9th 
and  10th,  then  July  21st,  Aug.  4th,  6th,  10th,  12th  and  17th  (mo). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  one  over  on  May  4th,  then  in  autumn  22  on  Aug.  2nd, 
one  on  11th  and  eight  on  12th  were  all  flying  SW  (wgl,  br,  gjw). 
Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  13th  (paw).  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  one  on 
July  25th  (rmrg).  Smallford  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (shm). 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  13th  (jht,  bt).  West  Hyde,  one 
flew  W  on  May  4th  (mgt)  and  12  flew  S  on  Aug.  2nd  (hb). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  recorded  in  autumn  on  Aug.  13th  (1),  14th  (2), 
23rd  (2),  27th  (1)  and  Sept.  6th  (1)  (gmh,  jah,  pn,  rjs).  Queen  Mary 
Res. ,  singles  on  May  1st,  Aug.  4th  and  25th  and  seven  flew  S  on  Aug. 
6th  (hrg,  gar,  rjs).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  18th  (mh)  and  six 
over  on  Aug.  7th  (ass). 

K  Knockholt,  six  flew  S  on  July  16th  (trs).  Pratt’s  Bottom,  one  or  more 
heard  flying  over  at  night  on  Aug.  10th  (trs).  Stone  Marsh,  18  flew 
over  on  June  22nd  (drg).  Swanscombe,  four  on  May  5th  (gbc). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  10th  (jppw)  and  11  over  on  Sept.  6th 
(djl).  Beddington  S.F.,  four  flew  SW  on  Aug.  2nd  (gdjm).  Island 
Bam  Res.,  singles  on  May  2nd  and  July  10th  flew  SW  and  W 
respectively  (rjh).  Walton-on-Thames,  one  over  on  Aug.  2nd  (jrm). 
Wimbledon  Common,  two  flew  SE  on  Apr.  15th  (ag,  cjp). 

199  Curlew 

All  records  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  8  2  18  8  4  4  6  13  16  5  3  1 

Total  Birds  9  3  33  11  10  7  8  44  35  18  3  1 

There  were  surprisingly  few  records  during  the  February  cold  spell, 
likewise  the  good  numbers  in  March  are  difficult  to  explain  -  they 
include  a  flock  of  eight  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  10th.  Autumn 
passage  was  unusually  prominent  and  included  the  only  double  figure 
flock  of  the  year  -  ten  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  on  Aug.  13th. 

201  Spotted  Redshank 

Four  bird/days  this  spring  was  rather  an  anticlimax  after  last  year’s 
excellent  numbers.  It  was  far  less  scarce  in  autumn,  however,  and 
showed  up  at  ten  well-scattered  localities,  with  a  particularly  good 
run  at  Beddington  S.F.  which,  along  with  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  held 
up  to  six  birds  together. 

E  Hall  Marsh,  one  on  July  16th  (gjw).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Aug.  19th  (adll).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Mar.  31st,  Apr.  8th 
anaJuly  21st  (mkd,  dw  b,  prw).  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  one  on  Aug.  25th 
(pjv). 

H  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  six  on  Aug.  19th  (jht). 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  two  on  Aug.  18th  (rjs)  and  one  on  23rd  (jah, 
cl,  bar).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  20th  (hrg).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (je).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (frc). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  June  28th  (jt). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  7th,  two  from  8th  to  15th,  four  from 
27th  to  28th,  six  from  29th  to  31st,  five  on  Sept.  1st  and  2nd,  one  on 
3rd  and  4th,  and  a  final  singleton  on  Sept.  18th  (gdjm  et  al.). 
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202  Redshank 

Breeding  season  records  and  larger  counts  in  each  county  are  given. 

E  Highest  monthly  counts  at  the  two  main  wintering  sites  are  given  in 
the  table  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Rainham  Marsh  125  220  150  —  20  25  110  130 

West  Thurrock  400  500  550  160  120  400  800  500 


H 


M 


Bred  at  the  following  sites  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets):  Berwick 
Ponds  (3),  Fishers  Green  (1),  Hall  Marsh  Scrape  (1),  Rainham 
Marsh  (12)  and  West  Thurrock  (4).  In  addition,  two  pairs  were 
present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Dagenham  Chase. 

Eight  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  on  May  5th  was  the  largest  count.  Bell 
Lane  G.P.,  one  pair  probably  nested.  Coopers  Green,  three  pairs, 
one  young  seen.  Drop  Lane  G.P. ,  one  pair  present  in  May  and  June. 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  pair  bred. 

Highest  monthly  counts  at  the  four  main  sites  are  given  in  the  table 
below. 


Kempton  Park  Res. 
King  George  VI  Res. 
Queen  Mary  Res. 
Staines  Res. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


—  —  10  17 

—  —16 

4  10  2  4 

19  —  2  7 


8+11  8  3 

16  11  5  4 

4  —  —  — 

2  —  1  — 


1  —  —  4 

1  1  —  15 

-  —  —  8 

5  18  12 


No  more  than  seven  birds  were  seen  at  any  other  sites.  Breeding  was 
noted  at  only  two  localities:  Kempton  Park  Res.,  a  pair  raised  two 
young,  and  Shepperton,  where  a  pair  had  their  nest  destroyed  by 
farming  operations. 

B  Woodlands  Park,  two  on  May  18th  was  the  highest  count  in  this 
sector. 

K  Crossness,  c.30  on  Jan.  14th.  Dartford  Marsh,  monthly  maxima  were 
38  in  January,  42  in  February,  70  in  March,  c.  75  in  November  and  46 
in  December.  Thamesmead,  ten  on  Apr.  7th.  In  the  breeding  season 
at  least  nine  pairs  were  displaying  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  May  24th. 

S  The  highest  count  in  this  sector  was  six  at  Walton  Res.  on  May  1 1th. 
There  were  nine  other  counts  of  three  or  more  at  five  sites.  Recorded 
in  the  breeding  season  as  follows:  Field  Common,  a  pair  raised  four 
young;  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  pair  bred,  no  young  seen. 


204  Greenshank 

There  was  one  winter  record  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  then  a  light 
spring  passage  comprising  12  birds  at  nine  sites  between  Apr.  20th 
and  May  24th.  Autumn  passage  began  early,  on  June  21st  and, 
though  it  ended  in  late  October,  a  singleton  lingered  at  Staines  Res. 
until  Nov.  21st.  In  total  38  sites  received  birds  -  a  good  spread.  The 
largest  gathering  was  11  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  and  two  other 
localities  held  up  to  ten  birds.  The  autumn  passage  is  summarised, 
but  all  other  records  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  May  4th.  Netherhall  G.P.,  one  on  May  4th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  1st  and  four  on  May  18th.  Seen  at  ten 
sites  in  autumn,  including  ten  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  July  19th  and 
five  at  Aveley  Marsh  on  18th. 

H  Bell  Lane  G.P. ,  one  on  May  24th.  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  on  May  3rd 
and  4th.  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  one  on  May  3rd.  Reported  from 
nine  sites  in  autumn  with  up  to  three  birds  at  most  localities,  though 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.  did  rather  better,  with  nine  on  Aug.  15th,  11  on 
16th  and  nine  again  on  23rd. 
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M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  20th.  Up  to  five  birds  at  11  sites  in  autumn 
showed  a  typical  spread,  though  numbers  were  not  outstanding.  The 
well- watched  Kempton  Park  Res.  seemed  to  have  the  most  attractive 
habitat  with  a  total  of  69  bird/days. 

B  Two  singles  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Sept.  4th  and  Oct.  10th  were  the 
only  records. 

K  Three  localities  had  up  to  four  in  autumn,  but  the  total  number  of 
records  from  this  sector  was  also  only  four. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  May  20th.  Four  sites  were  involved  in 
autumn  passage:  Barn  Elms  Res.  had  up  to  five  (on  Aug.  21st)  and 
Beddington  S.F.  a  maximum  of  ten  (on  Aug.  21st);  no  more  than 
three  were  recorded  elsewhere. 


208  Green  Sandpiper 

A  maximum  of  four  birds  was  reported  from  25  localities  in  January 
and  February,  and  up  to  six  at  ten  sites  in  December.  Peak  counts  in 
both  cases  were  from  Rainham  Marsh.  Noted  in  April  and  May  at  20 
sites,  though  the  highest  count  was  only  three.  Autumn  passage 
began  as  early  as  June  14th,  but  other  June  records  were  few  and  the 
main  volume  was  seen  in  July  and  August  as  usual.  The  peak  count 
was  at  Rainham  Marsh  in  the  latter  month.  Summaries  and  highest 
counts  for  each  sector  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  22  on  July  19th,  35  on  Aug.  4th  and  30  on  13th  and 
23rd.  West  Thurrock,  ten  on  Aug.  10th.  No  more  than  two  noted 
elsewhere. 

H  Cole  Green,  11  on  July  17th.  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  seven  on  Aug.  7th. 
Rye  House  Marsh,  up  to  eight  in  August.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  seven  on 
Sept.  14th.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  ten  on  Aug.  9th.  Up  to  two  at  seven 
other  sites  in  autumn. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  ten  on  Aug.  5th  and  14th  was  the  highest  count, 
though  eight  or  nine  were  present  on  four  other  August  dates.  Stain 
Hill  Res.,  six  on  Aug.  24th.  Up  to  three  birds  elsewhere. 

B  Two  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Aug.  28th  was  the  only  autumn  record. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  seven  on  July  2nd.  Noted  at  two  other  sites  (no 
more  than  two  birds)  in  autumn. 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  ten  on  July  29th.  Hoesmill  S.F. ,  ten  on  Aug.  22nd, 
eight  on  31st.  Reported  from  only  three  other  sites  in  autumn  - 
interestingly  it  was  twice  as  widespread  in  this  sector  during  the 
winter,  with  ten  localities  involved,  though  fewer  birds. 

209  Wood  Sandpiper 

One  spring  record,  and  up  to  three  birds  at  only  six  sites  in  autumn 
was  a  fairly  poor  showing.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  25th,  two  on  Aug.  13th,  three  on  16th, 
one  on  17th,  three  again  on  23rd,  two  on  27tn  and  the  last  on  30th 
(mkd,  jf«,  pl). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  July  15th  (twg). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (jq).  King  George  VI  Res., 
singles  on  Aug.  14th,  15th  and  24th  (avm,  rjs). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  one  on  May  20th  (bpa).  Beddington  S.F. ,  one  from 
Aug.  16th  to  19th,  two  from  20th  to  28th,  then  one  until  31st,  and 
another  on  Sept.  3rd  (gdjm  et  al.). 
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211  Common  Sandpiper 

Not  a  good  year  for  wintering  individuals  -  singles  were  noted  at  six 
sites  in  January  and  February,  and  the  only  report  during  the  second 
winter  period  was  of  one  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  Nov.  27th.  Peak 
monthly  counts  at  the  most  well-watched  localities  are  given  in  the 
table  below. 


E 

King  George  V  Res. 

Mar 

Apr 

2 

May 

1 

Jun 

Jul 

7 

Aug 

16 

Sep 

Rainham  Marsh 

1 

1 

5 

— 

15 

40 

— 

Walthamstow  Res. 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

7 

1 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

— 

2 

3 

— 

2 

20 

8 

H 

Amwell  G.P. 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

9 

1 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13 

4 

Tyttenhanger  G.P. 

— 

— 

3 

— 

6 

16 

— 

M 

Brent  Res. 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

7 

3 

Broadwater  G.P. 

— 

1 

4/5 

2 

— 

5 

2 

Kempton  Park  Res. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

11 

— 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

— 

2 

2 

6 

10 

1 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

3 

Staines  Res. 

1 

1 

3 

— 

6 

10 

1 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

— 

1 

4 

— 

3 

3 

1 

S 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

— 

2 

5 

— 

7 

15 

14 

Beddington  S.F. 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

20 

3 

Totals 

2 

18 

47 

4 
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213 

42 

Although  the  totals  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  statistically  viable, 
hopefully  this  table  will  provide  a  comparative  tool  with  which  to 
gauge  differences  in  volume  and  bias  of  passage  from  year  to  year. 
Obviously  any  major  changes  in  the  condition  of  the  above  sites 
would  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Conspicuously  absent 
from  the  table  is  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  always  an  attractive  site  for  this 
species  -  unfortunately  no  records  were  received  from  here  this  year. 

In  addition  to  the  winter  records  mentioned  above  there  were  three 
records  at  three  sites  in  March  and  one  record  in  October.  Compared 
to  previous  years  both  spring  and  autumn  passage  appear  to  have 
been  about  average.  Notable  counts  from  localities  not  included 
above,  plus  an  Inner  London  record  are  given  below. 

E  Netherhall  G.P.,  three  on  May  10th.  One  observer  (jf)  counted  55 
throughout  the  whole  Lea  Valley  on  Aug.  2nd. 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  up  to  nine  in  August.  Inner  London:  Regent's 
Park,  one  on  May  8th  (TRDf). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  an  isolated  record  of  seven  on  July  23rd. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  12  on  Aug.  6th. 

S  Hogsmill  S.F. ,  up  to  nine  in  August.  Island  Barn  Res. ,  a  maximum  of 
six  in  August. 


213  Turnstone 

There  were  four  winter  records  (two  in  February,  one  each  in  March 
and  December),  predictably  all  from  the  Lower  Thames.  This  area 
also  dominated  the  spring  passage  with  a  spectacular  gathering  at 
West  Thurrock  in  mid-May.  Seven  other  sites  had  spring  records. 
Autumn  passage  was  similarly  distributed  but  less  numerous,  with  up 
to  four  birds  at  seven  sites,  plus  an  isolated  flock  of  seven  flying 
through  at  Staines  Res.  All  records  are  given. 
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E  Grays,  one  on  Feb.  1st,  three  on  16th  and  one  on  Mar.  2nd  (jmh,  pl). 
King  George  V  Res. ,  one  on  May  5th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on 
Aug.  6th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (db).  West 
Thurrock,  16  on  May  11th,  19  on  14th  and  five  on  15th  (ab /,  mkd  et 
al.);  in  autumn,  singles  on  Aug.  4th  and  10th  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  one  from  July  24th  to  27th  (gjw  et  al.). 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  singles  on  May  11th  (je)  and  Aug.  4th  (igj).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  one  on  May  4th  and  two  on  11th  (mo);  in  autumn 
recorded  as  follows:  Aug.  2nd  and  3rd  (2),  Aug.  4th  (4),  5th  (1),  6th 
(2),  7th,  8th  and  19th  (1)  (mo).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  8th  (mp), 
seven  flew  SW  on  Aug.  9th  (avm). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  May  2nd  (cdrh). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  seven  on  Dec.  25th  (bmu). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  two  on  May  6th  (cjp)  and  one  on  Aug.  13th  (pag). 

1985  Additional  Record 
M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  3rd  (cl). 


215  Red-necked  Phalarope 


M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  27th  (rjs  et  al.). 

Undoubtedly  the  wader  highlight  of  the  year,  this  crisply  marked 
youngster  was  one  of  many  scattered  inland  at  the  time  by  weather 
attributed  to  the  tail-end  effects  of  hurricane  ‘Charlie’.  It  is  the  11th 
record  for  the  London  Area. 


217  Pomarine  Skua 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  8th  (mkd)  was 
presumably  one  of  the  two  juveniles  seen  from  Feb.  22nd  to  Mar. 
9th,  one  staying  to  the  11th  (mkd,  rbh,  avm  et  al.). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  juvenile  from  Jan.  3rd  to  5th  (rcf  et  al.)  and 
another  on  Jan.  16th  and  17th  (gar  et  al.).  Staines  Res.,  a  juvenile 
from  Jan.  12th  to  16th  (rbh,  avm,  bar  etal.)  was  different  from  the 
first  individual  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  but  was  probably  the  same  as  the 
second  bird  there. 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  a  juvenile  on  Mar.  2nd  (bw t).  This  seems 
likely  to  have  been  one  of  the  Rainham  duo. 
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One  of  the  great  sights  of  early  1986  was  that  of  the  two  Pomarine 
Skuas  harassing  gulls  off  Coldharbour,  Rainham,  where  both  were 
present  for  at  least  16  days.  (There  were  related  records  in  the 
Thames  Estuary  of  eight  off  Southend  Pier  on  Feb.  1st  and  seven  off 
Canvey  Island  on  Feo.  11th.)  The  above  occurrences  were  clearly 
associated  with  the  arrivals  in  October  and  November  1985,  and  are 
the  first  London  records  for  the  months  January  to  March.  The 
apparent  total  of  four  birds  raises  the  influx’s  total  to  nine  indi¬ 
viduals,  in  contrast  to  the  total  of  just  six  between  1900  and  1984. 

218  Arctic  Skua 

M  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  a  juvenile  from  Sept.  21st  to  22nd  (jah,  pn  et  al.). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  juvenile  flew  through  on  Aug.  26th  (rjs). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  light-phase  bird  on  July  12th  stayed  about  15 
mins,  before  departing  to  the  southwest  (rjh). 

The  Queen  Mother  bird  appeared  in  a  fresh  southerly  wind  but  the 
other  two  arrived  in  calm  conditions.  Three  records  is  less  than 
average  but  the  July  sighting  is  only  the  second  ever  for  that  month, 
the  other  having  been  at  Staines  Res.  on  July  21st  1961. 

220  Great  Skua 

1984  Correction 

K  Sevenoaks,  originally  published  as  only  being  present  on  Jan.  3rd, 
this  bird  was  in  fact  present  from  Jan.  3rd  to  7th. 

222  Mediterranean  Gull 

There  were  some  26  records  involving  21  or  more  birds,  making  this 
much  the  best  year  ever  for  this  gull  in  London.  The  Lea  Valley  and 
east  London  showed  particularly  strong  increases,  spread  over  both 
ends  of  the  year.  Winter  was  clearly  the  chief  season  for  arrivals  with 
the  majority  of  first  dates  occurring  before  mid-March  or  after  late 
November.  Just  over  half  the  birds  were  in  first-winter  plumage. 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  a  first- winter  bird  on  Nov.  30th  (pjv).  Rainham 
Marsh,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Feb.  23rd  and  Mar.  1st  (mkd,  prw),  an 
adult  on  Mar.  9th  and  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  31st  (mkd). 
Sewardstone,  a  first- winter  bird  on  Mar.  6th  (scr).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  from  Feb.  16th  to  23rd  (pjv  et  al.)  and  an 
adult  on  six  dates  between  Mar.  3rd  and  Apr.  11th  (pf,  cw5  et  al.). 
West  Thurrock,  an  adult  on  Feb.  22nd  (mkd,  rbh,  avm).  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  single  first-winter  birds  on  Feb.  23rd  (known  to  be  the 
Walthamstow  one),  Mar.  15th  and  Dec.  31st  but  two  on  Dec.  29th 
(gjw  et  al.). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  9th  (gjw).  Watford,  an 
adult  on  Nov.  24th  and  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  14th  both  stayed 
into  1987  (ry). 

M  Enfield  Lock,  a  first-winter  bird  from  Dec.  19th  into  1987  (s  cretal.Y 
Kempton  Park,  an  adult  in  summer  plumage  on  Mar.  16th  (avm,  pn). 
King  George  VI  Res.,  an  adult  at  roost  on  Aug.  4th,  19th  and  29th 
and  on  Sept.  4th  (jah,  pn,  rjs  et  al.).  Ponders  End  Lake,  a 
first-winter  bird  on  Apr.  13th  (pjv).  Staines  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird 
on  Jan.  18th  (rbh,  pn)  and  an  adult  on  Sept.  9th,  13th,  14th  and  28th 
(igj)  was  probably  the  King  George  VI  bird. 

B  Langley  Marish,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  27th  (clL 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  one  on  June  24th  (Bwf).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  one  on  Jan.  24th  and  29th  (jt). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1986 


67 


S  Beddington  Park  and  S.F.  and  Carshalton  Park  and  Ponds,  an  adult 
from  Jan.  28th  to  Mar.  20th  (akb,  dac,  gdjm  et  al.);  perhaps  the 
same  adult  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  June  30th  and  July  3rd  (gdjm)  and 
at  Carshalton  Park  from  Nov.  4th  to  9th  (gdjm)  .  Island  Barn  Res. ,  an 
adult  on  Feb.  8th  (rjh).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  an  adult  in  nearby 
fields  on  Feb.  22nd  (rjh).  River  Thames  by  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  an  adult 
on  July  9th  (jppw). 

225  Little  Gull 

The  bird/day  total  for  each  county  in  each  month  is  given  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Essex  —  —  1  2  3  —  —  12  2  —  —  — 

Herts.  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Middx.  1  —  —  3  5  —  —  36  25  6  —  — 

Bucks.  1  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Kent  —  —  2  1  —  —  —  1  6  —  —  — 

Surrey  —  —  —  —  1  —  —  —  —  2  —  7 

Total  2036  900  49  33  807 

There  was  a  low  total  of  1 17  bird/days,  though  some  74  different  birds 
were  involved  which  is  very  close  to  last  year’s  figure.  There  were  two 
birds  at  the  start  of  the  year:  a  second-winter  bird  at  Staines  Res.  on 
Jan.  2nd  (mjw)  and  a  first-winter  bird  at  roost  at  Queen  Mother  Res. 
on  Jan.  11th  (cl).  The  next  individuals  were  singles  at  Littlebrook 
Power  Station  on  Mar.  6th  (drg)  and  at  West  Thurrock  on  Mar.  16th 
(mkd).  The  subsequent  spring  passage  was  undistinguished,  with  no 
flock  larger  than  the  three  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  May  4th  (wgl). 

There  were  no  June  or  July  sightings,  for  the  first  time  since  1972.  A 
surge  of  records  in  August  included  the  year’s  high  of  eight  at  King 
George  V  Res.  on  the  11th  (pjv)  and  six  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on 
the  23rd  (bar).  The  Middlesex  reservoirs  held  birds  most  consistent¬ 
ly  in  this  month  as  well  as  in  September,  when  the  peak  for  west 
London  was  four  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  the  14th  (hrg,  rbh,  avm, 
pn).  However,  in  east  London  there  was  an  isolated  gathering  of  six 
at  Littlebrook  Power  Station  on  Sept.  18th  (Bwf).  Five  birds  occurred 
in  October  at  two  localities,  then  the  year  closed  with  a  surprising 
flock  of  seven  adults  flying  west  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Dec.  7th 
(rbh).  This  was  the  first  group  of  more  than  two  birds  to  be  seen  in 
London  in  winter;  their  appearance  may  have  been  connected  with 
the  late  autumn  movements  sometimes  witnessed  in  the  Thames 
Estuary. 

228  Black-headed  Gull 

All  counts  of  2,000  or  more  are  given,  together  with  the  highest 
counts  in  Inner  London,  two  ringing  recoveries  and  a  record  of  a  bird 
with  white  upperparts.  No  change  in  status  is  evident;  as  usual,  the 
highest  daytime  counts  came  from  the  River  Thames  in  east  London. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  5,000  in  January,  10,000  on  Feb.  15th,  11,000  on 
Mar.  1st  and  3,000  on  Dec.  24th.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  22,000  on  Feb. 
9th,  3,500  on  Mar.  30th  and  32,000  on  Dec.  28th.  Birds  found  dead  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  Mar.  24th  and  Barking  on  Nov.  16th  had  been 
ringed  in  Estonia  on  June  15th  1978  and  June  30th  1979  respectively. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  7,000  flew  S  to  roost  on  Mar.  20th.  Hilfield  Park 
Res.,  6,800  at  roost  on  Nov.  2nd  and  11,000  on  Dec.  14th. 
Kingsmead,  2,000  on  Feb.  13th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  2,000  on  Jan.  1st. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  c. 20,000  on  Jan.  5th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  an  adult 
with  all-white  plumage  except  for  black  in  the  primaries,  at  roost  on 
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Oct.  6th,  Oct.  25th  and  Dec.  14th.  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park, 
the  year’s  maximum  was  380  on  Feb.  21st  (pjo).  Victoria  Park,  330  on 
Nov.  18th  (nm?). 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  2,000+  on  Mar.  1st  and  16,000+  between 
here  and  Stone  on  Dec.  30th.  River  Thames  at  Swanscombe,  2,500 
on  Jan.  26th. 

S  Molesey  G.P.,  5,000  at  a  pre-roost  gathering  on  Feb.  9th.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  360  on  Jan.  7th  and  700  on  Feb.  27th  (bm). 
River  Thames  at  Westminster,  monthly  peaks  were  as  follows  (pjs). 
Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

350  620  300  24  4  17  260  200  250  200  320  250 

River  Thames  at  Waterloo,  c.600  flew  downstream  on  a  roost  line, 
between  17.32  and  17.36  hrs.,  on  Feb.  12th  (pjs). 

Twenty-five  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1961. 

Black-headed  Gull 

A  total  of  six  pairs  bred  and  at  least  1 1  young  reached  the  free  flying  stage  at  Maple  Cross, 
Herts.;  this  is  the  first  breeding  record  for  the  county.  The  colony  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.. 
Middx. ,  dropped  to  a  little  below  the  1959  level,  there  were  c.300  adults  in  May  and  c.  125 
nests  but  few  young  were  reared. 


233  Common  Gull 

* » 

The  largest  counts  in  each  sector  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 
There  was  also  a  claim  of  the  race  L.c.heinei  which  breeds  in  Russia 
east  of  Moscow.  This  race  is  a  rarely  recognised  but  possibly  annual 
visitor  to  Britain. 

Once  again  there  was  clear  evidence  of  spring  passage,  involving  a 
high  proportion  of  first-winter  birds.  Much  larger  numbers  occur  in 
winter,  at  reservoir  roosts  and  at  Rainham  Marsh  with  its  ‘attractive' 
rubbish  tip. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  600  on  Feb.  2nd.  Rainham  Marsh,  2,000  on 
Feb.  15th  and  3,000  on  Mar.  1st;  a  bird  showing  features  of  the  race 
L.c.heinei  was  seen  here  on  Dec.  24th  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  at 
roost  there  were  12,000  on  Feb.  9th,  3,000  on  Mar.  30th  and  8,500  on 
Dec.  28th;  one  found  dead  on  Feb.  28th  had  been  ringed  in  Norway 
on  July  15th  1985. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  200  on  Mar.  7th.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  750  at  roost  on 
Dec.  14th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  200  on  Dec.  13th. 

M  Mill  Hill,  c.100  on  Mar.  17th.  Woodside  Park,  c.  120  on  Mar.  13th. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  39  on  Jan.  11th. 
K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  a  clear  surge  of  220+  on  Mar.  8th.  Stone  Marsh, 
300+  on  Feb.  25th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  115  on  Apr.  15th.  Walton  Res.,  148  on  Mar.  17th. 
Playing  fields  near  Wimbledon  Common,  310  on  Jan.  19th.  Inner 
London:  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  monthly  maxima  were  as 
follows  (pjs). 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May-Oct  Nov  Dec 
21  21  40  40  up  to  6  18  18 

River  Thames  between  Westminster  and  Southwark  Bridges,  c.  100 
on  Apr.  11th,  of  which  74%  were  first-winter  and  14%  were 
second-winter  birds  (pjs). 
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234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

The  largest  counts  in  certain  regions  are  given.  Unlike  last  year,  there 
was  no  recorded  breeding  attempt.  Only  a  few  large  counts  were 
received  (with  no  total  over  300)  and  these  were  clearly  concentrated 
into  the  period  from  July  to  November.  The  paucity  of  roost  counts 
during  recent  winters  suggests  that  this  species  may  well  be  becoming 
scarcer  at  this  time  of  year,  more  counts  are  required  to  confirm  this. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  250  on  Aug.  16th,  300  on  Sept.  27th  and  200  on  Oct. 

19th.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  220  at  roost  on  Mar.  30th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  200  on  July  27th  and  175  on  Nov.  15th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  240  on  Nov.  23rd. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  numbers  were  lower  than  usual  and  the  highest 
count  was  80  on  Oct.  29th. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  off  Bankside,  SE1,  27  in  January. 

235a  Herring  Gull 

High  counts  from  certain  sectors  are  given.  As  with  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull,  there  were  no  firm  breeding  records,  which  surely 
shows  a  lack  of  coverage. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  1,000  on  Feb.  2nd  and  550  on  Dec.  28th. 
Rainham  Marsh,  500  on  Jan.  25th  and  Feb.  15th,  200  on  July  5th  and 
500  on  Oct.  19th.  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  750  on  Feb.  9th  and  600  on  Dec. 
28th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  150  on  Feb.  22nd. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  16  on  Jan.  12th.  Whitehall,  SW1, 
birds  were  present  in  the  breeding  season. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  71  on  Dec.  28th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  70  flew  W  in  90  minutes  on  Jan.  1st.  Inner  London: 
River  Thames  near  the  National  Theatre,  29  in  July. 

235b  Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull 

Records  were  received  from  17  localities  which  is  a  drop  on  last  year’s 
total  of  24.  However,  new  maxima  were  reported  of  no  less  than  60  in 
Kent  and  30  in  Essex;  the  previous  best  was  16.  The  River  Thames  in 
east  London  now  stands  out  as  the  chief  area. 

The  following  table  give’s  the  monthly  maxima  for  each  locality, 
except  for  Inner  London  records  which  are  given  in  full  underneath. 
A  good  proportion  of  the  birds  in  Essex,  Middlesex  and  Surrey  were 
thought  to  Delong  to  the  race  L.a.michahellis.  Autumn  records  far 
outweighed  those  in  any  other  season. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun 

Jul  Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Rainham  Marsh 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

Walthamstow  Res. 

1 

West  Thurrock 

3 

30 

27 

1 

— 

1 

M 

King  George  VI  Res. 

2 

17 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

1 

Staines  Res. 

1 

1 . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Stanwell  Moor  Rubbish  Tip 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wraysbury  Res. 

2 

12+ 

4 

1 

— 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

Erith  Marsh 

1 

1 

Littlebrook 

1 

60 

11 

60 

— 

— 

— 

S 

Bam  Elms  Res. 

3 

3 

1 

-  - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

R.  Thames  at  Kew 

1 

Roehampton 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Walton  Res. 

— 

1 

Totals 


7  4  2  1 


4  82  66  108  11  2  3 
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Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  the  usual  resident  bird  was  present 
all  year  (pjo).  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  one  on  Feb.  17th  and 
Mar.  13th  (bm). 


236  Iceland  Gull 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Feb.  15th  (pjv  et  al. )  was 
seen  the  following  day  at  Fishers  Green  (gjw  et  al.). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  one  on  Feb.  15th  and  16th  was  the  same  as  the  Essex 
bird  (gjw,  adw). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Feb.  16th  (rbh)  and 
presumably  the  same  on  Feb.  21st  and  22nd  (cl,  pn).  Staines  Moor, 
an  immature  on  Feb.  23rd  (apg,  cww)  was  probably  the  Wraysbury 
bird. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  an  adult  on  Feb.  11th  (cdrh)  and  an  immature 
on  Feb.  18th  (igj). 

Three  individuals  found  in  only  six  days  would  seem  to  constitute  a 
small  influx.  There  have  now  been  15  birds  in  the  last  four  years, 
compared  to  only  two  between  1970  and  1982. 


236/7  Iceland/Glaucous  Gull 

M  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  7th  (rjc). 

Two  Glaucous  Gulls  were  visiting  nearby  Wraysbury  Res.  around 
this  time,  so  there  may  be  a  connection. 


237  Glaucous  Gull 


See  also  Appendix  II 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  first-winter  birds  on  Apr.  6th  (mkd)  and  Apr.  29th 
(cl).  Waltham  Abbey,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  31st  (scr). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  first-winter  birds  on  Feb.  2nd  (gjw)  and  Dec.  27th 
Ibr).  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  (first-winter/first-summer)  on  Apr.  9th 
(wgl).  West  Hyde,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Feb.  15th  (rrd,  avm). 
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M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  a  first-winter  bird  flew  W  on  Jan.  19th 
(cjcI.  Staines  Res.,  a  first-winter  and  a  second-winter  bird  on  Feb. 
8th  (rbh  et  al. ),  a  further  first- winter  bird  on  Feb.  9th  (avm,  pn)  and 
different  first-winter  birds  on  Nov.  2nd  and  23rd  (gmh,  rbh,  avm, 
pn).  Stanwell  Moor  Rubbish  Tip,  a  first- winter  bird  on  Feb.  23rd 
(lgf,  ro).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  an  adult  on  Feb.  20th  (gjw). 
Wraysbury  Res. ,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  9th  and  12th  and  perhaps 
the  same  on  16th  (gmh,  rbh,  avm,  rjs),  single  adults  on  Jan.  11th, 
Feb.  2nd  and  Feb.  10th  (gmh,  rbh,  rjs)  and  a  first-winter  bird  on 
Feb.  25th  (cl);  later  in  the  year,  first-winter  birds  on  seven  dates 
between  Nov.  12th  and  Dec.  19th  involving  at  least  two  individuals 
(rbh,  cdrh,  cl  et  al.).  In  addition,  there  were  two  apparent 
Glaucous  x  Herring  Gull  hybrids  here:  (see  Appendix  II). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  first-winter  birds  on  Jan.  1st  (gmh)  and  Feb. 
11th  (cdrh). 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  an  adult  flew  SSW  on  Jan.  13th  (ag). 

This  was  the  best  year  ever  for  this  large  Arctic  gull  in  London.  The 
total  of  21  to  24  individuals  is  far  in  excess  of  the  previous  record  of 
11+  which  occurred  in  1985.  As  with  Iceland  Gull,  the  leading  month 
this  year  was  February,  with  ten  records  compared  to  just  five  in 
January.  The  strong  presence  of  Glaucous  and  Iceland  Gulls  was 
surely  related  to  it  being  the  coldest  February  since  1947.  A  very  cold 
air  flow  from  Siberia  was  established  all  month,  and  this  could  have 
particularly  favoured  the  appearance  of  Glaucous  Gulls  in  southern 
England. 


238  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

The  largest  counts  in  each  region  were  as  follows.  Coverage  was  poor 
outside  Essex. 

E  Fairlop,  100  on  Jan.  4th.  King  George  V  Res.,  250  at  roost  on  Feb. 
2nd  and  300  on  Dec.  28th.  Rainham  Marsh,  150  on  Sept.  27th,  100  in 
October-November  and  150  in  December.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  150  at 
roost  on  Feb.  9th  and  250  on  Dec.  28th. 

H  The  highest  count  was  just  55,  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  on  Jan.  1st. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  c.100  on  Jan.  16th. 

K  The  largest  counts  were  124  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Mar.  31st  and  65  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Jan.  17th. 

S  No  large  counts  were  received. 

240  Kittiwake 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  two  on  Apr.  12th  and  one  found  dead  on  May 
3rd  (pjv).  Netherhall  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (gjw).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  29th  (mkdL  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Feb.  22nd 
(mkd,  rbh,  avm)  and  Mar.  2na  (jmh)  then  singles  on  Mar.  3rd,  9th, 
15th  and  16th  but  two  on  the  10th  (mkd,  cf);  it  seems  likely  that  only 
two  birds  were  involved  in  all  these  records;  later,  one  occurred  on 
Sept.  13th  (avm). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  31st  (adw).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on 
Jan.  10th  (rmrg). 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  one  on  Feb.  2nd  (pn).  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  one 
on  Aug.  27th  (pmt).  Wormwood  Scrubs,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (ljh). 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  ten  flew  SW  on  June  12th  at  12.50  hrs. 

(TRDf). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (sjg). 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  3rd  and  two  flying  SE  on  Feb.  5th  (nps); 
then  an  exceptional  movement  of  124  adults  W  in  three  flocks  on 
Mar.  25th  (nps,  jppw).  Beddington  S.F.,  four  flew  W  on  Mar.  25th 
and  one  flew  SE  on  June  17th  (gdjm). 

1985  Additional  Record 
E  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Apr.  29th  (cl). 

The  total  of  18  records  is  well  down  on  the  average  of  29  over  the 
previous  five  years.  Only  five  birds  appeared  in  the  February  cold 
spell  and  only  three  birds  in  the  second  half  of  the  year.  However,  the 
massive  movement  of  128  birds  on  Mar.  25th  is  outstanding  and 
reminiscent  of  the  c.  150,  that  also  flew  west,  on  Apr.  28th  1985.  The 
previous  biggest  movement,  in  February  1959,  was  also  a  westerly 
one,  so  there  would  appear  to  be  some  connection.  (See  photograph 
opposite  p.  32). 

245  Sandwich  Tern 

There  were  19  records  which  involved  59  birds  if  there  was  no  overlap 
between  localities.  These  figures  are  a  little  above  average  and  for 
the  second  year  running  there  was  a  good  September  passage  which 
included  a  large  flock  in  mid-month. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  July  5th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res. ,  two  on 
May  2nd,  two  on  July  28th  and  one  on  Sept.  10th  (adll).  West 
Thurrock,  three  on  Sept.  7th  (adll)  and  two  on  Sept.  16th  (ab/). 
H  Am  well  G.P.,  two  flew  S  on  Oct.  4th  (br,  gjw). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  21  on  Sept.  14th  included  a  flock  of  20  flying 
SE  at  13.25  hrs.  (avm,  pn,  bar).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept. 
13th  (hrg,  igj),  two  on  Sept.  14th  (rbh,  avm,  pn)  and  eight  on  Oct. 
2nd  (gar).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  13th  (jdaf)  and  one  on  the 
14th  (tjl).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  SW  on  Aug.  4th 
and  two  flew  W  on  Oct.  2nd  (trd t). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (je,  rbh,  pn). 

K  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  one  on  Sept.  30th  (Bwf). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  15th  (rbh,  jppw).  Inner  London: 
River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  three  on  Aug.  27th  (bm). 


247  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  given;  passage  records  are  summarised  under 
247/8.  It  is  not  possible  to  work  out  the  exact  numbers  of  pairs  or 
young  this  year.  However,  it  was  clearly  an  exceptionally  good  year 
with  35  pairs  nesting  away  from  Rye  Meads,  compared  to  22  in  the 
best-ever  year  of  1984.  The  total  of  92  young  at  Rye  Meads  was 
typical  of  the  last  two  years  there  and  suggests  the  presence  of  some 
42  pairs  as  usual.  The  London  total  would  therefore  be  c.77  which 
well  exceeds  the  record  of  64  in  1984. 

E  Walthamstow  Res. ,  one  pair  nested  on  a  raft  but  the  eggs  were  taken. 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  seven  pairs  reared  18  young.  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  one  pair 
reared  one  young.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  the  number  of  pairs  was  not 
counted  but  92  young  were  ringed.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  raised 
one  young. 

M  Brent  Res.,  four  pairs  reared  nine  young.  Broadwater  G.P.,  two 
pairs  raised  young  and  a  third  pair  nested  unsuccessfully.  King 
George  VI  Res.,  six  pairs  raised  nine  young.  Shepperton  G.P.,  two 
pairs  reared  six  young. 
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B  Wraysbury  G .  P . ,  nine  pairs  were  present  of  which  eight  bred  and  laid 
a  total  of  14  eggs;  the  number  of  subsequent  young  was  not  recorded. 
S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  pair  bred. 

247/8  Common/ Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarised  here  together 
with  unspecified  observations  of  Common/Arctic  Terns. 

The  first  Common  Terns  of  the  year  were  seen  at  three  sites  in  Essex 
on  Apr.  15th,  a  rather  late  first  date.  At  King  George  V  Res. 
numbers  rose  to  25  on  Apr.  21st  and  in  the  next  five  days  there  were 
also  peaks  of  12  at  Walthamstow  Res. ,  33  at  Fishers  Green  and  25  at 
West  Thurrock.  In  early  May,  Broadwater  G.P.  had  13  on  the  5th 
and  West  Thurrock  had  40  on  the  8th,  with  35  still  there  on  the  11th. 
The  only  subsequent  count  of  note  was  a  flock  of  23  that  flew  E  over 
Kempton  Park  Res.  on  May  17th.  Elsewhere  in  west  London  it  was  a 
very  weak  passage,  with  Staines  Res.  attracting  a  spring  maximum  of 
only  three! 

There  was  no  notable  count  in  June  or  July  but  by  Aug.  4th  a  flock  of 
50  was  at  West  Thurrock.  Over  in  west  London,  numbers  rose  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.  from  20  on  Aug.  6th  to  30  between  the  9th  and 
12th.  At  Littlebrook  Power  Station  the  August  peak  was  just  18  on 
the  14th  but  numbers  rose  at  West  Thurrock  to  a  respectable  high  of 
110  on  the  30th,  when  Queen  Mary  Res.  still  had  25+ .  Numbers 
remained  low  at  nearby  Staines  Res.,  where  the  peak  was  just  eight 
for  the  whole  autumn,  and  Barn  Elms  Res.  had  no  more  than  six  at 
one  time.  On  Sept.  4th  a  group  of  40  was  at  Woolwich,  then  a  lull  was 
followed  by  gatherings  of  53  at  West  Thurrock  and  30  at  Queen 
Mary,  both  on  the  14th.  Two  days  later  Woolwich  was  still  attracting 
30  birds,  on  the  17th  Queen  Mary  still  had  20  and  on  the  18th 
Littlebrook  had  its  autumn  peak  of  55.  Thereafter  numbers  were  low 
and  the  only  Octdber  record  concerned  one  at  Littlebrook  on  the 
2nd,  to  conclude  a  rather  poor  year,  especially  away  from  the  Lower 
Thames. 

Inner  London  records  were  also  sparse:  along  the  River  Thames  at 
Chelsea  Reach  there  was  one  on  Aug.  24th,  three  on  Aug.  27th  and  a 
final  one  on  Sept.  11th  (bm). 


Forty  years  ago... 
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Common  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  12th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  five  on  May  4th  and  about  eight  on  May  9th. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  which  were  certainly  identified,  there  are  some  further  records 
of  Common/Arctic  Terns  where  specific  identification  was  not  possible.  In  1947  (as  will 
be  recorded  in  the  next  LBR)  there  was  an  exceptional  influx  of  Arctic  Terns  and  a 
number  of  undoubted  Arctics  were  observed  with  slight  blackish  tips  to  the  bill.  It  is 
apparent  therefore,  that  the  presence  or  absence  of  a  black  tip,  in  spring  or  autumn,  is 
insufficient,  by  itself,  for  specific  identification  and  regard  should  be  paid  to  bill  colour, 
length  of  tarsi  and  tail  streamers,  call  note  and  other  points  of  difference. 

(It  is  interesting  to  reflect  how  the  identification  criteria  have  changed  over  the  years,  with  regard  to 
Sterna  terns  -  Ed.). 
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248  Arctic  Tern 

Spring  passage  was  relatively  quiet  apart  from  a  flock  of  38  at  Rye 
Meads.  Birds  were  seen  at  the  nigh  total  of  ten  localities  in  August, 
with  regular  sightings  at  West  Thurrock  and  Queen  Mary  Res.  The 
final  autumn  total  of  48  bird/days  was  not  far  behind  the  spring  total 
of  58  bird/days. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  11th  and  Sept.  4th,  two  on 
Sept.  16th  and  one  on  Sept.  20th  (pab,  ab l,  pjv).  Rainham  Marsh, 
two  on  May  5th  and  one  on  Aug.  13th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  two  on 
May  8th  (mkd),  one  or  two  on  five  dates  between  Aug.  1st  and  30th 
(mkd)  and  singles  on  Sept.  16th,  21st,  22nd  and  26th  (ab/). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  eight  on  Apr.  29th  (twg)  and  one  on  Aug.  13th  (br). 

Rye  Meads  S.F.,  38  flew  N  on  Apr.  27th  (gjw). 

M  Broadwater  G .  P . ,  one  on  May  4th  (mgt)  .  Queen  Mary  Res . ,  one  on 
Aug.  6th  (jppw)  and  two  on  11th  (rjs)  then  singles  daily  between  the 
12th  and  17th  except  for  nine  on  14th  and  four  on  16th  (gar). 
Springwell  Lake,  one  on  May  10th  (cl).  Staines  Res. ,  singles  on  Apr. 
28th  (mlb),  May  5th  (je)  and  Aug.  12th  (igj).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one 
on  Aug.  26th  (avm).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  settled  at  the 
lake  for  two  minutes  on  Aug.  27th  before  flying  off  SE  (dab). 

K  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  one  on  Sept.  18th  and  19th  (bwi). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  14th  and  three  on  Aug.  26th  (rbh, 
jppw).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  three  on  May  11th  (rbh).  Walton 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (rjs). 

251  Little  Tern 

There  were  typical  totals  of  six  records  in  spring  and  seven  in  autumn. 
The  spring  birds  were  all  singles  whereas  the  autumn  ones  were  often 
in  twos  or  threes  coinciding  with  movements  of  Arctic  Terns  in  late 
August  and  Sandwich  Terns  in  mid-September. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  27th  and  June  8th  (pjv). 
Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  26th  and  27th  (adw).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  three  on  Aug.  26th  (adll). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  singles  on  June  26th  (br)  and  Aug.  31st  (gjw).  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  one  on  May  9th  (rmrg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  12th  (dsd)  and  two  on  Sept.  13th 
(igj).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  13th  (jq),  perhaps  the  same  as  at 
Queen  Mary. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  May  5th  (jt).  River  Thames  at  Barking 
Reach,  two  flew  upriver  on  Sept.  11th  (pjs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  27th  (rbh). 

253  Black  Tern 

The  spring  passage  was  poor,  involving  only  21  birds  at  seven 
localities.  The  first  birds  were  not  until  May  2nd,  when  five  occurred 
at  Broadwater  G.P.  (trd).  Thereafter  the  maximum  was  six  at  West 
Thurrock  on  May  12th  (ab/)  and  nearly  all  other  records  referred  to 
singles,  with  the  last  ones  on  May  23rd. 

The  autumn  passage  was  quite  good  with  about  316  birds  at  16  sites. 
There  were  no  records  in  June  or  July  and  the  first  birds  back  were 
three  at  Staines  Res.  on  Aug.  2nd  (cl,  pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.  had  45 
birds  on  Aug.  6th  (hrg)  and  37  next  day  but  no  other  locality  showed 
this  early  movement.  On  Aug.  10th  birds  were  at  four  localities  with 
26  (some  new)  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  (jah,  pn)  and  nine  at  King 
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George  VI  Res.  (avm).  By  the  14th  birds  were  at  six  sites,  with  West 
Thurrock  attracting  London’s  autumn  maximum  of  60  (jw)  and 
Queen  Mary  Res.  figuring  again  with  a  flock  of  18  which  were  mostly 
new  that  day  (rjs).  King  George  V  Res.  had  a  good  total  of  26  on 
Aug.  19th  (pjv)  but  passage  then  dwindled  until  late  in  the  month, 
when  West  Thurrock  had  a  new  wave  of  25  on  the  30th  (mkd)  and 
seven  occurred  at  both  Staines  and  King  George  VI  Reservoirs. 
Numbers  were  distinctly  lower  in  September  with  the  only  noticeable 
movement  happening  about  mid-month.  The  14th  was  the  leading 
day  with  birds  at  five  sites,  including  ten  at  Staines  Res.  (avm  et  al.) 
and  nine  at  West  Thurrock.  The  passage  tailed  off  quickly  and  the 
last  bird  was  seen  at  Littlebrook  on  Sept.  23rd,  leaving  an  unusual 
lack  of  October  records. 

255  Guillemot 


1986  will  long  be  remembered  for  the  enormous  influx  of  Guillemots 
that  occurred  in  February  and  early  March.  Prior  to  1986  there  had 
been  23  records  involving  25  Guillemots  in  London.  Yet  in  a  matter 
of  18  days  some  90  more  individuals  appeared,  indeed  there  could 
have  been  as  many  as  126!  The  records  are  set  out  in  the  normal  way 
below  but  a  fuller  description  and  analysisof  this  exceptional  event  is 
given  on  j>p.  172  to  176.  (See  photographs  opposite  p.  16). 

E  River  Thames:  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Feb.  15th  (prw  et  al.),  eight 
on  Feb.  28th  (nps)  and  two  with  a  dead  auk  on  Mar.  1st  (rbh,  avm); 
West  Thurrock,  one  on  Feb.  23rd  (rrd,  jah,  avm,  pn),  two  or  three 
on  Feb.  28th  (cf,  nps),  two  on  Mar.  1st  (mkd  et  al.)  and  three  on  Mar. 
2nd  (jmh). 

H  Grand  Union  Canal  near  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Feb.  28th  (jd)  was 
reported  to  be  around  for  several  days. 

M  Grand  Union  Canal  at  Brentford  High  St. ,  eight  on  Mar.  3rd  (rbh) 
fell  to  seven  on  the  5th.  G.U.  Canal  between  Springwell  and 
Harefield  Locks,  one  on  Mar.  3rd  {per  rspb)  was  presumably  the 
Herts,  bird.  The  Mudchute,  Isle  of  Dogs,  one  picked  up  on  Mar.  5th 
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(RSPCA  per  nb).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  15th  (rjc)  and 
perhaps  the  same  bird  found  dead  on  the  bank  on  Feb.  22nd  (hrg). 
Inner  London:  Burdett  Road,  E3,  one  picked  up  on  Mar.  2nd  {per 
nb).  Camden  Road,  NW1,  one  found  on  Feb.  26th  was  taken  to 
London  Zoo  then  released  at  Pagham  Harbour  on  Mar.  5th. 
Regent’s  Park,  one  found  on  playing  fields  on  Feb.  14th  (trdi)  was 
later  released  off  Hunstanton,  Norfolk.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on 
Feb.  13th  (agg)  was  caught  later  that  day  and  released  in  Yorkshire 
on  16th  {per  rfs).  Whitehall,  SW1,  one  picked  up  on  Feb.  28th  was 
released  at  Eastbourne  on  Mar.  1st  (rfs).  Locality  unknown,  one 
found  in  a  garden  on  Mar.  4th  was  taken  into  care  but  died  on  5th  ( per 
rfs). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  16th  and  17th  (bc,  apg,  avm,  pn, 
cww  et  al.)  and  one  on  Mar.  2nd  (rbh). 

K  Orpington,  one  picked  up  on  Feb.  28th  (srs).  River  Thames: 
Blackwall,  one  on  Feb.  14th  and  15th  (pb«);  Dartford,  one  on  Feb. 
26th  (dfy),  five  moved  downriver  in  half  an  hour  on  Feb.  28th  (bwi), 
one  on  Mar.  1st  (dd)  and  two  on  2nd  (bwi);  Greenhithe,  one  on  Feb. 
26th  (khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  one  flying  low  on  Feb.  15th  (rlm).  Ham  Common, 
one  found  under  a  bramble  bush  on  Mar.  2nd  (jh)  was  later  released 
at  Pagham  Harbour.  Wimbledon,  one  picked  up  in  early  March 
(RSPCA  per  mjc).  The  remaining  host  of  records  were  all  from  the 
River  Thames:  At  Barnes  Bridge,  the  bird  of  1985  stayed  to  at  least 
mid-February  (jsA:).  A  scattering  of  sightings  from  Feb.  14th  to  21st 
between  Kew  and  Putney  involved  one  to  five  new  individuals  (djb, 
nh,  rbh,  jjw).  On  Feb.  26th  nine  passed  Mortlake  (pag)  and  in  the 
next  two  days  ten  to  20  birds  were  in  the  Putney  to  Kew  stretch  (pag, 
ag,  cjp,  jw  et  al. ) ;  some  of  these  no  doubt  went  up  the  G.U.  Canal  to 
Brentford  (see  Middx.).  On  Mar.  1st  two  had  reached  Teddington 
Lock  (pag)  and  at  least  nine  were  between  Kew  and  Wandsworth 
(ag,  rbh,  cjp,  jw).  The  following  day  one  had  reached  Kingston, 
staying  until  the  5th  (jh,  rjh,  wri)  and  a  full  survey  from  Teddington 
to  Wandsworth  revealed  11  (rbh).  Numbers  then  declined  so  that 
there  were  about  eight  on  the  3rd,  then  two  or  three  remained 
between  Kew  and  Putney  until  the  last  was  seen  at  Kew  on  Mar.  27th 
(kar).  Between  Feb.  21st  and  Mar.  10th,  one  moribund  bird  and 
seven  dead  ones  were  picked  up. 

Inner  London:  River  Thames:  Opposite  Victoria  Gardens,  Houses 
of  Parliament,  one  on  Jan.  26th  (dmc).  Chelsea  Reach,  one  on  Feb. 
21st  (bm).  London  Bridge  area,  four  on  Feb.  27th  (aba).  On  Feb. 
28th  there  were  seven  along  Chelsea  Reach  (bm),  one  at  Blackfriars 
Bridge  (mtw)  and  one  was  picked  up  near  Tower  Bridge  (nb).  On 
Mar.  1st  one  was  at  Grosvenor  Bridge,  nine  travelled  upriver  with 
the  current  at  Waterloo  Bridge  and  18  came  upriver  at  London 
Bridge  (rbh)!  The  following  day  only  two  were  left  between 
Wandsworth  and  London  Bridge  (rbh,  jah,  avm)  and  no  more 
sightings  were  reported  after  this  date. 


260  Little  Auk 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  2nd  (gww,  sjw). 

This  bird  soon  moved  off,  so  eluding  other  observers  present  on  the 
reservoir.  This  is  the  seventh  record  in  four  years  and  the  28th 
overall. 


above:  Guillemots  on  River  Thames  at  Barnes  Bridge,  March  1986 . 
(Photo:  A.  V.  Moon). 


below:  Guillemot  on  Grand  Union  Canal  at  Brentford,  March  1986. 
(Photo:  R.  B.  Hastings). 
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261  Puffin 

K  Swanscombe,  one  picked  up  on  Nov.  25th  was  released  at  Barking, 
Essex,  the  following  day  (kb). 

In  the  last  ten  years  there  have  been  nine  Puffins  in  London, 
compared  to  eight  Little  Auks  and  four  Razorbills.  Like  Little  Auk, 
this  species  has  now  occurred  four  years  in  a  row.  The  Razorbill  has 
become  much  the  least  frequent  auk,  with  records  in  only  two  of  the 
last  ten  years. 

263  Feral  Rock  Dove 

More  information  regarding  this  species  was  received,  including  six 
three  figure  flocks  outside  Central  London.  By  far  the  largest  of  these 
were  900  at  Osterley  Park  on  Oct.  9th  and  7-800  at  South  Farm, 
Enfield  on  Oct.  19th  and  Nov.  30th.  More  information  is  needed  on 
the  large  numbers  that  still  occur  in  Central  London. 

264  Stock  Dove 

A  widespread  and  locally  common  breeding  species,  with  at  least  120 
pairs  in  over  40  localities  -  an  increase  on  last  year.  The  majority 
were  north  of  the  River  Thames,  with  at  least  20  pairs  in  Epping 
Forest  and  22  pairs  in  Osterley  Park  for  example,  but  relatively  few 
were  reported  in  Kent.  Outside  the  breeding  season  the  following 
large  flocks  were  recorded:  Barking,  110  on  Jan.  12th  and  135  on 
Feb.  8th;  Broadwater  G.P.,  100  in  January  and  240  on  Dec.  27th; 
Horton  Manor,  150  on  Nov.  30th;  Molesey  Heath,  200+  on  Feb. 
10th  and  150  until  Mar.  15th  and  Osterley  Park,  120  on  Jan.  28th. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  May  11th  and  one  on  Nov. 
29th.  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  3rd. 

Details  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  below. 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey 

48  18  36  —  8  14 

265  Woodpigeon 

Although  the  severe  weather  produced  some  hard  weather  move¬ 
ments  in  February  and  early  March,  numbers  were  generally  low.  By 
far  the  largest  flock  was  1,500  at  Pratts  Bottom  (K)  on  Feb.  8th,  with 
1,000  still  present  on  Mar.  1st.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  1,000  were 
reported  from  Shepperton  (M)  on  Dec.  6th  but  numbers  elsewhere 
appeared  lower  than  usual  with  no  large  passage  movements  in 
October.  Inner  London:  Bred  at  County  Hall;  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens;  St.  James’s  Park  and  The  Avenue,  NW6. 


Twenty-five  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1961. 


Woodpigeon 

Do  Woodpigeons  migrate?  One  London  bird  at  last  has  definitely  done  so:  a  squab  ringed 
at  Elmers  End  S.F.,  Kent,  on  June  4th  was  shot  at  Rialle,  Loire  Atlantique,  France  on 
Nov.  11th.  These  localities  are  some  300  miles  apart,  both  within  a  degree  of  the 
Greenwich  Meridian,  and  the  journey  indicated  is  without  precedent. 
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266  Collared  Dove 

Again  well  reported  from  the  rural  and  outer  suburban  parts  of  the 
London  Area,  but  still  showing  little  sign  of  increase  in  the  inner 
suburban  belt  or  any  penetration  towards  Inner  London.  Definite 
increases  were  reported  from  the  Harold  Hill  area  of  Romford  (E), 
Kensal  Green  Cemetery  (M),  and  it  continues  to  prosper  along  the 
River  Thames  from  Grays  to  Barking.  Only  two  three  figure  flocks 
were  reported  -  130  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (H)  on  Jan.  11th  and  100  at 
Claybury  (E)  on  Oct.  10th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles 
seen  flying  over  in  the  spring  and  autumn  (trd t).  Battersea  Park,  one 
on  Sept.  16th  (bm). 


267  Turtle  Dove 

Following  the  first  sighting  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  Apr.  23rd,  most  areas 
reported  their  first  birds  by  the  first  week  of  May,  with  an  influx 
during  the  last  week  of  April.  Passage  continued  well  into  May  and 
included  a  count  of  17  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  May  17th.  Good 
numbers  were  reported  during  the  breeding  season  and  several  areas 
held  high  post-breeding  concentrations  in  late  July  and  August.  A 
pair  breeding  at  Vicarage  Farm  (M)  was  the  first  confirmed  breeding 
at  the  site  and  at  least  40  pairs  were  reported  from  Essex  and  Herts. 
Small  numbers  continued  to  be  reported  well  into  September,  with 
the  last  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  the  30th. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  16th  (bm).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  May  7th  and  one  on  Oct.  2nd  (trd t).  Surrey  Docks,  one 
flying  N  on  June  1st  (dam). 

269  Ring-necked  Parakeet 

Numbers  appear  to  be  increasing  slightly,  records  were  received 
from  well  over  40  localities  during  the  year,  at  least  half  of  these  in  the 
breeding  season.  Sizeable  concentrations  now  occur  in  several  parts 
of  the  London  Area -particularly  in  S.W.  Middlesex,  Bucks.,  Surrey 
and  Kent  with  several  breeding  records  and  flocks  over  20.  In  north 
and  east  London  it  remains  very  scarce  with  no  records  from  Herts, 
and  only  one  from  Essex.  A  cf  in  Battersea  Park  on  Dec.  21st  (bm) 
was  the  first  for  Inner  London.  The  Essex  record,  counts  over  20  and 
breeding  localities  are  given. 

E  Collier  Row  at  Romford,  one  on  May  16th  (mkd). 

M  Bred  at  Little  Britain  Lake  (gmh,  rbh,  avm,  pn),  Shepperton  (fwl) 
and  Osterley  Park  (dgh).  Possibly  bred  at  a  further  five  localities. 
Roosting  flocks  included  23  at  Ravenscourt  Park  on  Oct.  23rd  (vl) 
and  29  flying  over  Staines  town  on  Aug.  14th,  possibly  the  Wraysbury 
birds  below  (gc). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  75+  at  pre-roost  gathering  on  Sept.  4th  (cdrh). 

Wraysbury  village,  27  on  Jan.  9th  and  20  on  Aug.  6th  (ed r,  mh). 
K  Possibly  bred  at  four  localities.  Hither  Green  Cemetery,  35  on  Jan. 
19th,  30  on  June  30th,  50  on  Aug.  10th,  64+  on  Nov.  12th,  and  up  to 
55  in  December.  Downham,  22  on  July  5th  was  the  only  other  double 
figure  flock  reported  (dd). 

S  South  Weylands  Farm,  near  Hersham,  three  or  four  pairs  bred,  two 
nests  were  found  in  old  Green  Woodpecker  holes  in  willows  (wri). 
Present  during  the  breeding  season  in  at  least  six  additional  localities. 
Kew  area,  up  to  13  all  year  (rbh  et al.).  Walton-on-Thames,  up  to  ten 
in  August  and  September  (jrm). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1986 


79 


271  Cuckoo 

Apart  for  an  early  bird  on  Stone  Marsh  on  Apr.  6th,  most  areas  had 
to  wait  until  the  third  week  of  April  for  their  first  birds.  There  was  a 
general  arrival  during  the  first  week  of  May,  but  some  areas  did  not 
receive  their  local  breeding  birds  until  well  into  May.  It  was  reported 
from  about  70  localities  during  the  breeding  season,  a  reduction  on 
last  year;  there  was  a  decrease  of  25%  in  the  Hainault  area  of  Essex. 
As  usual  several  sites  held  juvenile  birds  from  mid-July  onwards 
including  one  being  fed  by  Reed  Warblers  at  Harefield  Place  G.P. 
Birds  remained  well  into  September  with  passage  birds  in  at  least  ten 
localities.  The  last  was  one  at  Fairlop  on  Oct.  6th. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  June  5th  (bm).  Hyde  Park, 
one  on  May  1st  (dr/).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  19th  (trd t).  Surrey 
Docks,  one  on  May  16th  (Mrs.  S.  Moody  per  The  Guardian ). 

274  Barn  Owl 

The  slight  improvement  in  1985  was  not  maintained  this  year,  with 
only  12  records,  mainly  of  single  birds.  Only  one  pair  was  definitely 
proved  to  have  bred,  but  birds  were  present  at  one  or  two  former 
breeding  sites.  It  may  be  that  the  species  is  under-recorded,  as  in  the 
rest  of  Essex  an  intensive  survey  of  farm  buildings  has  revealed  a 
more  substantial  population  than  had  been  realised.  All  records  are 
given. 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (ab /).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  or  two  at  two 
sites  during  the  second  half  of  the  year,  possibly  two  pairs  involved 
{per  mkd,  sp).  Sewardstone,  singles  on  Mar.  26th  and  Apr.  25th  (cf, 
pr).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Oct.  4th  (rl).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one 
on  Jan.  9th  and  13th  (adll). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  May  18th  (mcrg).  Rye  Meads  S.F./ 
Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  one  from  Aug.  4th  until  the  end  of  the  year 
(rmrg,  hpm). 

M  Howletts  Lane,  Ruislip,  one  on  Oct.  6th  was  possibly  a  captive  bird 
from  Park  Lodge  Farm,  Harefield,  where  birds  are  being  reared  in 
captivity  and  released  in  the  area  (rdnhs). 

K  Present  at  two  localities,  bred  at  one,  rearing  two  young,  one  of 
which  fell  out  of  nest  and  ended  up  in  a  bird  hospital.  Both  sites  are 
rather  sensitive  to  disturbance  (ajm,  rpm,  gn,  bw t). 

S  Box  Hill,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (jrb).  Near  Kingston  Hospital,  one  on 
Nov.  29th  (emf). 


279  Little  Owl 

Numbers  of  both  breeding  pairs  and  localities  have  remained  fairly 
constant  during  the  past  four  years.  A  minimum  of  26  pairs  was 
present  during  the  breeding  season  but  nearly  50  localities  reported 
the  species  during  the  period  March  to  August,  so  the  true 
population  is  probably  much  higher.  The  majority  of  records  came, 
as  usual,  from  Essex  and  Middlesex  and  included  at  least  three  pairs 
at  South  Weald  Park.  In  the  Batlers  Green  area  of  Herts,  most  of  the 
usual  sites  were  deserted,  and  a  slight  decrease  was  noted  in  the 
Hainault/Havering  area  of  Essex.  There  were  again  no  Inner  London 
records. 

Details  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  below. 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey 

12  2  5  1  5  1  ' 


80 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  51  FOR  1986 


280  Tawny  Owl 

Reported  from  well  over  90  localities  during  the  year  and  in  at  least 
70  during  the  breeding  season,  a  similar  position  to  last  year.  A 
minimum  of  54  pairs  was  present  spread  fairly  evenly  throughout  the 
London  Area,  from  quite  rural  locations  to  inner  suburban  gardens 
and  parks.  The  majority  of  breeding  records  came  from  Essex, 
Middlesex  and  Kent,  with  six  territories  in  Osterley  Park  (M)  being 
the  maximum  reported.  In  the  Bromley  area  of  Kent,  birds  were 
found  in  at  least  15  sites  and  breeding  was  established  in  six  of  these. 
Inner  London:  single  pairs  bred  at  Camden  Square,  NW1;  Clifton 
Gardens,  W9  and  Regent’s  Park  (trd?,  dr/).  Aberdare  Gardens, 
singles  on  Jan  16th  and  17th,  Apr.  20th  and  25th  (dr).  Battersea 
Park,  singles  on  Jan.  6th,  Feb.  6th,  June  2nd  and  Nov.  18th  (bm). 
Hyde  Park,  one  calling  on  Dec.  13th  (dr/).  Swiss  Cottage,  NW3,  one 
on  Apr.  24th  (dr).  Details  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  given 
below. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  London  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey 

14  2  17  3  0  12  6 

281  Long-eared  Owl 

For  the  second  year  running  birds  were  more  widely  reported,  with  at 
least  nine  birds  during  the  first  winter  period  and  up  to  15  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  Traditional  roosts  in  Essex  and  Kent  held  up  to  three 
birds  each  at  both  ends  of  the  year  and  the  new  site  in  Middlesex  was 
again  occupied  by  roosting  birds,  particularly  early  in  the  year.  A 
widespread  influx  occurred  along  the  east  coast  in  mid-November, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  month  some  of  these  birds  had  filtered  into  the 
London  Area.  Up  to  eight  were  present  at  two  roosts  in  Essex  and 
three  at  the  main  Kent  roost,  with  smaller  numbers  elsewhere.  All 
records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  three  in  January  and  up  to  three  from  Nov.  30th  to 
the  end  of  the  year  (kb,  mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  4th 
(adll) ;  three  on  Dec.  3rd  (pf  et al. ) ,  five  on  Dec.  4th  (pjv  et  al. ) ,  four 
remaining  for  the  rest  of  the  month  (pab  ,  cw  et  al. ) .  Rainham  Marsh . 
one  on  Oct.  19th  (mkd). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  May  10th  and  11th  (gr,  cb,  pw,  rt). 
Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  or  two  from  Dec.  21st  to  31st  (gjw  et  al.). 

M  Near  Uxbridge,  two  in  January  and  February  (je,  jah,  rdnhs),  three 
on  Mar.  1st  (mgt)  and  one  on  Mar.  9th  (rbh,  avm);  at  the  end  of  the 
year  only  one  bird  was  reported,  on  Nov.  29th  (rbh). 

K  Roost  A,  at  least  three  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  this  site  is  very 
vulnerable  to  disturbance  (bw t  per  ajm).  Littlebrook,  one  on  Apr. 
18th  (ceb).  Petts  Wood,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (mjc/). 

S  Beddington  Park,  one  on  Mar  6th  had  been  present  for  two  weeks 
(gdjm).  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Nov.  21st  (jh,  rjh).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one 
on  Dec.  27th  and  29th  (wri,  jg).  Mitcham  Common,  one  on  Nov. 
28th  (mjn). 

282  Short-eared  Owl 

Up  to  31  birds  remained  in  the  London  Area  at  the  start  of  the  year, 
and  although  the  majority  were  as  usual  concentrated  at  two  sites  in 
Essex,  birds  were  widely  reported  from  all  counties.  Numbers 
remained  high  until  late  March,  when  a  slight  passage  was  evident. 
Birds  lingered  well  into  May  at  several  localities. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1986 


81 


For  the  very  first  time  in  London,  a  pair  attempted  to  breed  -  and 
were  most  probably  successful  in  rearing  one  young.  The  locality  is 
sensitive  to  disturbance  so  its  location  will  be  withheld  for  the  time 
being. 

The  first  autumn  birds  had  returned  to  Walthamstow  Res.  and 
Rainham  Marsh  by  the  end  of  September,  but  in  contrast  to  the 
Long-eared  Owl,  numbers  during  the  closing  months  of  the  year 
were  meagre,  with  only  nine  individuals  present  in  December.  Six  of 
these  were  at  Rainham  Marsh,  but  these  were  subject  to  much 
disturbance  from  falconers  and  motorcyclists.  Summarised  records 
are  given  below,  together  with  monthly  maxima. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

21 

16 

12 

9 

4 

4 

6 

6 

8 

Others 

15 

15 

11 

7 

1 

0 

3 

2 

1 

Total 

36 

31 

23 

16 

5 

4 

9 

8 

9 

E  Fishers  Green/Nazeing  Marsh,  up  to  six  from  January  until  Mar. 
16th,  three  on  Apr.  5th  and  one  found  dead  on  May  4th  (mjm,  gjw, 
adw). 

The  monthly  maxima  for  Rainham  Marsh  are  given  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
10  68433456 

One  or  two  birds  were  also  recorded  at  Barking,  Fairlop,  Hainault 
and  West  Thurrock. 

H  Park  Street,  two  in  January  and  one  on  Apr.  14th  (jht).  Panshanger 
Aerodrome,  two  on  Feb.  9th  and  one  on  Mar.  14th  (bt).  Single  birds 
were  recorded  at  Coopers  Green,  Park  Street  and  Stanstead  Abbotts 
G.P. 

M  Near  Uxbridge,  three  in  January,  four  on  Feb.  9th  (je,  rdhns),  two 
on  Feb.  21st  (cl)  and  one  on  Mar.  9th  (rbh,  avm).  Bedfont,  four  on 
Mar.  13th  (apg).  Singles  were  recorded  at  Feltham,  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
and  Staines  Res. 

B  Old  Slade,  one  on  Jan.  2nd  and  3rd  (cl). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  six  on  Feb.  8th  was  the  maximum  reported,  only 
one  was  seen  at  the  end  of  the  year  (sjg,  ajm,  dc  et  al.).  Orpington, 
one  flew  N  on  Oct.  16th  (brg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  three  on  Jan.  17th,  two  in  March  and  April,  one 
remaining  until  May  2nd;  one  on  Oct.  12th  (gdjm  et  al.)  and  another 
on  Nov.  29th  (pgws).  Hersham  G.P.,  up  to  two  from  Jan.  2nd  to 
Apr.  24th  (rbh,  rjh,  wri  et  al.).  Single  birds  were  recorded  at  Ham 
Lands  and  Wallington. 

1985  Additional  Record 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Nov.  4th  and  again  on  Nov.  24th  (res, 

DLW). 


284  Nightjar 

This  late-arriving  summer  migrant  retains  only  a  tenuous  foothold  in 
the  London  Area,  with  the  few  breeding  season  reports  confined  to 
Herts.  Here,  two  churring  birds  were  present  at  the  usual  site  and  a 
pair  summered  at  a  second  locality.  Birds  are  rarely  encountered  on 
passage,  so  the  Essex  record  -  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
London  Area  -  is  distinctly  unusual.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Orsett  Fen,  three  disturbed  at  dusk  on  Sept.  27th  (aw,  dw b). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  pairs  summered  (gjw  et  al.).  One  pair 
summered  at  a  second  site  (gjw). 
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289  Swift 

The  first  bird  was  at  Tottenham  on  Apr.  24th.  Most  areas  had  their 
first  birds  within  a  few  days,  with  the  main  arrival  occurring  from 
May  3rd  onwards.  Birds  continued  to  arrive  in  good  numbers 
throughout  May,  800  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  May  8th,  c.800  at 
Staines  Res.  on  May  17th  and  700  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  May  21st 
being  the  largest  counts.  Most  breeding  sites  were  occupied  by 
mid-May,  and  there  were  no  comments  of  any  change  in  status. 
Large  mid-summer  concentrations  were  reported  from  several  areas 
-  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  2,000  on  June  24th,  Staines  Res.,  c.  1,000  on 
June  21st,  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. ,  1 ,000  on  June  2nd  and  Rainham 
Marsh,  750  on  July  12th.  Several  smaller  flocks  were  often  seen  flying 
ahead  of  thunderstorms. 

Inner  London:  no  definite  breeding  records  were  received,  but  birds 
were  present  at  nine  localities  south  of  the  River  Thames  in  the 
Elephant  and  Castle/Vauxhall/Bermondsey  areas,  and  in  The  Ave¬ 
nue  area  of  NW6.  The  highest  counts  were,  150  over  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  on  June  4th,  up  to  200  over  Lambeth  Bridge  in 
June  and  July  and  100  over  the  River  Thames  at  Battersea  Park  on 
May  12th. 

Autumn  passage  began  in  late  July,  and  included  some  large 
concentrations  in  August,  including  1,000  over  Beddington  S.F.  on 
the  8th  and  500  over  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  17th.  Most  birds  had 
gone  by  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  September,  the  last  bird  of  the 
year  was  one  at  Walworth,  SE13  on  the  16th. 

1985  Correction 

The  bird  flying  inside  All  Saint’s  Church,  Orpington  was  on  May 
19th,  not  May  9th  as  stated. 


293  Kingfisher 

A  minimum  of  28  pairs  was  present  at  23  localities  during  the 
breeding  season,  the  vast  majority  in  Herts,  and  Middlesex.  Found  at 
a  further  63  localities  during  the  year,  mainly  before  the  severe 
weather  in  February  and  again  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  breeding 
and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Two  pairs  bred  at  Fishers  Green. 

H  Pairs  bred  or  probably  bred  at  Amwell  G.P.,  Amwell  North  G.P., 
Cheshunt  G.P.  (three  pairs),  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Pynesfield  G.P., 
Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  Stocker's  Lake  and  Tyttenhanger  G.P. 
M  Pairs  present  and  probably  breeding  at  Brent  Res.,  Broadwater 
G.P.,  Hillingdon  House  Farm  at  Uxbridge,  River  Colne  at  Denham 
Lock,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Swakeleys  Lake  at  Ickenham,  Shepperton, 
(three  or  four  sites). 

K  Probably  bred  at  two  or  three  localities. 

S  Pairs  present  at  Hogsmill  River  near  Tolworth,  Hogsmill  S.F.,  and 
Holmethorpe  S.P. 

298  Wryneck 

An  above  average  year,  following  a  blank  year  in  1985,  with  five 
records.  The  Hainault  bird  was  the  third  in  spring  at  this  site  in  recent 
years,  while  the  autumn  birds  all  occurred  between  Aug.  28th  and 
Sept.  13th. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  one  seen  and  heard  calling  on  May  5th  (mkd). 
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M  Hampton,  one  on  Aug.  29th  (pgr).  Hounslow  Heath,  one  on  Sept. 
8th  (jq). 

S  Addington,  one  on  Sept.  11th  (is,  js).  Buckland  S.P.,  one  trapped 
and  ringed  on  Aug.  28th  (id d,  jmn)  was  photographed  (see  opposite 
p.84). 


300  Green  Woodpecker 

Present  in  well  over  120  localities  during  the  year,  maintaining  the 
increase  of  the  last  five  years.  It  was  widely  reported  during  the 
breeding  season  from  at  least  100  sites,  which  may  be  due  in  part  to 
increased  coverage  by  observers  taking  part  in  the  LNHS  Woodland 
Survey.  Numbers  appear  to  be  increasing  in  the  South  Hornchurch 
and  Belhus  Woods  area  of  Essex,  and  at  least  12  territories  were 
reported  on  Wimbledon  Common  (ten  in  1985).  One  at  Rainham 
Marsh  in  August  was  unusual  for  the  area,  but  reflects  the  increase 
noted  at  Thames-side  localities  in  recent  years.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (trdJ).  Kensal  Green  Cemetery, 
one  from  Sept.  5th  to  Oct.  17th,  crossed  into  Inner  London  on  three 
occasions  (cjc). 


302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Again  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  areas  reporting  this 
species,  with  nearly  200  sites  during  the  year.  Present  in  over  130 
localities  during  the  breeding  season  (60  in  1983),  and  again  this 
reflects  the  greater  observer  coverage  of  normally  less  well  watched 
areas  during  the  Woodland  Survey.  It  remains  the  most  widespread 
and  numerous  woodpecker  in  the  London  Area,  the  majority  of 
records  coming  from  Middlesex  and  Surrey.  In  some  areas  it  can  be 
common  -  25  pairs  on  Wimbledon  Common  for  example ,  and  in  most 
areas  it  outnumbers  the  Green  Woodpecker.  Wandering  birds  were 
again  seen  on  the  Thames  marshes  east  of  London,  with  birds  at 
Rainham  Marsh  and  Dartford  Marsh  in  January  and  September,  and 
at  Thamesmead  in  November  and  December.  Single  birds  were  also 
reported  from  several  garden  bird-tables  during  the  severe  weather 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles 
on  several  dates  through  the  year,  but  two  including  a  juvenile  on 
Sept.  4th  (bm).  Holland  Park,  a  $  on  June  12th  (rsh).  Hyde  Park, 
one  on  Aug.  6th  (dr/).  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  probably  bred,  two 
juveniles  seen  in  August  (trd t).  The  Avenue,  NW6,  singles  on  Oct. 
8th  and  Nov.  11th  (cjc). 


303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

The  improvement  noted  in  last  year’s  report  was  maintained  this  year 
with  at  least  122  localities  reporting  the  species.  Most  of  the  90 
breeding  localities  were  in  Herts.,  Middlesex  and  Surrey,  but  it 
remains  rather  under-recorded  in  most  of  Metropolitan  Essex. 
Numbers  are  usually  lower  than  the  other  two  woodpecker  species, 
and  reports  of  declining  populations  came  from  Queen  Mary  G.P. 
and  the  Shepperton  area  of  Middlesex.  The  highest  number  at  any 
one  locality  was  six  territories  on  Wimbledon  Common.  Single  birds 
at  West  Thurrock  on  Feb.  28th  and  Fairlop  in  the  early  parts  of  the 
year  were  well  away  from  known  breeding  localities.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  in  spring  and  autumn  (trd t). 
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Details  of  localities  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  below. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  London  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey 

7  20  22  0  0  16  25 

310  Woodlark 

E  Sewardstone,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (pRy). 

An  unusually  late  spring  record  and  the  first  in  April  since  1979. 


Forty  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1946. 


Wood-Lark 

The  Wood-Lark  continued  to  spread  as  a  breeding  bird  in  the  Area  and  there  was  definite 
evidence  of  11  pairs  nesting  out  of  the  17-18  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season. 


311  Skylark 

Several  localities  recorded  three  figure  flocks  during  January,  but 
most  of  these  were  eclipsed  by  hard  weather  influxes  at  the  onset  of 
severe  weather  in  February  and  early  March.  During  the  first  week  of 
February  large  numbers  were  reported  from  all  parts  of  the  London 
Area,  including  several  flocks  flying  straight  through  heading  SW, 
460  over  Ham  Lands  (S)  in  90  minutes  on  Feb.  6th  being  the  largest 
single  movement.  By  far  the  largest  feeding  flock  was  750  at  Fairlop 
for  most  of  February  with  600  still  present  in  early  March.  Smaller 
numbers  were  seen  at  Waltham  Abbey  (200),  Rainham  Marsh  (250), 
Bell  Lane  Fields  (300),  Hayes  (359),  Osterley  Park  (c.300),  Bromley 
Common  (c.350),  Dartford  Marsh  (200),  Pratts  Bottom  (250), 
Beddington  S.F.  (500+)  and  Kew  Gardens  (430)  -  most  of  these 
flocks  were  seen  between  Feb.  6th  and  9th  following  heavy  overnight 
snow  falls  on  the  night  of  Feb.  5th.  Again  there  were  few  breeding 
season  reports,  but  at  least  116  territories  were  present  on  Rainham 
Marsh  during  a  special  Common  Birds  Census  for  the  Nature 
Conservancy  Council.  Only  one  pair  was  found  on  Wimbledon 
Common  (two  in  1985),  and  only  12  singing  males  were  reported 
from  Osterley  Park  (15  in  1985).  Autumn  passage  began  slightly 
earlier  than  usual  with  small  numbers  moving  W  or  SW  from 
mid-September  until  late  November.  Wintering  numbers  at  the  end 
of  the  year  remained  low,  with  only  five  flocks  of  100  or  more.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Feb.  6th  (bm).  The  Avenue,  NW6, 
12  flew  E  on  Feb.  6th,  singles  on  Mar.  3rd  and  18th  (cjc).  Portland 
Place,  Wl,  c.40  flying  S  on  Feb.  6th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  30  on  Feb. 
6th,  with  smaller  numbers  in  the  first  three  months  and  again  in  the 
last  four  months  of  the  year  (trd^.  Surrey  Docks,  three  pairs,  one 
pair  feeding  young  on  July  24th  (dam). 

313  Sand  Martin 

A  single  bird  at  Broadwater  G.P.  and  two  at  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P. 
on  Mar.  22nd  were  the  first  arrivals,  but  most  areas  had  their  first 
birds  during  the  next  week.  A  general  arrival  occurred  in  the  first  half 
of  April  with  an  improvement  in  numbers  noted  at  several  sites.  Peak 
counts  at  this  time  included  500  at  Broadwater  G.P.  on  Apr.  27th  and 


above:  Waxwing  at  Bexley,  March  1986. 
(Photo:  G.  M.  Haig). 

below  Wryneck  at  Buckland  S.P.,  August  1986 
(Photo:  I.  Dodd). 
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100  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  May  5th.  At  least  743  occupied  holes 
were  reported  (c.400  in  1985),  details  are  given  below.  Many  sites  are 
under  threat,  both  from  continued  excavation  and  disturbance 
(particularly  by  motorcycle  scramblers),  and  all  colonies  should  be 
carefully  monitored. 

Autumn  passage  was  well  underway  in  early  August  and  included 
large  numbers  at  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  where  counts  peaked  at  1 ,000  on 
Aug.  4th  and  c.  2,000  on  Aug.  26th,  with  several  smaller  counts  of 
500-F  on  other  days.  Many  areas  recorded  counts  of  200+  during 
August  and  early  September,  including  350  at  Shepperton  on  Aug. 
3rd  and  500  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Sept.  1st.  Smaller  numbers 
continued  to  move  through  the  London  Area  until  mid-September, 
but  very  few  remained  into  October.  The  last  birds  were  three  over 
Berwick  Ponds  on  Oct.  11th. 

Summarised  breeding  numbers,  together  with  Inner  London  records 
are  given  below. 

E  Belhus  Park  G.P.,  100  occupied  holes.  Corbets  Tey,  three  holes. 
Fishers  Green,  240  occupied  holes.  Rainham  G.P.,  three  holes. 
South  Stifford,  40  holes  at  one  site  and  30+  at  a  new  site. 
Walthamstow  Res.,  25  occupied  holes.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  25 
occupied  holes. 

H  Broxbournebury,  30  occupied  holes.  Colney  Park,  25  occupied 
holes.  Foxholes,  Hertford,  51  occupied  holes.  Rye  House  Power 
Station,  65  holes. 

M  Bell  Wharf,  Harefield,  nine  pairs  bred  in  drainage  pipes  (three  in 
1985)  but  this  site  is  being  redeveloped.  Tottenham  Lock,  one  pair  in 
a  drainage  hole.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug.  31st  and 
two  on  Sept.  4th  (trd t). 

S  Field  Common,  40+  pairs  in  a  gravel  pit  under  threat.  Hogsmill  S.F. , 
three  pairs  bred,  low  numbers  at  this  site.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  30-40 
pairs  present.  Kingston,  one  pair  bred.  Walton  G.P.,  17  nest  holes. 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Sept.  4th  (bm). 


314  Swallow 

Most  birds  were  rather  late  in  arriving  this  year,  although  there  were 
three  at  Hampton  on  Mar.  23rd.  Birds  were  not  seen  in  most 
localities  until  mid-month  and  few  large  flocks  were  reported  -  200  at 
Amwell  on  Apr.  27th  being  the  largest  number  seen.  The  few 
comments  on  breeding  status  all  referred  to  a  decline  in  numbers 
including  a  decrease  in  nesting  pairs  at  North  Ockendon  (E)  and 
another  late  spring  for  the  species  at  Osterley  Park  (M).  An  unusual 
record  concerns  a  pair  nesting  under  the  gang  plank  of  a  launch  on 
the  River  Thames  at  Teddington. 

Autumn  passage  began  in  August,  but  apart  from  500  at  Amwell 
G.P.  on  Sept.  9th  and  325  at  Kensal  Green  Cemetery  on  Sept.  6th, 
numbers  were  unimpressive.  Small  numbers  remained  well  into 
October  with  lingering  birds  at  several  sites  in  the  last  week  of  the 
month.  There  were  three  early  November  records  -  singles  at  North 
Ockendon  and  Purfleet  on  the  1st  and  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  on  the 
2nd. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  May  11th.  Lambeth  Palace, 
two  on  June  9th.  Hyde  Park,  two  on  May  1st  and  five  on  Apr.  26th. 
Regent’s  Park,  six  on  Apr.  21st,  one  on  June  5th  and  12  on  Oct.  2nd. 
The  Avenue,  NW6,  singles  on  May  14th,  Sept.  5th  and  Oct.  13th. 
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316  House  Martin 

One  at  Sipson  (M)  on  Mar.  24th  was  the  first  for  the  year,  and  was 
followed  by  others  at  several  sites  in  the  first  week  of  April.  The  main 
influx  did  not  occur  until  late  in  the  month,  and  apart  from  100  at 
Fishers  Green  on  Apr.  27th  and  200  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  17th  few 
concentrations  of  any  size  were  reported.  A  mid-summer  flock  of  300 
over  King  George  VI  Res.  on  June  29th  is  of  note.  There  was  no 
indication  of  any  significant  change  in  breeding  numbers,  apart  from 
a  slight  increase  in  the  Romford  area.  More  pairs  than  usual  were 
found  breeding  under  jetties  at  West  Thurrock,  and  it  had  a  good 
breeding  season  in  the  Shepperton  area. 

Return  passage  commenced  in  early  August  and  included  some 
impressive  movements.  Counts  of  400  or  more  were  reported  from 
several  localities  but  these  were  eclipsed  by  2,000  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.  on  Aug.  25th  with  1,500  still  present  on  Aug.  30th,  2,000  at 
Staines  Res.  on  Sept.  14th,  1,200  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Sept.  15th  and 
finally  1,000  still  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  17th.  As  with  the 
Swallow,  birds  lingered  well  into  November,  with  the  last  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  Dec.  5th.  A  leucistic  bird  was  present  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  13th  (igj). 

Inner  London:  A  minimum  of  69  nests  was  reported,  including  14  at 
Comeragh  Road,  W14,  and  15  at  Rowcross  Street,  Walworth.  Most 
were  in  the  south  or  west,  and  a  colony  at  Kings  Cross  (Great 
Northern  Hotel)  was  the  only  one  in  the  northern  part  of  Inner 
London.  Otherwise  up  to  50  were  seen  over  Central  London  on 
several  dates  throughout  the  summer. 

317  Richard’s  Pipit 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  26th  in  long  vegetation  by  the  causeway 
(dgh,  rjj  et  a/.). 

Even  by  national  standards  this  was  an  exceptionally  early  record. 
The  seventh  London  record,  but  only  the  third  (four  birds)  in 
autumn,  the  remaining  records  were  all  in  April.  Despite  the 
proximity  of  the  much  used  public  footpath  across  Staines  Res.,  this 
bird  proved  extremely  difficult  to  see,  but  its  loud  and  distinctive  calls 
easily  betrayed  its  presence  when  it  flew. 

320  Tree  Pipit 

The  number  of  singing  males  recorded  fell  from  86  at  30  sites  to  72  at 
28  sites.  The  species  was  recorded  in  several  other  woodlands  and  the 
true  population  may  well  be  higher. 

The  first  two  birds  in  spring  were  recorded  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on 
Apr.  8th.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  the  same  locality  on  Oct. 
5tn. 

The  summary  below  shows  the  breeding  season  distribution  with 
singing  males  in  brackets. 

E  Belhus  Park  (1).  Brentwood  (3).  Childerditch  Common  (1).  Dagnam 
Park  (5).  Epping  Forest  (12).  Hainault  Forest  (5).  North  Weald  (1). 
Thomdon  Park  (1).  Warley  (1).  Weald  Park  (4). 

H  Balls  Wood  (1).  Bencroft  Wood  (1).  Broxbourne  Woods  (3). 
Cangsley  Grove  (2).  Mymmshall  Woods  (1).  Northaw  Great  Wood 
(4).  Potterscrouch  (2).  Symondshyde  (3). 

M  Copse  Wood,  Ruislip  (1).  Ruislip  Common  (1). 
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B  Black  Park  (3). 

K  Hollows  Wood  (2).  Red  Grove,  Sevenoaks  (1). 

S  Ashstead  Common  (1).  Headley  Heath  (1).  Walton  Heath  (1), 
Wimbledon  Common  (7). 


322  Meadow  Pipit 

Essex  again  provided  the  highest  number  of  breeding  season  records, 
the  majority  coming  from  the  Thames  marshes  between  Barking  and 
Grays. 

The  species  was  widely  reported  on  passage  and  in  winter  including 
Inner  London.  The  largest  flocks  reported  were  c.200  at  Kempton 
Park  on  Apr.  4th,  c.200  at  Rainham  in  September  and  200+  at 
Beddington  in  December. 

The  breeding  season  distribution  is  summarised  below. 

E  Fairlop,  two  pairs  (mkd).  Thames  Marshes  and  flood  plain  between 
Barking,  Grays  and  inland  to  Berwick  Ponds,  114  pairs  (mkd). 

H  Bowyers  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (adw).  Present  on  single  dates  in  the 
breeding  season  at  Amwell  G.P.,  Bell  Lane  G.P.,  Hertford  Meads 
(probably  bred),  Radlett  Aerodrome  and  Tyttenhanger  G.P. 

M  Lower  Feltham,  one  pair  (pn).  Shepperton,  two  sites,  one  pair  and 
six  pairs  (sbr).  Staines  Moor,  many  singing  cf  cf  as  usual  (pn).  Also 
present  in  breeding  season  at  Wormwood  Scrubs. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c.30  pairs  (dd).  Stone  Marsh,  six  pairs  (drg). 

Thamesmead,  one  singing  cf  on  Apr.  4th  (pjs). 

S  Colley  Hill,  one  pair  with  three  young  on  July  27th,  a  second  pair 
nearby  (gwjh).  Mitcham  Common,  two  pairs  probably  bred  (mjc, 
mjn).  Riddlesdown  Common,  one  adult  with  a  juvenile  on  July  12th 
(cjb,  npb).  Wimbledon  Common,  two  pairs  bred,  a  decline  from  11 
pairs  in  1985.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  cf  singing  in  suitable 
breeding  habitat  on  July  24th  -  ‘no  doubt  bred’  (dam). 

324a  Rock  Pipit 

The  majority  of  records  were  along  the  River  Thames  in  winter. 
Apart  from  this  there  was  a  small  passage  in  spring  and  autumn. 

All  records  are  given,  but  summarised  for  principal  localities. 

E  Small  numbers  wintered  between  Rainham  and  Tilbury  with  maxima 
of  14  at  Rainham  on  Feb.  15th  and  six  in  December.  All  other  records 
were  in  the  Lea  Valley.  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Feb.  10th, 
14th,  Mar.  14th  and  Oct.  15th  and  31st  with  four  on  Oct.  14th.  King 
George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  11th,  Sept.  28th,  Oct.  12th,  13th  and 
26th  and  Nov.  2nd  with  two  on  Oct.  6th  and  five  on  the  7th.  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  8th  and  Oct.  26th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Apr.  12th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  1st.  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  flew  over  on 
Oct.  5th.  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  5th 
B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  23rd,  three  on  the  26th,  one  on 
Mar.  19th,  two  on  Oct.  5th  and  26th. 

K  All  records  were  from  along  the  River  Thames.  Dartford  Marsh,  six 
in  February  and  March  and  two  on  Oct.  16th.  Swanscombe  Marsh, 
four  in  January  and  three  in  December.  Thamesmead,  one  on  Mar. 
26th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  30th  was  the  only  spring  record; 
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between  one  and  three  from  Oct.  1st  to  25th.  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  on 
Oct.  18th. 

1985  Additional  Record 
M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  18th. 

324b  Water  Pipit 

Following  the  British  Ornithologists  Union  decision  ( British  Birds 
80:36)  to  split  Rock  Pipit  into  three  separate  species  (Rock  Pipit, 
Water  Pipit  and  American  Pipit)  this  species  now  appears  in  this 
report  for  the  first  time  under  full  species  status. 

The  fortunes  of  this  pipit  still  remain  at  very  much  of  a  low  ebb  in 
London. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  6th,  11th,  12th  and  18th  (cf,  pjv, 
gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from  Feb.  22nd  to  Apr.  6th,  one  on  Apr. 
11th  and  a  different  bird  on  Apr.  19th  (mkd,  jmh).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  on  Feb.  8th  and  9th  (jf,  pf). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  singles  on  Jan.  1st  (cl),  Feb.  5th  (igj),  Feb.  16th 
(je),  Feb.  22nd  (cl),  Mar.  3rd  (trd)  and  Mar.  23rd  (rwbm). 
Stocker’s  Farm,  two  on  Feb.  8th  (rdnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  in 
summer  plumage  from  Mar.  27th  to  Apr.  3rd  (mgt  et  al.). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  12th  (rb^).  Springwell  W.C.B.,  two  on  Feb. 

23rd  (rdnhs),  and  one  on  Mar.  18th  (je). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Jan.  15th  (jt). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  4th  and  one  on  Nov.  14th  (gdjm). 
Buckland  S.P.,  two  on  Apr.  17th  (md,  jmn).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one 
on  Apr.  17th  (ml). 

325  Yellow  Wagtail 

The  first  spring  migrants  were  seen  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Mar.  31st, 
Sewardstone  and  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  6th  and  Beddington  S.F.  on 
Apr.  8th.  About  100  pairs  were  reported  which  represents  a  25% 
reduction  on  last  year  but  the  total  may  be  higher.  The  last  bird  of  the 
autumn  was  on  Oct.  6th  at  Queen  Mother  Res. 

Breeding  season  records  are  summarised  below,  with  passage 
concentrations  and  records  of  races  other  than  M.f.flavissima. 

E  A  total  of  70  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  with  the  main 
concentrations  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  the  Thames  Marshes.  This  is  a 
25%  reduction  compared  to  1985.  The  largest  counts  were  30  at  King 
George  V  Res.  on  Apr.  24th  and  80  at  the  same  site  on  Sept.  21st. 
Blue-headed  race  (flava)  were  reported  from:  King  George  V  Res. 
from  Apr.  21st  to  26th,  Netherhall  G.P.  on  Apr.  25th,  Rainham 
Marsh  on  May  13th  and  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  Apr.  24th  in  spring  and 
Rainham  Marsh  on  Sept.  27th  in  autumn. 

H  In  the  breeding  season  present  at  the  following  sites.  Amwell  G.P., 
bred.  Bell  Lane  G.P.  Cole  Green,  bred.  Coopers  Green.  Colney 
Heath,  Mill  Green.  Old  Parkbury.  Rye  Meads  S.F.  Stanstead 
Abbotts  G.P.,  bred.  Symondshyde  Farm,  bred.  Tyttenhanger  G.P., 
bred.  At  Stocker’s  Lake  passage  in  spring  was  described  as  very  poor. 
The  largest  autumn  gathering  was  60  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Aug.  8th. 
A  cf  of  the  Blue-headed  race  {flava )  was  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  on 
Apr.  26th  and  27th. 

M  Breeding  season  records  were  as  follows:  Osterley  Park,  present. 
Parkside  Farm,  Enfield,  cf  singing.  Ponders  End  Lake,  three  pairs 
bred.  Shepperton,  bred  at  two  sites.  Sipson/Harmondsworth,  pre- 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1986 


89 


sent.  Tottenham  Marsh,  present.  There  were  no  spring  counts  over 
ten,  the  largest  autumn  counts  were  78  at  Staines  Res.  on  Sept.  6th 
and  75+  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Sept.  14th.  A  $  of  the 
Blue-headed  race  (flava )  was  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  Apr.  30th  and 
May  2nd.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  three  on  May  9th  (dr/). 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  and  one  on  Sept.  18th  (trd/). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  31  on  May  2nd. 

K  Breeding  season  records  were  as  follows:  Crayford  Marsh,  one  pair 
with  young.  Crossness,  pair  present.  Hartford  Marsh,  several  pairs 
bred.  Stone  Marsh,  present.  A  cf  of  the  Blue-headed  race  (flava)  was 
at  Dartford  Marsh  on  May  24th. 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  three  or  four  pairs  bred.  Highest  counts:  32  at  Barn 
Elms  Res.  on  Sept.  18th.  Males  of  the  Blue-headed  race  were  at  Barn 
Elms  Res.  on  May  1st  and  12th.  A  cf  with  characteristics  of  the 
Grey-headed  race  (thunbergi)  was  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  May  6th 
(gdjm).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair,  possibly  more,  in  an 
area  being  redeveloped  (dam,  jjw). 

327  Grey  Wagtail 

In  the  breeding  season  30  to  40  pairs  were  thought  to  have  bred  or 
been  present.  The  large  reduction  from  the  results  of  the  LNHS 
survey  in  1979-81  may  to  some  extent  be  due  to  less  coverage, 
although  more  information  is  required.  The  breeding  season  records 
and  maximum  counts  are  given. 

E  Pairs  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Chingford,  Harlow, 
Tottenham  Lock,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Walthamstow  Res.  (two 
pairs  present,  one  of  which  bred).  Maximum  counts  were  seven  in 
November  at  Walthamstow  Res.  and  six  at  Rainham  in  September. 

H  A  bird  carrying  food  in  June  at  Stocker’s  Lake  was  the  only  indication 
of  breeding,  although  present  at  one  other  site.  Rye  Meads  S.F.  held 
a  maximum  of  six  in  January  and  December. 

M  Pairs  bred  or  were  present  at  the  following  sites:  Alexandra  Park, 
Broadwater  G.P.,  Golders  Hill  Park,  Grovelands  Park,  Hounsden 
Gutter,  N21,  Rammey  Marsh  and  Springwell  W.C.B.  Birds  were 
recorded  from  at  least  six  other  sites  during  the  breeding  season  and 
undoubtedly  some  were  breeding.  Inner  London:  probably  nested  by 
the  Regent’s  Canal.  Outside  the  breeding  season  widespread  in  ones 
and  twos,  including  Inner  London.  There  was  one  count  of  four 
flying  E  at  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  on  Oct.  7th. 

B  A  pair  bred  at  Wraysbury  Mill .  Apart  from  this  the  highest  count  was 
four  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  Jan.  17th. 

K  Pairs  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows 
and  Ruxley  G.P.  Birds  were  also  recorded  at  three  other  sites. 
Outside  the  breeding  season  the  maximum  count  was  three  at 
Dartford  Marsh  on  Sept.  29th  and  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  from 
October  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

S  Bred  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Beverley  Brook/Wimbledon  Common 
(probably  two  pairs),  Hogsmill  S.F.,  River  Wandle  (7  territories). 
Present  at  a  further  three  sites.  Outside  the  breeding  season  the 
highest  counts  were  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  (6)  and  Beddington  S.F.  (5). 
Inner  London:  a  pair  at  Chelsea  Reach,  Battersea  in  April. 

328a  Pied  Wagtail 

Numerous  and  widespread  as  a  winter  visitor  and  breeding  bird. 
Only  one  breeding  record  from  Inner  London,  although  this 
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probably  does  not  reflect  its  true  status  in  the  heart  of  the  metropolis. 
Large  counts  and  roosts  are  included  in  the  summary. 

E  A  40%  decrease  reported  from  Hainault  and  Rainham. 

H  Mill  Green,  72  on  Jan.  12th  and  89  on  Dec.  20th.  Rye  Meads  S.F., 
109  on  Jan.  4th  and  123  on  Dec.  20th.  A  roost  of  up  to  47  at  Watford 
F.C.  during  matches  in  December. 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  c.150  in  December.  Inner  London:  reported  from 
six  localities  in  the  breeding  season  but  no  confirmed  breeding. 
Paddington  Station,  a  roost  of  up  to  c.400  in  February  and  March. 
Upper  Thames  Street,  at  least  200  roosting  in  trees  on  Nov.  28th  and 
Dec.  1st.  Cannon  Street  Station,  100+  roosting  on  Oct.  24th. 

K  Dunton  Green  roost,  150  on  Nov.  9th.  Orpington  Civic  Hall  roost, 
160  on  Feb.  10th. 

S  Redhill,  a  roost  of  up  to  200  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  and  400  in 
December.  Richmond,  a  roost  of  up  to  140  in  December.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  a  pair  bred  (bm). 

328b  White  Wagtail 

A  good  spring  passage  from  Mar.  22nd  to  May  24th,  at  28  sites.  At 
least  69  birds  were  involved,  but  there  may  have  been  as  many  as  100. 
There  were  two  autumn  records. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  singles  on  Mar.  23rd  and  Apr.  10th  (mkd).  Fishers 
Green,  singles  on  Apr.  4th  and  10th  (adw,  gjw).  Hainault,  two  on 
Mar.  30th  (mkd).  King  George  V  Res.,  recorded  from  Apr.  6th  to 
May  2nd,  with  eight  on  Apr.  20th  and  27th  (pjv,  gjw,  cf).  Rainham 
Marsh,  singles  on  Mar.  22nd  and  29th  and  two  on  Apr.  6th  (mkd). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  4th  and  20th  (pl)  and  two  on 
Apr.  19th  (psaa).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (ab/). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (gjw).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  singles  on 
Apr.  1st  and  10th  (adw).  North  Mymms  Park,  one  on  Apr.  20th 
(spe).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  from  Mar.  28th  to  31st  (hb,  je,  cl). 
Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P. ,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (hpm).  Tyttenhanger  G.P. , 
one  on  Apr.  27th  (spe). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Apr.  5th  (nb).  Broadwater  G.P.,  three  on 
Apr.  19th  (cl)  and  one  on  May  12th  (trd).  King  George  VI  Res., 
two  on  Apr.  26th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (rjs),  one  on 
Apr.  12th,  two  on  Apr.  15th  and  19th  and  one  on  Apr.  29th  (gmh, 
mh,  pn,  mp).  Wood  Green  Res. ,  singles  on  Apr.  5th  (apbr),  and  May 
15th  (nb).  Wraysbury  Res.,  four,  three  adults  and  one  juvenile  on 
Oct.  3rd  (cdrh).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  five  on  Apr.  17th, 
one  staying  all  day  (TRDf). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  two  on  May  6th  (cl).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on 
Apr.  14th  (jsa). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  31st  (dd),  and  one  on  June  18th  (ceb). 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  May  24th  (jt). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  passage  from  Apr.  1st  to  May  18th ,  with  a  maximum 
of  five  on  Apr.  15th  (nps,  rbh,  jppw  etal.)\  an  adult  cf  from  Sept.  5th 
to  8th  (rbh,  jppw).  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Apr.  8th,  23rd,  May 
7th  and  12th  (gdjm,  jah/).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  four  on  Apr.  11th 
(dv).  Walton  Res.  one  on  Apr.  14th  (sjs).  Inner  London:  one  at 
Battersea  Park  on  Apr.  11th  (bm). 

329  Wax  wing 

E  Romford,  one  from  Feb.  10th  to  17th  (wc  et  al.). 

K  Bexley,  one  from  Mar.  7th  to  12th  (gcn  et  al.). 
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These  were  the  first  records  in  London  since  1982,  when  there  were 
several  records  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  Bexley  individual 
was  a  particularly  well  watched  bird.  Additional  to  these  two  records 
was  a  report  of  eight  together  in  a  garden  in  Beckenham  from  Feb. 
10th  to  13th,  this  as  yet  remains  unsubstantiated.  (See  photograph 
opposite  p.  84). 


331  Wren 

Opinion  varies  as  to  the  status  of  this  widespread  species.  Overall  the 
very  cold  February  appears  to  have  caused  a  reduction  in  the 
numbers  from  last  year. 

E  Reported  to  have  decreased  in  Buibham  Fen  and  South  Ockenden, 
but  unchanged  at  Rainham.  An  interesting  occurrence  of  ten 
roosting  in  a  House  Martin’s  nest,  with  others  in  a  second  nest  at 
Sewardstone  during  February. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  25  singing  (JO*  recorded  in  a  breeding  survey. 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  11  pairs  bred.  Osterley  Park,  population 
crashed  to  three  pairs  (from  12)  on  census  plot  following  the 
prolonged  cold  spell  in  February,  only  five  other  territories  in  the  rest 
of  the  park.  Wormwood  Scrubs,  12  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  in  the 
Royal  Parks  present  during  the  breeding  season  in  Hyde  Park, 
Kensington  Gardens,  Regent’s  Park  and  St.  James’s  Park.  Holland 
Park,  bred.  Lambeth  Palace  Gardens,  one  singing.  Lambeth  Road, 
one  singing.  Manor  School,  a  pair  bred. 

K  Dartford  Heath,  numbers  decreased  after  severe  weather.  Oxleas 
Wood,  43  pairs  on  Common  Birds  Census  plot,  90%  of  the  1985 
figure. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  43  territories  in  Common  Birds  Census  area. 
Headley  Heath,  nine  singing,  a  large  reduction  from  the  previous 
year. 


333  Dunnock 

A  widely  distributed,  but  little  recorded  species.  The  summary  below 
is  therefore  merely  a  very  small  indication  of  its  true  status. 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  a  minimum  of  six  pairs  bred.  Osterley  Park, 
six  pairs  in  census  plot,  the  same  as  in  1985.  Wormwood  Scrubs,  four 
or  five  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Camley  Street  Nature  Park,  one  or 
two  pairs  bred.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  ten  on  May  9th. 
Regent’s  Park,  16  singing  cfcf  on  Mar.  5th.  St.  James’s  Park, 
maximum  four  singing.  Widespread  in  ones  or  twos  in  squares  and 
gardens. 

K  Elmers  End  S.F. ,  maximum  34  on  Oct.  5th.  Oxleas  Wood,  nine  pairs 
on  Common  Birds  Census  plot,  the  same  as  1985. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  25  on  Mar.  7th  and  16+  juveniles  on 
June  6th. 


336  Robin 

Records  for  this  species  were  few,  and  long  term  changes  in  status 
would  be  difficult  to  detect.  More  records  from  regularly  recorded 
sites  for  this  and  other  familiar  species  are  required  if  this  report  is  to 
adequately  reflect  their  true  status 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  ten  pairs  bred.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  at  least  seven  pairs 
bred. 
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M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  seven  pairs  bred.  Osterley  Park,  13  pairs  on 
census  plot  (16  in  1985).  Wormwood  Scrubs,  four  pairs  bred.  Inner 
London:  recorded  from  most  London  parks. 

K  Oxleas  Wood,  70  pairs  on  Common  Birds  Census  plot,  an  increase  of 
46%  compared  to  1985.  Scadbury  Park,  54  on  Oct.  14th. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  26  territories  in  Common  Birds  Census  area. 
Headley  Heath,  30  singing  on  June  14th  (42  in  May  1985).  Kew 
Gardens,  the  highest  count  was  25  on  Sept.  30th. 

338  Nightingale 

A  decrease  in  records  with  a  maximum  of  23  singing  birds  on 
territory,  compared  with  32  in  1985.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Epping  Forest,  three  or  four  singing  (pt  et  al.)  .  Hainault  Forest,  six 
pairs  present  (mkd). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  pair  probably  bred  (gjw,  adw).  Northaw  Great 
Wood,  one  singing  on  May  10th  (ao). 

M  Kenwood,  one  singing  on  Apr.  25th  (mb«). 

K  Dartford  Heath,  one  singing  in  May,  may  have  bred  (ajm).  Stone 
Marsh,  one  singing  on  June  1st  (drg). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  two  singing  on  May  22nd,  28th  and  29th  (rhk), 
and  one  on  June  4th  (wri).  Ashtead  Woods,  one  singing  on  May  30th 
(res).  Bookham  Common,  three  singing  on  May  2nd  (esb),  four  on 
May  9th  and  19th  and  one  on  May  25th  (raf).  Royal  Russell  School, 
Croydon,  one  singing  on  May  1st,  when  it  was  ringed,  and  on  May 
22nd  and  24th  and  June  7th  (jGf). 

1985  Additional  Records 

K  Dartford  Heath,  one  pair  probably  bred  (ajm). 

S  Epsom  Common,  two  singing  on  May  12th  (sBy). 

Twenty-five  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1961. 

Nightingale 

Two  careful  surveys  of  Broxbourne  Woods,  Herts,  and  the  southern  part  of  Epping 
Forest,  Essex,  produced  breeding  season  counts  of  over  100  and  29  cocks  respectively. 


342  Black  Redstart 

Winter  records  were  reported  from  Barn  Elms  Res.  (Januarv, 
November  and  December),  Belverdere  Power  Station  (November"), 
Camley  Street  (January),  Croydon  (February),  King  George  V  Res. 
(February  and  December),  Staines  Res.  (January  to  March  and  from 
November  to  December)  and  Wm.  Girling  Res.  (December). 

Spring  passage  was  recorded  from  Mar.  17th  at  21  sites.  In  the 
autumn,  passage  was  from  Sept.  18th  with  most  records  between 
Oct.  10th  and  25th.  Ten  localities  were  involved,  with  four  at 
Walthamstow  on  Oct.  16th  (ab /).  Compared  to  last  year  the  total 
number  of  records  during  the  breeding  season  was  little  changed, 
however  there  were  fewer  proven  breeding  records.  In  addition  to 
those  given  below  single  birds  were  recorded  from  nine  additional 
sites,  bm  states  that  he  recorded  18  pairs  breeding  in  Inner  London 
and  Wandsworth  (partly  in  Inner  London),  and  this  may  represent 
several  additional  pairs. 
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Once  again  there  was  no  access  to  Beckton  Gas  Works. 


Pairs 

proved 

breeding 

Other 

pairs 

present 

Additional 

singing 

males  Observers 

Beckton  Gas  Works 

? 

(no  access) 

Stratford 

1 

DMHy 

West  Thurrock 

4 

MKD 

Acton  Lane  Power  Station 

1 

pjcr 

Brimsdown 

2 

JF 

Chelsea  Wharf  Power  Station 

1 

CDRH 

Fulham  Gas  Works 

2 

IM 

Tottenham 

1 

1 

JF,  ADL 

Inner  London: 

Battle  Bridge  Basin 

1 

JJE 

Bishopsgate 

Charterhouse  Street 

1 

PR 

1 

RB 

Kings  Cross  Station 

1 

PV 

Old  Broad  Street 

1 

CS 

Royal  Mint 

1 

DAM 

Wapping  Lane 

1 

DAM 

York  Way/Goods  Way 

1 

AJM 

Littlebrook  Power  Station 

2 

AJM,  DRG 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

1 

rbh  et  al. 

Wandsworth 

1 

ag  et  al. 

Inner  London: 

Bankside 

1 

DAB,  DJM 

Battersea 

1 

AB 

Kirtling  Street,  SW8 

1  +2f 

BM 

Park  Street 

1 

CS 

Surrey  Docks 

1 

DAM 

Waterloo 

1 

IC 

Totals 

5 

3 

23 

343  Redstart 

There  was  no  evidence  of  breeding  this  year,  although  one  bird  was 
present  in  Epping  Forest  during  May.  A  sad  decline  from  the  1963 
position  of  up  to  59  pairs,  as  yet  there  is  no  sign  of  recovery  from  the 
crash;  the  last  instance  of  proved  breeding  in  London  was  in  1980. 
Records  of  the  spring  and  autumn  passages  are  summarised  below. 
The  first  of  the  year  was  at  Kempton  Park  Res.  (M)  on  Apr.  9th  and 
the  last  on  the  late  date  of  Oct.  31st  at  Shortlands  (K). 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Apr.  21st  and  22nd,  and  two  from  Sept.  4th  to 
18th  (cj).  Epping  Forest,  a  cf  present  on  several  dates  in  May  (mkd, 
cf).  Singles  were  present  at  Thorndon  Park  on  Sept.  18th  (rl), 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  Apr.  25th  and  Sept.  21st  (adll)  and  West 
Thurrock  on  May  13th  (gmh). 

H  Singles  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  Apr.  27th  (twg),  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on 
Aug.  31st  (gjw),  Rye  House  Marsh  on  Sept.  25th  (gjw)  and 
Stocker’s  Lake  on  Apr.  16th  (mgt). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (rb d).  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on 
Sept.  21st  (mn).  Kempton  Park  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  9th  (ts,  mjw) 
and  May  8th  (jas);  in  autumn  there  were  22  bird/days  from  Aug.  5th 
to  Oct.  2nd,  with  two  on  several  dates  (gar,  rjs,  gmh  et  al.).  Mill 
Hill,  one  on  Sept.  11th  and  another  on  the  12th  (wah).  Osterley 
Park,  one  trapped  on  Sept.  7th  (dgh).  Parkside  Farm  (Enfield),  one 
on  Sept.  5th  (rmc).  Queen  Mary  G.P. ,  singles  on  Apr.  17th  and  May 
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3rd  (hrg).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  20th  and  21st  (rbh,  avm 
etal.).  Springwell,  one  on  Aug.  29th  (igj).  Vicarage  Farm  (Enfield), 
one  on  May  5th  and  another  on  May  11th,  in  the  autumn,  18 
bird/days  from  Aug.  19th  to  Sept.  19th  with  two  on  several  dates 
(rmc).  Wormwood  Scrubs,  one  from  Sept.  16th  to  19th  (ljh). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (cdrh).  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Apr.  24th  (trdO. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  singles  on  July  26th  and  Sept.  19th  (cdrh,  rrg). 

K  Bexley,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (sjg).  Downe,  one  on  Sept.  5th  (brg). 
Hither  Green  Cemetery,  two  on  Sept.  18th  (dd).  Rouse  Farm, 
Bromley,  one  on  May  22nd  (brg).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  from 
Apr.  19th  to  23rd  (jt).  Shortlands,  one  on  Oct.  31st  (brg). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (djl).  Beddington  S.F. ,  singles  on 
Apr.  22nd,  Apr.  25th,  Sept.  12th,  Sept.  18th  and  Sept.  20th  (dac, 
gdjmL  Croham  Hurst  Golf  Course,  one  on  Sept.  20th  and  four  on 
21st  (jl/,  ol,  ph).  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (rjh).  Happy 
Valley,  Old  Coulsdon,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (dv).  Kew  Gardens,  one  on 
Apr.  17th  (rbh).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Sept.  7th  (jsa).  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (bm). 

1984  Additional  Record 

S  Epsom  Common,  one  on  Apr.  14th  (sBy). 


344  Wh  inchat 


In  the  breeding  season  there  were  two  pairs  at  Rainham  Marsh 
(mkd)  and  a  cf  was  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  June  6th  (rbh).  Spring 
passage  occurred  from  Apr.  15th  to  May  23rd  with  the  peak  numbers 
around  May  11th  and  12tn.  The  highest  count  was  five  on  May  13th  at 
Smug  Oak  Lane  (H),  most  records  were  of  singles;  there  were  61 
bird/days. 

In  the  autumn,  passage  birds  were  four  times  more  plentiful  than  in 
spring  with  passage  from  July  27th  to  Oct.  11th,  totalling  482 
bird/days  -  perhaps  one  of  the  best  autumns  on  record.  The  highest 
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counts  came  from  Beddington  S.F. ,  20  on  Aug.  31st,  Havering,  12  on 
Aug.  24th,  Rainham  Marsh,  15  on  Sept.  14th,  Richmond  Park,  up  to 
ten  on  Sept.  13th  and  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  12  on  Sept.  7th.  As 
can  be  seen  the  autumn  peak  was  spread  over  the  three  weeks  from 
Aug.  24th  to  Sept.  14th,  the  last  birds  were  at  Rainham  Marsh  and 
Sewardstone  on  Oct.  11th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
Sept.  4th  (trd t). 


345  Stonechat 

The  decline  in  breeding  numbers  continued,  probably  due  to  the 
coldest  February  since  1947.  Temperatures  stayed  below  freezing  for 
several  days  as  the  anticy clonic  conditions  brought  air  from  Siberia. 
The  maximum  number  of  breeding  pairs  was  19  with  the  more 
realistic  total  of  12  confirmed.  All  summer  records  are  shown  with  a 
summary  of  the  winter  distribution. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  eight  or  nine  pairs  bred  (mkd).  The  only  other 
record  in  the  breeding  season  was  one  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Apr. 
30th  (ab/).  Maximum  winter  counts  were  seven  or  eight  at  South 
Hornchurch  in  December  and  seven  at  Rainham  in  November. 

M  Hounslow  Heath,  four  (1  cf)  in  May  (pmt).  At  Osterley  Park  there 
were  two  juveniles  on  July  8th  near  a  1981  breeding  site,  however  it  is 
thought  unlikely  that  they  bred  locally  (dgh).  In  winter  there  were 
no  more  than  two  at  any  site.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on 
Apr.  9th  (bm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  cf  on  the  interesting  date  of  May  6th  (mh). 

K  The  area  of  Dartford  Marshes  to  Stone  Marsh,  including  Little- 
brook,  held  at  least  three  pairs,  perhaps  as  many  as  five  (ajm,  bw t  et 
al.).  Elmers  End  S.F.,  a  pair  in  March,  a  o'  in  May  (jb d,  jr). 
Thamesmead,  a  pair  on  Mar.  19th  (pjs).  No  winter  counts  of  more 
than  two. 

S  Mitcham  Common,  a  pair  present  in  June,  one  juvenile  seen  in  July 
(mjc,  mjn).  Low  numbers  in  winter. 


346  Wheatear 

The  first  birds  of  spring  were  two  cf  Cf  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Mar. 
14th  Igdjm).  The  following  day  there  were  three  cf  cf  at  Elmers  End 
S.F.  (khp).  There  was  a  slow  trickle  in  March  with  a  maximum  of 
nine  birds  on  any  one  day.  Apr.  1st  heralded  a  seven  day  period  that 
produced  333  bird/days,  with  149  on  Apr.  3rd,  including  27  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  (tg),  23  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  (jppw,  nps),  19  at 
Beddington  S.F.  (gdjm),  and  16  at  Richmond  Park  (ajb).  From  Apr. 
8th  to  14th  there  were  173  bird/days,  the  peak  being  21  at 
Walthamstow  Res.,  on  Apr.  9th  (jf).  Migration  slowed  to  a  trickle 
with  no  counts  of  more  than  four  after  Apr.  18th,  and  finished  on 
May  15th,  except  for  a  single  bird  at  Rye  Meads  on  June  7th.  Two 
Cfcf  at  Netherhall  on  Apr.  26th  showed  characteristics  of  the 
Greenland  race  O.o.  leucorrhoa  (gjw).  In  total,  spring  yielded  657 
bird/days  from  66  sites. 

Autumn  passage  commenced  with  a  juvenile  bird  at  Rainham  Marsh 
on  July  19th  (mkd),  and  continued  with  young  birds  at  King  George 
V  Res.  on  the  20th  (pjv),  Kempton  Park  Res.  on  the  21st  (rjs),  and 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  24th  (adll).  Numbers  were  steady,  but 
not  spectacular  except  for  the  high  counts  of  41  at  Fairlop  on  Aug. 
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24th  (cg n)  and  a  flock  of  c.25  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  Aug.  27th 
(gmh).  Records  from  53  sites  gave  approximately  370  bird/days.  The 
last  bird  was  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Nov.  6th  (gdjm). 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  $  on  Apr.  2nd  and  another  on  Apr. 
17th  (bm).  Lockington  Road,  SW8,  two  cf  Cf  on  Apr.  2nd  and  a  2  on 
Apr.  8th  (bm).  Camden,  on  railway  lines,  one  on  Sept.  5th  (ib).  Park 
Street,  SE1,  near  Bankside  Power  Station,  two  on  Sept.  10th  (djj). 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  24th  and  Sept.  5th  (TRDf). 

359  Ring  Ouzel 

Seventeen  birds  in  a  year  is  about  twice  the  average  since  1947.  The 
13  spring  birds  were  from  Apr.  2nd  to  May  3rd  and  the  three  autumn 
records  from  Aug.  18th  to  Nov.  23rd.  An  unusual  record  was  one  of  a 
mature  cf  that  spent  from  about  Jan.  7th  to  mid-March  in  a  garden  in 
Sidcup,  this  is  the  fourth  instance  of  overwintering  in  London.  There 
have  oeen  six  previous  records  in  November,  although  this  year’s  is 
the  latest  ever,  and  one  in  December. 

E  Nazeing,  a  cf  on  Apr.  24th  (ab/).  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  cf  on  Apr. 

14th  (adll)  and  a  2  fr°m  Apr.  26th  to  29th  (ab/,  cl). 

M  Harrow,  a  cf  from  Apr.  16th  to  18th  (mt«).  Hounslow  Heath,  a  cf  on 
May  3rd  (pmt).  Osterley  Park,  one  on  Oct.  9th  (dgh).  Vicarage 
Farm,  Enfield,  a  cf  on  May  2nd  (rmc). 

K  Sidcup,  a  cf  on  Jan.  26th,  but  probably  from  at  least  Jan.  7th  to 
mid-March  (ajm),  was  defending  a  territory  of  pyracanthus. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  an  immature  cf  on  Apr.  23rd  and  24th  (rbh,  nps  et 
al.),  a  2  from  Apr.  27th  to  29th  (rbh,  nps  et  al.)  and  a  cf  on  Nov. 
23rd  (rbh  etal.).  Beddington  S.F.  a  cf  on  Apr.  2nd  (rlm)  and  a  2  on 
May  5th  (cl).  Ham  Lands,  a  cf  on  Apr.  1 1th  and  12th  (jh,  rjh). 
Hogsmill  S.F.,  a  cf  from  Apr.  2nd  to  5th  (jg per  sdbws).  Richmond 
Park,  a  cf  on  Apr.  18th  (dcs). 

360  Blackbird 

A  widespread  and  common  species.  The  summary  shows  high  counts 
and  breeding  in  census  areas. 

E  Fishers  Green,  40  on  Nov.  16th.  Waltham  Abbey,  50  on  Nov.  12th. 

Walthamstow  Res.,  60  on  Dec.  13th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  60  on  Nov.  9th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  35  on  Nov.  27th. 
North  Mymms  Park,  60  on  Feb.  16th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  50  on  Oct. 
18th. 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  15  pairs  bred.  Osterley  Park,  12  territories 
in  census  plot.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  62  on  Jan.  30th.  Inner  London: 
widespread  in  gardens,  parks  and  squares,  with  successful  breeding 
reported  from  many  sites.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  47 
on  Feb.  15th  and  44  on  Dec.  6th.  Regent’s  Park,  52  on  Feb.  15th. 
K  Bromley  Common,  68  on  Jan.  28th  and  80+  in  December.  Hither 
Green  Cemetery,  48  on  Jan.  31st,  approximately  15  pairs  bred.  Long 
Reach  S.F.,  40+  on  Mar.  16th.  Oxleas  Wood,  35  pairs  on  Common 
Birds  Census  plot,  compared  to  22  in  1985. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  30+  on  Nov.  3rd.  Headley  Heath,  40  singing  on 
June  14th. 

364  Fieldfare 

The  year  started  with  300  in  the  orchards  of  Wilmington  Farms  (K) 
on  Jan.  1st.  On  Jan.  4th  the  area  of  Cheshunt  G.P.  (H)  and  Fishers 
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Green  (E)  held  1,200  birds,  and  1,500  on  Jan.  10th -these  were  birds 
going  to  roost  -  which  were  the  largest  counts  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  Other  large  counts  in  January  were  200  at  Coopers  Green  (H) 
and  300  at  Esher  (S).  The  cold  weather  at  the  beginning  of  February 
saw  a  marked  movement  with  400  at  Langley  Court  (K)  on  the  4th, 
and  flocks  flying  S  or  SW  of  100  in  lVi  hours  at  Beddington  S.F.  on 
the  6th,  100  in  the  same  time  at  Ham  Lands  (S),  40  at  Kew  Gardens 
(S),  100  at  Mitcham  Common  (S)  and  70  at  Wimbledon  Common  (S) 
all  on  the  same  day.  During  this  period  large  numbers  appeared  in 
suburban  gardens  challenging  the  incumbent  Blackbirds  and 
thrushes  for  territories.  The  largest  counts  in  March  were  275  birds  at 
Batlers  Green  (H),  200  at  Chipstead  (S)  on  the  7th,  200  at  Horton 
Country  Park  (S)  on  the  7th,  150  at  Beddington  S.F.  (S),  and  200  at 
Kempton  Park  (M)  on  the  18th.  In  April  the  highest  count  was  150  at 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.  (H)  on  the  13th.  The  last  birds  of  spring  were  at 
Dagnam  Park  (E)  and  Osterley  Park  (M)  on  May  3rd. 

The  first  birds  in  the  autumn  were  at  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  2nd. 
There  were  few  October  records  but  the  beginning  of  November 
brought  obvious  movements.  On  the  2nd  most  notable  were:  Amwell 
G.P.  (H),  460  W  in  3  hours;  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (H),  1,630  W;  Island 
Bam  Res.  (S),  260  W  in  IV2  hours.  The  following  day  336  flew  NW  in 
2V2  hours  at  Tooting  (S),  and  300  W  at  Woodmansterne  (S).  At  the 
end  of  the  month  there  were  300  at  Colney  Heath  (H).  In  December 
there  was  an  increase  in  numbers  with:  500  at  Fishers  Green  (E)  on 
the  5th  and  536  on  the  19th,  Enfield  Chase  (M),  3-400  on  the  14th, 
Dartford  Marsh,  203  on  the  20th  and  Stanhill  Farm,  Wilmington  (K), 
200+  on  the  21st. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  five  on  Nov.  29th.  Regent’s  Park,  90 
on  Feb.  6th,  ten  flying  S  on  Feb.  7th,  two  on  Oct.  2nd  and  30  on  Oct. 
3rd.  Manor  School,  The  Avenue,  NW6,  three  on  Feb.  10th  and  one 
on  Mar.  7th. 


365  Song  Thrush 

This  is  another  common  but  under-recorded  species.  Records  of 
breeding  in  sample  plots  and  noted  gatherings  as  well  as  breeding  in 
Inner  London  are  given  below. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  20  on  Aug.  8th. 

M  Forty  Hall,  Enfield,  12  together  on  Dec.  1st.  Kensal  Green 
Cemetery,  four  pairs  bred.  Osterley  Park,  about  four  pairs  bred. 
Wormwood  Scrubs,  four  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Camley  Street 
Nature  Park,  a  pair  bred.  Bred  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  Regent’s  Park  and  St.  James’s  Park.  Known  to  have  bred  at 
The  Avenue,  NW6  and  New  River  Walk,  Nl.  During  the  breeding 
season  present  in  several  other  gardens  and  parks. 

K  Bromley  Common,  75  on  Sept.  25th.  Oxleas  Wood,  a  count  of  14 
pairs  on  the  Common  Birds  Census  plot  was  an  increase  of  five  on  last 
year.  The  Tarn,  Eltham,  four  pairs  bred,  one  predated  by  Jays. 
Wilmington,  Stanhill  Farm,  50+  in  January  and  February. 

S  From  the  end  of  September  to  the  beginning  of  November  small 
groups  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  and  Kew  Gardens  may  have  included  birds 
of  the  nominate  Continental  sub-species  T.p  philomelus  (rbh). 
Beddington  S.F.,  c.30  on  Nov.  29th.  Croham  Hurst,  a  noticeable 
increase  in  numbers  on  Oct.  13th. 
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366  Redwing 

There  were  no  significant  cold  weather  movements  in  January. 
However  birds  were  widespread  in  gardens  and  several  gatherings 
approached  200.  The  largest  were  at  Bromley  Common  (K)  with  350 
on  the  28th,  Hainault  (E)  250  on  the  1st,  Wilmington  (K),  200+  on 
the  1st  and  Frith  Manor  Farm,  N12  (M),  250  on  the  20th.  On  Feb.  1st 
there  were  250  at  Croham  Hurst  (S)  and  one  observer  in  S .  E .  London 
described  small  numbers  ‘everywhere’.  The  largest  gathering  was 
c.500  at  Langley  Park  (K)  on  the  4th.  A  noticeable  movement  took 
place  on  the  6th  with  160  flying  S  at  Kew  Gardens  (S),  100  flying  S  at 
Beddington  S.F.  (S)  in  IV2  hours  and  several  other  smaller  numbers 
reported  elsewhere.  A  flock  of  200+  continued  to  feed  at  Stanhill 
and  Stonehill  Farms,  Wilmington.  The  largest  reported  flock  at  the 
end  of  the  month  was  250  at  Bushy  Park  (M)  on  the  22nd.  In  March 
there  were  flocks  of  c.300  at  Langley  Court  (K)  on  the  18th  and  the 
same  number  at  Kempton  Park  on  the  13th.  April  numbers  were  low 
but  a  record  of  two  singing  at  Clay  Hill  (M)  is  of  note.  The  last  birds  of 
spring  were  two  at  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  on  Apr.  27th. 

The  first  records  of  the  autumn  were  of  two  flying  over  Island  Barn 
Res.  (S)  and  one  at  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (M)  on  Sept.  27th.  Small 
numbers  moving  through  were  recorded  at  the  beginning  of  October 
and  on  the  night  of  the  11th  ‘heavy  movement  over  central  London 
all  night’  was  reported.  On  the  16th  100  flew  over  Regent’s  Park.  The 
weather  was  predominately  westerly  throughout  the  month,  but 
there  was  a  vigorous  depression  at  the  end  of  October  and  the 
beginning  of  November  which  caused  small  groups  to  move  W  and 
NW.  On  the  3rd  100  flew  NW  at  Tooting  (S)  in  2Vz  hours  and  c.  300  W 
at  Woodmansteme  (S).  The  largest  count  of  the  month  was  of  300  at 
Roydon  (E)  on  the  26th.  The  unsettled  westerly  weather  continued 
into  December  ensuring  that  there  was  no  large  build  up  in  numbers. 
The  highest  count  of  the  month  was  at  Wilmington,  with  over  200  at 
Stanhill  and  Stonehill  Farms. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  ten  on  Jan.  9th,  30  on  Feb.  6th,  20  on 
Mar.  14th,  one  on  Oct.  1st  and  two  on  Dec.  28th.  Dover  Street,  Wl, 
seven  SW  on  Feb.  10th.  Manor  School,  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  on 
Feb.  11th  and  eight  SW  on  Mar.  2nd.  Regent’s  Park,  40  flew  over  on 
Feb.  6th,  30  feeding  on  Feb.  7th,  two  on  Oct.  3rd  and  100  flew  over 
on  Oct.  16th.  The  passage  on  Oct.  11th  is  noted  above. 


367  Mistle  Thrush 

As  in  previous  years  most  gatherings  of  this  species  occurred  in  late 
summer  and  early  autumn.  The  largest  counts  and  Inner  London 
breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  23  on  Aug.  11th. 

H  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  40  on  July  26th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  about  16  pairs  bred.  Parkside  Farm,  Enfield,  38  on 
July  28th.  World’s  End,  Enfield,  31  on  Aug.  21st.  Inner  London: 
Manor  School,  NW6,  a  pair  bred.  St.  James’s  Park,  bred.  Regent's 
Park,  bred. 

K  Bromley  Common,  maximum  count  30  in  November.  Oxleas  Wood, 
three  pairs  on  the  Common  Bird  Census  plot.  Stonehill  Farm, 
Wilmington,  75  on  Sept.  14th. 

S  Addlestone,  c.40  on  Aug.  24th.  Wimbledon  Common,  breeding 
population  estimated  at  21  pairs  compared  to  29  in  1985. 
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369  Cetti’s  Warbler 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Dec.  21st  (drg). 

H  Only  recorded  in  the  Lea  Valley  with  singles  at  Stanstead  Abbotts 
G.P.  on  Jan.  12th  and  Dec.  6th  and  one  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  from  Dec. 
20th  to  31st  (hpm,  gjw). 

The  Lea  Valley  sightings  almost  certainly  involved  females. 


373  Grasshopper  Warbler 

After  a  slight  recovery  in  1985,  the  decline  of  this  species  continued 
with  only  one  pair  known  to  have  bred,  some  seven  other  singing 
males  in  the  breeding  season  and  migrants  at  another  six  localities. 
All  records  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  two  reeling  in  June  and  July.  Hainault,  one  pair 
probably  bred. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  cf  from  May  8th  to  12th,  two  on  the  13th.  Box 
Wood,  two  cf  Cf  on  May  18th.  Derry’s  Wood,  a  cf  on  May  9th.  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  a  cf  on  Apr.  24th  and  from  May  to  July,  two  cfcf  on 
June  11th  and  one  or  two  from  July  23rd  to  27th. 

M  Wormwood  Scrubs,  one  on  Sept.  23rd. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  one  reeling  on  June  28th,  two  reeling  on  July  13th, 
two  reeling  and  a  first  year  bird  trapped  on  July  26th. 

K  Hoblingwell  Wood,  a  singing  cf  on  Apr.  28th. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  singing  on  May  7th  and  a  pair  feeding 
recently  fledged  young  on  June  8th.  Epsom  Common,  one  reeling  on 
Apr.  30th  and  one  on  May  10th. 


378  Sedge  Warbler 

The  approximate  number  of  territories  reported  during  the  breeding 
season  was  99  in  Essex,  164  in  Herts.,  22  in  Middx.,  20  in  Bucks.,  16 
in  Kent  and  14  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  335,  double  the  1985  figure.  Some 
of  the  increase  may  be  due  to  better  coverage  but  there  was 
undoubtedly  a  real  increase;  at  five  localities  for  which  comparative 
figures  were  available  the  totals  were  115  in  1985  but  168  in  1986.  hrg 
reported  three  times  as  many  records  at  Queen  Mary  G.P.  as  in  1985. 
Localities  with  ten  or  more  territories  (totals  in  brackets)  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds/Ingrebourne  (20),  Fishers  Green  (20),  Rainham 
Marsh  (29)  and  Walthamstow  Res.  (12). 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (21),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (68),  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (50), 
Stocker’s  Lake  to  Maple  Cross  (16).  • 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  5th.  St.  James’s  Park,  one 
singing  on  Apr.  27th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  (10). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  13th,  two  on  May  23rd; 
one  on  Aug.  24th. 


382  Reed  Warbler 

Territories  reported  during  the  breeding  season  increased  from  485 
in  1985  to  706  in  1986,  the  distribution  being  323  in  Essex,  159  in 
Herts.,  91  in  Middx.,  13  in  Bucks.,  Ill  in  Kent  and  nine  in  Surrey. 
The  largest  increase  was  at  Rainham  with  212  territories  compared 
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with  only  40  in  1985.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  territories  (totals  in 
brackets),  Inner  London  records  and  breeding  sites  near  Inner 
London  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds/Ingrebourne  (50),  Dagenham  Chase  (12),  Rainham 
Marsh  (212),  Walthamstow  Res.  (10)  and  West  Thurrock  (30). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.  (83),  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (35),  Stocker’s  Lake  (13). 
M  Broadwater  G.P.  (18),  Brent  Res.  (30+). 

B  Yiewsley  G.P.  (10). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.  (50),  Ruxley  (10),  Stone  Marsh  (4). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  four  pairs,  juveniles  seen.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  one  on  June  7th,  22nd  and  23rd. 

396  Barred  Warbler 

E  Buckhurst  Hill,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (il). 

The  fourth  record  for  the  London  Area,  the  third  being  as  recently  as 
1985.  There  had  been  a  small  influx  along  the  east  coast  about  a  week 
earlier. 


397  Lesser  Whitethroat 

The  number  of  territories  reported  was  13  in  Essex,  18  in  Herts. ,  28  in 
Middx.,  five  in  Bucks.,  15  in  Kent  and  18  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  97 
compared  with  113  in  1985  and  127  in  1984.  Although  it  is  certainly 
under-recorded  it  would  appear  that  it  is  declining  as  a  breeding 
species.  The  only  comment  on  breeding  status  received  was  that 
there  were  only  three  territories  at  Wimbledon  Common  compared 
with  nine  in  1985.  Many  records  of  singing  birds  in  April  and  May  but 
not  seen  subsequently  presumably  refer  to  migrants,  hrg  ringed  178, 
20%  up  on  their  previous  best  and  had  maxima  of  30  on  Aug.  9th  and 
25  on  Aug.  16th  at  Queen  Mary  G.P.  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  8th,  two  on  Sept.  9th  and 
singles  from  Sept.  11th  to  18th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  1st,  2nd,  11th  and 
15th;  two  on  Aug.  17th  and  26th  and  singles  on  Aug.  31st,  Sept.  11th 
and  16th. 


398  Whitethroat 

The  number  of  territories  reported  was  55  in  Essex,  40  in  Herts. ,  49  in 
Middx.,  eight  in  Bucks.,  37  in  Kent  and  65  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  254 
compared  with  193  in  1985.  Comments  on  status  received  were  that 
there  was  a  40%  increase  in  the  number  of  territories  at  Berwick 
Ponds,  Hainault  and  Rainham,  and  that  it  was  a  good  year  at 
Buckland  S.P.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  single  cfcf  on  May  11th,  Aug.  26th 
and  31st  and  Sept.  16th. 


399  Garden  Warbler 

The  number  of  territories  reported  was  44  in  Essex,  64  in  Herts. ,  20  in 
Middx.,  seven  in  Bucks.,  32  in  Kent  and  30  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  197 
compared  with  190  in  1985.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 
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M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  from  May  8th  to  12th,  three  on 
May  13th;  one  on  Sept.  9th.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  one  on  Aug.  21st. 
Ossulston  Street,  WC1,  one  singing  on  May  20th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  May  4th,  one  on  the  8th,  four 
on  the  11th,  two  on  the  12th  and  15th,  one  on  June  17th;  singles  on 
Aug.  5th  and  8th,  two  on  the  12th,  five  on  the  18th,  one  on  the  20th 
and  two  on  the  26th. 


400 


M 


S 


Blackcap 


The  breeding  populations  for  the  three  localities  mentioned  in  the 
LBR  for  1985,  together  with  1985  figures  in  brackets  were  Hainault 
35  (35),  Havering  25  (20)  and  Wimbledon  Common  59  (63).  Winter 
records  are  summarised  below.  Surrey  gardens  were  most  favoured, 
and  food  recorded  was  honeysuckle  berries,  ivy  berries  and  bird 
seed.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 


January  and  February:  individuals 

localities 

November  and  December:  individuals 

localities 


E  H  M  K  S 

2  3  3  2  15 

2  2  2  2  13 

1  3  3  1  10 

13  3  19 


Totals 

25 

21 

18 

17 


Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Apr. 
2nd,  one  on  Apr.  16th.  Regent’s  Park,  single  cf  Cf  singing  on  Apr. 
22nd,  May  11th,  12th  and  13th,  June  2nd,  4th  and  12th.  St.  James’s 
Park,  one  singing  on  Mar.  18th.  Holland  Park,  one  reported  singing, 
but  date  not  given.  It  is  unfortunate  that  evidence  of  breeding  is  not 
being  obtained  for  the  Royal  Parks. 

Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on  Apr.  15th,  three  (2  cf  Cf )  on  May  13th,  two  (1 
Cf)  on  May  16th,  three  (2  cfcf)  on  July  9th,  three  (1  cf)  with  two 
juveniles  on  July  10th  and  three  (1  cf)  on  Sept.  14th. 


408  Wood  Warbler 

The  number  of  pairs  known  to  have  bred  increased  to  five,  but  there 
were  only  nine  other  singing  males  at  the  end  of  May  and  in  June,  and 
migrants  were  scarcer  than  in  1985.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  singing  cf  on  May  11th;  two  on  Aug.  3rd  and  one  on 
Aug.  13th.  Hainault  Forest,  two  singing  cfcf  in  May.  Thorndon 
Park,  one  singing  in  May  and  June. 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  a  cf  on  May  13th.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  single 
Cf  Cf  on  May  12th  and  June  17th.  Whippendell  Woods,  single  cf  Cf  on 
May  11th  and  24th. 

M  Bushy  Park,  a  singing  cf  on  May  16th.  Hampstead  Heath,  a  singing 
Cf  on  May  6th.  Ruislip,  a  cf  at  Park  Wood  on  May  26th  and  June  1st. 
Staines,  one  singing  all  day  in  St.  Mary’s  churchyard  on  Apr.  25th. 
Tottenham,  one  singing  all  day  on  May  9th  but  gone  the  next  day. 

B  Black  Park,  one  on  June  30th. 

K  Bromley  Area :  two  at  Darrick  Wood  on  May  6th ,  singles  at  Scadbury 
on  May  13th  and  Bromley  Common  on  July  22nd.  High  Elms,  a 
singing  cf  on  May  13th.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  one  on  Aug.  30th. 

S  Addington  Hills,  one  singing  on  several  dates  from  May  4th  to  30th, 
two  singing  on  May  10th,  two  seen  entering  nest  with  food  on  June 
8th.  Esher  area,  three  pairs  bred  raising  17  young.  Margarey  Wood,  a 
Cf  singing  on  June  12th,  but  no  sign  on  later  dates.  South  Hawke, 
south  of  Woldingham,  one  heard  on  June  21st.  Tilburstow  Hill,  one 
singing  on  May  11th.  Wimbledon  Common,  three  singing  cfcf  in 
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spring,  a  nest  with  young  on  June  2nd;  another  observer  saw  a  pair 
carrying  food  to  a  nest  site  (presumably  the  same  one)  on  June  8th. 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  15th  and  Aug.  8th. 

409  Chiffchaff 

The  only  localities  from  which  more  than  ten  breeding  territories 
were  reported  were  Wimbledon  Common  with  21  and  Hainault  with 
12.  No  doubt  other  localities  would  qualify  if  the  information  was 
available.  A  pair  bred  at  Kensal  Green  Cemetery  just  outside  the 
Inner  London  boundary.  Wintering  birds  were  scarce  in  January  and 
February  but  frequent  in  November  and  December.  A  summary  of 
winter  records  is  followed  by  Inner  London  records. 


E 

H 

M 

B 

K 

S 

Totals 

January  and  February:  individuals 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

10 

localities 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

November  and  December:  individuals 

2 

16 

16 

3 

6 

15 

58 

localities 

2 

5 

8 

1 

3 

9 

28 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  12th  and  13th.  Regent’s 
Park,  two  on  Apr.  3rd,  one  on  May  12th,  one  on  July  8th.  St.  James’s 
Park,  one  on  Oct.  11th.  Holland  Park,  one  singing,  no  date  given. 
The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  caught  and  ringed  on  Dec.  6th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  or  two  on  four  dates  from  Apr. 
2nd  to  15th,  one  on  May  23rd,  singles  on  Aug.  10th  and  18th,  two  on 
Sept.  16th,  six  on  Sept.  24th  and  26th,  three  on  Oct.  6th,  singles  on 
Oct.  12th  and  17th,  Nov.  18th  and  Dec.  21st. 

410  Willow  Warbler 

Records  of  20  or  more  singing  males  or  pairs  in  the  breeding  season 
and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  20  pairs.  Hainault,  55  pairs.  Havering,  25  pairs. 

Thomdon  Park,  31  singing  cfcf. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  44  singing  cfcf. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  maxima  in 
April  were  seven  on  the  21st  and  23rd;  singles  on  Aug.  6th  and  Sept. 
2nd.  Regent’s  Park,  recorded  in  April  from  the  15th  with  a  maximum 
of  30  on  the  23rd;  one  on  May  6th,  one  on  June  23rd  and  six  on  Sept. 
10th.  St.  James’s  Park,  two  on  Apr.  21st  and  three  on  Apr.  28th.  The 
Avenue,  NW6,  two  on  May  2nd.  Gifford  Street,  Nl,  one  on  Sept. 
10th.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  one  on  Apr.  19th,  21st,  two  on  Apr.  30th; 
one  on  Sept.  16th. 

S  Headley  Heath,  24  singing  on  June  14th.  Wimbledon  Common, 
bred,  96  territories.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  recorded  in 
spring  from  Apr.  2nd  to  May  12th,  with  a  peak  of  six  on  Apr.  25th;  in 
autumn  sightings  fell  between  July  21st  and  Sept.  16th  with  peaks  of 
30  on  Aug.  17th  and  35  on  Aug.  18th. 

411  Goldcrest 

Following  the  severe  winter  numbers  were  much  reduced.  Breeding 
season  records,  all  parties  of  ten  or  more,  comments  on  status  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault,  none  in  the  breeding  season  (five  pairs  in  1985);  20  on  Oct. 

11th.  Havering,  three  pairs  bred.  Weald  Park,  three  pairs. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  May  11th.  Bishops  College,  a  cf  on  June  19th. 
Haberdashers  School,  a  cf  in  April;  low  numbers  in  area. 
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M  Alexandra  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Osterley  Park,  bred,  six  territories. 
Queen  Mary  G.P. ,  hrg  reported  ‘a  disastrous  year  for  this  species;  a 
mere  six  bird/days  in  autumn  compared  with  over  150  in  1985’. 
Shepperton,  recorded  regularly  in  winter  but  no  breeding  territories 
found.  Trent  Park,  at  least  seven  singing  cf  Cf  in  May.  Whitewebbs 
Wood,  a  singing  cf  on  May  21st.  Bishops  Avenue,  N2,  one  on  May 
14th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year. 

B  Black  Park,  20+  on  Nov.  14th. 

K  Bromley  Common,  a  nest  with  young  on  Apr.  27th.  Foots  Cray 
Woods,  one  on  May  5th.  High  Elms,  present  all  year.  Keston 
Common,  12  on  Oct.  4th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  singing  in  June.  Arbrook  Common,  three 
territories.  Kew  Gardens,  widespread.  Mitcham  Common,  one  on 
June  29th.  Purley ,  one  on  June  2nd.  Walton  Park  Wood,  two  on  May 
19th.  Sutton,  one  on  May  16th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two 
on  Apr.  2nd,  four  on  May  23rd,  a  pair  and  ten  juveniles  on  Sept.  4th, 
ten  on  Nov.  26th. 

412  Firecrest 

Numbers  were  slightly  down  on  1985.  Most  of  the  records  were  in 
winter  with  a  few  migrants,  one  of  which  stayed  into  June  at 
Hainault. 

E  Hainault,  one  singing  from  May  8th  into  June.  Havering,  one  singing 
from  May  18th  for  two  weeks  (mkd). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  14th  and  again  from  Dec.  17th  to  31st 
(adw  et  al.). 

M  Yiewsley  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Jan.  18th  (cl). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  2nd  to  26th  (mh  et  al.). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  5th  to  13th  (sjg,  brg).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  two  (1  cf)  on  Feb.  11th  (rht). 

S  Croham  Hurst  Woods,  one  on  Apr.  11th  and  May  1st  (ph,  dl).  Ham 
Lands,  one  on  Sept.  29th  (jh,  rjh).  North  Cheam,  one  on  Feb.  7th 
(rfm).  Surbiton,  one  on  May  5th  (A.  Edgar  per  sdbws).  Wimbledon 
Common,  singles  on  Jan.  26th  and  Dec.  14th  (dlw).  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  a  $  on  Jan.  31st  and  one  on  May  2nd  (bm). 


Forty  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1946. 


Firecrest 

S  Titsey,  one  feeding  on  hawthorn  bushes  on  the  North  Downs  on  Oct.  13th. 
(This  was  the  only  record  of  the  year  -  Ed.). 


413  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Widespread  breeder.  The  largest  numbers  reported  were  12  pairs  at 
Hainault  (the  same  as  in  1985),  12  territories  at  Alexandra  Palace  and 
ten  pairs  at  Osterley  Park  (13  in  19851  but  there  was  a  lot  of  nest 
predation.  Comments  of  declining  numoers  were  ‘no  sign  of  breeding 
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(once  annual)  for  the  second  year  running’  at  Kew  Gardens  and  ‘very 
few  reported  in  our  area  this  year’  for  Surbiton.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  on  May  23rd.  Regent’s 
Park,  three  on  May  13th,  one  on  May  15th;  a  pair  nested  in  the 

f rounds  of  the  American  Ambassador’s  residence,  one  on  Aug. 
0th,  four  on  Aug.  21st.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  on  June  5th.  New 
River  Walk,  Nl,  one  on  Aug.  11th,  four  on  Aug.  19th,  three  on  Aug. 
26th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  8th,  12th  and  15th, 
and  on  Aug.  10th,  20th  and  31st  and  two  on  Sept.  14th. 


416  Pied  Flycatcher 
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The  above  histogram  depicts  all  records  of  Pied  Flycatcher  from  1974  to  1986 
(206  in  all).  Unlike  the  histogram  for  Ring  Ouzel  ( LBR  49:85)  which  shows 
that  spring  birds  outnumber  autumn  ones,  the  Pied  Flycatcher  is  clearly  much 
commoner  on  autumn,  than  on  spring  passage  (by  about  3:1).  The  very  abrupt 
autumn  passage  peak  in  mid- August  is  very  apparent,  with  47  records 
between  Aug.  13th  and  19th.  Spring  passage  spread  from  Apr.  4th  to  May 
22nd  and  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  5th  to  Oct.  13th. 

The  spring  passage  was  from  the  late  date  of  Apr.  29th  until  May 
18th.  There  were  only  ten  individuals,  all  but  one  were  males.  The 
autumn  passage  was  over  a  long  period  from  Aug.  5th  to  Oct.  7th. 
There  were  two  periods  from  Aug.  13th  to  19th  and  from  Sept.  14th 
to  19th  when  birds  were  present  daily,  but  three  was  the  maximum. 
All  records  are  given. 

E  Chingford,  a  cf  on  May  18th  (ndb).  Dagnam  Park,  three  on  Aug. 
13th,  two  on  Aug.  19th,  singles  on  Sept.  6th,  7th  and  14th  (cj). 
Hainault,  a  cf  on  May  3rd  (ab /). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  a  cf  on  Apr.  29th  (twg).  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  one  on  Sept. 
14th  and  a  different  bird  on  Sept.  15th  (adw).  Hertford  Heath,  one 
on  Sept.  27th  (ajc).  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  a  cf  on  May  6th  (wgl,  rmrg). 
M  Alexandra  Park,  au  on  May  6th  and  one  on  Aug.  19th  (apbr). 
Bentley  Priory,  a  O'  on  May  11th  (rma  et  al.).  Kensal  Green 
Cemetery,  one  on  Sept.  11th  (cjc).  Markfield  Park,  N15,  one  on 
Aug.  16th  (nb).  Tottenham  Cemetery,  singles  on  Aug.  14th,  Aug. 
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19th,  Sept.  15th,  18th,  19th  and  26th  (pl).  Wembley,  two  at  Barn  Hill 
on  Aug.  15th  (mgt).  Wormwood  Scrubs,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (ljh). 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Aug.  13th  and  Sept.  4th,  one 
on  Oct.  7th  (TRDf). 

K  Beckenham  Place,  a  cf  on  May  3rd  (brg).  Hoblingwell  Wood,  a  cf 
on  Aug.  28th  (khp).  Orpington,  an  adult  cf  on  Aug.  5th  (gfam). 

S  Ham  Lands,  two  on  Sept.  16th,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (jh,  rjh).  Headley 
Heath,  a  cf  on  May  2nd  (abo,  dbo).  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  a  2  on 
May  1st  (sb).  Stoke  D’Abernon,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (rbh).  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on  May  2nd  and  11th;  one  2  on  Aug. 
17th  and  Sept.  14th  (bm). 

417  Bearded  Tit 


For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  was  a  substantial  influx  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  maximum  of  50  being  the  largest  number  in  the 
area  since  1974.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  six  on  Oct.  14th  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  present  until  Mar.  8th,  maximum  35;  present 
again  from  Oct.  13th  with  a  maximum  of  50  on  Dec.  6th  (mkd  et  al.). 
West  Thurrock,  one  trapped  on  Dec.  24th  had  been  ringed  in  the 
Netherlands  on  Oct.  1st  (drg). 

H  Rye  House  Marsh,  two  on  Nov.  11th  (gjw).  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  two  on 
Oct.  17th,  seven  on  Oct.  18th  (rmrg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  2  on  Jan.  2nd  and  two  (1  cf)  on  Jan.  5th;  two  from 
Dec.  21st  until  the  end  of  the  year  (rb^,  dw). 

S  Buckland,  six  on  Oct.  11th  (rod).  , 

418  Long-tailed  Tit 

The  largest  number  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was  33  territories 
at  Wimbledon  Common.  At  Hillingdon  House  Farm,  Uxbridge  it 
was  said  to  be  still  common  in  spite  of  the  hard  winter.  At  Queen 
Mary  G.P.  it  was  a  poor  breeding  season  with  low  numbers  of 
juveniles  which  were  about  a  month  late.  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  four  on  Jan. 
17th;  at  least  one  pair  bred,  seven  on  Sept.  3rd.  Regent’s  Park,  two 
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pairs  bred,  St.  James’s  Park,  up  to  five  in  January,  three  in  February, 
two  on  Dec.  20th.  Holland  Park,  four  on  June  12th,  possibly 
juveniles.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  three  on  June  2nd;  a  party  of  seven 
ringed  on  Nov.  2nd. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  12  on  Jan.  6th  and  Mar.  14th;  two 
nests  on  Apr.  27th  both  with  nestlings;  20  on  Sept.  24th  and  Nov. 
28th. 

419  Marsh  Tit 

Essex  is  the  only  county  for  which  much  breeding  season  information 
is  available.  At  Hainault  the  breeding  population  maintained  its 
usual  level  of  12  pairs.  Elsewhere  there  were  five  pairs  in  the 
northern  part  of  Epping  Forest,  three  pairs  at  Waltham  Abbey,  two 
pairs  at  Havering  and  two  pairs  at  Weald  Park,  but  none  at  Dagnam 
Park.  Although  present  at  eight  sites  in  the  Borough  of  Bromley  (K), 
no  proof  of  breeding  was  obtained.  The  Inner  London  record  given 
below  is  the  first  since  1979,  no  doubt  due  to  the  hard  weather. 

M  Inner  London:  Addison  Crescent,  W 14,  one  on  three  occasions  from 
the  last  week  of  February  until  the  second  week  of  March. 

420  Willow  Tit 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given.  There  were  no  Inner  London 
records. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Fishers  Green,  two  on  May  11th  and 
June  22nd.  Hainault,  three  pairs  bred.  Havering,  two  pairs  bred. 
Weald  Park,  one  pair. 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  two  on  Apr.  27th  and  May  4th.  Cheshunt  G.P., 
three  pairs  bred.  Darlands  Lake,  a  family  party  on  June  23rd.  North 
Mymms,  two  on  Apr.  20th.  Maple  Cross  S.F.  ,  one  or  two  pairs  bred. 
Park  Street,  one  pair.  Potterscrouch,  one  pair.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one 
pair  bred. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  first  ever  breeding  in  the  Park.  Coppetts  Wood, 
three  on  July  8th.  Enfield,  one  singing  on  May  14th  at  Park  Farm, 
and  three  seen  at  Vicarage  Farm  on  July  12th.  Harefield  Place,  a  pair 
on  May  4th.  Ruislip  N.R.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  27th.  Trent  Park,  three  on 
Apr.  29th, possible  nest  site  found,  four  on  July  14th.  Uxbridge,  one 
singing  ana  another  present  at  Hillingdon  House  Farm  on  May  5th. 
Whitewebbs  Wood,  two  on  Apr.  15th  not  seen  subsequently  until  a 
family  group  of  six  on  June  18th. 

B  Denham,  two  on  Apr.  25th. 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  at  Greenlane  Wood  on  May  1st. 

S  Epsom  Common,  one  on  July  12th.  Walton  Heath,  one  on  May  3rd, 
four  on  June  21st. 

422  Coal  Tit 

Less  information  received  than  for  1985  and  no  comparative  figures 
available  for  the  breeding  population  except  for  Oxleas  Wood  where 
ten  pairs  bred,  compared  with  nine  in  1985.  The  largest  numbers  of 
pairs  reported  were  ten  at  Trent  Park,  six  at  Osterley  Park  and  six  at 
Dartford  Heath.  In  Inner  London  a  breeding  record  was  received 
from  only  one  of  the  parks  compared  with  four  in  1985.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Feb. 
15th,  two  on  Mar.  8th  and  Apr.  9th,  a  pair  with  young  on  Aug.  6th 
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and  two  on  Nov.  8th.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Feb.  20th  and  present 
from  July  to  September.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  two  present  all  year. 
New  River  Walk,  Nl,  one  on  Feb.  11th. 

S  Battersea  Park,  eight  on  Mar.  10th,  ten  on  Sept.  24th  and  Dec.  19th. 

423  Blue  Tit 

Little  information  was  received  for  this  common  resident.  Popula¬ 
tions  of  three  census  areas  in  the  breeding  season  were  22  territories 
at  Arbrook  Common,  12  pairs  at  Osterley  Park  and  50  pairs  at  Oxleas 
Wood  (K)  (a  huge  increase  on  the  29  pairs  reported  in  1985).  In 
January  and  February  150+  were  caught  in  four  sessions  at  a  bird 
table  at  Streatham  Common.  In  Inner  London,  46  were  caught  and 
ringed  from  October  to  December  at  The  Avenue,  NW6.  Inner 
London  records  are  summarised  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  present 
throughout  the  year;  no  information  received  on  breeding.  Regent’s 
Park,  a  nest  with  young  seen  on  June  2nd.  St.  James’s  Park,  resident 
and  bred.  Holland  Park,  bred.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  one  pair  bred. 
The  Avenue,  NW6,  two  pairs  bred  in  nest-boxes.  Pairs  or  singing 
males  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Dorset  Square,  NW1, 
Finsbury  Circus,  EC2,  Gordon  Square,  WC1,  Rosemary  Gardens, 
Nl  and  St.  James’s  Square,  SW1. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  60  on  Mar.  10th,  50  on  Apr.  4th,  40 
on  June  2nd,  52  on  Sept.  24th  and  50  on  Nov.  28th.  St.  Thomas’s 
Hospital,  an  adult  feeding  young  in  June. 

424  Great  Tit 

As  with  Blue  Tit,  very  little  information  was  received  for  this 
common  resident.  The  absence  of  breeding  records  for  the  Inner 
London  parks  is  particularly  regretted.  Less  numerous  than  Blue  Tit, 
the  breeding  populations  for  the  census  areas  mentioned  under  Blue 
Tit  were  13  territories  at  Arbrook  Common,  eight  territories  at 
Osterley  Park  and  28  pairs  at  Oxleas  Wood  (K)  (25  in  1985).  The  few 
Inner  London  records  received  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  nine 
reported  throughout  the  year.  Regent’s  Park,  no  information 
received.  St.  James’s  Park,  resident,  probably  bred.  Holland  Park, 
bred.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  one  or  two  regularly,  three  on  Mar.  26th 
and  one  with  a  juvenile  on  June  26th.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  pair 
bred  successfully  in  the  centre  hole  of  a  cable  reel. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  19  on  Apr.  4th  and  18  on  Dec.  19th. 
Bowles  Road,  SE1,  one  singing  on  May  13th. 

425  Nuthatch 

Appears  to  be  maintaining  its  numbers.  At  Swakeleys  Park, 
Ickenham  said  to  be  scarce  oflate,  but  in  the  Mill  Hill  area  increasing 
its  range.  Comparative  figures  for  three  localities  in  different  parts  of 
the  area  (1985  in  brackets)  were:  Hainault,  eight  pairs  (6),  Osterley 
Park,  six  territories  (7),  Oxleas  Wood,  six  pairs  (5)  and  Wimbledon 
Common,  16  territories  (17).  No  Inner  London  records  were 
received. 

427  Treecreeper 

One  observer  commented  that  this  species  survived  the  past  winter 
well  at  Uxbridge.  This  statement  seems  to  apply  generally  to  the 
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Area.  At  Hainault  there  were  12  pairs,  the  same  number  as  in  1985, 
while  at  Wimbledon  Common  the  number  of  territories  increased 
from  seven  in  1985  to  13.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Jan. 
2nd,  Mar.  7th,  26th  and  31st,  Apr.  2nd  and  12th.  Regent’s  Park,  one 
in  song  on  Mar.  19th,  21st  and  Apr.  15th,  a  pair  with  juveniles  on 
June  9th. 

430  Golden  Oriole 

E  Hainault  Forest,  a  cf  on  June  22nd  (jf«). 

There  have  now  been  records  in  the  last  seven  consecutive  years,  all 
have  been  in  spring  or  the  early  part  of  the  summer. 

432  Red-backed  Shrike 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  19th  (cdrh). 

1985  Additional  Record 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  an  adult  cf  on  June  13th  (Mce,  mcrg). 

The  last  time  an  adult  male  was  seen  in  London  was  in  1975,  which 
was  also  the  last  occasion  when  a  pair  bred.  The  last  four  autumn 
records  have  all  been  between  Sept.  15th  and  22nd. 

434  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Buckhurst  Hill,  one  on  Dec.  24th  (db/i).  Childerditch,  one  on  Dec. 
1st  (aww). 

H  Amwell  G.P./Rye  House  Marsh/Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  first  seen  at 
Amwell  G.P.  on  Oct.  28th  remained  in  the  area  until  the  end  of  the 
year  (rmrg,  br,  gjw  et  al.).  Barnet,  one  at  King  George’s  Fields 
from  Jan.  29th  until  Feb.  8th  (amh,  ch). 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Dec.  21st  (scr). 

435  Woodchat  Shrike 
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S  Moorhouse,  near  Limpsfield,  an  adult  was  hit  and  killed  by  the 
observer’s  car  on  Oct.  8th  (ef). 

The  ninth  record  for  the  London  Area,  but  the  first  for  13  years  - 
coincidentally  the  last  bird  (in  1973)  was  also  found  dead.  All 
previous  records  were  in  April,  May  or  June.  Accepted  by  the  British 
Birds  Records  Committee. 


436  Jay 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Jan. 
11th,  two  on  Apr.  9th,  a  pair  on  Apr.  17th  and  one  on  Nov.  8th. 
Regent’s  Park,  no  information  received.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on 
Sept.  4th  and  10th.  Holland  Park,  three  on  June  12th.  New  River 
Walk,  Nl,  one  on  Mar.  26th  and  Apr.  21st,  two  on  July  21st,  one  or 
two  from  Aug.  26th  to  Dec.  22nd.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  up  to  four  in 
the  spring;  one  pair  bred. 

437  Magpie 

At  least  ten  pairs  bred  at  Osterley  Park  and  there  were  24  territories 
at  Wimbledon  Common  compared  with  21  in  1985.  Information  for 
the  Inner  London  Royal  parks  is  scanty.  Records  of  50  or  more  and 
Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  50  on  Mar.  5th.  Hainault,  100  on  Jan.  1st  and  50  on 
Dec.  26th.  Rainham,  50  in  November  and  December. 

M  Bedfont  Quarry,  50+  on  Sept.  4th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  eight  recorded  throughout  the  year. 
Regent’s  Park,  no  information  received.  St.  James’s  Park,  resident, 
probably  bred.  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  a  pair  nest  building  on  Mar. 
22nd  just  inside  the  Inner  London  boundary  for  the  first  time. 
Crescent  Gardens,  Wl,  a  pair  nest  building  on  Feb.  13th.  Gordon 
Square,  one  on  May  10th.  Grays  Inn,  one  pair  nested.  Mile  End 
Road,  a  pair  nesting  on  May  14th  near  junction  with  Cambridge 
Heath  Road.  Paddington  Street,  Wl ,  one  nest  building  on  Mar.  19th. 
The  Avenue,  NW6,  probably  bred,  up  to  six  in  March. 

S  Inner  London:  Bermondsey,  one  near  Senegal  Fields  on  Apr. 24th. 
One  at  nest  in  London  plane  tree  at  108  Lambeth  Road,  SE1 ,  on  May 
10th. 

440  Jackdaw 

Little  information  received  on  breeding.  Ten  pairs  at  Hainault,  20 
pairs  at  Weald  Park  and  20  pairs  at  Riddlesdown  Quarry  where  the 
largest  numbers  reported.  The  numbers  roosting  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 
dianot  match  those  occurring  in  1985,  but  were  still  substantial,  with 
2,700  on  Jan.  26th  and  2,800  on  Dec.  14th.  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Mar.  3rd,  singles  on  Feb. 
25th  and  from  Apr.  19th  to  24th. 

441  Rook 

Breeding  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Curtismill  Green,  25  occupied  nests.  North  Ockendon,  60  pairs. 
H  Goffs  Oak,  55  nests.  St.  Margaret’s,  nine  nests. 
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M  Enfield  Chase,  30  nests  at  Little  Beechill  Wood.  Harefield,  17  nests 
at  Whiteheath  Farm.  Harrow,  four  nests  near  Northwick  Park.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Apr.  25th. 

K  Lullingstone  Park,  an  occupied  rookery.  West  Wickham,  a  small 
rookery  at  Roose  Farm. 

S  Ewell,  12  occupied  nests. 

442a  Carrion  Crow 

The  largest  number  reported  was  1,000-1,500  going  to  roost  at 
Wimbledon  Common  on  Jan.  25th.  Inner  London  breeding  records 
are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  resident  and  probably  bred.  No 
breeding  information  received  for  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  or  for  Regent’s  Park.  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  a  pair  nest 
building  on  Mar.  15th.  Dorset  Square,  NW1,  one  on  nest  in  April.  St. 
James’s  Square,  one  on  nest  on  Apr.  30th.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one 
pair  bred. 

S  Inner  London:  Paragon  Gardens,  New  Kent  Road,  one  on  nest  on 
June  3rd. 

442b  Hooded  Crow 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  several  dates  from  Mar.  13th  to  Apr.  2nd 
(mkd,  cf). 

444  Starling 

The  largest  numbers  reported  were  10,000  at  Parkbury  on  Oct.  5th 
and  8,000  at  Rickmansworth  on  Aug.  24th.  Inner  London  breeding 
records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  resident  and  bred.  No  information 
received  for  the  other  parks.  Bred  at  the  following  localities  (one  pair 
unless  otherwise  indicated):  Charterhouse  Square,  EC1.  Essex 
Road,  Nl.  Finsbury  Circus,  EC2.  Fortune  Street,  EC1.  Rotherfield 
Street,  Nl.  The  Avenue,  NW6  (three  pairs).  Gordon  Square,  WC1. 
Wenlock  Basin  at  Regent’s  Canal,  Wl. 

S  Inner  London:  County  Hall,  nests  with  young  on  May  28th. 

446  House  Sparrow 

A  very  under-recorded  species/  only  two  flocks  outside  Inner 
London  were  reported,  the  largest  being  c.300  at  Mill  Hill  on  Aug. 
7th.  The  only  Inner  London  breeding  record  was  in  St.  James’s  Park. 

448  Tree  Sparrow 

Comments  on  a  decline  continue:  none  at  Dagenham  and  Romford 
where  previously  ten  to  15  pairs;  declined  population  at  Dagnam 
Park  where  there  were  only  two  pairs;  a  decline  at  Rye  Meads  S.F., 
where  there  were  only  between  one  and  ten  from  January  to  April 
and  one  to  three  from  August  to  December;  Ham  Lands,  absent  after 
the  severe  winter  weather.  However  the  main  wintering  flock  at 
Beddington  S.F.  maintained  the  1985  level  with  maxima  of  250  on 
Feb.  15th  and  Oct.  6th.  The  only  other  three  figure  flocks  were  100  at 
Fishers  Green  on  Jan.  12th  and  100  at  Ruxley  N.R.  on  Feb.  9th.  The 
largest  breeding  populations  were  as  low  as  ten  pairs  at  Belhus 
Woods  and  at  Hornchurch.  In  Inner  London  singles  in  Regent’s  Park 
on  Jan.  20th  and  Mar.  6th  and  at  Surrey  Docks  on  July  17th. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1986 


111 


451  Chaffinch 

In  the  period  from  January  to  Feb.  25th  flocks  of  100  or  more  were 
seen  at  six  localities,  the  maximum  being  300  at  Beddington  S.F.  on 
Feb.  8th  during  severe  weather.  The  largest  breeding  population 
recorded  was  at  Wimbledon  Common  with  47  territories.  Autumn 
passage  was  noted  on  five  dates  in  October  and  one  in  November. 
Numbers  were  very  small  except  on  Oct.  24th  when  there  were  972  at 
Orpington  and  500  NW  at  Richmond  Park,  and  on  Nov.  2nd  with  100 
W  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  From  Oct.  19th  to  the  end  of  the  year  flocks  of 
100  or  more  were  seen  at  five  localities  with  a  maximum  of  300  at 
Leatherhead  on  Dec.  28th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens ,  one  on  May  9th , 
four  cf  cf  on  June  4th,  two  on  July  1st.  Regent’s  Park,  no  information 
received.  St.  James’s  Park,  a  cf  singing  on  Apr.  21st.  The  Avenue, 
NW6,  eight  (4  cfcf)  from  Mar.  3rd  to  20th  were  not  seen 
subsequently;  six  flying  W  on  Oct.  9th,  a  }  on  Oct.  31st,  one  on  Nov. 
7th  and  a  cf  ringed  on  Nov.  27th  which  stayed  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
Westminster,  two  SW  and  seven  W  on  Oct.  24th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  six  on  Jan.  1st  and  Nov.  18th. 


452  Brambling 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  recorded  north  of  the  Thames  from  29 
localities  with  a  maximum  of  12  at  Weald  Park  on  Feb.  7th. 
Commoner  south  of  the  Thames  with  reports  from  27  localities  and 
numbers  not  exceeding  50  except  in  the  Dartford  area,  first  at 
Wilmington  with  140-150  on  Jan.  1st,  400  on  Jan.  5th,  350  on  Jan. 
26th  and  400  on  Feb.  2nd,  and  later  at  Dartford  Marsh  with  300  on 
Feb.  21st,  100  on  Feb.  23rd  and  150  on  Mar.  28th.  Present  again  from 
Sept.  24th  but  numbers  were  small  involving  nine  localities  north  of 
the  River  Thames  with  a  maximum  of  six,  and  14  localities  south  of 
the  River  Thames,  maximum  ten.  Up  to  six  were  seen  flying  in  a 
westerly  direction  on  several  dates  in  October.  One  trapped  at 
Buckland  S.P.  in  January  was  found  dead  in  Norway  in  April.  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  cf  feeding  at  a  bird  table  from  Feb. 
8th  to  18th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  three  (1  cf)  on  Apr.  8th;  four  (1  cf) 
on  Oct.  6th  and  a  J  from  Nov.  17th  to  24th. 


453  Serin 

K  Wilmington,  a  cf  singing  in  a  suburban  garden  from  May  17th  to  19th 
(al,  mlw). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  a  cf  singing  in  gardens  and  allotments  on  June  2nd 
was  watched  on  and  off  for  25  minutes  (rbh). 

The  sixth  and  seventh  records  in  London  but,  perhaps  significantly, 
four  of  these  have  been  during  the  1980s. 

455  Greenfinch 

In  the  period  from  January  up  to  Apr.  20th  flocks  of  100  or  more  were 
reported  at  six  localities  with  a  maximum  of  250  at  Dagnam  Park  on 
Mar.  30th.  From  Aug.  5th  to  the  end  of  the  year  100  or  more  were 
noted  at  six  localities,  maximum  150  near  Epsom  Common  on  Aug. 
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5th,  South  Farm,  Enfield  on  Oct.  24th  and  Rainham  on  Oct.  26th. 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  three  on  Apr. 
9th,  and  single  <j cf  on  May  9th  and  June  4th.  Regents  Park,  no 
information  received.  St.  James’s  Park,  seen  from  February  to  April 
and  then  in  August  and  September  only.  Finsbury  Circus,  EC2,  one 
or  two  regularly  from  January  to  March,  one  singing  on  June  12th. 
New  River  Walk,  Nl,  one  on  Oct.  17th.  Rosemary  Gardens,  Nl,  one 
pair  bred.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  pair  bred;  27  flying  N  on  Oct.  9th, 
31  ringed  in  November  and  December. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  20  on  Jan.  1st,  30  on  Apr.  8th  and 
Dec.  28th.  County  Hall,  one  calling  on  June  4th. 

456  Goldfinch 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  numbers  reached  100  only  at  Foots  Cray 
Meadows  in  January.  After  the  breeding  season  there  were  140  at 
Elmers  End  S.F.  on  Aug.  5th,  100-130  at  three  localities  in 
September,  100-250  at  four  localities  in  October  and  200  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  Nov.  1st.  The  largest  number  reported  in  December  was 
45.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  nine  from 
January  to  Feb.  5th.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Feb.  11th.  The 
Avenue,  NW6,  up  to  three  in  spring  and  autumn  and  into  winter. 
St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  two  on  Dec.  1st.  Waterloo  Station,  two  on 
May  12th.  Tower  Bridge,  one  in  former  William  Curtis  Ecological 
Park  on  Oct.  21st. 

1985  Correction 

S  Inner  London,  four  pairs  bred  in  Battersea  Park,  not  12+  pairs  as 
stated. 


457  Siskin 

1985  ended  with  substantial  numbers  in  the  Area,  and  this  situation 
continued  into  1986.  In  the  first  two  weeks  gatherings  of  100  or  more 
were  recorded  at  eight  localities.  Thereafter  some  dispersal  took 
place  but  overall  numbers  remained  high  and  by  the  time  the  last  was 
seen  on  May  13th  at  Chessington,  birds  had  been  noted  at  132 
localities.  Some  from  the  outer  areas  moved  into  Inner  London 
where  the  numbers  in  Regent’s  Park  built  up  from  eight  on  Jan.  12th 
to  100  on  Jan.  31st.  The  first  autumn  arrivals  were  two  at  Yiewsley 
G.P.  on  Sept.  26th,  but  subsequent  numbers  were  relatively  small 
with  records  from  45  localities  and  the  maximum  only  55  at  Harefield 
Place  G.P.  on  Dec.  25th.  Records  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  200  on  Jan.  5th. 

H  CheshuntG.P.,  100  on  Jan.  1st,  140  on  Jan.  18th  and  100  on  Feb.  9th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  120  on  Jan.  2nd,  110  on  Jan.  5th  but  only  24  by  the  end  of 
January.  Broadwater  G.P.,  150  on  Jan.  2nd,  100  on  Jan.  20th  and 
26th.  Bushy  Park,  150  on  Jan.  15th,  100  on  Mar.  6th  and  13th. 
Grovelands  Park,  120  on  Jan.  2nd.  Harefield  Place  G.P.,  Denham 
Lock  and  Frays  Meadows,  200+  including  single  flock  of  170  on  Jan. 
5th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  seven  or 
eight  from  Jan.  17th  to  20th  and  one  on  Feb.  10th.  Regent’s  Park, 
eight  on  Jan.  12th  building  up  to  100  on  Jan.  31st,  last  seen  on  Apr. 
7th.  Queensdale  Walk,  Wll,  one  on  Apr.  5th. 


M 
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K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  100  on  Jan.  4th,  310  on  Jan.  5th,  150  on  Jan.  7th 
and  120  on  Jan.  12th. 

S  River  Mole,  Esher  to  Hersham,  100+  on  Jan.  17th.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  25  on  Jan.  16th,  nine  on  Jan.  21st,  11  on  Feb.  5th  and 
one  on  Dec.  21st. 


458  Linnet 

Flocks  of  100  or  more,  some  exceptionally  large,  were  reported  from 
sixteen  localities.  Details  of  200  or  more  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

E  Barking,  400  on  Nov.  2nd.  Rainham  Marsh,  200  on  Jan.  18th,  250  on 
Feb.  22nd,  300  on  Sept.  20th,  1,000  in  October  and  600  on  Nov.  2nd. 
H  Bell  Lane  G.P.,  200  on  Mar.  9th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  200  on  Feb.  8th. 

S  Molesey  Heath,  300  on  Feb.  10th,  350  on  Feb.  15th,  1,000  on  Feb. 
16th,  300  on  Feb.  18th,  450  on  Feb.  24th  and  200  on  Mar.  1st.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  20  on  Feb.  17th.  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  June 
17th.  Tower  Bridge,  a  pair  on  July  24th  at  the  former  William  Curtis 
Ecological  Park. 


459  Twite 


E  Rainham  Marsh,  15  on  Jan.  11th,  ten  on  Feb.  2nd,  15  on  Feb.  8th  and 
five  on  Mar.  1st;  five  on  Nov.  1st,  15  on  Nov.  8th  and  15th,  and  12  in 
December  (mkd). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  two  from  Oct.  27th  to  28th,  and  a  different  bird  on 
Nov.  16th  (rbh,  jppw). 

This  species  still  remains  decidedly  scarce  away  from  the  east  London 
marshes. 
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Forty  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1946. 


Twite 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  feeding  on  dandelion  heads  on  Oct.  28th;  head  and  back  brown, 
streaked  black;  breast  and  flanks  lighter  brown  and  less  streaked,  belly  white;  bill  yellow; 
the  rump  not  seen.  The  call  described  as  ‘wheezy,  nasal’.  This  is  only  the  second  record 
for  the  London  Area  since  1924. 

(The  proximity  of  date  and  locality  to  the  1986  record  at  Bam  Elms  Res.  is  quite  fascinating  -  Ed.). 


460  Redpoll 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding,  flocks  of  100  or  more  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given.  Seven  birds  were  considered  by  the 
observers  to  have  the  characters  of  the  Mealy  Redpoll  (C.f. flam¬ 
med),  and  significantly  five  of  these  were  seen  between  Jan.  15th  and 
Apr.  20th  -  suggestive  of  small  influx  at  the  start  of  the  year. 

E  Pairs  at  Berwick  Ponds  (1),  Epping  Forest  (10),  Hainault  (10), 
Havering  (10),  South  Stifford  (4)  and  Warley  (2).  Hainault,  120  on 
Nov.  22nd. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  four  pairs.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  pairs  in  June  and 
July. 

M  East  Finchley  Station,  a  pair  on  June  20th  and  July  28th.  Enfield  golf 
course,  a  cT  on  several  dates  from  May  17th  to  June  11th  and  a  $fon 
May  21st.  Finsbury  Park,  two  on  June  10th,  one  on  June  15th. 
Hampstead  Heath,  small  numbers  throughout  the  summer.  Head¬ 
stone  Manor,  adults  and  juveniles  in  June  and  July,  maximum  18. 
Wormwood  Scrubs,  a  pair  and  a  juvenile  from  July  14th  to  Nov.  1st. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  four  on 
several  dates  from  Jan.  18th  to  May  2nd,  but  48  on  Feb.  15th. 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar.  17th  and  one  flight  singing  on  May  14th. 
St.  James’s  Park,  four  to  six  on  Feb.  3rd,  4th  and  11th.  Abbey  Road, 
NW6,  a  pair  on  Feb.  13th.  Leather  Lane,  EC1,  two  on  Feb.  10th. 
Paddington  recreation  ground,  one  or  two  from  June  26th  to  the  end 
of  August.  Priory  Road,  NW6,  one  on  Feb.  5th  and  11th.  The 
Avenue,  NW6,  one  on  May  6th,  three  on  Dec.  9th. 

K  Albany  Park,  one  on  three  dates  in  June.  Bexley,  one  on  May  12th, 
May  26th  and  June  29th.  Bromley  Common,  150+  on  Apr.  24th. 
Dartford  Heath,  a  few  probably  bred.  Forster  Park,  Catford,  one  or 
two  in  May  and  June,  may  have  bred.  Oxleas  Wood,  three  pairs. 
Scadbury  Park,  100  on  Feb.  7th.  Thamesmead,  one  singing  on  May 
20th  and  June  30th. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res. ,  three  on  May  17th,  a  male  in  June  and  July.  Dulwich 
Park,  100  on  Jan.  6th.  Mitcham  Common,  one  or  two  in  May  and 
June.  Richmond  Park,  100  on  Mar.  22nd.  Wimbledon  Common, 
nine  territories.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  six  on  Jan.  1st,  nine 
on  Jan.  21st,  eight  on  Feb.  4th,  28  on  Feb.  28th,  11  on  Mar.  7th,  26  on 
Mar.  11th  and  three  on  Oct.  12th. 

463  Crossbill 

E  Hainault  Forest,  two  on  May  13th  (gmh).  Thomdon  Park,  a  $  on 
Aug.  9th  (jmh). 

M  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  at  least  three  flew  SW  on  Sept.  28th  (cjc). 
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B  Black  Park ,  one  on  J une  3rd  (bbc)  .  Queen  Mother  Res .,16  including 
several  red  cfcf  flew  SW  on  Nov.  9th  (avm,  pn). 

K  Joydens  Wood,  two  on  July  1st  (ceb). 

S  Richmond  Park,  one  flying  over,  calling,  on  July  3rd  (dcs). 

A  typically  haphazard  set  of  records  spread  over  six  months  of  the 
year. 

467  Scarlet  Rosefinch 

H  Abbots  Langley,  a  $  /immature  in  a  garden  from  Dec.  29th  into  1987 

(BCrt). 

The  second  record  for  the  London  Area,  the  first  having  been  a 
female  trapped  and  ringed  at  Kempton  Park  in  February  1971.  This 
bird  frequented  a  garden  bird  table,  regularly  feeding  on  the  peanut 
hopper. 

469  Bullfinch 

The  largest  population  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was  11 
territories  at  Wimbledon  Common.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  on  Jan. 
1st  and  Apr.  3rd  and  subsequently.  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  on  Apr. 
8th,  three  on  Dec.  23rd.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  pair  on  Mar.  11th, 
Apr.  22nd  and  Nov.  2nd,  three  on  Nov.  15th  and  an  immature  cf 
ringed  on  Nov.  29th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  cf  Cf  on  Jan.  16th,  a  9  on  June 
2nd,  three  juveniles  on  Aug.  20th,  two  (1  cf)  on  Nov.  26th  and  five 
on  Dec.  21st. 


470  Hawfinch 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  four  in  January,  30  on  Feb.  23rd,  40  on  Mar.  9th,  ten 
on  Apr.  6th,  three  pairs  in  May,  two  pairs  in  June,  16+  on  Aug.  16th 
fcj).  Epping  Forest,  singles  on  Jan.  15th,  Feb.  8th  and  Feb.  22nd 
(mjm).  Hainault  Forest,  six  pairs  (mkd).  Roydon,  six  on  Feb.  4th, 
two  on  Feb.  6th  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  two  on  Jan.  2nd,  five  on 
Jan.  5th,  two  pairs  bred  (mkd,  ebwps). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  up  to  three  in  April,  a  juvenile  on  June  21st,  one  or 
two  on  several  dates  from  Oct.  5th  to  Dec.  31st,  but  five  on  Dec.  20th 
(tpa,  gjw).  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (tpa,  gjw).  Maple 
Cross,  one  at  Bottom  Wood  on  June  1st  (sc).  Mymmshall  Wood,  one 
on  Mar.  1st  (spp).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  on  May  26th  (tjj). 
Rickmansworth  golf  course,  a  pair  on  May  23rd  (sc).  Whippendell 
Wood,  three  on  Apr.  26th,  one  on  May  24th  (cl,  mgt).  Wormley 
Wood,  one  on  Apr.  4th,  two  on  Apr.  25th,  a  pair  carrying  nest 
material  and  another  agitated  pair  in  May,  two  on  June  9th  (ks/i). 
M  Downe  Barns  Farm,  one  on  Jan.  5th  (rdnhs).  Highgate  Wood,  one 
on  Jan.  2nd  (nm£?) .  Queen’s  Wood,  Hornsey,  a  cf  on  May  6th  (nmc). 
Staines,  a  cf  in  St.  Mary’s  churchyard  on  Apr.  21st  (mjw). 

K  High  Elms,  four  on  Apr.  26th,  one  pair  probably  bred  (brg). 
Lullingstone  Park,  five  on  Mar.  29th  (sjg).  Orpington,  one  on  Sept. 
22nd  and  28th  (brg).  Pratt’s  Bottom,  one  on  Mar.  2nd  (brg).  West 
Wickham,  one  on  Feb.  12th  and  13th  (gd n). 

S  Bookham  Common ,  one  to  four  on  four  dates  from  Feb .  2nd  to  Mar . 
1st,  ten  on  Mar.  9th  and  15th,  14  on  Mar.  28th  and  four  on  May  18th 
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(dab,  res).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (bm), 
and  three  on  Aug.  30th  (drw,  mrw). 

1985  Additional  Record 
S  Colley  Hill,  one  on  Dec.  29th  (gwjh). 

493  Lapland  Bunting 


E  Fairlop,  one  on  Oct.  18th  and  Nov.  2nd  and  22nd  (cg n).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  1st;  one  on  Nov.  1st  and  two  on  Dec.  6th  which 
stayed  into  1987  (mkd). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  $  on  Feb.  6ih  and  7th  (gmh  et  al.). 

Recorded  now  for  four  years  in  succession,  and  for  three  years  in 
succession  in  the  autumn  at  Fairlop.  There  have  now  been  at  least  19 
records;  the  sightings  at  the  end  of  the  year  reflected  high  counts 
along  the  east  coast  of  Britain. 


494  Snow  Bunting 

E  Rainham,  two  from  January  to  March  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res., 
one  on  Nov.  3rd  (pf,  adll).  West  Thurrock,  a  $  on  Jan.  25th  and 
Feb.  22nd  (mkd,  rbh). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  on  six  dates  from  Jan.  1st  to  Feb.  13th,  one 
on  Feb.  8th  and  Mar.  13th  (mo).  See  comment  under  Queen  Mother 
Res.  below. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  two  $  $  which  had  been  present  at  the  end  of 
1985  were  present  on  many  dates  from  Jan.  2nd  to  Feb.  16th  and 
visited  Wraysbury  Res.  from  time  to  time  as  recorded  above.  A  third 
was  seen  on  Feb.  11th  (cl)  and  one  only  on  Feb.  18th,  20th  and  Mar. 
1st  (mo). 

S  Molesey  Heath,  an  immature  cf  from  Feb.  8th  to  27th  (ml,  sjs  etal.). 
As  in  1985,  another  exceptionally  good  spread  of  records. 


496  Yellowhammer 

Numbers  only  reached  100  at  Bromley  Common  on  Jan.  25th.  The 
next  largest  gathering  was  on  the  same  date,  70  at  a  roost  at  Rye 
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Meads  S.F.  and  a  similar  number  was  seen  at  Hatfield  on  Jan.  18th. 
There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 


506  Reed  Bunting 

Records  of  fifty  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  70  on  Jan.  25th,  100  on  Feb.  8th,  120  on  Nov.  1st, 
140  on  Nov.  2nd  and  100  in  December. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  50  on  Apr.  1st  and  10th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  75  at  roost 
on  Jan.  4th. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  9  on  Feb.  6th  and  a  cf  on  Sept.  18th. 
S  Beddington  S.F.,  250  on  Feb.  15th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
present  in  the  breeding  season,  success  unknown. 

509  Black-headed  Bunting 

E  Bromley-by-Bow,  an  adult  cf  on  Aug.  24th  (lpp). 

This  is  the  first  record  for  the  London  Area;  1985  was  a  good  year  for 
this  species  in  Britain  -  nevertheless  the  escape  possibility  remains 
high.  Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

510  Corn  Bunting 

Records  of  fifty  or  more  and  breeding  season  distribution  are  given. 
There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  and  Belhus  Wood,  25  singing  cfcf.  Fairlop,  15-20 
singing  cfcf;  70  on  Sept.  17th.  North  Ockendon,  seven  to  eight 
singing  cf  Cf .  Rainham  Marsh,  eight  singing  cf  Cf ;  50  on  Feb.  8th,  100 
on  Mar.  1st  and  50  on  Nov.  28th. 

H  Maple  Cross,  170  on  Feb.  23rd.  Singing  cf  Cf  were  noted  during  the 
period  May  to  July  at  Batlers  Green  (2),  Bell  Lane  G.P.,  Coopers 
Green,  Chiswell  Green  (3),  Cole  Green,  Parkbury  (2)  and  Shenley- 
bury  (5). 

M  Harmondsworth,  two  pairs  on  June  14th.  Shepperton,  singing  cf  cf 
at  three  sites.  Osterley  Park,  probably  bred.  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  one 
singing  on  July  19th.  South  Harefield,  one  singing  on  Apr.  20th  and 
several  subsequent  dates.  Springwell,  65  on  Jan.  25th  and  70  on  Mar. 
9th. 

B  Iver  Heath,  three  singing  on  June  2nd.  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one 
singing  on  May  16th. 

K  Chelsneld,  four  singing  cfcf  on  Apr.  27th.  Crayford  Marsh,  two 
singing  from  April  onwards.  Dartford  Marsh,  four,  one  singing,  on 
May  24th.  Swanscombe,  two  singing  at  Broadness  on  May  5th. 


Appendix  I 

The  following  records  relate  to  birds  of  captive  origin. 

49  Bean  Goose 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  from  Feb.  17th  to  Apr.  13th  (adw).  Nazeing,  the  same  bird  on  Feb. 
28th  (adw). 

51  White-fronted  Goose 

H  Maple  Cross  fields,  one  on  Jan.  1st,  3rd  and  Feb.  15th  (avm,  cl).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on 
Apr.  24th,  27th,  May  25th,  28th  and  June  7th  (hb,  trdh,  art). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  24th  (gar).  Springwell  Lake,  one  on  May  10th  (cl). 
Shepperton  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  9th  (sbr). 
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50  Pink-footed  Goose 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  9th  and  13th  (br).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  May  10th  (gjw). 
Maple  Cross  fields,  singles  during  January  and  on  Feb.  15th  (cl,  avm).  Stocker’s  Lake, 
one  on  Jan.  3rd,  from  Mar.  20th  into  Apnl  and  on  Aug.  30th  (hb,  rrd,  cl).  West  Hyde, 
one  on  Jan  4th  (rbh). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  15th,  Sept.  28th,  Aug.  4th,  14th  and  Dec.  20th  (avm  et 
ai). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  19th,  was  very  tame  (rjs,  jppw). 

52  Lesser  White-fronted  Goose 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  21st  (pf,  pl),  remained  into  1987. 

54  Snow  Goose 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  (blue-phase)  on  Aug.  28th  (igj).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one 
from  late  August  to  Sept.  14th  (mo).  Littleton  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (pn).  Queen  Mary 
Res. ,  one  flew  E  with  Canada  Geese  on  Aug.  30th  (rbh,  avm! .  Shepperton  G. P. ,  one  on 
Jan.  9th,  16th  and  Feb.  19th,  and  a  blue-phase  on  Jan.  29th  (sbr).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  19th  (mo). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  (blue-phase)  on  Dec.  1st  (cl). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  24th,  25th,  28th  and  Mar.  1st  to  2nd  (rbh,  djl,  jppw).  Near 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  12th  (dgaj).  Walton  Res.,  one  (blue-phase)  on 
Dec.  2nd  (cl). 

56  Barnacle  Goose 

E  Fairlop ,  up  to  nine  from  Sept .  7th  to  Oct .  8th  (cgai)  .  Fishers  Green ,  one  pair  hatched  four 
young,  but  these  did  not  reach  adulthood;  up  to  six  in  April,  four  in  May  and  two  in 
December.  Nazeing,  two  on  Dec.  23rd  (adw).  Walthamstow  Res. ,  present  all  year,  with 
peaks  of  seven  on  May  17th  and  Nov.  23rd  (jf,  pl  et  al.). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  four  from  February  to  March  (br,  gjw).  Maple  Cross  fields,  one  or  two  in 
January  (mo).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  June  14th  (dc).  West  Hyde,  one  on  Jan.  4th,  Feb. 
9th  and  15th  (rbh,  avm). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  singles  on  dates  in  January,  February,  March  and  June  (mo).  Bushy 
Park,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  (sjs).  Osterley  Park,  five  from  Dec.  8th  to  19th  (dgh). 
Tottenham,  two  flew  E  on  May  19th  (pl).  Wood  Green  Res. ,  one  from  Aug.  27th  to  Sept. 
1st  (apbr). 

B  Horton  G .  P . ,  an  immature  on  Feb .  17th  and  eight  on  Mar .  2nd  (igj  ,  cl)  .  Tilehouse  G .  P . , 
one  on  Feb.  8th  (cl).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  Jan.  1st  and  eight  on  Feb.  23rd  (lgf, 
rbh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  17th,  18th  and  Sept.  14th  (rbh,  jppw).  Gatton  Lake,  seven 
on  Mar.  27th  and  Apr.  1st  (fmk).  Kew  Gardens,  one  all  year,  but  two  from  June  to 
September  (rbh). 

1985  Additional  Records 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  18th  and  21st  (cl). 

B  Black  Park,  one  on  Oct.  12th  (cl). 

This  goose  is  now  reaching  a  stage  that  both  Canada  Goose  and  Greylag  Goose  have 
passed  through  in  years  gone  by.  The  first  breeding  record  is  a  sure  sign  that  this  species  is 
here  to  stay,  albeit  originating  from  feral  stock;  flocks  of  up  to  nine  birds  now  roam 
around  with  other  mixed  species  flocks  of  geese.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  time  before  it  steps 
across  the  line  separating  feral  birds  and  those  introduced  birds,  that  are  now  accepted  as 
‘wild’. 

59  Egyptian  Goose 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  pair  all  year,  reared  four  young  which  did  not  survive  (jf,  pt  et  ai). 
H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (rmrg). 

M  Ashby  Recreation  Ground,  Staines,  one  was  reported  and  photographed  in  the  Staines 
Informer  during  January,  and  seen  on  Jan.  24th  (cww).  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  on  Apr. 
lTth  to  22nd  and  Aug.  22nd  to  23rd  (sbr). 

Bar-headed  Goose 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  12th  and  May  9th  (gjw).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  May  10th 
(gjw).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  June  3rd  and  Oct.  18th  (mcrg). 

M  Bayhurst  Wood  fields,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (igj).  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  June  8th,  9th, 
July  1st,  Aug.  4th,  14th,  Oct.  12th,  Dec.  20th  and  27th  (je,  gcdj).  King  George  VI  Res., 
one  from  late  August  to  Sept.  29th  (mo).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  9th  and  15th  (rbh. 
klp). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  6th,  Nov.  12th,  21st,  Dec.  6th  and  14th  (cdrh,  rrg,  pn). 
S  Clapham  Common,  one  on  Mar.  10th  (ag). 

1985  Additional  Record 
B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  16th  (cl). 
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Ruddy  Shelduck 

Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  25th  (adll). 

Finsbury  Park,  one  on  June  15th  (pl). 

Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  15th,  16th,  25th,  July  23rd  and  24th  (bpa,  cjp,  jppw). 
Kew  Gardens,  a  9  (free-flying)  all  year  (rbh),  was  probably  the  one  seen  at  Barn  Elms. 
Wandsworth  Park,  one  on  Nov.  20th  (ag,  cjp). 

Wood  Duck 

Stocker’s  Lake,  a  cf  from  May  1st  until  ‘late  summer’  (rrd). 

River  Thames  by  Ham  Lands,  a  cf  from  Feb.  6th  to  May  12th,  from  Nov.  4th  to  10th  and 
on  Dec.  3rd  (jh,  rjh,  jq). 

Pintail 

Roydon  G.P.,  a  cf  from  January  to  April  (gjw),  was  considered  to  be  feral  in  origin. 
Town  Park,  Enfield,  a  cf  on  Oct.  14th  (rmc). 


Bahama  Pintail 


M 

S 


Kempton  Park  Res.,  two  on  May  26th  and  from  June  15th  to  July  26th  (rbh  et  al.). 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (bpa).  Lonsdale  Road  Res. ,  one  from  Jan.  22nd  to  24th 
and  on  Mar.  30th  (vh,  adt).  River  Thames  near  Hammersmith  Bridge,  one  on  Feb.  21st, 
Mar.  2nd,  26th  and  Sept.  9th  (rbh,  rsh). 

In  addition  to  the  above  birds,  the  following  escaped  species  were  also  noted  in  the 
London  Area  during  1986  (full  details  are  retained  on  the  Society’s  record  cards). 


Black  Swan 

Greater  Magellan  Goose 
Australian  Shelduck 
Chiloe  Wigeon 


Ringed  Teal 
Budgerigar 
Blue  Magpie 
Cockatiel 


Appendix  II 

The  following  records  relate  to  hybrids. 

Canada  Goose  x  Barnacle  Goose 

S  Kew  Gardens,  two  full-winged  birds  from  January  to  March  and  during  December 
(rbh). 

Wigeon  x  Gadwall 

S  Walton  Res.,  a  cf  on  Dec.  27th,  had  the  body  of  a  Gadwall  but  some  Wigeon  head 
markings  (rbh). 

Wigeon  x  Mallard 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  cf  from  May  to  Sept.  9th  (pn  et  al.),  was  the  same  as  the 
individual  present  during  the  summer  of  1985. 

Mallard  x  Rosybill 

S  River  Thames  by  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  a  cf  on  Feb.  21st,  was  thought  to  have  originated  from 
Kew  Gardens  (rbh). 

Red-crested  Pochard  x  Pochard 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  cf  from  Apr.  6th  to  8th  (rjs). 

Aythya  hybrids 

H  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  a  cf  on  Feb.  4th  (Scaup  x  Tuftedl  (gjw)  and  a  cf  on  Mar.  12th  (adw). 

Stocker’s  Lake,  a  cf  from  Dec.  16th  into  1987  (rrd). 

B  Old  Slade,  a  cf  on  Dec.  18th  (Pochard  x  Tufted)  (cl). 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  and  13th  (dac,  rjs).  Carshalton  Ponds,  one  on  Mar. 
22nd.  Waddon  Ponds,  one  on  Apr.  5th  (dac).  These  records  all  refer  to  the  same  bird 
which  was  of  the  ‘Lesser  Scaup*  type  (Pochard  x  Tufted)  (dac). 

Glaucous  x  Herring  Gull 

M  Wraysbury  Res. ,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Nov.  12th  and  15th  and  an  adult  on  Nov.  20th  and 
21st  (cdrh). 

These  are  the  second  and  third  records  for  London. 
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Canary  x  Goldfinch 

S  Hersham,  one  on  Jan.  5th  (rbh). 

This  is  commonly  known  as  a  Goldfinch  mule  by  cagebird  enthusiasts,  and  is  one  of  the 
better  known  hybrids  produced  by  cross-breeding  Canaries  with  native  finches 


Collins  British  Birds.  Text  by  John  Gooders.  Paintings  by  Terence  Lambert. 
Collins,  London,  1987.  384  pages,  over  430  species  illustrated  in  colour; 
many  additional  colour  illustrations  and  line  drawings;  over  250  colour 
distribution  maps.  Paperback  £8.95. 

This  is  a  revised  and  reprinted  edition  of  a  book  that  was  first  published  in  1982.  Unfortunately 
since  the  original  edition  is  not  to  hand  I  cannot  compare  the  two. 

The  book  is  prefaced  by  several  introductory  chapters  on  Identification,  Songs  and  Calls, 
Habitats,  Nests  and  Nesting,  Food  and  Feeding,  Range  and  Distribution,  and  Migration  and 
Movements.  Each  chapter  is  written  by  a  guest  author  who  is  a  specialist  in  that  field  (T.e.  the  first 
two  chapters  are  written  by  Peter  Grant  and  Eric  Simms  respectively). 

The  main  bulk  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  species’  accounts  of  those  birds  considered  to  be  of 
‘regular  occurrence’  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  All  are  illustrated  in  colour  and  most  are  accompanied 
by  a  colour  distribution  map  depicting  the  species’  range. 

The  remaining  forty  or  so  pages  consist  of  illustrations  and  short  species  accounts  of  ‘rare’  birds, 
introduced  and  escaped  biras  as  well  as  ornamental  and  domesticated  birds.  Following  this  is  a 
section  on  where  to  watch  birds  listing  National  Nature  Reserves,  RSPB  reserves,  major  estuaries, 
bird  observatories,  major  haunts  of  rarities,  major  seabird  colonies  and  reservoirs. 

It  is,  to  my  mind,  a  classic  ‘coffee  table  book’  and  remarkably  similar  in  format  to  the  AAi  Readers 
Digest  Book  of  British  Birds  which  was  first  published  way  back  in  1969,  which  was  one  of  the  first 
books  to  be  published  with  this  sort  of  layout. 

I  suspect  that  the  last  section  has  not  been  updated  at  all,  and  it  is  particularly  disappointing  -  as  a 
London  birdwatcher  -  to  discover  that  King  George  VI  reservoir  is  described  (and  shown  on  the 
accompanying  map)  to  be  in  the  Lea  Valley.  This  is  something  of  a  blunder,  especially  considering 
the  author  was  originally  a  London  birdwatcher.  It  is  curious  to  see  that  the  Severn  estuary  has  been 
omitted  from  the  section  on  major  estuaries  -  regular  counts  of  up  to  30,000  Dunlin  each  winter 
must  rank  it  very  highly  amongst  British  estuaries,  not  to  mention  over  1,000  Black-tailed  Godwits 
in  autumn.  The  threat  to  this  site  from  the  recently  resurrected  barrage  schemes,  following  the 
Chernobyl  disaster,  only  serves  to  highlight  its  importance. 

It  is  also  puzzling  to  see  Egyptian  Goose,  Mandarin  and  Ruddy  Duck  appearing  under  the 
introduced  and  escaped  birds  section,  since  all  three  species  have  viable  populations  which  have 

K roved  to  be  self-sustaining  in  the  wild  for  many  years.  Additionally  Bufflehead  and  Hooded 
lerganser  are  grouped  with  ornamental  and  domesticated  birds  -  both  species  are  on  the  official 
British  list. 

Few  serious  birdwatchers  are  likely  to  include  this  book  in  their  libraries,  but  this  is  not  where  it 
seeks  to  find  a  market.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  good  book  for  beginners,  as  well  as  those  with  only  a 
passing  knowledge  or  interest  in  birds. 

The  illustrations  that  accompany  the  main  species  accounts  are,  by  and  large,  quite  excellent  as 
well  as  being  original  and  aesthetically  pleasing.  Those  painting  alongside  the  rare  and  scarce  birds 
towards  the  end  of  the  book,  are  not  of  the  same  calibre  but  do  provide  thumbnail  sketches  of  each 
species. 

Andrew  Moon 

Also  received:  The  Starling  by  G.  C.  J.  Feare.  Shire  Natural  History.  1985. 
£1.25.  Evenings  at  the  Coot  and  Corncrake  by  C.  Harbard.  Collins.  1986. 
£2.95. 
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Wintering  Birds  in  the  London  Area 


Part  Two: 

Raptors,  Jay 
and  Magpie 

M.  K.  Dennis 
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INTRODUCTION 

This  is  the  second  paper  in  a  series  dealing  with  the  wintering  status  and 
distribution  of  selected  species  within  the  London  Area.  The  fieldwork  was 
undertaken  in  conjunction  with  the  national  British  Trust  for  Ornithology 
(BTO)  Winter  Atlas  project  during  the  second  and  third  winters  (1982/83 
and  1983/84).  Some  pilot  work  was  done  during  the  first  BTO  winter  in 
1981/82,  and  any  outstanding  gaps  filled  during  the  1984/85  winter.  It  was 
hoped  that  a  more  detailed  analysis  could  be  made  on  a  local  level  and 
prevent  valuable  data  being  lost.  To  make  best  use  of  observer  cover,  it  was 
decided  by  the  Research  Committee  of  the  LNHS  to  ask  observers  to  cover 
as  many  different  sites  within  each  10  km  square  as  possible,  in  order  to 
include  a  wide  variety  of  habitat  types. 

In  all,  site  record  sheets  were  received  for  155  sites,. fairly  evenly  spread 
throughout  the  London  Area,  although  with  a  few  gaps  in  parts  of 
Hertfordshire  and  Essex.  A  wide  spread  of  habitat  type  was  obtained  and  is 
shown  in  Table  1.  There  was  a  bias  towards  the  more  open  wetland  habitat  - 
over  one  third  of  all  the  sites  -  while  at  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum  only  6% 
were  rural  or  farmland  sites.  Casual  records  were  received  in  each  winter, 
including  some  from  additional  sites  and  from  less  well  watched  areas.  For 
very  scarce  species  -  Hen  Harrier  for  example  -  records  of  wintering 
individuals  were  extracted  from  the  London  Bird  Reports  for  those  years. 
With  so  much  information  it  has  been  decided  to  publish  details  of  groups  of 
species.  The  first  paper  dealt  with  the  five  wintering  owls  within  the  London 
Area  (Dennis  1986).  This  paper  will  cover  the  winter  status  and  distribution 
of  the  raptors,  Jay  and  Magpie. 


Table  1.  Main  habitat  type  in  the  155  sites  in  the  winter  survey.  Figures  are  expressed  as 
percentage  of  total. 

Wetland 
Other 
Woodland 
Parkland 
Urban/suburban 
Farmland/rural 

‘Wetland’  included:  Gravel  pits,  reservoirs,  rivers  and  lakes,  wet  pasture  and  marsh. 

‘Other’  included:  Sites  with  a  wide  habitat  mixture,  wasteland,  derelict  land  and  sites  where  the  exact  habitat  type 
was  unknown. 


39 

19 
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WINTERING  RAPTORS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA 

The  fortunes  of  our  birds  of  prey  have  enjoyed  a  recent  upsurge,  and 
numbers  of  both  breeding  and  wintering  Sparrowhawks  and  Kestrels  are 
higher  now  than  at  any  time  in  the  past  30  years.  Since  the  early  1960s-  when 
both  species  were  at  a  very  low  ebb  mainly  due  to  the  use  of  organochlorine 
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pesticides  -  there  has  been  a  welcome  expansion  and  recolonisation,  first  of 
all  with  the  Kestrel  and  latterly  with  the  Sparrowhawk.  Since  the  mid-1970s 
these  resident  species  have  been  joined  by  a  third,  the  Hen  Harrier.  This 
former  scarce  passage  visitor  has  made  the  change  to  a  local  winter  resident 
at  a  few  localities  in  the  east  of  the  London  Area.  While  numbers  are  still 
small,  birds  range  widely  from  known  roost  sites  and  represent  a  new 
extension  of  winter  range  away  from  more  typical  estuarine  sites.  Future 
years  may  see  an  increase  in  wintering  numbers  of  this  species  and  two  other 
scarce  migrants,  the  Merlin  and  the  Peregrine.  A  few  sites  recorded  both 
species  during  Winter  Atlas  work  and  since  the  end  of  the  project  Merlins  in 

{>articular  appear  to  have  become  regular  winter  residents  in  at  least  two 
ocalities. 

Enough  records  were  received  for  meaningful  maps  to  be  produced  for  two 
species,  the  Sparrowhawk  and  the  Kestrel.  Apart  from  a  few  underwatched 
10  km  squares  in  west  Middlesex  and  the  northern  part  of  metropolitan 
Essex,  the  coverage  was  fairly  evenly  spread.  Additional  data  was  extracted 
from  the  London  Bird  Reports  to  produce  the  map  of  regular  wintering  Hen 
Harriers.  With  all  species  there  was  probably  much  interchange  between 
closely  neighbouring  sites.  Where  possible  these  have  been  counted  as 
different  when  separate  birds  are  known  to  have  been  present. 


Hen  Harrier 

Until  1977  the  Hen  Harrier  was  a  rare  passage  migrant  to  the  London  Area, 
most  records  occurring  between  October  and  early  January  (Chandler  and 
Osborne  1977).  There  was  a  widespread  influx  to  eastern  Britain  in  the 
1978/79  winter  (Davenport  1982)  and  at  least  two  ‘ring-tails’  wintered  in  that 
year  at  Rainham  Marsh.  In  most  years  since  then,  at  least  two  and  up  to  four 
birds  have  regularly  wintered  at  this  site,  establishing  at  least  one  permanant 
roost.  Another  more  recent  roost  may  be  in  the  process  of  becoming 
established  on  the  Kent  side  of  the  River  Thames.  During  the  Winter  Atlas 
survey,  birds  were  found  at  four  localities,  alongside  the  Thames  in  Essex 
and  Kent.  Hen  Harriers  continued  to  occupy  the  Rainham  Marsh  roost  (see 
Table  2),  and  birds  were  regularly  seen  at  nearby  sites.  This  data  and  that 
extracted  from  the  London  Bird  Reports  for  the  three  winters  1981/82  to 
1983/84  are  combined  to  produce  Fig.  1.  The  Essex  birds  ranged  north  along 
the  Ingrebourne  Valley  to  Berwick  Ponds  and  South  Hornchurch,  where 
they  hunted  over  wet  meadow  and  arable  farmland.  In  Kent  they  occupied 
similar  habitats  to  those  in  Essex  -  low  lying  Thames-side  marshes  and 
saltings  -  and  birds  were  often  seen  flying  over  the  Thames  to  roost  at 
Rainham.  Some  birds  were  occasionally  reported  away  from  these  areas,  but 
did  not  stay  more  than  a  few  days  and  are  not  mapped. 


Table  2.  Number  of  Hen  Harriers  wintering  at  Rainham  Marsh  each  year  since  1978. 


Winter 

1978/79 

1979/80 

1980/81 

1981/82* 

1982/83* 

1983/84* 

1984/85 

1985/86 

1986/87 


Birds 

2 

1 

2 

3 
2 

3+ 

4 
4 
3 


•Winter  Atlas  survey  years. 

The  totals  should  be  treated  as  minima,  and  only  include  birds  using  the  regular  roost. 
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Hen  Harrier  G  1 


Fig.  1.  Hen  Harrier, 
wintering  birds  from 
1981/82  to  1983/84. 


The  Rainham  Marsh  roosts  are  mainly  in  dense  sea  aster  that  covers  several 
dry  silt  lagoons.  When  these  are  flooded  the  birds  tend  to  move  onto  the 
more  open  ranges,  where  they  prefer  areas  of  reed  found  along  the  numerous 
dykes  and  water  courses.  Roost  sites  are  sometimes  changed  during  the 
winter,  particularly  during  severe  weather,  when  additional  birds  are  often 
present.  Birds  leave  their  roost  just  after  dawn,  tending  to  radiate  away  from 
Rainham  for  up  to  4  km  in  each  direction.  Favoured  feeding  areas  have 
included  the  South  Hornchurch  farmland  and  Dartford  Marsh  but  one  or  two 
birds  usually  hunt  for  at  least  part  of  the  day  over  the  ranges,  lagoons  and 
saltings  at  Rainham  itself.  The  birds  begin  to  return  to  Rainham  about  one 
hour  before  dusk,  and  appear  to  have  regular  flight  lines  low  over  the 
Thames  from  the  Kent  side  and  along  the  Ingrebourne  Valley  from  the 
Berwick  Ponds  area.  Depending  on  the  weather,  birds  hunt  well  into  the 
evening,  and  some  competition  with  Short-eared  Owls  may  occur  at  this 
time.  Wintering  individuals  arrive  in  late  September  or  e'arly  October  and 
take  about  two  weeks  to  settle  into  their  roost.  During  this  time  passage  birds 
may  be  present  and  roost  sites  are  often  changed  and  birds  may  even  roost  on 
a  temporary  basis  elsewhere  -  at  Berwick  Ponds  for  example.  Return  passage 
and  departure  is  usually  in  mid- April,  but  birds  have  lingered  well  into  May 
recently.  Females  or  ‘ring-tails’  outnumber  males,  but  appearances  of  the 
latter  have  been  increasing  in  recent  years,  particularly  in  hard  weather.  It  is 
probable  that  some  of  the  birds  are  the  same  individuals  re-appearing  in 
subsequent  years.  Numbers  of  wintering  Hen  Harriers  have  increased  in 
neighbouring  Essex  during  the  past  ten  years.  During  the  mid-1960s  only 
four  or  five  birds  wintered,  but  following  a  marked  influx  in  early  1979  more 
than  usual  were  seen.  Wintering  numbers  in  subsequent  years  have  remained 
high,  with  an  average  of  over  20  and  several  roosts  containing  six  or  more 
birds  (Cox  1984). 

Sparrowhawk 

Tliere  has  been  a  welcome  increase  in  wintering  numbers  in  the  London  Area 
since  about  1975  and  this  has  no  doubt  contributed  to  the  subsequent 
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recovery  of  the  breeding  population  to  at  least  31  pairs  by  1984.  At  the  time 
of  the  London  Breeding  Atlas  it  was  only  recorded  in  c.40  tetrads,  the  vast 
majority  in  Surrey  (Montier  1977).  In  the  following  three  years  both 
breeding  and  wintering  numbers  remained  low,  particularly  in  Essex  and 
parts  of  Kent.  By  the  late  1970s  a  slow  improvement  was  underway  and  by 
1980  many  former  breeding  sites  in  eastern  England  had  been  reoccupied 
(Newton  and  Haas  1984).  The  National  Winter  Atlas  showed  a  much 
healthier  distribution  across  southeast  England,  and  the  London  Area 
breeding  population  continued  to  grow  during  the  early  1980s  (see  Table  3). 

Table  3.  Number  of  Sparrowhawk  pairs  recorded  in  the  London  Area  1976-1985. 

Years  1976  1977  1978  1979  1  980  1  981  1982  1983  1984  1985 

Total  pairs  9  5  7  12  17+  17+  11+  14  31  20+ 

The  totals  should  be  regarded  as  minima,  particularly  for  the  years  since  1980.  In  1984  the  vigilance  of  one  observer 
in  Surrey  was  responsible  for  the  majority  of  sightings  in  that  county. 

Our  Winter  Sites  project  revealed  38  sites  with  wintering  Sparrowhawks  - 
about  24%  of  the  total  -  much  higher  than  expected.  Over  one  third  were  in 
Surrey,  particularly  in  the  southwest,  but  smaller  concentrations  were  found 
in  west  Hertfordshire,  Middlesex  and  parts  of  south  Essex.  Very  few  were 
seen  in  Kent,  but  since  the  end  of  the  survey,  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
both  wintering  and  breeding  numbers  (K.  H.  Palmer pers.  comm.).  Most  of 
the  38  sites  held  both  wintering  Sparrowhawk  and  Kestrel,  but  at  least  two 
sites  (both  well  wooded)  only  recorded  Sparrowhawk.  There  was  however 
no  evidence  of  any  direct  competition  between  the  two  species.  Although 
rather  elusive  at  times,  the  distribution  and  numbers  recorded  during  the 
present  survey  indicate  a  continued  improvement  in  the  population  since  the 
mid-1960s. 


Fig.  2.  Sparrow- 
hawk,  wint 
birds  from  198 
1983/84. 


TL  0 
TQ 


8 


ng 

2  to 

'O 

+  V 

XL 

/. 

V 

-  T 

J\i 

/• 

f  • 

i. 

L 

. 

t  V 

N  • 

3  4 


Sparrowhawk  #  1  2+ 

Wintering  Sparrowhawks  appear  to  occur  in  a  much  wider  habitat  mix  than 
at  other  times  of  the  year.  In  winter,  females  tend  to  move  out  of  the  more 
favoured  breeding  woodland/hedgerow  habitat  into  more  open  countryside. 
The  smaller  males  remain  for  the  most  part  near  their  breeding  territories 
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(Lack  1986).  This  is  reflected  in  the  present  survey  -  nearly  three  quarters  of 
the  sites  being  open  or  wetland  habitats,  and  only  22%  being  predominantly 
woodland  sites  (see  Table  4).  Birds  were  usually  recorded  singly,  with 
slightly  more  females  than  males.  A  few  sites  held  at  least  two  wintering 
individuals,  but  birds  did  tend  to  range  widely  in  certain  areas  resulting  in 
possible  duplication  of  results.  Some  of  our  wintering  birds  may  move  into 
the  area  from  the  north  and  east  -  including  Scandinavia  (Cramp  and 
Simmons  1980)  -  but  there  is  little  direct  evidence  of  this.  Certainly  passage 
birds  in  March  and  October  move  straight  through  the  London  Area,  and 
most  of  our  wintering  birds  are  probably  derived  from  the  slowly  increasing 
local  population. 

Table  4.  Distribution  by  habitat  of  Sparrowhawks  in  winter,  1981/82  to 
1983/84. 


Wetland 

48% 

Other 

26% 

Woodland 

22% 

Suburban 

4% 

Kestrel 

This  species  has  also  recovered  well  from  a  serious  decline  in  the  1950s  and  is 
now  our  most  familiar  raptor  found  right  across  the  London  Area.  The 
London  Breeding  Atlas  recorded  breeding  in  233  tetrads  and  probable 
breeding  in  144,  about  44%  of  the  London  Area  (Montier  1977).  Nearly  100 
breeding  pairs  were  reported  in  1967  (Montier  1968),  the  majority  being  in 
Surrey  and  Middlesex,  with  relatively  few  in  the  rural  parts  of  Essex  and 
Kent.  Since  1972,  Kestrels  have  extended  their  range  right  into  the  centre  of 
London  and  into  a  variety  of  urban  and  suburban  sites  throughout  the 
capital.  As  a  conspicuous  species,  it  was  recorded  in  74%  of  sites  during  the 
Winter  Atlas  survey,  spread  fairly  evenly  throughout  the  London  Area  (see 
Fig.  3).  The  notable  gaps  -  west  Middlesex  and  north  Essex  for  example  -  are 


Fig.  3.  Kestrel, 
wintering  birds  from 
1981/82  to  1983/84. 
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due  mainly  to  lack  of  coverage.  However  some  individuals  can  be  easily 
overlooked  -  particularly  in  dense  woodland  or  in  heavily  built  up  areas  -  and 
the  winter  population,  therefore,  is  probably  more  extensive  than  indicated. 

The  Kestrel  tolerates  a  wider  range  of  habitat  type  than  the  Sparrowhawk, 
and  will  occur  in  almost  any  open  area  suitable  for  hovering  and  hunting  (see 
Table  5).  Wooded  areas  are  less  important  in  winter,  while  areas  of  farmland 
and  rough  pasture  are  the  most  attractive  sites  for  Kestrels  at  this  time  of 
year.  In  favoured  localities  it  is  found  in  some  numbers  -  with  up  to  ten  at 
both  Beddington  S.F.  and  Rainham  Marsh  for  example.  Here  birds  hold 
regular  hunting  territories  spaced  out  across  the  open  land,  these  are  usually 
established  in  late  August  when  numbers  are  high  (see  Table  6).  Most  sites 
only  recorded  single  birds,  however  nearly  one  third  held  two  or  more  and 
22%  also  held  wintering  Sparrowhawk.  There  is  little  if  any  direct 
competition  between  the  two  species,  as  their  hunting  methods  are  so 
different.  However  some  competition  has  been  observed  between  Kestrels, 
Short-eared  Owls  and  Hen  Harriers,  where  all  three  occur  in  numbers  at 
Rainham  Marsh.  This  ‘natural’  competition  has  little  effect  on  overall 
numbers  or  hunting  range.  The  effects  of  direct  competition  by  large 
numbers  of  falconer’s  birds  -  mainly  Goshawk  and  Peregrine  -  is  more 
drastic.  In  at  least  three  areas  the  activities  of  falconers  have  reduced,  if  only 
on  a  temporary  basis,  the  number  of  wintering  Kestrels  by  about  two  thirds 
(see  Table  6)  with  only  a  slow  subsequent  recovery. 


Table  5.  Distribution  by  habitat  of  Kestrels  in  winter,  1981/82  to  1983/84. 


Wetland 

46% 

Woodland 

16% 

Other 

15% 

Suburban 

8% 

Farm 

7% 

Parkland 

6% 

Miscellaneous 

2% 

Table  6.  Number  of  Kestrels  at  Rainham  Marsh,  August  to  December  1986. 

Month  August  September  October  November  December 

Week  12341234123412341234 

Total  birds  9  13  18  17  9  6  7  9  5  7  6*  5*  3*  2*  3*  2*  6  5*  4  5 

Maxima  for  each  week  given. 

’Indicates  at  least  four  falconers  present  for  most  of  day. 

Invertebrates  probably  make  up  a  large  proportion  of  the  diet  of  young 
Kestrels  during  the  winter  (Shrubb  1980)  supplemented  by  small  mammals 
(especially  voles)  and  small  birds  (Cramp  and  Simmons  1980).  In  areas  of 
good  feeding,  hunting  will  take  place  well  into  the  evening  even  in  quite  poor 
light.  The  Kestrel  has  also  taken  to  the  new  grass  verge  habitat  created  by 
motorways.  This  is  particularly  noticeable  along  the  whole  route  of  the  M25 
motorway,  with  birds  often  occurring  every  kilometre  or  so  in  places.  As 
these  sightings  are  made  at  random,  they  are  not  mapped,  but  probably  do 
extend  the  distribution  of  the  species  into  some  of  the  gaps  in  the  map  (see 
Fig.  3). 

Most  British  Kestrels  remain  near  their  breeding  territories  for  most  of  the 
winter  and  any  short  distance  dispersal  in  late  autumn  usually  involves 
juvenile  birds  (Cramp  and  Simmons  1980).  Some  of  the  Kestrels  wintering  in 
the  London  Area  may  be  birds  from  northern  Britain  and  eastern  Europe, 
but  direct  evidence  of  this  is  lacking.  Numbers  remain  fairly  constant  during 
the  winter  with  the  birds  quickly  establishing  hunting  territories  in  most 
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areas.  Hard  weather  does  not  appear  to  affect  either  the  number  of  birds  or 
their  distribution,  although  birds  tend  to  spend  more  time  hunting  in  harsh 
conditions  and  hunting  may  be  seen  more  frequently  in  marginal  habitats  -  in 
heavily  built  up  Inner  London  for  example. 

The  recovery  of  the  Kestrel  as  both  a  breeding  and  wintering  species  in  the 
London  Area  has  largely  been  due  to  improvements  in  the  use  of  agricultural 

f)esticides  since  the  late  1950s  and  the  more  enlightened  attitude  of 
andowners.  There  is  however,  continued  persecution  in  some  areas  by 
illegal  shooting  and  trapping. 


JAY  AND  MAGPIE 

Jay 

Although  shy  and  easily  overlooked  in  areas  of  low  density,  the  Jay  was 
found  in  64  of  sites  in  the  Winter  Atlas  survey.  This  can  be  compared  with 
the  London  Breeding  Atlas  which  recorded  Jays  present  in  74%  of  tetrads 
covered  (Montier  1977).  However  most  of  the  present  survey  sites  consisted 
of  mainly  unsuitable  habitat  (see  Table  1),  and  so  the  figure  of  about  100  sites 
represents  a  slight  increase  in  the  population  since  the  Breeding  Atlas  years. 
As  the  Jay  is  largely  confined  to  woodland  or  suitable  areas  with  trees,  even 
outside  the  breeding  season,  the  maps  have  been  averaged  to  show  the  mean 
population  for  each  10  km  square  with  the  LNHS  recording  area.  Where 
coverage  was  absent  -  in  parts  of  west  London  and  north  Essex  for  example  - 
the  maps  show  a  lower  average  than  was  probably  present  (Fig.  4). 


Fig.  4.  Jay,  wintering 
birds  from  1981/82  to 
1983/84. 
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Most  sites  recorded  small  numbers,  usually  up  to  five,  and  these  were 
mostly  in  parkland  and  woodland  sites.  Much  smaller  numbers  were  found  in 
suburban  areas,  mainly  areas  with  large  gardens  or  open  spaces  nearby  and 
very  few  were  seen  in  predominantly  wetland  areas.  The  distribution  across 
London  is  now  a  little  more  extensive,  with  the  birds  being  found  in  small 
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numbers  to  north  of  the  Thames,  east  of  London,  where  they  were 
under-recorded  during  the  London  Breeding  Atlas.  Largest  numbers 
continue  to  be  reported  from  the  well  wooded  parts  of  Surrey  and  Kent  and 
in  the  wooded  belt  of  central  Essex  from  Epping  Forest  to  Thorndon  Park. 
Relatively  small  numbers  were  found  in  Herts,  and  parts  of  Middlesex,  but 
good  numbers  occurred  in  some  of  the  larger  Inner  London  parks. 

Acorns  form  an  important  part  of  the  Jay’s  diet,  particularly  in  winter,  and 
the  birds  will  often  spend  large  amounts  of  time  during  the  autumn  collecting 
and  burying  acorns  to  set  against  hard  weather  conditions  during  the  winter. 
While  our  local  Jays  are  probably  rather  sedentary,  not  moving  more  than  a 
few  kilometres,  food  shortages  in  parts  of  eastern  Europe  can  cause  long 
distance  movements  into  S.E.  England.  One  such  movement  occurred  in  the 
autumn  of  0.983  (John  and  Roskell  1985)  and  higher  numbers  were 
subsequently  present  in  the  London  Area  throughout  the  1983/84  winter. 
Most  of  the  large  concentrations  moved  through,  including  parties  of  50  at 
Hainault  and  Havering  in  October,  and  there  were  many  reports  of  small 
numbers  flying  over  heavily  built  up  areas.  Slightly  higher  numbers  were 
recorded  wintering  in  the  1983/84  winter,  but  there  was  no  significant 
increase  in  the  breeding  population  in  1984  to  suggest  that  these  extra  birds 
were  anything  but  lingering  immigrants.  A  widespread  failure  of  the  acorn 
crop  in  the  summer  of  1983  was  believed  to  have  been  responsible  for  this 
dramatic  influx  during  the  autumn  of  1983. 

Magpie 

A  conspicious  and  noisy  bird,  particularly  in  winter  months,  the  Magpie, 
unlike  its  relative  the  Jay,  was  easily  observed  during  the  Winter  Atlas  work 
and  recorded  in  over  90%  of  sites -41  of  which  recorded  Magpie  alone.  That 
it  has  increased  markedly  in  the  London  Area  since  the  London  Breeding 
Atlas  of  1968-72  is  reflected  in  the  large  roosting  concentrations  now 
reported  from  many  parts  of  the  London  Area  -  despite  continued 
persecutions  in  some  well  keepered  areas. 

It  was  found  throughout  the  London  Area,  including  Inner  London  and 
the  suburbs,  and  was  absent  only  from  a  few  rural  sites  and  areas  of  heavy 
industry.  With  so  much  data  -  often  several  visits  per  site  per  year  -  the 
average  number  per  site  in  each  10  km  square  has  been  mapped  (see  Fig.  5). 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  greatest  density  occurs  in  the  well  wooded  parts  of 
Essex,  Surrey  and  the  western  borders  of  the  London  Area.  As  with  the  Jay 
some  areas  recording  few  Magpies  -  parts  of  Middlesex  for  example  -  had 
below  average  coverage.  In  other  localities  -  north  Essex  and  parts  of  Kent  - 
the  high  levels  of  keepered  land  may  have  had  some  influence  in  the  overall 
numbers  recorded  in  these  areas.  In  the  early  1970s,  at  the  time  of  the 
London  Breeding  Atlas,  the  Magpie  appeared  to  be  absent  from  much  of 
east  London,  the  lower  Lea  valley  and  the  suburbs  and  rural  areas  of  south 
Essex  (Montier  1977).  The  Winter  Atlas  map  shows  that  the  Magpie  has 
increased  in  this  latter  area  since  the  mid-1970s.  It  is  still  rather  scarce  along 
the  Thames  west  of  Rainham  and  Erith  although  it  has  occurred  in  some 
numbers  at  Thamesmead  in  recent  years. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  Magpie  population  in  the  last  25 
years,  with  considerable  expansion  into  suburban  areas.  Winter  roosts  of 
over  20  birds  are  now  much  more  frequent  than  20  years  ago,  with  11  sites 
recording  30  or  more  in  1983.  Winter  Atlas  records  of  over  20  birds  came 
from  19  sites,  including  sizeable  concentrations  of  over  30  at  Beddington  S.F. 
and  Hainault.  In  the  latter  area  the  roost  had  risen  to  well  over  100  by 
1985/86.  This  followed  a  rise  in  the  breeding  population  from  only  six  pairs  in 
1965  to  about  20-30  pairs  by  the  mid-1980s  (Dennis  1987).  This  large  roost 
was  in  an  area  of  hawthorn  scrub,  the  birds  arriving  shortly  before  dusk  and 
engaging  in  much  calling  and  flying  around,  before  settling  down  for  the 
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Fig.  5.  Magpie, 
wintering  birds  from 
1981/82  to  1983/84. 
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night.  At  Rainham  Marsh  the  Magpie  was  unknown  even  as  a  visitor  until  the 
mid-1970s,  since  then  two  pairs  bred  each  year  until  the  end  of  that  decade 
(Dennis  1982).  A  dramatic  increase  occurred  during  the  early  1980s  - 
including  the  Winter  Atlas  years  -  to  well  over  six  pairs  by  1986  and  winter 
roost  concentrations  rose  to  well  over  30  in  the  1986/87  winter.  This  increase 
in  the  breeding  and  wintering  population  appears  to  be  continuing.  A 
concentration  of  60  was  recorded  at  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  in  January  1984 
and  roosts  of  50  were  present  at  Thamesmead  and  Mitcham  Common  also 
early  in  1984.  It  is  also  recorded  with  increasing  frequency  in  the  Inner 
London  parks  and  larger  squares,  although  it  is  still  rather  uncommon  in  the 
less  suitable  parts  of  Inner  London.  * 

Adult  Magpies  tend  to  remain  in  their  territories  throughout  the  year, 
rarely  moving  more  than  1  km.  Young  birds  spend  most  of  their  time  in  a 
loose  flock,  again  keeping  within  1  km  of  the  natal  area  (Lack  1986).  Hard 
weather  appears  to  do  little  more  than  concentrate  some  of  these  wandering 
flocks  into  areas  with  an  adequate  food  supply  or  suitable  roost  sites.  That  so 
many  now  occur  in  parts  of  the  London  Area  in  winter  is  indicative  of  how 
mucn  the  Magpie  has  increased  during  the  last  two  decades. 
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The  Birds  of  Alexandra  Park  and 
Wood  Green  Reservoir 

N.  B.  Bowman 


INTRODUCTION 

The  study  area  is  situated  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  North  London  Heights*  in 
the  London  Borough  of  Haringey.  It  is  of  interest  both  for  its  varied  habitats 
and  particularly  for  its  strategic  location  for  passage  migrants. 

This  paper  gives  an  account  of  the  birdlife  of  the  Park  and  Reservoir  during 
the  penoa  from  1970  to  1986.  A  few  older  records  exist  and  where  these  may 
be  of  interest  they  are  given,  as  are  a  number  of  1987  records.  Over  the 
period  of  the  study  the  observer  effort  has  fluctuated,  this  is  most  noticeable 
in  respect  to  the  recording  of  passage  migration.  There  has  however  been  an 
attempt  to  concentrate  effort  on  the  logging  of  passage  migrants  during  the 
period  from  1980-1986. 

Excluding  obvious  escapes  138  species  have  been  recorded  and  of  these  53 
have  been  recorded  as  breeding  or  probably  breeding. 

STUDY  AREA 

The  study  area  consists  of  Alexandra  Park,  Wood  Green  Reservoir  and 
Hornsey  Pumping  Station,  the  residential  properties  that  adjoin  the  Park  and 
the  grounds  oi  the  Red  Cross  on  Muswell  Hill.  The  study  area  can  be  divided 
into  a  number  of  different  habitats,  which  are  best  illustrated  by  reference  to 
the  accompanying  map  (Fig.  1).  There  is  free  public  access  within  the  Park 
though  of  course  not  the  surrounding  properties.  Although  there  is  no  public 
access  to  the  Reservoir  or  Pumping  Station  public  footpaths  provide 

adequate  views  of  almost  all  the  area. 

* 

HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 

Alexandra  Palace  was  conceived  in  the  1860s  as  a  North  London  equivalent 
to  the  then  highly  successful  Crystal  Palace.  It  was  built  on  what  had 
previously  been  farmland.  The  Park  was  opened  in  1863  as  an  area  of 
landscaped  parkland  which  included  exotic  trees  and  ornamental  lakes.  The 
first  Palace,  which  had  been  built  in  1866,  was  finally  opened  to  the  public  in 
1873.  The  original  Palace  burnt  down  in  the  year  of  its  opening  and  a  new 
Palace  was  built  on  the  same  site  and  opened  in  1875.  The  Palace  and  Park 
passed  into  public  ownership  in  1901  and  eventually  into  the  hands  of 
Haringey  Council  on  January  1st  1980.  On  July  10th  1980  the  second  Palace 
was  severely  damaged  by  fire. 

The  two  other  historically  important  features  within  the  Park  are  the 
Blandford  Hall  and  the  Racecourse.  The  Blandford  Hall  was  a  banqueting 
hall  built  in  1864  and  burnt  down  in  1970,  after  the  fire  the  site  was  levelled 
and  left  to  be  naturally  recolonised.  The  Racecourse  was  opened  in  1868  and 
closed  in  1968,  the  fences  and  buildings  had  been  removed  by  1971.  The 
removal  of  these  fences  allowed  free  public  access  to  some  of  the 
omithologically  most  interesting  areas,  particularly  the  Conservation  Area 
and  Reservoir. 

*  The  North  London  Heights  is  a  ridge  of  high  land  running  across  north  London  from  Hampstead 
in  the  west  to  Alexandra  Park  in  the  east. 
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Fig.  1.  Map  of  Alexandra  Park  and  Wood  Green  Reservoir  Study  Area. 
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The  Reservoir  and  Pumping  Station  were  built  in  the  mid-nineteenth 
century  and  are  fed  by  the  New  River.  The  New  River  is  an  artificial  river 
some  twenty  miles  long  which  brings  water  from  Hertfordshire  to  this  site 
and  also  to  Stoke  Newington  Reservoir. 


HABITATS 

The  habitats  within  the  study  area  are  totally  man  made.  The  first  major 
habitat  comprises  the  disused  racecourse,  the  Cricket  Club,  the  Newlands 
and  Redston  Road  Playing  Fields  which  is  made  up  of  large  treeless  areas  of 
tight  mown  grass.  This  area  runs  along  the  base  of  the  hill  and  is  the  only 
extensive  area  of  flat  land  within  the  Park. 

Much  of  the  rest  of  the  Park,  that  is  the  south  and  east  faces  of  the  hill  and 
the  Grove,  is  made  up  of  classic  parkland,  with  a  mixture  of  grass  areas  with 
scattered  trees.  There  has  in  recent  years  been  a  policy  of  extensive  tree 
planting  in  some  of  these  areas,  particularly  along  the  south  and  south-east 
faces  of  the  hill. 

Omithologically  some  of  the  most  interesting  features  are  provided  by 
relatively  small  areas  of  scrub  and  woodland.  The  best  examples  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Conservation  Area  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  Park,  the  site  of  the 
Old  Blandford  Hall  and,  until  it  was  recently  destroyed  to  make  way  for  a  car 
park  (in  1985),  the  site  of  the  old  stables.  The  scrub  has  developed  in  these 
areas  either  after  the  demolition  of  buildings,  as  in  the  case  of  the  stables  and 
Blandford  Hall,  or  as  a  result  of  the  cessation  of  management  in  the  case  of 
the  Conservation  Area.  The  Blandford  Hall  site  is  of  particular  interest  due 
to  the  dry  stony  nature  of  the  ground  after  the  levelling  of  the  remains  of  the 
old  hall.  This  stony  soil  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  heavy  London  Clay  of  the 
majority  of  the  study  area  and  has  been  colonised  by  a  mixture  of  silver  birch 
and  buddleia,  making  it  a  unique  area  within  the  Park.  The  Conservation 
Area  was  created  as  a  result  of  public  pressure  in  1981.  This  area  which 
largely  covers  an  abandoned  rifle  range  had  originally  been  designated  by  the 
Council  for  a  car  park,  but  now  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  manage  it  more 
sympathetically.  There  is  no  large  area  of  woodland  within  the  Park  but  a  few 
small  areas  of  mature  trees  with  a  well  developed  ground  layer  exist, 
particularly  within  the  Conservation  Area  and  the  grounds  of  the  Red  Cross. 

A  very  conspicuous  feature  in  the  Park  is  the  semi-derelict  Palace  itself. 
Situated  on  top  of  the  hill  it  covers  eight  acres  and  is  an  important  breeding 
site  for  a  number  of  species. 

There  are  three  bodies  of  water  in  the  study  area.  The  Reservoir  is  by  far 
the  most  important  holding  the  majority  of  the  wintering  duck,  unfortunately 
both  the  Reservoir  and  its  Filter  Beds  have  well  tended  banks  which  results  in 
little  breeding  success  for  the  resident  waterfowl.  The  Boating  Pond, 
although  suffering  from  disturbance  by  fishermen  and  boating,  is  a  valuable 
site.  The  island  is  wooded  and  supports  good  numbers  of  breeding 
waterfowl.  Lastly,  since  1981  there  has  been  a  small  natural  sided  pond  in  the 
Conservation  Area  which  provides  the  only  permanent  area  of  aquatic 
vegetation.  The  vegetation  was  collected  from  the  Brent  Reservoir  and 
probably  brought  with  it  much  of  the  diverse  aquatic  life  which  has 
subsequently  been  found  in  the  pond. 

The  rest  of  the  area  of  the  Reservoir  and  Pumping  Station  comprises  the 
New  River,  the  pumping  station  buildings,  a  field  which  has  twice  been 
excavated  to  provide  mud  lagoons  (1980  and  1983)  and  an  area  of  overgrown 
allotments.  The  allotments  which  had  been  abandoned  for  four  years  and 
had  become  one  of  the  best  locations  for  migrant  chats,  were  developed  for 
housing  in  the  spring  of  1986. 

The  surrounding  gardens  and  residential  properties  provide  nesting  sites 
for  a  number  of  species  that  feed  in  the  Park. 
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MIGRATION 

It  was  not  till  the  early  1980s  that  the  quality  of  the  study  area  as  a  site  for 
passerine  migration  was  appreciated.  The  most  important  consideration  is 
the  actual  geographical  location.  To  any  bird  flying  across  London  the  North 
London  Heights  must  be  a  very  conspicuous  feature  and  the  Park’s  location 
at  the  eastern  end  of  the  Heights,  must  appear  like  a  green  oasis  to  a  spring 
migrant  flying  north  or  west  after  the  flat  highly  developed  expanse  of  east 
London.  Even  in  autumn  the  green  hillside  must  be  visible  to  any  migrant 
moving  south  from  quite  a  distance  to  the  east.  It  is  in  fact  at  the  base  of  the 
hill  in  the  southeastern  quarter  of  the  study  area  that  the  vast  majority  of 
migrants  are  found. 

The  attraction  to  migrants  of  this  area  is  heightened  by  the  presence  of 
suitable  habitat  with  the  large  exposed  grassy  areas,  scrubland,  Reservoir 
and  Pumping  Station. 

Sadly  as  good  as  the  area  is  for  passerine  migration  it  is  poor  for  waders, 
being  situated  well  away  from  any  major  river  system. 

Included  in  the  systematic  list  are  summaries  of  the  bird/day  totals  for  a 
number  of  selected  migrant  species  since  1980. 
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SYSTEMATIC  LIST 

Red-throated  Diver:  One  record.  An  oiled  bird  was  on  the  Reservoir  on  Feb.  12th 
1985. 

Little  Grebe:  A  regular  winter  visitor  to  the  Reservoir  and  River.  The  maximum  count 
was  six  in  January  1978.  The  only  record  from  the  Boating  Pond  was  of  a  single  in 
November  1981. 

Great  Crested  Grebe:  Formerly  just  a  winter  visitor  to  the  Reservoir  but  since  1981  a 
breeding  resident.  Breeding  success  is  poor,  due  largely  to  the  lack  of  suitable 
waterside  vegetation  and  erratic  changes  in  water  level.  Young  were  successfully 
fledged  in  1982  and  1984.  The  maximum  count  was  of  six  in  January  1982. 

Black-necked  Grebe:  One  record.  A  single  on  the  Reservoir  on  Feb.  10th  1979. 

Cormorant:  A  regular  winter  visitor  to  the  Reservoir.  The  maximum  count  was  of  14 
on  Nov.  27th  1976.  The  only  record  from  the  Boating  Pond  was  of  a  single  on  Feb.  22nd 
1985. 

Grey  Heron:  Recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year,  regularly  visiting  both  the  Reservoir 
and  the  Boating  Pond.  Usually  ones  or  twos,  the  maximum  was  six  flying  over  on  Mar. 
24th  1979. 

Mute  Swan:  A  pair  are  resident  and  breed  annually  at  the  Reservoir.  The  maximum 
counts  were  of  ten  in  October  1984  and  October  and  December  1986.  One  or  two 
occasionally  visit  the  Boating  Pond. 

Bewick’s  Swan:  One  record.  Two  flying  west  calling  on  Jan.  19th  1985. 

Pink-footed  Goose:  One  record.  A  bird  of  almost  certain  captive  origin  was  seen 
regularly  between  Oct.  19th  1978  and  Apr.  15th  1979. 

Greylag  Goose:  Recorded  at  the  Filter  Beds  between  Mar.  16th  and  May  10th  1986. 
The  maximum  was  four  on  Apr.  2nd. 

Canada  Goose:  Since  it  was  first  recorded  in  1977  the  study  area,  as  the  rest  of  London, 
has  seen  a  dramatic  increase  in  numbers.  In  1982  pairs  bred  at  both  the  Reservoir  and 
Boating  Pond,  and  since  then  breeding  has  been  annual  at  the  Boating  Pond.  In  late 
summer  flocks  fly  in,  probably  from  the  Lea  Valley,  to  feed  on  the  cricket  field  and 
Filter  Beds.  The  maximum  count  was  of  87  on  Sept.  2nd  1984. 

Barnacle  Goose:  Birds  of  presumed  captive  origin  were  at  the  Filter  Beds  in  May  1985 
and  then  in  August  and  September  1986 

Egyptian  Goose:  One  record.  One  at  the  Filter  Beds  in  April  1983. 

Ruddy  Shelduck:  Three  records.  Birds  of  presumed  captive  origin  were  recorded  on 
Sept.  18th  1984  and  on  Apr.  4th  and  May  21st  1985. 


ALEXANDRA  PARK  AND  WOOD  GREEN  RESERVOIR 


135 


Shelduck:  Three  records.  Singles  were  present  at  the  Reservoir  on  Jan.  18th  1970  and 
Jan.  18th  1985.  Nine  flew  over  on  July  16th  1980. 

Mandarin:  A  male  visited  the  Reservoir  periodically  between  Dec.  25th  1981  and  Oct. 
13th  1984,  it  was  usually  seen  in  company  with  Canada  Geese.  Single  males  were 
recorded  from  the  Boating  Pond  on  Sept.  15th  1982  and  May  10th  1986. 

Wigeon:  Occasionally  recorded  from  the  Reservoir  in  winter.  The  maximum  count  was 
of  five  on  Jan.  14th  1987. 

’  Gad  wall:  Since  the  first  record  in  1975,  the  Gadwall  has  become  a  regular  autumn  and 
winter  visitor  to  the  Reservoir.  Maximum  counts  of  11  were  recorded  in  January  1980, 
December  1981  and  December  1982.  The  only  record  from  the  Boating  Pond  was  of  a 
male  in  November  1980. 

Teal:  Recorded  occasionally  between  August  and  March  from  the  Reservoir.  The 
maximum  count  was  of  four  on  Mar.  14th  1987. 

Mallard:  A  resident,  breeding  annually  at  both  the  Reservoir  and  Boating  Pond. 
Maximum  counts  of  65  on  the  Reservoir  in  September  1978  and  95  from  the  Boating 
Pond  in  October  1976. 

Pintail:  One  record.  A  drake  visited  the  Reservoir  briefly  on  Jan.  17th  1985. 

Shoveler:  A  regular  autumn  and  winter  visitor  to  the  Reservoir,  most  numerous  in 
years  when  there  is  a  lot  of  algae  in  autumn.  The  maximum  count  was  of  12  in 
November  1976.  The  only  record  from  the  Boating  Pond  was  of  a  single  on  Nov.  30th 
1981. 

Pochard:  Mainly  a  winter  visitor  to  the  Reservoir,  with  numbers  rarely  exceeding  50. 
The  largest  counts  were  a  staggering  720  on  Feb.  3rd  1973  and  103  on  Jan.  18th  1978. 
Since  1977  breeding  has  taken  place  in  most  years  on  the  Boating  Pond,  although  only 
occasionally  have  any  young  survived  to  fledge. 

Tufted  Duck:  A  common  resident  and  winter  visitor  to  both  the  Reservoir  and  Boating 
Pond.  The  maximum  count  for  the  Reservoir  was  221  on  Dec.  20th  1975  and  for  the 
Boating  Pond  67  in  March  1979.  In  July  and  August  a  moulting  flock  builds  up  on  the 
Reservoir  with  a  maximum  count  of  1 15  in  August  1980.  Breeds  regularly  with  maxima 
of  six  to  eight  broods  at  the  Filter  Beds  in  1981  and  11  broods  at  the  Boating  Pond  in 
1980,  unfortunately  as  with  the  other  breeding  duck  species,  chick  survival  is  poor. 

Scaup:  Two  records.  Two  females  at  the  Reservoir  on  Aug.  18th  1971  and  a  pair  on 
Jan.  18th  1987. 

Goldeneye:  Two  records,  both  from  the  Reservoir.  A  first  year  male  from  November 
1972  until  Mar.  10th  1973  and  one  on  Nov.  19th  1984. 

Smew:  Sadly  this  once  regular  wintering  species  to  the  Reservoir  is  now  an  extreme 
rarity.  One  on  Feb.  9th  1986  was  the  first  since  1979.  Prior  to  the  decline,  maximum 
counts  of  13  had  been  recorded  in  January  1959,  December  1961  and  January  1971. 

Red-breasted  Merganser:  Three  records,  all  from  the  Reservoir.  A  single  female  or 
immature  from  Dec.  18th  to  23rd  1981,  a  male  on  Feb.  18th  1985  and  a  female  or 
immature  from  Jan.  23rd  to  Feb.  24th  1987. 

Goosander:  Four  records.  A  pair  at  the  Reservoir  on  Jan.  31st  1981  and  single  females 
or  immatures  on  three  dates  in  January  1987. 

Ruddy  Duck:  Recorded  during  three  winters.  A  male  at  the  Reservoir  on  Feb.  19th 
and  20th  1984,  a  pair  in  February  and  March  1986  and  up  to  six  in  January  1987. 

Sparrowhawk:  Four  records.  Singles  recorded  in  August  1982,  January  1983,  October 
1984  and  September  1985. 

Kestrel:  A  resident,  with  one  pair  breeding  annually  on  the  Palace  and  sometimes  a 
second,  just  outside  the  study  area,  on  the  ruin  of  Hornsey  Church  Tower. 

Hobby:  Three  records.  Singles  on  Apr.  27th  1984,  Aug.  27th  1985  and  May  4th  1986. 

Red-legged  Partridge:  Two  records.  Singles  on  Apr.  12th  and  13th  1978  and  on  May 
17th  1981. 

Pheasant:  An  occasional  visitor.  Singles  recorded  on  a  total  of  13  dates  in  five  years, 
none  recorded  since  December  1980. 

Water  Rail:  Since  it  was  first  recorded  on  Dec.  23rd  1982  it  has  become  a  regular  winter 
visitor  with  one  or  two  recorded  annually  between  September  and  April.  This  addition 
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to  the  list  is  due  to  the  creation  of  suitable  habitat  at  the  Conservation  Area  Pond  and 
to  the  increased  waterside  vegetation  around  the  Reservoir,  which  has  resulted  from  a 
reduced  level  of  management. 

Moorhen:  A  resident,  breeding  at  the  Boating  Pond,  Conservation  Area  Pond  and 
occasionally  the  Reservoir. 

Coot:  A  common  winter  visitor  and  resident  to  both  the  Reservoir  and  Boating  Pond. 
The  maximum  count  for  the  Reservoir  was  180  in  January  1982.  Usually  about  seven 
pairs  attempt  to  breed  at  the  Reservoir,  but  only  once  (in  1976)  did  a  pair  successfully 
fledge  young.  Since  1981  one  pair,  and  in  subsequent  years  two  and  possibly  three 
pairs,  have  bred  with  much  more  success  at  the  Boating  Pond,  fledging  young  every 
year. 

Crane  sp :  A  crane  flying  over  on  July  19th  1975  was  considered  by  the  observer  to  be  a 
Common  Crane.  (This  was  not  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee). 

Oystercatcher:  Two  records.  One  at  the  Filter  Beds  on  Apr.  17th  and  three  on  Aug. 
3rd  1978. 

Little  Ringed  Plover:  A  pair  bred  at  the  Filter  Beds  in  1980,  probably  due  to  the  good 
feeding  habitat  created  by  the  excavation  of  two  temporary  mud  lagoons.  Young  were 
successfully  hatched  but  did  not  survive  to  fledge.  One  or  two  have  been  recorded  on 
passage  on  six  dates  at  the  Filter  Beds. 

Lapwing:  Regularly  seen  flying  over  although  seldom  landing.  The  majority  of  records 
relate  to  either  mid-summer  movements  in  June  and  July  or  hard  weather  movements. 
The  largest  flock  was  of  50+  on  Jan.  22nd  1984. 

Sanderling:  One  was  seen  at  the  Filter  Beds  by  a  reliable  observer  some  time  during 
the  mid-1970s. 

Dunlin:  Three  records.  Singles  at  the  Filter  Beds  on  Nov.  3rd  1980,  Oct.  3rd  and  4th 
1982  and  May  10th  1984. 

Snipe:  One  or  two  recorded  in  most  winters,  most  frequently  during  spells  of  hard 
weather.  Records  exist  for  all  months  between  August  and  April. 

Woodcock:  Singles  recorded  on  12  dates  with  three  in  November,  five  in  December, 
one  in  January,  two  in  February  and  one  in  March. 

Whimbrel:  One  record.  One  at  the  Filter  Beds  on  July  29th  1985. 

Redshank:  Five  records.  Singles  at  the  Boating  Pond  on  Aug.  9th  1978,  on  the 
temporary  mud  lagoons  on  July  14th  1980  and  at  the  Reservoir  on  Apr.  13th  1986.  In 
January  1987  five  were  at  the  Reservoir  on  the  12th  and  two  on  the  21st. 

Greenshank:  One  record.  One  at  the  Reservoir  and  Filter  Beds  on  Aug.  10th  1981. 

Green  Sandpiper:  Four  records.  In  autumn  singles  at  the  Filter  Beds  on  Aug.  8th  1977 
and  July  22nd  1980.  In  spring  singles  on  the  mud  lagoons  from  Apr.  25th  to  27th  1984 
and  on  May  22nd  1985. 

Common  Sandpiper:  A  regular  passage  migrant  recorded  in  spring  between  Apr.  13th 
and  June  2nd  and  in  autumn  between  July  5th  and  Oct.  5th.  The  maximum  count  was 
of  five  on  Aug.  20th  1977.  Most  records  are  from  the  Reservoir,  Filter  Beds  or  mud 
lagoons  but  also  occasionally  from  the  Boating  Pond. 


Birdldays 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Spring 

2 

1 

15 

2 

10 

6 

- 

Autumn 

14 

8 

6 

1 

17 

13 

10 

Totals 

16 

9 

21 

3 

27 

19 

10 

Turnstone:  One  record.  One  flew  north  in  close  formation  with  four  Turtle  Doves  on 
May  6th  1982. 

Mediterranean  Gull:  One  record.  An  adult  at  the  Filter  Beds  on  Aug.  6th  1985. 

Black-headed  Gull:  An  abundant  winter  visitor,  principally  to  the  Filter  Beds  but  also 
feeding  on  the  Reservoir,  the  Boating  Pond  and  also  on  any  areas  of  open  grassland. 
No  birds  roost  in  the  study  area  but  fly  in  daily  from  the  direction  of  the  Lea  Valley. 
The  peak  winter  flock  reaches  around  1,000. 
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Common  Gull:  A  common  winter  visitor  with  up  to  about  200,  mostly  around  the  Filter 
Beds. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull:  A  common  autumn  and  winter  visitor  to  the  Filter  Beds. 
The  peak  counts  are  usually  in  autumn,  the  maximum  was  188  on  Oct.  24th  1977. 

Herring  Gull:  A  regular  winter  visitor  to  the  Filter  Beds.  The  maximum  was  c.  100  on 
Jan.  14th  1961.  In  recent  years  numbers  have  seldom  reached  double  figures. 
Yellow-legged  birds  have  been  recorded  on  Nov.  6th  1977  and  Feb.  8th  1984. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull:  One  to  five  recorded  annually  at  the  Filter  Beds. 

Kittiwake:  One  record.  One  was  picked  up  dying  on  Feb.  1st  1984  at  the  Boating  Pond. 

Sandwich  Tern:  Three  records.  All  records  were  from  the  Reservoir  with  two  on  Aug. 
6th  1976,  four  on  May  9th  1981  and  two  on  Sept.  25th  1985. 

Common/ Arctic  Tern:  Of  the  seven  records,  four  were  specifically  identified  as 
Common  Terns.  Birds  have  been  recorded  at  the  Reservoir  twice  in  May,  twice  in  July 
and  three  times  in  August.  The  maximum  coupt  was  nine  on  May  11th  1982. 

Black  Tern:  One  record.  One  at  the  Reservoir  on  Oct.  1st  1983. 

Puffin:  One  old  record.  An  immature  at  the  Reservoir  from  Oct.  25th  to  27th  1958.  It 
was  picked  up  dead  on  the  27th. 

Feral  Rock  Dove:  A  common  resident,  breeding  in  numbers  on  the  Palace,  the 
Pumping  Station  and  some  of  the  larger  buildings  surrounding  the  study  area. 

Stock  Dove:  One  record.  A  single  in  the  Grove  on  Mar.  20th  1987. 

Woodpigeon:  A  common  resident  breeding  throughout  the  Park. 

Collared  Dove:  An  annual  visitor,  recorded  most  frequently  in  April  and  May.  The 
maximum  count  was  of  three  on  Dec.  11th  1977  ana  Feb.  23rd  1985. 

Turtle  Dove:  Recorded  most  years  on  passage,  with  the  majority  of  sightings  in  May. 
The  earliest  bird  was  on  Apr.  16th  1985  and  the  largest  count  was  of  four  on  May  6th 
1982. 

Ring-necked  Parakeet:  Six  records.  Singles  in  February  1974,  June  1976,  January  1980, 
August  and  November  1986. 

Cuckoo:  An  occasional  visitor  to-the  study  area.  Recorded  in  all  months  between  April 
and  September.  The  longest  staying  individual  was  a  juvenile  which  was  present  from 
Aug.  16th  to  Sept.  1st  1985. 

Tawny  Owl:  A  resident,  with  two  territories  held  annually.  Breeding  is  probably 
attempted  regularly,  although  seldom  proved. 

Swift:  A  common  summer  visitor  to  the  study  area.  Up  to  200  can  at  times  be  seen 
feeding  over  the  Filter  Beds.  Breeds  annually  in  the  surrounding  buildings  and 
probably  the  Palace.  The  earliest  recorded  was  on  Apr.  22nd  1983  and  the  latest  on 
Oct.  18th  1984. 

Kingfisher:  In  recent  years  birds  have  been  recorded  annually  from  the  New  River  and 
Reservoir.  All  records  have  been  of  singles  except  for  two  on  Apr.  4th  1982.  Most 
frequently  seen  between  August  and  November. 

Wryneck:  One  record.  One  in  the  Conservation  Area  on  Aug.  29th  1976. 

Green  Woodpecker:  An  occasional  visitor.  Singles  have  been  recorded  in  most 
months. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker:  A  regular  visitor,  has  been  recorded  in  all  months.  The 
majority  of  records  are  between  August  and  March.  One  pair  probably  bred  in  1986 
and  possibly  also  in  1977. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker:  Recorded  annually.  Records  reached  a  peak  in  the 
mid-197Cte  and  a  pair  possibly  attempted  to  breed  in  1976.  Since  then  records  have 
dwindled  to  only  one  or  two  a  year. 

Woodlark:  The  first  record  was  of  a  single  on  Feb.  16th  1974.  Up  to  four  were  seen 
regularly  from  Dec.  8th  1975  to  Feb.  22nd  1976.  Three  were  present  on  Dec.  4th  1976 
and  singles  on  Jan.  23rd  1977  and  Mar.  27th  1979.  Sadly  none  have  been  seen  since  this 
fascinating  run  of  sightings. 

Skylark:  The  majority  of  records  refer  to  birds  flying  over  either  during  October  and 
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November  or  during  spells  of  hard  weather.  The  maximum  counts  were  of  60+  in 
January  1987.  Up  to  16 birds  overwintered  in  the  study  area  during  the  1978/79  winter. 

Sand  Martin:  A  passage  migrant  and  occasional  summer  resident.  Recorded  between 
Mar.  27th  and  Oct.  17th.  Birds  have  twice  oversummered,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding 
was  reported.  Although  usually  present  in  only  small  numbers,  during  September  1983 
a  flock  of  up  to  200  frequented  the  Reservoir  and  Filter  Beds. 


Birdldays 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Spring 

25 

14 

33 

13 

19 

9 

5 

Autumn 

18 

12 

44 

1,179 

31 

3 

14 

Totals 

43 

26 

77 

1,192 

50 

12 

19 

Swallow:  A  passage  migrant  and  occasional  summer  resident.  Recorded  between  Apr. 
9th  and  Oct.  19th.  Birds  have  occasionally  oversummered  and  in  1975  an  adult  was 
seen  feeding  a  recently  fledged  juvenile.  It  is  not  known  if  the  nest  site  was  within  the 
study  area.  The  maximum  count  was  of  c.50  on  Sept.  14th  1984. 


Birdldays 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Spring 

19 

36 

53 

43 

52 

36 

14 

Autumn 

12 

31 

71 

8 

58 

9 

45 

Totals 

31 

67 

124 

51 

110 

45 

59 

House  Martin:  A  common  passage  migrant  and  summer  resident.  At  least  50  pairs 
breed  on  residential  property  adjoining  the  study  area.  About  100  birds  regularly  feed 
over  the  Filter  Beds  with  larger  numbers  during  migration.  The  maximum  count  was  of 
c.400  on  Sept.  15th  1986.  Recorded  between  Apr.  15th  and  Oct.  31st. 

Tree  Pipit:  A  scarce  migrant.  Singles  on  three  dates  in  spring  between  Apr.  2nd  and 
23rd  and  one  or  two  on  eight  dates  in  autumn  between  July  31st  and  Oct.  9th. 

Meadow  Pipit:  A  regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers,  most  frequently  seen  in  the 
area  of  the  Reservoir  and  Pumping  Station.  The  maximum  count  was  of  c.  12  on  Nov. 
12th  1983. 

Rock  Pipit:  Two  records.  Singles  at  the  Filter  Beds  on  Apr.  8th  1959  and  Oct.  18th 
1981. 

Yellow  Wagtail:  A  regular  passage  migrant,  recorded  between  Apr.  8th  and  Sept. 
23rd.  Most  records  are  from  the  Filter  Beds  area.  The  maximum  count  was  of  nine  on 
Apr.  25th  1985. 


Birdldays 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Spring 

3 

21 

39 

17 

17 

28 

3 

Autumn 

49 

3 

8 

5 

4 

21 

13 

Totals 

52 

24 

47 

22 

21 

49 

16 

Blue-headed  Wagtail:  One  record.  A  male  was  at  the  Filter  Beds  on  Apr.  28th  1982. 

Grey  Wagtail:  A  regular  winter  visitor,  most  frequently  seen  around  the  Reservoir, 
Filter  Beds  and  New  River.  One  pair  has  bred  regularly  since  1981. 

Pied  Wagtail:  One  to  three  pairs  breed  annually  in  the  area  of  the  Reservoir  and 
occasionally  another  pair  on  the  roof  of  the  Palace. 

White  Wagtail:  One  or  two  have  been  recorded  from  the  Filter  Beds  on  14  dates  in 
spring  and  two  in  autumn. 

Wren:  A  common  breeding  resident. 

Dunnock:  A  common  breeding  resident. 

Robin:  A  common  breeding  resident. 

Nightingale:  One  record.  Two  on  Apr.  20th  1977 

Black  Redstart:  Although  only  twice  recorded  before  1981  it  is  now  an  annual  visitor. 
Recorded  in  spring  between  Apr.  1st  and  May  4th  and  in  autumn  between  Oct.  8th  and 
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Nov.  9th.  In  1985  a  pair  probably  attempted  to  establish  territory  but  unfortunately 
excessive  disturbance  precluded  any  breeding  attempt. 


BirdJdays 

Spring 

Autumn 

Totals 


1980  1981 


1982 


1983  1984  1985  1986 


3  4  3 

3-8 
6  4  11 


2  19  9 

6  1 

8  20  9 


Redstart:  A  scarce  migrant  with  only  11  records.  A  male  on  Apr.  4th  1981  and  in 
autumn  singles  on  ten  dates  between  Sept.  7th  and  26th. 

Whinchat:  A  regular  passage  migrant,  recorded  in  spring  between  Apr.  18th  and  May 
21st  and  in  autumn  between  July  10th  and  Oct.  17th.  The  maximum  count  was  of  six  on 
Sept.  10th  1984.  The  majority  of  birds  are  usually  found  at  the  Cricket  Club  or  on  the 
overgrown  allotments  near  to  the  Pumping  Station. 


Bird/days 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Spring 

- 

7 

15 

1 

6 

10 

- 

Autumn 

5 

22 

38 

25 

47 

25 

35 

Totals 

5 

29 

53 

32 

53 

35 

35 

Stonechat:  A  regular  winter  visitor.  One  or  two  recorded  annually  between  September 
and  May.  Most  records  are  from  the  Cricket  Club  or  abandoned  allotments. 

Wheatear:  A  regular  passage  migrant,  recorded  in  spring  between  Mar.  13th  and  May 
22nd  and  in  autumn  between  July  22nd  and  Oct.  23rd.  The  maximum  count  was  of  12 
on  May  8th  1979.  The  majority  of  records  are  from  the  Cricket  Club. 


Bird/days 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Spring 

27 

54 

37 

37 

15 

21 

23 

Autumn 

26 

20 

10 

2  ’ 

4 

14 

11 

Totals 

53 

74 

47 

39 

19 

35 

34 

Blackbird:  A  common  breeding  resident. 

Fieldfare:  A  regular  winter  visitor.  The  maximum  count  was  of  140  on  Jan.  24th  1984. 
Singles  have  been  recorded  out  of  season  on  June  12th  1976,  Aug.  31st  1981 ,  May  21st 
ana  June  21st  1984. 


Song  Thrush:  A  common  breeding  resident. 

Redwing:  A  regular  winter  visitor.  The  maximum  count  was  of  133  on  Feb.  14th  1976. 

Mistle  Thrush:  A  resident.  Two  or  three  pairs  breed  annually. 

Sedge  Warbler:  A  passage  migrant  and  occasional  breeding  species.  Bred  in  five  years 
between  1975  and  1981,  with  a  maximum  of  five  to  seven  territories  in  1981.  Recorded 
between  Apr.  15th  and  Oct.  3rd. 

Reed  Warbler:  Prior  to  1982  only  known  as  an  occasional  passage  migrant.  Between 
1982  and  1985  at  least  one  pair  bred  annually,  originally  in  willow  scrub  which  grew  up 
on  the  temporary  mud  lagoons  and  in  more  recent  years  at  the  Conservation  Area 
Pond.  Recorded  between  May  2nd  and  Sept.  22nd. 

Lesser  Whitethroat:  An  annual  passage  migrant  and  occasional  breeding  species.  The 
best  year  was  1977  when  four  territories  were  held.  Recorded  between  Apr.  16th  and 
Oct.  1st. 

Whitethroat:  A  regular  passage  migrant.  Since  1982  one  to  three  pairs  have  bred 
annually.  Recorded  between  Apr.  15th  and  Sept.  30th. 

Garden  Warbler:  An  annual  passage  migrant.  Recorded  between  May  4th  and  Sept. 
25th.  The  maximum  count  was  of  three  on  Aug.  14th  1981. 
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Birdldays 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Spring 

- 

2 

3 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Autumn 

9 

13 

3 

4 

10 

5 

9 

Totals 

9 

15 

6 

4 

10 

7 

10 

Blackcap:  The  commonest  breeding  warbler.  The  maximum  number  of  territories  was 
eight  in  1982.  Recorded  between  Apr.  5th  and  Oct.  4th.  Wintering  birds  were  present 
on  Mar.  3rd  1979,  Dec.  6th  1981  and  Mar.  21st  1987. 

Wood  Warbler:  A  scarce  autumn  migrant.  One  or  two  recorded  on  eight  dates 
between  July  10th  and  Aug.  20th. 

Chiffchaff:  Has  been  recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year,  although  mostly  a  passage 
migrant.  Breeding  has  taken  place  in  five  years  with  up  to  three  territories  held.  One  to 
three  have  been  recorded  in  winter  with  records  for  most  recent  winters. 

Willow  Warbler:  The  second  commonest  breeding  warbler.  The  maximum  number  of 
territories  held  was  six  in  1977  and  1986.  Recorded  from  Apr.  2nd  to  Oct.  12th. 

Goldcrest:  An  annual  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Autumn  passage  peaks  in 
October.  The  maximum  count  was  six  on  Sept.  17th  1985.  In  1983  and  1986  single  pairs 
bred  in  the  Grove. 

Firecrest:  One  record.  One  in  the  Grove  on  May  9th  1981. 

Spotted  Flycatcher:  A  common  summer  visitor  breeding  annually.  The  maximum 
number  of  territories  was  12  in  1983  and  1986.  Recorded  from  Apr.  20th  to  Oct.  4th. 

Pied  Flycatcher:  A  scarce  migrant,  recorded  on  four  dates  in  spring  between  Apr.  22nd 
and  May  6th  and  five  dates  in  autumn  between  Aug.  13th  and  30th.  All  records  were  of 
singles  except  for  three  on  Aug.  17th  1975. 

Long-tailed  Tit:  One  pair  bred  in  1975  and  then  one  or  two  annually  since  1981.  The 
largest  flock  was  of  20  on  Aug.  27th  1984. 

Willow  Tit:  An  occasional  visitor.  The  maximum  count  was  of  three  on  June  30th  1977 
and  Aug.  17th  1985.  Although  usually  only  visiting  the  study  area  for  a  few  days  birds 
were  present  almost  continuously  from  July  23rd  1985  and  a  pair  bred  successfully  in 
1986.  . 

Coal  Tit:  A  resident,  usually  breeding  in  small  numbers.  The  maximum  number  of 
pairs  recorded  breeding  was  three  in  1982. 

Blue  Tit:  A  common  breeding  resident. 

Great  Tit:  A  common  breeding  resident. 

Nuthatch:  A  regular  visitor  and  occasional  breeding  species.  Single  pairs  have  been 
recorded  as  breeding  or  probably  breeding  in  four  years  during  the  study  period. 

Treecreeper:  A  regular  visitor  and  occasional  breeding  species.  Pairs  bred  successfully 
in  1977  and  1983. 

Great  Grey  Shrike:  One  record.  One  on  Oct.  18th  1975. 

Jay:  A  resident.  Three  or  four  territories  are  held  most  years  although  breeding  is 
seldom  proved. 

Magpie:  One  pair  bred  in  1975  and  since  1978  breeding  has  been  annual.  The 
population  has  continued  to  increase  with  at  present  about  five  pairs. 

Jackdaw:  A  scarce  visitor.  Singles  recorded  on  six  dates  in  winter,  once  in  May  and 
once  in  June. 

Rook:  One  record.  Two  flew  over  on  May  12th  1980. 

Carrion  Crow:  A  common  and  increasing  breeding  species  in  the  Park  and 
surrounding  area.  Many  of  the  birds  breeding  outside  the  Park  fly  in  to  feed.  The 
largest  feeding  flocks  are  centred  on  the  Cricket  Club,  with  a  maximum  of  128  on  Aug. 
22nd  1985. 

Hooded  Crow:  Two  records.  One  was  present  from  Nov.  8th  to  Dec.  27th  1976.  The 
second  record  was  of  a  hybrid  present  from  May  18th  to  June  4th  1977. 

Starling:  A  common  breeding  species  and  winter  visitor. 
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House  Sparrow:  A  common  resident  breeding  in  both  the  Park  and  the  surrounding 
area.  A  sizeable  post-breeding  flock  regularly  roosts  in  the  Conservation  Area,  where 
it  provides  the  main  diet  for  the  resident  Tawny  Owls. 

Tree  Sparrow:  An  occasional  visitor,  recorded  in  six  years  between  1974  and  1981  but 
not  since.  Particularly  numerous  during  the  1976/77  winter,  reaching  a  peak  of  about 
30.  One  pair  bred  in  a  disused  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  hole  in  1977  and  probably 
again  in  1978. 

« 

Chaffinch:  A  resident  with  up  to  six  pairs  breeding  annually. 

Brambling:  A  scarce  winter  visitor.  Records  for  18  dates  between  December  and 
April.  The  largest  count  was  of  seven  on  Feb.  14th  1980. 

Greenfinch:  The  commonest  breeding  finch  most  years. 

Goldfinch:  Breeds  annually,  although  in  smaller, numbers  than  in  the  mid-1970s  when 

it  was  probably,  for  a  time,  the  commonest  breeding  finch. 

% 

Siskin:  A  scarce  winter  visitor.  Recorded  on  seven  dates  between  October  and  March. 
The  largest  count  was  of  three  on  Mar.  24th  1973. 

Linnet:  A  regular  visitor,  sometimes  overwintering  in  large  numbers.  The  maximum 
count  was  of  135  on  Feb.  3rd  1978.  One  pair  probably  bred  in  the  study  area  in  1981. 

Redpoll:  Probably  bred  annually  since  1975.  The  breeding  population  reached  a  peak 
of  about  six  pairs  in  1977,  since  when  it  has  declined  to  only  one  or  two.  The  largest 
flock  was  of  30+  on  May  9th  1986.  During  February  and  March  1987  a  flock  of  20 
Redpoll  was  present  of  which  at  least  three  showed  characters  of  the  Mealy  Redpoll. 

Bullfinch:  A  resident  with  about  five  pairs  breeding  annually. 

Yellowhammer:  An  annual  winter  visitor.  Recorded  between  October  and  May.  The 
largest  count  was  of  11  on  Feb.  27th  1981. 

Reed  Bunting:  A  resident.  Breeding  has  been  recorded  in  most  years  since  1977.  The 
maximum  number  of  territories  held  was  three  in  1986. 

Corn  Bunting:  One  record.  One  on  May  10th  1982. 
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St.  James’s  Park  - 
A  Water  Bird 
Refuge 

P.  J.  Oliver 


INTRODUCTION 

St.  James’s  Park  has  long  been  famous  for  its  waterfowl  collection  and,  at 
least  for  much  of  this  century,  the  attraction  of  its  lake  for  wild  water  birds 
has  also  been  well  known  (Cramp  and  Teagle  1952).  ‘Water  birds’  for  the 
purpose  of  this  paper  includes,  in  addition  to  ducks,  geese  and  swans,  two 
species  of  grebe,  Moorhen*,  Coot  and  gulls.  Ducks,  geese  and  swans  are 
together  referred  to  as  ‘wildfowl’. 

Published  ornithological  studies  in  the  park  have  tended  to  focus  on  the 
breeding  of  selected  species  e.g.  Cramp  1947,  Gillham  1957  and  1958  or  on 
winter  visitors,  especially  Black-headed  Gulls  (e.g.  Gosling  1986).  Gillham 
(in  press)  has  made  a  detailed  study  of  the  Tufted  Duck  population  but  apart 
from  that  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  park  by  other  wild  birds  has  not  received 
much  attention,  especially  since  the  annual  reports  Bird  Life  in  the  Royal 
Parks  ceased  to  be  published  after  that  for  1977. 

This  paper  describes  the  environment,  so  far  as  it  is  relevant  to  water  birds 
and  then  reviews  both  the  breeding  and  non-breeding  season  populations  of 
the  principal  species  using  the  park,  examining  the  seasonal  pattern  and 
changes  over  the  years  1977-1986. 

ENVIRONMENT 

St.  James’s  Park  is  extremely  well  known  and  has  been  described  on  many 
occasions  (e.g.  Church  1956  and  Simms  1974)  and  a  full  description  is  not 
therefore  included  here.  The  dominating  feature  is  the  artificial  lake 
covering  some  five  hectares  with  a  maximum  length  and  width  of  705  and  100 
metres  respectively  and  a  depth  varying  between  about  1  and  1.7  metres.  The 
lake,  once  fed  by  the  Tyburn  river,  is  now  filled  from  artesian  wells.  The 
banks  are  edged  with  stone  blocks,  backed  variously  by  lawns  (some 
containing  naturalised  irises),  shrubberies  and  tarmac  paths.  The  island  at 
the  western  end  of  the  lake  is  covered  with  mature  trees  with  relatively  little 
ground  cover  as  is  part  of  the  much  larger  Duck  Island  at  the  other  end  of  the 
lake.  The  latter  has  dense  shrubberies  and  a  number  of  pens  encompassing 
inlets  from  the  main  lake.  In  addition  there  are  rearing  pens  and  a  building 
containing  pumping  and  other  equipment  as  well  as  facilities  for  artificially 
incubating  eggs.  There  are  also  several  islets  and  a  number  of  fountains  upon 
which  Coots  have  frequently  built  nests. 

Periodically  the  lake  has  been  drained,  usually  about  one-third  at  a  time 
after  the  installation  of  a  temporary  dam,  and  the  accumulation  of  mud  and 
debris  removed  to  reveal  the  concrete  lining  of  the  lake  bottom.  In 
consequence  there  is  no  permanent  aquatic  vegetation,  though  in  summer 
there  are  occasional  heavy  ‘blooms’  of  algae  and  also  daphnae.  No  drainage 
has  taken  place  since  January  1982;  in  June  1986,  in  an  attempt  to  improve 
the  oxygenation  of  the  water,  a  pumping  system  was  installed  to  circulate 
water  round  the  lake.  Several  thousand  fish,  mainly  carp  Cyprinus  carpio 

*  Scientific  names  of  birds  are  given  in  the  species  accounts. 
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were  introduced  into  the  lake  after  it  was  re-filled  in  1982  (M.  Kerr 
pers.comm.) 

The  majority  of  the  large  number  of  waterfowl  maintained  in  the  collection 
are  allowed  to  roam  freely  on  the  lake,  most  of  them  being  pinioned,  but 
some  are  kept  in  the  pens  on  Duck  Island.  The  collection  which  is  managed 
by  a  Bird-keeper,  Mr  M.  Kerr,  is  fed  daily  on  and  around  Duck  Island  and 
wild  water  birds  are  attracted  to  this  regular  source  of  food.  In  addition  the 
public  regularly  provides  food,  mainly  bread,  which  is  eaten  by  many  species. 
Most  such  food  is  dropped  from  the  bridge  which  crosses  the  centre  of  the 
lake  or  is  distributed  from  the  banks  where  the  paths  abut  the  water’s  edge. 

Nest-boxes  for  ducks  are  well  distributed  over  Duck  Island,  and  many  of 
these  are  used  by  wild  ducks.  The  Bird-keeper  attempts  to  collect  all  of  the 
eggs  of  the  ornamental  waterfowl  as  weH  as  a  variable  number  of  clutches  of 
wild  ducks,  usually  those  of  Tufted  Duck  and  Pochard.  These  are  hatched  in 
the  incubators  and  the  ducklings  transferred  to  the  rearing  pens  along  with 
any  others  that  may  come  into  the  keeper’s  hands.  Those  that  reach  maturity 
may  be  retained  in  the  pens,  released  onto  the  lake  or  transferred  to  other 
waters,  but  quantitative  data  are  not  available  in  respect  of  these  artificial 
rearings.  Where  birds  from  the  collection  rear  young  independently  the 
Bird-keeper  attempts  to  catch  the  offspring  before  they  can  fly  so  that  they 
can  be  pinioned,  but  in  practice  it  is  usually  only  geese  that  can  be  caught.  In 
some  seasons  he  also  pricks  or  removes  clutches  laid  by  Canada  Geese  in 
order  to  limit  the  population,  which  has  also  been  reduced  on  occasion  by 
rounding  up  flightless  adults  and  goslings  and  removing  them  to  other  parks 
in  Outer  London. 

METHODS 

Counts  were  made  over  a  period  of  half-an-hour,  usually  in  the  morning 
between  08.00  and  08.30  hrs.  GMT  (or  one  hour  earlier  when  British 
Summer  Time  applied),  by  walking  round  the  eastern  half  of  the  lake  where 
most  of  the  birds  are  usually  to  be  found.  With  the  use  of  binoculars  the  rest 
of  the  lake  was  adequately  covered,  apart  from  the  small  part  obscured  by  the 
island  at  the  western  end  where  few  water  birds  normally  occur.  A  complete 
circumnavigation  of  the  lake  was  usually  made  monthly  in  the  winter  and 
supplementary  visits  were  made  in  the  evenings  during  the  brood  season  in 
some  years.  Because  time  was  usually  limited,  not  all  species  were  counted 
on  any  given  day,  except  in  the  brood  season  when  all  duck  and  goose  broods 
were  recorded  on  each  visit.  Young  were  excluded  from  the  total  population 
counts  until  they  were  fully  grown.  Outside  the  brood  season  efforts  were 
concentrated  on  particular  species  in  particular  years,  as  shown  in  Table  1. 
which  also  indicates  the  extent  to  which  counts  of  each  sex  were  made. 
Where  relevant,  therefore,  data  for  different  species  have  been  drawn  from 
different  seasons.  No  attempt  was  made  to  search  for  nests  other  than  those 
of  Coots,  which  were  observed  from  the  lake  shore.  Seasons  have  been  taken 
as  running  from  July  to  June. 

Table  1.  Number  of  counts  (excluding  brood  counts)  made  in  St.  James's  Park  of 
principal  species  in  each  season.  Figures  in  italics  indicate  seasons  when 


counts  of  each  sex  were  made. 

1977/78  78/79  79/80 

80/81 

81/82 

82/83 

83/84 

84/83 

83  86 

Mallard 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36 

59 

51 

48 

15 

Tufted  Duck 

34 

58 

56 

29 

13 

5 

6 

13 

14 

Pochard 

22 

37 

27 

20 

9 

35 

52 

50 

15 

Canada  Goose 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

13 

12 

26 

13 

Greylag  Goose 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

12 

12 

27 

14 

Coot 

8 

4 

2 

2 

11 

9 

16 

19 

13 

Black-headed  Gull 

10 

9 

8 

12 

12 

9 

12 

21 

11 
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LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

Although  nesting  in  Inner  London  first  occurred  in  St.  James’s  Park  as  long 
ago  as  1883  (Homes  1957)  and  by  1898  it  was  said  to  be  as  common  in  the 
central  parks  as  Moorhens  and  Woodpigeons  Columba  palumbus,  regular 
breeding  in  Inner  London  ceased  shortly  after  1950  (Cramp  and  Tomlins 
1966).  In  1983  a  pair  nested  again  in  the  park  and  this  was  the  first  breeding 
for  Inner  London  since  1977.  Three  pairs  nested  in  1984  (E.  H.  Gillham pers. 
comm.)  and  two  in  1985  and  one  to  four  can  now  be  seen  on  the  lake  in  most 
months  of  the  year. 


GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus 

This  species  first  nested  successfully  on  the  lake  in  1984  when  two  pairs  bred, 
thougn  in  1977  a  pair  built  a  nest  which  was  subsequently  deserted  and  in 
1980  a  pair  bred  in  the  gardens  of  Buckingham  Palace.  Two  pairs  nested  in 
the  park  in  1985  but  breeding  was  not  confirmed  in  1986.  This  appears  to 
have  been  part  of  a  long  term  trend  of  increasing  numbers  nesting  in  Inner 
London,  where  successful  breeding  first  occurred  in  1972  at  Regent’s  Park 
and  Hyde  Park.  The  population  subsequently  increased  so  that  by  1985  there 
were  16  pairs  at  six  Inner  London  localities  ( London  Bird  Reports).  Prior  to 
1984,  one  or  sometimes  two  grebes  appeared  on  the  lake,  usually  in  March  or 
April  but  since  nesting  has  occurred  there  one  or  two  have  also  been  present 
in  most  months  outside  the  breeding  season. 


MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor 

A  pair  bred  every  year  from  1977  to  1983  (though  eggs  failed  to  hatch  in  two 
seasons)  and  they  may  have  attempted  to  do  so  since.  The  adults  do  not 
always  remain  outside  the  breeding  season.  Occasionally,  additional  full 
grown  birds  appear,  but  they  rarely  stay  for  long. 


GREYLAG  GOOSE  Anser  anser 

This  species,  originally  part  of  the  pinioned  collection,  now  appears  to  be 
established  as  a  feral  population  in  the  park.  Counts  of  geese  were  not  started 
until  1981/82  and  the  number  made  each  month  were  much  fewer  than  for  the 
ducks;  accordingly  the  data  are  based  on  peak  (rather  than  mean)  monthly 
figures.  Table  2  depicts  the  average  monthly  peak  counts  which  suggest  the 
possibility  that  geese  are  attracted  from  elsewhere  in  the  late  summer, 
though  most  occur  in  September  after  the  main  moulting  period.  Otherwise 
there  is  no  marked  seasonal  pattern.  Numbers  have  increased  steadily  since 
1981/82  (Table  3)  as  has  the  number  of  broods  raised,  from  two  in  1978  and 
1980  (no  counts  in  1979  and  1981)  to  a  maximum  of  seven  in  1985.  This 
species  had  not  been  subject  to  the  same  degree  of  control  from  the 
Bird-keeper  as  has  the  Canada  Goose.  The  geese  spend  much  of  their  time 
grazing  on  the  lawns  except  in  fine  weather,  when  these  become  crowded 
with  people.  They  also  feed  readily  on  bread  and  can  be  quite  importunate, 
pulling  at  people’s  clothing  in  order  to  attract  attention  in  the  hope  of 
receiving  food. 

Table  2.  Average  of  peak  monthly  counts  of  Canada  and  Greylag  Geese,  St.  James’s 
Park,  1981/82  to  1985/86. 

Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun 

Greylag  Goose  50  58  68  49  55  53  52  48  28  23  30  34 

Canada  Goose  116  140  93  50  71  64  72  87  55  34  59  82 
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Table  3.  Average  counts  of  Greylag  and  Canada  Geese  each  year  at  St.  James’s  Park. 

Greylag  Goose  Canada  Goose 

1981/82  28  78 

1982/83  26  65 

1983/84  49  71 

1984/85  49  87 

1985/86  .  66  103 


CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis 

This  goose  was  also  originally  part  of  the  pinioned  collection,  but  I  have  no 
information  on  the  extent  to  which  the^present  population  is  derived  from 
that  source  or  from  feral  populations  elsewhere.  Table  2,  depicting  the  peak 
monthly  counts  shows  a  substantial  peak  in  July  and  August.  These  represent 
moulting  birds  that  gather  on  the  fenced  off  lawns  by  the  shore,  especially  on 
the  north  side  of  the  lake.  For  the  rest  of  the  year  numbers  are  much  lower 
but  there  is  no  obvious  seasonal  pattern  other  than  a  suggestion  of  a  decrease 
in  April.  In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  London  Area  (Baker  1985),  Canada 
Geese  have  increased  in  the  park,  as  evidenced  by  the  average  of  each  year’s 
counts  shown  in  Table  3.  The  rate  of  increase  has  been  affected  by  the 
activities  of  the  Bird-keeper.  Consequently,  brood  data  do  not  represent  the 
breeding  potential  of  the  park  over  the  period  1978  to  1986;  an  average  of  five 
broods  has  been  raised  per  annum  (range  three  to  eight).  As  with  Greylags 
this  species  grazes  on  the  lawns  and  takes  bread  (and  also  pulls  at  people’s 
clothing),  but  in  addition  it  takes  leaves  from  overhanging  trees,  especially 
willows  Salix. 


MALLARD  Anas  platyrhynchos 

Mallard  are,  numerically,  the  second  most  important  duck  species  to  use  the 
park  and,  for  the  period  July  to  October,  it  is  the  commonest  duck  there 
(Table  4).  The  highest  numbers  usually  occur  from  about  the  second  week  in 
July  to  the  third  week  in  August  when  in  excess  of  150  and  sometimes  over 
200  gather  to  moult.  This  species  has  been  known  to  use  the  park  for 
moulting  since  1953;  in  the  late  1950s  numbers  exceeded  200,  but  they 
declined  in  the  1960s  (E.  H.  Gillham pers.  comm.).  Sex  ratios  have  not  been 
studied  in  these  months  because  of  the  difficulty  of  accurately  sexing  and 
ageing  the  birds,  unless  they  are  at  very  close  range.  Numbers  gradually 
dwindle  from  the  end  of  August  until,  in  most  years,  another,  smaller,  peak 
occurs  during  the  winter.  Numbers  then  drop  to  their  lowest  ebb  in  April  and 
May,  no  doubt  exaggerated  by  the  absence  from  view  of  incubating  females. 
Between  1981/2  and  1984/5  the  annual  monthly  averages  varied  only  between 
123  and  136  and  showed  no  obvious  trend,  but  in  1985/6  the  average  (based 
on  about  one-quarter  of  the  number  of  counts  in  the  previous  years)  fell  to 
98.  This  trend  continued  into  1986/7  with  no  major  moulting  concentration  in 
July  and  monthly  counts  generally  only  at  about  half  the  level  or  less  of  the 
1981/2  to  1984/5  averages.  The  reason  for  this  decline  has  not  been  identified. 

The  Mallard’s  nesting  season  is  protracted,  but  there  are  no  records  in  the 
present  study  of  either  exceptionally  early  or  exceptionally  late  hatching 
dates  for  the  park.  The  first  broods  are  seen  in  April  (earliest  Apr.  5th  1982) 
and  most  appear  on  the  lake  in  July  when  46%  of  the  newly  hatched  broods 
have  been  recorded  (Table  5).  All  but  one  of  the  few  August  broods  have  v 
been  seen  in  the  first  week  of  that  month,  the  latest  being  on  Aug.  12th  1979. 
Counts  of  pairs  have  not  been  made  but  the  numbers  of  females  in  March  and 
April  and  of  newly  hatched  broods  are  shown  in  Table  6.  If  all  the  females 
recorded  in  March  actually  pair,  these  data  suggest  an  average  nesting 
population  of  about  30  pairs  in  the  years  1982  to  1985. 
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Table  4.  Average  and  peak  counts  of  Mallard,  Pochard,  Tufted  Duck  and  Coot  in  St. 
James’s  Park. 


Jul  Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun 

Mallard  (1981/2  to  84/5) 

Average 

146 

120 

103 

121 

105 

117 

124 

108 

98 

79 

81 

92 

Peak 

211 

212 

133 

152 

166 

189 

169 

133 

155 

112 

102 

119 

Pochard 

Average  (1977/8  to  84/5) 

26 

35 

42 

34 

30 

28 

32 

50 

44 

33 

28 

24 

Peak  (1977/8  to  81/2) 

54 

75 

75 

65 

56 

77 

95 

86 

101 

74 

49 

48 

Peak  (1982/3  to  84/5) 

13 

29 

18 

26 

28 

29 

25 

40 

45 

40 

35 

21 

Tufted  Duck  (1977/8  to  84/5) 

Average 

66 

31 

57 

68 

118 

200 

299 

261 

209 

178 

132 

109 

Peak 

105 

88 

94 

103 

191 

367 

379 

374 

289 

224 

209 

149 

Coot  (1977/8  to  85/6) 

Average 

90 

87 

103 

101 

104 

108 

137 

115 

102 

80 

88 

76 

Peak 

146 

138 

153 

139 

154 

165 

182 

160 

141 

120 

96 

120 

Table  5.  Mean  number  per  annum,  and  percentage  distribution  of,  newly  hatched 
broods,  St.  James’s  Park. 


Percentage  distribution 


Mallard 

Seasons 

1978-86 

Annual 

mean 

17 

April 

13% 

May 

13% 

June 

23% 

July 

46% 

August 

5% 

Pochard 

1978-86 

5 

— 

2% 

51% 

47% 

— 

Tufted 

1977-86 

22 

— 

— 

9% 

77% 

14% 

Table  6.  Counts  of  female  Mallard  and  newly  hatched  broods,  St.  James’s  Park,  1982  to 
1985. 

Average  number  of  females  Minimum  number 


March 

April 

of  broods 

1982 

17 

13 

15 

1983 

30 

23 

29 

1984 

39 

21 

16 

1985 

30 

14 

17 

Mean 

29 

18 

19 

Sex  ratio  counts  were  made  in  the  four  seasons  1981/2  to  1984/5  for  October 
to  June  inclusive.  The  proportion  of  females  is  remarkably  constant  at  about 
one-third  from  October  to  February.  Thereafter  theproportion  of  females 
falls  as  they  begin  incubating,  with  30%  in  March,  20%  in  April  and  May  and 
18%  in  June.  These  proportions  are  much  lower  than  the  44%  reported  by 
Owen  and  Dix  (1986)  for  the  whole  of  Britain  in  1983/84. 

SHOVELER  Anas  clypeata 

The  Shoveler  is  a  winter  visitor  to  the  park,  the  wild  birds  usually  keeping 
quite  separate  from  the  small  flock  of  pinioned  birds  in  the  collection.  The 
first  usually  appear  in  October  (earliest  5th)  and  numbers  fluctuate  markedly 
from  count  to  count;  frequently  they  are  absent  altogether.  Peak  numbers 
sometimes  coincide  with  hard  weather.  The  last  are  usually  seen  in  March  but 
there  were  four  on  Apr.  6th  one  year.  Numbers  are  too  small  and  erratic  to 
warrant  the  calculation  of  averages  but  Table  7  shows  the  peak  occurring 
each  winter  since  1980/81  when  wild  Shovelers  were  first  noticed  on  a  regular 
basis. 
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Table  7.  Maximum  number  of  Shovelers  counted  each  season,  St.  James’s  Park. 


1980/81 

29 

1983/84 

16 

1981/82 

15 

1984/85 

19 

1982/83 

30 

1985/86 

41 

POCHARD  Aythya  ferina 

This  is  much  the  scarcest  of  the  wild  ducks  that  breeds  regularly  and  it  has 
suffered  a  marked  decline  over  the  period  of  the  study.  Table  4  shows  the 
monthly  averages  over  eight  seasons  and  the  peaks  separately  for  1977/78  to 
1981/82  and  1982/83  to  1984/85.  This  shows  a  decline  in  peak  counts  between 
the  two  periods  of  between  half  andHhree-quarters  in  most  months.  The 
breeding  population  shows  the  greatest  reduction.  Minimum  brood  counts 
have  declined  from  12  and  ten  in  1978  and  1979  respectively,  to  between  only 
two  and  four  in  all  subsequent  years  except  for  two  -  six  in  1983  but  only  one 
in  1986.  The  monthly  distribution  of  newly  hatched  broods  is  shown  in  Table 
5.  The  reasons  for  the  decline  in  the  fortunes  of  this  species  in  St.  James’s 
Park  are  unknown. 

The  seasonal  pattern  for  1977/78  to  1979/80  (for  which  sex  ratio  counts 
were  made)  is  depicted  in  Fig.  1 ;  the  pattern  of  total  counts  is  similar  in  other 
seasons.  Unlike  the  pattern  for  Tufted  Ducks,  there  is  a  marked  late  summer 
or  autumn  peak  (August  for  females,  September  for  drakes).  In  years  for 
which  five  or  more  counts  per  month  were  made  in  August  and  September, 
numbers  fluctuated  markedly,  suggesting  passage  through  the  area  following 
the  wing  moult.  This  is  consistent  with  their  behaviour  in  that  on  early 
autumn  days  when  there  is  a  noticeable  increase  in  numbers,  most  Pochards 
are  normally  to  be  found  in  a  relatively  compact  flock  in  the  centre  of  the 
lake,  suggesting  that  they  are  unfamiliar  with  the  environment  and  more 
nervous  than  those  which  have  been  present  in  the  park  for  some  time.  Such 
autumn  influxes  were  observed  by  a  former  Bird-keeper,  Mr  T.  Hinton  and 
by  E.  H.  Gillham  ( pers.comm .)  between  1945  and  1975. 


Fig.  1.  Average  monthly  population  structure  of  Pochard,  St.  James’s  Park,  1977/78  to 
1979/80. 
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The  autumn  passage  is  followed  by  a  decline  to  a  low  point  in  December, 
after  which  there  is  an  increase  to  a  larger  late  winter  peak,  usually  in 
February  but  once  in  March.  The  winter  peak  does  not  usually  coincide  with 
hard  weather  which  implies  early  return  passage. 

The  percentage  of  females  each  month  in  the  seasons  1977/78  to  1979/80 
varied  from  24%  in  October  to  47%  in  August.  This  compares  with  29.5% 
reported  by  Owen  and  Dix  ( op.cit .)  for  Britain  and  between  28%  and  40% 
for  the  estimated  west  European  population. 

TUFTED  DUCK  Ay  thy  a  fuligula 

Although  at  times  more  Mallard  than  Tufted  Ducks  are  present,  the  latter  is 
usually  by  far  the  commonest  duck  on  the  lake  and  in  the  seasons  1977/78  to 
1981/82  the  peak  winter  count  represented  between  5%  and  9%  of  the  peak 
count  of  Tufted  Ducks  in  the  London  Area  as  recorded  in  the  winter  wildfowl 
counts  (Oliver  1983).  In  1985/6  the  average  population  from  November  to 
February  at  429  was  close  to  the  criterion  of  500  for  national  importance 
(Salmon  1982).  The  monthly  average  and  peak  counts  for  1977/78  to  1984/85 
are  shown  in  Table  4  and  the  average  monthly  population  for  1977/78  to 
1980/81  depicted  in  Fig.  2.  Together,  these  clearly  show  the  low  point  in 
August  when  almost  all  the  drakes  have  left  to  moult  elsewhere  and  the 
steady  build-up  to  a  peak  in  January  or,  sometimes,  in  February.  Thereafter, 
there  is  normally  a  steady  fall  until  the  summering  population  remains  in  May 
and  June,  the  moulting  exodus  commencing  in  July.  Both  the  seasonal 
pattern  and  the  average  population  each  month  have  remained  stable  over 
the  period  1977/78  to  1984/85,  no  clear  trends  being  discernible.  Only  in  the 
cold  weather  of  1985/86  and  1986/87  has  there  been  any  marked  deviation, 
with  a  maximum  of  909  in  February  1986  and  800  in  January  1987,  the  former 
equivalent  to  nearly  two  and  a  half  times  the  previous  highest  count  (in 
January  1979)  during  the  study.  The  percentage  of  females  varies  from  a 
peak  of  71%  in  August,  when  most  males  have  departed  for  the  wing  moult, 
to  a  low  point  of  28%  in  December.  Thereafter,  the  percentage  of  females 
280 


Fig.  2.  Average  monthly  population  structure  of  Tufted  Duck,  St.  James’s  Park, 
1977/78  to  1980/81. 
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rises  slowly  to  reach  about  40%  from  March  to  June.  These  ratios  are 
consistent  with  those  reported  by  Owen  and  Dix  (op.  cit. ) .  The  distribution  of 
the  sexes  on  the  lake  is  far  from  uniform  and  throughout  the  late  autumn  and 
winter  groups  comprised  almost  exclusively  of  drakes  can  be  found  on 
favoured  parts  of  the  lake,  notably  by  the  bridge.  Owen  and  Dix  postulate 
that  differential  sex  ratios  in  different  habitats  are  consistent  with  competi¬ 
tion  between  the  sexes  for  favoured  sites.  The  concentration  of  drake  Tufted 
Ducks  by  the  bridge  in  St.  James’s  Park  may  therefore  be  attributable  to  the 
ready  supply  of  food  provided  by  the  public  at  that  spot. 

A  ringing  programme  carried  out  in  St.  James’s  (and  in  other  central 
London  parks)  by  R.  F.  Sanderson  et  al.  (pers.comm .),  confirms  the  likely 
origin  of  the  many  Tufted  Ducks  wintering  in  central  London.  Seventeen 
recoveries/controls  are  suggestive  of  birds  breeding  in  Russia  (as  far  east  as 
the  River  Ob),  Finland  and  Scandinavia;  there  is  also  a  recovery  of  a  female 
suggestive  of  breeding  in  Czechoslovakia.  Apart  from  local  movements,  the 
only  recovery  to  the  west  is  of  a  drake  shot  in  a  subsequent  winter  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

St.  James’s  has  long  been  recognised  as  an  important  breeding  location  for 
the  Tufted  Duck  (Homes  1957)  and  in  the  period  1977  to  1986  an  average  of 
22  broods  per  annum  has  been  counted  (Table  5)  with  a  range  of  13  to  38. 
These  brood  counts  underestimate  the  population  and  applying  a  factor  of 
2.5  to  the  average  number  of  broods  to  estimate  the  number  of  pairs  present 
in  the  nesting  season  (Oliver  1985)  would  give  an  average  summer 
population  of  55  pairs.  This  compares  with  68  pairs  recorded  in  the  Tufted 
Duck  Census  in  1984  (Oliver  op. cit.).  Insufficient  counts  were  made  of  pairs 
but  an  alternative  means  of  assessing  the  number  of  pairs  is  to  base  this  on 
females  alone  since  there  is  normally  a  surplus  of  drakes  and  most  females 
are  paired.  In  the  years  1978  to  1981  the  average  number  of  females  present 
in  May  and  June  was  54  and  53  respectively.  This  is  similar  to  the  estimate 
based  on  brood  counts  and  to  the  average  number  of  breeding  (61)  and 
non-breeding  (9)  females  reported  for  the  seasons  1978-1984  by  Gillham  (in 
press).  The  average  population  of  potential  breeding  pairs  thus  accounts  for 
about  5%  of  the  total  for  the  London  Area  (using  the  figures  in  Oliver  1985). 

The  breeding  season  of  the  Tufted  Duck  is  late  (Cramp  and  Simmons 
1977)  and  the  data  for  St.  James’s  Park  are  consistent  with  this,  77%  of  newly 
hatched  broods  being  recorded  in  July  (Table  5).  Extreme  dates  for  newly 
hatched  broods  are  June  8th  and  Aug.  30th. 


OTHER  SPECIES  OF  WILDFOWL 

The  collection  of  ornamental  waterfowl  contains  a  wide  range  of  species, 
details  of  which  are  given  in  the  Appendix.  Wild  individuals  are  also 
attracted  but  if  the  species  concerned  has  free-flying  birds  of  its  own  kind  in 
the  collection,  the  visitor  is  likely  to  remain  undetected.  No  attempt  has 
therefore  been  made  to  compile  a  comprehensive  list  of  these  immigrants. 
Three  species  kept  as  ornamental  birds,  Gadwall  Anas  strepera,  Red-crested 
Pochard  Netta  rufina  and  Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis ,  have  either  bred 
at  large  in  the  park  on  a  reasonably  regular  basis  or  are  showing  signs  that 
they  may  do  so  and  details  are  given  here.  The  information  on  Gadwall  and 
Red-crested  Pochard  was  kindly  supplied  by  E.  H.  Gillham. 

Gadwall  have  been  in  the  collection  since  at  least  1949  and  in  the  late  1950s 
they  bred  successfully;  in  at  least  two  autumns  there  were  influxes  from 
beyond  the  park.  Breeding  season  numbers  averaged  ten  between  1967  and 
1969  and  there  were  18  in  1972.  The  breeding  season  maximum  in  the  late 
1970s  and  early  1980s  was  17.  In  most  years  there  were  usually  some 
full-winged  birds  on  the  lake  and  free-flying  young  were  seen  from  time  to 
time. 
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Four  pairs  of  Red-crested  Pochard  were  introduced  in  1950  and  for  most  of 
that  decade  they  bred  well,  with  some  young  becoming  free-flying.  One 
ringed  in  the  park  in  1952  was  recorded  in  Holland  in  January  1953  and 
another  ringed  in  September  1952  was  recovered  in  Staffordshire  a  month  or 
so  later.  From  the  early  1960s  they  decreased.  From  the  1967  to  1969 
breeding  season  numbers  were  about  13,  falling  to  seven  in  1972.  The 
breeding  season  population  in  the  1970s  and  early  1980s  was  around  12, 
mostly  drakes.  An  influx  early  one  spring  increased  numbers  to  18,  also 
mostly  drakes.  In  most  years  to  the  mid-1980s  three  or  four  full-winged  birds 
were  present  on  the  lake.  After  the  early  1960s  only  one  or  two  young 
became  free-flying  but  this  was  not  an  annual  event. 

Ruddy  Ducks  have  been  kept  in  the  pens  on  Duck  Island  from  the  early 
1980s  but  several  pinioned  birds  escaped  onto  the  lake  early  in  1985  (M.  Kerr 
pers.comm. )  and  a  female  with  a  newly  hatched  brood  of  two  ducklings  was 
seen  in  August  that  year.  In  July  1986  a  full  grown  juvenile  that  may  have 
been  full-winged  was  seen.  More  pinioned  birds  escaped  onto  the  lake  early 
in  1987  as  a  result  of  which  up  to  eight  adults  could  be  seen,  usually  near  Duck 
Island. 


MOORHEN  Gallinula  chloropus 

The  Moorhen  is  less  obvious  in  the  park  than  the  Coot,  many  individuals 
spending  much  time  in  the  cover  of  Duck  Island.  Observations  from  the 
snore  thus  underestimate  the  numbers  and  few  counts'  have  therefore  been 
made,  the  highest  being  26  in  February  1984.  According  to  Gillham 
(pers.comm.)  this  species  was  more  numerous  in  the  park  between  the  1950s 
and  the  early  1970s.  Consistent  data  have  not  been  obtained  on  broods.  The 
species  nests  annually  and  newly  hatched  broods  can  be  seen  from  May  to 
early  August  and  sometimes  as  late  as  September  (E.  H.  Gillham 
pers.comm.).  The  breeding  population  was  probably  in  the  range  of  eight  to 
12  pairs  in  most  seasons  during  the  study. 


COOT  Fulica  atra 

The  Coot  was  introduced  in  1926  and  a  substantial  breeding  and  non¬ 
breeding  population  has  since  become  established.  Table  4  shows,  for  both 
average  and  peak  counts,  a  steady  build-up  in  the  autumn  to  a  winter  peak  in 
January  followed  by  a  decline  to  a  low  point  in  June.  This  pattern  has 
occurred  consistently  each  year,  but  over  the  period  of  the  survey  there  has 
been  a  marked  increase  in  the  population  at  all  seasons  as  demonstrated  by 
the  average  and  peak  counts  for  each  year  shown  in  Table  8.  The  number  of 
counts  prior  to  1981/82  was  limited,  but  the  trend  of  increasing  numbers  from 
that  year  is  marked,  the  mean  count  for  1985/86  being  more  than  double  that 
for  1981/82.  This  increase  has  occurred  principally  in  the  non-breeding 
population  for  the  number  of  occupied  nests  counted  in  mid- April  has,  apart 
from  a  peak  of  29  in  1985,  been  remarkably  constant  (Table  9)  and  has 
averaged  21  over  the  years  1979  to  1986.  These  figures  exclude  half-built 
nests  in  unsuitable  sites.  Whereas  occupied  nests  are  mostly  built  in  the  lake 
close  to  the  bank  or  on  submerged  objects  such  as  pipes,  fountains,  or 
concrete  slabs,  there  are,  each  year,  usually  three  or  four  partially  completed 
nests  built  in  exposed  positions  on  the  grass  banks  adjacent  to  the  water’s 
edge.  Coots  sit  on  these  nests  for  a  time  but  they  are  never  completed  and 
presumably  are  built  either  by  inexperienced  immature  birds,  or  by  adults 
that  are  not  sufficiently  dominant  to  be  able  to  obtain  one  of  the  limited 
number  of  more  secure  sites  on  the  lake  itself. 
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Table  8.  Average  and  peak  counts  of  Coots  each  year  at  St.  James’s  Park. 


Average 

Peak 

Average 

Peak 

1977/78 

66 

80 

1982/83 

87 

105 

1978/79 

61 

89 

1983/84 

97 

123 

1979/80 

69 

77 

1984/85 

123 

182 

1980/81 

64 

67 

1985/86 

145 

168 

1981/82 

69 

89 

Table  9.  Number  of  occupied  Coots’  nests  in  mid-April,  St.  James’s  Park. 


1979 

22 

1983 

19 

1980 

21 

1984 

19 

1981 

no  count 

1985 

29 

1982 

16 

1986 

21 

The  average  and  minimum  distances  between  fully  completed  nests  fell 
within  the  ranges  given  by  Cramp  and  Simmons  (1979).  Data  on  the  number 
and  timing  of  broods  hatched  are  insufficient  for  analysis,  but  according  to 
M.  Kerr  {pers.comm .)  breeding  success  is  often  low,  many  clutches 
frequently  being  stolen  or  vandalised  by  youths.  E.  H.  Gillham  ( pers.comm .) 
in  several  years  of  study  in  the  1970s  never  recorded  an  average  of  more  than 
one  young  per  brood  being  reared. 

In  addition  to  the  breeding  birds  there  is  a  large  non-breeding  population 
that  usually  spends  a  good  deal  of  the  day  loafing  on  the  banks  near  the 
bridge.  Thus  on  Apr.  28th  1980,  in  addition  to  those  with  nests,  there  were  65 
other  adults  of  which  41  were  concentrated  in  that  area.  These  loafing  parties 
are  a  consistent  feature  throughout  the  year. 


BLACK-HEADED  GULL  Larus  ridibundus 

Gulls  are  not  so  restricted  to  areas  of  open  water  as  are  the  other  species 
reviewed  in  this  paper.  In  consequence  they  are  more  widespread  through¬ 
out  Inner  London  and  the  numbers  in  the  park  can  be  expected  to  fluctuate 
even  during  the  course  of  a  day  as  birds  move  about  from  park  to  park  and  to 
and  from  the  River  Thames.  Accordingly  the  counts  that  have  been  made  are 
less  representative  of  the  status  of  the  species  in  Inner  London  than  those  for 
the  principal  wildfowl  species  considered. 


Table  10.  Mean  of  monthly  peak  counts  of  Black-headed  Gulls,  St.  James’s  Park, 
1977/78  to  1985/86. 

Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun 

127  193  250  68  239  235  528  388  126  76  20  7 

Table  10  shows  the  mean  of  the  monthly  peak  counts,  the  average  for  the 
months  of  November  to  March  inclusive  being  approximately  300.  The 
highest  count  was  of  900  during  hard  weather  on  Jan.  14th  1979.  Table  10 
shows  clearly  the  departure  of  wintering  birds  by  April  (though  there  were  as 
many  as  365  sub-adults  still  present  as  late  as  Apr.  27th  1984)  and  their 
re-appearance  in  July.  A  full  review  and  interpretation  of  the  wintering 
population  in  the  park  has  recently  been  made  by  Gosling  (1986). 
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OTHER  GULLS 

The  numbers  of  other  gulls  present  in  the  park  at  any  time  are  insignificant. 
Herring  Gulls  L.argentatus  are  resident  in  small  numbers  and  a  pair  or  two 
have  bred  in  the  park  or  on  nearby  buildings  in  most  recent  years.  One  or 
more  yellow-legged  individuals  have  been  consistently  present  since  1980, 
but  these  otherwise  have  the  appearance  of  L.a.argentatus  rather  than  one  of 
the  yellow-legged  races  (Oliver  1981). 

Common  Gulls  L.canus  and  Great-Black-backed  Gulls  L.marinus  appear 
occasionally  in  winter,  with  highest  numbers  (rarely  double  figures  of 
Common  and  no  more  than  five  Great  Black-backs)  in  hard  weather  when 
the  lake  is  frozen.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  L.fuscus  may  appear  occa¬ 
sionally  in  ones  or  twos  at  the  time  of  spring  and  autumn  passage. 


EVENING  FLIGHT 

One  of  the  more  surprising  and  dramatic  spectacles  to  be  seen  when 
birdwatching  in  Inner  London  is  the  evening  flight  out  of  the  park  that  takes 
place  daily  around  dusk  during  the  winter.  This  can  best  be  observed  from 
the  bridge.  The  contrast  between  the  small  parties  of  ducks  and  geese  taking 
off  and,  with  a  rush  of  whistling  wings,  passing  low  overhead,  with  the  crowds 
of  office  workers  hurrying  home  across  the  park,  could  not  be  more  marked. 
Mallard,  Pochard,  Tufted  Duck,  Greylag  and  Canada  Geese  take  part  in  this 
evening  departure  but  some  individuals  of  each  species  remain  in  the  park 
and  presumably  spend  the  night  there.  (The  lights  in  the  park  illuminate 
some  parts  of  the  lake  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  confirm  after  dark  the 
presence  and  identity  of  wildfowl  remaining  there). 

My  observations  on  the  direction  of  departure  show  no  consistency  but  I 
have  found  it  difficult  to  be  sure  of  the  ultimate  direction  of  departure  at 
dusk.  E.  H.  Gillham  (pers.comm .)  reports  Mallard  and  Canada  Geese 
heading  in  the  direction  of  Hyde  Park  and  Tufted  and  Pochard  leaving  to  the 
southwest. 

In  contrast  to  the  wildfowl,  all  the  gulls  leave  well  before  dusk  and 
presumably  join  the  hundreds  of  thousands  that  roost  on  the  London 
reservoirs.  No  observations  have  been  made  on  the  return  flights  of  either 
wildfowl  or  gulls  into  the  park. 


EARLIER  COUNTS  AT  ST.  JAMES’S  PARK 

The  only  previously  published  detailed  counts  from  St.  James’s  Park  are 
those  of  Cramp  and  Teagle  (1952)  who  made  monthly  observations  from 
November  1949  to  March  1950.  There  was  no  severe  weather  in  that  winter. 
Table  11  compares,  for  the  commonest  species,  the  mean  and  maxima  of 
their  counts  with  those  for  November  to  March  based  on  the  present  study. 
Changes  have  occurred  in  most  species.  The  mean  counts  of  Mallard  are  less 
than  half  those  recorded  by  Cramp  and  Teagle.  Moorhens  too  have  probably 
declined.  Although  the  figures  for  Pochard  show  an  increase  since  1949-50 
this  masks  the  recent  sharp  decline  in  this  species;  the  counts  for  1983/84  to 
1985/86  are  similar  to  those  of  Cramp  and  Teagle.  The  Tufted  Duck  also 
shows  some  decrease,  though  the  picture  would  be  changed  if  the  exceptional 
influxes  in  1985/86  and  1986/87  were  taken  into  account.  Comparing  mean 
figures,  Coot  and  Black-headed  Gull  have  each  increased  by  about  80%. 
Shovelers  were  not  recorded  by  Cramp  and  Teagle  and  neither  Greylag  nor 
Canada  Geese  had  been  introduced  at  the  time  of  their  study. 

Comparing  these  changes  with  the  indices  based  on  the  winter  wildfowl 
counts  (Oliver  1983)  shows  no  correlation  for  either  Mallard  or  Pochard.  In 
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the  case  of  Tufted  Duck,  the  London  Area  index  for  1977/78  was  about  10% 
higher  than  that  for  1947/48  (there  were  no  co-ordinated  counts  in  1949/50). 
The  appearance  of  Shovelers  as  regular  winter  visitors  is  consistent  with  the 
steady  increase  shown  by  the  London  Area  index.  Canada  Geese  too  have 
increased  substantially  in  the  London  Area  and  beyond  (Baker  1985),  but 
the  feral  population  of  Greylags  is  matched,  in  the  London  Area,  only  by 
those  at  Sevenoaks  and  in  the  Colne  Valley. 


Table  11.  Mean  and  maximum  counts  of  selected  full-winged  species  from  November  to 
March  in  St.  James’s  Park.  1949/50  data  based  on  Cramp  and  Teagle  (1952). 
Data  for  this  study  based  on  varying  seasons  (see  methods).  (N.C.  =  ‘no 
count’  or  ‘not  calculated’,  as  appropriate;  *  =  includes  a  few  pinioned  birds. 
Pinioned  Shoveler  are  also  present  on  the  lake  but  are  excluded  from  the 
above  count). 


1949-50  This  study 


Mean 

Max 

Mean 

Max 

Little  Grebe 

1 

3 

N.C. 

6 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

— 

— 

N.C. 

2 

Mute  Swan 

N.C. 

N.C. 

N.C. 

2 

Greylag  Goose 

— 

— 

47 

79 

Canada  Goose 

— 

— 

70 

124 

Wigeon 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Mallard 

277 

349 

110 

189 

Shoveler 

— 

— 

N.C. 

41 

Pochard 

24 

29 

37 

101 

Tufted  Duck 

290 

471 

217 

379 

Moorhen 

41 

54 

N.C. 

26 

Coot 

63 

88 

113 

182 

Black-headed  Gull 

160 

329 

305 

900 

Local  conditions  may  have  been  important  in  sustaining  some  of  the 
increases.  Dabchicks  appeared  regularly  immediately  following  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  fish  in  1982  and  nested  the  next  year,  and  the  availability  of  large 
areas  of  lawn  has  provided  a  stable  food  source  for  the  geese.  Food  provided 
for  the  collection  and  the  supply  of  bread  from  the  public  are  also  obviously 
important,  but  are  unlikely  to  have  changed  much  in  quantity  over  the  years. 
With  the  exception  of  Tufted  Duck  and  Coot,  there  are  no  detailed  studies  of 
breeding  populations  in  the  park.  Gillham  (1957  and  1958)  found  between  12 
and  18  pairs  of  Tufted  Ducks  between  1953  and  1957  so  there  has  clearly  been 
an  increase  in  the  park  since  then  though  over  the  period  of  the  present  study 
numbers  have  shown  no  strong  trend.  Possibly,  therefore,  the  breeding 
population  is  at  capacity  for  the  park,  the  limiting  factor  perhaps  being  the 
number  of  suitable  nest  sites  available.  Cramp  (1947)  recorded  eight  Coot 
territories  in  1943  and  nine  the  next  year,  with  non-breeders  varying  between 
14  in  summer  and  81  in  winter.  There  has  clearly  been  a  large  increase  in  both 
the  breeding  and  non-breeding  populations,  though  the  peak  counts  in  this 
study  did  not  materially  exceed  that  of  Cramp  until  1982/83  (Table  8). 


COMPARISON  WITH  PAST  STUDIES  IN  OTHER  CENTRAL  PARKS 

Most  of  the  studies  of  other  Central  London  parks  were  made  in  the  1960s 
(e.g.  Wallace  1961,  Gooders  1965  and  Sanderson  1968).  Data  based  on  these 
studies  is  summarised  in  Table  12  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that,  with  the 
exception  of  Mallard  in  Regent’s  Park  (c.50  pairs  in  1959)  the  breeding 
populations  were  very  much  lower  elsewhere  than  in  St.  James’s  Park.  There 
is  no  evidence  from  recent  LBR’s  that  this  situation  has  since  changed 
“  markedly. 
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Table  12.  Data  from  central  London  parks  on  breeding  and  wintering  numbers  of 
selected  species  occurring  in  St.  James’s  Park.  (Data  for  Kensington 
Gardens  from  Sanderson  (1968),  for  Regent’s  Park  from  Wallace  (1961)  and 
for  Clapham  and  Wandsworth  Commons  from  Gooders  (1975)).  V  =  bred, 
but  no  numerical  data  given. 


Mute 

Canada 

Tufted 

Swan 

Goose 

Mallard 

Pochard 

Duck 

Moorhen  Coot 

Breeding 

Kensington  Gardens 

1947 

V 

V 

V 

V 

1967 

V 

V 

erratic 

1-2  prs 

V  V 

(up  to  5  prs) 

Regent’s  Park 

1959 

several 

c.50  prs 

5  broods 

5  broods 

pairs 

Clapham  Common 

1962 

1  pr 

c.  10  prs 

1  pr 

4  prs  3  prs 

Wandsworth  Common 

1964 

c.  10  prs 

3  prs  4  prs 

Winter 

Kensington  Gardens 

1925/26 

203 

25 

19 

23 

1948/49 

94 

18 

94 

13  2 

1966/67 

158 

1 

124 

24  13 

Regent’s  Park 

1959  (max) 

8 

V 

730 

32 

86 

V  V 

Clapham  and 
Wandsworth  Common 

V 

V 

V 

V 

V  V 

Data  is  also  available  for  the  winter  populations  based  on  the  regular  winter 
wildfowl  counts  and  these  have  recently  been  summarised  by  Owen  et  al. 
(1986).  Mean  counts  are  not  available  from  all  localities  so  the  comments  that 
follow  are  based  on  a  comparison  of  maximum  counts.  In  the  case  of  Mallard, 
the  maximum  winter  count  at  St.  James’s  Park,  198,  is  modest,  Owen  et  al. 
(op.cit.)  listing  ten  Inner  London  or  suburban  parks  with  higher  counts.  In 
the  case  of  Pochard,  however,  there  were  only  two  sites  holding  more  than 
St.  James’s  (Alexandra  and  Regent’s)  as  there  were  with  Canada  Geese 
(Serpentine/Long  Water  and  Kew  Gardens)  but  for  Tufted  Duck  the  St. 
James’s  Park  population  is  by  far  the  largest  of  those  listed  by  Owen  etal.,  no 
other  water  having  held  as  many  as  300.  Thus  not  only  does  St.  James’s  Park 
hold  the  second  largest  breeding  population  of  that  species  in  the  London 
Area  (Oliver  1985),  it  is  also  the  most  important  central  park  wintering 
locality  for  that  species. 


CONCLUSION 

At  first  sight,  a  busy  Inner  London  park,  albeit  with  a  lake,  might  be 
considereaan  unlikely  area  for  anything  more  than  a  handful  of  Mallard  and 
a  collection  of  pinioned  wildfowl.  Yet  St.  James’s  Park  contributes  materially 
to  the  importance  of  the  London  Area  for  wildfowl.  The  regular  wintering 
flock  of  Tufted  Ducks  in  the  years  to  1984/85  verged  on  the  criteria  for 
national  importance  and  the  larger  numbers  in  the  two  subsequent  winters 
bring  it  beyond  that  level.  This  is  complemented  by  the  large  breeding 
population  of  Tufted  Ducks.  The  locality  was  also  one  of  only  six  in  the 
London  Area  where  more  than  500  wildfowl  were  reported  during  the  1985 
summer  wildfowl  survey  (Oliver  1986).  The  aggregate  of  the  peak  winter 
counts  for  wildfowl  is  of  the  order  of  1,300-1,400  birds  or  about  10%  of  the 
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aggregate  peak  counts  in  the  whole  of  the  London  Area  in  1985/86  ( LBR 
50:34). 

But  even  at  a  local  level,  the  park  has  been  of  importance  as  a  regular 
moulting  area  for  Mallard  (at  least  until  1985)  and  still  is  for  geese  and  it  holds 
one  of  only  three  flocks  of  feral  Greylags  in  the  London  Area.  Whatever 
one’s  views  on  such  feral  birds,  the  opportunity  to  see  them  at  close  quarters 
in  the  centre  of  a  major  metropolis  is  not  one  to  be  lightly  dismissed. 

The  importance  of  the  park  has  clearly  increased,  for  compared  with 
1949/50,  the  number  of  water  bird  species  occurring  regularly  in  winter  has 
increased  from  eight  to  twelve  (Table  11).  Of  these,  Coot  and  Black-headed 
Gull  have  increased  markedly  and  Great  Crested  Grebe,  Greylag,  Canada 
and  Shoveler  were  not  present  in  1949/50.  On  the  other  hand,  Mallard  and 
Moorhen  have  declined  and  Tufted  may  have  done  so.  Apart  from  a  single 
vagrant  Wigeon  in  1949/50,  no  species  present  then  was  absent  during  the 
present  study. 

While  the  location  and  wholly  artificial  nature  of  the  habitat  renders  it,  in 
one  sense,  vulnerable  to  changes  in  human  priorities  and  the  periodic 
draining  and  clearance  of  the  lake  do  not  foster  the  establishment  of  viable 
vegetative  and  invertebrate  populations,  the  popularity  of  the  park  and  its 
waterfowl  with  the  human  population  at  large,  including  both  domestic  and 
foreign  tourists,  probably  means  that  St.  James’s  is  as  secure  a  refuge  for 
water  birds  as  anywhere  else  in  the  country. 
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APPENDIX 

Waterfowl  in  the  collection  at  St.  James’s  Park  between  1978  and  1986. 

In  addition  to  the  pelicans  Pelicanidae  and  Cormorants  Phalacrocorax  carbo  the  following  species 
of  ornamental  waterfowl  have  been  recorded  in  the  collection  (based  on  data  supplied  by  M.  Kerr, 
E.  H.  Gillham  and  from  personal  observations). 


Fulvous  Whistling  Duck 

Dendrocygna  bicolor 

White-faced  Whistling  Duck 

D.  viduata 

*  Black  Swan 

Cygnus  atratus 

Pink-footed  Goose 

Anser  brachyrhynchus 

White-fronted  Goose 

A.  albifrons 

*Bar-headed  Goose 

A.  indicus 

Snow  Goose 

A.  caerulescens 

Ross’s  Goose 

A.  rossii 

Emperor  Goose 

A.  canagicus 

Hawaiian  Goose 

B.  sandvicensis 

*  Barnacle  Goose 

B.  leucopsis 

Brent  Goose 

B.  bernicla 

Red-breasted  Goose 

B.  ruficollis 

"Egyptian  Goose 
*  Ruddy  Shelduck 

Alopochen  aegyptiacus 
Taaorna  ferruginea 

Cape  Shelduck 

T.cana 

*  Shelduck 

T.  tadorna 

Rad  j  ah  Shelduck 

T.  radjah 

"Muscovy  Duck 

Cairina  moschata 

Ringed  Teal 

Callonetta  leucophrys 

"Carolina  Duck 

Aix  sponsa 

"Mandarin 

A.  galericulata 

Maned  Goose 

Chenonetta  jubata 

"Wigeon 

Anas  penelope 

"Chiloe  Wigeon 

A  sibilatrix 

"Gadwall 

A.  strepera 

Teal 

A.  crecca 

Cape  Teal 

A.  capensis 

"Crested  Duck 

A.  specularioides 

"Pintail 

A.  acuta 

Bahama  Pintail 

A.  bahamensis 

Garganey 

A.  querquedula 

Cinnamon  Teal 

A.  cyanoptera 

Shoveler 

A.  clypeata 

Marbled  Teal 

Marmaronetta  angus tiros tr is 

"Red-crested  Pochard 

Netta  rufina 

"Rosybill 

N.  peposaca 

Eider 

Somateria  mollisima 

Goldeneye 

Bucephala  clangula 

Ruddy  Duck 

Oxyura  jamaicensis 

*  indicates  full-winged  individuals  recorded. 

P.  J.  Oliver ,  1  Albany  Court,  Palmer  Street,  London  SW1. 
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Ringing  Report  for  1986 

J.  D.  Hook 


The  response  to  this  year’s  request  to  ringing  groups  and  individual  ringers  to 
submit  their  outstanding  recoveries  and  controls  was  similar  to  that  in  1985. 
For  the  second  consecutive  year  the  majority  of  the  ringing  totals  received 
showed  a  decrease  in  numbers,  which  was  also  evident  in  the  number  of 
recoveries.  An  exception  was  the  Dartford  R.G.  which  ringed  a  total  of  7,529 
birds,  the  group’s  highest  annual  ringing  total  since  it  was  formed  in  1968. 
The  general  reduction  in  ringing  totals  was  probably  due  in  part  to  the 
exceptionally  poor  weather  conditions  which  prevailed  for  most  of  the  period 
between  early  February  and  late  August.  The  word  atrocious  appeared 
several  times  in  ringing  reports  when  describing  weather  conditions, 
especially  for  April  and  May.  A  brief  synopsis  of  the  weather  during  the 
February  to  August  period  shows  that  there  were  substantial  snow  falls 
during  the  night  of  Feb.  5th  followed  by  more  localised  light  falls  during  the 
next  few  days.  With  winds  remaining  east  or  northeast  the  snow  cover 
remained  throughout  the  month.  Temperatures  were  exceptionally  low 
especially  from  the  9th  with  night  temperatures  dropping  to  -14°C,  making 
it  the  second  coldest  February  this  century.  Another  three  to  four  inches  of 
snow  fell  on  Mar.  1st  before  mild  southwesterly  winds  brought  in  rain  on  the 
4th.  Wind  and  rain  persisted  throughout  the  rest  of  March  and  only  a  few  fine 
days  were  recorded  during  April  and  May.  There  were  two  short  spells  of  fine 
weather  during  June,  the  first  from  the  13th  to  the  17th  and  the  second  from 
the  23rd  to  July  4th,  the  highest  temperature  for  the  year  was  recorded  during 
the  latter  period.  Further  rain  with  at  times  gale  force  winds  predominated 
during  the  rest  of  July  and  most  of  August. 

Prior  to  the  cold  spell  setting  in  Brambling  were  present  in  some  areas,  the 
Dartford  R.G.  ringed  134  during  late  January.  Siskin  numbers  were  high  and 
89  were  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  in  January  before  squirrels  found  the  nut 
bags  and  tore  them  open.  As  in  1985  once  the  cold  spell  had  set  in  ringing 
activities  were  curtailed,  other  than  at  locations  where  a  regular  food  supply 
was  available  for  the  birds.  During  this  period  high  numbers  of  Siskins  were 
caught  in  ringers’  gardens,  again  attracted  by  food.  Data  submitted  included 
a  graph  depicting  the  mean  weights  of  male  and  female  Siskins  caught  in  a 
garden  at  Croxley  Green,  Herts,  between  Feb.  22nd  and  Apr.  20th.  A 
sample  of  107  weights  (including  retraps)  was  taken  during  the  period  and 
showed  a  marked  difference  between  male  and  female  throughout  the 
period.  The  mean  weight  of  male  birds  on  Feb.  22nd  was  14.5  gms  declining 
to  12.9  gms  on  Mar.  15th  before  increasing  steadily  to  18.8  gms  by  Apr.  20th, 
three  of  these  male  birds  caught  during  April  weighed  over  19.0  gms.  The 
mean  weight  of  female  birds  on  Feb.  22nd  was  14.2  gms  dropping  to  1 1 .8  gms 
on  Mar.  18th  before  increasing  at  a  similar  rate  as  males  to  17.4  gms  by  Apr. 
20th.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  analysis  of  69  weights  of  the  same  species 
taken  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  from  Jan.  10th  to  Feb.  9th  showed  the  mean 
weight  of  both  sexes  to  be  similar  throughout  the  period,  being  13.0  gms  on 
Jan.  10th,  dropping  to  12.5  gms  on  the  26th  before  showing  a  slight  increase 
up  to  Feb.  9th  when  ringing  was  curtailed.  As  in  1985  the  cold  spell  resulted  in 
above  normal  numbers  of  ducks  being  ringed  in  the  Royal  Parks  and  included 
nine  Shoveler  which  were  caught  by  hand,  this  was  probably  the  first  instance 
of  this  species  being  caught  in  this  manner. 
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Again  this  year  there  appeared  to  be  a  substantial  drop  in  the  number  of 
Greenfinches  passing  through  the  Area  during  March  and  April,  when 
normally  several  are  controlled  returning  from  southwesterly  wintering 
quarters.  Only  two  were  controlled,  one  having  been  ringed  in  Guernsey, 
C.I.  and  the  other  in  Avon.  Nest  record  data  concerning  the  breeding  success 
rate  of  various  resident  passerine  species  indicated  that  a  large  percentage  of 
their  early  broods  were  lost  because  of  the  adverse  weather  conditions,  later 
broods  were  probably  more  successful.  A  very  good  breeding  season  for 
ducks  was  reported  from  the  Royal  Parks  and  at  Rye  Meads  a  record  number 
of  Common  Tern  nestlings  were  ringed.  During  the  late  summer  and  autumn 
there  were  indications  that  several  summer  migrant  species  had  bred 
successfully  within  the  Area  and  elsewhere.  Substantial  numbers  of  juvenile 
birds  which  had  been  ringed  as  pulli  were  controlled  during  the  dispersal 
period,  while  nearly  all  ringers  reported  an  increase  in  the  number  of  juvenile 
summer  migrant  species  ringed  during  the  main  autumn  passage  period. 
Especially  noticeable  was  the  increase  in  the  ringing  totals  of:  Sand  Martin, 
Yellow  Wagtail,  Lesser  Whitethroat,  Garden  Warbler  and  Willow  Warbler. 
As  a  result  of  using  tape  lures  exceptionally  high  numbers  of  House  Martins 
were  ringed  during  August  and  September,  over  400  were  caught  in  one  net 
at  Littlebrook,  Kent  on  Aug.  17th  and  308  at  Rye  Meads,  Herts,  on  Aug. 
30th.  A  further  decline  in  the  numbers  of  Goldcrests  ringed  was  reported, 
only  one  was  ringed  at  the  Queen  Mary  Res.  where  in  previous  years  annual 
totals  have  been  around  the  sixty  mark.  Redwing  was  another  species  which 
was  very  successfully  tape  lured  during  November  and  December,  although 
the  overall  annual  ringing  total  for  the  species  showed  no  significant  increase 
compared  with  1985.  Both  Starling  and  Tree  Sparrow  ringing  totals  for  the 
year  showed  a  further  decline  with  Tree  Sparrow  being  absent  from  some 
ringing  totals  which  in  past  years  have  shown  substantial  numbers  ringed. 

There  were  no  reports  of  any  rarities  being  caught  during  the  year, 
although  one  of  the  last  birds  to  be  added  to  the  annual  total  was  a  Cetti’s 
Warbler  ringed  at  West  Thurrock,  Essex  on  Dec.  21st. 


SELECTED  LATE  RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR  1984-1985 
AND  NOTES  OF  INTEREST 

The  only  late  1984  foreign  recovery  was  a  Sedge  Warbler  ringed  at  Rye 
Meads,  Herts,  on  July  23rd  1983  which  was  found  dead  at  Batchte-Maria- 
Leeme,  Oost-Vlaanderen,  Belgium  on  May  9th,  263  km  east-southeast. 

There  were  three  interesting  late  duck  recoveries  from  the  Continent  in 
1985.  A  Teal  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Jan.  20th  was  shot  at  Caseletti, 
Crespiatica,  Milano,  Italy  on  Nov.  20th,  1,018  km  southeast.  One  of  the 
farthest  south  recoveries  of  a  British  ringed  Pochard  was  a  bird  ringed  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  Jan.  8th  1982  which  was  shot  near  Priozernvy,  Kalmyk, 
USSR  (not  far  from  the  Caspian  Sea)  on  Sept.  20th,  3,313  km  east-southeast. 
A  Tufted  Duck  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  23rd  1984  and  found  dead  at 
Vinogradovkiy,  Region  Arkhangelsk,  USSR  on  May  30th,  2,854  km 
east-northeast  was  the  second  bird  of  this  species  ringed  in  the  Royal  Parks 
and  recovered  in  the  Region  Arkhangelsk  in  1985  ( LBR  50:189).  A  Kestrel 
ringed  as  a  nestling  at  Theobalds  Park,  Waltham  Cross,  Herts,  on  July  5th 
1982  was  found  dead  on  the  roadside  near  Sheringham,  Norfolk  on  Sept. 
15th.  The  only  late  wader  recovery  was  a  Dunlin  ringed  at  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  Kent  on  Feb.  18th  1984  and  controlled  at  Reda  Mouth,  Gdanski, 
Poland  on  July  25th,  1,266  km  east-northeast.  There  were  47  late  1985  field 
records  and  controls  of  foreign  ringed  Black-headed  Gulls  in  the  Royal  Parks 
and  another  nine  elsewhere  in  the  Area.  A  breakdown  of  the  47  in  the  Royal 
Parks  shows  that  one  was  ringed  in  Czechoslovakia,  seven  in  Denmark,  three 
in  Estonia,  two  in  Finland,  one  in  German  D.R. ,  two  in  German  F.R. ,  five  in 
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The  Netherlands,  two  in  Latvia,  19  in  Lithuania,  two  in  Norway,  one  in 
Poland,  one  in  Sweden  and  one  in  USSR.  A  Common  Tern  ringed  as  a  chick 
at  Rye  Meads  on  June  22nd  was  trapped  and  released  at  Keta,  Nigeria  on 
Dec.  20th,  4,479  km  south,  this  was  the  second  Common  Tern  recovery  from 
the  West  African  coast  in  1985.  A  Blue  Tit  ringed  as  a  nestling  at  the  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  Surrey  on  May  28th  1979  was  controlled  at  Laleham,  Surrey  on 
Dec.  6th,  six  and  a  half  years  later.  The  only  foreign  ringed  passerine 
recovery  was  a  male  Siskin  ringed  at  Norra  Rada,  Varmland,  Sweden  on 
Aug.  18th  1983  and  controlled  at  Egham,  Surrey  on  Nov.  30th,  1,898  km 
south-southwest. 


RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR  1986  AND  NOTES  OF 
INTEREST 

There  were  four  foreign  recoveries  of  Tufted  Duck.  One  ringed  in 
Kensington  Gardens  on  Dec.  13th  1977  was  found  dead  in  Copenhagen, 
Denmark  (no  date  given)  962  km  northeast,  another  ringed  in  St.  James's 
Park  on  Jan.  5th  1985  was  found  dead  in  a  fishing  net  at  Enkhuizen,  The 
Netherlands  on  Sept.  24th,  389  km  east-northeast.  The  other  two  birds  were 
both  ringed  at  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Aug.  7th  1983  and  the  other  on  Feb.  2nd 
1985.  Both  were  shot  in  Finland  on  Aug.  20th,  the  1983  ringed  bird  at 
Ylapajulampi,  Ranua,  Lappi,  2,193  km  northeast  and  the  other  bird  at 
Taljajarvi,  Taivalkoski,  Oulu,  2,223  km  northeast.  The  only  raptor  recover¬ 
ies  were  a  Kestrel  ringed  as  a  nestling  at  Capel  Manor,  Waltham  Cross, 
Herts,  on  June  23rd  1980  and  found  dead  at  Dartford,  Kent  on  May  23rd.  A 
Sparrowhawk  ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Englefield  Green,  Surrey  on  Sept.  3rd 
1983  and  controlled  at  Yeoveney  G.P.,  Berks,  on  June  14th  and  another 
Sparrowhawk  ringed  as  a  first  year  male  at  Rye  Meads  on  Dec.  8th  1985 
which  was  found  dead  at  Roydon,  Essex  on  Apr.  9th.  An  interesting  Coot 
recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Oct.  20th  1984  which  was  found 
dead  at  Agdenes,  Sor-Trondelag,  Norway  on  June  23rd,  1,423  km  north- 
northeast,  which  is  towards  the  northerly  limit  of  this  species’  range.  Two 
foreign  ringed  Dunlin  were  controlled  at  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent.  One 
which  had  been  ringed  at  Zurich,  Friesland,  The  Netherlands  on  Apr.  1st 
1975  was  caught  on  Jan.  25th,  393  km  west-southwest,  the  other  bird  which 
had  been  ringed  at  Jomfruland,  Telmark,  Norway  on  Aug.  4th  1985  was 
controlled  on  Mar.  16th,  1,014  km  southwest  (see  Fig.  1).  Another  Dunlin 
ringed  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Dec.  7th  1985  was  controlled  at  Friskney, 
Lines,  on  Sept.  21st.  The  only  other  wader  recovery  was  a  Woodcock  which 
was  ringed  at  Kempton  Park,  Middx,  on  Jan.  6th  1979  then  first  recovered 
when  it  became  entangled  in  a  fence  at  Shepperton,  Middx,  on  Jan.  24th 
1981,  the  same  bird  was  subsequently  retrapped  at  Kempton  Park  on  Mar. 
1st,  still  alive  over  five  years  after  being  caught  up  in  the  fencing. 

Again  this  year  the  number  of  Black-headed  Gull  recoveries  are  too 
numerous  to  be  mentioned  individually.  There  were  50  field  records  and 
controls  of  foreign  ringed  birds  in  the  Royal  Parks;  two  had  been  ringed  in 
Belgium,  six  in  Denmark,  four  in  Finland,  one  in  German  D.R.,  three  in 
German  F.R.,  six  in  The  Netherlands,  three  in  Norway,  one  in  Poland,  one 
in  Sweden  and  23  in  the  Baltic  States/Russia.  There  were  several  other 
Black-headed  Gull  recoveries  from  other  parts  of  the  Area,  the  most 
interesting  of  which  was  a  field  record  of  a  bird  which  had  been  ringed  at 
Oberkirch,  Luzern,  Switzerland  on  Nov.  10th  1984  and  was  present  at 
Hammersmith  on  Jan.  25th  and  again  on  Mar.  8th.  This  is  only  the  third 
record  of  a  Swiss  ringed  Black-headed  Gull  in  Britain,  the  two  previous  birds 
were  recorded  in  1929  and  1976.  An  interesting  fact  to  emerge  from  the 
analysis  of  Black-headed  Gull  field  records  and  controls  made  in  the  London 
>■  Area  since  1980  is  that,  other  than  one  bird  ringed  as  a  juvenile  in  Latvia,  all 
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Fig.  1.  Continental  recoveries  and  ringing  locations  of  controlled  Dunlin  caught  at 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent  during  the  winter  months.  The  farthest  recovery  was 
of  a  bird  controlled  on  its  breeding  territory  at  Nesseby,  Varangerenfjord, 
Norway,  2,103  km  northeast  (longitude  28°52'E). 

other  recoveries  of  Black-headed  Gulls  ringed  in  the  Baltic  States  were  birds 
ringed  when  chicks;  conversely  all  Black-headed  Gull  recoveries  from 
Denmark  involved  birds  ringed  as  adults.  There  were  fewer  foreign 
recoveries  of  Black-headed  Gulls  ringed  in  the  London  Area  during  winter 
months  than  in  1985;  three  recovered  in  Belgium,  one  in  Finland,  two  in 
German  F.R.,  three  in  The  Netherlands,  two  in  Poland  and  two  in  Sweden. 
Two  long-living  Black-headed  Gulls  both  ringed  in  1971  were  controlled,  one 
ringed  as  an  adult  at  Dartford,  Kent  on  Jan.  3rd  1971  was  controlled  at 
Milton,  Cambs.  on  Mar.  2nd,  over  15  years  later,  the  other  was  ringed  at 
Denge  Marsh,  Kent  on  May  2nd  1971  and  controlled  at  Dartford  on  Mar. 
2nd,  nearly  15  years  later.  No  foreign  recoveries  of  Common  Tern  were 
reported.  Two  of  this  species  which  had  been  ringed  as  nestlings  at  Rye 
Meads  were  found  dead  on  nests  at  inland  colonies,  one  at  Hardley,  Norfolk 
on  June  20th  and  the  other  at  Attenborough  N.R.  on  July  2nd.  A  Guillemot 
found  on  a  football  pitch  in  Regent’s  Park  during  mid-February,  when 
several  ‘wrecks’  were  reported,  was  put  on  a  small  pond  in  the  park  and  fed 
oh  whitebait  by  the  Bird-keeper  before  being  taken  to  Hunstanton,  Norfolk 
where  it  was  released  -  apparently  in  good  health  -  on  Feb.  21st  but  was 
found  dead  at  Holme,  Norfolk  on  Mar.  1st. 

The  only  owl  recovery  was  a  Barn  Owl  trapped  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug. 
29th.  The  bird  was  carrying  a  British  Bird  Council  ring  and  according  to 
information  received  it  had  been  released  somewhere  in  Hertfordshire 
during  May  1985.  A  Swift  ringed  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  June  29th  1977  was 
controlled  nearby  at  Mitcham  Common  on  June  26th,  while  another  of  this 
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species  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  June  26th  1974  was  found  dead  at 
Kingston-upon-Thames  on  May  30th,  nearly  12  years  later.  There  were 
several  local  recoveries  of  Kingfisher  found  dead,  the  only  recovery  of  over 
100  km  was  of  a  bird  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  July  27th  1985,  which  was 
controlled  at  West  Stow,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Suffolk  on  Oct.  17th.  A  Sand 
Martin  which  had  been  ringed  at  Arrats  Mill,  Montrose,  Scotland  on  July 
20th  was  controlled  33  days  later  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  another  ringed  at 
Eastney,  Hants,  on  Aug.  10th  was  also  controlled  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  13 
days  later.  Very  few  Swallow  recoveries  were  received,  one  originally  ringed 
at  Rye  Meads  on  July  14th  1984,  then  controlled  at  Stock,  Essex  on  Aug.  16th 
1984  was  found  dead  at  Odiham,  Hants,  on  May  17th.  A  House  Martin 
mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report  as  having  been  ringed  at  Beachy  Head, 
Sussex  on  Oct.  13th  1984  and  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on  July  14th  and  Aug. 
10th  1985,  was  again  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug.  30th;  another  bird  of 
this  species  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept.  21st  1985  was  found  dead  at 
Helmsley,  N.  Yorks,  on  June  22nd.  The  only  foreign  Blackbird  recovery 
involved  a  bird  that  had  been  ringed  at  Mitcham  Common  on  Oct.  20th  1985 
and  found  dead  at  Dulmen,  Hiddingsel  Munster,  German  F.R.  on  Sept.  21st, 
514  km  east.  A  probable  Scandinavian  female  Blackbird  ringed  at  Thed- 
dlethorpe  Dunes,  Lines,  on  Nov.  5th  1982  was  controlled  at  Potters  Bar, 
Herts,  on  Feb.  22nd.  One  long-living  bird  of  this  species  was  retrapped  at 
Littlebrook,  Kent  on  May  11th  having  been  ringed  at  the  same  location  on 
Jan.  9th  1975.  A  Fieldfare  ringed  at  Wilburton,  Cambs.  on  Dec.  21st  1984 
was  controlled  at  Wilmington,  Kent,  on  Jan.  5th.  A  Redwing  ringed  at 
Wilmington,  Kent  on  Jan.  5th  (the  same  date  and  place  as  the  Fieldfare 
control)  was  picked  up  dead  at  Bedhampton,  Havant,  Hants,  on  Apr.  15th. 

A  Sedge  Warbler  ringed  at  St.  Sevrin  D’Uzet,  Charente-Maritime,  France 
on  Aug.  9th  1985  was  controlled  at  Yeoveney  G.P.,  Berks,  on  June  14th,  661 
km  north.  No  Sedge  Warblers  ringed  in  the  Area  were  recovered  abroad. 
There  were  two  foreign  Reed  Warbler  recoveries,  one  ringed  at  Bedfont 
Quarry,  Middx,  on  Aug.  11th  1985  was  controlled  at  Koksijde,  West- 
Vlaanderen,  Belgium  on  June  9th,  219  km  east,  the  other  Reed  Warbler 
ringed  near  Cheshunt,  Herts,  on  Aug.  17th  was  recovered  at  Alfarim, 
(Estremadura),  Portugal  (circumstances  unknown)  on  Sept.  19th,  1,634  km 
south-southwest.  During  the  dispersal  period  there  were  many  controls  of 
juvenile  Reed  Warblers  from  outside  the  Area  as  well  as  local  inter-site 
movements.  The  farthest  British  adult  Reed  Warbler  recovery  was  a  bird 
which  had  been  ringed  at  Somerford  Keynes,  Gloucester  on  July  7th  1985 
and  controlled  at  Dartford,  Kent  on  June  15th.  The  number  of  Lesser 
Whitethroats  ringed  within  the  London  Area  topped  the  500  mark,  the  vast 
majority  were  juvenile/first  year  birds.  The  Hersham  R.G.  reported  that 
their  total  of  178  Lesser  Whitethroats  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  and  52  at 
Kempton  Park  exceeded  all  previous  year’s  totals.  There  were  several 
controls  of  Lesser  Whitethroats  which  had  been  ringed  in  the  London  Area 
and  one  outstanding  foreign  recovery  which  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.  on  Aug.  13th  1985  and  caught  at  Chhim,  Lebanon  on  Apr.  5th,  3,519 
km  southeast.  This  was  the  third  recovery  of  a  Lesser  Whitethroat  ringed  in 
the  London  Area  and  recovered  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  Mediterranean 
since  1980,  the  two  previous  recoveries  were  from  Northern  Sinai,  Egypt  on 
Nov.  6th  1980  and  Eilat,  Israel  on  Mar.  15th  1982.  No  Garden  Warbler 
recoveries  were  reported  although  above  average  numbers  were  ringed;  Rye 
Meads  R.G.  -  106,  Hersham  R.G.  -  97  and  Dartford  R.G.  -  67  were  all 
reported  as  highest  ever  annual  totals.  Again  this  year  another  Blackcap  was 
recovered  in  Morocco,  the  bird  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug.  12th  1984  was 
recovered  in  the  Agadir  area  on  Apr.  12th  (circumstances  unknown),  2,495 
km  south-southwest.  There  were  two  other  foreign  Blackcap  recoveries,  one 
ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  July  25th  1982  was  recovered  at  Cadiz,  Spain  on  Feb. 


RINGING  REPORT  FOR  1986 


163 


25th,  (circumstances  unknown),  1,766  km  south-southwest,  the  other  ringed 
at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Oct.  12th  1985  was  found  dead  at  St.  Jean  D’Angely, 
Charente-Maritime,  France  on  May  22nd,  606  km  south-southwest.  A 
Chiffchaff  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  30th  1984  was  recovered  at 
Tavira,  Algarve,  Portugal  on  Feb.  5th  (circumstances  unknown)  1,687  km 
southwest.  British  Chiffchaff  recoveries  included  one  ringed  at  Hawksdale, 
Dalston,  Cumbria  on  July  30th  1983  which  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Apr.  5th.  The  Runnymede  R.G.  reported  that  a  Chiffchaff  ringed  on  Apr. 
16th  1983  had  been  retrapped  during  April  in  1984, 1985  and  again  this  year. 
Retrap  data  on  Willow  Warblers  again  showed  that  a  fairly  substantial 
number  of  birds  ringed  on  their  breeding  territories  in  previous  years  had 
returned,  no  birds  ringed  before  1983  were  reported.  A  Willow  Warbler 
ringed  at  Belton  Tam,  Witherslack,  Cumbria  on  June  25th  1985  was 
controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr.  26th  and  another  of  this  species  ringed  at 
Kenfig  Pool,  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  6th  1985  was  controlled  at  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  Kent  on  Apr.  6th. 

A  Bearded  Tit  ringed  at  Oostvaardersdijk,  Zuid  Flevoland,  Ijsselmeerpol- 
ders,  The  Netherlands  on  Oct.  1st.  was  controlled  at  West  Thurrock,  Essex 
on  Dec.  24th,  356  km  southwest.  Marsh  Tit  seldom  gets  a  mention  in  this 
section  as  the  species  is  seldom  trapped  in  most  parts  of  the  Area.  One  ringed 
at  Kingswood,  Surrey  on  Dec.  11th  1982  met  with  an  unusual  end  when  it  ‘hit 
glass  and  drowned’  at  Egham,  Surrey  on  Apr.  12th.  The  farthest  Blue  Tit 
recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Streatham  Common  on  Jan.  26th  1985  and 
found  dead  at  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts,  on  May  18th.  There  were  no 
foreign  recoveries  of  Starlings  ringed  in  the  Area,  the  farthest  British 
recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Potters  Bar,  Herts,  on  Jan.  26th  1985  and  found 
dead  at  Marhamchurch,  Bude,  Cornwall  on  Feb.  15th,  this  bird  was  possibly 
forced  to  move  southwest  due  to  the  severe  weather  conditions. 

Two  Norwegian  ringed  Chaffinches  were  controlled,  one  ringed  at  Store, 
Faerder,  Vestfold  on  Apr.  6th  1985  was  controlled  at  Dartford,  Kent  on  Mar. 
9th,  1,065  km  southwest.  Full  details  are  still  awaited  on  the  other  bird  which 
was  controlled  at  Potters  Bar,  Herts,  on  Mar.  22nd.  Another  Chaffinch 
ringed  at  Kennemerduinen,  The  Netherlands  on  Oct.  13th  1985  was 
controlled  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Feb.  4th,  326  km  west-southwest.  Two 
Chaffinches  ringed  in  the  Area  were  found  dead  on  the  Continent,  one 
ringed  at  Mitcham  Common  on  Nov.  20th  1983  at  Hattstedt,  Husum, 
Schleswig-Holstein,  German  F.R.  on  Aug.  20th,  705  km  east-northeast  and 
the  other  ringed  at  Wilmington,  Kent  on  Dec.  9th  1984  at  Rotterdam,  Zuid 
Holland,  The  Netherlands  op  Feb.  19th,  305  km  east-northeast.  It  would 
appear  that  a  small  proportion  of  our  Greenfinch  winter  in  the  Channel 
Islands  and  Northern  France.  Several  of  this  species  ringed  in  the  Channel 
Islands  and  France  have  been  controlled  in  the  London  Area  during  March 
and  April.  One  ringed  at  Le  Foulon,  Guernsey,  C.I.  on  Feb.  12th  1984  was 
controlled  at  Potters  Bar  on  Apr.  13th.  In  1982  a  Greenfinch  which  had  been 
ringed  at  Potters  Bar  on  Mar.  7th  1981  was  controlled  at  Le  Foulon  on  Mar. 
14th.  As  previously  mentioned  there  was  only  one  control  of  a  Greenfinch 
which  had  probably  wintered  in  southwestern  counties,  the  bird  was  ringed  at 
Chew  Valley  Lake,  Avon  on  Mar.  3rd  and  was  controlled  at  Hurst  Green, 
Surrey  on  Mar.  29th.  An  exceptional  year  for  Siskin  recoveries,  especially  for 
controls  of  Scottish  breeding  birds.  Nine  ringed  in  the  London  Area  during 
winter  months  and  up  to  early  April  were  controlled  at  various  locations  from 
Dumfries  and  Galloway  northwards  to  the  Highland  Region,  another 
controlled  at  Alsager,  Cheshire  on  Apr.  19th  was  probably  passing  through 
to  more  northerly  breeding  territory.  One  Siskin  ringed  at  Kirriereoch, 
Glentrool  Forest,  Dumfries  and  Galloway  on  Mar.  27th  1984  was  controlled 
at  Egham,  Surrey  on  Jan.  26th.  Two  Redpolls  ringed  at  Dartford  Heath, 
Kent  on  Oct.  5th  1985  were  recovered  on  the  Continent,  one  was  found  dead 
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at  Chateau-Thierry,  Aisne,  France  on  Mar.  26th,  351  km  south-southeast 
and  the  other  bird  was  controlled  at  leper,  West  Vlaanderen,  Belgium  on 
May  7th,  200  km  east-southeast.  The  only  Reed  Bunting  recovery  showing 
any  significant  movement  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Crewkerne,  Somerset  on  Oct. 
27th  1984  which  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr.  26th. 
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The  Birds  of  Hertfordshire.  By  Tom  W.  Gladwin  and  Bryan  L.  Sage. 
Castlemead,  Ware,  1986.  358  pages;  four  colour  and  28  black-and-white 
photographs;  many  line  drawings;  60  tables;  24  diagrams.  £17.50. 


As  Stanley  Cramp  points  out  in  his  Foreword,  part  of  Hertfordshire  falls  within  the  London  Area. 
The  Birds  of  Hertfordshire  is,  therefore,  likely  to  be  of  particular  interest  to  birdwatchers  in 
London.  It  continues  and  updates  Bryan  Sage’s  A  History  of  the  Birds  of  Hertfordshire  (1959), 
covering  in  detail  the  status  and  distribution  of  birds  in  the  present  administrative  county  of 
Hertfordshire  in  the  25  year  period  from  1958  to  1982.  Records  ‘of  particular  interest’  for  1983  and 
1984  are  given  in  an  appendix.  When  published,  in  March  1986,  the  book  was  therefore  not  quite  as 
up-to-date  as  many  recent  avifaunas  have  been.  Readers  will  search  in  vain  for  even  preliminary 
results  of  the  recent  surveys  of  wintering  Green  Sandpipers  and  breeding  Corn  Buntings  in 
Hertfordshire  (now  published  in  Trans.  HNHS  29(7)). 

Introductory  chapters  cover  the  environment  of  the  county,  migration,  changes  in  status  and  the 
county  list.  The  core  of  the  book  is  the  systematic  list,  which  runs  to  252  pages.  The  final  chapter 
reproduces  the  112  tetrad  breeding  maps  from  The  Hertfordshire  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  (1982)  by 
Chris  Mead  and  Ken  Smith,  which  covered  the  period  from  1967-73.  It  is  unfortunate  that  these 
could  not  be  incorporated  in  the  species  accounts.  Appendices  include  details  of  counts  of  ducks. 
Coot ,  Lapwing  ana  gulls  and  a  gazetteer  of  principal  sites  with  grid  references .  There  are  also  useful 
maps  of  the  names  and  locations  of  gravel  pits  in  the  Colne  ana  Lea  valleys.  The  book  is  completed 
by  a  bibliography  and  index  to  bird  names. 

The  space  given  to  each  of  the  281  or  so  fully  accepted  species  varies  widely.  The  rarest  vagrants 
are  covered  in  only  a  couple  of  lines,  while  some  of  the  water  birds  merit  over  two  pages,  reflecting 
the  abundance  of  wildfowl  count  data  for  these  species.  Sensible  use  is  made  of  tables  and  figures  to 
present  large  quantities  of  data  where  they  are  available .  These  cover  seasonal  and  annual  variation 
in  numbers  seen  or  ringed,  drawing  largely  on  data  from  the  Rye  Meads  Ringing  Group  for  the 
latter.  Unlike  the  authors  of  many  similar  books,  Gladwin  &  Sage  have  managed  to  write 
something  interesting  about  even  the  commonest  of  species  (e.g.  Song  Thrush).  They  have  often 
been  forced  to  draw  on  their  own  research,  since  there  is  a  continued  bias  towards  recording  the 
rare  and  unusual  rather  than  the  common  and  usual.  Except  in  the  case  of  extreme  rarities,  species' 
status  as  given  by  Sage  (1959)  is  briefly  summarised.  Additional  historical  information  has  been 
included  for  some  species  (e.g.  Bittern)  and  a  number  of  earlier  records  have  been  reassessed  (e.g. 
the  breeding  record  of  Pied  Flycatcher). 

The  authors’  treatment  of  the  White  Stork  deserves  mention.  It  is  square-bracketed,  ‘since  none 
of  the  records  can  unequivocally  be  accepted  as  referring  to  wild  birds’,  but  Mead  &  Smith  (1982: 
114)  and,  indeed,  Bryan  Sage  himself  in  1980  (Trans.  HNHS  28(3):  46)  seem  not  to  have  had  such 
qualms. 

The  text  is  enlivened  by  four  colour  and  many  black-and-white  photographs  of  birds  and 
habitats.  There  are  also  over  40  line  drawings  of  birds  by  Peter  Walton,  the  HNHS  bird  recorder: 
some  of  these  have  an  ‘old’  feel  which  may  not  be  to  everyone’s  taste,  but  their  presence 
significantly  improves  the  appearance  of  the  book.  Overall,  this  is  a  well  written  and  well  produced 
book  which  deserves  to  be  on  the  shelves  of  all  birders  who  live  in  or  visit  Hertfordshire. 

Mike  Earp 
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Wildfowl  on  King  George  VI  and 
Staines  Reservoirs  during  1986. 

A.  V.  Moon 


INTRODUCTION 

During  1986  three  species  of  duck  reached  record  levels  for  the  London  Area 
on  King  George  VI  Res.  (Wigeon,  Gadwall  and  Canada  Goose)  and  several 
other  species  collected  in  well  above  average  numbers  (e.g.  Pochard  and 
Tufted  Duck)  on  both  reservoirs.  This  paper  provides  an  analysis  of  these 
counts,  since  totals  for  each  species,  if  examined  in  isolation,  may  well  not 
seem  nearly  so  significant  as  when  they  are  seen  as  a  whole.  In  addition  to 
detailing  individual  counts,  I  will  be  attempting  to  explain  why  both  these 
reservoirs  proved  so  exceptionally  attractive  to  a  wide  range  of  ducks 
throughout  the  year  and  why  they  are  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  future 
prosperity  of  wildfowl  in  southwest  London,  in  particular,  and  to  the  London 
Area  as  a  whole. 

One  of  the  major  reasons  for  both  reservoirs’  attractiveness  to  wildfowl 
during  1986  was  because  of  the  fluctuating  water  levels,  although  this  is  only 
part  of  the  story.  Both  sides  of  Staines  had  been  empty,  on  and  off,  for 
several  years,  more  usually  one  side  being  drained  whilst  the  other  was  full, 
but  occasionally  both  were  empty  simultaneously.  The  recent  history  of  the 
south  side  begins  in  mid-December  1984  when  it  was  emptied  and  remained 
so  throughout  1985,  allowing  a  profuse  growth  of  weeds  on  the  floor  of  the 
basin  -  mainly  redshank  (persicaria),  but  also  various  species  of  goosefoot 
andorache  as  well.  It  was  then  partly  refilled  in  March  1986,  but  only  so  that 
it  was  about  two-thirds  full,  it  then  remained  at  this  level  during  the  rest  of 
1986  and  into  1987.  The  north  side  had  been  emptied  intermittently  since 
September  1984,  but  never  during  the  summer  months  so  that  an  overgrowth 
of  weeds  never  occurred  in  this  basin. 

To  summarise:  the  situation  during  1986  was  that  both  sides  at  Staines 
were  empty  until  March,  the  north  side  being  largely  plant-free  on  the  basin 
floor  and  the  south  side  being  largely  weed-covered  with  extensive  small 
pools  making  it  ideal  for  dabbling  duck.  Both  sides  were  then  filled  during 
March,  the  north  side  completely  and  the  south  side  only  partly  so.  Apart 
from  the  north  side  being  drained  again  during  November,  the  levels 
remained  the  same  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  Additionally  the  cold  weather  in 
early  1986  ensured  that  both  sides  of  Staines  were  frozen  for  several  days 
from  Jan.  25th  and  also  from  Feb.  8th  until  about  21st,  consequently  it  was 
unusable  during  these  periods  by  any  ducks. 

The  position  on  King  George  VI  Res.  during  1986  was  quite  the  reverse: 
from  January  until  March  it  was  full,  by  early  May  it  was  two-thirds  empty 
and  by  the  end  of  May  it  was  three-quarters  empty  and  remained  so  until  the 
end  of  1986.  Virtually  none  of  the  reservoir  floor  was  uncovered  but  there 
were  extensive  shingle  margins  and  to  a  lesser  extent  muddy  margins,  both  of 
which  were  beginning  to  be  covered  by  weeds  by  late  summer.  The  depth  of 
the  water  in  the  reservoir,  when  it  was  at  its  lowest,  probably  did  not  exceed 
three  metres  (nine  feet)  at  the  deepest  point. 

The  other  crucial  factor  that  needs  to  be  considered  is  the  depth  of  the 
reservoirs  when  they  are  full:  Staines  south  is  about  9  metres  (29  feet)  deep, 
Staines  north  is  12  metres  (38  feet)  deep  and  King  George  VI  is  16  metres  (52 
feet)  deep.  The  reason  why  this  is  so  vital  is  because  many  species  of  wildfowl 
are  entirely  dependent  on  the  correct  water  levels  being  available  to  enable 
them  to  feed  efficiently. 
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Accounts  of  each  species  of  wildfowl  that  were  present  in  significant 
numbers  during  1986  are  discussed  on  an  individual  basis.  For  the  sake  of 
simplicity  they  are  dealt  with  in  systematic  order.  The  counts  that  accompany 
each  species  are  based  mainly  around  the  winter  Wildfowl  Count  dates,  but  if 
significant  counts  were  available  for  non- Wildfowl  Count  dates,  these  are 
included  as  well. 


SPECIES  ACCOUNTS 

Canada  Goose 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Aug.  12  Sep.  6  Sep.  14  Oct.  11  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
2  6  0  200  1,139  579  230  55  0 

Staines  Res. 

Jan.  4  Jan.  5  Jan.  13  Sep.  22  Oct.  30 
99  379  118  225  190 

The  rise  and  rise  of  the  Canada  Goose  has  already  been  well  documented, 
that  this  rise  is  continuing  is  not  in  doubt.  It  is  not  usual,  however,  for  geese  to 
favour  reservoirs  unless  they  are  empty  or  at  least  .very  shallow  and  this  was 
certainly  the  case  during  1986.  The  counts  on  King  George  from  January  to 
March  show  quite  clearly  how  unattractive  this  water  is  when  it  is  full. 
However  the  conditions  on  this  water  proved  very  favourable  during  the 
autumn,  when  it  was  empty,  and  the  count  of  1 ,139  on  Sept.  14th  was  a  record 
for  the  London  Area,  although  it  is  probably  not  a  record  that  will  stand  for 
long.  The  majority  of  these  birds  were  actively  feeding  rather  than  roosting. 
Most  of  the  geese  using  King  George  invariably  flew  in  from  the  north 
(presumably  from  the  Colne  Valley)  and  their  flight  path  took  them  directly 
south  across  the  incoming  flight  path  of  planes  landing  at  Heathrow.  For  only 
one  goose,  let  alone  500,  to  hit  a  modern  aircraft  would  cause  a  disaster,  so  it 
was  not  surprising  that  the  British  Airports  Authority  was  decidely  skittish 
about  the  direction  the  geese  had  chosen  to  approach  King  George  from.  It 
was  perhaps  fortuitous  (for  both  geese  and  the  BAA)  that  they  suddenly 
found  King  George  much  less  attractive  from  late  September.  Those  that  did 
arrive  after  this  came  in  from  the  west,  presumably  from  the  Wraysbury  area. 
The  conditions  on  Staines  both  whilst  it  was  almost  empty  and  also  whilst  it 
was  partly  filled,  proved  attractive  to  this  goose,  clearly  due  to  the  profuse 
plant  growth. 


Wigeon 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Jan.  4  Jan.  26  Feb.  8  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  14  Oct.  11  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
280  562  823  649  0  40  94  55  56 

Staines  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  16  Oct.  12  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
572  0  26  3  22  48  215 

Up  until  quite  recently  Wigeon  have  always  wintered  in  small  numbers  on 
both  King  George  and  Staines  Reservoirs,  with  totals  generally  ranging 
between  100  and  300,  but  only  rarely  exceeding  the  latter.  However  during 
1985  a  nationwide  influx  resulted  in  up  to  755  being  present  on  King  George 
in  January  1985.  Much  the  same  happened  during  1986,  although  the  influx 
was  not  as  widespread,  nevertheless  the  count  of  823  on  King  George  on  Feb. 
8th  was  a  record  for  London.  At  the  start  of  the  year  the  flock  was  mostly  on 
Staines  (except  for  a  brief  sortie  onto  King  George  when  Staines  froze  on 
Jan.  26th),  but  when  the  latter  froze  during  February  they  moved  onto  King 
George.  It  is  apparent  from  these  figures  that  the  majority  of  birds  moved  out 
of  the  area  shortly  after  this,  which  was  perhaps  not  too  surprising  since 
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Staines  was  frozen,  King  George  was  full  and  snow  covered  the  ground.  Most 
birds  were  clearly  initially  attracted  by  the  ideal  conditions  on  both  basins  at 
Staines,  although  in  normal  circumstances  (with  both  reservoirs  full)  the 
Wigeon  would  usually  feed  by  grazing  on  the  grass-topped  reservoir  banks. 
Totals  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  at  more  normal  levels.  It  is  probable  that 
the  high  totals  during  early  1985  and  1986  were  only  part  of  a  wider  influx  that 
may  not  recur  in  quite  such  strength  again. 


Gadwall 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  14  Oct.  11  Oct.  26  Nov.  9  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
0  12  0  60  205  273  294  379  95 

Staines  Res. 

Jan.  25  Feb.  16  Mar.  9  Sep.  14  Oct.  4  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
48  0  34  2  0  2  4 

The  above  counts  are  really  only  notable  for  the  exceptional  totals  present  in 
the  last  three  months  of  the  year  on  King  George,  culminating  in  the  all-time 
record  count  for  the  London  Area  of  379  on  Nov.  16th.  Numbers  of  Gadwall 
have  been  increasing  in  London  for  several  years  and  it  has  been  characteris¬ 
tic,  during  this  period,  for  there  to  be  a  late  autumn/early  winter  peak,  before 
birds  start  to  aisperse  more  widely  as  the  winter  sets  in.  It  is  probable  that 
these  birds  are  of  Continental  origin,  but  quite  why  they  should  have 
gathered  so  impressively  on  King  George  is  not  immediately  apparent.  The 
most,  likely  explanation  is  that  there  had  been  a  considerable  growth  of 
underwater  aquatic  vegetation  because  of  the  low  water  levels.  This  theory  is 
in  fact  more  than  just  supposition,  since  Coots  (which  were  also  present  in 
large  numbers)  were  frequently  seen  to  resurface  with  great  clumps  of  weed. 
Characteristically  the  Gadwall  associated  with  the  Coots  and  were  often  seen 
to  grasp  these  weeds  from  the  Coots  -  an  aspect  of  their  behaviour  which  is 
quite  well  known.  Interestingly,  although  Gadwall  peaked  in  November, 
Coots  did  not  reach  their  peak  until  December  (810)  by  which  time  Gadwall 
had  declined  to  95.  Quite  clearly  the  Coots  were  able  to  exploit  a  food  source 
unavailable  (or  unwanted)  by  Gadwall.  There  is  little  aoubt  that  if  King 
George  had  been  full  the  number  of  Gadwall  present  would  have  been 
significantly  lower,  because  they  can  only  feed  on  a  full  reservoir  around  the 
edges  -  not  across  its  full  width  as  both  Gadwall  and  Coot  had  been  able  to  do 
during  late  1986. 


Teal 

King  George  VI  Res. 


Jan.  25 

Feb.  9 

Feb.  16 

Sep.  14 

Oct.  11 

Nov.  16 

Dec.  14 

-  435 

1,568 

566 

250 

84 

137 

589 

Staines  Res. 

Jan.  12 

Jan.  26 

Feb.  8 

Mar.  16 

Sep.  14 

Oct.  12 

Nov.  16 

Dec.  14 

1,550 

2,000 

2,000 

481 

69 

245 

963 

220 

The  counts  of  this  species  were  impressive  during  January  and  February  at 
Staines,  since  the  exposed  mud  on  the  north  basin  and  the  partly  flooded, 
weed-filled  south  basin  provided  two  ideal  habitats  for  this  dabbling  duck. 
The  attractiveness  of  Staines  is  very  evident  when  it  is  seen  that  following  the 
freezing  of  both  basins  on  Feb.  8th,  many  moved  onto  the  full  King  George 
on  Feb.  9th  and  finding  this  largely  unsuitable,  they  then  moved  on 
elsewhere.  Numbers  were  at  significantly  lower  levels  after  this.  However  by 
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November  nearly  1,000  had  gathered  at  Staines,  most  on  the  drained  north 
basin,  when  this  was  refilled  the  majority  moved  onto  King  George,  although 
some  remained  on  Staines  south. 

Mallard 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Jan.  4  Jan. 12  Jan.  26  Feb.  9  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  14  Oct.  11  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
614  26  627  481  349  24  700  345  266  324 

Staines  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  14  Oct.  12  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
773  0  161  40  146  ..  230  186 

Unlike  the  previous  two  species,  which  both  collected  in  good  numbers,  the 
Mallard  was  only  present  in  moderate  numbers,  although  the  totals  of  600 
and  700  are  higher  than  average  for  these  two  reservoirs  and  reflect  the  ideal 
feeding  conditions  for  surface-feeding  wildfowl.  Most  of  the  birds  on  Staines 
moved  to  King  George  after  the  freeze  on  Feb.  8th  and  although  numbers 
declined  somewhat  after  this,  most  remained  on  King  George.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  the  mid-autumn  peak  of  700  on  King  George,  with  totals 
gradually  falling  away  as  winter  approached.  Interestingly  the  counts  of 
Mallard  (which  peaked  in  September)  were  already  substantially  lower  by 
the  time  Gadwall  reached  their  peak  in  November.  Presumably  their  food 
sources  were  different,  certainly  most  Gadwall  associated  with  Coots  - 
something  that  Mallards  did  much  less  noticeably. 

Shoveler 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  8  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  14  Oct.  FI  Nov.  16  Dec.  14  Dec.  27 
0  351  134  4  250  270  143  201  380 

Staines  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  9  Sep.  14  Oct.  11  Nov.  16  Dec.  6  Dec.  14 
275  0  126  213  29  62  96  169  252 

The  Shoveler  is  typically  a  very  mobile  species  -  spontaneously  moving  from 
one  reservoir  to  another  -  as  can  be  se^n  from  the  decline  in  numbers 
between  Feb.  8th  and  16th  at  King  George  and  between  Sept.  9th  and  14th  at 
Staines.  Presumably  this  sudden  desertion  of  sites  for  no  apparent  reason  is 
related  to  food  supply,  although  it  is  quite  difficult  to  suggest  what  the  cause 
of  this  might  be.  The  numbers  present  during  1986  were  certainly  no  higher 
than  usual  and  might  well  have  been  marginally  lower.  However,  unusually 
for  dabbling  ducks  in  London,  the  Shoveler  often  feeds  in  the  deepest  parts 
of  reservoirs  and  it  seems  probable  that  they  are  then  feeding  on  local 
concentrations  of  small  planktonic  sized  organisms  such  as  small  crustaceans 
or  small  molluscs.  If  this  is  actually  the  case  then  they  will  obviously  move  to 
waters  where  there  may  be  a  local  ‘blooming’  of  these  organisms.  Part  of 
their  diet  also  includes  seeds,  so  it  would  seem  that  they  would  be  less  likely 
to  move  to  another  water,  so  spontaneously,  if  they  were  actually  feeding  on 
plant  material.  Traditionally  King  George  is  also  of  importance  as  a  ‘loafing 
site’,  somewhere  where  birds  can  rest  and  sleep  relatively  undisturbed.  This 
was  also  the  case  when  it  was  empty. 

Pochard 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Jan.  12  Jan.  26  Feb.  9  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  14  Oct.  11  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
0  886  1,020  409  0  0  280  484  1,584 

Staines  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  14  Oct.  12  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
696  0  1,060  984  1,646  1,317  124 

The  highest  totals  since  the  massive  raft  of  Ay  thy  a  ducks  that  collected  during 
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the  1979/80  winter,  amassed  at  Staines  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  but 
particularly  from  September  onwards.  Although  well  below  the  5,000  of 
1979/80* ,  the  totals  were  nevertheless  impressive .  All  the  Pochard  on  Staines 
were,  almost  exclusively,  confined  to  the  south  basin  and  undoubtedly  the 
reason  for  its  attractiveness  lay  in  the  massive  growth  of  weeds  that  was 
present  on  the  reservoir  floor  before  it  was  filled  (Pochards  are  primarily 
vegetative  feeders).  However  the  crucial  factor  lay  in  the  depth  of  water  from 
March  onwards  of  between  four  and  six  metres,  if  it  had  been  a  great  deal 
deeper  they  would  have  been  much  more  confined  to  the  reservoir  margins. 
The  depth  of  the  north  side  of  Staines  when  full  (12  metres)  has  always 
proved  far  less  attractive  than  the  south  side  to  diving  Aythya  ducks  - 
presumably  because  they  are  unable  to  reach  the  bottom.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  how  the  flock  at  Staines  at  the  end  of  year  declined  as  birds  gradually 
moved  onto  King  George  -  presumably  the  latter  site  was  not  as  attractive 
when  the  birds  first  started  to  gather  in  early  autumn.  The  peak  of  1,584  on 
King  George  in  December  was  in  fact  relatively  short-lived,  since  numbers 
had  declined  considerably  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Tufted  Duck 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  9  Feb.  16  Sep.  14  Oct.  11  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
38  355  132  10  75  793  134 

Staines  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Apr.  12  Jul.  19  Aug.  9  Sep.  14  Oct.  12  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
155  0  807  1,155  1,880  2,914  2,687  3,313  2,684  149 

Like  its  relative  the  Pochard,  the  Tufted  Duck  also  greatly  benefited  from  the 
low  water  levels  at  Staines,  allied  with  the  concentration  of  plants  on  the 
reservoir  bottom.  The  totals  were  also  the  highest  since  the  5,000  that 
gathered  during  the  1979/80*  winter  (also  on  Staines  south).  It  is  also 
interesting  to  note  how  birds  moved  from  Staines  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
(presumably  because  they  had  ‘eaten  out’  the  food  supply),  but,  unlike  the 
Pochard,  they  clearly  found  King  George  unattractive  and  soon  dispersed 
onto  other  waters  in  the  area.  One  feature  of  this  species  was  the  early  build 
up  of  moulting  birds  from  July  onwards,  this  is  a  regular  event  on  both 
reservoirs  but  the  numbers  were  certainly  without  precedent. 

*  The  huge  raft  of  Pochard  and  Tufted  Duck  that  were  present  in  1979/80  on  Staines  south  also 
followed  a  period  of  prolonged  draining  of  this  basin.  Conditions  then  were  broadly  similar  to 
those  that  were  reproduced  during  1986. 


Goosander 

The  numbers  of  this  species  were  unexceptional  during  1986,  the  highest 
count  on  King  George  was  81  on  Mar.  8th  and  at  Staines  was  25  on  both  Jan. 
25th  and  Mar.  16th.  This  was  not  too  surprising  since  neither  reservoir  has 
been  the  favourite  for  Goosander  and  they  are  far  less  dependent  on  water 
levels,  partly  because  they  are  fish-eaters. 


Goldeneye 

As  with  Goosander,  numbers  were  no  more  than  average  and  may  have  even 
been  below  average.  The  highest  count  on  King  George  was  46  on  Jan.  26th 
and  on  Staines  was  55  on  Jan.  25th.  However  it  is  interesting  to  record  here 
that  a  record  London  total  of  147  had  collected  on  King  George  by  Mar.  28th 
1987  (when  the  water  level  was  still  low). 
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Coot 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Jan.  12  Feb.  16  Mar.  16  Sep.  14  Oct.  11  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 
15  25  1  357  630  550  810 

Staines  Res. 

Jan.  13  Sep.  14  Oct.  12  Nov.  16  Dec.  14 

11  404  477  342  598  '  ^ 

In  normal  circumstances  large  numbers  of  Coot  are  not  often  found  on 
reservoirs,  since  they  more  usually  favour  gravel  pits.  This  is  not  surprising 
because  they  are  mainly  vegetative  feeders  only  capable  of  shallow  dives; 
those  that  are  found  on  reservoirs  generally  only  frequent  areas  close  to  the 
banks.  The  counts  from  January  to  March  on  King  George  (when  it  was  full) 
contrast  markedly  with  the  counts  at  the  end  of  the  year  (when  it  was  empty) ; 
this  was  principally  because  it  then  resembled  a  giant  gravel  pit.  It  is 
interesting  to  see  the  way  the  counts  on  both  reservoirs  were  highest  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  by  which  time  most  other  wildfowl  had  either  decreased  or 
dispersed.  The  total  for  both  waters  on  Dec.  14th  (1,408)  was  quite 
exceptional,  but  the  flocks  on  each  reservoir  were  probably  exploiting 
different  food  sources. 


DISCUSSION 

Perhaps  the  major  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  above  counts  is  how 
important  King  George  and  Staines  Reservoirs  are  for  wildfowl,  if  the  right 
conditions  exist.  But  it  must  be  very  unusual  for  such  a  wide  range  of 
different  conditions  to  occur  during  just  one  year  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
was  purely  coincidental  that  they  aid  so.  All  the  reservoirs  had  been  drained 
for  differing  reasons  -  Staines  south  to  fit  water  aerators,  Staines  north  for 
maintainence  of  the  bank  and  King  George  to  try  and  trace  the  source  of  a 
spring  that  had  appeared  in  the  western  bank.  So  it  is  quite  likely  that  the 
ideal  conditions  present  on  all  three  waters  during  1986,  will  never  occur 
again,  simultaneously.  Regular  observers  to  Staines  may  well  reflect  on  how 
frequently  one  or  other  sides  has  been  drained  during  recent  years,  but  sadly 
this  has  not  been  done  to  enliven  our  birdwatching  and  we  now  face  the 
prospect  of  seeing  lowered  water  levels  only  during  periods  of  drought. 

Regular  raising  and  lowering  of  water  levels  can,  if  properly  controlled, 
considerably  enhance  the  number  and  variety  of  wildfowl  present  on 
reservoirs.  It  would  be  nice  to  think  that,  one  day,  Thames  Water  might  be 
sufficiently  motivated  to  consider  this.  But  regrettably  -  especially  with  the 
forthcoming  privatisation  of  the  company  on  the  horizon  -  this  is  unlikely  to 
come  about.  Indeed  far  from  cherishing  the  uniqueness  of  Staines,  they  are 
still  considering  schemes  that  include  the  removal  of  the  causeway  and  the 
raising  of  the  banks  of  the  south  basin.  Although  initially  such  construction 
work  might  enhance  our  birdwatching,  it  would  ultimately  be  very  much 
against  the  interest  of  most  birds,  and  wildfowl  in  particular.  The  reason  why 
Staines  is  unique  (certainly  amongst  reservoirs  in  S.  W.  Middlesex)  is  because 
of  its  size,  combined  with  its  relative  shallowness  -  especially  the  south  side. 

The  previous  two  paragraphs  might  well  give  the  impression  that  neither 
Staines  nor  King  George  VI  Reservoirs  are  of  importance  to  wildfowl  when 
they  are  full,  this  is  patently  not  the  case.  Certainly  more  and  a  greater 
variety  of  wildfowl  are  to  be  found  when  the  reservoirs  are  intermittently 
drained,  but  both  waters  hold  significant  numbers  of  wildfowl  in  ‘normal’ 
conditions,  but  perhaps  in  less  important  concentrations.  King  George  is  also 
of  importance  as  a  ‘loafing  site’  for  several  species  of  dabbling  duck  (see 
under  Shoveler),  but  this  water  is  generally  not  favoured  by  diving  duck 
when  full,  because  it  is  too  deep.  In  fact  only  a  small  proportion  of  ducks 
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using  a  full  King  George  are  likely  to  actually  feed  there,  it  is,  therefore, 
perhaps  of  most  use  as  a  disturbance-free  refuge.  Any  attempt  to  alter  the 
existing  fragile  environment  on  either  reservoir  (whether  to  extract  gravel  or 
to  remove  the  causeway  at  Staines)  must  be  resisted  at  all  costs. 
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Collins  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe,  North  Africa  and  the 
Middle  East.  By  Benny  Gensb0l.  Translated  by  Dr.  Gwynne  Vevers. 
Illustrated  by  Bjarne  Bertel.  Glasgow,  1986.  384  pages;  over  180  colour  and 
black-and-white  photographs,  42  distribution  maps  and  migration  charts  and 
300  silhouette  drawings.  £14.95. 

This  book  was  first  published  in  Sweden  in  1984  and  this  review  concerns  the  English  Language 
edition.  The  first  50  pages  are  confined  to  introductory  chapters  that  discuss  breeding  biology, 
persecution,  migration,  as  well  as  the  threat  posed  by  pesticides  and  habitat  changes.  The  next  l30 
pages  are  devoted  to  in-depth  accounts  of  each  species.  Each  narrative  covers  distribution, 
population  estimates  and  trends,  migration,  habitat,  voice,  breeding,  food  and  feeding  methods. 
As  well  as  this,  each  species  is  accompanied  by  at  least  one  colour  photograph  and  several 
black-and-white  photographs,  a  distribution  map  of  those  birds  breeding  in  the  Western  Palearctic 
and  a  table  listing  the  total  number  of  pairs  (usually  estimates)  breeding  in  each  country. 

Finally  the  last  100  pages  are  allocated  to  flight  identification,  each  species  having  a  full  page  of 
text  alongside  at  least  six  black-and-white  drawings  on  the  facing  page  that  depict  the  differing 
plumage  phases  from  juvenile  to  adult. 

The  accounts  alongside  each  species  are  very  readable,  but  also  very  informative.  Not 
surprisingly  the  better  known  and  more  widespread  species  are  accorded  more  space  than  those 
that  are  rarer  or  lesser  known  -  for  instance  White-tailed  Eagle  (at  least  1,350  pairs  in  the  Western 
Palearctic)  is  allotted  seven  pages  of  text  compared  with  barely  half-a-page  of  text  for  Pallas’s  Sea 
Eagle  (a  non-breeder  in  the  Western  Palearctic).  Attempts  are  made  to  estimate  how  many  pairs  of 
each  raptor  nest  in  each  country,  this  is  undoubtedly  quite  a  bold  venture  since  statistics  on 
breeding  birds  is  not  forthcoming  from  several  countries  (most  notably  Albania,  Libya  and 
Algeria). 

The  maps  that  accompany  each  of  the  breeding  species  are  identical  to  those  in  the  Birds  of  the 
Western  Palearctic  (Vol.  2) ,  so  presumably  this  is  where  they  are  derived  from  although  I  could  find 
no  acknowledgement  of  such  in  the  book  (other  than  listing  it  in  the  bibliography). 

One  of  the  best  features  of  the  book  are  the  excellent  photographs,  both  colour  and 
black-and-white.  Each  species  has  at  least  two,  and  frequently  three,  first-rate  colour  pictures 
alongside  the  text  and  usually  several  more  additional  ones  illustrating  some  plumage  or 
identification  feature. 

The  final  section  on  flight  identification  is  very  good,  the  drawings  cover  all  ages  and  plumages 
likely  to  be  encountered  and  also  illustrate  birds  in  a  variety  of  different  postures  -  soaring, 
stooping,  hovering,  level  flight,  head-on  etc.,  as  well  as  views  from  above  ana  below  (an  advance 
over  the  Flight  Identification  of  European  Raptors  book).  All  the  sketches  are  clear  and  well 
proportioned  and  provide  one  of  the  most  useful  aspects  of  this  book;  arrows  alongside  the 
drawings  point  to  relevant  features  to  be  looked  for;  it  is  always  very  frustrating  to  see  a  bird  well 
and  then  only  later  realise  that  the  most  important  feature  had  been  overlooked.  The  text  in  this 
section  as  expected  covers  plumage,  different  races  and  variants,  young  birds,  characteristic 
behaviour  and  flight  patterns  and  finally  a  section  discusses  all  the  likely  confusion  species. 

My  first  impression  of  this  book  was  favourable,  it  is  nicely  presented  and  laid  out  with  a  hard 
cover,  and  being  of  a  size  suitable  for  a  large  pocket  it  can  be  considered  to  be  a  ‘field  guide’.  It 
stands  up  well  to  closer  scrutiny,  by  and  large  all  the  texts  are  very  readable  and  informative  and  I 
can  genuinely  recommend  this  book  to  anyone  interested  in  birds,  beginners  and  experts  alike. 


Andrew  Moon 
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The  1986  Guillemot  ‘Wreck’ 

R.  B.  Hastings 


INTRODUCTION 

In  recent  years  Guillemots  have  been  occurring  with  increasing  frequency  in 
London,  yet  numbers  have  always  been  small.  Only  on  two  occasions  had 
two  birds  been  seen  together  -  on  the  River  Thames  above  London  Bridge  on 
Nov.  7th  1930  (the  second  record  for  London)  and  oh  the  Thames  between 
Barnes  and  Putney,  for  several  weeks,  from  February  to  March  1983.  Up 
until  1973  there  had  been  only  11  records,  with  the  12th  in  1980  followed  by 
the  13th  and  14th  in  1982.  Then  quite  unexpectedly  seven  birds  arrived  in 
London  between  Feb.  16th  and  Mar.  10th  1983,  linked  with  a  major  ‘wreck’ 
along  Britain’s  east  coast.  Interestingly  up  until  this  1983  influx  there  had 
been  no  previous  records  during  February  or  March  in  London,  which 
provides  a  very  strong  contrast  with  records  since  1983.  By  late  1985,  the 
River  Thames  had  been  the  site  for  nine  of  the  London  records  (six  of  these 
since  1980),  and  in  mid-December  of  that  year  it  claimed  a  tenth  when  a 
Guillemot  arrived  for  a  protracted  stay  around  Barnes  Bridge. 

This  is  an  account  of  a  major  influx  of  Guillemots  into  the  London  Area 
that  took  place  between  Feb.  13th  and  early  March  1986.  Perhaps  as  many  as 
126  birds  could  have  been  involved.  Compared  with  the  previous  23  records 
(25  birds)  up  until  the  end  of  1985,  it  is  immediately  apparent  that  this  was 
completely  without  precedent. 

BACKGROUND 

Ever  since  the  winter  of  1979/80,  when  exceptional  numbers  were  present  off 
Kent  coasts,  larger  than  normal  numbers  have  been  in  evidence  in  the 
Thames  Estuary,  seen  from  both  the  Essex  and  the  Kent  coastlines  (Moon 
1984).  Although  totals  have  varied  from  year  to  year  since  then,  the  huge 
surge  in  numbers  wintering  in  the  Estuary  has  been  maintained.  One  of  the 
features  of  this  increase  has  been  the  number  of  birds  regularly  getting  as  far 
upriver  as  Sheppey  and  Allhallows  on  the  Kent  side  and  as  far  upriver  as 
Southend  on  the  Essex  side  (Essex  and  Kent  Bird  Reports). 

During  December  1985  impressive  movements  of  Guillemots  and  Razor¬ 
bills  (the  vast  majority  considered  to  be  Guillemots)  were  occurring  off 
Foreness  Point  in  east  Kent,  including  1,000  east  on  Dec.  3rd,  1,500  east  on 
Dec.  19th  and  2,000  east  on  Dec.  26th.  Unusually  large  numbers  were  also 
passing  west  off  Dungeness,  suggesting  a  passage  around  east  Kent  then  west 
down-Channel.  However  in  late  December  up  to  2,200  a  day  were  flying 
back  eastwards  off  Dungeness  (Kent  Bird  Report  1985).  At  about  this  time,  a 
count  at  Allhallows  of  25  was  a  good  number  for  a  site  that  is  well  inside  the 
Thames  Estuary. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Thames  Estuary,  off  Southend,  there  had  been 
exceptional  numbers  at  both  ends  of  January.  On  Jan.  6th  314  Guillemots 
had  been  counted  and  280  were  present  on  Jan.  25th.  On  Feb.  8th  310  were 
seen  but  no  further  large  counts  were  recorded  at  this  site.  At  Canvey  Island, 
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about  6V2  miles  west  of  Southend  (and  nine  miles  outside  the  LNHS  Area) 
there  had  been  no  large  gatherings  in  January  but  on  Feb.  5th  100  Guillemots 
were  present,  falling  to  40  on  6th.  Then  no  more  large  numbers  were  seen  at 
this  site.  The  later  arrival  of  birds  at  Canvey  Island  than  at  Southend 
indicates  a  westerly  movement  up  the  Thames  Estuary,  and  their  absence 
from  both  sites  after  Feb.  8th  suggests  that  they  may  have  continued 
westwards,  towards  London.  It  is  worth  mentioning  that  these  totals  off  the 
Essex  coast  were  exceptional;  during  late  December  1985  a  total  of  120  birds 
was  seen  flying  upriver  off  Southend  Pier  -  this  count  constituted  the  highest 
number  of  Guillemots  ever  on  a  single  seawatch  in  Essex  (Essex  Bird  Report 
1985). 

In  January,  there  had  been  a  spell  of  easterlies  from  3rd  to  9th  which  may 
have  been  responsible  for  the  first  high  count  off  Southend.  Easterly  winds 
returned  after  24th,  accompanied  by  cold  weather,  and  these  conditions 
persisted  throughout  February.  Whereas  the  flock  of  Guillemots  in  early 
January  seemed  able  to  disperse  quite  quickly,  the  late  January  flock  was 
faced  with  unrelenting  easterlies  and  much  lower  temperatures.  Nationally  it 
was  the  coldest  February  since  1947. 

On  Jan.  26th  1986  a  Guillemot  was  noticed  on  the  Thames  opposite 
Victoria  Gardens,  near  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  This  record  preceded  the 
main  influx  by  several  weeks. 

THE  MAIN  INFLUX 

On  Feb.  13th  a  Guillemot  was  picked  up  in  St.  James’s  Park  (to  be  released 
off  the  Yorkshire  coast  three  days  later).  The  following  day  another  was 
picked  up,  this  time  in  Regent’s  Park,  and  singles  were  on  the  Thames  at 
Blackwall  and  well  upriver  at  Putney.  On  Saturday  15th,  seven  birds  were 
located  of  which  five  were  on  the  Thames,  one  was  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  and 
one  was  in  flight  at  Beddington  S.F.  This  initial  surge  did  not  last  however,  as 
can  be  seen  from  the  histogram  below.  Only  one  new  bird  was  found  on 
Sunday,  at  Queen  Mother  Res.,  followed  by  an  individual  at  Kew  on  17th 
and  at  Mortlake  on  18th.  This  initial  arrival  must  have  consisted  of  11  or 
maybe  12  birds  and  it  was  certainly  notable  at  the  time,  though  little  to 
compare  to  later  events. 

Around  the  following  weekend,  from  21st  to  23rd,  three  live  birds  were 
seen  and  two  dead  ones  picked  up.  Perhaps  these  represented  a  continuation 
of  the  initial  influx.  A  two  day  gap  was  then  followed  by  a  dramatic  arrival  on 
Wednesday  26th,  when  no  less  than  nine  Guillemots  passed  upriver  at 
Mortlake,  two  singles  were  in  east  London  and  a  bird  was  picked  up  in 
Camden  Town.  Presumably  weekday  coverage  had  been  too  thin  in  east 
London  to  pick  up  the  Mortlake  Guillemots  farther  east.  Birds  continued  to 
stream  in  so  that  on  28th  between  28  and  42  birds  were  noted,  a  remarkable 
total  not  just  in  itself  but  also  for  a  weekday  in  winter  when  few  observers 
would  normally  be  in  the  field.  Guillemots  were  all  along  the  Thames  with 
gatherings  of  eight  at  Rainham,  seven  at  Chelsea  Reach  and  ten  at  Putney. 
The  author  was  driving  home  that  evening  along  Mortlake  Road,  Kew,  when 
a  Guillemot  flew  right  over  his  car!  It  carried  on  to  the  Thames  some  600 
yards  away  and  joined  two  others. 

Saturday  Mar.  1st  was  the  peak  day  of  the  influx,  with  between  43  and  51 
birds  found  in  the  London  Area.  In  west  London,  at  least  12  were  between 
Teddington  Lock  and  Grosvenor  Bridge.  At  Waterloo  and  London  Bridges  a 
remarkable  westerly  movement  was  seen  to  be  in  full  swing,  with  birds  being 
carried  upriver  on  a  strong  incoming  tide.  Between  13.00  and  14.10  hrs.  the 
author  witnessed  27  Guillemots  moving  upriver,  of  which  18  passed  by 
London  Bridge  during  the  last  40  minutes.  The  birds  looked  healthy,  though 
they  were  unable  to  paddle  strongly  enough  to  resist  the  strong  current.  That 
some  of  the  birds  were  travelling  westwards  quite  willingly  was  shown  by  the 
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Weekends 

1  =  Feb.  15th/16th  3  =  Mar.  lst/2nd 

2  =  Feb.  22nd/23rd  4  =  Mar.  8th/9th 


Fig.  1.  The  above  histogram  depicts  the  number  of  Guillemots  present  each  day  in 
London  during  February  and  March  1986.  Where  it  was  not  possible  to 
determine  with  certainty  the  exact  number  of  birds  present,  these  are  given  as 
maximum  (open)  and  minimum  (shaded)  totals 


fact  that  two  flew  strongly  upriver  together,  passing  over  London  Bridge  and 
its  traffic.  The  wind  was  northeast,  moderate  to  fresh,  and  light  snow  was 
falling  at  times.  Unfortunately  the  author  forsook  his  cold  position  to  search 
the  Thames  in  east  London,  where  there  turned  out  to  be  only  four  or  five 
birds.  It  appears  that  a  large  cohort  of  Guillemots  had  already  been  through 
this  stretch  of  river  and  it  will  never  be  known  how  many  more  passed  by 
London  Bridge  after  14.10  hrs. 

The  following  day  there  was  no  repeat  performance  in  the  City.  Farther 
west,  14  birds  were  relatively  becalmed  on  the  Thames  between  Vauxhall 
Bridge  and  Kingston.  The  27  birds  that  had  been  present  in  the  City  on  1st 
were  not  to  be  seen;  assuming  that  they  remained  on  the  river  (rather  than 
flying  off)  it  would  seem  most  likely  that  they  had  returned  eastwards. 
However,  since  no  corresponding  increase  was  noted  in  east  London  it  is 
possible  that  these  birds  could  have  got  as  far  as  the  Estuary  itself.  This  is 
naturally  pure  speculation,  but  since  no  birds  were  reported  on  the  river  west 
of  the  City  (apart  from  the  14  mentioned  above),  and  no  birds  were  reported 
anywhere  to  the  west  of  the  London  Area,  the  only  other  alternative  is  that 
they  all  actually  flew  off  -  this  seems  highly  improbable.  On  Monday  3rd 
coverage  must  have  been  poorer  and  only  nine  or  ten  birds  (three  dead)  were 
found  along  the  Thames,  all  in  west  London.  From  4th  onwards,  no  more 
than  two  or  three  were  seen  along  the  Thames  on  any  date,  but  a  few  birds 
lingered  for  several  weeks,  with  the  last  being  seen  at  Kew  on  27th. 

The  majority  of  birds  involved  in  the  influx  were  along  the  River  Thames 
but  some  were  found  elsewhere.  Most  remarkable  was  a  group  on  the  Grand 
Union  Canal  in  Brentford,  where  the  birds  were  trapped  between  frozen 
water  on  the  inland  side  and  closed  lock  gates  on  the  Thames  side.  An 
unknown  number,  one  of  which  died,  was  in  the  canal  around  Feb.  27th,  then 
on  Mar.  3rd  eight  were  found  to  be  present.  (The  lack  of  precise  counts 
before  this  date  means  that  these  birds  are  not  shown  on  the  histogram  before 
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Mar.  3rd,  so  the  main  peak  of  the  influx  was  even  higher  than  that  depicted.) 
There  had  therefore  been  at  least  nine  originally  and  these  were  perhaps 
birds  that  had  been  seen  passing  Putney  or  Mortlake  on  Feb.  26th  or  27th.  At 
Brentford  they  were  on  a  short  stretch  of  canal,  flanked  by  houseboats  and 
with  the  busy  high  street  passing  overhead.  They  looked  well  and  some  were 
catching  fish;  people  did  not  disturb  them,  but  close  by  brown  rats  did!  On 
Mar.  5th  seven  could  still  be  seen  but  the  following  day,  with  a  thaw 
underway,  the  lock  gates  were  opened  and  they  all  escaped  out  to  the 
Thames. 

In  addition  to  the  Brentford  birds,  15  other  Guillemots  were  found  away 
from  the  Thames.  Five  occurred  between  Feb.  13th  and  16th  and  ten 
between  Feb.  26th  and  Mar.  4th,  matching  the  dates  of  most  birds  on  the 
Thames.  Three  reached  reservoirs  (two  at  Queen  Mother  and  one  at  Queen 
Mary),  one  found  the  Grand  Union  Canal  in  Herts,  and  others  were  well 
away  from  the  Thames  at  Orpington  and  Wimbledon.  At  Ham  Common  one 
was  rescued  from  beneath  a  bramble  bush.  Of  the  remainder,  six  were  in 
Inner  London  but  not  one  was  found  in  the  Lea  Valley. 

DISCUSSION 

A  good  proportion  of  the  Guillemots  involved  in  the  whole  influx  appeared 
quite  healthy,  certainly  the  rapid  departure  of  birds  after  Mar.  1st  does 
suggest  that  they  were.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  quite  a  few  were  ill  or 
weakened  (20  birds  were  picked  up  either  dead  or  in  a  weak  condition).  At 
Putney  alone,  a  team  of  people  found  five  dead  or  moribund  birds  which  does 
suggest  a  considerable  death  toll  along  the  whole  river.  The  first  dead  bird 
here  (on  Feb.  27th)  was  dissected  and  found  to  be  infected  with  nematode 
worms,  even  in  its  throat;  there  was  no  food  in  its  gut. 

There  may  have  been  126  Guillemots  in  London  during  this  ‘wreck’,  which 
is  an  enormous  figure  by  local  standards.  Yet  nationally  there  have  been 
‘wrecks’  on  an  appalling  scale.  In  September  1969,  about  9,000  Guillemots 
were  picked  up  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland;  both  pesticide  (PCB)  poisoning 
and  gale-force  winds  were  thought  to  be  contributory  factors  (Thom  1986). 
In  February  and  March  1983,  when  London  received  seven  birds,  over 
10,000  Guillemots  were  found  along  the  east  coast  of  Britain.  About  half  of 
these  were  first- winter  birds  and  a  further  22%  were  immature.  Ringing 
recoveries  indicated  that  a  large  proportion  were  of  Scottish  origin  (Under¬ 
wood  and  Stowe  1984).  The  authors  were  unable  to  tell  whether  birds  were 
blown  directly  inshore  by  the  storms  at  the  time,  or  whether  they  were  first 
weakened  by  being  unable  to  feed  in  the  terrible  conditions. 

The  influx  during  1986  was  not,  however,  part  of  any  national  ‘wreck’  and 
quite  clearly  involved  the  birds  that  had  been  wintering  in  the  Thames 
Estuary.  What  were  the  factors  involved  that  caused  so  many  birds  to  come 
upriver  into  the  heart  of  London?  Undoubtedly  the  persistent  easterlies 
combined  with  the  very  cold  temperatures  played  a  part.  Clearly  some  birds 
were  unwell,  perhaps  the  majority  were  all  weakened  birds  -  some  clearly 
more  so  than  others.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  tidal  currents  in  the  Thames 
are  extremely  strong  and  become  more  so  as  the  river  narrows  a  few  miles 
west  of  Canvey  Island  -  could  the  birds  have  unknowingly  strayed  too  far 
upriver  and  then  found  themselves  in  an  exceptionally  strong  tidal  flow?  But 
this  does  not  explain  why  the  birds  did  not  then  fly  back  downriver.  The  facts 
to  hand  point  towards  most  birds  being  weakened,  perhaps  parasitism  by 
nematodes  (as  seen  at  Putney)  took  hold  of  birds  while  they  were  out  in  the 
Thames  Estuary,  though  these  may  also  have  become  prevalent  after  birds 
had  entered  the  London  Area. 

Unless  one  includes  the  Little  Auk  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  Feb.  2nd, 
there  were  no  other  auk  species  involved  in  the  Guillemot  ‘wreck’.  This  is 
roughly  similar  to  the  situation  off  Southend,  where  up  to  310  Guillemots 
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were  accompanied  by  just  five  Razorbills  on  Feb.  1st  and  singles  on  4th  and 
8th,  with  no  Puffins  or  Little  Auks.  Razorbills  were  also  outnumbered  by 
about  19:1  in  Kent  in  1984  (Kent  Bird  Report  1984)  and  it  seems  clear  that 
Guillemots  are  now  much  the  commonest  auk  in  the  southern  North  Sea.  A 
sudden  increase  in  Guillemots  off  Essex  from  1980  was  suspected  to  be  linked 
to  recent  changes  in  the  distribution  of  sprats  in  the  North  Sea  (Cox  1984). 
Since  1980,  Guillemots  have  also  become  far  commoner  in  London  and  it  will 
be  interesting  to  see  how  long  this  new  status  lasts.  As  long  as  a  regular 
wintering  population  returns  to  the  Thames  Estuary  we  can  expect  odd 
singles  to  turn  up  with  some  regularity,  but  never  perhaps  on  the  scale  of 
1986. 

Although  no  other  auks  came  upriver  with  the  Guillemots,  an  unpre¬ 
cedented  number  of  Red-throated  Divers  came  up  the  Thames  as  far  as 
Barking  (most  were  between  Rainham  and  Purfleet)  at  about  the  same  time. 
These  birds  seemed  exceptionally  healthy  and  all  were  feeding,  nevertheless 
their  appearance  in  London  was  linked  to  the  Guillemot  influx.  Probably  the 
strong,  persistent  easterlies  allied  to  the  strong  tidal  current  could  account 
for  their  presence.  Higher  than  normal  totals  of  Red-throated  Divers  were 
known  to  be  wintering  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames  Estuary. 
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Wilson’s  Phalarope 
at  Staines  Reservoir 
-  new  to  the 
London  Area 


1983  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  vintage  year  at  Staines  Reservoir,  the 
north  basin  had  been  drained  all  year  and  was  in  peak  condition  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year.  During  the  spring  estuarine-like  conditions  had 
attracted  Collared  Pratincole,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  four  Kentish  Plovers, 
as  well  as  Avocets  and  the  long-staying  Baird’s  Sandpiper  that  remained 
from  October  1982.  However  by  midsummer  the  mud  had  dried  up  in  the 
baking  heat,  this  meant  that  by  the  autumn  conditions  were  not  ideal  and 
certainly  by  Staines’  incomparable  standards,  the  autumn  passage  had  so  far 
been  relatively  quiet. 


_  September  14th  1983  was  dull,  wet  and  overcast  with  a  persistent  drizzle  all 
morning,  the  wind  was  a  light  southwesterly.  Despite  the  poor  conditions  I 
decided  to  venture  out  and  was  at  Staines  by  midday.  Half  an  hour  after 
arriving  I  noticed  a  medium-sized  wader  some  distance  away  (approximately 
5-600  yards),  it  was  half  to  two-thirds  the  size  of  a  Greenshank.  It  was 
immediately  striking  for  two  reasons:  firstly  its  small  size  compared  with  an 
adjacent  Greenshank  as  well  as  its  rather  Greenshank  like  appearance  and 
secondly  a  unique  feeding  action  that  combined  a  dainty  high-stepping  gait, 
distinctly  uppointed  tail  and  a  delicate  picking  action  with  its  bill.  I 
immediately  suspected  that  it  was  a  Wilson’s  Phalarope,  however  within 
seconds  of  my  first  sighting  it  flew  directly  away  with  the  Greenshank  for  a 
short  distance  clearly  showing  its  neat  square  white  rump,  lack  of  white  ‘V’ 
up  the  back  and  the  greyish-white  tail  contrasting  with  the  apparently  greyish 
(and  darker)  upperwing,  mantle  and  back  confirming  my  original  suspicions. 
I  was  able  to  approach  to  within  100  yards,  but  in  the  excitement  I  lost  my 
notebook  so  was  unable  to  make  any  notes!,  however  I  was  able  to  confirm 
some  of  the  finer  plumage  details. 

I  then  departed  to  make  some  phone  calls,  returning  later  to  get  some 
rather  distant  views.  I  left  again  and  didn’t  return  until  14.00  hrs.  by  which 
time  the  dull  weather  of  the  morning  had  given  way  to  a  bright  afternoon 
providing  perfect  conditions  by  the  evening.  Also  the  bird  was  now  much 
nearer  ana  could  be  watched  down  to  30  to  40  yards  until  dusk. 

General  Character  and  Appearance 

An  elegant  wader,  finely  proportioned  with  a  black  needle-like  bill  (at  least  as 
long,  in  proportion,  to  a  Greenshank).  It  was  small  for  its  species  (approximate¬ 
ly  Green  Sandpiper  size)  and  consequently  a  male  (always  the  smallest  of  the 
sexes  in  phalaropes).  It  fed  frequently  on  the  mud  (and  occasionally  on  soggy 
mud  when  it  splodged  around  almost  up  to  its  belly),  but  also  rather 
uncharacteristically  for  this  species  -  compared  with  my  previous  experience  - 
it  spent  quite  a  lot  of  its  time  on  the  water  (20-30%),  although  to  begin  with  it 
didn’t  actually  feed  very  often  whilst  swimming.  Later  during  its  stay,  however, 
it  was  on  the  water  for  90%  of  the  time,  and  although  initially  it  would  only  pick 
food  items  delicately  off  the  surface  of  the  water,  subsequently  it  was  probing 
deeply  with  its  head  and  shoulders  submerged  rather  in  the  manner  of  a  Spotted 
Redshank. 
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When  feeding  on  the  mud  it  looked  rather  pot-bellied,  due  to  its  habit  of 
keeping  the  legs  well  flexed  and  tail  pointed  up  in  the  air,  as  well  as  the  low 
posture  of  the  front  part  of  its^body.  It  would  pick  items  delicately  off  the 
surface,  but  on  occasions  would  exaggerate  its  feeding  manner  by  extending  its 
head  almost  parallel  (and  very  close  to)  the  ground  before  stabbing  at  its 
selected  prey. 

It  could  look  very  buoyant  when  swimming  (often  almost  as  much  so  as  a 
Red-necked  Phalarope),  although  on  other  occasions  it  would  slump  and 
retract  the  neck  and  look  rather  fed  up. 

Description: 

Size  approximately  half  that  of  a  Greenshank  and  fairly  comparable  with  a 
Green  Sandpiper. 

Upperparts  Overall  greyish  tone.  Crown  -  pearl-grey,  but  slightly  darker  on 
each  side  above  the  eye,  not  extending  onto  the  forehead.  Side  of  face, 
supercilium  and  throat  -  white  with  an  indistinct  greyish  wash.  The  supercilium 
ended  not  far  behind  the  eye  where  the  greyish  eyeline  merged  into  the 
hindcrown;  the  eyeline  continued  as  a  faintly  darker  line  along  the  sides  of  the 
neck.  Back  and  Mantle  -  some  pearl  grey  (first-winter)  feathers  admixed  with 
dark  brown  juvenile  ones,  all  had  whitish  fringes  visible  at  close  range  and  dark 
shaft  lines.  Median  coverts  -  all  pearl  grey  with  white  fringes.  Rest  of  coverts 
and  tertials  -  pale  to  medium-brown  fringed  with  buff  (showing  a  rich,  often 
golden  tone  in  the  sunlight).  Rump- white.  Tail  -  greyish-white,  and  paler  than 
the  upperparts. 

Underparts  white  with  a  faint  greyish  wash  and  a  rather  pinkish  hue  to  the 
breast  and  lower  throat,  which  was  only  visible  on  the  first  day. 

Legs  yellowish-ochre,  although  their  true  colour  was  often  obscured  by  mud. 

Bill  black  and  needle-like*  Eye  black. 

Underwing  white  with  curious  dark  lines  along  the  borders  of  feather  areas. 

Upperwing  essentially  greyish,  but  the  upperwing  coverts  contrasted  with  the 
darker  flight  feathers  (primaries,  secondaries  and  tertials).  It  invariably  held  its 
wings  pointed  upright  and  head  and  neck  lowered  for  a  few  seconds  after 
landing. 

It  was  not  heard  to  call. 

On  its  last  day  it  was  more  noticeably  in  first-winter  plumage,  with  only  a  very 
few  dark  brown  juvenile  feathers  remaining  on  the  back  and  mantle,  except 
for  a  band  along  the  scapulars  -  consequently  it  was  much  greyer  than  when  it 
first  arrived. 

Confusion  species  could  be  ruled  out  for  the  following  reasons:  other 
phalaropes  due  to  the  lack  of  a  wingbar;  Marsh  Sandpiper,  Greenshank, 
Spotted  Redshank  and  Redshank  due  to  the  lack  of  a  white  ‘V’  up  the  back; 
Stilt  Sandpiper  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs  because  of  the  fine  and  entirely  black 
and  straight  bill,  as  well  as  the  completely  different  upperpart  feather 
patterning. 

It  was  present  continually  from  14th  to  26th  September  1983,  and  the  many 
hundreds  who  watched  it  between  these  dates  were  able  to  observe  it  at  often 
very  close  range.  As  an  aside,  it  is  perhaps  worth  mentioning  that  the  arrival 
of  this  bird  completed  the  ‘set’  of  phalaropes  at  Staines  -  indeed  the 
appearance  of  a  Grey  Phalarope  in  September  1984  at  Staines  meant  that  all 
three  species  had  occurred  here  within  a  16  month  period. 

Sightings  of  this  endearing  and  attractive  species  of  wader  in  adjacent 
counties  during  previous  years  meant  that  it  had  long  been  mooted  as  a 
possible  addition  to  the  London  list.  It  was  thus  fortunate  that  Staines  was 
empty  during  the  autumn,  which  also  proved  to  be  a  good  one  for  Wilson's 
Phalaropes.  This  bird  was  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
and  published  in  the  1983  (No.  48)  LBR. 

A.  V.  Moon,  Chalk  Dell  House,  London  Road,  Rickmansworth,  Herts.  WD3 
1JP. 
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Pallas’s  Warbler  at  Wandsworth  Common  -  new 
to  the  London  Area 


At  10.20  hrs.  on  Oct.  29th,  1985,  whilst  walking  in  the  company  of  A.  J. 
Brown,  J.  Gibilaro  and  L.  Hithersay  on  Wandsworth  Common,  I  heard  an 
unusual  song  coming  from  the  tops  of  some  hawthorns  lining  the  path  about 
20  metres  away.  It  consisted  of  clear,  varied  warbling  notes,  which  were 
issued  slowly  and  were  vaguely  reminiscent  of  the  sub-song  of  a  Blackcap  and 
in  one  phrase,  more  noticeably,  of  the  sub-song  of  Willow  Warbler.  The  song 
was  followed  after  a  while  by  a  Phylloscopus- like  ‘teeost’,  which  was  high  and 
thin  with  a  noticeable  upward  inflection.  The  song  was  followed  up  and  a 
small  Phylloscopus  was  located  feeding  actively  at  the  top  of  a  hawthorn  in 
the  company  of  a  Blue  Tit  about  8  metres  away.  It  then  flew  to  a  weeping 
willow  by  the  pond  and  was  watched  for  the  next  ten  minutes  as  it  fed,  mainly 
on  the  inside  of  the  canopy  but  twice  on  the  outside  when,  in  the  bright 
lighting  conditions,  all  its  plumage  points  were  observed  and  I  was  able  to 
identify  it  as  a  Pallas’s  Warbler.  After  ten  or  more  minutes  it  flew  on  to 
another,  more  open,  weeping  willow  where  it  remained  feeding  for  a  further 
five  minutes  after  which  it  was  lost  from  view.  Despite  a  two  hour  search  of 
the  area  it  was  not  relocated.  It  was  identified  as  this  species  without  any 
reference  to  field  guides. 

Behaviour  Very  active  feeder,  gleaning  from  leaves  as  well  as  actively  sallying 
and  catching  insects  from  the  leaves.  Behaviour  most  reminiscent  of  Goldcrest 
or  Firecrest. 

Size  Much  smaller  than  a  Blue  Tit  in  direct  comparison,  appearing  to  be  more 
like  the  size  of  nearby  Goldcrests.  It  appeared  even  smaller  than  a  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler  seen  at  Sandwich  Bay,  Kent,  only  a  few  days  previously. 

Plumage  Bright  olive-green  above,  with  darker  wings  which  showed  two 
noticeable  yellow  wing  bars  on  the  coverts.  The  rump  patch  was  pale  yellow, 
particularly  noticeable  as  the  bird  sallied  after  insects  in  fluttering  flight. 
Supercilia  were  yellow,  contrasting  sharply  with  darker  marks  through  the 
eyes,  and  dark  green  sides  to  the  crown.  Pale  stripe  down  the  centre  of  the 
crown,  which  was  especially  noticeable  when  the  bird  was  seen  head-on.  Ear 
coverts  pale.  Underparts  dirty  white. 

This  was  the  first  record  for  the  London  Area.  Whilst  it  may  seem  initially 
quite  an  unlikely  candidate  for  the  London  list,  it  had  in  fact  been  expected 
for  some  years.  A  record  on  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  in  1976,  followed  by  one  at 
Cliffe  (only  a  few  miles  beyond  our  eastern  boundary)  in  November  1983, 
had  shown  that  it  was  not  impossible  for  this  tiny  Phylloscopus  to  occur  even 
further  west  in  our  Area.  Nevertheless  the  odds  against  it  being  found  in 
London  must  have  been  very  high.  It  was  accepted  by  the  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee  and  published  in  the  1985  (No.  50)  LBR. 

A.  J.  Greensmith,  29  Seymour  Road,  Mitcham  Junction,  Surrey  CR4  4JX. 
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The  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  and  Iceland.  Compiled  by  Peter  Lack. 
T.  &  A.  D.  Poyser,  Staffordshire,  1986.  448  pages;  over  200  maps  and  many 
line  drawings.  £19.00. 

As  reviewer  of  this  book  I  must  confess  a  personaK,bias  in  that  I  had  personally  been  keenly 
anticipating  its  publication,  partly  because  of  its  unique  content  and  partly  because  the  brilliance  of 
its  predecessor.  The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds,  had  amply  demonstrated  that  the  BTO  were  highly 
capable  of  organising  such  a  survey. 

Appropriately  enough  it  is  exactly  ten  years  since  the  arrival  of  the  breeding  atlas,  and  by  now  the 
concept  of  atlases  to  map  the  distribution  of  breeding  birds  has  become  well  established.  The 
breeding  atlas  was  based  on  10  km  grid  sauares,  although  county  breeding  atlases  have  used  much 
larger  scales  (down  to  2  km  grid  squares).  However  an  atlas  of  wintering  birds  really  broke  new 
ground  and  posed  many  interesting  problems.  The  breeding  atlas  used  three  different  sized  dots  to 
denote  proved,  probable  and  possible  breeding  in  each  square.  With  the  winter  atlas,  instead  of  just 
indicating  presence  or  absence  in  each  tetrad,  the  BTO  rightly  felt  that  it  was  essential  to  include 
some  form  of  abundance  assessment. 

Three  sizes  of  dots  were  again  used,  basically  with  th£  largest  dot  indicating  greatest  abundance. 
But  this  rather  simplifies  the  problems  of  assessing  a  species’  abundance  in  each  tetrad  considering 
that  some  tetrads  clearly  had  far  less  coverage  than  others.  For  all  species  a  division  of 
approximately  50%  of  dots  was  used  to  denote  squares  with  the  lowest  category  of  abundance .  30% 
in  the  middle  category  and  20%  in  the  highest  category.  For  the  majority  of  common  birds  the 
distribution  of  dots  does  fall  very  close  to  the  50:30:20  split,  but  clearly  with  the  less  common 
species  a  much  higher  percentage  of  dots  in  the  less  abundant  category  is  to  be  found,  e.g.  Merlin 
with  87%  in  this  category.  This  was  designed  so  as  to  give  proper  indications  of  a  species'  relative 
abundance  across  the  country. 

The  book  is  prefaced  by  an  introductory  section  of  about  20  pages  which  discusses  the 
compilation  of  the  maps  and  the  snags  that  were  encountered.  Another  section  covers  the  differing 
weather  conditions  during  each  of  the  three  main  winters  during  the  survey  (1981/82,  1982/83  and 
1983/84).  Patterns  and  movements  of  species  are  discussed  in  relation  to  the  severity  of  the  weather, 
as  well  as  the  status  of  irruptive  species,  such  as  Waxwing  and  Crossbill,  during  each  of  the  three 
winters. 

The  main  bulk  of  the  book  is  naturally  devoted  to  each  of  the  main  species  recorded  in  winter 
(192  species)  which  were  all  given  a  double-page  spread  with  a  map  on  one  page  alongside  a  facing 
page  of  text.  Of  those  species  that  breed,  as  well  as  winter,  in  Britain  a  small  inset  of  the  1968-72 
breeding  map  is  included  in  the  top  corner.  It  is  quite  fascinating  to  compare  each  species' 
distribution  in  summer  and  winter,  the  most  obvious  feature  is  the  concentration  of  records  in  the 
generally  mild  south  of  those  species  that  move  south  in  winter,  such  as  Skylark  and  Lapwing.  But 
apart  from  these  obvious  two  migrants  other  species  can  clearly  be  seen  to  move  southwards  in 
winter  such  as  Wigeon,  Moorhen,  Snipe  and  Meadow  Pipit. 

Other  fascinating  snippets  of  information  can  be  gleaned  by  merely  glancing  through  the  book; 
why,  for  instance,  are  Goosanders  virtually  absent  from  Ireland  (both  in  summer  and  winter)? 
Oystercatchers,  whilst  breeding  extensively  inland  in  northern  Britain,  almost  exclusively  return  to 
the  coast  to  winter.  Conversely  the  Cormorant,  which  still  breeds  almost  entirely  in  coastal 
counties,  clearly  spreads  out  inland  during  the  winter,  taking  advantage  of  the  proliferation  of 
gravel  pits  and  other  recreational  waters  that  has  occurred  during  the  last  30  years  or  so.  Likewise 
the  large  gulls  (Herring,  Lesser  and  Great  Black-backed)  which  also  breed  almost  exclusively  at 
coastal  sites,  disperse  throughout  inland  counties  during  the  winter  months. 

Unlike  the  breeding  atlas  where  a  small  team  of  writers  was  used  to  write  the  species  accounts,  it 
was  cleverly  decided  to  distribute  the  section  accounts  much  more  widely  by  using  people  who  have 
special  interests  in,  or  made  studies  of  particular  species  or  groups  of  birds,  for  instance  Colin  Bibby 
writes  the  accounts  on  Dartford  Warbler  and  Bearded  Tit,  having  made  particular  in-depth  studies 
of  these  two  species.  This  was  a  very  sensible  decision,  since  by  and  large  it  has  producea  a  series  of 
very  readable  and  informative  accounts.  Each  species  with  a  full  map  is  also  accompanied  by  a  line 
drawing  from  a  team  of  23  artists,  the  best  vignettes  are  those  by  Alan  Harris,  Ian  Lewington  and 
Chris  Rose  as  well  as  the  evergreen  Robert  Gillmor,  who  lea  the  team. 

It  says  a  great  deal  for  the  organisational  ability  of  the  BTO  that  they  managed  to  co-ordinate 
over  10,000  birdwatchers  to  cover  all  but  six  (of  those  tetrads  with  significant  tracts  of  land)  of  the 
3,761  10  km  squares  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  publishers  are  to  be  praised  for  their  decision  to  pulp  the  first  print  run  following  inaccurate 

Elacement  of  dots  on  the  maps  and  some  mis-alignment  of  the  text.  The  quality  of  work  to  come 
om  this  publishing  house  has  always  been  of  a  very  high  standard  and  the  winter  atlas  maintains 
this  standard  quite  admirably.  In  my  copy  all  species  maps  were  perfect  except  for  Buzzard,  which 
had  a  slightly  shadowy  3D  effect,  which  was  rather  mesmerising  to  look  at. 

This  book  really  does  live  up  to  expectations,  it  is  very  well  laid  out,  the  text  is  clear  and  concise 
and  it  is  a  very  easy  book  to  pick  up  and  browse  through,  as  well  as  being  an  essential  reference 
book.  It  deserves  to  find  its  way  onto  every  birdwatcher’s  bookshelf,  and  indeed  anyone  who  hasn't 
yet  got  their  copy  should  be  asking  themselves  why  they  haven't  got  one!  The  cost  at  £19.00 
represents  very  good  value  for  money  in  these  days  of  inflated  book  prices. 

Andrew  Moon 


Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the 
acceptability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper, 
using  one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines 
should  be  full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists. 
Underlining  should  be  restricted  to  words  set  in  italics.  Tables  and  captions 
must  be  typed  on  separate  sheets. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  animals  require  initial  capitals  except  after 
a  hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be 
underlined  for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  needs  an  initial 
capital.  Their  use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in  The  ‘ British  Birds’  List  of 
Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic.  Dates  should  take  the  form  Apr.  28th  1976; 
numbers  under  eleven  should  be  spelt  out  in  text;  fractions  should  be 
decimalized;  and,  whenever  possible,  metric  equivalents  should  be  given  in 
brackets  after  English  measurements.  Optional  spellings  should  adopt  the 
forms  recommended  by  Fowler  and/or  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary. 
Abbrevations  should  be  standard.  Full  points  should  be  omitted  from 
well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  but  retained  in  ‘e.g.’, 
‘i.e.’  and  ‘et  al.’.  Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single  not  double. 
Publications  should  not  be  in  quotes,  but  underlined  for  italics.  Parenthesis 
within  brackets  should  be  avoided.  References  need  to  adopt  the  following 
style: 

PARSLOW,  J. ,  1967.  Changes  in  status  among  breeding  birds  in  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Brit.  Birds  60  :  276-7. 

PARSLOW,  J.,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is 
known  and  the  editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  submitted  for  reproduction  on  the  front  cover  and 
inside  pages  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  blockmak¬ 
ing.  If  sent  by  post,  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs  if  requested, 
but  only  mistakes  by  the  Printers  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints.  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  are  provided,  if  ordered  in 
advance  by  authors.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  direct  to  the  Editor,  A.  V. 
Moon,  Chalk  Dell  House,  London  Road,  Rickmansworth,  Herts. 
(Telephone  0923-772367). 
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Introduction 

It  was  with  great  sadness  that  we  noted  the  death  of  Stanley  Cramp  on 
August  20th  1987.  His  long  association  with  the  LNHS  and  his  particular 
interest  in  the  birds  of  Inner  London  is  well  known;  he  was  also  an  Honorary 
Vice-President.  He  will  undoubtedly  be  best  remembered  as  Chief  Editor  of 
the  multi-volume  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic,  which  was  approaching 
completion  at  the  time  of  his  death.  If  ever  there  was  a  colossus  of  the 
ornithological  world,  it  was  Stanley  Cramp.  A  fuller  appreciation  will  appear 
in  the  London  Naturalist. 

The  papers  in  this  year’s  report  include  a  continuation  of  the  Winter  Atlas 
Survey  (part  three)  by  Mike  Dennis,  which  covers  some  woodland  birds;  also 
a  thorough  analysis  of  the  results  of  the  Woodland  Breeding  Bird  Survey  by 
Ken  Palmer.  Additionally  the  Editor  has  written  about  the  astonishing  influx 
of  Sabine’s  Gulls  that  followed  the  fierce  mid-October  storm  and  Peter 
Strangeman  has  produced  a  paper  documenting  the  continued  increase  of  the 
Cormorant  in  the  London  Area. 

Although  not  directly  connected  to  the  London  Bird  Report,  the 
Ornithological  Bulletin  nevertheless  is  of  great  importance,  since  the  records 
submitted  to  the  bulletin  editor  ^re  subsequently  passed  on  to  the  recorders. 
The  work  involved  in  the  task  of  compiling  the  report  is  substantial,  even 
though  it  may  only  appear  bi-monthly.  Charles  Westwood,  who  has  finally 
relinquished  the  editorship  of  the  bulletin  after  a  staggering  ten  years, 
deserves  the  most  fulsome  praise  for  a  job  well  done.  His  successor,  the 
capable  Keith  Betton,  certainly  appreciates  how  much  work  is  involved  in  its 
compilation. 

When  I  succeeded  Peter  Clement  as  Editor  of  the  London  Bird  Report,  in 
1983,  I  made  a  premeditated  decision  to  only  remain  in  the  post  for  five 
years.  This  report  will  therefore  be  my  fifth  and  last  as  Editor.  The  reasons 
behind  my  original  decision  are  largely  twofold.  Firstly  I  feel  that  it  is 
important  that  this  report  has  a  change  of  editor  every  five  years  -  the  effect 
of  a  new  broom  can  be  like  a  breath  of  fresh  air.  One  person  can  only 
introduce  a  certain  number  of  changes  and  a  different  mind  can  see  the  same 
job  from  a  very  different  viewpoint.  Too  many  societies  are  lumbered  with 
editors  who  continue  in  the  position  for  far  too  long  and  therefore  inhibit  the 
flow  of  new  ideas  into  a  report.  Secondly,  and  in  some  ways  most 
importantly,  the  work  involved  in  the  production  of  a  report  that  can  exceed 
200  pages  is  quite  substantial.  For  one  person  to  undertake  this  massive  task 
for  more  than  five  years  would  be  foolish.  In  any  case  I  can  forsee  a  time,  in 
perhaps  the  not  too  distant  future,  when  the  job  may  be  too  much  for  one 
person  to  fulfil.  I  hand  over  the  editorial  reins  to  the  highly  competent  Mike 
Earp,  who  has  joined  the  editorial  team  for  this  issue. 

The  recorders  remain  unchanged  this  year,  although  readers  are  asked  to 
note  the  change  of  address  of  the  Bucks,  recorder  -  Gavin  Haig.  I  would 
particularly  like  to  thank  all  the  recorders  whose  hard  work  makes  the 
prompt  production  of  this  report  a  possibility.  Three  of  these  recorders  - 
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Doug  Boyd,  John  Fitzpatrick  and  Peter  Naylor-  have  remained  in  their  posts 
for  over  13  years,  an  impressive  feat. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  at  this  stage  those  people  whose  work  'behind  the 
scenes’  largely  goes  unthanked  and  whose  assistance  keeps  the  London  Bird 
Report  in  the  top  league  of  national  reports.  Particular  thanks  are  due  to  the 
writers  of  the  systematic  list  who  are  listed  on  the  contents  page,  but 
especially  to  Frank  Jones  who  has  now  been  involved  (either  as  Editor  or  as  a 
writer)  in  the  last  35  consecutive  issues.  To  Jim  Hook,  who  has  compiled  the 
Ringing  Report  since  its  inception  in  the  1980  volume,  for  providing  a 
thoroughly  readable  and  interesting  account  of  the  annual  ringing  results  in 
London.  To  the  three  artists  -  Gavin  Haig,  Ken  Osborne  and  Jan  Wilczur- 
who  deserve  particular  thanks  for  improving  the  appearance  of  the  report 
considerably.  To  Ken  Osborne  for  providing  maps  and  figures  for  many 
papers,  which  are  all  up  to  a  consistently  high  standard.  Lastly  to  Rupert 
Hastings  for  much  informed  comment  over  the  years  and  whose  meticulous 
proof  reading  has  helped  keep  the  report  largely  error  free  during  my  period 
of  office. 

A.V.M. 
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following  Recorders: 

Inner  London 

D.  A.  Boyd,  14  Busdens  Lane,  Milford, 
Godaiming,  Surrey,  GU8  5JR. 

Essex 

J.  Fitzpatrick,  18  Edwick  Court,  High 
Street,  Cheshunt,  Herts.,  EN8  OAB. 

Herts. 

G.  J.  White,  36  Rye  Road,  Hoddesdon, 
Herts.,  EN11  OHR. 

Middlesex 

P.  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Ux¬ 
bridge,  Middlesex,  UB8  1NZ. 

Bucks. 

G.  M.  Haig,  126  Tudor  Way,  Rickmans- 
worth,  Herts.,  WD3  2HL. 

Kent* 

A.  J.  Morris,  134  Station  Road,  Crayford, 
Kent,  DAI  3QQ. 

Surreyt 

R.  B.  Hastings,  33  Bracken  Gardens, 
Barnes,  London,  SW13  9HW. 

*  including  records  on  the  Lower  Thames  from  London  Bridge  to  Tilbury 
t  including  records  on  the  River  Thames  from  Staines  to  Wandsworth 
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Review  of  the  Year 


Of  a  total  of  222  species  recorded  in  London  in  1987,  none  was  new  to  the 
Area.  However,  a  new  breeding  species  was  recorded  -  a  pair  of  Cormorants 
successfully  raised  two  young  at  Broadwater  G.P.  The  undoubted  highlight 
of  the  year  was  a  far  more  spectacular  event,  brought  about  by  a  tremendous 
storm  during  the  early  hours  of  Oct.  16th  -  a  phenomenal  influx  of  Sabine’s 
Gulls,  accompanied  by  record  numbers  of  Grey  Phalaropes  and  good 
numbers  of  other  rare  or  scarce  London  birds.  As  well  as  around  64  Sabine’s 
Gulls  and  16  Grey  Phalaropes,  Leach’s  Petrels,  three  species  of  skua,  large 
numbers  of  Little  Gulls,  a  Red-necked  Phalarope  and  various  waders  and 
terns  were  all  deposited  in  the  London  Area  in  the  wake  of  one  of  the  most 
ornithologically  productive  weather  systems  this  century.  Other  highlights 
include  London's  second  Scarlet  Roseflnch,  first  seen  in  late  December  1986, 
the  second  Long-billed  Dowitcher,  as  well  as  Crane,  Little  and  Ortolan 
Buntings,  Dartford  Warbler  and  Red-rumped  Swallow.  Additionally,  very 
cold  weather  from  mid-January  precipitated  a  splendid  arrival  of  winter 
birds,  with  record,  or  near-record,  numbers  of  some  species. 

After  a  wet  start  to  JANUARY  the  temperature  dropped  throughout  the 
first  week  and  then  plummeted  from  10th,  staying  sub-zero  until  at  least  20th. 
Conditions  were  reminiscent  of  February  1979,  especially  around  the 
weekend  of  17th/18th.  New  Year’s  day  saw  the  1986  Scarlet  Rosefinch  still 
visiting  its  Abbots  Langley  bird  table.  Four  wintering  Black-necked  Grebes 
were  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  as  was  a  Glaucous  Gull;  65  White-fronted  Geese 
flew  over  Rainham  Marsh  and  a  Cetti’s  Warbler  was  seen  at  Cheshunt  G.P. 
The  following  day  there  were  three  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Staines  Res.,  a  Scaup 
at  Broadwater  G.P.  and  a  Ferruginous  Duck  at  Stanstead  AbbottS  G.P.  An 
Iceland  Gull  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  3rd  was  followed  by  a  Red-breasted 
Merganser  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  4th.  Another  Ferruginous  Duck  was  found 
at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  6th  and  another  Cetti’s  at  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P. 
on  7th.  With  the  start  of  the  cold  spell  on  10th  came  three  Red-necked  Grebes 
at  Walthamstow  Res.  and  an  Iceland  Gull  at  Amwell  G.P.  Two  excellent 
birds  appeared  on  11th  -  a  Crane  near  Langley  and  a  Red  Kite  seen  over 
Langley  Park  and  Kew  Gardens.  Two  Great  Northern  Divers  and  a 
Red-necked  Grebe  were  at  Island  Barn  Res.  on  12th  and  the  first  of  the 
displaced  wildfowl  began  to  appear:  seven  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Wraysbury 
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G.P.,  36  Brent  Geese  at  Beddington  S.F.  and  about  700  White-fronts  over 
Regent’s  Park.  A  relatively  quiet  spell  over  the  next  three  days  produced  30 
White-fronts  over  Ham  Lands  on  13th,  a  Waxwing  at  Loughton  on  14th,  a 
Red-necked  Grebe  at  Queen  Mother  on  15th,  plus  a  Slavonian  Grebe,  a 
Bewick’s  Swan  and  a  Lapland  Bunting  all  at  Stone  Marsh  the  same  day.  The 
pace  picked  up  on  16th,  with  mid-week  observers  finding  two  Black-throated 
Divers  at  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  six  Whooper  Swans  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  and  two 
at  Walthamstow  Res. ,  two  more  Red-necked  Grebes  and  25  Bewick’s  Swans, 
including  13  at  Broadwater  G.P.  The  weekend  consequently  found  observers 
out  in  force,  and  they  were  well  rewarded  -  over  the  next  two  days  highlights 
included  one  Red-throated  Diver,  another  Black-throated  Diver,  at  least  1 1 
more  Red-necked  Grebes  (at  seven  sites),  five  Slavonian  Grebes,  a  Whooper 
Swan,  12  White-fronts  and  ten  Brents,  one  or  two  Iceland  Gulls,  a  Shag,  at 
least  11  Scaup  together  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  summer  plumaged  Guillemot 
at  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  juvenile  Pomarine  Skua  at  Stone  Marsh,  a  flock  of  12 
Grey  Plovers  at  Dartford  Marsh  and  both  Snow  and  Lapland  Buntings  at 
Rainham  Marsh;  in  addition,  around  3,500  Wigeon  were  scattered  through^ 
out  the  Area.  The  following  week  continued  in  the  same  vein,  with  another 
Red-throated  Diver,  eight  more  Red-necked  and  two  more  Slavonian  Grebes, 
a  flock  of  nine  White-fronts,  a  single  Brent  Goose  and  four  Whooper  Swans 
appearing;  the  best  birds  were  two  Lapland  Buntings  at  Dartford  Marsh  on 
24th  and  a  female  Eider  at  Broadwater  G.P.  on  21st.  Another  Lapland 
Bunting  was  found  at  Fairlop  on  25th  and  a  dead  Guillemot  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.  There  was  more  of  the  same  through  to  the  month’s  end,  with  a  handful 
of  Red-necked  Grebes,  a  Slavonian  Grebe,  three  more  Bewick’s  Swans  and  a 
couple  more  Brents  adding  to  the  totals.  The  month  culminated  with  a  record 
flock  of  Ruddy  Duck  -  103  at  Walton  Res.  on  31st.  In  addition  to  the 
aforementioned,  the  cold  spell  also  produced  a  widespread  influx  of  Scaup  (17 
sites)  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers  (up  to  six  at  15  sites),  Common  Scoters  at 
four  sites,  Curlew  at  12  sites,  Knot  at  six  and  Bar-tailed  Godwit  and 
Turnstone  at  four  apiece,  as  well  as  around  seven  different  Glaucous  Gulls. 
As  if  this  were  not  enough,  at  least  38  Long-eared  Owls  (compared  with  only 
11  Short-eared)  and  perhaps  as  many  as  11  Mediterranean  Gulls  were  also 
reported  in  January! 

FEBRUARY  saw  the  start  of  a  rapid  increase  in  temperature  and  a 
corresponding  slackening  in  the  birdwatching  pace.  The  January  flavour  was 
maintained  briefly  on  1st,  with  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  and 
Slavonian  Grebes  at  Wraysbury  and  Queen  Mary  Reservoirs;  53  Smew  at  the 
latter  site  constituted  the  largest  single  count  of  this  species  for  many  years, 
and  15  Crossbills  at  Black  Park  the  same  day  perhaps  closed  the  book  on  yet 
another  ‘cold  weather  influx’.  A  surprising  find  on  3rd  was  a  Fulmar  on  steps 
leading  to  the  foreshore  of  the  River  Thames  at  County  Hall.  The  remainder 
of  the  month  was  dominated  by  Scaup,  with  up  to  six  reported  from  eight 
sites.  Lapland  Buntings  appeared  again,  with  three  at  Rainham  Marsh  on 
7th.  The  month’s  remaining  highlights  occurred  in  a  three  day  period:  a 
Great  Northern  Diver  was  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  20th,  with  a  Shag  at 
Shepperton  G.P.  the  same  day;  a  Red-throated  Diver  was  on  the  Thames  at 
Rainham  on  21st  and  an  Iceland  Gull  was  seen  at  Croxley  Green  on  22nd. 

MARCH  was  mainly  cold,  though  fairly  quiet.  Other  than  a  Black- 
throated  Diver  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  there  was  little  to  excite  during  the  first 
week.  A  Brent  Goose  appeared  at  the  same  site  on  8th.  Another  Fulmar  was 
found  on  the  Thames  foreshore,  this  time  at  Battersea,  and  unfortunately 
dead.  Probably  in  addition  to  the  one  or  two  wintering  in  the  Lea  Valley,  a 
Great  Grey  Shrike  was  seen  at  Hainault  on  12th.  A  massive  flock  of  about 
1,000  probable  White-fronted  Geese  flew  over  Finchley  on  15th.  The 
following  day  a  Red-throated  Diver  visited  Walthamstow  Res.  On  17th  a 
Little  Bunting  was  found  at  Delaford  Manor  near  Iver  -  it  subsequently 
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proved  itself  a  male  by  singing  during  the  latter  part  of  its  near  six  week  stay. 
A  Shag  was  at  Osterley  Park  on  18th.  By  now  the  first  summer  migrants  were 
beginning  to  trickle  through,  whilst  winter  visitors  were  rapidly  on  their  way 
out.  The  contrast  was  nicely  illustrated  by  four  Bewick’s  Swans  over 
Uxbridge  on  21st  and  a  pair  of  Garganey  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  22nd. 
Goldeneye  traditionally  gather  around  this  time,  and  a  record  count  of  147 
was  made  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  28th.  The  next  day  was  quite  lively, 
with  an  Osprey  in  the  Lea  Valley,  15  Kittiwakes  at  Staines  Res.  and  a  Ring 
Ouzel  in  Hampton  Court  Park  -  the  first  of  18  spring  records. 

The  first  fortnight  of  APRIL  was  mainly  cool  and  changeable  and  it  was 
not  until  the  latter  half  of  the  month  that  Continental  air  began  to  flow  into 
Britain,  increasing  the  birdwatching  tempo  somewhat.  At  Beddington  S.F. 
there  were  six  Avocets  on  1st.  Four  Common  Scoter  were  at  Wm.  Girling 
Res.  the  next  day;  Black-necked  Grebes  peaked  at  Staines  Res.  on  4th  - 
seven  birds  were  present.  Two  Common  Scoter  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  and 
Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  the  same  day  were  the  last  of  the  spring.  Also  on  4th 
was  a  Sandwich  Tern  at  Staines  Res.  A  Merlin  zipped  over  Bromley 
Common  on  5th.  A  pair  of  Garganey  were  at  Island  Barn  Res.  on  9th,  and 
between  this  date  and  1 1th  three  spring  Slavonian  Grebes  were  seen.  On  the 
latter  date  16  Black-tailed  Godwits  found  the  flooded  Staines  Moor  to  their 
liking.  By  14th  the  weather  was  beginning  to  give  us  warmer  south  or 
southeasterly  breezes.  The  appearance  of  a  Marsh  Harrier  at  Romford  on 
this  date,  London’s  sixth  Red-rumped  Swallow  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  15th, 
another  Marsh  Harrier,  this  time  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  16th,  along  with  20 
Little  Gulls  at  Staines  Res.,  were  undoubtedly  influenced  by  this.  Two  more 
Sandwich  Terns  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  17th  were  followed  by  an  interesting 
assortment  the  following  day:  two  Brents,  a  Merlin,  a  Hen  Harrier,  Scaup 
and  Garganey  were  seen  at  various  localities.  Another  Marsh  Harrier 
appeared  on  20th,  at  Hoddesdon,  while  13  White  Wagtails  were  at  King 
George  VI  Res.  The  pace  continued  -  on  22nd  a  Red  Kite  flew'  over 
Chislehurst  and  25  Little  Gulls  graced  Amwell  G.P.;  the  next  day  a  Marsh 
Harrier  was  at  Rainham  Marsh;  on  24th  an  Ortolan  Bunting  was  at  Wood 
Green  Res.  On  25th  an  Avocet  flew  high  over  Staines  Res.,  four  Knot  were 
seen  at  Barking  and  a  Crossbill  at  High  Elms.  The  Broadwater  Eider 
appeared  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  29th  and  a  Quail  was  in  a  garden  at  Downham 
the  same  day.  The  month  closed  with  a  singing  Melodious  Warbler  at 
Croham  Hurst  G.C.  on  30th. 

MAY  was  most  unsettled,  particularly  the  first  week;  however,  this  did  not 
stop  the  appearance  of  two  rare  herons  -  a  Night  Heron  at  Sevenoaks 
Reserve  on  1st  and  a  Purple  Heron  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  2nd.  A  team  of  four 
observers  attempting  to  break  the  London  day-list  record  were  interrupted 
late  in  the  afternoon  on  3rd  when  one  of  their  number  flushed  a  Hoopoe  at 
King  George  VI  Res.  -  the  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  relocate  it!  Also  on  3rd,  an  Osprey  was  seen  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.  The 
next  day  another  was  seen  at  Buckland  S.P.  and  37  Arctic  Terns  were 
gathered  at  Broadwater  G.P.  Despite  warmer  weather  from  around  6th  few 
birds  of  note  were  recorded  over  the  next  ten  days,  a  Hen  Harrier  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  7th  and  a  Golden  Oriole  at  Banstead  Woods  being  the  exceptions. 
On  16th  another  Golden  Oriole  was  at  Nonsuch  Park  and  Little  Terns  were  at 
Brent  Res.  and  King  George  V  Res.  A  Honey  Buzzard  flew  over  Tyttenhan- 
ger  G.P.  on  17th,  and  five  Temminck’s  Stints  were  at  Kempton  Res. 
Between  18th  and  23rd  another  four  Temminck’s  appeared,  all  at  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.  On  22nd  a  Marsh  Harrier  flew  over  Wraysbury  G.P.  and  a  Dartford 
Warbler,  the  7th  since  1939,  was  in  song  at  Trent  Park.  After  an  unseasonal 
Manx  Shearwater  on  the  Thames  at  Rainham  on  29th,  the  month  closed  with 
a  Little  Tern  at  King  George  V  Res.,  another  Marsh  Harrier  (this  time  at 
Broadwater  G.P.)  and  a  Golden  Oriole  at  Dagnam  Park,  all  on  31st. 
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JUNE  was  very  quiet,  with  little  of  note  until  a  pair  of  Common  Scoter 
appeared  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  10th.  Quail  were  at  Horton  Kirby  (2)  on  12th 
and  Beddington  S.F.  from  24th.  Terns  were  represented  by  a  Little  at  Wm. 
Girling  Res.  on  15th  and  Sandwich  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  20th  and  Rainham 
Marsh  (3)  on  21st.  Garganey  were  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  Amwell  G.P.  on 
21st  and  24th  respectively.  Surprise  of  the  month  (though  not  unpre¬ 
cedented)  was  a  Manx  Shearwater  flying  over  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  29th. 

The  BREEDING  SEASON  was  particularly  notable  for  London’s  first 
nesting  Cormorants.  As  mentioned  earlier,  they  successfully  raised  two 
young.  A  successful  pair  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  was  only  the  second  in 
London.  Also  unusual  was  the  record  of  a  male  Pied  Flycatcher  holding 
territory  for  more  than  a  month  at  Osterley  Park  -  an  unlined  nest  was  found 
in  a  nestbox.  Two  Short-eared  Owls  summered  and  may  have  bred,  likewise 
one  or  two  pairs  of  Whinchats  at  Rainham  Marsh.  The  good  news  continues 
with  a  breeding  pair  of  Firecrests,  at  least  five  pairs  of  Hobbies,  six  of  Ruddy 
Duck  and  70  of  Common  Tern.  Redstarts  were  back  again,  with  two  pairs 
breeding,  and  other  singing  males  present.  Also  on  the  up  were  Mute  Swan, 
Tree  Pipit,  Whitethroat  and  Grasshopper  Warbler.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
coin,  Kingfisher,  Reed  Warbler,  Yellow  Wagtail  and  Stonechat  were  all 
down,  with  the  last  named  giving  most  cause  for  concern.  Also,  only  two 
pairs  of  Wood  Warblers  were  proved  to  have  bred,  though  additional  singing 
males  may  have  indicated  other  successful  pairs.  Tree  Sparrows  continue  to 
decline  in  the  west  of  the  Area. 

The  first  half  of  JULY  was  predictably  quiet.  On  4th  a  Quail  was  calling  at 
Hauxley  in  Kent.  Black-necked  Grebes  were  present  at  Staines  Res.  from  7th 
and  an  early  Mediterranean  Gull  was  at  West  Thurrock  on  12th.  A  Little  Gull 
at  Amwell  G.P.  on  16th  heralded  a  strong  wader  passage  in  the  second  half  of 
the  month,  beginning  with  17  Black-tailed  Godwits  at  Beddington  S.F.  on 
18th  and  six  Little  Stints  there  on  the  following  two  days.  The  wader  of  the 
month  was  undoubtedly  the  Temminck’s  Stint  at  Amwell  from  21st  to  24th 
and  passage  was  unusually  heavy  at  this  time  for  several  other  species.  Wood 
Sandpipers  occurred  in  two  exceptional  gatherings  of  18  at  Rammey  Marsh 
on  21st  and  14  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  24th.  40  Common  Sandpipers  at  Brent 
Res.  on  21st  was  the  highest  count  for  the  year  in  London  and  Beddington 
S.F.  had  38  adult  Greenshanks  on  22nd,  followed  by  four  Little  Stints,  two 
Curlew  Sandpipers,  five  Wood  Sandpipers  and  ten  Green  Sandpipers  -  all  on 
24th.  Not  to  be  outdone,  odd  ducks  also  put  in  an  appearance  with  a  one-day 
female  Ferruginous  Duck  at  Amwell  on  20th  and  a  group  of  seven  Garganey 
in  flight  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  24th.  Another  Garganey  was  at  Sevenoaks 
and  breeding  was  confirmed  at  Kingsmead  when  a  female  appeared  there 
with  two  small  young  on  29th.  Wader  passage  was  less  conspicuous  after  the 
good  spell  of  18th  to  24th  but  a  Bar-tailed  Godwit  was  at  Amwell  on  27th  and, 
the  same  day,  London’s  first  ever  juvenile  Mediterranean  Gull  found  its  way 
to  Beddington  S.F. 

The  most  remarkable  event  during  AUGUST  was  a  monstrous  movement 
of  33  Little  Terns  across  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  20th.  No  other  conspicuous 
tern  passage  was  seen  and  migrant  waders  included  only  the  most  regular 
species.  Two  groups  of  Whimbrel  occurred  in  the  first  eight  days  of  the 
month  and  six  Oystercatchers  flew  SE  over  Staines  Res.  on  6th.  Green 
Sandpipers  reached  peaks  of  30  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  9th  and  11  at  Kempton 
Park  Res.  on  21st,  while  Greenshank  passage  was  strongest  on  23rd  when  29 
were  at  Beddington  S.F.  and  19  were  at  Kempton.  In  the  last  nine  days  of  the 
month  three  localities  had  three  Spotted  Redshanks  each,  but  Perry  Oaks  led 
the  way  for  this  species  with  seven  on  26th  and  27th.  Just  two  Curlew 
Sandpipers  and  five  Little  Stints  passed  through  during  the  month,  together 
with  about  nine  Wood  Sandpipers  spread  over  six  localities.  Amwell  G.P. 
managed  two  Garganeys  while  singles  occurred  at  five  other  sites.  Scarce 
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raptors  were  represented  by  an  Osprey  at  Fishers  Green  on  9th  and  a  very 
early  ‘ring-tail’  Hen  Harrier  at  Staines  Res.  on  16th  which  failed  to  look  like  a 
Montagu’s  in  spite  of  the  ‘wrong’  date.  Also  rather  out  of  season,  in  the  Lea 
Valley,  were  a  drake  Scaup  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  from  5th  and  a  Firecrest  at 
Amwell  on  9th.  Late  in  the  month  Perry  Oaks  had  a  good  total  of  1 14  Ringed 
Plovers  on  26th  but  the  Lower  Thames  naturally  attracted  more,  with  a  peak 
of  160  at  West  Thurrock  on  30th,  when  30  Black  Terns  were  also  present. 
Very  strange  for  the  time  of  year  was  a  group  of  three  Quail  flushed  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  28th  -  suggesting  that  the  male  of  two  months  earlier  had 
attracted  a  mate? 

The  scattering  of  Garganeys  continued  into  SEPTEMBER  with  birds  at 
five  sites,  including  a  maximum  of  four  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  10th.  A 
good  trio  of  raptor  records  early  in  the  month  involved  a  pair  of  Marsh 
Harriers  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  2nd,  a  Honey  Buzzard  passing  over  Amwell 
G.P.  on  6th  and  a  male  Montagu’s  Harrier  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  9th. 
Black-necked  Grebes  were  at  several  localities  and  peaked  at  Staines  Res. 
with  13  on  4th.  A  good  find  on  7th  was  a  Manx  Shearwater  at  West  Thurrock; 
this  is  a  typical  date  for  this  species  though  they  are  usually  in  the  west  of  the 
Area.  Another  occurred  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  20th.  Arctic  Skuas  may 
be  more  predictable  but  they  still  add  spice  to  autumn  watching;  this  year 
there  was  one  at  a  Bromley  Common  trout  pond  on  13th,  three  low  over  Barn 
Elms  Res.  next  day,  and  one  travelling  up  the  Thames  at  Dartford  on  18th. 
Tern  passage  was  not  unusual,  with  three  east  London  localities  reporting  ten 
Sandwich  Terns  each,  and  a  peak  of  29  Black  Terns  at  Staines  Res.  on  19th. 
Wader  passage  was  also  unremarkable,  with  few  good  sites  in  London 
nowadays,  and  Curlew  Sandpiper  and  Little  Stint  numbers  remained  low. 
Passerines  came  to  the  fore,  however,  firstly  in  the  shape  of  a  male 
Red-backed  Shrike  at  Hounslow  Heath  which  (in  spite  of  being  mist-netted 
more  than  once)  entertained  visitors  from  16th  to  21st.  This  was  to  be 
outshone  in  rarity,  if  not  in  plumage,  by  a  Richard’s  Pipit  at  Fairlop  on  20th. 

In  late  September  an  auk  of  uncertain  identity  had  been  seen  along  the 
western  Thames  and  the  mystery  was  probably  solved  on  OCTOBER  4th 
when  a  Guillemot  was  seen  at  Hammersmith  Bridge.  The  same  date 
produced  the  rarest  bird  of  the  autumn,  a  Long-billed  Dowitcher  at  King 
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George  VI  Res.,  which  also  visited  Staines  Moor  and  later  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
until  Nov.  10th.  King  George  VI  Res.  was  drawing  large  numbers  of  Little 
Gulls  at  this  time,  with  26  on  5th,  and  a  slight  passage  was  evident  elsewhere 
in  London.  On  11th  a  Leach’s  Petrel  arrived  at  Walton  Res.,  preceding  by 
five  days  the  great  influx  of  seabirds  and  other  species  caused  by  the 
devastating  storm  early  on  16th.  It  was  some  days  before  the  final  roll  call  of 
victims  could  be  amassed:  about  64  Sabine’s  Gulls  marked  the  influx  as 
unique,  accompanied  by  250  Little  Gulls,  15-20  Grey  Phalaropes,  one 
Red-necked  Phalarope,  five  Leach’s  Petrels,  four  Great,  one  Pomarine  and 
one  Arctic  Skua,  13  Kittiwakes,  16  Black-tailed  Godwits,  at  least  20 
Oystercatchers  and  17  Curlews.  Some  sites  had  extraordinary  concentrations 
of  particular  species,  the  prime  examples  being  13  Sabine’s  Gulls  at  Barking, 
seven  Grey  Phalaropes  and  the  Red-necked  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  and 
some  50  Little  Gulls  at  West  Thurrock.  Fifty  Commie  Terns  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.  on  19th  was  a  big  flock  for  so  late  in  the  autumn.  Other  interesting 
records  about  this  time  included  a  Hen  Harrier  over  Queen  Mary  Res.  on 
17th,  four  Slavonian  Grebes  together  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  19th,  a  Shag 
at  Amwell  G.P.  on  20th  and  a  Marsh  Harrier  at  the  same  spot  on  21st.  The 
last  ten  days  of  the  month  produced  some  winter  visitors,  such  as  12 
White-fronted  Geese  over  Regent’s  Park  on  23rd,  a  Snow  Bunting  at  Wm. 
Girling  Res.  on  24th,  a  Jack  Snipe  on  a  lawn  at  Hanwell  on  26th  and  a  Hen 
Harrier  at  Fairlop  on  29th.  In  contrast  King  George  VI  Res.  had  a  Garganey 
on  24th  and  31st  and  nearby  Staines  Moor  attracted  a  very  late  Wood 
Sandpiper  on  31st  and  Nov.  1st.  Bearded  Tits  had  arrived  in  reasonable 
numbers  by  the  end  of  the  month  with  30  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  ten  at  West 
Thurrock. 

Well  after  the  famous  storm,  the  seventh  Leach’s  Petrel  of  the  autumn  was 
perhaps  trying  to  make  a  landing  at  Heathrow  Airport  on  NOVEMBER  1st. 
The  rest  of  the  month  produced  a  varied  selection  of  more  regular  birds,  with 
only  a  couple  of  scarcer  species  to  break  up  the  pattern.  Early  November  can 
be  a  good  time  for  Brent  Geese  and  this  year  a  flock  of  28  was  seen  flying  NW 
over  Ashtead  on  4th.  There  were  four  Merlins  during  the  month  -  at 
Stocker’s  Lake  on  6th,  Berwick  Ponds  on  15th,  Rainham  Marsh  on  21st  and 
Staines  Res.  on  24th.  Mediterranean  Gulls  were  widespread,  some  of  them 
returning  to  winter,  at  Beddington  S.F.  from  5th,  Rainham  Marsh  on  7th, 
Cheshunt  G.P.  on  13th,  King  George  V  Res.  on  17th,  Waltham  Abbey  on 
18th,  Ponders  End  on  24th  and  West  Watford  from  29th.  At  Rainham  Marsh 
up  to  two  male  Hen  Harriers,  six  Short-eared  Owls,  20  Bearded  Tits  and  12 
Twites  were  present.  A  good  bird  on  7th  was  a  Lapland  Bunting  seen  flying 
off  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  and  a  Snow  Bunting  visited  King  George  VI  Res.  the 
same  day.  From  8th  a  small  passage  of  Firecrests  involved  birds  at  Battersea 
Park  (two),  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Cheshunt  G.P. 
King  George  VI  Res.  had  a  Little  Stint  on  8th  and  an  early  Red-throated 
Diver  on  15th,  and  it  was  presumably  the  Garganey  from  here  that  turned  up 
at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  26th.  Little  Auk  numbers  had  been  higher  than  usual 
for  most  of  the  month  in  the  North  Sea  and  one  was  duly  picked  up  in  Harrow 
on  25th.  On  27th  the  first  Glaucous  Gull  of  the  winter  was  found,  on  the 
partially  drained  north  basin  at  Staines  Res. ,  and  a  Great  Northern  Diver  was 
located  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  30th. 

The  weather  remained  mild  during  DECEMBER  but  the  variety  of  birds 
was  better  than  in  November.  On  1st  one  or  two  Snow  Buntings  were  at 
Fairlop.  A  Ferruginous  Duck  spent  the  month  at  Walthamstow  Res.  from 
2nd,  on  which  date  one  observer  chanced  upon  a  short-staying  Little  Auk 
there.  Nine  Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  3rd,  a 
Glaucous  Gull  was  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  4th  and  one  or  two  Brent  Geese 
visited  three  sites  about  this  time.  The  6th  was  notable  with  both  Iceland  and 
Glaucous  Gulls  gracing  the  rubbish  tip  at  Rainham  Marsh,  a  Merlin  and  a 


12 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  52  FOR  1987 


(falconer’s?)  Peregrine  at  Staines  Res.  and  four  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Bedding- 
ton  S.F.  A  Black-throated  Diver  at  Buckhurst  Hill  on  8th  was  the  only  one  of 
the  month  and  75  White-fronted  Geese  flew  E  over  Wraysbury  G.P.  that  day. 
A  Great  Northern  Diver  was  present  at  Staines  Res.  or  King  George  VI  Res. 
from  12th  and  a  Snow  Bunting  was  at  Walton  Res.  on  14th,  but  much  more 
unexpected  was  the  Fulmar  that  flew  W  over  Ashford  Cemetery  on  16th  to 
be  refound  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  the  following  day.  A  Ferruginous  Duck  at 
Stocker’s  Lake  from  19th  remained  into  1988  and  drew  many  observers 
during  its  stay.  White-fronted  Geese  continued  to  appear,  with  nine  at 
Broadwater  G.P.  on  19th  and  20th  and  three  at  Dartford  Marsh  also  on  20th. 
In  the  second  half  of  the  month  a  spate  of  Mediterranean  Gulls  involved  birds 
at  five  localities  but  only  one  Glaucous  Gull  was  seen  during  this  period,  at 
Littlebrook  and  Dartford  on  27th  and  28th.  By  the  end  of  the  month  13  Smew 
had  arrived  at  Wraysbury  G.P.,  seven  Short-eared  Owls  were  at  Rainham 
Marsh,  and  Long-eared  Owls  had  been  found  at  three  roost  sites.  An 
incredible  1,500  Golden  Plovers  had  been  counted  at  Fairlop,  though  West 
Thurrock  was  also  doing  well  with  1,000  Redshanks  and  3,600  Dunlin. 
Lapland  Buntings  are  becoming  more  regular  now;  there  was  one  at  Queen 
Mother  Res.  on  19th,  but  it  was  not  until  30th  that  the  now-annual  bird  was 
located  at  Fairlop. 
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First  and  Last  Dates  of  Migrants 


Summer  Migrants 

Arrival 

Departure 

Hobby 

Apr.  16 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

GJW 

Oct.  12 

Hither  Green 

DD 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

Mar.  6 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SNR,  RHT 

Sept.  12 

Rammey  Marsh 

SC 

Common  Tern 

Apr.  6 

Amwell  G.P. 

MJM 

Oct.  25 

Broadwater  G.P. 

RM 

Arctic  Tern 

Apr.  20 

King  George  V  Res. 

PJV 

Oct.  22 

Broadwater  G.P. 

RDNHS 

Black  Tern 

Apr.  16 

King  George  V  Res. 

ADW 

Oct.  19 

Queen  Mother  Res 

.  GAR 

Turtle  Dove 

Apr.  16 

Fishers  Green 

ADW 

Oct.  4 

Bushy  Park  NMs,  SM.s 

Cuckoo 

Apr.  15 

Beddington  S.F. 

GDJM 

Oct.  10 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Swift 

Apr.  19 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

RBH 

Oct.  4 

Walthamstow  Res. 

LG 

Apr.  19 

Savehay G.P. 

PN 

Sand  Martin 

Mar.  22 

Shepperton 

JAS 

Oct.  18 

Walthamstow  Res. 

LG 

Swallow 

Mar.  28 

Fishers  Green 

MJM 

Nov.  16 

Amwell  G.P.  BR.GJW 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

GJW 

House  Martin 

Mar.  29 

Hersham  G.P. 

SJS 

Nov.  10 

Beddington  S.F. 

GDJM 

Tree  Pipit 

Apr.  1 1 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

Oct.  3 

Rainham  Marsh 

MKD 

Hainault 

AB/ 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Mar.  31 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

AC 

Nov.  9 

Perry  Oaks  S.F. 

JAS 

Nightingale 

Apr.  17 

Bookham  Common 

ESB 

Aug.  15 

Queen  Mary  G.P. 

HRG 

Redstart 

Apr.  5 

Walthamstow  Res. 

NDB 

Oct.  17 

Rainham  Marsh 

MKD 

Whinchat 

Apr.  17 

Alexandra  Park 

NB 

Nov.  14 

Rammey  Marsh 

SC 

Ham  Lands 

NM s,  SMv 

Wheatear 

Mar.  21 

King  George  VI  Res. 

PN 

Nov.  8 

King  George  VI  Res.  AVM. 

DM 

Ring  Ouzel 

Mar.  29 

Hampton  Court  Park 

SDBS 

Oct.  26 

Beddington  S.F. 

GDJM 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Apr.  14 

Rye  House  Marsh 

GJW 

Aug.  9 

Elmers  End  S.F. 

JB 

Sedge  Warbler 

Apr.  8 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

ADW 

Oct.  10 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Wra^sbury  G.P. 

RBH 

Reed  Warbler 

Apr.  17 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

ADW 

Nov.  27 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

MDs.JF 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Apr.  17 

Orpington 

GFAM 

Oct.  15 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

RMRG 

Whitethroat 

Apr.  8 

Holmethorpe  S.P. 

GWJH 

Oct.  3 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

South  Norwood  S.F.  JB/ 

Garden  Warbler 

Apr.  18 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

CC,  GJW 

Sept.  23 

Battersea  Park 

BM 

Wood  Warbler 

Apr.  24 

Trent  Park 

RMC 

Aug.  28 

Battersea  Park 

BM 

Willow  Warbler 

Mar.  28 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Oct.  3 

Bushy  Park  NMs,SMs 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SNR,  RHT 

Queen  Mary  G.P. 

HRG 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Apr.  29 

Trent  Park 

RMC 

Oct.  12 

Chislehurst 

KHP 

Pied  Flycatcher 

Apr.  18 

Ham  Lands 

JH,  RJH 

Sept.  13 

Kensal  Green 

CJC 

Winter  Migrants 

Departure 

Arrival 

Jack  Snipe 

Apr.  20 

Fairlop 

CG 

Oct.  26 

Hanwell 

SP« 

Fieldfare 

May  25 

Alexandra  Park 

APBR 

Sept.  16 

Bromley 

Cl 

Redwing 

Apr.  25 

Amwell  G.P. 

BR 

Sept.  4 

Ruxley  G.P. 

RT/c 

Brambling 

Apr.  19 

Petts  Wood 

MJC 

Oct.  6 

Beddington  S.F. 

GDJM 

Siskin 

Apr.  26 

Ruxley  G.P. 

SJG 

Oct.  2 

Beddington  S.F. 

GDJM 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  Area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  'London 
Area’,  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral.  Within  the  Area,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for 
recording  purposes,  rather  than  the  present  administrative  counties.  In 
addition,  there  is  a  special  recording  zone  for  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5 
miles  x  8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross).  All  records  of  interest  are 
welcome  from  members  and  non-members,  and  these  should  be  sent  to  the 
appropriate  recorder  (see  list  on  page  5). 


ST  PAUL’S 


INNER 
LONDON 
RECORDING 
AREA  5  MILES  x 
8  MILES,  CENTERED 
ON  CHARING  CROSS 


It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society's  recording  sheets 
are  used  (available  from  recorders  on  request),  and  if  species  are  listed  in  the 
order  followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used 
for  each  recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in 
August  for  the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to 
December. 

Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by 
the  Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report. 
Published  records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today's  readers  but 
also  anyone  who  in  future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief 
field-notes  are  therefore  required  to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct 
identification  and  authenticity  for  the  following  species: 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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All  rare  species 
All  out  of  season  migrants 
All  species  of  less  than  annual 
occurrence 

All  divers 

Red-necked  and  Slavonian 
Grebes 

Black-necked  Grebe  (except  at 
regular  haunts) 

Petrels  and  shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag;  Bittern 
Bewick’s  and  Whooper  Swans 
All  wild  geese  (except  Canada  and 
Greylag) 

Ferruginous  Duck  and  all  sea 
ducks 

All  birds-of-prey  excluding  Kes¬ 
trel,  Sparrowhawk  and  Hobby 
(descriptions  of  the  latter  two 
species  are  required  in  Inner 
London) 

Quail  and  Spotted  Crake 
Avocet;  Kentish  Plover;  Tem- 
minck’s  Stint;  Pectoral  and  Pur¬ 
ple  Sandpipers;  all  phalaropes 
All  skuas 

Mediterranean,  Iceland  and 


Glaucous  Gulls;  Kittiwake 
All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 
(except  the  latter  at  regular 
haunts) 

Hoopoe  and  Wryneck;  Woodlark 
Rock  and  Water  Pipit,  other  than 
at  regular  localities 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  of  Motacilla  flava  other 
than  Yellow  Wagtail  M.f.flavis- 
sima 

Ring  Ouzel 

Cetti’s  Warbler  and  Wood  Warb¬ 
ler  in  autumn 

Firecrest  and  Pied  Flycatcher 
Bearded  Tit  and  Golden  Oriole 
All  shrikes 
Twite  and  Crossbill 
Lapland  and  Snow  Buntings 


The  above  list  of  species  requiring  descriptions  is  not  intended  to  be,  nor 
could  it  be,  comprehensive  and  readers  are  asked  to  use  their  own  guidance 
and  common  sense.  The  species  listed  above  are  essentially  those  that  appear 
annually  in  London,  but  for  which  we  still  require  descriptions  prior  to 
publication. 

The  status  of  certain  species  (especially  waders)  varies  considerably  within 
our  recording  Area,  and  also  from  year  to  year,  and  the  Society’s  recorders 
are  entitled  to  request  a  description  of  any  species  for  which  they  feel  further 
details  are  required. 

Field  notes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder 
immediately  following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of 
the  year.  Evidence  needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and  should  include  a 
description  of  the  essential  features  upon  which  identification  was  based, 
relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and  the 
observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and  similar  species. 

NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  81(9):  xv-xvi)  should  be 
submitted  to  the  local  recorder,  who  will  forward  them  to  the  national 
committee.  If  sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the 
recorder.  Observers  are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure 
acceptance  and  publication  in  the  report  for  the  same  year. 

RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  81:  102-103)  should 
be  submitted  preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (stating  degree  of  confidential¬ 
ity  required)  for  forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  All 
reports  of  these  species  (and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete 
confidence  at  county  level.  Names  of  localities  are  never  published  (except 
for  Black  Redstart)  and  only  the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London 
Bird  Report. 
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S.  H.  Cohen 
Mrs  M.  Cole 
D.  A.  Coleman 
C.  Collins  (CO) 

N.  A.  Colliver 
J.  Colmans 

S.  Connor 

P.  Cornelius  (PO) 

C.  Cottrell 
M.  J.  Cottrell 

B.  Coulson  (BC/z) 

M.  Craig  (MCg) 

B.  Crathorne 
A.  D.  Crawford 

R.  Crawford  (RQ/) 

P.  Creasey  (PCy) 

C.  J.  Cross 
R.  J.  Cruise 

G.  Cunningham 

J.  Davies 
M.  Davies  (MDs) 

Mrs  P.  A.  Dawe 
R.  Dawson 

T.  R.  Dean 

I.  Dearing 


C.  W.  Dee 
M.  K.  Dennis 
M.  Dent 

Mrs  E.  de  Quidt  (ED/) 

D.  De  Silva  (DD) 

A.  H.  J.  Diamant 

D.  S.  Dicker 

I.  Dodd  (ID d) 

C.  F.  Dolley 
R.  R.  Drew 

T.  R.  Duckett  (TRD/) 
P.  M.  Dyer 

Friends  of  the 
Earth  (FOE) 

R.  Eastwood  (RE d) 

M.  Edhem 

J.  Edwards 

D.  F.  Elliott 
R.  Emmens 

N.  Emsden 

R.  D.  Evans 

Mrs  J.  F.  Farrant 
J.  D.  A.  Fell 
C.  Fentiman 

B.  G.  Fisher 
Miss  L.  H.  Fitt 
J.  Fitzpatrick 
M.  R.  Flack 

P.  Fletcher 

E.  M.  Flint 

J.  Flynn  (JF/z) 

A.  Franck 

H.  J.  Freeman 
M.  Freeman 

A.  J.  Gabriel 
J.  Gale 

S.  W.  Gale 
P.  G.  Gann 
Dr  P.  Gasson 

B.  Gatcombe 

S.  J.  Gatley 
Dr  G.  R.  Geen 

E.  George  (EGe) 

R.  Gibbs 

A.  H.  Gibson 
R.  Giles  (RG$) 

Ms  M.  Gill 

L.  Gillard 

C.  Gladwin  (CG/z) 

T.  W.  Gladwin 
A.  P.  Goddard 
T.  Goddard 

A.  E.  Goodall 
G.  C.  Gore 
A.  Gosling 
A.  Grace  (AGe) 

C.  R.  Grafton 
A.  J.  Gray  (AJGy) 
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J.  Green  (JG/?) 

R.  J.  Green 

V.  A.  Green 

P.  A.  Greening 

A.  Greensmith  (AG//) 

Ms  E.  Greaves 

L.  Gregory  (LGy) 

C.  Griffin 

D.  Griffin 

R.  Grimmond  (R Gd) 

Barn  Hill  Conservation 

Group 

Dartford  Ringing  Group 
Hatfield  Polytechnic 
Earth  Group 
Hersham  Ringing  Group 
Runnymede  Ringing  Group 
Rye  Meads  Ringing 
Group 

Welsh  Harp  Conservation 
Group 

M.  J.  Grunwell 
M.  Gurney  (MGy) 

T.  A.  Guyatt 

G.  M.  Haig 

W.  G.  Haines 

S.  Hamilton 
D.  B.  Hamley 

R.  M.  Hand 
P.  Hannington 

I.  Hardy 

A.  Harris 

D.  G.  Harris 
M.  Harris 
D.  Harrison 
P.  Harrison  (PH/?) 

Ms  A.  M.  Hartigan 
Mrs  E.  Hasler 
R.  B.  Hastings 
Mrs  J.  M.  Hatton 

L.  Hatton 
Mrs  W.  A.  Hatton 
R.  D.  Hawkins 
G.  W.  J-.  Hay 
C.  J.  Hazell 

J.  A.  Hazell 
C..D.  R.  Heard 
C.  N.  Hedderwick 
J.  Hemming  (JHg) 

C.  Herbert 

J.  Herbert 
R.  J.  Herbert 
J.  R.  Hill 
R.  S.  Hoad 
Miss  V.  E.  Hoare 
P.  Holt  (PHr) 

J.  D.  Hook 
Ms  H.  Houghton 
J.  W.  Houghton 
J.  Howarth  (JH/?) 

Ms  A.  D.  Hughes 
I.  R.  Hunt 
C.  Hunter 


D.  J.  Hunter 

I.  D.  Hunter 
P.  K.  Huntley 
D.  F.  Hurley 

M.  Ilett 
R.  J.  Ingold 
W.  R.  Ingram 

C.  Ivey 

K.  Jacobs 
A.  T.  James 
G.  James 

G.  C.  D.  James 

T.  Jenner 

D.  Jones 
P.  Jones 

Dr  S.  A.  S.  Jones 

C.  R.  Jupp 

D.  G.  Kemp 
R.  H.  Kettle 

E.  W.  L.  Keymer 
P.  J.  Kite 

Mrs  E.  A.  Knight 

J.  Knight 

L.  Knowles 

D.  Lambert 
P.  Lambert 

C.  Lamsdell 

G.  Langan 

R.  R.  Langley 
W.  G.  Last 

M.  Lawford 

T.  J.  Lawrence 
W.  G.  D.  Legge 

R.  Leighton 
A.  J.  Leppard 

M.  Lewis-Bragg  (ML/?) 

T.  Lewis 

D.  J.  Lindo 
J.  Lindsell 
O.  Lindsell 

F.  W.  Lockwood 
Ms  V.  Logue 

Dr  A.  D.  L.  Lyszkowski 

W.  McCubbin 

A.  J.  MacFarlane  (AJMe) 

C.  J.  Mackenzie- 
Grieve  (CJM) 

I.  McLean 
I.  P.  C.  McVeigh 

B.  A.  Marsh 
Mrs  M.  E.  Mason 
Miss  O.  Maunder 

D.  J.  May  (DJMy) 

N.  A.  May 

H.  P.  Medhurst 
Mrs  D.  Melluish 

S.  Mesquita 

G.  D.  J.  Messenbird 
M.  J.  Messenger 


N.  Metcalfe 
R.  Middleton 
N.  Minns  (NMs) 

Mrs  S.  Minns  (SMs) 

B.  Mist 

D.  Mitchell 

D.  J.  Montier  (DJMr) 

Mrs  D.  M.  Montier 

A.  V.  Moon 

A.  J.  Morris 

D.  J.  Morris 

P.  A.  J.  Morris 

R.  P.  Morris 

S.  J.  Morris 

C.  J.  Mortimer  (CJM/-) 

R.  E.  Morton 

T.  Moss 

L.  Mulford 

G.  F.  A.  Munns 
Dr  D.  A.  Murdock 

S.  H.  Murray 

P.  Naylor 

T.  Neal 

M.  J.  Netherwood 
G.  Newbegging 

S.  P.  Newman 
G.  C.  Nicholls 
S.  Nixon 
M.  Norris 

D.  E.  Nye 

P.  J.  Oliver 

C.  Ogston 
A.  J.  Osborne 

K.  C.  Osborne 


A.  R.  J.  Paine 
K.  H.  Palmer 
S.  Papps 
N.  Parker 
W.  G.  Parker 

D.  A.  Parmenter 
G.  Parsons 
S.  T.  Pash 
Mrs  R.  Patterson 
K.  Patrick 
S.  Pearce  (SPc) 

M.  Peck  (MPA:) 
Mrs  S.  Pennington 

K.  Pepper  (KPr) 

S.  Pickering  (SPg) 

A.  Pitches 
C.  W.  Plant 
C.  J.  Poole 

N.  J.  N.  Pope 
M.  Potter 

S.  G.  Powell 
M.  Power  (MPr) 

B.  Preece 

L.  P.  Prendiville 
G.  J.  Price 

K.  L.  Purdey 
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J.  Quail 

G.  Ralph  (GR/i) 

A.  Rampton 

M.  Ranee 

P.  Ray-Smith  (PR) 

D.  Rear 

B.  Reed 
G.  Reed 

S.  Reeks 
Alexandra  Park 

Bird  Report 
Hampstead  Heath 
Ornithological  Report 
Sevenoaks  Nature 
Reserve  (SNR) 

G.  A.  Richards 

C.  B.  Rider 
G.  Roberts 

Mrs  W.  Roberts  (WR) 

E.  P.  Rogers 
J.  E.  Rose 

P.  Rowse  (PRe) 

D.  H.  Russell 

B.  A.  Ryan 

B.  L.  Sage 

J.  A.  Sage  (JASe) 

R.  J.  Safford 
P.  G.  W.  Salaman 
D.  Sampson 
R.  F.  Sanderson 
J.  A.  Sayers 

N.  G.  Schwefel 

A.  Scott 

A.  S.  M.  Self 
J.  Sewell 

Mrs  J.  Sewell  (JS /) 

D.  Sharp  (DS p) 

Mrs  M.  Shaw  (MSw) 

N.  Shaw 
W.  A.  Shepherd 
Mrs  J.  M.  Short 

T.  Sibley 
M.  Sims 


P.  Sims 

Ms  P.  Sims  (PSs) 

S.  Sims 
N.  Sinden 

P.  A.  Skinner 

K.  Smith 

P.  Smith 
R.  Smith 

R.  E.  Smith 

T.  Smith  (TS h) 

T.  R.  Smeeton 

C.  Smout 

Essex  Birdwatching  & 
Preservation  Soc. 
(EBPS) 

Harrow  Nat.  Hist. 

Society  (HHS) 
Ruislip  &  District 
Nat.  Hist.  Soc. 
Surbiton  &  District 
Birdwatching  Soc. 
(SDBS) 

P.  Spencer  (PSr) 

S.  J.  Spooner 

Miss  K.  E.  Springett 
Miss  E.  Stainthorpe 
P.  J.  Stead  (PJSd) 

M.  Stitchman  (MS/i) 
P.  J.  Strangeman 
R.  A.  Stroud 

B.  S.  Swan 

A.  S.  Sweetland 

B.  Taggart 
M.  G.  Telfer 
J.  H.  Terry 
R.  H.  Terry 
J.  A.  Tester 
M.  Thain 

B.  J.  Thomas 

G.  R.  G.  C.  Tickler 

A.  D.  Tomlins 
P.  Tout 

C.  Townsend 

B.  Trevis  (BTs) 


G.  Trew 
M.  Trier  (MTr) 

P.  M.  Troake 
R.  Tuck 

Mrs  J.  Turk  (JTA:) 

I.  Turner 

F.  Twilley  (FT) 

J.  Tyler  (JT) 

B.  M.  Utton 

W.  Varney 

D.  Varrier 

Dr  D.  Venters  (DVs) 
P.  J.  Vines 
Mrs  F.  Vivien 

M.  S.  Wallen 

Mrs  M.  Waller  (MWr) 

P.  D.  Walton 

B.  C.  Ward 

I.  P.  Ward 
P.  Warham 

D.  R.  Washington 
Mrs  M.  R.  Washington 
D.  Watson 
R.  J.  Watts 
M.  J.  Wells 

J.  J.  Wheatley 

G.  J.  White 
J.  T.  White 

P.  A.  Whittington 
J.  P.  P.  Wilczur 

L.  R.  Williams 

C.  Wills 

D.  L.  Wills 

A.  D.  Wilson 
D.  B.  Windett 
R.  V.  Windett 

C.  Winterman  (CW n) 
R.  Winterman 

J.  Woodley 

B.  E.  Wright 

D.  F.  Yates 

C.  E.  Young 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1987 

with  Additions  and  Corrections  for  previous  years 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 


The  classification  of  species  in  this  report  is  that  adopted  by  K.  H.  Voous  in 
his  List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species  ( reprinted  1977  from  Ibis  115:  612-38 
and  Ibis  119:  223-50,  376-406).  Sequence  and  nomenclature  follow  The 
‘ British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1984). 

For  recording  purposes  all  species  have  been  given  numbers,  with  suffix 
letters  for  subspecies,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  this  numbering  has  no 
significance  outside  the  London  Area. 

Observers’  initials  in  the  report  are  shown  against  principal  records.  A  full 
list  of  observers  appears  between  pages  16  and  18.  The  abbreviation  ‘mo’ 
used  for  long-stay  records  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

The  six  counties  within  the  London  Area  are  signified  by  initials  in  the 
report:  E  =  Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire,  M  =  Middlesex,  B  =  Buckingham¬ 
shire,  K  =  Kent  and  S  =  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  normally  under 
the  respective  counties  (Middlesex  and  Surrey),  but  abbreviated  as  ‘IL’  in 
tables.  For  direction  of  flight,  cardinal  points  are  shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE, 
etc.,  other  abbreviations  are:  Res.  =  reservoir,  G.C.  =  golf  course,  G.P.  = 
gravel  pit,  N.R.  =  nature  reserve,  S.P.  =  sand  pit,  S.F.  =  sewage  farm  or 
works,  W.C.B.  =  watercress  beds,  and  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  or  LBR  =  London 
Bird  Report. 

For  a  full  appreciation  of  many  of  the  records  in  this  report,  a  detailed  map 
of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to 
the  Society’s  books  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  Atlas 
of  Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  which  give  the  continuous 
history  of  species  from  1900.  A  complete  London  Area  Checklist  (1901-77) 
appears  in  London  Bird  Report  43  :  71-84. 

The  histograms  which  appear  in  the  systematic  list  are  composed  of 
individual  records  of  each  species  (i.e.  individual  arrivals)  and  do  not  reflect 
the  length  of  stay  of  individual  birds,  which  would  distort  the  patterns  for  the 
peak  time  of  arrival.  Sightings  of  more  than  one  bird  (where  they  are  known 
to  have  arrived  together)  are  only  included  as  one  record,  since  this  would 
also  introduce  distortions.  Each  histogram  is  based  on  seven-day  periods 
throughout  the  year,  to  eliminate  any  effects  of  weekend  observer  bias. 

All  running  totals  of  rare  or  unusual  birds  that  are  provided  in  the 
systematic  list  can  be  assumed  to  refer  only  to  the  present  century,  unless 
stated  otherwise. 

1  Red-throated  Diver 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  on  Feb.  21st  (pl).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (pf). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  flew  SE  on  Nov.  15th  (avm,  pn).  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  23rd  to  27th  (cl  et  al.). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  17th  and  18th  (ml  etal.),  also  visited  Island 
Barn  Res.  on  Jan.  18th  (rgs,  ml). 

Five  records  in  a  year  is  above  average,  but  they  represent  a  return  to 
more  normal  totals  after  the  flood  of  birds  in  1985  and  1986. 
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2  Black-throated  Diver 

E  Buckhurst  Hill,  one  at  Newbarns  Lake  from  Dec.  8th  to  12th  (sp  et 
al.),  then  moved  to  King  George  V  Res.  on  Dec.  13th,  and  to 
Nazeing  G.P.  between  Dec.  18th  and  30th  (sc  et  al.).  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  17th  and  18th  (pjv  et  al.). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  of  the  birds  present  in  Bucks,  (see  below)  was 
also  seen  here  on  Feb.  7th,  15th,  27th,  Mar.  22nd  and  May  2nd  (mo). 


B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  present  on  various  dates  between  Jan.  16th  and 
Feb.  27th,  with  many  reports  of  one  bird  (mo),  but  two  together  on 
Jan.  16th  (db/*,  cdrh,  cl),  Jan.  24th  (msw)  and  Feb.  25th  (mo). 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  what  was  clearly  one  of  the  two  Queen  Mother 
birds  was  present  intermittently  from  Feb.  21st  to  May  9th,  attaining 
full  summer  plumage  towards  the  end  pf  its  stay  (mo). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  from  Mar.  1st  to  14th  (snr,  rht). 

Cold  weather  produced  three  birds  from  mid-January.  Although 
birds  have  stayed  into  May  before,  very  few  have  been  seen  in  full 
summer  plumage  in  the  London  Area.  The  close  views  afforded  by 
the  Wraysbury  G.P.  individual,  which  moulted  into  immaculate 
breeding  dress  before  departing,  were  appreciated  by  a  great  many 
observers.  (See  photograph  opposite  p.32). 

3  Great  Northern  Diver 

E  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  20th,  Mar.  14th  and  May  2nd  to  3rd 
(ab /),  also  visited  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Mar.  9th.  (pf  et  al.)  and 
King  George  V  Res.  on  Mar.  28th  and  throughout  April  (jf). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  1st  (mo),  probably  one  of  the  birds 
from  Island  Barn  Res.  (see  below) .  Staines  Res. ,  one  from  Dec.  12th 
to  18th,  and  also  on  26th  (pn  etal.),  was  also  seen  on  King  George  VI 
Res.  on  Dec.  20th  and  from  Dec.  29th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (avm, 
pn,  bar,  rjs). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (cl)  and  Dec.  5th  (avm), 
probably  then  moved  to  Staines  Res. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.  one  present  since  Nov.  29th  1986  was  joined  by  a 
second  bird  on  Jan.  12th  (ml),  both  remaining  here  until  Jan.  26th, 
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and  one  until  Feb.  15th  (mo).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  on  four 
dates  between  Feb.  1st  and  27th  (jah,  pn  etal.),  doubtless  one  of  the 
Island  Barn  birds. 

Sightings  from  nine  reservoirs  during  the  year  probably  only  involved 
four  individuals,  if  the  movements  as  suggested  above  are  correct. 

Diver  sp. 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  which  flew  S  on  Jan.  16th,  was  either  a  Great 
Northern  or  Black-throated  Diver  (cdrh). 

This  bird  was  additional  to  the  two  Black-throated  Divers  on  Queen 
Mother  Res.  on  the  same  date. 

6  Little  Grebe 

Localities  holding  breeding  pairs  (numbers  of  pairs,  or  broods,  in 
brackets)  are  given  below,  and  also  the  largest  counts  in  each  sector. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (2).  Fairlop  G.P.  (2).  Fishers  Green  (1).  Netherhall 
G.P.  (2).  Thorndon  Park  (1).  Purfleet  Pits  (3).  West  Thurrock  (2). 
Purfleet,  25  on  Oct.  31st. 

H  Aldenham  Res.  (3).  Amwell  G.P.  (6).  Amwell  North  G.P.  (4). 
Cheshunt  G.P.  (2).  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (1).  Moor  Mill  G.P.  (1).  Rye 
Meads  S.F.  (5).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  24  on  Jan.  18th. 

M  Brent  Res.  (6)..  River  Colne,  Harefield  (1).  Heathrow  Airport  (1). 
North  Feltham  G.P.  (1).  Parkside  Res. ,  Enfield  (1).  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
(1).  Queen  Mary  G.P.  (2).  Stain  Hill  Res.  (1).  Brent  Res.,  13  on 
Sept.  27th.  Kempton  Park  Res.,  12  on  Sept.  18th.  Stain  Hill  Res.,  23 
on  Sept.  24th.  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  11  on  Oct.  18th.  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Jan.  8th  and  Feb.  3rd 
Irhk).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  6th,  Oct.  12th  and  Nov.  20th 
(trd t).  St.  James’s  Park,  present  throughout  the  year,  with  one  or 
two  on  many  dates,  and  up  to  three  between  September  and 
November;  breeding  was  not  proved  this  year  (mo). 

B  The  highest  count  was  six  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Jan.  18th. 

K  Bromley  (1).  Thamesmead  (1).  Ruxley  G.P.,  17  on  Jan.  17th. 

S  Beddington  Park  (1).  Epsom  Common  (1).  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (2). 
Lonsdale  Road  Res.  (2).  Molesey  G.P.  (2).  Waddon  Ponds  (1). 
River  Thames:  18  between  Kew  and  Isleworth  Ait  on  Jan.  17th,  16  at 
Kew  on  Jan.  22nd,  and  11  between  Teddington  Lock  and  Eel  Pie 
Island  on  Feb.  13th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Oct.  3rd 
and  Nov.  21st  (bm). 

7  Great  Crested  Grebe 

The  number  of  pairs  proved  to  have  bred  in  each  county  is  given  in 
the  following  table. 

Inner 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  London  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey  Total 

1986  37  61  80  7  18  2  14  '  219 

1987  42  62  72  9  -  6  20  216 

Although  the  overall  total  of  pairs  was  down  on  1986,  with  no  reports 
from  either  Wraysbury  G.P.  or  Shepperton  G.P. ,  which  held  24  pairs 
between  them  in  1986,  it  would  seem  that  the  true  figure  is  probably 
far  higher  than  shown. 

There  were  again  some  large  gatherings  of  birds  during  the  cold 
weather  at  the  start  of  the  year,  especially  at  the  end  of  January, 
when  very  low  overnight  temperatures  resulted  in  most  of  the  smaller 
waters  freezing  over.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  as  usual,  consistently  held 
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the  highest  numbers  of  birds.  The  largest  breeding  concentrations, 
Inner  London  breeding  records  and  the  highest  counts  elsewhere  are 
given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  11  pairs  bred.  The  highest  count  was  82  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  Sept.  4th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  26  pairs  bred. 

M  Brent  Res.,  at  least  35  pairs  bred.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  460  on  Jan. 
31st,  414  on  Feb.  1st.,  141  on  July  16th,  353  on  Aug.  31st,  344  on 
Sept.  4th,  282  on  Oct.  28th,  309  on  Nov.  15th  and  413  on  Dec.  13th. 
Wraysbury  Res. ,  188  on  Jan.  31st,  300  on  Feb.  1st,  184  on  Sept.  13th, 
and  198  on  Dec.  13th.  Inner  London:  breeding  reported  from  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (two  pairs),  Regent’s  Park  (six  pairs) 
and  St.  James’s  Park  (one  on  a  nest  on  Apr.  29th). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  c.200  on  Jan.  19th. 

8  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  Buckhurst  Hill  G.P.,  one  from  Feb.  11th  to  Mar.  4th  (ab/  et  al.). 
Netherhall  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  30th  to  Feb.  1st  (mc  et  al.).  River 
Thames  at  Rainham,  two  on  Jan.  17th,  three  on  18th,  and  one  on 
24th  (mkd,  spg).  South  Ockendon,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (dbai). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  10th  (pl),  two  on  17th  (jf),  and  one 
on  18th  (dhr).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  (jf). 

M  Kempton  Park  Lake,  one  on  Apr.  13th  (sdbs).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
one  from  Jan.  16th  to  Feb.  1st  (cl  et  al .),  with  a  second  present  on 
Jan.  18th  (djm),  and  one  on  Dec.  12th  (hrg).  Staines  Res. ,  singles  on 
Jan.  17th  (gmh,  bar etal.),  Apr.  10th  (gmh,  bar),  Apr.  24th  to  29th 
(jah,  pn  et  al.),  Oct.  16th  to  19th  (jas  et  al.),  and  two  on  Oct.  25th 
(ass).  Stoke  Newington  Res. ,  one  from  Jan.  18th  to  29th  (gcg,  dhr 
et  al.). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  singles  from  Jan.  15th  to  31st  (bar  et  al.),  Feb. 
13th  and  16th,  and  Mar.  25th  and  28th  (mo);  a  juvenile  on  Oct.  11th 
and  an  adult  from  Oct.  22nd  to  24th  (gl,  rbh).  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  one 
from  Dec.  18th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (cl  et  al.)  was  still  present 
until  at  least  March  1988. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  one  on  Jan.  16th  and  two  on  24th  (trs).  Cotton 
Farm  Lake,  Stone,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (cw n,  rw).  Sevenoaks  Reserve, 
one  on  Jan.  20th  and  two  from  Jan.  30th  to  Feb.  1st  (snr,  rht  etal.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  the  wintering  bird  was  present  here  until  Jan.  11th, 
when  the  reservoir  froze  (the  bird  moving  to  the  adjacent  River 
Thames);  two  were  on  the  reservoir  on  Jan.  24th  and  26th  (bpa), 
increasing  to  three  from  Jan.  27th  to  30th  (erb,  jppw  et  al.),  but  only 
one,  presumably  the  original  bird,  from  Jan.  31st  to  Mar.  29th:  the 
wintering  bird  returned  on  Nov.  12th,  staying  for  its  fifth  successive 
winter  (rbh  et  al.).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  from  Jan.  18th  to  Feb. 
15th  (jmh  et  al.),  and  one  from  Nov.  11th  to  Dec.  4th  (gjwh  et  al.). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  12th  to  Feb.  15th  (ml  et  al.),  and  a 
juvenile  on  Oct.  4th  (sjs).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  1st 
(jah,  pn)  and  8th  (rbh).  River  Thames,  one  by  Barn  Elms  Res.  on 
Jan.  18th  (jppw),  two  here  on  Jan.  31st  (tjl),  and  singles  at  East 
Molesey  on  Jan.  22nd  (rde),  Hammersmith  Bridge  on  Jan.  23rd 
(bm),  and  Isleworth  Ait  on  Jan.  22nd  and  23rd.  (pag,  bm). 

Another  very  good  year  for  this  species,  with  a  cold  weather  influx 
producing  about  28  birds  from  the  middle  of  January,  following 
heavy  snowfalls  and  freezing  conditions,  the  third  such  major  influx 
in  the  last  ten  years.  This  was  followed  by  about  14  birds  between 
October  and  the  end  of  the  year,  an  unusually  high  number. 
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1986  Additonal  Records 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  8th  and  11th  (cl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  1st  and  one  on  Mar.  12th  (cl). 

9  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  one  from  Dec.  1st  to  3rd  (ndb  et  al.).  King  George  V 
Res.,  one  on  Apr.  11th  (pjv  et  al.),  one  from  Oct.  3rd  to  24th  (gjw  et 
al.)  but  two  on  Oct.  23rd  (ab /).  River  Thames,  one  at  Barking  on 
Jan.  18th  (kb)  and  one  at  Rainham  on  Jan.  18th  to  19th  (mkd). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  20th  to  Feb.  1st  (lg  et  al.),  and 
one  from  Nov.  12th  to  20th  (pf  et  al.).  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  one  on  Oct. 
24th  (ab/). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res. ,  one  from  Apr.  9th  to  24th  (shm,  paw).  Stanstead 
Abbotts  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  26th  to  29th  (cc,  ah,  gjw). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  from  Apr.  11th  to  17th  (pn).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  singles  on  Feb.  1st  (jah,  pn)  and  Oct.  16th  (msw).  Savehay 
G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  6th  (dr).  Wraysbury  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  17th 
(mo),  Feb.  1st  (bar)  and  from  Oct.  16th  to  24th  (cl  et  al.). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  one  between  Jan.  24th  and  Feb.  1st  (roc,  rbh, 
cl)  was  also  present  on  the  nearby  Datchet  Pumping  Station  pit  on 
many  dates  from  Jan.  19th  to  Feb.  15th;  four  on  Oct.  19th  (jah,  avm, 
pn),  and  one  on  Nov.  19th  (cl).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  21st 
(jsa,  roc,  cl). 

K  Stone,  one  on  Jan.  15th  (bew). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on  Jan.  18th  and  25th  (rpb).  Island  Barn 
Res. ,  one  on  Oct.  3rd  (sjs).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. ,  one  on  six  dates 
between  Jan.  17th  and  Feb.  7th  (mo). 

A  small  cold  weather  movement,  with  about  11  birds  between 
mid-January  and  mid-February,  coincided  with  a  larger  arrival  of 
Red-necked  Grebes.  Seven  birds  between  Oct.  16th  and  24th 
(including  the  unusual  sight  in  London  of  four  together)  is  perhaps 
not  unconnected  with  the  ferocious  gale  on  the  night  of  Oct. 
15th/16th. 

1986  Correction 

M  Wraysbury  Res. ,  the  record  of  one  on  Mar.  8th  and  11th  in  fact  refers 
to  Red-necked  Grebe  (see  above),  and  should  therefore  be  deleted. 

10  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  9th  to  25th  (ab /  et  al.). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  20th  to  Dec.  6th  (dl,  pl  et  al.). 
Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  four  wintering  birds  remained  until  Apr.  5th,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  two  arrived  on  Sept.  20th,  up  to  three  were 
present  in  October,  and  four  in  November  and  December  (jf,  pjv  et 
al.);  one  was  found  dead  on  Nov.  2nd  (ac). 

H  Bury  Lake,  one  on  Apr.  4th  (mo).  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  one  on  Aug.  28th 
(adw). 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (rdnhs).  Hampton  Filter  Beds, 
one  on  Nov.  28th  (sjs).  Kempton  Park  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  10th 
(rbh,  rjh,  pn)  and  Oct.  4th  (rbh,  mjw).  King  George  VI  Res.,  two 
from  Mar.  15th  to  Apr.  5th  (cl etal.),  singles  on  Apr.  17th  (pn),  Aug. 
5th  (avm),  Sept.  19th  (pn),  and  Oct.  17th  (irh,  pmt).  Staines  Res.,  in 
spring  noted  between  Mar.  21st  and  Apr.  25th  (mo),  the  highest 
count  being  seven  on  Apr.  4th  and  5th  (jrh,  idh  etal.);  one  on  June 
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21st  (avm);  autumn  passage  extended  from  July  7th  to  Nov.  13th, 
with  peak  monthly  counts  of  seven  on  July  31st  (cl),  11  on  Aug.  31st 
(avm),  13  on  Sept.  4th  (cl),  eight  on  Oct.  4th,  31st  and  Nov.  5th 
(rbh,  res). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  14th  (msw). 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (rd). 

S  Island  Barn  Res. ,  singles  on  Apr.  18th,  Nov.  27th  and  Dec.  13th  (ml, 
sjs). 

There  was  a  slight  improvement  in  the  peak  autumn  counts  at  Staines 
Res.,  and  the  passage  here  lasted  well  into  November  this  year; 
regular  wintering,  however,  is  confined  to  Wm.  Girling  Res.  in  the 
Lea  Valley. 

12  Fulmar 

M  Ashford  Cemetery,  one  flew  W  on  Dec.  16th  (mjw).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  on  Dec.  17th  (cl). 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  County  Hall,  one  sitting  on  the  steps 
leading  to  the  foreshore  on  Feb.  3rd  (djh),  and  an  adult  found  dead 
on  the  foreshore  at  Battersea  on  Mar.  10th  (bm). 

Prior  to  the  1980s,  there  had  been  only  eight  records  in  the  London 
Area,  but  with  an  additional  14  records  so  far  in  this  current  decade, 
there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  occurrences  of  this 
seabird.  The  December  record  (the  two  sightings  presumably 
relating  to  the  same  individual)  is  the  first  in  that  month,  and  the  two 
birds  on  the  River  Thames  are  the  first  for  the  Inner  London 
recording  area. 

18  Manx  Shearwater 

v 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (id  et  ai).  River  Thames  at 
Rainham,  one  on  May  29th  (mkd)  and  at  West  Thurrock,  one  on 
Sept.  7th  (ab /). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  flew  SSE  at  18.00  hrs.  on  June  23rd  (dbu). 

Although  not  recorded  in  1986,  this  species  has  become  almost 
annual  in  recent  years  in  the  London  Area,  mostly  in  September.  The 
May  record  is  the  first  for  that  month,  and  surprisingly  only  the 
second  on  the  Lower  Thames.  There  has  only  been  one  previous 
June  record.  London  Area  records  now  total  32. 

23  Leach’s  Petrel 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham.  one  on  Oct.  17th  (mkd). 

M  Heathrow  Airport,  one  flew  W  down  the  runway,  being  mobbed  by 
Black-headed  Gulls,  on  Nov.  1st  (jas).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an 
unidentified  petrel  at  dusk  on  Oct.  16th  (djm),  presumably  the  same 
as  a  definite  Leach's  on  Oct.  17th  (pgws  et  al.).  Staines  Res.,  one 
present  the  whole  day  on  Oct.  17th  (mo),  was  joined  by  a  second  bird 
for  about  an  hour  in  the  early  afternoon  (irh,  gjp,  pmt). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Oct.  16th  (snr). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  11th  (ml). 

Seven  birds  in  a  year  is  on  a  par  with  the  ‘wreck'  of  1952,  but  does  not 
match  the  12  that  occurred  in  1983,  the  two  previous  best  years  in  the 
Area.  The  unprecedented  gale  of  the  night  of  Oct.  15th/16th 
produced  five  birds  in  the  following  two  days,  but  perhaps  more 
would  have  occurred  if  the  storm  track  had  been  more  from  the  west. 
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26  Cormorant 

A  new  species  was  added  to  the  list  of  London’s  breeding  birds  when 
a  Cormorant’s  nest  was  discovered  in  May  1987  at  Broadwater  G.P. 
in  the  Colne  Valley.  Breeding  was  successful,  the  pair  fledging  two 
young,  which  were  present  at  the  nest  site  until  mid-June  (je,  avm, 
pn).  The  nest  was  located  on  an  island,  on  the  ground  amongst  a  mass 
of  exposed  tree  roots.  The  island  is  the  site  of  a  large  roost  in  the 
winter  months.  This  highly  significant  record  follows  several  decades 
in  which  the  Cormorant  has  increased  enormously  as  a  winter  visitor 
to  the  London  Area,  and  summer  records  are  now  also  common¬ 
place.  In  both  1984  and  1985  birds  were  seen  collecting  nest  material, 
and  in  one  case  actually  building  a  nest,  so  this  year’s  breeding  record 
is  not  totally  unexpected.  Inland  nesting  is  quite  frequent  on  the 
Continent,  but  is  still  uncommon  in  Britain  although  the  tree-nesting 
colony  at  Abberton  Res.,  Essex,  had  reached  151  nests  by  1986.  At 
the  five  overnight  roosts,  peak  monthly  counts  are  shown  in  the 
following  table.  As  usual,  not  all  counts  were  made  at  dawn  or  dusk, 
and  probably  therefore  do  not  represent  the  true  number  roosting. 
Counts  were  also  missing  for  some  months,  especially  so  at  Fishers 
Green. 


E 

Fishers  Green 

Jan 

97 

Feb 

Mar 

107 

Apr 

86 

Mav 

44 

Jan 

Jnl 

Aug 

Sep 

17 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

65 

Walthamstow  Res. 

129 

120 

160 

40 

30 

5 

17 

— 

100 

92 

77 

160 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

130 

103 

— 

— 

16 

4 

1 

10 

— 

— 

157 

156 

Wraysbury  Res. 

96 

96 

72 

31 

16 

16 

— 

79 

129 

131 

132 

— 

S 

Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Res. 

350 

82 

107 

30 

85 

49 

32 

22 

62 

Large  gatherings  at  other  waters,  movements  and  a  summary  of 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below.  Birds  were  seen  right  across 
the  Area  in  all  months  of  the  year. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  157  flying  N  on  Mar.  30th.  Wm.  Girling  Res., 
154  on  Sept.  27th. 

Cheshunt  G.P.,  90  flew  over  to  roost  at  Fishers  Green  on  Apr.  9th. 
King  George  VI  Res. ,  130  on  Nov.  7th.  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  425  in  one 
flock  on  Jan.  31st  is  a  record  count  for  the  London  Area;  210  on  Feb. 
11th  and  165  on  Dec.  24th.  In  connection  with  these  counts,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  a  regular  movement  was  noted  of  up  to  200 
birds  seen  leaving  the  roost  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  at  first  light, 
and  then  returning  in  the  opposite  direction  at  around  11.30  hrs.,  in 
the  early  months  of  the  year.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Nov.  28th,  one  on  Nov.  29th  and  eight 
on  Dec.  27th.  Limehouse  Basin,  four  sitting  on  cranes  on  Sept.  25th. 
Regent’s  Park,  small  numbers  seen  throughout  the  year,  mostly 
flying  over. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  95  on  Oct.  19th. 

K  River  Thames  at  Woolwich,  c.80  on  Nov.  25th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve, 
33  on  Nov.  22nd. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  101  on  Nov.  28th  and  167  on  Dec.  6th.  Ham  Lands, 
108  flew  W  in  one  hour  on  Dec.  8th.  Inner  London:  widely  reported 
on  the  River  Thames,  with  a  maximum  of  24  at  Battersea  on  Jan. 
18th. 

27  Shag 

E  King  George  V  and  Wm.  Girling  Reservoirs,  one  flew  over  on  Jan. 
18th  (hpm).  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  or  two  on  many  dates  in 
January,  with  one  remaining  until  Feb.  14th  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  an  adult  from  Oct.  20th  to  23rd  (br,  gjw). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  from  Nov.  28th  to  Dec.  6th  (cl,  avm). 
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Osterley  Park,  an  immature  on  Mar.  18th  (dgh).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
one  on  Dec.  2nd  (cl).  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (cl). 
Staines  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (trd). 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames,  an  adult  at  Battersea  on  Nov.  17th 
(bm)  and  an  immature  at  Westminster  on  Dec.  3rd  (pjs). 

A  scattering  of  mostly  winter  records,  with  about  1 1  birds  being  seen . 
but  no  marked  influxes  this  year. 

30  Bittern 

E/H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  16th  to  Feb.  15th  (tg,  mi,  ts/i),  was 
also  seen  at  Fishers  Green  on  Jan.  17th  (mi)  and  Feb.  1st  (ts h  et  al.). 
H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  from  Jan.  30th  to  Mar.  14th  (per  trd).  Rye 
Meads  S.F.  and  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  present  from  Jan.  8th  to 
Mar.  8th  (mo),  with  two  seen  on  Jan.  8th  (gjw)  and  Jan.  11th 
(rmrg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Jan.  16th  and  21st  (trd,  rrd),  and 
also  from  Feb.  23rd  to  25th  (rrd,  mgt),  probably  the  same  bird  as  at 
Maple  Cross. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  7th  (rb,  dw).  Yiewsley  G.P., 
one  on  Jan.  24th  (cl). 

K  Darenth  Lakes,  one  on  Jan.  25th  was  found  dead  (gcn),  and  another 
on  Feb.  2nd  (bew).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Jan.  20th.  and  one  on 
May  5th  and  7th  (snr). 

As  usual .  many  of  the  records  coincided  with  the  cold  spell  in  January 
and  early  February.  The  May  record  at  Sevenoaks  is  highly  unusual. 

33  Night  Heron 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  an  adult  from  May  1st  to  4th  (rht  et  al.). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  and  the  sixth 
record  for  London.  In  what  was  the  best  ever  spring  for  overshooting 
Night  Herons,  it  would  have  been  surprising  if  one  had  not  found  its 
way  into  the  London  Area,  although  in  this  case,  only  just.  The  last 
record  in  London,  in  1983,  was  on  very  similar  dates. 

39  Grey  Heron 

All  breeding  records  and  the  largest  counts  away  from  breeding  sites 
are  given. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  24  occupied  nests.  Walthamstow  Res. ,  87  occupied 
nests.  West  Thurrock,  highest  counts  at  the  roost  were  80  on  Aug. 
8th,  and  83  on  Dec.  19th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  15  pairs  bred. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  23  pairs  bred.  Kempton  Park,  37  nests  occupied 
on  Apr.  13th.  Brent  Res.,  24  on  Aug.  30th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  very 
high  count  of  75  on  July  10th.  Syon  Park.  23  on  Jan.  29th.  Inner 
London:  11  pairs  bred  at  Regent's  Park. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  20  on  Jan.  12th. 

K  Erith  Marshes/Thamesmead,  up  to  14  in  June.  Sevenoaks  Reserve. 
16  on  Jan.  16th. 

S  Gatton  Park,  13  occupied  nests  on  Apr.  26th.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  23  on  Nov.  12th  was  the  highest  count. 
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Fifty  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA.  1937 


Common  Heron 

E  Fifty  one  nests  were  occupied  at  Walthamstow  Res.  and  17  at  Wanstead  Park,  as 
compared  with  55  and  11  respectively  in  1936. 

S  Hersham,  eight  nests  occupied,  a  decrease  of  six  from  1936.  Richmond  Park,  49  nests 
occupied,  all  in  Spanish  chestnuts,  this  is  an  increase  of  five  over  1936. 

(A  total  of  125  nests  at  four  colonies) 


Twenty-five  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA.  1962 


Heron 

E  Little  Parndon,  four  nests.  Walthamstow  Res. ,  48  occupied  nests,  a  drop  of  seven  on  last 
year. 

M  Kempton  Park,  83  nests. 

S  Gatton  Park,  18  occupied  nests.  Richmond  Park,  none  breeding.  Inner  London:  up  to 
four  regularly  in  Regent’s  Park. 

(A  total  of  153  nests  at  four  colonies) 


40  Purple  Heron 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  May  2nd  (mkd). 

The  sixteenth  record  in  the  London  Area  of  this  annual  visitor  to 
Britain.  This  bird  occurred  on  the  day  after  the  Night  Heron  at 
Sevenoaks,  and  is  another  typical  example  of  spring  overshooting. 
Since  the  first  record  in  London  in  1956,  records  have  all  been  dated 
between  Apr.  11th  and  Oct.  16th.  May  and  September  are  the  best 
two  months,  with  seven  and  four  records  respectively. 

.  46  Mute  Swan 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  is  given  for  each  county  in  the 
following  table.  Not  all,  by  any  means,  were  successful  in  rearing 
young. 


Essex 

Herts. 

Middx. 

Inner 

London 

Bucks. 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1986 

5 

18 

15 

1 

5 

5 

15  ' 

64 

1987 

9 

20 

12 

2 

1 

7 

9 

60 

The  large  increase  in  breeding  pairs  reported  in  1986  appears  to  have 
been  almost  maintained,  although  observer  coverage  must  vary 
greatly  from  year  to  year.  It  is  too  early  to  say  whether  the  ban  on 
anglers’  lead  weights  is  having  any  effect,  but  monitoring  of  the 
Thames  Valley  population  is  continuing.  The  largest  flocks  reported 
are  given  as  follows: 

E  River  Thames  at  Barking,  74  on  Aug.  16th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  31 
on  Aug.  1st. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  29  in  November.  Batchworth  Lake,  29  on  Feb.  22nd. 
Bury  Lake,  33  on  Sept.  16th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  44  on  Dec.  13th. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  21  on  Jan.  18th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  21  on  Feb.  28th. 
M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  24  on  Oct.  19th.  Staines  Res.,  29  on  Jan.  18th. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  19  on  July  30th. 
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B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  21  on  Oct.  18th. 

K  River  Thames  at  Woolwich,  14  on  Jan.  13th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  23  on  Nov.  8th. 

47  Bewick’s  Swan 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  eight  on  Jan.  16th  (pf  et  al.). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  13  flew  N  on  Jan.  16th  (gar).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
one  flew  S  on  Jan.  25th  (rem).  Staines  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  2nd  (hjf) 
and  3rd  (ajl).  Uxbridge,  four  flew  over  on  Mar.  21st  (dpb). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  four  intermittently  between  Jan.  16th  and  24th. 
spent  much  of  their  time  just  outside  the  Area  boundary  (cdrh  et 
al.).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  seven  on  Jan.  12th  (cdrh,  jas,  jppw),  and  the 
four  from  Queen  Mother  Res.  were  seen  here  flying  W  on  Jan.  16th 
(cdrh). 


K  Stone,  one  flying  over  on  Jan.  15th  (bew). 
S  Beddington  S.F.,  four  on  Dec.  6th  (gdjm). 


Heavy  snow  in  the  week  commencing  Jan.  12th  produced  a  typical 
cold  weather  movement  involving  about  38  birds.  25  of  which 
appeared  on  Jan.  16th. 

48  Whooper  Swan 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Jan.  17th  (sc)  and  22nd  (adw).  Waltham 
Abbey,  one  on  Jan  24th  (ac).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  16th 

(pf,  LG,  LGy). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  six  on  Jan.  16th.  and  one  from  Jan.  18th  to  Feb.  2nd 
(gjw  etal.).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  flew  S  on  Jan.  22nd  (gjw).  Almost 
certainly  only  one  bird  was  involved  in  all  the  Essex  and  Herts, 
records  between  Jan.  17th  and  Feb.  2nd. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  from  Jan.  22nd  to  Feb.  1st  (bew  etal.),  with  a 
fourth  bird  seen  on  Jan.  28th  (khp). 

Only  in  three  other  years  has  this  series  of  records  been  bettered  in 
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the  London  Area,  since  the  infamous  winter  of  1963.  Records  have 
tended  to  come  from  the  east  side  of  London,  and  it  remains  a  rarity 
on  the  western  reservoirs. 

'48  Bewick ’s/Whooper  Swan 

M  Wood  Green  Res.,  three  flew  N  on  Jan.  20th  (apbr). 

51  White-fronted  Goose 

See  also  Appendix  I. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  65  on  Jan.  1st  (mkd),  and  12  on  Jan.  18th  (ajg), 
both  flocks  flying  W,  and  eight  flying  E  on  Dec.  6th  (mkd). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  nine  on  Dec.  19th  (je)  and  20th  (cl),  which  on 
both  dates  flew  off  W  into  Bucks.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  on 
Jan.  12th  c.700  flew  SW  at  14.25  hrs.  followed  by  a  single  bird  circling 
at  15.45  hrs.;  12  flew  SW  on  Oct.  23rd  (trd?). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  75  flew  E  on  Dec.  8th  (cdrh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Dec.  20th  (adc). 

S  Ham  Lands,  c.30  flew  N  in  a  snow  blizzard  on  Jan.  13th  (rjh). 

Several  sightings  during  the  cold  weather  in  January  (including  an 
exceptionally  large  flock  in  Inner  London),  together  with  a  number 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  is  an  improvement  on  the  sole  record  in  1986. 

53  Greylag  Goose 

Widely  reported  on  lakes  and  gravel  pits  in  small  numbers.  All 
breeding  records  together  with  some  of  the  highest  counts,  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  five  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  five  on  Mar.  31st.  Mill  End,  30  on  Aug.  8th.  Stocker’s 
Lake,  40  on  Sept.  26th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  pair  bred;  78  on  July  17th.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred;  44  on  Oct.  22nd.  St.  James’s  Park, 
18  juveniles  in  July,  and  96  on  Sept.  17th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  ten  flew  S  on  Nov.  8th.  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  16  on 
Jan.  12th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  at  least  four  pairs  bred;  the  highest  count  here 
was  840  on  Sept.  26th.  Stone  Lake,  one  pair  bred. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  two  pairs  bred.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  46  on  Aug.  27th. 

55  Canada  Goose 

See  also  Appendices  I  and  II. 

Probably  still  increasing,  although  this  species  must  have  reached 
saturation  level  at  certain  favoured  sites.  Localities  with  five  or  more 
breeding  pairs  (numbers  of  nests  or  broods  in  brackets,  or  counts  of 
young),  together  with  the  highest  counts  at  sites  holding  more  than 
300  at  any  time  during  the  year,  are  given  below. 

E  Fairlop,  500  on  Sept.  5th.  Fishers  Green  (22),  730  on  Jan.  18th. 

Walthamstow  Res.  (43),  760  on  June  13th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (11),  390  in  November.  Cheshunt  G.P.  (12).  Stanstead 
Abbotts  G.P.  (19).  Stocker’s  Lake  (18+),  419  on  Aug.  11th. 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  315  on  Sept.  19th. 

M  Alexandra  Park  (5).  Broadwater  G.P.  (40  young),  300  on  Jan.  17th. 
Brent  Res.  (6-8).  King  George  VI  Res.,  569  on  Sept.  16th.  Osterley 
Park  (6),  695  on  Sept.  12th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  553  on  Jan. 
31st.  St.  James’s  Park  (6). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  600+  on  Jan.  11th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (24  young),  850  on  Oct.  2nd. 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.  (5).  Buckland  S.P.  (5).  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (8). 
Reigate  Priory  (8).  Teddington  Lock  (28  young).  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park  (60  young). 

57  Brent  Goose 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  eight  on  Jan.  17th,  four  on  Jan.  18th  (mkd)  and  two 
on  Dec.  7th  (kb).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  15th  (psaa)  and 
Dec.  22nd  (dm). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  2nd  (cl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  singles  on  Jan.  17th  (cdrh,  dhr),  and  Dec.  3rd 
(cl). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  22nd  (bew)  and  two  on  Jan.  23rd  (dd). 
Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  17th  and  23rd  (dd,  sn).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  singles  on  Jan.  30th,  Mar.  8th  and  12th.  and  two  on  Apr. 
18th  (snr). 

S  Ashtead,  28  flew  NW  on  Nov.  4th  (grg).  Barn  Elms  Res.  and  Park, 
one  from  Jan.  27th  to  Feb.  5th  (bpa,  rbh,  jppw).  Beddington  S.F. ,  36 
flew  SW  on  Jan.  12th  (gdjm). 

About  50  birds  appeared  in  January  during  the  spell  of  severe  winter 
weather,  but  there  was  only  one  example  of  the  late  autumn 
movements  that  have  been  a  feature  of  recent  years. 

Wild  Goose  sp. 

Fishers  Green,  c.50  flew  NW  on  Jan.  20th  (adw). 

North  Finchley,  c.  1,000  flew  NE  at  10.00  hrs.  on  Mar.  15th  (jc). 
Dartford  Marsh,  120  grey  geese  flew  over  high  on  Jan.  13th  (bew). 

All  these  records  almost  certainly  relate  to  White-fronts,  and  in 
connection  with  the  very  large  flock  flying  over  North  Finchley,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  main  departure  of  the  wintering  flock  at 
Slimbridge,  Glos.,  was  late  this  year  with  most  leaving  overnight  on 
Mar.  14th/15th  {per  The  Wildfowl  Trust).  This  record  is  consistent 
with  birds  having  left  Slimbridge  at  dawn  on  Mar.  15th,  en  route  to 
the  Continent. 

61  Shelduck 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  is  given  in  brackets  for  each  locality, 
and  also  the  highest  counts  in  each  sector,  shown  in  tabular  form  on  a 
monthly  basis  for  the  more  regular  sites.  At  least  20  pairs  bred, 
including  a  very  good  total  of  eight  pairs  away  from  the  Lower 
Thames.  The  tendency  remains  for  counts  to  be  highest  in  the  winter 
months  on  the  Thames,  and  in  spring  and  summer  at  inland  sites, 
although  there  was  some  concentration  of  birds  on  unfrozen  waters 
inland  in  January.  The  usual  moult  migration  leaves  very  few  in  the 
Area  between  mid-July  and  September,  although  the  odd  returning 
flock  of  migrants  has  been  noted  in  the  past.  The  count  at  Wraysburv 
Res.  in  September,  however,  is  for  the  time  and  place  unpre¬ 
cedented. 

E  Fairlop  G.P.  (1).  Fishers  Green  (1).  Purfleet  Chalk  Pit  (2).  Rainham 
G.P.  (2-4  pairs  summered).  Rainham  Marsh  (7).  Highest  counts  at 
three  sites  along  the  Lower  Thames  were  as  follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Mav  Jun 

Jul  Au% 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barking 

116 

157 

— 

— 

-  - 

—  5 

— 

188 

251 

261 

Rainham 

112 

160 

110 

50 

50  — 

-  - 

47 

— 

40 

70 

Thurrock 

58 

85 

110 

38 

66 

At  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  there  were  up  to  14  in  June. 
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H  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (1).  Amwell  G.P.,  11  juveniles  on  Aug.  15th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.  (2).  Wraysbury  Res.  (1).  Highest  counts  were 
recorded  from  three  reservoirs,  all  with  very  low  water  levels  at  some 
time  during  the  year.  The  counts  for  the  adjacent  King  George  VI 
and  Staines  Reservoirs  are  combined. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Kempton  Park  Res.  —  19  21  20  9  5  4  1  —  —  3  — 

King  George  VI  Res./  8  6  5  12  12  12  1  2  1  —  2  7 

Staines  Res. 

Elsewhere,  there  were  14  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Jan.  18th,  and  a 
compact  flock  of  52  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  Sept.  14th. 

B  Recorded  only  between  January  and  May,  with  a  maximum  of  six  at 
Wraysbury  G.P.  (Apr.  19th)  and  Horton  G.P.  (May  8th). 

K  Crossness  (1).  Dartford  Marsh  (2),  where  monthly  counts  were  as 
follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Dartford  Marsh  95  10  110  27  4  40  11  —  40  —  —  40 

Other  counts  from  sites  along  the  Thames  included  Silvertown  (17  on 
Jan.  13th),  Stone  Marsh  (25  on  Feb.  13th),  Thamesmead  (30  on  June 
11th),  and  Woolwich  Ferry  (52  on  Jan.  14th).  Very  scarce  away  from 
the  Thames,  except  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  where  the  highest  count 
was  17  on  Mar.  17th. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (1).  Widely  reported  with  up  to  six  at  many 
localities,  but  records  from  Barn  Elms  Res.  included  20  on  Jan.  16th 
and  11  on  Sept.  16th. 

63  Mandarin 

All  breeding  records,  together  with  a  summary  of  other  records,  are 
given.  As  in  1986  widely  reported  from  northeast  London,  mostly 
favouring  small  parks  and  lakes,  but  again  moving  on  to  the  Lea 
Valley  reservoirs  during  cold  weather.  On  the  other  side  of  London, 
the  Surrey  population  seems  relatively  stable. 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  up  to  eight  between  Feb.  1st  and 
Mar.  21st,  five  on  June  7th,  and  five  on  Dec.  26th.  King  George  V 
and  Wm.  Girling  Reservoirs,  present  between  Jan.  13th  and  Feb. 
25th,  with  a  peak  count  of  20  on  Feb.  1st;  also  one  on  King  George  V 
Res.  on  Aug.  13th.  Single  records  from  Nazeing  G.P.  (Jan.  30th), 
River  Stort  (Apr.  15th)  and  Weald  Park  (Nov.  15th  and  22nd). 

H  Panshanger,  a  pair  with  eight  young  on  June  18th.  Cheshunt  G.P., 
three  on  Nov.  14th.  Coopers  Green,  one  on  July  27th.  Hadley 
Green,  four  on  Jan.  11th,  three  on  Apr.  13th  and  two  on  Dec.  19th. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  singles  on  Nov.  15th  and  Dec.  5th. 

M  Pairs  bred  at  Forty  Hall,  Enfield  (two  broods)  and  Trent  Park  (one 
brood).  Highest  monthly  counts  of  adults  at  four  localities  are  shown 
below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun 
Broomfield  Park  2  6  4  —  3  — 

Forty  Hall  8  8  6  3  9  9 

Grovelands  Park  24  21  11  —  5  11 

Whitewebbs  Wood  4  2  6  —  4  1 

Also  reported  in  the  Enfield  area  at  Boxer’s  Lake  (two  in  March  and 
May),  Lakeside  (two  in  March  and  four  in  April),  and  Wildwoods 
Lake  (four  in  July).  At  Trent  Park,  up  to  three  adults  were  present 
between  April  and  July.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on 
Jan.  31st  (dhr)  and  one  present  all  year  in  Regent’s  Park  (trd/). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  reported  in  all  months  except  May  and  between 
October  and  December.  Peak  count  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
nine  on  Feb.  12th,  and  on  July  27th  a  female  possibly  with  young  was 
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seen.  Thereafter,  the  highest  count  was  three  on  Aug.  15th,  and  none 
was  reported  after  Sept.  25th. 

S  Single  pairs  with  young  were  reported  from  Epsom  Common, 
Richmond  Park  and  Wimbledon  Common.  These  first  two  localities 
also  provided  the  highest  counts,  with  20+  at  Epsom  Common  on 
Oct.  12th  and  at  Richmond  Park  up  to  ten  in  November  and  13  in 
December.  Elsewhere,  seen  at  Burwood  Park  (six  on  May  14th  and 
five  on  June  16th),  Gatton  Lake  (a  pair  on  Jan.  18th),  Hersham  G.P. 
(one  on  Aug.  15th),  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (one  on  Sept.  14th),  Kew 
Gardens  (two  on  Nov.  17th),  and  the  River  Thames  near  Sunbury 
Lock  (one  on  Jan.  26th). 

1986  Additional  Records 

E  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  six  on  Feb.  26th. 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  5th. 

WILDFOWL 

The  indices  of  the  monthly  winter  wildfowl  counts  for  the  five  latest 
seasons,  together  with  the  highest  monthly  count  for  each  species 
made  in  1987/88,  are  given  in  Table  1.  The  index  of  Ruddy  Duck  for 
the  previous  three  seasons  and  Smew  for  the  previous  two  seasons 
are  also  included. 

Table  1.  Index  of  mean  winter  wildfowl  counts  from  1983/84  to 
1987/88  and  peak  counts  for  1987/88  (excluding  Lower  Thames). 

Indices  Peak  Count 


1983/84 

1984/85 

1985/86 

1986/87 

1987/88 

1987/88 

Month 

Wigeon 

185 

510 

566 

680 

255 

414 

Dec 

Gadwall 

183 

190 

268 

307 

178 

370 

Jan 

Teal 

145 

131 

220 

160 

101 

1.007 

Dec 

Mallard 

98 

109 

110 

89 

76 

2,292 

Dec 

Shoveler 

130 

107 

147 

144 

97 

619 

Feb 

Pochard 

70 

93 

91 

166 

54 

949 

Feb 

Tufted  Duck 

46 

50 

52 

76 

57 

4,033 

Dec 

Goldeneye 

98 

88 

102 

120 

120 

217 

Feb 

Smew 

47 

103 

* 

Goosander 

263 

397 

295 

529 

272 

130 

Dec 

Ruddy  Duck 

62 

133 

245 

177 

61 

Dec 

All  species,  with  the  exception  of  Goldeneye,  showed  a  decline, 
largely  due  to  the  mildness  of  the  winter;  consequently  there  were  no 
hard  weather  influxes  or  movements  of  wildfowl  into  the  London 
Area.  The  most  noticeable  decrease  was  that  of  Pochard,  very  few 
sites  recording  three  figure  flocks  and  there  was  no  large  concentra¬ 
tion  at  Staines  Res.,  as  there  had  been  the  previous  winter.  Not 
included  in  the  counts,  but  of  interest,  was  a  similar  fall  in  numbers 
along  the  Lower  Thames.  The  aggregate  count  plunged  from  the 
impressive  18,080  last  season  to  a  lowly  10,092,  the  lowest  this  decade 
and  for  several  seasons  before  that.  Comments  on  individual  species 
are  given,  in  bold  type,  in  the  systematic  list. 

*  Smew  numbers  reverted  to  the  very  low  levels  of  the  early  1980s.  so  as  to  make  the 
calculation  of  a  meaningful  index  rather  difficult. 


64  Wigeon 

1987/88.  See  Table  1.  Following  four  successive  increases,  numbers 
fell,  mainly  as  a  result  of  the  mild  weather.  Although  there  was  no 
influx,  the  index  still  remains  higher  than  in  the  early  1980s. 


ABOVE;  Black-throated  Diver  in  full  summer  plumage  at  Wraysbury  G.P., 
May  1987. 

(Photo:  A.  V.  Moon). 

BELOW:  Grey  Phalarope,  an  adult  in  winter  plumage  at  Beddington  S.F., 
October  1987. 

(Photo:  G.  D.  J.  Messenbird). 
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1987.  For  the  third  successive  year,  a  very  large  influx  occurred 
during  cold  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Heavy  snowfalls 
from  Jan.  12th  produced  huge  numbers  of  birds  in  the  London  Area 
until  about  Jan.  25th,  when  numbers  decreased  considerably.  On  the 
weekend  of  Jan.  17th/18th,  the  total  counted  was  in  the  region  of 
3,500  birds  at  17  sites  and,  allowing  for  waters  missed  on  these  dates, 
the  true  number  was  probably  even  higher.  The  highest  counts  are 
given  (with  the  January  influx  in  detail),  together  with  Inner  London 
records.  There  were  no  records  after  May  1st  or  before  Aug.  19th. 

E  Aveley/Rainham,  184  on  Jan.  19th.  Fairlop  G.P.,  570  on  Jan.  17th. 
Fishers  Green,  105  on  Jan.  18th.  King  George  V  Res.,  205  on  Jan. 
16th,  and  72  on  Sept.  30th.  NazeingG.P.,  54  on  Jan.  14th.  Netherhall 
G.P.,  271  on  Jan.  17th.  Rainham  Marsh,  500  on  Jan.  17th,  62  on  Feb. 
7th,  and  35  on  Dec.  19th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  36  on  Jan.  16th.  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  180  on  Jan.  18th. 

H  AmwellG.P.,29on  Jan.  17th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  90  on  Jan.  20th  and  30 
on  Nov.  15th.  Hilfield  Park  Res. ,  97  on  Jan.  22nd.  Kingsmead,  30  on 
Jan.  25th  and  35  on  Feb.  6th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  88  on  Jan.  15th. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  65  on  Jan.  21st,  34  on  Feb.  7th  and  18  on  Dec.  20th. 
M  Broadwater  G.P.,  220  on  Jan.  24th  and  223  on  Feb.  7th.  Highway 
Farm,  Harefield,  52  on  Jan.  10th.  Kempton  Park  Res.,  130  on  Mar. 
21st.  Kempton  Park  Racecourse,  c.280  on  Feb.  17th,  c.300  on  Mar. 
9th  and  40  on  Oct.  30th.  King  George  VI  Res. ,  78  on  Mar.  15th,  70  on 
Apr.  5th,  42  on  Sept.  26th,  82  on  Oct.  23rd  and  105  on  Dec.  13th. 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  280  on  Jan.  20th.  Staines  Res.,  759  on  Jan.  18th, 
650  on  Jan.  19th  and  24th,  108  on  Nov.  22nd  and  224  on  Dec.  13th. 
Stain  Hill  Res.,  38  on  Sept.  24th.  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  48  on  Jan. 
31st.  Wraysbury  Res.,  120  on  Jan.  22nd.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  from  Jan.  11th  to  13th  and  two  from  Jan.  14th  until  22nd 

(TRDf). 

B  Old  Slade,  31  on  Jan.  25th.  Queen  Mother  Res.,  c.200  on  Jan.  16th. 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  c.900  on  Jan.  18th,  120  on  Oct.  18th,  225  on  Nov. 
15th  and  175+  on  Dec.  5th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  500+  on  Jan.  17th  and  40  on  Dec.  12th.  Littlebrook 
G.P.,  150  on  Jan.  25th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  24  on  Nov.  20th. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  47  on  Mar.  15th.  Walton  Res.,  c.650  on  Jan.  23rd, 
250  on  Feb.  15th,  363  on  Mar.  13th  and  101  on  Dec.  30th. 

67  Gadwall 

1987/88.  See  Table  1.  After  a  decade  of  steady  increase  the  index  fell  to 
its  lowest  level  for  five  years. 

1987.  Four  pairs  bred  successfully  this  year  (one  less  than  last  year), 
although  several  other  pairs  summered.  No  major  influx  occurred  in 
November,  probably  no  more  than  500  birds  were  present  at  this 
time.  In  January,  however,  mostly  before  the  cold  weather  ensued, 
over  1,000  birds  were  present  in  the  Area  but  a  substantial  number 
moved  off  as  temperatures  fell.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering 
birds,  monthly  totals  from  the  principal  localities  in  tabular  form,  an 
Inner  London  record  and  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  are 
given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  52  on  Jan.  18th. 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  three  broods  reared.  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  one  pair  present 
during  summer.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  one  brood  reared  (eight  young),  up 
to  two  other  birds  summered.  Stocker’s  Lake,  eight  on  May  25th. 
M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  up  to  three  birds  in  May.  Queen  Mary  G.P., 
four  on  June  6th.  Shepperton  G.P. ,  69  on  Feb.  20th.  Staines  Res. ,  up 


34 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  52  FOR  1987 


to  four  birds  between  May  and  July.  Wraysbury  Res.,  up  to  three 
cfcf  in  May. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  May  22nd  and  one  on  June  23rd. 

S  Walton  Res.,  up  to  two  birds  in  May.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at 
Chelsea  Reach,  three  on  Jan.  18th. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

54 

129 

Roydon  G.P. 

165 

100 

60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

80 

H 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

157 

108 

60 

— 

— 

82 

144 

185 

165 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

260 

39 

14 

— 

— 

72 

25 

20 

25 

Stocker's  Lake 

65 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

57 

20 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

70 

113 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

30 

— 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

8 

11 

27 

4 

96 

— 

63 

5 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

99 

124 

86 

— 

— 

11 

12 

15 

72 

Yiewsley  G.P. 

80 

69 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

57 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

86 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

47 

60 

57 

K 

Littlebrook  G.P. 

40 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

4 

17 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

35 

25 

28 

— 

1 

5 

20 

29 

50 

S 

Richmond  Park 

66 

53 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

18 

Walton  Res. 

67 

19 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

28 

Totals 

1,311 

706 

296 

30 

14 

270 

248 

555 

700 

69  Teal 

1987/88.  See  Table  1.  The  index  fell  to  its  lowest  level  since  the  early 
1970s  and  again  there  was  no  hard  weather  influx. 

1987.  As  in  1986,  no  pairs  bred,  although  several  pairs  summered. 
Winter  totals  did  not  reach  the  levels  of  January  and  February  1986 
when  2,000  birds  gathered  at  Staines  Res.  The  highest  count 
anywhere  was  751  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Oct.  23rd.  Details  of 
summering  birds,  monthly  totals  from  principal  localities  and  the 
remaining  highest  county  counts  as  well  as  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Connaught  Water,  a  pair  on  July  2nd.  Beckton,  260  on  Dec.  22nd. 
North  Woolwich,  400  on  Dec.  8th.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs 
summered. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  c?  from  April  to  June,  up  to  two  other  birds  during 
May  and  two  on  July  15th.  Cassiobury  Park,  40  on  Jan.  19th. 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  46  on  Jan.  3rd,  42  on  Feb.  28th  and  55  on  Mar. 
14th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  50+  on  Jan.  24th.  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  up  to  four 
birds  summered.  King  George  VI  Res.,  up  to  two  birds  in  May,  one 
on  June  13th  and  six  on  June  21st.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  5th 
and  12th;  60  on  Oct.  10th.  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  a  cf  in  June.  Springwell 
W.C.B.,  68  on  Jan.  21st.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  cT 
on  Nov.  29th  (prc). 

B  The  highest  count  in  this  sector  was  22  at  South  Iver  S.F.  on  Jan  25th. 
K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  45  on  Nov.  27th  and  48  on  Dec.  6th.  Silvertown, 
c.220  on  Nov.  3rd. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  June  28th  and  30th;  90  on  Feb.  6th,  18th  and 
95  on  Dec.  19th.  Buckland  S.P.,  three  on  June  12th  and  July  4th. 
Holmethorpe  S.P. ,  one  on  July  7th;  45  on  Feb.  1st.  Walton  Res. ,  108 
on  Jan.  9th  and  43  on  Sept.  4th.  River  Thames  at  Hammersmith, 
c.  100  on  Jan.  23rd.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  9  9  on  Feb. 
18th  (bm).  River  Thames  at  Nine  Elms,  a  cf  on  Jan.  18th  (cs). 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Barking 

500 

194 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

290 

— 

Rainham  Marsh 

500 

400 

350 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

600 

Walthamstow  Res. 

171 

156 

31 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

100 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

263 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

150 

171 

300 

H 

Rye  House  Marsh 

100 

42 

— 

— 

— 

29 

29 

— 

— 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

112 

50 

20 

3 

— 

4 

9 

16 

50 

M 

Kempton  Park  Res. 

300 

275 

45 

38 

73 

200 

240 

— 

— 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

674 

279 

8 

2 

108 

751 

40 

13 

Staines  Res. 

500 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

150 

523 

451 

K 

Crossness 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

240 

170 

200 

Dartford  Marsh 

200 

32 

15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

40 

75 

Littlebrook  G.P. 

280 

101 

— 

— 

9 

5 

— 

31 

180 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

— 

— 

74 

— 

— 

— 

— 

200 

— 

S 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

120 

114 

88 

— 

— 

13 

22 

13 

77 

Hogsmill  S.F. 

300 

200 

80 

12 

— 

7 

10 

42 

80 

70  Mallard 

1987/88.  See  Table  1.  The  index  dropped  slightly  to  a  new  record  low; 
numbers  appear  to  be  little  affected  by  the  recent  upward  trends  of 
other  waterfowl. 

1987.  Counts  in  excess  of  300  (or  highest  county  counts  where  these 
were  lower),  large  brood  counts,  together  with  some  Inner  London 
breeding  records  and  large  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Barking,  300  on  Jan.  19th.  Rainham  Marsh,  350  in  February.  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  350  on  Jan.  18th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  31  broods;  448  in  September,  508  in  October  and  338 
in  December.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  22  broods.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  29 
broods;  339  on  Jan.  17th. 

M  The  only  counts  over  300  were  at  Broadwater  G.P.  with  c.400  on  Jan. 
18th  and  500+  on  Feb.  1st.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  104  on  July  30th.  New  River  Walk,  30  pairs 
bred;  197  on  Jan.  27th.  Regent’s  Park,  141  on  July  30th,  117  on  Sept. 
5th,  107  on  Oct.  22nd  and  142  on  Nov.  28th. 

B  The  highest  count  was  126  on  Jan.  18th  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  180  on  Jan.  17th.  River  Thames  at  Greenwich,  157 
on  Jan.  13th.  As  in  1986  well  below  the  counts  of  previous  years. 
S  Counts  at  Gatton  Lake  did  not  exceed  170,  much  lower  than  recent 
years.  The  highest  count  elsewhere  was  243  at  Richmond  Park  on 
Dec.  20th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  at  least  12  pairs  bred. 

72  Pintail 

Another  poor  year  for  this  attractive  duck;  the  highest  count 
anywhere  in  London  reached  only  12  (at  Crossness  and  Rainham). 
All  records  are  given. 

E  Barking,  four  on  Jan.  13th  and  two  on  Dec.  11th  (kb).  Bow  Creek, 
one  on  May  29th  (gjw).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (gjw). 
Hainault,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh,  12  on  Feb.  27th, 
six  on  Mar.  7th,  three  on  12th  and  two  on  13th  (mkd  et  al.). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  January  until  Mar.  23rd,  but  two  on 
Mar.  7th;  one  on  Nov.  10th  and  Dec.  7th  (mo).  Weald  Park,  one  on 
Jan.  25th  (ag).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  five  on  Jan.  11th  (pjv). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  one  on  Feb.  8th,  up  to  two  from  Mar.  5th  to  21st,  one 
on  June  30th,  four  on  Sept.  8th  and  one  on  Sept.  19th  (br,  gjw). 
Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  21st  (cl).  Kingsmead,  one  on  Mar.  14th 
and  20th  (from  Amwell)  (cc,  twg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  on  Jan. 
29th  (je). 
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M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  26th  and  three  on  Feb.  1st  (je,  rbh, 
avm).  King  George  VI  Res.,  up  to  four  from  Jan.  2nd  to  Mar.  21st 
(pn  et  al.)\  one  from  Oct.  23rd  to  31st  and  Dec.  20th  (avm,  pn). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  $  on  Jan.  18th  (pn).  Rammey  Marsh,  two  on 
Mar.  7th  (sc).  Staines  Res.,  up  to  three  from  Jan.  2nd  to  Feb.  22nd 
(cl,  bar  etal.)-,  up  to  three  from  Oct.  25th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (ass 
et  al.). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (cl).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  four 
on  Jan.  11th,  one  on  Jan.  12th  and  eight  flew  SW  the  same  day  (roc, 

CDRH,  JPPW). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  in  September  (bew).  River  Thames  records 
were  as  follows:  Crossness,  one  on  Mar.  4th,  two  on  Mar.  10th,  Nov. 
17th  and  12  on  Dec.  15th  (pjs).  Dartford,  three  on  Jan.  22nd  and  two 
on  23rd  (dd,  bew).  Silvertown,  one  in  September  (rjg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  and  seven  on  Dec.  6th  (gdjm). 
Island  Barn  Res. ,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (ml).  Margery,  one  over  on  Apr. 
22nd  (gwjh).  River  Mole  at  Hersham,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (wri).  South 
Norwood  Lake,  one  on  Nov.  14th  (jbz).  Teddington  Lock,  singles  on 
Nov.  7th,  22nd  and  Dec.  5th  (nm5,  sms). 

1986  Additional  Records 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  21st.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  two  on  Feb. 
26th  (cl). 

73  Garganey 

A  typical  year  with  autumn  records  outnumbering  spring  ones  by 
about  2:1;  the  count  of  seven  at  Beddington  S.F.  is  the  highest  for 
some  years.  Of  note  is  the  sighting  of  two  juveniles  at  Kingsmead  and 
subsequently  at  Amwell,  almost  certain  proof  of  breeding.  The  first 
record  of  the  year  was  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Mar.  22nd  and  the  last 
at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Nov.  26th.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Aug.  13th  (ab /).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  cf  on  June  21st 
and  one  on  Sept.  13th  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  $  on  June  24th  and  from  Aug.  7th  to  Sept.  6th  with 
up  to  two  juveniles  (br,  gjw).  Kingsmead,  a  pair  in  May  and  June 
and  a  2  with  two  just-flying  juveniles  on  July  29th  (mh  et  al.),  which 
were  later  seen  at  Amwell. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  a  single  cf  on  Apr.  20th,  21st,  30th  and  May 
21st;  one  on  Aug.  17th  (cl  etal.).  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  cf  on  Apr. 
25th  (rbh,  avm,  pn);  one  on  Aug.  19th  to  Sept.  5th,  two  on  6th,  four 
on  10th,  two  on  13th,  three  on  14th,  two  on  15th  and  one  on  Oct.  24th 
and  31st  (mo).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  26th  and  27th  (cl). 
Staines  Res.,  a  single  cf  on  Apr.  18th,  23rd  and  24th  (mjw  etal.).  The 
spring  sightings  at  Kempton,  King  George  VI  and  Staines  probably 
relate  to  only  one  bird. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  a  pair  on  Mar.  22nd  (wgp,  ass),  one  on  Sept.  12th 
(vc)  and  Nov.  26th  (bar). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  during  July,  then  singles  on  Aug.  18th, 19th. 
31st,  Sept.  9th  and  12th  (snr"). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  seven  on  July  24th  and  singles  on  Sept.  1st  and  13th 
(gdjm).  Island  Barn  Res.  (and  Walton  G.P.l,  a  pair  from  Apr.  9th  to 
13th  (ml). 

75  Shoveler 

1987/88.  See  Table  1.  After  remaining  fairly  constant  for  Five  seasons, 
the  index  dropped  to  its  lowest  level  this  decade.  Nevertheless 
numbers,  on  average,  are  still  much  higher  than  at  any  time  in  the 
recent  past. 
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1987.  At  least  three  pairs  bred  this  year  and  birds  summered  at  four 
additional  sites,  well  within  the  range  of  fluctuation  of  recent  years. 
Winter  totals,  however,  seemed  to  have  declined  slightly,  especially 
in  southwest  London;  only  two  counts  exceeded  300.  Details  of 
breeding  and  summering  birds,  monthly  maxima  for  the  principal 
localities  (where  counts  reached  100),  notable  counts  from  Inner 
London  and  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  two  cf  Cf  summered.  Walthamstow  Res. ,  a  cf  on  May 
7th.  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs  summered. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  pair  bred.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  pair  bred.  Rye 
Meads  S.F. ,  one  pair  bred  and  up  to  two  additional  birds  summered. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  three  cfcf  on  June  23rd. 

M  Brent  Res. ,  up  to  six  birds  present  during  the  summer,  but  no  broods 
reported.  Broadwater  G.P. ,  a  cf  on  May  27th  and  a  pair  on  July  7th. 
Kempton  Park  Res.,  up  to  seven  birds  during  the  summer.  King 
George  VI  Res. ,  up  to  12  birds  during  the  summer.  Perry  Oaks  S.F. , 
eight  on  July  5th.  Staines  Res. ,  a  cf  on  June  2nd.  Wraysbury  Res. ,  20 
on  May  24th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  30  on  Sept.  17th,  100  on 
Oct.  9th  and  49  on  Nov.  28th.  St.  James’s  Park,  30  on  Jan.  18th. 

B  The  highest  count  was  75  on  Jan.  12th  at  Queen  Mother  Res. 

K  Erith  Marsh,  a  cf  on  May  6th.  Lullingstone,  a  pair  on  May  4th. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  a  cf  on  May  6th. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res. 

100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Roydon  G.P. 

104 

60 

50 

55 

— 

— 

— 

86 

80 

Walthamstow  Res. 

— 

14 

20 

— 

98 

117 

158 

38 

87 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

125 

— 

— 

— 

— 

58 

— 

11 

23 

H 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

131 

60 

80 

— 

47 

82 

123 

34 

26 

Stocker’s  Lake 

150 

40 

50 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

42 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

100 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

124 

120 

10 

50 

295 

— 

61 

91 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

208 

355 

76 

— 

— 

— 

64 

53 

176 

Staines  Res 

16 

6 

25 

3 

— 

29 

342 

187 

58 

Wraysbury  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

100 

— 

— 

— 

K 

Littlebrook  G.P. 

35 

80 

8 

— 

— 

l 

— 

37 

100 

S 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

106 

59 

45 

— 

— 

39 

79 

21 

35 

Island  Barn  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

167 

45 

— 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

105 

29 

— 

— 

— 

19 

63 

— 

129 

76  Red-crested  Pochard 

As  in  1986,  all  records  are  published  in  the  main  systematic  list 
although  the  likelihood  of  escape  remains  high  for  many  birds,  but 
particularly  those  at  Lonsdale  Road  Res. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  $$  on  Jan.  5th,  single  $$  on  Jan.  16th, 
18th  (mjm  et  al.)  and  July  4th  (psaa). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  cf  from  Oct.  1st  to  9th  (tpa,  gjw).  Rye  Meads  S.F., 
a  cf  on  Sept.  27th  (gcg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  cf  on  Mar.  25th  (trd, 
rrd). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  $ /immature  on  Oct.  11th  (nac).  Beddington 
Park,  a  $  from  Oct.  17th  to  27th  (dac).  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  up  to 
four  (lu)  from  Oct.  4th  to  22nd  and  a  cf  on  Oct.  27th  (sbf,  veh). 

77  Pochard 

1987/88.  See  Table  1.  The  index  fell  dramatically,  after  four  years  of 
continued  increase,  to  less  than  one  third  of  the  1986/87  figure.  This 
was  due  to  the  mild  weather  producing  little  or  no  movement  into  the 
London  Area. 

1987.  Another  good  year  for  breeding  birds,  with  at  least  44  pairs 
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successfully  raising  young.  Wintering  totals  were  well  down,  apart 
from  952  at  Staines  Res.  in  January  (the  remains  of  the  big  flocks  at 
King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs  in  late  1986)  the  highest 
count  was  415  at  Walthamstow  Res.  Details  of  breeding  and 
summering  birds,  monthly  maxima  for  the  three  principal  sites  in 
tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  and  some  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair  summered.  Chigwell,  100  on  Feb.  8th. 
Corbets  Tey,  100  on  Mar.  5th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  eight  broods. 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  brood.  Amwell  G.P.,  three  broods;  103  in 
September.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  118  on  July  5th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two 
broods;  104  on  Jan.  18th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  brood. 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  pairs  bred;  110  on  Jan.  3rd  and  134  on  Dec.  13th. 
Broadwater  G.P.,  one  brood.  Finsbury  Park,  four  broods.  Grove- 
lands  Park,  one  brood.  Tottenham  Cemetery,  two  broods.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  18  pairs  bred;  80  on  Oct.  22nd.  St.  James's 
Park,  at  least  one  brood;  37  on  Nov.  19th. 

B  Highest  count  was  77  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Jan.  18th. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  130+  on  Jan.  23rd,  50  on  Dec.  13th.  Ruxley  G.P., 
75  on  Jan.  11th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  192  on  Jan.  13th.  Island  Barn  Res.,  156  on  Jan. 
18th.  Richmond  Park,  167  on  Feb.  24th,  207  on  Mar.  12th.  Walton 
Res.,  125  on  Nov.  15th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  pair 
bred;  59  on  Jan.  17th  and  60  on  Feb.  4th. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Walthamstow  Res. 

415 

200 

228 

51 

119 

46 

115 

140 

243 

M 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

183 

358 

— 

— 

151 

— 

2 

4 

Staines  Res. 

952 

68 

15 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

23 

79  Ferruginous  Duck 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  immature  cf  from  Jan.  6th  to  Feb.  25th  (pf, 
cw  etal.),  (previously  seen  at  Netherhall  G.P.  during  November  and 
December  1986);  another  immature  cf  from  Dec.  2nd  to  31st  (jf,  cw 
et  al.). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  $  on  July  20th  (br).  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  an 
immature  cf  on  Jan.  2nd  (hpm)  (see  Walthamstow  Res.,  Essex). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  a  $  from  Dec.  19th  into  1988  (rrd  et  al.). 

Another  good  year  with  at  least  four  birds  involved,  one  of  these 
remaining  from  the  influx  in  late  1986. 

80  Tufted  Duck 

1987/88.  See  Table  1.  Although  numbers  dropped  slightly,  the  index 
has  remained  at  a  similar  low  level  during  most  of  the  decade. 

1987.  A  similar  number  of  broods  was  reported  to  the  previous  year, 
however  this  was  largely  due  to  further  substantial  increases  in  the 
Herts,  sector,  with  significant  declines  in  Essex  and  Inner  London.  It 
is  likely  that  the  overall  situation  remains  relatively  unchanged.  Of 
significance,  however,  is  an  increase  from  38  broods  at  Amwell  G.P. 
in  1986  to  62  this  year,  no  doubt  reflecting  the  increase  of  available 
breeding  habitat  due  to  considerable  site  management. 

Inner 


1986 

Broods 

Essex 

64 

Herts. 

119 

Middx. 

29 

London 

37 

Bucks. 

2 

Kent 

9 

Surrey 
13  ’ 

Totals 

273 

Sites 

11 

8 

9 

4 

l 

3 

8 

44 

1987 

Broods 

40 

157 

23 

25 

4 

6 

11 

266 

Sites 

8 

8 

8 

4 

■) 

2 

7 

39 

Concentrations  of  ten  or  more  broods  were  reported  from:  (E) 
Fairlop  G.P.  (12),  Walthamstow  Res.  (15);  (H)  Amwell  G.P.  (62), 
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Cheshunt  G.P.  (29),  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (61);  (1L)  Regent’s  Park  (16). 

On  Aug.  12th  a  coordinated  count  of  moulting  birds  across  the  Area 
involving  15  sites  amassed  a  total  of  6,354,  slightly  below  the  level  of 
1986  (7,739)  but  similar  to  the  total  of  6,600  during  the  last  full  survey 
in  1979. 

Whilst  winter  totals  did  not  reach  the  levels  of  1986,  there  was  a  clear 
influx  during  the  cold  weather  of  January  and  February.  Counts 
during  the  rest  of  the  year  (apart  from  the  moult  period)  were 
insignificant. 

M  The  only  Inner  London  count  to  exceed  100  in  this  sector,  apart  from 
St.  James’s  Park  (see  table),  was  at  Canada  Dock  (Surrey  Docks) 
where  108  were  counted  on  June  20th.  Numbers  at  this  site  are  only  a 
fraction  of  what  they  used  to  be  even  two  to  three  years  ago. 

B  Peak  counts  were  445  on  Jan.  23rd  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  and  200  at 
Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Feb.  15th. 

K  River  Thames  at  Greenwich,  160  on  Jan.  13th  and  185  on  Feb.  1st. 

Thamesmead,  186  on  Jan.  6th  and  303  on  Dec.  2nd. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park  (see  table). 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Walthamstow  Res. 

1,020 

790 

716 

417 

618 

1,095 

518 

504 

480 

675 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

300 

— 

— 

— 

677 

612 

221 

41 

62 

73 

H 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

743 

153 

193 

— 

354 

— 

355 

355 

269 

265 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

700 

1,109 

— 

— 

472 

650 

640 

— 

— 

621 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

42 

171 

— 

1,293 

1,259 

205 

— 

98 

133 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

817 

98 

47 

— 

— 

157 

103 

101 

72 

102 

St.  James’s  Park 

799 

575 

419 

— 

— 

— 

48 

70 

214 

578 

Staines  Res. 

69 

31 

190 

197 

388 

1,215 

608 

231 

248 

245 

Wraysbury  Res. 

127 

900 

— 

— 

— 

294 

— 

— 

— 

— 

s 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

1,153 

274 

— 

— 

88 

221 

91 

70 

166 

258 

Battersea  Park 

160 

510 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

108 

200 

Walton  Res. 

117 

85 

154 

— 

504 

278 

604 

245 

146 

201 

81  Scaup 

Cold  weather  during  January  in  the  last  three  successive  years  (1985, 
1986  and  now  1987),  has  precipitated  influxes  of  this  sea  duck,  the 
like  of  which  have  not  been  seen  since  at  least  the  early  1960s.  The 
flock  of  at  least  11  birds  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  in  mid-January  is  the 
largest  group  seen  in  London  since  there  were  32  off  Rainham  on 
Jan.  2nd  1974  and  the  largest  ‘inland’  count  since  a  flock  of  24  at 
Staines  Res.  on  Mar.  25th  1956.  The  majority  of  birds  dispersed  fairly 
quickly  as  the  thaw  set  in.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Jan.  13th  (ab /).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  cf  on 
Jan.  21st  (sc).  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  a  cf  from  Jan.  17th  to  Feb. 
14th  (ab/,  mkd,  pl).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  (lcf)  on  17th,  three 
($  9)  on  18th,  two  (lcf)  on  19th  (jf,  dhr  et  al.),  one  cf  remaining 
until  Feb.  7th.  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  single  cf  Cf  from  Apr.  18th  to  25th, 
Aug.  5th  to  Sept.  14th  and  on  Dec.  12th  (ab l,  jf,  pjv). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  cf  from  Feb.  7th  to  27th  (gjw  etal.).  Bowyers  G.P., 
a  9  from  Feb.  12th  to  Mar.  1st  (adw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  9  on  Dec.  28th  (asms).  Broadwater  G.P.,  a  cf  from 
Jan.  2nd  to  3rd  (hjf,  jwh),  another  from  Jan.  25th  to  Feb.  12th  (cl  et 
al.),  a  9  from  Feb.  8th  to  Mar.  7th  (pn  et  al.);  a  cf  on  Oct.  6th  and 
11th  (rdnhs,  stp)  and  probably  the  same  bird  from  Nov.  14th  into 
1988  (cl  etal.).  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  cf  on  Feb.  15th  (rbh,  avm, 
pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  Jon  Jan.  9th  (cl,  rjs),  then  eight  (6cf Cf) 
on  Jan.  16th,  ten  (6cfcf)  on  17th,  11  (6cfcf),  but  perhaps  13  (6cfcf), 
on  18th  declining  to  eight  (4cf  Cf )  by  25th  and  three  (2cf  cf )  on  26th, 
the  last  two  birds  (299)  were  seen  on  Feb.  6th  (cl,  avm,  pn,  rjs  et 
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al.).  Staines  Res.,  five  (2c fCf)  on  Jan.  17th  (jsa).  Wood  Green  Res., 
a  pair  on  Jan.  18th  (nb).  Wraysbury  Res.,  five  (3cfcf)  on  Jan.  17th 
(rbh,  jah),  a  $  on  Oct.  16th  and  three  $$  on  Nov.  19th  (cl). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Feb.  20th.  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  cf  from  Feb. 
6th  to  27th.  Tilehouse  G.P.,  a  $  on  Mar.  14th  (cl)  -  presumably  the 
Broadwater  bird. 

K  Bromley  Common,  a  9  on  Nov.  22nd  (atj).  Littlebrook  G.P.,  a  cf 
on  Jan.  30th  and  another  from  Feb.  20th  to  Mar.  16th  (bew).  All 
remaining  sightings  were  from  the  River  Thames  at:  Dartford,  a  cf 
from  Jan.  17th  to  23rd  (dd,  sn);  Greenwich,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (rjg); 
Stone,  a  9  on  Jan.  15th,  three  cf  Cf  on  19th,  three  ( 1  cf )  on  25th.  two 
on  Feb.  9th  and  a  cf  on  Feb.  13th  (rw,  cw n,  bew). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  9  on  Jan.  13th,  a  cf  from  Jan.  16th  to  17th,  a  9 
from  Jan.  27th  to  31st  (bpa,  rbh,  jppw  et  al . ),  a  9  from  Feb.  12th  to 
Apr.  3rd  (ssretal.);  one  juvenile  9  from  Dec.  6th  to  31st  (rbh  etal.). 
River  Thames  at:  Putney,  a  pair  on  Jan.  15th,  a  9  on  16th  (cjp)  - 
probably  later  seen  at  Barn  Elms  -  and  Wandsworth,  a  9  from  Jan. 
19th  to  22nd  (bm).  Inner  London:  All  sightings  refer  to  the  River 
Thames.  Battersea,  present  from  Jan.  25th  to  Mar.  17th,  with  two 
9  9  011  Jan.  25th,  rising  to  four  (lcf)  on  26th  and  five  (lcf)  on  Feb. 
4th,  the  peak  was  on  Feb.  10th  when  six  (lcf)  were  seen,  declining  to 
five  (lcf)  by  27th,  after  which  only  two  99  were  present.  Many  of 
these  latter  sightings  involved  birds  seen  on  the  lake  in  nearby 
Battersea  Park  (bm).  Nine  Elms,  a  9  on  Jan.  12th  (gt). 

82  Eider 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  9  from  Apr.  29th  to  30th  (rrd,  cl)  (see  Middx.). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  a  ringed  9  from  Jan.  21st  to  Apr.  19th  (trd  et  al.) 
was  later  seen  at  Stocker’s  Lake. 

The  24th  London  record.  Broadwater  G.P.  has  harboured  a  previous 
long-staying  individual  (1978)  and  is  known  to  have  a  rich  supply  of 
freshwater  mussels. 

87  Common  Scoter 

E  Fairlop  G.P.,  nine  on  Nov.  5th  (ndb).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  cf 
from  Jan.  16th  to  17th  and  two  cfcf  on  25th  (ab /,  gjw  et  al.);  two 
Cfcf  on  Sept.  17th  and  single  9  9/imrnatureson  Sept.  28th  Oct.  10th 
and  Dec.  2nd  (sc,  gjw  etal.).  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  a  9  on  Jan. 
17th  and  19th  (kb,  mkd).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  four  (3cfcf)  on  Apr. 
2nd  (pjv),  a  cf  on  Apr.  4th  (ab/);  a  9  from  Nov.  7th  to  Dec.  24th  (jf 
et  al.). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  4th  (paw).  Stanstead  Abbotts 
G.P.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  4th  (hpm). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  from  Nov.  28th  to  Dec.  6th  (cl  et  al.).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  99  Aew  SE  on  Oct.  10th  (trd r). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (snr). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  cf  from  Jan.  25th  to  30th  (wgh  etal.). 
a  pair  on  June  10th  (rbh,  wr);  a  9  from  Nov.  12th  to  18th  (rbh  et 
al.).  River  Thames  at  Kew,  an  immature  cf  on  Jan.  22nd  (rbh)  and 
one  near  Twickenham  Bridge  on  Jan.  23rd  (bm).  The  two  Thames 
sightings  probably  refer  to  the  original  Barn  Elms  bird. 

An  average  year  with  the  usual  broad  spread  of  records  involving 
eight  different  months  of  the  calendar  and  a  total  of  about  35  birds. 

91  Goldeneye 

1987/88.  See  Table  1.  In  contrast  with  most  other  species  of  duck,  the 
index  remained  constant  at  a  level  reached  during  the  early  1980s. 
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1987.  Overall  totals  seemed  broadly  similar  to  last  year’s;  although 
not  strictly  comparable,  the  accumulated  March  count  was  slightly 
higher  at  507  (compared  to  477  in  March  1986).  Two  further  counts 
over  100  follow  on  from  last  year,  when  the  first  individual  water 
count  over  100  in  London  was  recorded.  However  the  peak  count  of 
147  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Mar.  28th  will  take  some  beating. 
Details  of  summering  birds,  monthly  maxima  for  each  of  the 
principal  localities  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest  county 
counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  present  until  May  19th.  King  George 
V/Wm.  Girling  Reservoirs,  40  on  Nov.  12th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  30 
on  Jan.  20th.  No  other  count  exceeded  15. 

Apart  from  those  in  the  table  no  other  counts  exceeded  ten. 
Broadwater  G.P. ,  a  9  from  May  16th  to  Aug.  12th.  Staines  Res. ,  a  9 
on  July  25th,  two  9  9  from  Aug.  2nd  to  Sept.  11th  and  one  on  12th. 

K  The  only  reports  of  more  than  two  birds  together  were  at  Sevenoaks 
Reserve  with  a  maximum  count  of  seven  on  Mar.  3rd  and  16th. 

S  There  were  many  reports  from  the  River  Thames  during  the  cold 
weather  in  late  January  and  early  February,  the  highest  counts  were 
19  at  Ham  on  Feb.  3rd,  34  between  Richmond  and  Teddington 
Bridges  on  Feb.  1st  and  19  between  Eel  Pie  Island  and  Teddington 
Lock  on  Jan.  31st.  Inner  London:  Canada  Dock  (Surrey  Docks),  one 
on  Dec.  6th  (dam).  The  remaining  sightings  were  all  on  the  River 
Thames:  Chelsea  Reach,  a  9  on  Jan.  14th,  two  on  18th,  then  one 
from  Jan.  25th  to  26th,  Feb.  4th  (Battersea  Park),  6th  and  a  cf  on 
Feb.  20th  (bm,  cs);  County  Hall,  a  9  on  Jan.  18th  (cs);  between 
Vauxhall  and  Westminster  Bridges,  one  on  Jan.  16th  and  two  on  Jan. 
28th  (gt). 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res. 

43 

30 

92 

120  , 

— 

17 

18 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

16 

30 

— 

— 

2 

12 

18 

H 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

8 

20 

20 

— 

— 

6 

10 

Stocker’s  Lake 

13 

20 

33 

16 

— 

3 

18 

M 

Broadwater  G.P. 

42 

25 

23 

23 

1 

5 

15 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

25 

147 

100 

5 

8 

22 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

61 

73 

22 

5 

— 

11 

29 

Shepperton  G.P. 

— 

23 

25 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Staines  Res. 

17 

13 

19 

22 

3 

29 

25 

Wraysbury  Res. 

25 

22 

5 

— 

— 

6 

7 

B 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

18 

15 

8 

58 

— 

16 

15 

S 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

21 

26 

23 

— 

— 

6 

8 

Q.  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

21 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Walton  Res. 

30 

94 

90 

— 

— 

19 

27 

Totals 

315 

417 

507 

344 

11 

140 

235 

93  Smew 

1987.  A  very  marked  influx  took  place  during  the  very  cold  weather 
in  late  January  and  early  February,  not  perhaps  up  to  the  level  of 
early  1985,  but  probably  not  far  below  it.  The  count  of  53  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  Feb.  1st  was  the  highest  in  London  (and  probably 
Britain)  since  the  halcyon  days  of  the  early  1960s.  The  last  count  to 
exceed  this  figure  in  London  was  62  at  Staines  Res.  on  Feb.  1st  1964 
(exactly  23  years  before).  Certainly  the  low  point  during  the  1970s, 
when  flocks  of  10  birds  were  of  note,  seems  to  have  passed  by  for  the 
time  being.  The  last  bird  of  the  spring  was  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on 
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Mar.  26th  and  the  first  of  the  autumn  (two)  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on 
Nov.  25th.  Details  of  counts  of  four  or  more  are  provided  in  tabular 
form  and  details  of  all  remaining  records  are  given  below. 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  up  to  two  in  January,  three  on  Feb.  1st.  River  Thames 
at  Rainham,  one  on  Jan.  17th,  two  on  18th.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  two 
on  Jan.  31st. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  5th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  three  on  Jan. 
14th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  11th.  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Jan. 
16th  and  18th.  Wood  Green  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  14th  to  Feb.  3rd. 
Yiewsley  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  24th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  24th  and  two  on  Feb.  1st. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  1st  and  28th.  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Jan. 
17th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Jan.  16th,  two  on  Feb.  6th  and  one 
on  Mar.  26th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  three  on  Jan.  12th,  one  on  13th,  two  on  14th  and  one 
until  17th.  River  Thames  at  Ham,  one  from  Jan.  15th  to  16th. 
Holmethorpe  S.P.,  two  on  Jan.  24th,  three  from  31st  until  Feb.  4th 
and  two  on  7th.  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  12th  to  23rd. 


(1) 

(2) 

( 1 )  (2)  (1) 

(2) 

(1) 

(2) 

Jan 

Jan 

Feb  Feb  Mar 

Mar 

Dec 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

15 

29 

40  25  8 

— 

5 

2 

King  George  V  Res. 

— 

— 

14  —  — 

— 

1 

— 

Netherhall  G.P. 

2 

4 

1  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

Walthamstow  Res. 

2 

10 

5  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

H 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

5 

5 

4  8  1 

— 

3 

2 

Stocker’s  Lake 

— 

2 

4—2 

— 

1 

— 

M 

Brent  Res. 

3 

4 

6  —  — 

— 

5 

— 

Broadwater  G.P. 

4 

4 

3  —  — 

— 

1 

2 

Hampton  Filter  Beds 

6 

5 

—  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

Queen  Mary  G.P. 

1 

— 

—  2  2 

1 

3 

— 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

4 

37 

53  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

Shepperton  G.P. 

— 

7 

—  6  1 

— 

— 

— 

Wraysbury  Res. 

— 

18 

31  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

B 

Horton  G.P. 

5 

16 

15  18  3 

— 

8 

1 

Tilehouse  G.P. 

5 

2 

3  8  — 

— 

2 

4 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

10 

13 

10  —  1 

— 

11 

13 

K 

Littlebrook  G.P. 

4 

7 

7  1  1 

— 

— 

— 

Stone  Marsh 

— 

5 

6  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

S 

Walton  Res. 

— 

6 

5  4  1 

— 

1 

1 

69 

177 

211  72  20 

1 

40 

24 

Jan.  (1)  =  Jan.  1st  to  15th 

Mar.  (1)  =  Mar.  1st  to  15th 

Jan.  (2)  =  Jan.  16th  to  31st 

Mar.  (2)  =  Mar.  16th  to  31st 

Feb.  (1)  =  Feb.  1st  to  15th 

Dec.  (1)  =  Dec.  1st  to  15th 

Feb.  (2)  =  Feb.  16th  to  28th 

Dec.  (2)  =  Dec.  16th  to  31st 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser 

There  was  a  widespread  scattering  of  birds  right  across  the  Area 
during  the  cold  weather  in  January  and  February,  although  only  a 
small  number  of  birds  stayed  for  long.  Fewer  birds  (just)  were 
involved  than  during  the  influx  in  early  1985.  The  highest  count, 
however,  was  at  the  end  of  the  year  when  nine  w  ere  at  King  George  V 
Res.  on  Dec.  3rd.  All  records  are  given. 

E  River  Thames  at  Barking,  two  on  Feb.  8th  and  one  on  15th  (kb,  lpp). 
Buckhurst  Hill  G.P.,  a  $  from  Feb.  11th  to  15th  (ab /).  Fairlop,  a  9 
from  Nov.  28th  to  Dec.  1st  (ab/,  ndb,  cg).  Fishers  Green,  two  9  V 
on  Jan.  17th  (hpm),  a  pair  on  Feb.  16th  (adw),  three  (2cf  cf )  on  Feb. 
21st  (cl);  a  J  on  Nov.  7th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  cf  from  Jan. 
24th  to  Apr.  5th,  a  9  on  Feb.  7th  and  28th  (jf etal.)\ a  9  on  Oct.  28th 
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(sc),  nine  (lcf)  on  Dec.  3rd  (rmc).  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  a  pair 
on  Feb.  15th  and  21st  (pl,  lpp).  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  9  from  Jan. 
18th  to  21st,  three  from  22nd  to  24th,  two  on  25th,  one  on  26th  (rb,  pf 
etal.),  a  cf  on  Feb.  15th,  two  from  23rd  to  25th  (kb,  cc,  gcg);  a  $  on 
Nov.  10th  (jf). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  $  on  Jan.  11th  (hpm).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  cf  on 
Apr.  4th  (paw). 

M  All  records  refer  to  $/immatures.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  on  Jan. 
16th,  one  on  17th,  two  on  18th,  then  one  from  Feb.  1st  to  13th  (cl, 
avm,  pn  et  al.).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  8th  (mlb).  Wood  Green 
Res.,  one  from  Jan.  23rd  to  Feb.  24th  (nb  et  al.).  Wraysbury  Res., 
two  on  Feb.  1st,  one  on  7th  and  9th  (rbh,  jah,  pn  et  al.). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  17th  to  19th,  five  (lcf)  on  20th, 
four  on  23rd  and  one  on  Feb.  13th  (mo);  a  $  on  Dec.  22nd  (cdrh). 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Jan.  4th,  a  $  on  Feb.  12th  (cl). 

K  River  Thames  at:  Dartford,  three  (2cfcf )  on  Jan.  17th  flew  upriver 
(sn)  and  at  Purfleet  two  (lcf)  on  Feb.  19th  (sjg).  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  a  $  on  Feb.  15th  (rht). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  a  cf  on  Feb.  4th  and  7th,  a  $  from  Feb.  14th  to  Mar. 
24th  (rbh,  wr  et  al.).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  a  9  on  Jan.  18th  (jmh). 
Island  Barn  Res.,  a  $  on  Jan.  21st,  23rd  and  26th  and  two  9$  on 
Feb.  15th  (ml,  jppw).  Walton  Res.,  a  cf  on  Jan.  16th,  a  $  on  17th, 
two  (lcf)  on  18th,  three  (lcf)  on  23rd  and  24th  (cl,  ml  et  al.).  All 
remaining  sightings  refer  to  the  River  Thames:  Barnes,  a  $  on  Jan. 
23rd  (bm).  Kew  Bridge,  six  (lcf)  on  Jan.  14th  (rbh).  Wandsworth,  a 
$  from  Jan.  16th  to  23rd  (bm).  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  a  9  on 
Nov.  16th  and  27th  (kp).  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  a  $  on 
Jan.  15th  and  Feb.  1st  (on  Battersea  Park  Lake),  6th  and  10th  (bm). 

1986  Correction 

E  The  record  at  West  Thurrock  on  Mar.  3rd  referred  to  three  birds 

(lcf). 

95  Goosander 

1987/88.  See  Table  1.  Although  the  index  fell  by  about  one  half, 
numbers  are  still  at  a  higher  level  then  they  were  in  the  late  1960s  and 
early  1970s. 

1987.  Totals  were  slightly  higher  than  during  1986,  and  included  the 
first  count  of  over  200  since  the  big  influx  at  the  beginning  of  1985. 
Apart  from  one  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  May  23rd  the  last  spring 
bird  was  on  Apr.  20th  and  the  first  in  autumn  on  Nov.  14th.  All 
counts  from  principal  localities  are  included  in  the  table,  all  other 
counts  that  reached  double  figures,  as  well  as  the  highest  county 
counts  (where  these  were  lower)  and  two  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Buckhurst  Hill  G.P.,  ten  on  Feb.  11th,  18  on  18th  and  16  on  23rd. 
H  Up  to  ten  birds  were  seen  flying  over  Cheshunt  G.P.  and  Rye  Meads 
S.F.  in  January;  the  highest  ‘on-the-water’  counts  were  at  Cheshunt 
G.P.  where  up  to  seven  were  present  in  January  and  December. 
M  Bushy  Park,  ten  between  Feb.  8th  and  14th.  Wildwoods  Lake, 
Enfield,  16  on  Mar.  23rd. 

B  Apart  from  Wraysbury  G.P.  (see  table),  no  other  count  exceeded 
three. 

K  Chipstead  Lake,  24  on  Feb.  14th.  Apart  from  Sevenoaks  (see  table), 
no  other  count  exceeded  three. 

S  River  Ember  at  Field  Common,  12+  on  Jan.  11th.  There  were  many 
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sightings  along  the  River  Thames  in  January,  with  a  maximum  of  ten 
between  Ham  and  Petersham  on  14th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park 
Lake,  a  cf  from  Feb.  1st  to  10th.  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  a 
Cf  on  Jan.  14th  (bm). 


rfitSt 

*  ''•‘•-•MvIvIvV** 

fcco 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

26 

17 

8 

— 

2 

14 

King  George  V  Res. 

45 

4 

15 

— 

1 

33 

Nazeing  G.P. 

2 

15 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Walthamstow  Res. 

44 

14 

3 

— 

— 

6 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

— 

44 

20 

6 

1 

11 

M 

King  George  VI  Res. 

52 

84 

58 

22 

4 

41 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

209 

218 

18 

— 

1 

49 

Staines  Res. 

30 

14 

10 

1 

3 

6 

Wraysbury  Res. 

140 

90 

5 

— 

— 

8 

B 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

64 

79 

4 

1 

— 

5 

K 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

5 

48 

25 

4 

— 

5 

S 

Island  Barn  Res. 

49 

— 

26 

— 

— 

— 

Walton  Res. 

78 

67 

60 

— 

— 

4 

96  Ruddy  Duck 

Another  excellent  year  for  this  introduced  duck,  at  least  six  pairs 
bred  (four  pairs  in  Herts,  and  two  in  Middx.),  although  only  three  of 
these  were  known  to  have  raised  young  successfully.  Record  counts 
were  achieved  at  the  end  of  January  and  early  February,  with  the  first 
ever  three  figure  count  in  London  of  103  at  Walton  Res.  on  Jan.  31st. 
On  Feb.  1st  there  was  a  minimum  of  204  birds  in  the  Area,  of  which 
a  total  of  181  were  on  only  three  waters  in  southwest  London;  these 
birds  rapidly  dispersed,  or  recirculated,  as  milder  weather  followed. 
Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  along  with  summaries  from 
principal  localities  are  given  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  present  from  Jan.  24th  to  Mar.  8th,  with  peaks  of 
17  on  Feb.  6th  and  11  on  8th;  also  one  on  June  29th.  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  seven  on  Jan.  31st  and  five  on  Feb.  1st.  Up  to  two  birds  were 
seen  at  eight  other  sites,  mostly  in  January  and  February,  the  only 
other  record  of  note  was  one  on  the  River  Thames  at  West  Thurrock 
from  Jan.  18th  to  22nd. 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  three  pairs  present  during  the  summer,  but  not 
known  to  have  bred.  Amwell  G.P.,  two  pairs  nested,  but  no  young 
reared.  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  at  least  one  pair  nested  rearing  three 
young;  maximum  counts  were  18  on  Nov.  30th  and  20  on  Dec.  10th. 
Maple  Cross  S.F. ,  one  pair  bred  rearing  four  young.  Stocker's  Lake, 
one  pair  present  in  May.  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  12  on  Feb.  5th.  Up  to  two 
birds  were  seen  at  four  other  sites. 

M  Brent  Res. ,  at  least  two  broods  seen  during  the  summer.  Broadwater 
G.P.,  one  pair  on  June  21st;  monthly  maxima  were  22  in  January,  44 
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in  February,  52  in  March  (clear  evidence  of  a  return  spring  passage) 
and  22  in  December.  North  Feltham  G.P.,  one  pair  bred,  possibly 
one  young  survived.  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  up  to  22  in  January  and  50  on 
Feb.  1st.  Staines  Res.,  monthly  maxima  were  11  in  January,  29  in 
February,  30  in  March  and  15  in  April.  No  counts  elsewhere 
exceeded  15  birds.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  from  Jan. 
12th  to  21st  (trdO-  St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  on  Jan.  18th  and  up  to 
eight  during  February  (dam,  pjo),  could  have  included  captive  birds. 

B  The  highest  counts  were  28  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  Feb.  1st  and  18 
at  Horton  G.P.  from  Jan.  22nd  to  23rd.  No  counts  elsewhere 
exceeded  ten. 

K  River  Thames  at  Littlebrook,  one  on  Jan.  21st.  Ruxley  G.P.,  one 
from  Jan.  25th  to  Apr.  25th.  Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  24th  and 
two  on  Feb.  9th. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  ReS.,  up  to  22  in  January  and  103  on  Feb.  1st 
(from  Walton  Res.).  Walton  Res.,  20  on  Jan.  9th,  66  on  18th,  103  on 
31st,  55  on  Feb.  20th  and  34  on  Mar.  13th;  47  on  Dec.  17th.  No  more 
than  two  birds  were  seen  elsewhere.  There  were  sightings  on  the 
River  Thames  at  Ham  on  Jan.  23rd  and  Feb.  2nd  and  adjacent  to 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  1st. 


97  Honey  Buzzard 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (hpm  etal.).  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one 
on  May  17th  (cb,  gr,  ct). 

There  have  now  been  18  London  records,  but  any  apparent  increase 
in  sightings  over  the  last  four  years  (six  records)  is  probably  due  more 
to  increased  observer  coverage  than  to  any  greater  passage. 


99  Red  Kite 

B  Langley  Park,  one  on  Jan.  11th  (jat). 

K  Chislehurst,  one  flew  NNW  on  Apr.  22nd  (khp). 

S  Chessington  Zoo,  one  flew  NW  on  May  14th  (bp  per  sdbs).  Kew 
Gardens,  one  flew  W  on  Jan.  11th  (af);  presumed  same  as  the  Bucks, 
individual. 

These  three  birds  bring  the  London  total  to  19.  Thirteen  of  the 
previous  16  records  have  fallen  between  Jan.  8th  and  May  20th,  so  all 
this  year’s  records  were  on  predictable  dates. 


103  Marsh  Harrier 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  $  on  Apr.  23rd  (jtw)  and  a  pair  on  Sept.  2nd 
(mkd).  Romford,  a  $  on  Apr.  14th  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  a  9 
flew  S  on  Sept.  21st  (jf). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  an  immature  flew  S  on  Oct.  21st  (br).  Hoddesdon,  a 
2 /immature  on  Apr.  20th  (sr).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  a  sub-adult  cf  on 
Apr.  16th  (gjw). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  a  $/immature  flew  N  on  May  31st  (avm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  2 /immature  flew  N  on  May  22nd  (cdrh). 

Ten  birds  in  one  year  is  the  highest  annual  total  so  far  of  this 
increasingly  observed  species.  The  chronological  spread  is  typical, 
with  roughly  half  each  in  spring  and  autumn,  but-  the  geographical 
bias  seems,  in  recent  years,  to  be  favouring  the  eastern  half  of  our 
Area. 
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104  Hen  Harrier 

Except  for  Rainham  Marsh,  where  records  are  summarised,  all 
records  are  given;  they  refer  to  ‘ring-tails’  (female  or  immature  birds) 
unless  stated  to  the  contrary. 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Oct.  29th  (cg).  Fishers  Green,  one  from  Jan.  16th  to 
18th  (ac  et  al.).  Hornchurch,  a  cf  on  Jan.  15th  (kb).  Rainham 
Marsh,  minimum  of  five  in  the  first  winter  period  from  January  to 
April,  including  two  cf  Cf  (mkd  et  al.),  plus  a  single  on  May  7th  (cl); 
up  to  two  cf  Cf  were  present  in  October  and  November  (mkd),  but  no 
birds  at  all  were  recorded  in  December. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  16th  and  17th  (mo)  was  the  same  as  the 
Fishers  Green  bird. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  17th  (cjh).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on 
Apr.  18th  (rbh)  and  Aug.  16th  (bar). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  cf  on  Jan.  24th,  otherwise  up  to  two  birds  present 
from  January  to  March  (ajm,  bew  et  al.). 

An  above  average  year,  with  at  least  11  birds  seen.  The  August 
record  at  Staines  Res.  is  most  unseasonal.  The  absence  of  sightings  at 
Rainham  during  December  was  almost  certainly  due  to  the  con¬ 
tinued  presence  of  falconers  at  this  site. 

106  Montagu’s  Harrier 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  cf  on  Sept.  9th  (bew). 

The  13th  London  record,  and  only  the  fifth  in  autumn. 

108  Sparrowhawk 

The  following  table  shows  the  breeding  situation  of  this  species,  with 
all  other  records  summarised  under  the  county  headings. 


Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Pairs  probably 
breeding 

Pairs  present  in 
breeding  season 

Totals 

Essex 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Herts. 

5 

2 

3 

10 

Middx. 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Bucks. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kent 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Surrey 

3 

1 

2 

6 

Totals 

11 

7 

9 

27 

Five  more  pairs  were  proved  to  have  bred  this  year  than  in  1986,  but 
better  observer  effort  would  probably  at  least  quadruple  the  figures  - 
in  1984  one  observer  found  the  majority  of  31  breeding  pairs  in 
Surrey  alone! 

E  Eleven  sites  had  birds,  mostly  in  winter. 

H  Recorded  at  27  sites.  At  least  six  young  were  raised. 

M  Seen  throughout  the  year  at  40+  sites.  At  least  three  young  raised. 
Inner  London;  Regent’s  Park,  a  $  on  July  27th  and  a  cf  on  Oct.  3rd 
(trdT)  . 

B  Of  the  five  sites  recording  birds,  only  Wraysbury  G.P.  saw  any  in  the 
breeding  season. 

K  Recorded  at  14  sites.  Three  young  were  raised  by  the  breeding  pair. 

S  Like  Middlesex,  40+  sites  received  birds,  but  being  far  less  urban  the 
breeding  potential  is  no  doubt  better,  however,  only  ten  young  were 
known  to  have  been  raised.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on 
Dec.  1st  (bm). 
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109  Buzzard 

E  North  Ockendon,  two  on  Sept.  13th  (mja). 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  flew  WSW  on  Sept.  7th  (rjh). 


Buzzard  sp. 

M  Ashford  Cemetery,  one  flew  over  on  Oct.  22nd  (mjw). 


113  Osprey 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Aug.  9th  (sh).  Netherhall  G.P.,  one  on  Mar. 
29th  (ah). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  flying  N  on  Mar.  29th  (br)  was  also  seen  at  Rye 
Meads  S.F.  (rmrg)  and  was  presumably  the  same  as  the  Essex  bird 
seen  the  same  day.  Troy  Mill  G.P. ,  one  heading  N  on  May  3rd  (rrd). 
S  Buckland  S.P.,  one  seen  fishing  (unsuccessfully)  on  May  4th  (R. 
Tipton  per  id). 

A  return  to  normality  after  the  dearth  in  1986. 


115  Kestrel 


All  reports  of  breeding  and  summering  are  summarised  in  the 
following  table. 


Inner 

Etsex 

Herts. 

Middx. 

London 

Kent 

Surrey 

Totals 

Proved  breeding 

18 

8 

16 

3 

5 

6 

56 

Possible  breeding 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

4 

12 

Present 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

9 

77 

The  total  number  of  pairs  proved  breeding  is  the  second  highest  for 
ten  years,  but  the  total  number  of  pairs  reported  is  quite  low.  It  is 
unlikely  that  this  is  significant.  All  Inner  London  breeding  records 
are  given  below,  as  well  as  records  during  the  summer  months. 

Successful  nesting  was  reported  from  the  following  localities: 
Battersea  Park,  one  pair  with  two  young  (bm),  Regent’s  Park,  two 
pairs  nearby  (trd t).  Summer  records  came  from  Battersea  Power 
Station  (June),  Hammersmith  Road  (June),  New  River  Walk,  N1 
(June),  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  (June)  and  from  the  Vauxhall/Waterloo 
area  throughout  the  year. 


118  Merlin 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  a  cf  on  Nov.  15th  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh,  single 
9$  on  Jan.  17th  and  Nov.  21st  (mkd). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  9  on  Nov.  6th  (rrd).  West  Hyde,  a  9  on  Apr.  18th 
(rbh). 

M  Bourne  Farm,  Harefield,  a  cf  on  Feb.  7th  (bss).  Staines  Res.,  a  cf  on 
Nov.  24th  (klp)  and  a  9  on  Dec.  6th  (rbh). 

K  Bromley  Common,  one  on  Apr.  5th  (ci). 

Nine  well  scattered  records  is  par  for  the  course  in  London  these 
days. 
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119  Hobby 

Five  pairs  bred  this  year,  and  breeding  was  strongly  suspected  at  two 
or  three  additional  sites.  The  first  two  birds  appeared  on  Apr.  16th  at 
Rye  Meads  S.F.  (gjw)  and  the  species  remained  well  reported  until 
the  last  was  seen  at  FTither  Green  Cemetery  on  Oct.  12th  (dd). 

E  One  pair  bred,  though  no  details  of  success  or  otherwise  were 
received;  eleven  other  sites  had  birds. 

H  One  pair  bred  and  raised  one  young.  Breeding  was  suspected  at 
another  site,  and  14  other  localities  recorded  birds. 

M  Two  pairs  raised  two  young;  another  site  may  have  had  breeding 
birds.  Twenty  other  sites  had  sightings.  Inner  London:  Regent's 
Park,  one  flew  W  on  May  6th  (trdt). 

B  A  poor  year,  with  only  two  sites  producing  any  records. 

K  Records  came  from  eight  sites,  but  no  suspicion  of  breeding. 

S  One  pair  raised  two  young.  Ten  other  sites  had  birds.  At  Beddington 
S.F.  five  were  seen  together  on  Aug.  9th  (gdjm). 

123  Peregrine 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Feb.  15th  and  Mar.  7th  (mkd,  lpp). 
There  was  a  suspicion  that  these  may  have  been  escaped  falconer's 
birds. 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  6th  (rbh).  Unfortunately,  sightings  of 
falconers  using  up  to  three  juvenile  Peregrines  without  jesses  on 
Staines  Moor  in  January  1988  must  leave  some  doubt  as  to  the  origin 
of  this  bird. 

More  than  ever  the  true  picture  is  clouded  with  doubt  -  wild 
Peregrines  in  London  are  extremely  hard  to  come  by  with  a  clear 
conscience! 

129  Red-legged  Partridge 

Breeding  pairs  are  summarised  in  the  following  table. 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey  Total 

31  11  3  —  2  —  47 

The  total  just  about  maintains  the  equilibrium:  45  (1986),  29  (1985). 
30  (1984).  Breeding  pairs  (totals  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts  are 
given. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (2/3).  Fishers  Green  (2).  Hainault  (6/8).  Nazeing  (1). 
Netherhall  (1).  Rainham  (2).  Sewardstone  (3).  South  Hornchurch 
(8).  South  Stifford  (3).  Weald  Park  (2).  Fishers  Green.  25  on  Jan. 
22nd. 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (2).  Coopers  Green  (1).  Elstree  (1).  North  Mymms  (1). 
Roehyde  (1).  Smallford  Farm  (1).  Tollgate  Farm  (1/2).  Tyttenhanger 
(1).  Welham  Green  (1). 

M  Rammey  Marsh  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (2).  At  Osterley  Park 
birds  seen  closely  in  February  were  Chukar  hybrids;  a  further  50 
hybrids  were  released  here  in  the  autumn  (dgh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh  (2);  20+  were  seen  here  throughout  the  year. 

S  The  only  records  were  of  single  birds  seen  at  Beddington  S.F.  on 
Apr.  23rd  and  Margery  on  Apr.  5th. 

130  Grey  Partridge 

Breeding  pairs  are  summarised  in  the  following  table. 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  Bucks.  Kent  Surrey  Total 
16  10  3  —  1  1  31 
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In  contrast  to  the  last  species,  this  one  is  in  gradual  decline.  The 
Essex  and  Herts,  populations  currently  seem  stable,  but  both  Middx, 
and  Kent  appear  to  have  seen  a  significant  drop  in  numbers.  The 
totals  for  the  last  three  years  are:  35  (1986),  42  (1985)  and  42  (1984). 
Breeding  pairs  (totals  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts  are  given. 

E  Barking,  24  on  Nov.  14th.  Dagnam  Park  (1).  Fishers  Green  (2). 
Hornchurch  (2/3).  Maylands  G.C.  (2).  North  Ockendon  (1). 
Rainham  Marsh  (4/5).  Upshire  (2). 

H  Coopers  Green  G.P.  (1).  Colney  Heath  (1).  Hatfield  Polytechnic 
(1).  Roehyde  (2).  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  (1).  Sleapshyde  G.P.  (1). 
Tollgate  Farm  (1).  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  (2). 

M  Osterley  Park  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (2).  Bushy  Park,  15  on 
Aug.  26th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  present  throughout  the  year  with  a  maximum  count 
of  30  on  Sept.  26th.  Hulberry  Farm,  Eynesford  (1). 

S  Molesey  Heath  (1). 

131  Quail 

K  Downham,  one  in  a  garden  on  Apr.  29th  (dd).  Hawley,  one  calling 
on  July  4th  (bew).  Horton  Kirby,  two  calling  at  different  localities  on 
June  12th  (khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  one  calling  from  June  24th  to  July  3rd  (gdjm  et  al. ), 
and  three  flushed  on  Aug.  28th  (gdjm). 

Records  at  Beddington  this  year  raise  the  possibility  of  breeding  once 
again  (not  proved  since  1974).  A  good  year. 

133  Pheasant 

All  breeding  records  (pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest  counts  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh  (5).  No  counts  exceeded  ten. 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (4).  Combe  Wood,  Hatfield,  70  on  Oct.  11th  included 
an  albino  bird.  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (3);  17  on  Jan.  13th. 

M  Bedfont  Quarry  (1).  Home  Park,  15  on  Dec.  6th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  100+  present  all  year.  High  Elms  (1). 

A  very  under-recorded  species.  The  actual  breeding  figures  are 
obviously  far  higher. 

136  Water  Rail 

The  table  below  details  the  number  of  birds  present  in  each  month  at 
the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year.  As  can  be  seen,  the  cold  spell  in 
January  produced  the  highest  counts,  the  second  winter  period  being 
very  modest  in  comparison. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

19 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Herts. 

24 

12 

4 

1 

— 

1 

10 

8 

Middx. 

16 

8 

3 

— 

1 

1 

6 

6 

Bucks. 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Kent 

6 

2 

4 

2 

— 

3 

4 

4 

Surrey 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

69 

32 

17 

5 

1 

6 

21 

22 

All  sites  are  given  below,  with  peak  counts  during  the  year  given  in 
brackets  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated),  as  well  as  details  of  birds 
present  during  the  breeding  season. 

E  Barking.  Berwick  Ponds  (3);  one  pair  probaby  bred  (mkd). 
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Dagenham  Chase,  one  pair  probably  bred  (mkd).  Fishers  Green  (2). 
Hornchurch.  Netherhall  G.P.  Sewardstone  (8).  Walthamstow 
Marsh.  Walthamstow  Res.  (2). 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (2).  Cassiobury  Park.  Cheshunt  G.P.  (6).  Moor  Mill. 
Park  Street  G.P.  Parkbury  G.P.  Rye  House  Marsh.  Rye  Meads  S.F. 
( 10) ;  one  or  two  present  during  the  summer,  but  no  sign  of  breeding. 
Stocker’s  Lake  (2). 

M  Brent  Res.  (10).  Broadwater  G.P.  (2).  Brayside  Farm  Pond. 
Hampstead  Heath.  Kempton  Park  Res.  Little  Britain  Lake  (2). 
Queen  Mary  G.P.  Ruislip  Local  N.R.  (2).  River  Colne  near 
Uxbridge  (2).  Salmon’s  Brook,  Enfield.  Springwell  Cress  Beds  (2). 
B  Wraysbury  G.P.  (3). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (2).  Littlebrook  G.P.  Ruxley  G.P.  (3). 

Sevenoaks  Reserve  (2).  Stone  Marsh. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.  Beddington  S.F.  Holmethorpe  S.P.  Richmond  Park. 


142  Moorhen 

High  counts,  large  breeding  concentrations  and  Inner  London 
breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  50  on  Dec.  22nd.  Fishers  Green,  44  in  December. 

Walthamstow  Res.,  nine  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  ten  pairs  bred.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  14+  pairs  bred;  79  on 
Jan.  22nd.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  68  on  Mar.  17th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  21  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Barbican,  one  pair  bred. 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred.  Regent's  Park, 
at  least  ten  pairs  bred. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c.  115  on  Jan.  23rd. 

S  River  Wandle  between  Butterhill  and  Morden  Hall,  27  territories. 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  bred. 


145  Coot 


Monthly  maxima  for  principal  localities  are  given  in  the  table  below. 
There  were  no  counts  from  Shepperton  G.P.,  which  normally  holds 
over  1,000  birds  during  the  winter  months. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fishers  Green 

323 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nazeing  G.P. 

251 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Roydon  G.P. 

200 

300 

300 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Walthamstow  Res. 

185 

190 

164 

230 

291 

— 

159 

128 

H 

Amwell  G.P 

168 

107 

99 

— 

266 

425 

481 

525 

Bury  Lake 

550 

— 

— 

— 

— 

116 

130 

199 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

710 

510 

375 

— 

335 

595 

575 

620 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

267 

266 

127 

— 

231 

214 

174 

113 

Stocker’s  Lake 

— 

300 

84 

— 

136 

— 

97 

— 

M 

Brent  Res. 

210 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

121 

— 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

454 

— 

23 

89 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

316 

182 

91 

— 

57 

45 

82 

100 

Staines  Res. 

920 

89 

44 

— 

326 

117 

65 

161 

B 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

234 

100 

88 

— 

40 

200 

250 

— 

K 

Littlebrook  G.P. 

671 

349 

153 

— 

179 

— 

215 

169 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

190 

135 

— 

49 

90 

56 

111 

182 

Thamesmere 

56 

64 

— 

— 

— 

70 

164 

208 

S 

Richmond  Park 

200 

160 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

130 

Walton  Res. 

389 

171 

86 

— 

102 

264 

322 

410 
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Large  breeding  concentrations  and  some  comparative  figures  for 
Inner  London  parks  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  19  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  27  pairs  nested.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  66  pairs  nested.  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  56  pairs  nested. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  at  least  ten  pairs 
nested;  highest  count  was  74  on  Oct.  22nd.  Regent’s  Park,  18  pairs 
nested;  highest  count  was  109  on  Nov.  28th.  St.  James’s  Park,  at  least 
25  pairs  nested;  highest  counts  were  157  on  Sept.  17th  and  143  on 
Dec.  15th. 

S  Waddon  Ponds,  25  pairs  bred  (18  successfully).  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  nine  pairs  bred.  Canada  Dock  (Surrey  Docks), 
numbers  were  noted  to  be  decreasing  due  to  disturbance. 

146  Crane 

B  Withybridge,  an  adult  seen  flying  towards  Langley  on  Jan.  11th  (cl). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  fifth 
record  for  the  London  Area.  A  Crane  was  seen  later  the  same  day,  at 
Dorney  Common,  near  Slough,  Berks. 

151  Oystercatcher 

Breeding  status  was  again  little  changed.  After  the  storm  of  Oct.  16th 
there  were  nine  records  involving  as  many  as  20  birds.  All  records  are 
given  or  summarised. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Jan.  22nd  (sc).  Harlow,  one  on  Oct.  4th  (ah). 
King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  15th  (ab /),  one  on  Apr.  4th  (ab / et 
al .)  and  7th  (pjv),  four  on  Sept.  19th  (pjv),  nine  on  Oct.  20th  (ab/) 
and  one  on  Nov.  20th  (rmc).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  summered 
and  probably  nested,  but  no  young  were  seen  (mkd);  four  on  Apr. 
30th  (cl),  one  on  July  16th  (crj)  and  six  on  Aug.  16th  (mkd).  West 
Thurrock,  one  pair  summered  (mkd),  with  one  bird  on  nest  on  Apr. 
26th  and  May  3rd  (rbh,  avm),  but  no  young  were  seen  (mkd);  first, 
one  on  Apr.  11th,  maximum  five  on  May  6th  (ab/);  in  autumn  one  on 
Aug.  1st  (gcg)  and  eight  on  10th  (ab/).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on 
Feb.  7th  (jf)  and  10th  (rmc)  and  Sept.  14th  (ab/). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  one  on  May  5th,  two  on  May  11th  and  one  on  Oct.  16th 
(gjw,  twg).  Bury  Lake,  one  on  Jan  25th  (hb).  Cheshunt  G.P. ,  three 
on  Mar.  9th  (hpm).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (rmrg). 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  found  dead  on  Jan.  15th  (spc),  one  on  May 
25th  (spe,  pdw)  and  one  on  Oct.  16th  (spc,  jht). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  4th  (jppw).  Broadwater  G.P.,  singles  on 
Mar.  7th  and  May  29th  (cl);  the  latter  was  also  at  Moorhall  G.P.  on 
30th  (avm,  pn).  Heathrow  Airport,  one  on  Feb.  24th  and  Nov.  4th 

H.  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (bar,  gmh),  May  25th 
Aug.  31st  (avm)  and  from  Oct.  18th  to  23rd  (avm,  pn,  jah  et 
al.),  with  two  on  June  14th  (bar).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  5th 
(cl).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  five  on  Aug.  1st  (hrg).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
one  heard  on  Aug.  31st  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  six  flew  SE  on  Aug.  6th 
(dl,  pl),  one  on  Aug.  19th  (cl)  and  Sept.  29th  (gar),  then  at  least 
four  on  Oct.  16th  (mo)  and  one  on  Oct.  17th  (irh,  pmt).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  1st  and  two  on  Oct.  16th  (cl). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  25th,  May  9th  and  June  13th  (rrg). 
K  Crossness,  two  on  May  6th  (pjs).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  present  all 
year  (bew  et  al.);  three  on  May  7th  (cl)  and  June  21st  (cw n,  rw). 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Mar.  1st  and  June  11th  and  four  on  Oct. 
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16th  (snr,  rht).  Thamesmead  to  Thamesmere,  seven  on  June  11th 
(pjs).  Woolwich,  two  on  Mar.  17th  (pjs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  four  on  Oct.  16th  (nac),  otherwise  singles  on  Jan. 
31st  (rbh),  Feb.  11th  to  18th  (rbh,  wr  etal.).  Mar.  2nd  to  3rd  (bpa, 
jppw),  Mar.  28th  (rbh),  July  31st  (wr),  Oct.  17th  (rrl,  pg)  and  Dec. 
5th  (res).  Beddington  S.F. ,  one  on  Aug.  2nd  flew  NW  (gdjm),  three 
on  Aug.  3rd  and  one  on  Dec.  15th  (pra).  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Oct. 
16th  (rjh).  Hersham  G.P.,  two  on  Oct.  16th  (ml).  Hogsmill  S.F., 
one  on  May  25th  (da per  sdbs)  and  Oct.  16th  (wri).  Morden,  one  on 
Aug.  14th  flew  W  (ipw).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  (ml). 
Wimbledon  Common,  one  flew  over  on  Apr.  23rd  (dlw). 

1986  Additional  Record 
E  West  Thurrock,  five  on  Apr.  29th  (cl). 

Fifty  years  ago... 
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Oyster-catcher 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  26th  and  27th. 

(This  was  the  only  published  record  of  the  year  -  Ed.). 


153  Avocet 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  flew  S,  calling,  on  Apr.  25th  (pn). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  six  flew  N,  calling,  on  Apr.  1st  (gl). 

A  poor  year,  these  two  records  are  well  below  the  recent  average  of 
about  six  records  per  annum. 


158  Little  Ringed  Plover 

Records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

Pairs  proved  Other  pairs  Total 


Sites 

breeding 

present 

pairs 

Essex 

14 

16 

7 

23 

Herts. 

10 

16 

3 

19 

Middx. 

8 

9 

4 

13 

Bucks. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kent 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Surrey 

5 

2 

5 

7 

Totals 

39 

43 

21 

64 

Overall  breeding  numbers  remain  stable  at  around  the  60  pair  mark. 

The  first  two  birds  of  the  year  were  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  the  early 
date  of  Mar.  6th  (swr,  rht),  followed  by  one  at  Walton  Res.  on  Mar. 
9th  (sjs).  Peak  numbers  on  passage  were  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F. ,  with  1 1 
on  May  18th  and  29  on  July  24th  (cl).  Elsewhere,  highest  counts  in 
autumn  were  of  27  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  July  12th  (mkd),  20  at 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.  on  July  13th  (mcb,  spp)  and  15  at  Amwell  G.P.  on 
July  23rd  (br).  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  a  juvenile  at  Rammey 
Marsh  from  Sept.  8th  to  12th  (sc). 
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159  Ringed  Plover 

Records  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  in  the  table  below. 


Sites 

Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Others  pairs 
present 

Total 

pairs 

Essex 

5 

8 

1 

9 

Herts. 

1 

3 

— 

3 

Middx. 

4 

4 

2 

6 

Bucks. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kent 

2 

— 

3 

3 

Surrey 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

12 

15 

6 

21 

There  was  little  change  to  numbers  in  the  breeding  season.  Other 
records  are  summarised  below.  The  counts  along  the  River  Thames 
in  east  London  were  well  below  the  level  established  in  recent  years; 
the  figure  of  114  at  Perry  Oaks  on  Aug.  26th  was  exceptional. 

E  Rainham,  135  in  August  and  150  in  September.  West  Thurrock,  160 
on  Aug.  30th  and  180  on  Dec.  19th. 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  present  from  Feb.  15th  to  Oct.  11th,  with  maximum 
counts  of  67  on  May  23rd  and  114  on  Aug.  26th.  King  George  VI 
Res.,  15  flew  NE  on  Aug.  30th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  75  on  Aug.  10th  and  91  on  Nov.  8th. 

165  Golden  Plover 

Wintering  numbers  are  greatest  north  of  the  Thames,  particularly  in 
Essex,  where  Fairlop  is  now  by  far  the  most  important  site  in  the 
Area.  The  massive  count  of  1,500  at  Fairlop  on  Dec.  6th  is  easily  the 
highest  ever  London  total  and  represents  close  to  a  fivefold  increase 
in  wintering  numbers  at  this  site  since  the  early  1980s.  The  largest 
hard  weather  movement  for  many  years  took  place  on  Jan.  10th  when 
over  600  birds  moved  through  the  Area  in  front  of  the  snow  belt. 
Counts  of  ten  or  more  and  records  between  April  and  September  are 
given;  monthly  maxima  at  the  two  main  sites  are  summarised  in  the 
table  below  -  no  counts  were  reported  for  either  in  February  or 
March. 


Jan 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fairlop 

830 

150 

350 

1,500 

H 

London  Colney 

12 

28 

73 

80 

E  Bulphan  Fen,  60  on  Mar.  11th.  Fairlop,  eight  on  Apr.  12th  and  one 
on  Aug.  13th  and  Sept.  5th.  Fishers  Green,  23  on  Jan.  3rd  and  36  on 
Jan.  9th.  Havering,  20  on  Mar.  8th.  North  Ockendon,  50  on  Jan.  1st, 
25  on  Mar.  9th  and  10th  and  16  on  Mar.  21st.  Parndon  Mead,  20  on 
Mar.  22nd.  Rainham  Marsh,  110  on  Jan.  10th.  Walthamstow  Res., 
25  on  Mar.  8th. 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  one  on  Sept.  19th.  Batlers  Green,  30  flew  NE  on  Mar. 
15th.  Bell  Lane  Fields,  50  on  Mar.  8th  and  86  on  Mar.  28th. 
Bowmans  Green  Farm,  250  on  Mar.  23rd.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  14  flew  S 
on  Mar.  28th.  Hunsdon,  100  on  Jan.  8th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  over 
on  Apr.  4th.  Symondshyde,  63  on  Apr.  16th  and  68  on  Apr.  17th. 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  ten  on  Nov.  22nd,  49  on  Dec.  12th  and  13  on 
Dec.  20th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  over  250  flying  W  on  Jan.  10th.  Staines  Moor,  41 
on  Mar.  8th,  53  on  13th  and  20  on  17th,  ten  on  Nov.  5th  and  10th  and 
12  on  13th.  Staines  Res.,  between  13  and  16  reported  most  days 
between  Dec.  18th  and  31st. 
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K  Chipstead,  six  flew  SW  on  Aug.  20th.  Dartford  Marsh,  17  on  Dec. 
14th. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  65  on  Jan.  10th,  17  on  Mar.  4th  and  16  on  Mar. 
25th.  Horton  Farm,  near  Epsom,  63  on  Mar.  11th.  Tooting,  236  flew 
WSW  in  IV2  hours  on  Jan.  10th. 

166  Grey  Plover 

A  poor  year  for  this  species.  Passage  through  the  Area  was  very  thin, 
with  only  counts  along  the  Lower  Thames  in  January  reaching  double 
figures. 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  one  on  May  9th  and  Sept.  19th  (pjv).  Rainham 
Marsh,  two  on  Jan.  19th  (kb),  one  on  Oct.  17th  (spg)  and  two  on  Dec. 
24th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (avm),  two  on  Jan. 
22nd  (cl),  ten  on  Jan.  31st  (ab /),  one  on  Oct.  21st  (rbh)  and  three  in 
December  (mkd). 

H  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  May  25th  (hpeg). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  one  on  May  18th  (jppw).  King  George  VI  Res. , 
one  on  May  25th  (avm,  pn).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  May  11th 
and  Oct.  18th  (cl).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  May  16th  flew  N 
(hrg).  Staines  Res. ,  one  on  May  9th  (pn)  and  two  on  Oct.  16th  which 
flew  off  SSW  (gar). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  12  on  Jan.  17th  (ajm,  sn,  bew)  and  11  on  Jan.  23rd 
(dd).  River  Thames  at  Littlebrook,  two  on  Jan  17th  (sjg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  3rd  (mp)  and  Mar.  8th  (rrl,  jppw). 
Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  23rd,  Feb.  4th  and  Aug.  18th  (gjm). 

1986  Additional  Record 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Mar.  3rd  (cl). 

169  Lapwing 

About  90  breeding  pairs  were  reported,  though  with  no  comments 
received  on  changes  in  status  it  would  not  be  safe  to  read  too  much 
into  the  apparent  reduction  from  the  120  pairs  reported  in  1986. 
Large  numbers  were  involved  in  a  widespread  hard  weather  move¬ 
ment  on  Jan.  10th.  Full  details  of  that  movement,  other  largest 
counts  and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given.  Staines  Res.  was  very 
attractive  to  this  -  and  several  other  -  species  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

E  Barking,  800  flew  S  on  Jan.  10th.  Fairlop,  800  on  Jan.  2nd,  2,500 
moved  SW  on  Jan.  10th,  400  on  Feb.  15th,  500  on  Nov.  22nd  and  780 
on  Dec.  31st.  Fishers  Green,  2,750  flew  W  on  Jan.  10th,  600  on  Nov. 
20th.  Rainham,  3,500  flew  S  on  Jan.  10th.  Sewardstone,  50  flew  SW 
on  Jan.  10th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  500  flew  W  on  Jan.  10th,  155  on  Feb.  22nd  and 
maximum  of  230  in  July.  Batlers  Green,  300  on  Jan.  6th.  Broxbourne 
G.P.,  600  on  Dec.  20th.  London  Colney,  800  on  Oct.  23rd,  rising  to 
2,000  to  3,000  on  Dec.  20th.  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  500  on  Jan.  1st.  Mill 
End,  250  on  Nov.  14th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  200  on  Jan.  3rd  and  150  on 
Nov.  22nd.  Tollgate  Farm,  300  to  400  on  Mar.  17th.  Tyttenhanger 
G.P.,  300  on  Jan.  3rd,  500  on  July  25th,  600  flew  NE  on  Nov.  22nd. 
M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  c.250  on  July  25th.  Northolt  Aerodrome,  c.300  on 
Jan.  1st.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  210 on  Dec.  6th.  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  300  on 
Dec.  19th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  465  flew  W on  Jan.  10th.  Staines  Res., 
2,000  on  Dec.  31st.  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  no  large  move¬ 
ments  noted. 

K  Chipstead,  200  flew  SW  on  Jan.  10th.  Dartford  Marsh,  550  on  Feb. 
28th  and  1,200  on  Nov.  18th.  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  1,150  flew  SW  on 
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Jan.  10th.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  111  flew  SSE  on  Jan.  10th.  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  160  on  Oct.  2nd. 

S  Apps  Court  Farm,  Walton,  263  on  Jan.  4th.  Beddington  S.F. ,  350  on 
fields  and  500  flew  WSW  in  one  hour  on  Jan.  10th;  400  flew  WSW  in 
one  hour  on  Jan.  11th.  Field  Common,  400  on  Sept.  14th.  Ham 
Lands,  70  flew  SW  on  Jan.  10th.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  586  on  July  30th. 
Hook  Road,  Epsom,  120  in  February.  Tooting,  1,720  flew  WSW  in 
90  minutes  on  Jan.  10th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Feb. 
6th  (bm). 

170  Knot 

About  15  records  is  more  than  normal,  however  nine  of  these  were  in 
the  winter  (six  during  the  cold  weather  in  January)  which  is  distinctly 
unusual. 

E  Barking,  four  on  Apr.  25th  (lpp).  Fairlop,  one  on  Nov.  5th  (ndb). 

Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Sept.  13th  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  one  on  Sept.  16th  and  19th  (br,  gjw).  Kingsmead,  one 
on  Jan.  25th  (jht). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  July  23rd  (jas)  and  one  on  July  24th  (cl). 
Staines  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  8th  (mo),  Dec.  17th  to  18th  (gmh,  bar  et 
al.)  and  11  on  Dec.  24th  (cl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  17th  (gmh,  bar)  and  Jan.  23rd 
(cl). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (dd)  and  Oct.  18th  (cwn,  rw). 

Northfleet,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (bmu). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  11th  (gdjm).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res., 
two  on  Jan.  23rd  (cl). 

171  Sanderling 

May  passage  was  prominent  as  usual.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Fairlop  Lake,  one  on  May  24th  (cg).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on 
Jan.  11th  (cf),  three  from  Jan.  14th  to  18th  (ab /,  pjv  et  al.),  one  on 
May  20th  (rmc)  was  also  seen  at  Wm.  Girling  Res. ;  one  on  Aug.  9th 
(pj v  et  al.)  and  Oct.  17th  (ndb  et  al.).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept. 
6th  and  Oct.  17th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May  31st 
(gjw).  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  two  on  May  16th  (jf)  and  one  on  May  20th 
(rmc). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  May  25th  (gjw).  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on 
May  23rd  (spc)  and  four  on  May  24th  (shm,  jht). 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  one  on  Apr.  20th,  May  2nd  and  three  on  May 
3rd  and  9th  (pn  et  al.).  Perry  Oaks  S.F. ,  one  on  May  13th,  13  on  May 
23rd,  two  on  May  24th  and  one  from  July  24th  to  29th  (cl,  jas). 
Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  2nd  (pn  et  al.)  and  five  on  23rd  (gar). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  1st  and  Oct.  16th  (cl). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  21st  and  June  11th  (rbh).  Beddington 
S.F.,  one  from  July  23rd  to  25th  (gdjm).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res., 
two  on  Jan.  12th  (ml). 

175  Little  Stint 

With  spring  records  from  only  one  site  and  few  September  records, 
this  was  another  poor  year  for  this  diminutive  wader.  All  records  are 
given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  4th,  26th  and  two  on  Oct.  3rd  (mkd, 
asms). 
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H  Tyttenhanger  G.P. ,  two  from  July  22nd  to  23rd  and  one  on  Sept.  19th 
(mcb). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  8th  (bar).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one 
on  May  14th,  15th  and  31st  and  June  2nd,  four  on  July  24th,  one  from 
July  30th  to  Aug.  1st  and  on  Oct.  11th,  four  on  Oct.  18th,  one  on  Oct. 
23rd  and  two  on  Oct.  24th  (cl,  jas).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Oct.  16th 
(a.). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  18th  (cwn,  rw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  six  adults  on  July  19th  and  20th,  one  on  July  29th, 
three  on  July  31st  and  Aug.  1st,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  and  single  juveniles 
from  Sept.  17th  to  22nd  and  Oct.  16th  to  28th  (gdjm). 

176  Temminck’s  Stint 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  an  adult  from  July  21st  to  24th  (wgl,  gjw  et  al.). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  five  from  May  17th  to  19th,  with  two  remaining 
on  20th  (jas  et  al.).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  May  18th  flew  off  and 
singles  on  May  19th  and  23rd  were  both  thought  to  be  different  birds 
(cl,  jas). 


An  excellent  year,  these  five  records  involving  ten  birds  take  the 
London  Area  total  to  59  (77  birds).  The  flock  of  five  at  Kempton  is 
without  precedent  in  London  (although  it  did  coincide  with  a 
nationwide  influx);  two  birds  have  been  seen  together  on  ten 
occasions  and  three  together  on  three  occasions.  The  July  record  is 
only  the  second  in  that  month. 

182  Curlew  Sandpiper 

Seldom  has  one  locality  so  dominated  the  records  for  one  year;  by  the 
standards  of  recent  times  this  was  a  well  below  average  year. 

FI  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  1st  (shm). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  recorded  on  the  following  dates,  singly  except 
where  indicated:  May  23rd,  June  4th  and  5th,  June  10th  (2),  June 
12th,  July  24th  (2),  July  26th,  Aug.  17th  and  19th,  Sept.  2nd  and  4th, 
Sept.  20th  (2),  Sept.  24th  (3),  Sept.  26th  and  27th,  and  Oct.  1st  (2) 
(cl,  jas). 
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184  Dunlin 

Monthy  maxima  at  the  eight  main  sites  this  year  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


E  Barking  325  350  535  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Rainham  Marsh  1,000  500  300  40  —  —  —  30  —  50  500  600 

West  Thurrock  2,5002,000  —  50  —  —  —  30  —  —  —3,600 

M  King  George  VI  Res.  —  30  1  •  6  —  —  —  1  —  113  — 

Perry  Oaks  S.F.  63  —  5  6  16  9  59  65  11  2  29  42 

Staines  Moor  —  2  35  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  40  — 

Staines  Res.  7  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  39  84 

K  Dartford  Marsh  820  450  82  11  2  —  —  15  —  —  2001,000 


Once  again  the  increase  in  numbers  along  the  Lower  Thames  was 
encouragingly  maintained. 

Other  large  counts  and  inland  records  of  ten  or  more  and  an  Inner 
London  record  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  15  on  Jan.  14th. 

H  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  12  on  Mar.  3rd. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  four  double-figure  counts  between  Jan.  30th  and 
Feb.  20th,  maximum  of  12  on  Feb.  13th. 

K  Crossness,  c.200  on  Mar.  4th.  Stone  Marsh,  250  on  Feb.  13th. 
Swanscombe,  92  on  Dec.  30th. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  ten  on  July  21st.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at 
Battersea,  one  on  Jan.  14th  (bm). 


187  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 
1986  Additional  Record 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  an  adult  photographed  on  July  21st  (wv). 

The  fifth  record  of  this  Nearctic  wader  for  the  London  Area; 
previous  records  were  in  1954,  1977  and  1981  (2);  this  is  the  first 
outside  the  September  to  November  period. 


188  Ruff 


Monthly  maxima  at  the  main  localities  are  given  in  the  table  below. 
All  other  records  are  given  under  the  county  headings. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Max 

Jun 

Jul  Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Rainham  Marsh 

12 

— 

— 

6 

— 

1 

20 

1 

— 

6 

— ■' 

1 

H 

Tyttenhanger  G.P. 

1 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

Kempton  Park  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

5 

— 

2 

— ' 

1 

8 

6 

8 

11 

2 

— 

Perry  Oaks  S.F. 

10 

— 

— 

28 

5 

1 

7 

13 

5 

12 

3 

— 

Staines  Moor 

6 

— 

2 

2 

10 

8 

— 

Staines  Res. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

10 

16 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

— 

6 

— 

25 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

s 

Beddington  S.F. 

1 

— 

6 

17 

— 

— 

2 

2 

10 

1 

1 

4 

Widespread  and  numerous  on  passage  in  April  this  year,  the  best  for 
many  years;  autumn  and  winter  numbers  were  similar  to  recent 
years. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr.  9th  and  four  on  19th.  King  George  V 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  14th.  Leyton-Hackney,  one  on  Sept.  2nd. 
Walthamstow  Res. ,  one  on  Mar.  10th  and  1 1th.  West  Thurrock,  one 
on  Jan.  22nd.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  29th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  11th  and  12th.  Kingsmead,  one  on  Feb. 
6th. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  12th. 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  25th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  12th. 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  11th  and  three  on  Jan.  12th  and  17th. 
K  Crossness,  one  on  Mar.  4th  and  Dec.  15th.  Swanscombe,  one  on 
Dec.  30th. 
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S  Mitcham  Common,  17  flew  N  on  Mar.  25th.  Walton  G.P.,  one  on 
July  16th. 

189  Jack  Snipe 

The  maximum  number  of  individuals  recorded  each  month  is  given  in 
the  table  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Sites 

14 

16 

8 

5 

4 

8 

14 

Birds 

32 

27 

17 

9 

4 

22 

23 

Birds  were  reported  from  35  sites  this  year,  about  the  same  as  last 
year  though  numbers  of  birds  were  generally  higher.  Dagenham 
Chase  again  held  the  largest  regular  gathering,  with  five  from 
January  to  March  and  four  in  November  (mkd),  but  the  largest  count 
was  often  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Jan.  12th  (gdjm).  Two  birds  were  at 
Fairlop  as  late  as  Apr.  20th  (cg);  the  first  in  autumn  was  on  a  damp 
lawn  at  Hanwell  from  Oct.  26th  to  28th  (sph). 

190  Snipe 

Breeding  season  records,  highest  counts  and  an  Inner  London  record 
are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  145  on  Dec.  27th.  Rainham  Marsh,  60  on  Jan.  31st 
and  120  on  Dec.  19th. 

H  Bell  Lane  G.P.,  one  pair  bred;  elsewhere,  one  bird  drumming  at 
Broad  Colney  on  May  5th  and  one  ‘chipping’  on  Apr.  28th.  Amwell 
G.P.,  40  on  Jan.  2nd  and  55  on  Dec.  20th.  Broxbourne  G.P.,  100  on 
Dec.  22nd.  Cassiobury  W.C.B.,  60  on  Jan.  18th. 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  61  on  Feb.  15th  and  75  on  Oct.  8th.  Staines  Moor, 
120  on  Apr.  3rd.  Staines  Res.,  136  on  Dec.  22nd. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c.  1,000  on  Jan.  1st.  and  c.700  on  Dec.  27th. 
Littlebrook  G.P.,  48  on  Nov.  1st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  41  on  Dec. 
31st. 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  55  on  Dec.  30th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one 
on  Mar.  29th  (dam). 

Very  high  numbers  at  Dartford  Marsh  at  both  ends  of  the  year, 
otherwise  similar  to  1986,  with  breeding  again  proved  at  Bell  Lane 
G.P.  (h);  ten  sites  recorded  gatherings  of  more  than  50  birds. 

193  Long-billed  Dowitcher 

M  King  George  VI  Res.  and  Staines  Moor,  one  from  Oct.  4th  to  7th  and 
Oct.  24th  to  Nov.  10th,  also  seen  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Oct.  8th, 
10th,  18th  and  Nov.  4th  (sb /,  jah,  pn  et  ai). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This,  the  second 
record  for  London,  was  found  at  a  completely  unexpected  location  - 
the  concrete-banked  King  George  VI  Res.  It  never  fed  at  this 
locality,  always  flying  to  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  or  Staines  Moor  to  feed.  Its 
unpredictable  movements  meant  that  it  was  seen  by  only  relatively 
few  people.  The  first  record  was  at  Staines  Res.  in  October  1977. 

194  Woodcock 


All  records  in  the  winter  months  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Sightings 

22 

5 

15 

— 

3 

im 

Total  Birds 

30 

6 

15 

— 

3 

2 

Winter  numbers  were  lower  this  year,  with  peak  sightings  during  the 
cold  weather  in  January. 
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In  the  breeding  season  birds  were  seen  at  the  following  localities 
(minimum  number  of  birds  in  brackets). 

E  Long  Running  (1).  Ongar  (1). 

H  Balls  Wood  (1).  Bishop’s  Wood  (1).  Box  Woods  (2).  Broxbourne 
Woods  (3).  Hertford  Heath  (2).  Hoddesdon  Park  Wood  (1). 
Northaw  Great  Wood  (2).  In  addition,  four  to  six  birds  were 
regularly  seen  at  Panshanger  in  August. 

K  Westerham  Wood  (1). 

S  Ashtead  Common  (3).  Bookham  Common  (1).  Epsom  Common  (2). 
Headley  Heath  (1).  Horton  Country  Park  (1).  Oxshott  Woods  (1). 
Titsey  Wood  (2).  West  End  Common  (1). 

1986  Additional  Records 

M  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Jan.  1st  and  Feb.  11th  (bm). 

195  Black-tailed  Godwit 

A  good  spread  of  records,  both  throughout  the  year  as  well  as  across 
the  Area.  Several  groups  of  birds  arrived  as  a  result  of  the  fierce 
storm  of  Oct.  15th/16th.  All  records  are  given. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  three  on  Oct.  16th  (gjw,  cc).  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  two 
on  Apr.  4th  and  one  on  May  7th  (mcb,  spc). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  two  on  July  22nd  (rbh)  and  27th  (frc),  one,  an 
adult,  staying  until  Aug.  2nd,  then  three  juveniles  from  Sept.  6th  to 
9th,  with  two  remaining  until  16th  (cl  et  al.).  King  George  VI  Res., 
one  from  Feb.  7th  to  15th  (pn  et  al. )  was  seen  at  Staines  Moor  on  Feb. 
13th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  20th,  Aug.  1st  and  three  on  Oct. 
8th  (cl,  jas).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  June  6th  (hrg).  Staines 
Moor,  singles  on  Feb.  13th  and  Mar.  8th  (cl),  16  on  Apr.  11th  (pn  et 
al .),  with  two  remaining  on  Apr.  12th  (cl),  one  on  Oct.  4th  (jah),  13 
on  Oct.  16th  (cl)  and  two  on  Oct.  19th  (jah,  avm,  pn).  Staines  Res. , 
seven  flying  SSW  at  11.55  hrs.  on  Oct.  16th  (djm,  gar),  were  later 
seen  at  Staines  Moor. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  and  two  on  Sept.  8th  (dd). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  17  adults  on  July  18th,  in  two  groups  of  seven  and 
ten,  ana  one  adult  on  July  21st  (gdjm,  pra).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  three  on 
Sept.  19th  (mwf  per  sdbs). 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

These  fourteen  records  (17  bird/days)  continue  the  disappointing  run 
since  Staines  Res.  was  last  empty  during  the  spring  (1985).  The 
largest  count  was  of  only  three  birds.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Barking,  one  on  Mar.  28th  (lpp).  Fairlop,  one  on  May  3rd  (cg). 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  22nd  (cl).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Jan. 
22nd  (cl)  and  May  4th  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  11th 
(pjv). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (gjw,  br,  mb/:)  and  July  27th 
(twg).  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  24th  (spc). 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Oct.  16th  was  with  Black-tailed  Godwits  (cl). 

Staines  Res. ,  singles  on  Apr.  25th  (pn)  and  Dec.  24th  (dbh,  cl,  sgp). 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (ajm)  and  three  on  May  7th  (cl). 

198  Whimbrel 

A 

Spring  passage  commenced  on  Apr.  20th,  with  records  from  three 
localities  and  had  tailed  off  by  May  17th.  Autumn  passage  spread 
from  July  11th  until  Sept.  13th.  The  total  of  75  bird/days  during  the 
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year  is  just  about  average;  no  flock  exceeded  nine  birds. 

E  Belhus  Park  G.P.,  three  on  Apr.  27th  (mja).  Fairlop,  one  on  Apr. 
20th  (cg).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  2nd  (mkd)  and  July  16th 
(crj) .  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Apr.  24th,  two  on  Apr.  26th  and  30th 
and  May  3rd,  one  on  May  4th  and  7th,  two  on  July  11th,  one  on  July 
14th,  four  on  Aug.  1st,  one  on  Aug.  8th  and  10th,  three  on  Aug.  15th 
and  one  on  Aug.  19th  and  27th  (mo).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  July 
14th  and  15th  (ab /,  pjv). 

H  Amwell  G.P. ,  one  flew  N  on  Apr.  20th,  two  flew  S  on  Apr.  22nd,  one 
flew  W  on  July  27th  (gjw,  br),  three  flew  W  on  Aug.  8th,  and  one  on 
Aug.  21st  and  23rd  (gjw,  hpm,  twg).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  July 
25th  and  Aug.  9th  (rmrg).  Rye  Park,  four  flew  W  on  Aug. 8th  (gjw). 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  and  24th  (hpeg)  and  four  on 
May  17th  (cb). 

M  Bedfont  Quarry,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (rrg).  Dewe’s  Farm  G.P.,  nine 
flew  NE  on  Apr.  27th  (pn).  King  George  VI  Res.,  singles  on  Apr. 
25th  (rbh,  avm,  pn)  and  Sept.  13th  (avm,  pn).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one 
on  Sept.  1st  (jas).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  one  flew  SW  on  Aug.  1st 
(hrg).  Inner  London:  Clifton  Gardens,  W9,  at  least  one  flew  over, 
calling,  at  23.50  hrs.  on  May  17th  (dhr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (rrg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Apr.  20th  (cbr),  July  20th  (pra),  Aug. 
2nd  and  24th,  two  on  Aug.  25th  and  one  on  Sept.  13th  (gdjm).  Island 
Barn  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (ml). 

1986  Additional  Record 
E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (cl). 

199  Curlew 

All  records  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  12  —  5  11  —  5  4  6  4  11  1  2 

Total  Birds  20  —  7  16  —  5  4  14  4  19  1  2 

There  were  no  large  flocks  and  fewer  records  than  usual  this  year. 
Nine  of  the  October  records,  involving  17  birds,  were  on  16th,  after 
the  storm  of  Oct.  15th/16th.  The  largest  count  was  six  at  Beddington 
S.F.  on  Aug.  8th. 

201  Spotted  Redshank 

There  were  three  spring  records  this  year;  apart  from  a  solitary  bird 
on  July  4th,  autumn  passage  extended  from  Aug.  1st  to  Sept.  22nd. 
The  good  total  of  84  bird/days  was  largely  due  to  a  good  run  of 
records  at  Kempton  Park  Res.  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F.;  the  count  of 
seven  birds  at  the  latter  site  is  the  best  in  London  since  1978. 

E  Chigwell,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (cg).  Fairlop,  one  on  Apr.  12th  (cg)  and 
Sept.  13th  (ab/).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  30th  and  Sept. 
19th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  4th  (mkd),  three  on  Aug. 
23rd  (ab/)  and  one  on  Sept.  13th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on 
Apr.  24th,  Aug.  17th  (mkd)  and  Aug.  28th  (cl). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (mh).  Coopers  Green  G.P.,  one  on 
Aug.  23rd  and  28th  (ab).  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  1st  (spc. 
shm). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  in  partial  summer  plumage  on  Apr.  28th 
(jas,  jppw);  two  juveniles  on  Aug.  9th,  then  singles  reported  on  most 
days  from  Aug.  27th  to  Sept.  22nd,  with  three  on  Sept.  6th  (mo). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1987 


61 


King  George  VI  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  30th,  one  on  Sept.  5th  and  two 
on  Sept.  6th  (avm,  pn,  jah).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  21st  and 
23rd,  two  on  Aug.  24th,  seven  on  Aug.  26th  and  27th  and,  finally, 
two  on  Aug.  30th  (cl,  jas). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  juveniles  on  Aug.  11th  (mjn,  gdjm),  an  adult 
and  two  juveniles  from  Aug.  25th  to  27th,  the  adult  remaining  until 
Sept.  5th  (gdjm). 

202  Redshank 

Breeding  season  records,  larger  counts  in  each  county  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Highest  monthly  counts  at  the  two  main  wintering  sites  are  given  in 
the  table  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Rainham  Marsh  130  145  105  40  30  50  100  150 

West  Thurrock  —  450  240  50  —  300  —  1,000 

Bred  at  the  following  sites  (numbers  of  pairs  in  brackets):  Berwick 
Ponds  (2),  Fishers  Green  (1),  Rainham  Marsh  (12),  Hall  Marsh  (1) 
and  West  Thurrock  (5).  Additionally,  one  pair  probably  bred  at 
Dagenham  Chase. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  16  on  July  15th.  Bell  Lane  G.P.,  two  pairs  in  June. 
Coopers  Green  G.P.,  15  on  Apr.  12th;  two  pairs  on  June  24th  were 
possibly  breeding.  Smug  Oak  Lane,  one  pair  attempted  to  breed. 
Tyttenhanger  G.P. ,  up  to  12  in  April  and  May;  one  pair  attempted  to 
breed. 

M  Highest  monthly  counts  at  the  six  main  sites  are  given  in  the  table 
below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Kempton  Park  Res.  —  2  2  9  12  5  2  —  —  —  —  — 

King  George  VI  Res.  —  38  10  48  12  2  —  22  1 

Perry  Oaks  S.F.  3  2  5  6  18  25  10  1  —  8  1  — 

Queen  Mary  Res.  8  6  2  8  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  5 

Staines  Moor  1  1  6  9  2  —  —  —  —  6  —  — 

Staines  Res.  6  —  2  3  7  1  3  —  —  1  17  23 


The  only  other  site  to  hold  more  than  six  was  Springwell  W.C.B., 
with  eight  on  Jan.  21st.  The  only  proof  of  breeding  was  at  Perry  Oaks 
S.F. ,  where  two  pairs  raised  four  young.  Elsewhere,  there  was  a  pair 
at  Frays  Meadows,  Uxbridge,  in  June  and  a  pair  displaying  at 
Highway  Farm,  Harefield,  on  Apr.  4th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  May  22nd  (TRDf). 

B  The  only  record  of  more  than  one  was  of  two  at  Queen  Mother  Res. 
on  Jan.  20th. 

K  Crossness,  25  on  Nov.  17th.  Dartford  Marshes,  monthly  maxima 
were  250  in  January,  124  in  February,  45  in  June,  95  in  November  and 
120  in  December.  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  20  on  Jan.  17th.  Stone 
Marshes,  50  on  Jan.  25th.  Swanscombe,  51  on  Dec.  30th.  In  the 
breeding  season,  at  least  ten  pairs  were  displaying  at  Dartford  Marsh 
in  May. 

S  The  highest  count  was  12  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Oct.  16th,  when 
there  were  also  six  at  Hersham  G.P.  There  were  nine  other  counts  of 
three  or  more  at  five  sites,  including  ten  at  Hogsmill  S.F.  on  Mar. 
12th.  Recorded  in  the  breeding  season  as  follows:  Buckland  S.P., 
one  pair  bred  but  was  not  successful;  Hogsmill  S.F.,  two  pairs  raised 
at  least  two  young.  Inner  London:  one  by  River  Thames  near  County 
Hall  on  Jan.  18th  (cs),  at  Southwark  Bridge  on  Feb.  4th  (dj)  and  at 
Battersea  on  Nov.  8th  (bm). 
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204  Greenshank 

Spring  records  were  received  from  15  sites  -  a  good  spread  -  spanning 
the  period  from  Apr.  13th  to  June  5th.  During  the  autumn,  passage 
ran  from  July  5th  until  Oct.  1st  and  involved  37  sites,  slightly  better 
than  the  norm  of  recent  years.  The  highest  count  was  38  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  July  22nd.  Autumn  passage  records  are  sum¬ 
marised;  all  other  records  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr.  27th,  May  11th  and  May  25th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  three  on  May  23rd  and  two  on  May  29th.  Walthamstow  Res. , 
one  on  Apr.  24th.  West  Thurrock,  one  on  May  5th.  Recorded  at  ten 
sites  in  autumn,  including  peak  counts  of  ten  to  12  at  West  Thurrock 
on  Aug.  19th  and  six  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Sept.  12th  and  13th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  24th  and  May  10th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one 
on  Apr.  27th.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  23rd,  two  from  Apr. 
26th  to  30th,  one  from  May  2nd  to  9th  and  May  18th  and  19th. 
Recorded  at  nine  sites  in  autumn,  generally  singly;  the  largest  counts 
were  of  three  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  on  Aug.  18th  and  Sept.  2nd. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  June  5th;  in  autumn,  recorded  almost 
continuously  from  July  9th  to  Sept.  14th,  with  peak  counts  of  11  on 
Aug.  14th  and  23rd  and  19  on  Aug.  20th.  King  George  VI  Res. ,  up  to 
six  on  13  dates  between  July  18th  and  Sept.  16th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
one  on  May  9th  and  15th,  with  two  on  May  11th;  no  more  than  two  on 
six  dates  in  July  and  August.  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  8th;  in 
autumn,  reported  on  only  three  dates,  with  maximum  of  five  on  Sept. 
6th  (from  King  George  VI  Res.).  Records  of  one  or  two  at  six  other 
sites  in  autumn.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  over,  calling, 
on  Apr.  13th  (trd?). 

B  The  only  record  was  of  one  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Apr.  28th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  24th  and  30th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one 
on  Apr.  23rd  and  May  23rd.  In  autumn,  reported  at  four  sites  with  a 
maximum  of  three  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Aug.  31st. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Apr.  24th  and  May  25th;  in  autumn, 
recorded  between  July  6th  and  Sept.  9th,  with  exceptional  counts  of 
38  adults  on  July  22nd  and  29  juveniles  on  Aug.  23rd.  In  contrast, 
there  was  only  a  single  bird  at  each  of  four  other  localities  in  autumn. 


208  Green  Sandpiper 

Up  to  six  birds  were  reported  from  32  localities  in  January  and 
February,  and  up  to  seven  at  19  sites  in  November  and  December, 
both  peak  counts  coming  from  Rainham  Marsh.  There  were  records 
of  up  to  four  at  24  sites  in  April,  but  only  four  singles  in  May.  Autumn 
passage  numbers  were  high  in  September  as  well  as  July  and  August 
this  year,  with  a  good  sprinkling  of  records  in  June  (the  first  on  13th), 
four  sites  holding  ten  or  more  birds.  As  last  year,  the  peak  count  was 
at  Rainham  Marsh  in  August.  Summaries  and  highest  counts  for  each 
sector  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  30  on  Aug.  9th  and  25  on  Sept.  6th.  West  Thurrock, 
ten  to  12  on  Aug.  8th.  Maximum  elsewhere  seven,  at  Netherhall  G.P. 
on  Aug.  15th;  no  more  than  four  at  13  other  sites. 

H  Coopers  Green  G.P.,  eight  on  July  30th.  Rye  House  Marsh,  nine  on 
Aug.  1st.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  eight  on  Sept.  13th.  Up  to  four  at  six  other 
sites  in  autumn. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  11  on  Aug.  21st.  No  more  than  six  at  eight  other 
sites. 
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B  Three  records  of  singles  and  one  of  two  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  on 
Nov.  7th. 

K  Reported  at  only  three  sites  in  autumn,  with  four  at  Sevenoaks 
Reserve  in  August  and  September. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  ten  on  July  24th.  Reported  from  only  four  other 
sites  in  autumn;  as  last  year,  more  widespread  though  not  more 
numerous  in  the  winter  months.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park  Lake, 
one  on  Aug.  24th  (bm). 

1986  Additional  Records 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  up  to  three  in  January,  autumn  passage  from  June 
21st  to  Oct.  10th,  with  five  on  first  date  and  peak  count  of  seven  from 
July  16th  to  20th;  one  occasionally  in  November  and  December. 


209  Wood  Sandpiper 


Almost  everything  about  this  year’s  records  was  exceptional.  Firstly, 
the  spring  passage  (12  birds  at  ten  sites)  was  the  best  ever,  secondly, 
the  record  on  June  5th  was  extremely  unusual.  Thirdly,  the  autumn 
passage  was  also  the  best  ever,  certainly  in  terms  of  birds,  if  not  the 
actual  number  of  sites  (15).  The  flocks  of  18  at  Rammey  Marsh  and 
14  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  have  only  been  approached  in  size  once  before 
in  London,  in  1952,  when  there  were  up  to  ten  birds  at  Perry  Oaks  in 
July  and  17  in  August.  Finally,  the  last  bird  of  the  autumn,  on  Nov. 
1st,  was  also  very  late. 


E  Fairlop,  one  on  Sept.  19th,  20th  and  22nd  (cg,  mkd,  ab /).  Netherhall 
G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  May  16th 
and  July  18th  and  two  on  Aug.  9th  (mkd,  spg).  Wm.  Girling  Res., 
one  on  July  25th  (ac). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  July  18th  and  Aug.  10th  (br,  twg).  Bell  Lane 
G.P.,  two  on  July  25th  (jht).  Kingsmead,  one  from  May  10th  to  15th 
(pt  et  al. )  and  one  on  July  22nd  (adw) .  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  one  on  Aug. 
14th,  15th  and  29th  (rmrg,  gjw,  mh).  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on 
May  2nd  and  July  24th  (hpeg,  shm). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  May  7th,  June  5th  and  July  24th  (jas, 
cl),  with  one  continuously  from  Aug.  13th  to  23rd  (frc  etal.).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  recorded  on  the  following  dates,  singly  except  where 
indicated:  May  9th  and  10th,  11th  (2),  14th  and  15th  (2),  18th  and 
19th;  July  20th  (2),  23rd  (8),  24th  (14),  26th  (7),  27th  (8),  29th,  30th 
14),  31st  (2),  Aug.  19th,  21st,  23rd  and  24th,  26th  and  27th  and  30th 
(cl,  jas).  Rammey  Marsh,  18  on  July  21st,  with  numbers  declining  as 
follows:  22nd  (6-7),  23rd  (6),  24th  (5),  25th  (4),  26th  (2),  27th  to  30th 
11)  (sc).  Staines  Moor,  a  very  late  bird  on  Oct.  31st  and  Nov.  1st 
(rbh,  avm,  pn). 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  one  on  May  6th  (mjn),  three  on  July  22nd,  rising  to 
four  on  23rd  and  five  on  24th,  with  one  staying  to  30th,  then  one  on 
Aug.  23rd  and  24th,  a  juvenile  from  Sept.  6th  to  8th,  another  from 
Sept.  11th  to  15th  and  finally  two  on  Sept.  16th.  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one 
on  July  20th  and  23rd  (jg  per  sdbs,  wri). 


1986  Additional  Record 

S  Buckland  S.P.,  one  on  Aug.  25th,  26th  and  28th  (id). 
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211  Common  Sandpiper 

Peak  monthly  counts  at  the  most  well-watched  localities  are  given  in 
the  table  below. 


Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

E 

King  George  V  Res. 

3 

10 

— 

5 

14 

10 

4 

Rainham  Marsh 

3 

— 

— 

25 

5 

— 

2 

Walthamstow  Res. 

2 

3 

— 

— 

8 

1 

— 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

— 

2 

1 

24 

26 

14 

— 

H 

Amwell  G.P. 

2 

11 

2 

12 

10 

— 

1 

Hilfield  Park  Res. 

— 

6 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

1 

2 

— 

9 

8 

5 

— 

Tyttenhanger  G.P. 

3 

3 

1 

15 

7 

7 

1 

M 

Brent  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

40 

3 

— 

— 

Broadwater  G.P. 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Kempton  Park  Res. 

— 

2 

— 

6 

6 

2 

— 

King  George  VI  Res. 

— 

4 

— 

24 

22 

7 

1 

Perry  Oaks  S.F. 

1 

2 

— 

20 

21 

9 

1 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

— 

1 

1 

14 

3 

1 

1 

Rammey  Marsh 

— 

1 

— 

16 

11 

9 

— 

Staines  Res. 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Wraysbury  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

13 

9 

2 

1 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

1 

— 

— 

19 

16 

6 

— 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

4 

3 

S 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

2 

10 

— 

9 

13 

9 

1 

Beddington  S.F. 

2 

4 

— 

32 

14 

10 

1 

Totals 

24 

67 

5 

288 

203 

100 

18 

Passage  was  heavier  than  last  year,  with  the  peak  in  July,  not  August, 
and  passage  extending  into  October.  The  maximum  of  40  at  Brent 
Res.  in  July  consisted  of  a  single  flock  on  the  same  day  as  the  count  of 
18  Wood  Sandpipers  at  Rammey  Marsh.  The  majority  of  the  July  and 
August  counts  fell  into  the  period  from  mid-month  to  mid-month, 
with  the  July  figures  being  much  higher  than  usual. 

Breeding  season  records,  sightings  outside  the  period  covered  by  the 
table  (April  to  October),  notable  counts  from  other  sites  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  28th  and  Dec.  14th.  King  George  V 
Res.,  one  on  Dec.  21st  and  30th.  North  Woolwich,  one  on  Dec.  8th. 
Rainham,  two  birds  at  both  ends  of  the  year. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  pair  was  displaying  at  the  end  of  May. 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  15th,  19th  and  30th  and  Dec.  17th. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  10th  (hb),  11th  and 
14th  and  July  23rd  (TRDf) . 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Mar.  15th  and  Nov.  15th. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  16  on  July  22nd.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at 
Battersea,  singles  on  Apr.  22nd,  May  1st,  July  31st  and  Sept.  3rd. 
Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  22nd  and  Sept.  17th  (bm). 


1986  Additional  Records 

Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct 
M  Rammey  Marsh  —  2  —  1  21  1  — 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  25th,  May  13th,  June 
12th  and  two  on  Aug.  11th  (bm). 


. 

ABOVE:  Sabine’s  Gull  ( juvenile )  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  October  1987. 
(Photo:  J.  A.  Hazell). 

BELOW:  Sabine’s  Gull  (adult)  at  Queen  Mother  Res.,  October  1987. 
(Photo:  A.  V.  Moon). 


ABOVE:  Sabine's  Gull  (adult)  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  October  1987. 
(Photo:  Dr.  P.  Gass  on). 


BELOW:  Sabine's  Gull  (adult)  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  October  1987. 
(Photo:  A.  V.  Moon). 
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213  Turnstone 


The  above  histogram  depicts  all  records  of  Turnstone  between  1950  and  1987 
(559  in  all).  This  shows  two  clearly  defined  peaks  in  spring  and  autumn,  which 
is  a  pattern  that  might  be  expected  for  a  wader  that  breeds  in  the  high  Arctic. 
The  spring  passage  reaches  its  well  defined  peak  in  early  May.  During  the 
autumn,  however,  although  the  peak  is  not  as  sharp  as  that  in  spring,  records 
are  more  numerous  and  are  spread  out  over  a  longer  period.  The  return  of 
birds  in  the  autumn  reaches  a  sudden  peak  in  late  July  and  mostly  consists  of 
adult  birds,  with  juveniles  becoming  predominant  from  mid-August.  Records 
during  the  winter  are  most  numerous  in  December  and  January  and  almost 
certainly  involve  birds  forced  into  the  Area  from  the  coast,  as  a  result  of  cold 
weather. 

Records  spread  across  eight  months  of  the  year;  four  records  were 
during  the  cold  weather  in  January  with  only  one  at  the  end  of  the 
year  in  December.  There  were  no  significant  counts.  All  records  are 
given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  13th,  14th,  17th,  18th  and  25th 
(ab /,  pab,  pjv),  two  on  May  17th  and  19th  (pjv,  jf etal.),  one  on  May 
20th  (rmc),  two  on  Aug.  24th  and  one  on  Aug.  31st  (pjv).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  17th  (spg).  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  2nd 
(lg).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Jan.  31st  (ab/),  Aug.  19th,  21st, 
23rd  and  27th  (mkd,  pn,  avm).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  23rd 
and  24th  (pab,  pjv  et  al .)  and  Aug.  2nd  (ab/). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  May  4th  and  Aug.  22nd  (gjw). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  May  25th  (avm,  pn).  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
two  on  July  24th,  one  on  July  29th  and  one  on  Aug.  23rd,  26th  and 
30th  (cl,  jas).  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  July  21st  and  22nd  (sc). 
Staines  Res. ,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (bar)  and  Aug.  8th  (res).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  one  on  Feb.  1st  (rbh,  jah,  avm,  pn)  and  July  25th  (cdrh). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  singles  on  Jan.  30th,  Feb.  1st  and  6th  (cl,  rbh) 
and  Oct.  19th  (avm,  pn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  18th  (cw n,  rw)  and  Dec.  19th  (sjg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (wr).  Beddington  S.F.,  two 
adults  on  July  21st  (pra,  gdjm). 
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215  Red-necked  Phalarope 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  first  year  bird  from  Oct.  17th  to  24th. 
originally  with  Grey  Phalaropes,  moved  to  Staines  Res.  from  Oct. 
29th  to  Nov.  5th,  then  again  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Nov.  7th  and 
8th  (irh,  cl,  pmt  et  al.). 

This  is  the  12th  record  for  the  London  Area,  a  product  of  the  storm  of 
Oct.  16th.  Although  initially  accompanied  by  seven  Grey  Phalar¬ 
opes,  it  finally  outstayed  them  all  and  gave  many  observers  close 
views  at  Staines  Res. 


216  Grey  Phalarope 

A  major  influx  followed  the  fierce  storm  of  Oct.  15th/16th  with  11 
records  involving  a  minimum  of  15  birds.  The  timing  of  this  'wreck' 
was  typical,  although  twice  as  many  birds  arrived  as  on  any  previous 
occasion.  Additionally,  the  flocks  of  seven  (at  King  George  VI  Res.) 
and  three  (at  King  George  V  Res.)  were  quite  unique  in  London, 
since  no  more  than  two  birds  had  been  seen  together  before.  These 
were  the  first  records  since  1984.  (See  photograph  opposite  p.32). 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  16th  (gjw),  three  from  Oct.  17th  to 
23rd  (ab /,  lg,  pab  et  al .),  with  one  remaining  until  Oct.  28th  (db. 
ab /,  sc). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  seven  on  Oct.  17th  (cl,  irh,  pmt),  declining  to 
six  on  Oct.  18th  and  19th  (jah,  avm,  pn)  and  four  on  Oct.  20th 
(rbh).  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  two  on  Oct.  16th  and  one  from  Oct.  17th  to 
19th  (mo).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Oct.  17th  (djm).  Staines  Res.,  two 
on  Oct.  16th  (jas,  ass,  cl)  and  17th  (gjp). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res. ,  two  on  Oct.  16th  (mlb,  res)  and  one  from  Oct. 
17th  to  19th  (mo). 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  one  between  15.30  and  16.45  hrs.  on  Oct. 
16th  (ajm). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  from  Oct.  16th  to  18th  (sb/-,  rrl.  dap  et  al.). 
Beddington  S.F.,  an  adult  from  Oct.  19th  to  22nd  (gdjm).  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  18th  (irh,  pmt). 

217  Pomarine  Skua 

M  Wraysbury  Res. ,  a  juvenile  apparently  present  for  most  of  the  day  on 
Oct.  17th  (dpb,  tag,  cl.  rjs). 

K  Stone  Marsh,  a  juvenile  preening  on  a  frozen  lake  margin  on  Jan. 
18th  (ph,  ajm). 

This  former  rarity  has  now  occurred  three  years  in  a  row  and  these 
are  the  15th  and  16th  records  for  the  London  Area.  The  Kent  bird 
came  hot  on  the  heels  of  the  first  ever  January  records  in  1986.  The 
other  bird  was  a  storm  victim,  on  a  date  typical  for  this  species. 

217/8  Skua  sp. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  probable  Pomarine  on  Oct.  16th  flew  off 
towards  Wraysbury  Res.  with  two  Great  Skuas  at  about  14.30  hrs. 
(res). 

M  Staines  Res. ,  a  Pomarine  or  Arctic  Skua  flew  W  at  08. 15  hrs.  on  Oct. 
16th  (jas). 

It  seems  likely  that  both  these  records  relate  to  the  Pomarine  Skua 
seen  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  Oct.  17th. 
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218  Arctic  Skua 

Three  typical  records  in  a  six-day  span  were  followed  by  only  one 
individual  brought  inland  by  the  October  storm. 

K  Bromley  Common,  a  light-phase  bird  visited  a  trout  pond  on  Sept. 
13th  (adc,  ci).  River  Thames  at  Dartford  Marsh,  a  light-phase  adult 
flew  upriver  on  Sept.  18th  (dd). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three,  probably  all  adults,  flew  through  low  then 
departed  to  the  SW  on  Sept.  14th  (rbh).  Croham  Hurst  G.C.,  a 
light-phase  bird  flew  slowly  SW  at  10.45  hrs.  on  Oct.  16th  (ph/,  jl, 
ol). 

220  Great  Skua 

M  Muswell  Hill,  N10,  one  picked  up  on  Oct.  16th  was  released  at  Queen 
Mother  Res.  on  Oct.  17th,  where  it  flew  off  strongly  (rb,  nb,  rspca). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  three  flew  S  on  Oct.  16th  (cl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  two  flew  S  towards  Wraysbury  Res.  at  about 
14.30  hrs.  on  Oct.  16th  (gar,  res)  and  one  was  seen  on  the  17th 
(mb«). 

These  were  the  first  Great  Skuas  in  London  for  three  years. 
Unfortunately  it  is  impossible  to  tell  if  the  storm  blew  in  four  birds  or 
as  many  as  seven.  There  has  never  been  an  influx  of  this  species 
before,  nor  were  there  any  previous  October  sightings,  a  surprising 
fact  in  view  of  the  dominance  of  autumn  records. 

222  Mediterranean  Gull 

This  was  another  good  year  with  a  minimum  of  about  24  birds, 
including  four  remaining  from  1986.  All  but  two  of  the  new  arrivals 
occurred  before  mid-March  or  after  early  November.  Both  excep¬ 
tions  were  in  July  and  included  the  first  juvenile  ever  seen  in  London. 
As  usual  most  were  first-winter  birds  and  the  range  of  habitats  visited 
by  this  gull  was  as  wide  as  ever.  How  many  more  occur  on  unwatched 
fields,  recreation  grounds  and  trading  estates? 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Nov.  17th  and  20th  (rmc). 
Rainham  Marsh,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  31st  and  an  adult  on  Nov. 
7th  (mkd).  Waltham  Abbey,  a  second-winter  bird  on  Nov.  18th  (sc  et 
al.).  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  adult  on  Jan.  2nd  (cw).  West  Thurrock, 
single  first-winter  birds  on  Mar.  14th  (mkd)  and  July  12th  (rpb). 
Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  10th  (gjw)  and  Feb.  1st 
(hpm). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  26th  (gjw).  Broxbourne 
G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  24th  (gjw)  and  a  second-winter  bird 
on  Feb.  4th  (wgl).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  second-winter  bird  on  Nov. 
18th  (sc,  gjw) .  Croxley  Green,  West  Watford,  an  adult  and  a 
first-winter  bird  remained  from  1986  until  Mar.  10th  (mo),  the  adult 
staying  until  Mar.  22nd;  presumably  the  same  adult  returned  on  Nov. 
29th  and  stayed  till  the  year’s  end  (pjs^  et  al.). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  20th  (cl).  Edmonton 
Rubbish  Tip,  an  adult  on  Jan.  7th  (ac).  Enfield  Lock,  the  first-winter 
bird  found  on  Dec.  19th  1986  remained  until  Mar.  22nd  (sc  et  al.). 
Ponders  End  Trading  Estate,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Nov.  24th  and 
Dec.  28th  (sc).  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  on  Dec'.  17th  (gmh,  bar). 
B  Langley  Marish  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  11th  and  14th  (cl, 
paw).  Queen  Mother  Res.,  an  adult  on  Jan.  17th  (rbh)  and  a 
first-winter  bird  on  Mar.  6th  (cdrh). 
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K  Dartford/Littlebrook,  an  adult  on  Dec.  29th  (ajm,  bew).  Stone 
Marsh,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Mar.  16th  and  17th  (bew). 

S  Beddington  S.F. ,  an  adult  on  Jan.  3rd,  Feb.  26th  and  Mar.  2nd  (rg J, 
gdjm)  was  also  a  regular  visitor  to  Carshalton  Park  between  Jan. 
24th  and  Mar.  20th;  on  July  27th  a  juvenile  was  present  then 
presumably  the  same  adult  returned  on  Nov.  5th,  subsequently  being 
seen  at  Carshalton  Park  and  Ponds  on  Nov.  7th,  Dec.  12th  and  20th 
(gdjm). 


225  Little  Gull 


The  bird/day  total  for  each  county  in  each  month  is  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Essex 

— 

— 

— 

29 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

202 

1 

1 

Herts. 

— 

1 

— 

28 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Middx. 

1 

— 

— 

45 

— 

— 

3 

9 

35 

224 

— 

— 

Bucks. 

10 

1 

1 

15 

'IZ 

— 

— 

ivem 

Surrey 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

83 

— 

— 

Total 

12 

2 

0 

103 

0 

0 

4 

16 

41 

559 

1 

1 

There  was  an  astronomical  total  of  739  bird/days  caused  partly  by  an 
exceptional  April  passage  but  principally  by  the  October  storm.  Of 
the  year’s  total  of  about  407  birds,  some  252  (61.9%)  arrived 
following  this  storm.  This  annual  total  of  birds  is  nearly  five  times  the 
annual  average  of  83.8  over  the  previous  five  years. 

In  January  two  first-winter  birds  remained  at  Queen  Mother  Res. 
from  16th  to  18th  (cdrh,  cl  et  al.),  one  then  staying  till  Feb.  1st. 
Perhaps  it  was  the  other  bird  that  appeared  at  Staines  Res.  on  Jan. 
20th  (wmI.  On  31st  a  dead  bird  (age  not  given)  was  found  on  Walton 
Res.  (ml).  In  February  an  adult  was  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  on  7th 
(shm,  spc).  After  none  in  March  there  was  a  very  good  passage  from 
April  16th  with  peaks  of  20  at  Staines  Res.  on  16th  (mrf,  rbh  ,  msw) , 
11  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  17th  (pjv)  and  25  at  Amwell  G.P.  on 
22nd  (wgl,  gjw)  .  Surprisingly  this  movement  was  followed  by  a 
complete  absence  in  May. 

The  first  returning  bird  was  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  July  16th  (br,  gjw) 
followed  by  two  in  west  Middlesex.  A  few  birds  passed  through  in 
August  and  September;  in  the  latter  month  King  George  VI  Res.  was 
prominent  holding  birds  all  month,  with  a  peak  of  ten  on  14th  (rjs). 
Numbers  increased  at  this  site  to  26  on  Oct.  5th  (rjh),  a  very  high 
count  in  itself  but  exceptional  for  so  late  in  the  autumn.  Four  other 
sites  had  a  total  of  seven  birds  between  Oct.  3rd  and  11th,  suggesting 
a  wider  movement  at  this  time.  Then  the  storm  struck  early  on  16th 
and  the  result  was  near  mayhem  with  some  250  birds  blown  into  the 
Area.  A  high  proportion,  118  birds,  was  in  Essex  with  peaks  along 
the  River  Thames  of  50  at  West  Thurrock  on  17th,  25  at  Rainham  on 
17th  and  30  at  Barking  on  18th  (mkd).  There  were  also  at  least  15 
seen  from  the  Dartford  side  on  18th  ( ajm)  .  The  extent  of  duplication 
between  these  Thames-side  sites  is  unknown  but  most  birds  were 
moving  westwards.  It  is  also  possible  that  these  few  counts  do  not  do 
justice  to  what  might  have  been  a  large  and  continuous  movement. 

Elsewhere  there  were  over  20  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  16th  (tag, 
irh,  djm),  with  13  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  (nac),  ten  at  King  George  V 
Res.  (gjw)  and  ten  at  Beddington  S.F.  (gdjm)  the  same  day;  on  17th 
more  peaks  included  27  at  King  George  VI  Res.  (cl),  ten  to  12  at 
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Queen  Mother  Res.  (djm)  and  13  at  Island  Barn  Res.  (rjh).  Walton 
Res.  does  not  seem  to  have  been  checked  until  18th  when  11  were 
found  there  (dg,  co).  As  with  the  River  Thames,  there  could  have 
been  substantial  movement  between  sites.  If  little  overlap  is  allowed 
for,  the  county  totals  of  Little  Gulls  following  the  storm  were  Essex 
118  (at  six  sites),  Middx.  54  (four),  Surrey  47  (four),  Kent  22  (three), 
Bucks.  ten+  (two)  and  Herts,  (nil.).  The  small  Surrey  reservoirs  did 
well  relative  to  the  much  larger,  but  more  exposed.  Middx,  ones. 
Every  single  site  that  drew  large  numbers  of  Little  Gulls  also 
attracted  at  least  one  Sabine’s  Gull! 

The  storm’s  victims  departed  quickly.  There  were  no  double  figure 
counts  after  Oct.  20th  and  in  November  the  sole  bird  seen  was  at 
Rainham  on  14th  (mkd).  December  likewise  produced  just  one  bird, 
an  adult  at  Barking  on  3rd  (kb). 


Fifty  years  ago... 

BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA.  1937. 


Little  Gull 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  29th  and  Feb.  1st. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  1st. 

(These  were  the  only  published  records  for  the  year  -  Ed.). 


226  Sabine’s  Gull 

The  most  dramatic  ornithological  event  of  1987  was  the  enormous 
influx  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  blown  in  by  the  great  storm  of  Oct.  15th/16th. 
This  entirely  unpredictable  invasion  affected  no  less  than  22  locali¬ 
ties,  including  the  River  Thames  in  Inner  London.  At  the  most  it 
involved  74  adult  and  ten  juvenile  birds;  allowing  for  some  duplica¬ 
tion,  the  moderated  totals  would  be  58  adults  and  six  juveniles.  There 
had  only  been  four  previous  Sabine’s  Gulls  in  London  -  two  in  1950, 
one  in  1975  and  one  in  1978. 

October  16th  was  a  Friday  so  that  few  observers  were  free,  on  top  of 
which  many  roads  were  blocked  by  storm  damage.  There  may  have 
been  22  different  birds  found  on  this  first  date.  The  majority  of  the 
storm’s  arrivals  were  located  over  the  weekend,  by  which  time 
improved  weather  had  already  allowed  w  estwards  return  movements 
by  some  Sabine’s  and  Little  Gulls.  It  is  impossible  to  know  how  much 
duplication  to  allow  for  at  this  time.  From  Monday  19th  birds  were 
found  at  several  new  localities  but  these  had  probably  been 
overlooked  before,  as  opposed  to  being  new  arrivals.  Departures 
were  fairly  quick,  as  with  Little  Gull,  so  that  only  one  bird  remained 
after  24th,  this  staying  until  28th.  The  healthy  condition  of  many  of 
the  gulls  and  their  quite  prompt  departures  indicate  that  many  may 
have  been  able  to  return  to  their  normal  migration  routes,  to  winter 
off  South  Africa.  (See  photographs  opposite  p.64  and  65). 

All  records  are  given  below,  but  a  fuller  account  of  the  storm  appears 
on  p.121. 

E  River  Thames  at  Barking,  five  or  more  adults  on  Oct.  17th  (mkd,  cg) 
rose  to  a  massive  total  of  13  adults  at  07.45  hrs.  on  18th  (cjm).  before 
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declining  to  five  adults  on  19th  (jah,  avm,  pn)  then  two  on  21st.  King 
George  V  Res.,  an  adult  on  Oct.  16th  and  four  adults  on  Oct.  17th 
(jf,  gjw) .  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  two  adults  on  Oct.  16th  (wv) 
were  joined  by  a  juvenile  on  17th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  an 
adult  on  Oct.  17th  (jf etal.).  River  Thames  at  West  Thurrock,  seven 
adults  on  Oct.  17th  (mkd)  and  three  on  18th  (cjm).  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  two  adults  on  Oct.  17th  and  18th  (ac,  gjw)  were  joined  by  a 
juvenile  on  20th  (sc),  then  four  adults  and  a  juvenile  were  present  on 
a  pool  south  of  the  reservoir  on  21st  (gjw,  ajg_v);  three  adults  and  a 
juvenile  remained  here  on  22nd,  then  one  adult  on  24th  (mo). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  juvenile  at  midday  and  two  adults  in  the  afternoon 
on  Oct.  16th  (cc,  br,  gjw).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  an  adult  on  Oct.  17th 
(ah). 


M  Cranford  Park,  a  juvenile  on  a  flooded  field  on  Oct.  22nd  and  23rd 
(rem).  Heathrow  Airport,  an  adult  feeding  at  a  small  pond  on  Oct. 
23rd  (jas).  King  George  VI  Res. ,  up  to  four  adults  on  Oct.  17th  (cl, 
pgws)  with  one  remaining  till  20th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  adults  on 
Oct.  23rd  (cl).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  at  least  three  adults  and  one 
juvenile  on  Oct.  16th  (dpb,  tag,  irh,  djm),  four  adults  and  a 
juvenile  on  17th  (jsa,  dsd,  pgws),  down  to  three  adults  and  a 
juvenile  on  18th  and  two  adults  and  a  juvenile  on  19th  and  20th. 
Staines  Res.,  three  adults  on  Oct.  16th  (cl,  jas,  ass);  on  17th  one 
adult  seems  to  have  been  present  most  of  the  day,  with  a  second  adult 
flying N  at  12.30  hrs.  (jdaf)  and  a  juvenile  flying  N  at  14.34  hrs.  (irh. 
pmt).  Wraysbury  Res.,  an  adult  on  Oct.  16th  (cl)  but  three  adults  at 
07.30  hrs.  (dpb)  and  two  juveniles  at  17.00  hrs.  (rjs)  on  Oct.  17th. 

B  Near  A4  W  of  Colnbrook,  one  adult  on  Oct.  21st  (mjg),  three  adults 
at  small  pools  in  a  field  from  Oct.  22nd  to  24th  (mo),  at  least  one  of 
which  was  not  present  all  the  time;  one  remained  to  the  27th  and  this 
bird  also  visited  New  Butts  Green  Farm,  Horton,  on  25th,  27th  and 
28th.  Queen  Mother  Res.,  three  adults  on  Oct.  16th  (mlb,  res)  and 
17th  (djm)  then  two  on  18th  and  one  on  22nd;  on  Oct.  24th  a  juvenile 
that  had  been  present  near  Datchet  Pumping  Station  (outside  the 
Area)  came  in  to  roost  in  the  evening  (rbh). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1987 


71 


K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  a  juvenile  on  Oct.  18th  flew  off  E  at  dusk 
(ajm). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  adults  flew  W  at  11.55  hrs.  on  Oct.  17th  (dap). 
Beddington  S.F.,  an  adult  on  Oct.  16th  was  present  from  15.00  to 
17.00  hrs.  before  flying  off  W  (gdjm  et  al.).  Croham  Hurst  G.C.,  an 
adult  flew  WNW  at  14.40  hrs.  on  Oct.  16th  (put,  jl).  Island  Barn 
Res.,  four  adults  on  Oct.  17th  and  18th  (dpb,  rjh,  ml,  pgws) 
declined  to  three  by  20th  then  two  remained  till  the  morning  of  24th. 
Long  Ditton  Filter  Beds,  an  adult  from  Oct.  22nd  to  24th  (jg,  wri  et 
al.).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. ,  two,  maybe  three,  adults  on  Oct.  17th 
and  two  on  18th  (dpb,  rjh,  rjs,  pgws  et  al.).  River  Thames  at 
Hammersmith  Bridge,  two  adults  around  09.10  hrs.  before  flying 
upriver  on  Oct.  16th  (cnh).  Walton  Res.,  one  or  two  adults  on  Oct. 
18th  (dg,  co  etal.).  Inner  London:  River  Thames  E  of  Hungerford 
Bridge,  an  adult  at  c.  14.30  hrs.  on  Oct.  16th  (ag). 


228  Black-headed  Gull 

All  counts  over  2,000,  the  highest  counts  in  Inner  London,  and 
records  of  abnormally  plumaged  birds  are  given.  The  figures  are 
generally  similar  to  last  year’s,  with  highest  counts  at  reservoir  roosts 
or  along  the  Thames  in  east  London.  There  may  have  been  three 
different  pale-plumaged  birds,  which  is  not  unusual,  but  the  melanis- 
tic  bird  showed  a  much  rarer  condition  for  this  species. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  20,000  on  Jan.  1st,  22,000  on  Jan.  25th  and 
24,000  on  Feb.  22nd.  Rainham  Marsh,  1 1,000  on  Jan.  31st,  6,000  on 
Feb.  14th,  8,000  on  Nov.  28th,  9,000  on  Dec.  6th  and  15,000  on  Dec. 
12th.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  38,000 on  Jan.  10th,  25,000 on  Jan.  17th  and 
25th,  and  9,000  on  Nov.  21st. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  an  albino  bird  on  Sept.  16th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  3,000  on 
Jan.  17th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  a  leucistic  bird  on  Feb.  1st  and  an  all-dark 
melanistic  bird  on  Dec.  28th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  700  on  Nov.  28th.  Regent’s  Park,  1 ,050  on  Jan. 
14th.  St.  James’s  Park,  455  on  Mar.  10th  and  380  on  Nov.  28th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  leucistic  bird  in  the  roost  on  Jan.  31st. 

K  Dartford  and  Stone  area,  15,000  estimated  in  February.  Littlebrook 
G.P.,  2,500  on  Dec.  15th. 

S  Hersham  G.P.  and  Field  Common,  c. 5,000  on  Feb.  9th.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  400+  on  Jan.  12th.  River  Thames  at 
Westminster,  350  on  Dec.  14th. 


233  Common  Gull 

The  highest  counts  in  each  county  and  in  Inner  London  are  given. 
Observers  rarely  undertake  roost  counts  at  the  largest  reservoirs, 
unless  a  special  survey  has  been  organised,  so  that  only  a  fragmentary 
picture  can  be  presented  here.  Apart  from  a  slight  drop  at  Rainham, 
numbers  seemed  normal. 
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E  Rainham  Marsh,  1,500  on  Jan.  24th  and  1,000  on  Dec.  12th.  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  12,500  on  Jan.  17th  and  5,200  on  Nov.  21st. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  540  on  Jan.  31st.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  197  on  Mar. 
14th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  c.100  on  Dec.  20th.  Brent  Res.,  127  on  Jan.  17th. 
Burtonhole  Farm,  Mill  Hill,  117  on  Feb.  22nd.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  100  on  Jan.  14th. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  100+  on  Dec.  10th.  River  Thames  at  Greenwich, 
c.200  on  Jan.  13th.  Stone  Marsh,  up  to  1,000  at  roost  in  March. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  190  on  Apr.  14th.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  up  to  c.200 
during  winter  months.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Battersea, 
262  on  Apr.  15th. 

234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

The  highest  counts  in  each  region  are  given .  together  with  the  highest 
winter  counts  and  a  breeding  record.  Much  larger  numbers  than 
usual  were  reported  from  the  Kent  side  of  the  River  Thames  in  July, 
followed  by  the  usual  widespread  flocks  between  August  and 
October.  In  mid-winter,  the  largest  counts  all  fell  into  the  50  to  100 
range,  even  though  three  major  reservoirs  were  checked.  These 
figures  are  so  far  below  the  several  thousands  of  the  1983  gull  survey 
that  they  suggest  a  severe  decline  in  wintering  birds -could  observers 
continue  to  provide  counts  from  the  larger  winter  roosts?  The 
confirmed  breeding  record  is  only  the  second  for  London.  The  other 
was  in  1982,  at  Lord's  Cricket  Ground. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  50  on  Jan.  1st.  Rainham  Marsh.  250  on  Aug. 
31st.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  50  on  Jan.  25th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  300  on  Aug.  20th  and  Oct.  7th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  100 
on  Jan.  13th.  Stocker's  Lake,  50  on  Jan.  16th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P. ,  c.  100  on  Jan.  15th.  Staines  Res.,  c.300  at  dusk  on 
Sept.  2nd.  Wraysbury  Res. ,  230  on  Apr.  1st,  390  on  Sept.  26th  and  56 
on  Dec.  6th.  Inner  London:  Gordon  Street,  WC1,  a  pair  nested  on  a 
roof  in  May,  the  birds  sat  for  four  weeks  but  deserted  after  heavy 
rain.  The  same  pair  appeared  at  nearby  Euston  Road  in  July  and 
must  have  nested  successfully  for  they  were  accompanied  by  a 
just-fledged  juvenile  in  September.  Regent's  Park,  eight  pairs 
present  from  May  to  September. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  140  on  Sept.  18th.  River  Thames  at  Erith  Reach, 
over  2,000  mainly  first-summer  birds  on  July  2nd.  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  60  on  Jan.  1st  and  250  on  Sept.  19th.  Stone,  up  to  1,000  at 
roost  in  July. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  108+  on  Aug.  12th.  Island  Barn  Res.,  150  on 
Nov.  1st.  Woodmansterne,  168  flew  NW  along  a  roost-line,  in  30 
minutes,  on  Sept.  17th.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Westmins¬ 
ter,  17  on  May  20th. 

235a  Herring  Gull 

The  highest  counts  from  most  sectors  are  given,  together  with  a 
record  of  a  leucistic  bird  and  summer  records  from  Inner  London, 
where  at  least  one  pair  bred.  Coverage  was  fairly  widespread  but 
overall  figures  were  a  little  low,  with  no  count  exceeding  750; 
however,  no  figures  were  received  from  the  chief  roosts  in  west 
London.  No  change  in  breeding  status  is  evident  but  there  seem  to 
have  been  five  pairs  in  Inner  London  to  accompany  the  one  pair  of 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls. 
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E  King  George  V  Res.,  750  on  Jan.  1st.  Rainham  Marsh.  500  on  Dec. 

6th.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  600  on  Jan.  25th  and  300  on  Feb.  22nd. 
H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  325  on  Jan.  18th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  250  on  Jan. 
17th.  Kingsmead,  200  on  Jan.  10th.  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  215  on 
Jan.  17th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  300  on  Jan.  17th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  200  on  Jan.  15th.  Inner  London:  Cadogan  Square, 
SW1,  a  pair  nested  on  a  chimney  and  raised  two  young,  a  second  pair 
nested  but  the  outcome  was  unknown.  King’s  Cross,  three  along  the 
Regent’s  Canal  on  June  16th.  Regent’s  Park,  18  on  Feb.  25th;  at  least 
three  pairs  probably  bred  on  houses  just  north  of  the  Zoo. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  leucistic  adult  on  Jan.  17th. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  150+  on  Dec.  30th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  125  on 
Jan.  16th.  Stone  Rubbish  Dump,  200+  on  Dec.  30th. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  nine  on  May  23rd  and 
12  on  Dec.  7th. 

1985  Additional  Record 

M  Inner  London:  Cadogan  Square,  SW1,  birds  were  present  and 
displaying  but  it  is  not  known  if  they  nested. 

1986  Additional  Record 

M  Inner  London:  Cadogan  Square,  SW1,  a  pair  nested  with  unknown 
success. 

235b  Yellow-legged  Herring  Gull 

Fewer  records  were  received  this  year,  although  the  site  total  was 
respectable  at  20.  The  peak  counts  were  20  at  West  Thurrock  and  a 
new  London  high  of  70+  at  Stone  Marsh  in  July.  No  counts  were 
received  from  Stone  in  August  and  overall  passage  tailed  off  early 
this  year  with  mostly  small  counts  in  September.  As  usual  spring  was 
the  quietest  time  of  year.  The  minimum  number  of  birds  in  each 
month  was  as  follows. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

5  3  2  —  —  1  84  33  24  7  3  3 

All  localities  are  given  below  but  some  occurrences  are  summarised. 

E  Barking,  one  on  Feb.  1st.  Rainham  Marsh,  peak  of  12  in  August. 
West  Thurrock,  peak  of  20  on  Aug.  19th.  Wm.  Girling  Res. ,  singles 
between  Sept.  14th  and  Nov.  8th. 

H  Kingsmead,  one  on  Nov.  16th. 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  1st.  Staines  Res.,  singles  between 
July  25th  and  Aug.  15th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  13th.  Inner 
London:  St.  James’s  Park,  one  present  all  year. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Sept.  18th.  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  June 
30th.  River  Thames  at  Greenwich,  one  on  Dec.  13th.  Sevenoaks 
Reserve,  one  on  July  11th.  Stone  Marsh,  five  on  Jan.  5th,  two  on 
Mar.  6th,  70+  on  July  22nd  and  15  on  Sept.  3rd. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Dec.  19th  and  one  on  31st.  Long  Ditton 
Filter  Beds,  one  on  Feb.  11th.  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  singles  on  Sept. 
26th  and  Oct.  11th.  Roehampton,  one  on  Sept.  30th  and  Oct.  2nd. 
Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Battersea,  one  on  Feb.  27th.  River 
Thames  at  South  Bank,  one  on  Sept.  17th. 

236  Iceland  Gull 

Seven  records  were  received  which  may  have  concerned  just  three  or 
four  birds,  a  typical  total  in  recent  years.  The  pattern  is  also  normal, 
as  most  birds  tend  to  occur  after  New  Year. 
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E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  6th  (mkd).  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  3rd  (jf,  pjv). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  10th  and  12th  (br,  gjw). 
Croxley  Green,  West  Watford,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Feb.  22nd 
(pjs  d). 

B  Langley  Marish  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  18th  (cl).  Queen 
Mother  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  17th  (rbh). 

237  Glaucous  Gull 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  there  were  good  numbers  of  this  gull. 
The  year's  total  of  ten  or  more  individuals  included  a  good  influx 
from  Jan.  10th  which  matched  the  arrival  of  easterly  winds  and  a 
nationwide  cold  spell.  In  contrast,  none  at  all  occurred  in  February. 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  18th  and  20th  (gjw.  adw). 
Rainham  Marsh,  first-winter  birds  on  Jan.  10th  and  Dec.  6th  (mkd). 
Wm.  Girling  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  1st  (pjv). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  18th,  two  this  age  on 
Jan.  24th  and  two  again  but  one  a  new  bird  on  Jan.  25th  (gjw). 
M  Cranford  Park,  a  first-year  bird  on  Mar.  30th  (rem).  Staines  Res. ,  an 
immature  on  Nov.  27th  (gar).  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird 
on  Jan.  12th  (cdrh),  an  adult  on  Dec.  4th  (cl)  and  a  first-  or 
second-winter  bird  on  Dec.  13th  (rbh). 

B  Langley,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  10th  (jah.  pn). 

K  Littlebrook,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  27th  was  also  seen  the 
following  dav  on  the  roof  of  the  nearby  Jovce  Green  Hospital  (bew  et 

al, )  • 

1986  Correction 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  the  bird  on  Apr.  29th  was  a  second-winter 
individual. 

238  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

All  counts  over  100  are  given.  Coverage  was  better  than  usual,  with  a 
good  count  of  400  on  Jan.  1st,  followed  by  large  numbers  at  six  sites 
around  the  time  of  the  January  cold  spell.  No  larger  numbers  were 
reported  in  February  which  coincides  with  the  lack  of  Glaucous  Gulls 
in  that  month.  The  results  of  the  January  1983  Gull  Roost  Census 
suggested  that  winter  numbers  of  this  gull  had  fallen  drastically  in 
London  since  the  1969  census.  Figures  for  the  four  years  since,  in 
spite  of  this  year's  better  numbers,  only  seem  to  confirm  this  decrease 
in  our  Area. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  400  on  Jan.  1st.  Rainham  Marsh,  250  on  Dec. 

6th.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  200  on  Jan.  25th. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  140  on  Jan.  18th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  100  on  Jan. 

17th.  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  170  on  Jan.  17th. 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  201  at  roost  on  Dec.  6th. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  100+  on  Dec.  30th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve.  225  on 
Jan.  16th.  Stone,  up  to  200  in  December. 

S  Walton  Res.,  102  on  Jan.  14th  and  135  on  Jan.  18th. 

240  Kittiwake 

There  was  a  typical  total  of  23  records  involving  some  47  birds.  Spring 
passage  occurred  mostly  during  March  and  included  a  flock  of  15  at 
Staines.  After  only  two  autumn  records,  the  October  storm  brought 
an  influx  of  13  birds.  While  interesting  on  its  own,  this  arrival  just 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1987 


75 


looks  mediocre  compared  to  the  much  larger  number  of  Sabine’s 
Gulls.  Perhaps  the  storm  drove  through  the  Bay  of  Biscay  area  too 
early  in  the  autumn  to  catch  most  of  the  Kittiwakes  that  winter  there. 

E  Barking,  one  on  Dec.  3rd  (kb).  Fishers  Green,  an  oiled  bird  on  Jan. 
17th  (hpm).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  5th  (pjv).  Rainham 
Marsh,  an  oiled  bird  on  Jan.  18th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock,  three  on 
May  3rd  (gmh,  rbh,  avm,  pn)  and  three  on  Oct.  18th  (ab /). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  two  on  Oct.  21st  (br). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  17th  (irh,  pmt).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  at  least  two  on  Oct.  16th  and  one  on  17th  (pg,  tag,  djm). 
Staines  Res.,  three  on  Mar.  27th  (msw)  and  15  on  Mar.  29th  (dpb). 
B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  20th  and  25th  (cl). 

K  Dartford,  one  on  Oct.  18th  (ajm).  Littlebrook,  different  singles  on 
Mar.  11th  and  Mar.  17th  (rd).  Orpington,  one  on  Oct.  1st  (rd). 
Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  20th  (sjg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  flying  W  on  Mar.  28th  and  May  20th  (rbh). 
Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Mar.  1st,  Aug.  11th  and  Dec.  27th 
(gdjm).  Island  Barn  Res.,  three  on  Oct.  16th  (ml). 

245  Sandwich  Tern 

There  were  only  two  spring  records  this  year,  but  the  first  on  Apr.  4th 
was  the  earliest  since  Apr.  2nd  1961.  Autumn  records  were  well 
above  average  with  about  80  birds  being  seen;  during  September  two 
distinct  passage  ‘waves’  were  apparent  -  on  13th  (five  records)  and 
19th  (four  records).  The  latter  date,  which  coincided  with  some  big 
movements  of  Common  and  Black  Terns,  was  a  day  of  southeaster- 
lies.  Six  records  followed  the  storm  of  Oct.  15th/16th. 

E  Fairlop,  two  on  Sept.  13th  (ab/).  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Sept. 
19th  (pjv)  and  one  on  Oct.  16th  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on 
June  21st,  one  on  Sept.  13th  and  two  on  Oct.  3rd  (mkd).  West 
Thurrock,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (cl)  and  ten  on  Sept.  26th  (mkd).  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  13th  (pjv). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  five  on  Sept.  19th  (br,  gjw),  three  on  Oct.  3rd  (gjw) 
and  one  on  Oct.  16th  (cc). 

M  Hounslow  Heath,  three  flew  W  on  Sept.  19th  (rbh).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  five  on  Aug.  16th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  4th  and  5th 
(jrh,  idh,  avm)  and  one  on  Oct.  16th  (ass).  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  on 
Apr.  17th  (pn)  and  one  on  Oct.  16th  flew  S  (cl). 

K  Bromley  Common,  ten  flew  over  on  Sept.  15th  (ci).  River  Thames  at 
Dartford,  singles  on  June  20th  and  July  31st  (dd).  Littlebrook  Power 
Station,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  and  3rd,  three  flew  W  on  Sept.  13th  and  at 
least  ten  on  Sept.  18th  (dd,  bew).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  two  on  July 
21st  (swr). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  three  flew  S  on  Aug.  22nd,  one  flew  SW  on  Sept. 
13th,  one  flew  SW  on  15th  and  three  flew  over  (one  S,  two  SW)  on 
Oct.  16th  (pra,  gdjm).  River  Thames  by  Ham  Lands,  two  on  Sept. 
19th  (rjh). 

1986  Additional  Record 

M  Isle  of  Dogs,  four  flew  W  on  Oct.  8th  (nb). 

247  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  given.  Passage  records  are  summarised  under 
247/8.  At  least  70  pairs  bred  this  year  and  although  no  figures  for 
young  reared  were  available  from  Rye  Meads  it  is  possible  to  suggest 
that  about  137  were  raised  in  the  Area  -  on  the  basis  of  two  young 
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being  reared  per  pair  which  has  been  the  average  in  recent  years. 
Since  they  first  bred  successfully  in  London  in  1963  this  species  has 
hardly  taken  a  backward  step  in  its  continued  advance  as  a  breeding 
species. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  four  pairs  reared  young.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one 
pair  reared  young.  Pairs  summered  at  Dagenham  Chase  and  Harlow. 
H  Amwell  G.P.,  nine  pairs  reared  21  young.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  39  pairs 
bred.  A  pair  summered  at  Stocker’s  Lake. 

M  Brent  Res.,  three  pairs  reared  at  least  six  young.  Broadwater  G.P., 
four  pairs  reared  at  least  five  young.  Moorhall  G.P.,  one  pair  reared 
two  young.  Staines  Res. ,  at  least  eight  pairs  reared  a  minimum  of  13 
young.  Two  pairs  summered  at  Ruislip  Lido. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  pair  reared  two  young. 


Twenty-five  years  ago... 

BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA.  1%2. 


Common  Tern 

During  the  breeding  season  birds  were  present  in  the  Lea  Valley.  Herts..  South  Weald 
and  Ockendon,  Essex.  In  no  instance  was  any  definite  evidence  of  nesting  obtained. 

(Common  Tern  bred  successfully  for  the  first  time  in  the  London  Area  in  1963  -  Ed.). 


247/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarised  here  together 
with  unspecified  observations  of  Common/Arctic  Terns. 

There  were  few  significant  movements  this  spring.  As  usual  the  Lea 
Valley  claimed  the  first  Common  with  two  at  Amwell  on  6th  and  one 
on  7th,  and  birds  at  two  more  sites  on  8th.  By  Apr.  17th  there  were  12 
birds  at  Staines  Res.  and  figures  at  West  Thurrock  rose  from  six  on 
11th,  to  16  by  30th  and  35  by  May  4th.  The  only  other  significant 
counts  during  May  were  26  on  2nd  and  36  on  16th  at  Rye  Meads  and 
17  on  9th,  ten  on  16th  and  13  on  25th  at  Staines  Res.,  counts  at  both 
sites  could  have  included  a  large  total  of  local  breeding  birds  and  not 
passage  birds. 

There  were  few  notable  counts  during  July.  At  West  Thurrock,  45  on 
Aug.  1st  rose  to  100  by  9th  and  160  by  19th  (the  London  autumn 
peak)  and  then  declined  thereafter.  At  Littlebrook  12  on  7th  rose  to 
37  by  11th  and  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  numbers  built  up  to  21  on  8th.  48 
on  12th  and  65  by  20th.  The  only  other  sighting  of  note  during  August 
was  one  of  71  birds  flying  SW  over  Beddington  S.F.  on  20th.  During 
September  there  were  no  reports  at  all  from  West  Thurrock.  At 
Littlebrook  the  peaks  were  25  on  2nd  and  30  on  18th  and  at  King 
George  V  Res.  60  were  present  on  19th.  Over  in  west  London  36  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.  on  5th  rose  to  40  by  19th  and  at  King  George  VI 
Res.  27  on  5th  and  17  on  7th  were  the  high  points.  There  were  only  a 
few  reports  during  October,  most  of  these  occurred  after  the  fierce 
storm  of  15th/16th;  by  far  the  most  significant  count  was  one  of  50  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.  on  19th,  unusually  large  for  such  a  late  date.  The 
last  record  was  one  at  Broadwater  G.P.,  on  Oct.  25th. 
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There  were  few  Inner  London  records  this  year  and  all  were  on  the 
River  Thames:  Battersea,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (bm);  by  Hungerford 
Bridge,  two  on  June  26th  (pjs);  by  West  India  Pier,  seven  on  Sept.  4th 
(djm)  and  off  Westminster,  three  on  Aug.  11th  (pjs). 

248  Arctic  Tern 

As  has  been  the  pattern  in  recent  years,  the  spring  passage  (93 
bird/days)  exceeded  the  autumn  passage  (61  bird/days).  However  the 
majority  of  the  spring  movement  took  place  on  just  two  days  (May 
3rd  and  4th),  when  79  birds  were  seen  -  the  largest  flock  being  37  at 
Broadwater  G.P.  on  May  4th.  The  last  count  of  100  or  more  was  way 
back  in  1982. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (gjw).  King  George  V  Res.,  four 
on  Apr.  20th,  one  on  21st,  eight  on  May  8th  and  one  on  Oct.  3rd  (ab /, 
pjv).  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  on  Oct.  18th  (gcg).  West  Thurrock, 
one  on  Apr.  24th,  two  on  May  4th,  one  on  Aug.  8th,  9th,  five  on  19th, 
three  on  27th,  two  on  Sept.  7th  and  one  on  Oct.  17th  (ab/,  mkd). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  17  on  May  4th,  two  on  May  6th,  11th,  12th,  one  on 
Aug.  17th,  three  on  21st,  two  on  25th  and  one  on  26th  (twg,  br, 
gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  eight  on  May  4th  (shm). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  37  on  May  4th  (rrd,  avm),  two  on  Oct.  18th  and 
one  on  22nd  (jwh,  rdnhs).  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  14th, 
one  on  Oct.  4th,  6th  and  7th  (jah,  pn,  rjs).  Queen  Mary  Res. ,  two  on 
Aug.  12th,  one  on  16th,  29th  and  Oct.  2nd  (dsd,  grg,  avm,  rjs). 
Staines  Moor,  one  on  Oct.  16th  (cl).  Staines  Res. ,  seven  on  May  3rd 
(mo),  one  from  Sept.  10th  to  15th  (seb  et al.).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one 
on  Sept.  12th,  four  on  13th  and  one  on  Oct.  16th  (rbh,  cl,  avm,  pn). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  May  5th  (cdrh). 

K  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  at  least  three  on  Sept.  18th  (dd)  and 
singles  on  Aug.  17th,  Sept.  2nd  and  3rd  (bew). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Oct.  4th  (rbh).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on 
Aug.  12th  flew  E  (gdjm). 

251  Little  Tern 

A  slightly  below  average  showing  for  this  dainty  tern  with  three 
records  in  spring,  two  in  midsummer  and  five  in  autumn.  Much  more 
notable,  however,  was  the  count  of  33  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug. 
20th  (a  day  of  heavy  Common  Tern  movement  across  London).  The 
previous  highest  individual  flock  count  was  12  at  Rainham  on  Sept. 
16th  1970,  so  this  count  is  quite  unprecedented. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  May  16th,  31st  and  July  5th  (pjv). 
Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  flew  N  on  June  5th  (ab/). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  May  16th  (dw).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  16th  (jah,  pn).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  two  on  Sept.  1st  (dsd). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  33  on  Aug.  20th,  in  flocks  of  19  and  14,  flew 
through  at  midday  (wm)  and  one  on  Oct.  16th  (tag,  msw). 

K  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  one  on  Aug.  1st  (bew). 

253  Black  Tern 

The  spring  passage  was  the  most  marked  since  that  of  1984,  involving 
54  birds  at  12  sites.  The  first  birds  (two)  were  at  King  George  V  Res. 
on  Apr.  16th  (adw);  no  other  reports  in  April  were  of  more  than  two 
birds  except  at  Staines  Res.  were  there  were  12  on  26th  and  seven  on 
27th  (mo).  During  May  there  were  peaks  on  9th/10th  and  then  again 
later  in  the  month.  On  9th  there  were  five  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.  and 
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Broadwater  G.P.  (je,  rdnhs)  -  possibly  the  same  flock  -  and  on  10th 
five  at  King  George  V  Res.  (mo).  The  only  other  group  of  note  was 
one  of  nine  at  the  latter  site  on  24th  (mo). 

The  autumn  passage  was,  unlike  the  spring,  the  poorest  since  1982 
with  about  208  birds  at  13  localities.  Apart  from  one  on  July  9th  at 
Broadwater  G.P.  (rdnhs),  the  first  four  birds  back  were  on  the 
outflow  at  West  Thurrock  by  Aug.  8th,  where  numbers  rose  to  18  bv 
23rd,  25  by  27th,  down  to  six  by  29th  and  then  up  to  30  by  30th  (mo). 

Elsewhere  during  August  there  were  few  reports  before  the  end  of 
the  month  with  the  peaks  being  five  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  31st 
(pjv)  and  eight  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  25th  (br,  gjw);  there  were 
virtually  no  reports  from  west  London.  In  September  the  emphasis 
swung  to  the  west  with  20  on  1st  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  (hrg)  and  then 
on  19th  (a  day  of  southeasterlies)  29  were  at  Staines  Res.  and  14  at 
King  George  VI  Res.  (pn);  numbers  tailed  off  after  this.  Back  in  the 
east,  up  to  four  birds  were  on  King  George  V  Res.,  on  and  off,  for 
most  of  the  month  (mo).  At  West  Thurrock  there  were  16  on  10th 
(ab/);  nearby  at  Littlebrook  the  peak  count  was  1 1  on  3rd  (bew).  The 
few  records  in  October  were  mostly  coincident  with  the  mid-October 
storm,  with  four  at  Staines  Res.  and  Queen  Mother  Res.  on  19th 
(gar)  -  these  were  also  the  last  birds  of  the  year. 

255  Guillemot 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Jan.  25th  (rem).  Wraysbury 
Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Jan.  18th  and  19th  (rbh,  avm  et 
al.). 

S  River  Thames  at  Hammersmith  Bridge,  one  on  Oct.  4th  (tjl). 

Three  records  is  a  good  number  but  they  look  almost  normal  after  the 
huge  influx  of  1986.  The  autumn  or  winter  wanderings  of  this  auk 
now  seem  to  bring  it  into  London  every  year;  it  last  failed  to  occur  in 
1981. 

255/7  Auk  sp. 

S  River  Thames  between  Twickenham  and  Chiswick,  one  on  two  dates 
in  late  September  and  on  Oct.  4th  (pa,  bcw). 

This  seems  likely  to  have  been  the  Guillemot  seen  at  Hammersmith 
Bridge. 

260  Little  Auk 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  paid  a  short  visit  in  the  afternoon  on  Dec. 
2nd  (cw). 

M  Harrow,  one  picked  up  about  Nov.  25th  (rspca  per  nb). 

These  are  the  29th  and  30th  records  for  the  London  Area.  These  two 
birds  coincided  with  large  numbers  in  the  North  Sea  during 
November  and  early  December.  The  weak  state  of  one  and  the  short 
stay  of  the  other  are  both  regrettably  typical. 

263  Feral  Rock  Dove 

As  usual  there  were  few  reports  of  this  under-recorded  species.  More 
reports  on  the  size  of  the  Inner  London  flocks  would  be  welcome. 

264  Stock  Dove 

Although  recorded  from  fewer  sites  than  in  recent  years,  there  is 
little  evidence  of  any  decrease.  About  80  pairs  were  reported  from  65 
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sites,  spread  fairly  evenly  throughout  the  Area.  As  usual  the 
maximum  count  was  at  Osterley  Park  (M)  where  20  pairs  were 
located,  but  up  to  nine  pairs  were  found  at  both  Dagnam  Park  and 
South  Weald  Park  in  Essex.  It  was  widely  reported  outside  the 
breeding  season  but  the  only  counts  to  exceed  three  figures  were: 
Headley,  100+  on  Apr.  5th.  Tollgate  Farm  (H),  103  on  Apr.  24th. 

Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  28th  and  Aug.  3rd. 

Pairs  in  the  breeding  season. 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  Kent  Surrey 

34+  4  30  5  5+  ' 


265  Woodpigeon 

A  flock  of  4,000  at  Tyttenhanger  on  Feb.  14th  was  by  far  the  largest 
number  at  the  start  of  the  year.  Smaller  flocks  were  reported  from  a 
number  of  localities  during  the  severe  weather  in  January.  Small 
scale  movements  were  a  feature  of  the  early  autumn  and  reached  a 
peak  in  the  weeks  following  the  great  storm  in  mid-October.  Counts 
at  this  time  included  2,000  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Oct.  18th,  1,000 
at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Nov.  5th  and  the  same  number  at 
Haberdashers  School  (H)  during  November. 

Inner  London:  Bred  at  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6.  Battersea  Park  (20 
nests).  County  Hall.  Essex  Road,  N.l.  Gordon  Square,  WC1. 
Regent’s  Park.  St.  Luke’s  Gardens,  EC1.  St.  James’s  Park. 

266  Collared  Dove 

A  widespread  and  fairly  common  species  in  outer  suburban  and  rural 
areas.  It  is  doubtless  under-recorded,  but  shows  little  sign  of 
increasing  in  more  built  up  areas  or  of  penetrating  the  Inner  London 
boundary.  All  the  large  flocks  occurred  in  September  and  included: 
Hayes  (M),  250  on  newly  cut  arable  fields  on  the  22nd.  Beech  Farm 
(H),  150  on  the  27th.  Claybury  (E),  60  on  the  19th. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  three  on  Apr.  17th.  Regent’s  Park, 
singles  between  April  and  October.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  on  May 
22nd. 

267  Turtle  Dove 

Spring  passage  began  with  a  single  at  Fishers  Green  on  Apr.  16th,  but 
most  areas  received  their  first  birds  by  the  end  of  the  month,  slightly 
earlier  than  usual.  Passage  continued  well  into  May  and  included  a 
count  of  16  at  Corbets  Tey  (E)  on  the  26th.  Numbers  in  several 
localities  appeared  higher  than  in  recent  years,  with  definite 
increases  at  Hainault  and  parts  of  south  Essex,  and  up  to  ten  pairs 
reported  from  Rye  Meads  S.F.  and  Cheshunt  G.P.  in  Herts.  Birds 
began  moving  south  in  late  August  and  early  September,  the  last 
being  one  on  Oct.  4th  in  Bushy  Park  (M). 

Inner  London:  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  on  May  9th.  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  May  28th. 

269  Ring-necked  Parakeet 

Found  in  well  over  40  localities  during  the  year,  a  similar  position  to 
1986.  As  well  as  the  usual  concentrations  south  of  the  River  Thames 
and  in  Middlesex,  more  reports  were  received  from  Herts,  and 
Essex.  Records  for  Essex  and  Herts,  are  given  in  full  but  summarised 
for  the  remaining  counties. 


80 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  52  FOR  1987 


E  Chadwell  Heath,  a  $  on  July  30th  (crg).  Rainham,  one  pair 
probably  bred  {per  foe).  North  Romford,  singles  on  Sept.  9th  and 
Nov.  30th  (it). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (br).  Bricket  Wood,  one  on  Sept. 
17th  (mp/:).  Cassiobury  Park,  singles  on  Dec.  10th  and  21st  (jht). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  May  17th  (rdnhs). 

M  Reported  from  about  20  localities  throughout  the  year.  By  far  the 
largest  flocks  were:  Shepperton  Lock,  74  on  Jan.  1st  (apg),  and 
Queen  Mary  G.P.,  35  on  Sept.  19th  (hrg).  The  only  breeding  record 
came  from  Osterley  Park,  where  two  pairs  were  present  (dgh). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  present  all  year,  with  maxima  often  on  Jan.  4th  and 
12  on  Dec.  23rd  (cdrh,  cl,  avm,  pn). 

K  Present  at  seven  localities.  Elmstead  Woods,  17  on  Oct.  31st  (wtgb). 
Foots  Cray  Meadows,  12  on  Jan.  1st  (rt)  and  11  on  Oct.  23rd  (sjg). 
Grove  Park,  29  on  Dec.  1st  (dd).  Hither  Green  Cemetery,  47  on  Jan. 
9th  was  the  peak  for  the  month;  the  only  other  records  were  16  on 
Mar.  27th,  50+  on  July  17th  and  53  on  Aug.  23rd  (dd). 

S  Kew  Gardens,  13  during  the  autumn  {per  rbh)  was  the  only  double 
figure  flock,  but  small  numbers  were  reported  from  ten  additional 
localities. 

271  Cuckoo 

The  first  bird  was  a  single  at  Beddington  S.F.,  on  Apr.  15th,  but  it 
was  not  generally  reported  until  the  third  week  of  April.  Breeding 
season  reports  came  from  about  70  localities,  the  same  as  last  year.  A 
slight  reduction  in  numbers  was  noted  from  parts  of  Essex,  but 
elsewhere  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  decline.  Juveniles  were  seen 
from  July  onwards  and  several  birds  remained  well  into  September. 
The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Oct.  10th. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  June  29th  (bm).  Regent's 
Park,  singles  on  May  1st  and  Aug.  6th  (TRDf). 

274  Barn  Owl 

The  apparent  decline  continues,  with  only  ten  records  -  including 
one  escaped  captive  bird  -  received  during  the  year.  Breeding 
probably  still  occurs  in  Essex  and  Kent,  but  unless  the  species  is 
under-recorded  it  is  fast  reaching  extinction  in  the  London  Area.  All 
records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  during  March  and  April  (re).  Fairlop,  one  on 
Mar.  28th  (ab /).  North  Ockendon,  one  found  dead  in  January  (mja). 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  or  two  all  year  {per  mkd). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F./Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.  area,  one  from  Jan.  1st  to 
10th  (rmrg,  hpm).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  found  dead  on  Apr.  5th 
(rmrg).  Welwyn  Garden  City,  one  found  dead  in  February  (jd). 
M  Hayes,  one  on  Nov.  6th  (jah). 

K  Locality  withheld,  two  present  throughout  the  year  (dd,  ajm,  bew). 

279  Little  Owl 

A  minimum  of  28  pairs  was  present  during  the  breeding  season,  in 
about  40  localities,  numbers  having  remained  remarkably  constant 
during  the  last  five  years.  As  usual  the  majority  of  records  came  from 
north  of  the  Thames  -  particularly  Essex.  Several  roosting  and 
breeding  sites  were  destroyed  by  the  October  storm,  but  the  lasting 
effects  of  this  will  have  to  wait  for  the  results  of  the  new  London 
Breeding  Atlas  survey  work. 
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Details  of  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  below. 

Essex  Herts.  Middx.  Kent  Surrey 

12  2  6  4  4  ' 

280  Tawny  Owl 

Numbers  of  both  breeding  pairs  and  localities  remained  at  about  the 
same  level  as  last  year.  Over  50  pairs  were  reported  from  40  sites  and 
birds  were  present  at  a  further  20  localities  during  the  breeding 
season.  Most  reports  came  from  Essex  and  Middlesex,  with  at  least 
five  pairs  at  Hainault  and  six  pairs  at  Osterley  Park  for  example. 
Outside  the  breeding  season  birds  were  found  in  31  additional 
localities. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  present  all  year,  a  probable  pair  in 
May  (bm).  Belgravia,  two  on  May  11th.  Clifton  Gardens,  W9,  one 
calling  on  Feb.  17th  (dhr).  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred  (dab, 

TRDt). 

281  Long-eared  Owl 

The  high  numbers  at  the  end  of  1986  were  still  present  during  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year,  with  evidence  of  an  influx  in  mid-January  at 
the  onset  of  severe  weather  conditions.  At  least  38  birds  were  present 
at  this  time,  including  four  roosts  of  six  or  more  birds  in  Essex,  and 
smaller  roosts  in  several  other  parts  of  the  London  Area.  Wintering 
birds  remained  until  April  at  six  localities  and  there  were  two  May 
records  in  Herts.  At  the  end  of  the  year  numbers  were  much  lower 
with  only  eight  birds  and  two  occupied  roosts.  All  records  are  given, 
but  those  at  the  main  roost  sites  are  summarised. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  seven  in  late  January  (jtw).  Dagenham  Chase,  up  to 
seven  in  January,  three  until  late  March  and  three  in  late  December 
(sb,  kb,  mkd).  North  Ockendon,  one  found  dead  in  January  (mja). 
Sewardstone  G.P. ,  seven  in  January,  five  in  February  and  March  (pf 
et  al.),  one  remaining  until  Apr.  10th  (pab).  Walthamstow  Marsh, 
five  in  January  and  singles  on  Feb.  8th  and  21st  (lg  et  al.). 
Walthamstow  Res. ,  up  to  five  in  January,  six  in  late  February,  two  in 
March  (adll  etal.),  three  on  Apr.  2nd  and  two  on  Apr.  5th  (db,  lg). 
Some  of  the  latter  birds  may  have  been  the  Walthamstow  Marsh 
birds. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  from  May  5th  to  10th  (br,  gjw).  Broxbourne 
Woods,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (cc).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  two  on  Jan.  1st,  one 
remaining  until  Jan.  20th  and  one  on  Mar.  15th  (gjw).  Rye  Meads 
S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  31st,  Mar.  14th,  Apr.  25th,  and  May  1st,  with 
two  on  May  2nd  (rmrg). 

M  Near  Uxbridge,  one  on  Dec.  25th  (pg).  Pinner,  two  roosting  in  a 
suburban  garden  from  Feb.  13th  to  Apr.  3rd  {per  was).  Yiewsley 
G.P. ,  three  or  four  on  Dec.  19th  (pkh).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  one 
on  Apr.  18th  (rmc). 

K  Dartford  Station,  one  found  dead  on  Jan.  18th  had  been  killed  by  a 
train  and  was  probably  one  of  the  displaced  Stone  birds  (gcn). 
Stone,  three  on  Jan.  1st,  but  the  site  was  destroyed  soon  after  this 
(bew). 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (jh).  Molesey  Heath,  two  on  Jan.  9th, 
remained  until  March  (wri  et  al.). 

282  Short-eared  Owl 

Unusually,  it  was  outnumbered  by  Long-eared  Owls  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  Only  11  birds  remained  from  December  1986  into 
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January,  with  over  half  of  these  at  Rainham  Marsh,  and  there  was  no 
hard  weather  influx  or  any  passage  in  early  April.  Apart  from  two 
that  summered  in  one  locality  and  possibly  bred,  the  last  bird  was  one 
at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  May  21st.  Early  birds  had  returned  by 
mid-September  to  King  George  VI  Res.  and  Fairlop.  At  the  latter 
site,  numbers  increased  to  at  least  four  by  December,  the  most  seen 
at  this  locality.  Rainham  Marsh  held  nearly  half  of  the  16  birds 
present  at  the  year’s  end,  but  again  these  were  subjected  to 
disturbance  from  large  numbers  of  falconers.  Summarised  records 
and  monthly  maxima  are  given  below. 

Monthly  maxima  for  the  London  Area. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Mav  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Essex  8893  4  438  13 

Others  322—122—3 

Totals  11  10  11  3  5  6  5  8  16 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Jan.  25th  (cg «),  two  on  Sept.  21st  (ab/),  one  on  Oct. 
19th,  two  in  late  December  increasing  to  four  by  the  end  of  the  year 
(cg n  et  al.).  Barking,  one  on  Feb.  1st,  two  on  Mar.  14th  and  two  in 
December  (kb,  lpp).  Netherhall  G.P.,  one  on  May  10th  (bt). 
Monthly  maxima  at  Rainham  Marsh  are  given  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

6673  2  2267 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  31st,  two  on  Mar.  14th  and  one  on  Mar. 
28th  (rmrg,  gjw).  Smallford  G.P.,  two  from  Dec.  26th  to  31st  (mcb. 
jht). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  14th  (rjs)  and  Oct.  19th  (jah. 
avm ,  pn).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  21st  (cl).  Staines  Res.,  one 
on  Oct.  28th  (gcg).  Upper  Halliford  Green,  one  from  Dec.  9th  until 
the  end  of  the  year  (jas). 

K  Dartford  and  Stone  Marshes,  up  to  three  present  from  January  to 
March  (bew  et  al.). 

S  Mitcham  Common,  one  on  Oct.  18th  (mjn). 

1985  Additional  Record 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Nov.  22nd  and  Dec.  27th  (sc). 

1986  Additional  Record 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  singles  on  Mar.  1st,  9th,  19th,  Apr.  14th  and  Dec. 
3rd  (sc). 

284  Nightjar 

The  only  records  came  as  usual  from  Herts.,  where  numbers  were 
similar  to  last  year.  How  long  they  remain  at  the  main,  long-used 
traditional  site  will  depend  on  how  long  the  habitat  remains  suitable 
and  not  too  overgrown.  In  another  area  north  of  the  River  Thames 
there  was  an  unconfirmed  report  of  churring  birds  at  a  previous 
breeding  locality  in  June.  All  records  are  given. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  churring  birds  and  a  9  present  (gjw  et  al. ). 
Locality  withheld,  one  pair,  only  present  irregularly  (gjw). 

289  Swift 

The  first  birds  were  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  and  Savehay  G.P.  on  Apr. 
19th,  to  be  followed  by  a  fairly  general  arrival  during  the  last  few  days 
of  April  and  in  early  May.  Large  flocks  were  a  feature  from  mid-May 
onwards,  and  included:  Walthamstow  Res.,  1,000  on  May  11th: 
Hilfield  Park  Res.,  1,000  on  May  15th  and  18th;  Staines  Res..  1,800 
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on  May  22nd;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  1,000  on  May  23rd;  Staines/King 
George  VI  Res. ,  1 ,000  on  June  7th  and  Walthamstow  Res. ,  2,000  on 
June  25th. 

Return  movement  began  earlier  than  usual  in  July  and  most  birds  had 
gone  by  mid-August  with  no  large  flocks  reported.  A  few  lingered 
into  September,  with  the  last  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Oct.  4th. 

Inner  London:  bred  at  The  Avenue,  NW6,  but  this,  the  only 
breeding  record,  is  probably  not  indicative  of  its  true  status. 
Otherwise  up  to  60  seen  over  many  parts  of  central  London  between 
May  10th  and  Sept.  11th. 

293  Kingfisher 

Although  found  in  66  localities  during  the  year,  only  22  pairs  were 
present  at  some  20  sites.  This  further  reduction  is  probably  linked  to 
the  severe  weather  at  the  start  of  the  year.  Most  were  north  of  the 
River  Thames,  with  at  least  nine  pairs  in  Herts.  All  breeding  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Bred  at:  Nazeing  (2),  Fishers  Green,  Navestock  and  Roydon. 

H  Pairs  present  at:  Amwell  G.P.  (2),  Broad  Colney  Lake,  Cheshunt 
G.P.  (2),  Stocker’s  Lake,  Tyttenhanger  G.P.  and  Rye  Meads  S.F. 
M  Pairs  present  at:  Broadwater  G.P.,  Hillingdon  House  Farm  at 
Uxbridge  and  Brent  Res.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Oct. 
2nd  (bm). 

B  Present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Bred  or  present  at:  Chipstead  Lake,  Darenth  Lake,  Foots  Cray 
Meadows,  Ruxley  G.P.  and  Sevenoaks  Reserve. 

S  Present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Hogsmill  S.F. 

297  Hoopoe 

H  Amwell,  one  on  May  11th  (twg). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd  (avm). 

S  Hinchley  Wood,  one  on  June  13th  (dgk).  Walton-on-the-Hill,  one 
on  Aug.  23rd  (bg  per  sdbs). 

An  average  year,  following  a  blank  in  1986.  Both  of  the  Surrey  birds 
were  found  in  observers’  gardens. 

298  Wryneck 

An  average  year  with  three  records,  all  on  typical  dates. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  one  found  dead  on  Aug.  27th  (mbw  per  gjw). 
H  Potters  Bar,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (ih). 

S  Esher,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (js,  js /). 

300  Green  Woodpecker 

A  widespread  and  locally  common  species,  being  found  in  well  over 
100  localities  during  the  year  and  in  at  least  80  of  these  during  the 
breeding  season.  Numbers  have  remained  fairly  stable  during  the 
past  five  years,  and  it  is  now  well  recorded  from  all  counties.  One 
area  of  definite  increase  is  south  Essex,  particularly  in  the  Belhus 
Woods  and  Berwick  Ponds  areas.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
one  on  Aug.  4th  (bm). 

302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

It  remains  the  most  common  and  widespread  woodpecker,  with  at 
least  120  localities.  Most  of  these  were  occupied  in  the  breeding 
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season  and  it  continues  to  prosper  in  most  parts  of  the  London  Area. 
However  it  remains  rather  under-recorded  in  Essex  particularly  in 
some  of  the  larger  woodlands  -  Epping  Forest  for  example.  Birds 
were  again  reported  from  Thamesmead  and  north  of  the  river  single 
birds  were  seen  at  East  Ham  on  Oct.  16th  and  Tower  Hamlets  on 
Oct.  3rd  -  both  unusual  localities  for  the  species. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  present  between  April  and  Decem¬ 
ber,  probably  bred  (bm).  Gray’s  Inn  Fields,  one  on  July  7th  (db). 
Holland  Park,  a  $  on  Feb.  14th  (rbh).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on 
July  7th  (rhk).  Regent’s  Park,  possibly  bred,  two  juveniles  seen  in 
July  (trd/1).  The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  $  on  Jan.  7th  (cjc). 

303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Fewer  reports  were  received  than  in  1986,  but  this  may  be  due  in  part 
to  the  conclusion  of  the  Woodland  Breeding  Bird  survey.  There  was 
no  evidence  of  any  decrease,  but  some  sites  may  have  been  lost 
during  the  October  storm.  As  with  the  previous  species,  it  was  widely 
reported  from  all  counties  except  Essex,  where  it  was  found  in  only 
eight  localities.  A  single  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug.  29th  was  the  first 
record  for  the  area. 

Inner  London:  Mortimer  Crescent,  NW6,  a  $  on  Dec.  5th  (dr). 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  during  November  and  December  (TRDt).  The 
Avenue,  NW6,  one  on  Jan.  31st  (cjc). 

311  Skylark 

The  severe  weather  in  mid-January  was  probably  responsible  for 
large  flocks  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  year.  By  far  the  largest 
influx  was  1,400  at  Osterley  Park  on  Jan.  16th.  Here,  numbers 
remained  high  until  Jan.  21st,  when  many  moved  off  east,  the 
movement  continuing  well  into  the  following  day.  Elsewhere  smaller 
concentrations  were  present  at  Beddington  S.F.  (500),  Woodman- 
sterne  (150),  Dartford  Marsh  (450)  and  Rainham  Marsh  (150),  most 
of  these  flocks  occurring  between  Jan.  17th  and  25th.  In  addition 
there  were  300  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Jan.  12th.  At  the  close  of  the  year 
numbers  were  much  lower  with  only  one  count  of  three  figures: 
Dartford  Marsh  -  200  in  November  falling  to  100  in  December. 

Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  three  singing  cf  Cf  present  in  gradually 
diminishing  habitat  (dam).  The  Avenue,  NW6,  27  over  on  Jan.  22nd 
(crc).  Regent’s  Park,  recorded  from  January  to  March  and  again 
from  September  to  December,  with  a  maximum  of  300  on  Jan.  12th 
(trdT). 

313  Sand  Martin 

The  first  bird  was  at  Shepperton  on  Mar.  22nd,  but  there  was  a  strong 
passage  in  late  March  and  early  April,  when  most  areas  had  their  first 
birds.  The  recent  improvement  in  numbers  was  maintained  this  year, 
with  several  reports  of  50  or  more  birds  during  April.  The  largest 
flocks  however  occurred  in  early  May:  Amwell  G.P.,  200  on  the  1 1th, 
Staines  Res. ,  300  on  the  1st,  Littlebrook  and  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  100 
at  each  locality  in  early  May. 

During  the  breeding  season  at  least  948  occupied  holes  were  found 
(743  in  1986,  c.400  in  1985)  indicating  the  continued  increase  in 
breeding  numbers.  By  far  the  largest  colony  was  at  Fishers  Green 
where  there  were  525  occupied  holes.  Smaller  colonies  were  found  at 
Netherhall  G.P.  (80  holes),  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (180  holes)  and 
Walton  G.P.  (50  holes). 
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Numbers  began  to  build  up  again  in  early  August  when  1,000  were 
present  ajt  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  the  8th.  Later  in  the  month  flocks  of 
up  to  400  birds  were  reported  from  several  localities  -  again  an 
improvement  on  recent  years.  At  Rainham  Marsh  numbers  slowly 
built  up  during  early  September  to  reach  a  peak  of  1,500  on  the  13th. 
Birds  remained  well  into  October  with  the  last  at  Walthamstow  Res. 
on  Oct.  18th. 


Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Aug.  16th  and  the  same 
number  on  Oct.  16th  (bm).  Kensington  Gardens,  eight  on  Apr.  23rd 
(dhr).  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  May  23rd,  one  on  May  24th  and  July 
24th  (TRDtj. 

1986  Additional  Record 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (asms).  This  record  pre-dates  the 
earliest  listed  in  the  table  in  LBR  51:13. 

314  Swallow 

Birds  arrived  earlier  than  usual,  with  the  first  at  Fishers  Green  and 
Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Mar.  28th.  There  was  a  widespread  arrival  during 
the  first  week  of  April,  but  few  large  flocks  were  reported.  Most 
breeding  birds  had  returned  by  the  middle  of  the  month,  and  the  only 
three  figure  passage  flock  was  100  at  Fishers  Green  on  May  24th. 
There  were  few  comments  on  breeding  status  -  any  details  of  changes 
in  status  would  be  welcome.  Return  passage  began  in  late  August, 
and  was  a  protracted  affair,  continuing  well  into  October.  Several 
large  flocks  were  reported  at  this  time  and  included  350  on  Sept.  1st 
and  400  on  Sept.  3rd  at  Amwell  G.P. ,  300  on  Sept.  13th  at  Rainham 
Marsh,  200  on  Aug.  29th  at  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  and  100  on  Sept.  27th  at 
Coopers  Green  G.P.  Several  birds  lingered  well  into  November,  the 
last  being  a  single  at  Amwell  G.P.,  on  the  16th. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  first  on  Apr.  23rd,  up  to  20  during 
autumn  passage,  with  the  last  on  Oct.  21st.  County  Hall,  four  on  May 
13th.  King’s  Cross,  one  on  June  14th.  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  ten 
between  Apr.  7th  and  Oct.  22nd.  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  one  on  May 
20th.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  on  May  21st  and  two  on  June  6th. 

315  Red-rumped  Swallow 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (br,  gjw). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  Part  of  an 
exceptional  spring  influx,  occurring  on  an  early  date.  The  sixth 
record  for  the  London  Area,  all  the  previous  records  have  fallen 
between  Apr.  25th  and  Oct.  1st.  Five  out  of  the  six  records  have  been 
in  spring. 
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316  House  Martin 

The  first  bird  was  at  Hersham  G.P.  on  Mar.  29th  and,  as  with  the 
Swallow,  most  areas  had  their  first  birds  within  the  next  ten  days. 
Numbers  were  unexceptional  during  April,  the  main  movement 
occurring  in  late  May  with  250  at  Fishers  Green  on  24th,  500  at 
Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  18th  and  1,000  at  Broadwater  G.P.  on  23rd. 
The  few  reports  on  breeding  numbers  all  concerned  decreases  and 
any  such  fluctuations  should  be  reported  so  as  to  build  up  a  more 
complete  picture  throughout  the  London  Area. 

Return  passage  was  well  underway  by  early  September,  and  as  last 
year  included  some  impressive  movements.  Several  localities  re¬ 
ported  counts  exceeding  300  but  by  far  the  largest  were  1,000  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  15th  and  500  at  Staines  Res.  on  5th  and  6th. 
Good  numbers  remained  well  into  October  and  included  several 
reports  of  passage  birds  moving  south  on  16th  and  17th  immediately 
following  the  great  storm.  Lingering  birds  were  still  present  in  at  least 
six  localities  in  November,  five  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  10th  being  the 
last. 

Inner  London:  A  total  of  at  least  60  nests  was  reported,  including  14 
nests  at  Wapping  Dock  and  12  nests  at  Barnes  Street,  El,  both  in  the 
east  of  the  area,  where  penetration  of  the  inner  suburban  zone  has 
been  comparatively  recent.  This  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  cleaner  air 
in  recent  decades  coupled  with  new  building  developments.  Other¬ 
wise  up  to  100  were  present  on  several  dates  during  the  summer, 
particularly  in  the  Regent’s  Park  and  Battersea  Park  areas. 

317  Richard’s  Pipit 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Sept.  20th  (ab/,  mkd,  cg,  pjv). 

This  is  the  eighth  London  record  and  the  fourth  in  autumn;  four  out 
of  the  last  five  have  been  at  this  time  of  year.  As  was  the  case  with  last 
year’s  record  at  Staines  Res.  on  Sept.  26th,  this  was  exceptionally 
early  by  national  standards. 

320  Tree  Pipit 

The  number  of  singing  males  recorded  was  higher  than  last  year  at  87, 
but  at  fewer  sites,  24  compared  with  72  at  28  sites  in  1986.  The  species 
was  recorded  in  several  other  areas  and  the  true  population  may  be 
higher.  The  first  birds  in  spring  were  singles  at  Hainault  and  Dagnam 
Park  on  Apr.  1 1th.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Rainham  Marsh  on 
Oct.  3rd. 

The  summary  below  shows  the  breeding  season  distribution  with 
singing  males  in  brackets  and  Inner  London  records. 

E  Coopersale  (4-5).  Dagnam  Park  (6).  Epping  Forest  (25).  Hainault 
Forest  (5).  Harts  Wood  (3).  Thorndon  Park  (2).  Weald  Park  (3). 
H  Broxbourne  Woods  (3).  Combe  Wood  (1).  Cowheath  Woods  (2). 
Derry’s  Wood  (3).  Northaw  Great  Wood  (9).  Svmondshyde  (2). 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.  (1). 

M  Forty  Hall,  Enfield  (1).  Ruislip  Common  (1-2).  Stanmore  Common 

(2). 

B  Black  Park  (2). 

K  Greenhill  Wood,  Kemsing  (1).  Hosey  Common  (2).  Petts  Wood  (1). 
S  Epsom  Common  (1).  Wimbledon  Common  (4).  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  15th  and  July  21st  and  two  on  Aug. 
22nd  (bm). 
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Twenty-five  years  ago... 

BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1962. 


Tree  Pipit 

The  strength  of  the  breeding  population  in  Surrey  can  be  illustrated  by  the  following 
numbers:  12  pairs  at  Holt  Wood,  Farleigh;  six  pairs  on  Ganger’s  Hill,  Godstone  and  18 
pairs  around  Addington  and  Warlingham. 


322  Meadow  Pipit 

Essex  and  Kent  again  produced  most  of  the  breeding  season  records, 
the  majority  coming  from  the  Thames  marshes  between  Barking  and 
Grays  and  between  Belvedere  and  Swanscombe.  The  species  was 
widely  reported  on  passage  and  in  winter  including  Inner  London. 
The  largest  flocks  reported  were  c.200  at  London  Colney  in 
September  and  October  and  at  Beddington  where  240  flew  SW  on 
Oct.  11th.  The  breeding  season  distribution  is  summarised  below. 

E  Fairlop,  one  pair  (ab /).  The  Thames  marshes  and  flood  plain 
between  Barking,  Grays  and  inland  to  Berwick  Ponds,  102  pairs 
(mkd),  a  10%  decrease  from  last  year. 

H  Kingsmead,  two  pairs  present,  one  pair  bred  (adw,  gjw).  Present  in 
the  breeding  season  at  Tyttenhanger  G.P. 

M  Hounslow  Heath,  several  singing  (cl).  Rammey  Marsh,  one  pair 
(sc).  A  reduction  in  breeding  records  from  1986. 

K  Belvedere,  one  singing  (pjs).  Crayford  Marsh,  at  least  one  pair  (pjs). 
Crossness  S.F.,  a  bird  seen  carrying  food  (pjs).  Dartford  Marsh, 
about  ten  singing  birds  (ajm).  Stone  Marsh,  several  singing  (ajm). 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  several  singing  (ajm). 

S  Mitcham  Common,  two  pairs  probably  bred  (mjn).  Richmond  Park, 
a  few  singing,  seen  carrying  food  (rhk).  Wimbledon  Common,  three 
pairs  probably  bred  (dlwI,  still  well  down  on  the  pre-1986  levels. 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  not  seen  after  Mar.  29th  (dam). 

324a  Rock  Pipit 

Most  records  of  wintering  birds  were  from  along  the  River  Thames. 
Apart  from  this  there  was  a  small  passage  in  spring  and  autumn. 

All  records  are  given  but  summarised  for  principal  localities. 

E  Small  numbers  wintered  between  Rainham  and  West  Thurrock  with 
maxima  of  nine  at  Rainham  between  January  and  April  and  seven  in 
December.  The  other  records  were  in  the  Lea  Valley.  King  George  V 
Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  21st,  Oct.  3rd,  11th,  16th  and  17th  and  two  on 
Nov.  4th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  13th.  The  one  record 
away  from  these  main  areas  was  one  at  Fairlop  on  Oct.  24th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  27th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res. ,  singles  on  Oct.  4th,  5th  and  20th.  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  on  Feb.  1st. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  three  on  Oct.  22nd  and  one  on  Nov.  1st. 

K  All  records  were  from  along  the  River  Thames:  Dartford  Marsh, 
three  between  January  and  March  and  two  on  Dec.  20th.  Greenwich 
(river  walk),  one  on  Jan.  13th.  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  17th. 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  five  in  January  and  two  in  December.  Wool¬ 
wich  Arsenal,  one  on  Nov.  25th. 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  in  the  spring  singles  on  Mar.  2nd,  8th  and  10th,  two 
on  Apr.  2nd  and  one  on  Apr.  27th;  in  the  autumn  singles  on  Oct.  8th 
and  24th.  Beddington  S.F.  one  from  Mar.  11th  to  14th  and  singles  on 
Oct.  2nd,  10th,  19th,  25th  and  Nov.  5th  with  three  on  Oct.  21st.  Birds 
(listed  above)  which  showed  the  characters  of  the  Scandinavian  race 
littoralis  were  seen  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Apr.  2nd  and  27th  and  at 
Beddington  S.F  in  March. 

324b  Water  Pipit 

A  further  decline  in  the  number  of  records  of  this  species  with  a 
minimum  of  11  and  a  maximum  of  18,  but  realistically  not  more  than 
15  in  the  first  part  of  the  vear  and  a  single  record,  only,  in  the  second 
half. 


E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  28th  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  G.P.  one  on  Mar.  17th  and  two  Anthus  sp.,  probably  Water 
Pipits,  on  Mar.  31st  (br).  Cassiobury  Park,  singles  on  Jan.  11th,  Jan. 
31st,  Feb.  24th  (trd),  Mar.  7th  (jBr)  and  Mar.  10th  (trd)  and  three 
on  Jan.  19th  (je). 

M  Springwell  W.C.B.,  one  on  Jan.  21st  (cl). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  16th  (cdrh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  28th  (dd,  ci). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr.  5th  (rbh). 
Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  12th,  Jan.  20th,  Mar.  14th  and  Nov. 
3rd  (swg,  gdjm). 

325  Yellow  Wagtail 

The  first  spring  migrants  were  seen  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  Mar.  31st 
and  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Apr.  1st  and  at  three  sites  on  Apr.  2nd. 
About  60  pairs  were  reported  which  represents  a  40%  reduction  on 
last  year,  but  the  total  may  be  higher  as  birds  were  present  at  other 
sites  during  the  breeding  season.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.  on  Nov.  9th.  Breeding  season  records  are  summarised 
below,  with  passage  concentrations  and  records  of  races  other  than 
M.f.  flavissima. 

E  A  total  of  c.40  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  with  the 
concentrations  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  the  Thames  Marshes.  This  is  a 
45%  reduction  compared  to  1986.  The  largest  counts  were  26  at  Wm. 
Girling  Res.  on  Apr.  21st  and  c.  100  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Sept. 
6th.  Birds  of  the  Blue-headed  race  ( flava )  were  reported  from  (all 
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singles):  Fairlop  G.P.  on  May  4th,  Fishers  Green  on  May  14th,  King 
George  V  Res.  on  Apr.  24th,  Lambourne  on  May  21st,  Rainham 
Marsh  on  May  7th  and  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  Apr.  15th  and  21st. 

H  During  the  breeding  season  pairs  bred  at  the  following  sites:  Amwell 
G.P.  (2),  Cole  Green  (1),  Coopers  Green  (2),  Tyttenhanger  G.P. 
(2).  In  the  Lea  Valley  numbers  were  described  as  low.  The  only 
double  figure  count  in  spring  was  20  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  Apr.  29th. 
The  largest  autumn  gathering  was  25  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  in  July,  30  in 
August  and  25  in  September.  Birds  of  the  Blue-headed  race  (flava) 
were  reported  as  follows  (all  singles):  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Apr.  20th, 
24th  and  May  1st.  Tilehouse  G.P.  on  May  21st.  Tyttenhanger  G.P. 
on  May  24th. 

M  There  were  only  two  definite  breeding  records:  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (2  +  ) 
and  Rammey  Marsh  (1).  The  number  of  breeding  season  records  was 
a  large  decrease  from  1986.  The  largest  spring  count  was  12  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.  on  May  12th.  The  largest  autumn  count  was  c.50  at  King 
George  VI  Res.  on  Sept.  19th.  A  cf  of  the  Blue-headed  race  (flava) 
was  at  the  Fisheries,  Harefield,  on  Apr.  15th.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  5th  and  21st  and  Sept.  9th  (TRDf). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  22nd. 

K  Breeding  season  records  were  as  follows:  Dartford  Marsh  (several). 
Erith  Marsh  (1).  Thamesmere  (1).  A  cf  of  the  Blue-headed  race 
(flava)  was  at  Dartford  Marsh  from  June  26th  to  July  29th.  It 
appeared  identical  to  the  bird  seen  at  the  same  site  last  year. 

S  Highest  counts:  52  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Sept.  6th,  and  48  (45  flying 
S)  on  Sept.  7th.  Birds  of  the  Blue-headed  race  (flava)  were  at  Barn 
Elms  Res.  on  May  16th  and  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Apr.  6th.  An 
attractive  leucistic  bird  was  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Apr.  9th.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  14th;  in  the  autumn,  singles  on 
Aug.  17th,  27th  and  Sept.  3rd  and  three  on  Aug.  28th  (bm).  Surrey 
Docks,  one  pair  bred  in  the  Russia  Dock  area  and  a  cf  was  singing  in 
the  central  part  of  the  Docks  on  June  20th  (dam).  Vauxhall,  one 
flying  S  on  Oct.  2nd  (jc). 

327  Grey  Wagtail 

In  the  breeding  season  approximately  35  pairs  bred  or  were  present. 
This  is  much  the  same  as  last  year.  The  breeding  season  records  and 
maximum  counts  are  given. 

E  Pairs  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Harlow,  Nazeing  and 
Tottenham  Lock.  Maximum  counts  were  four  at  King  George  V  Res. 
in  November  and  five  at  Rainham  in  November  and  December. 

H  Pairs  bred  at  Broxbourne  Mill  and  Hertford  Lock.  Pairs  were  also 
present  at  Stocker’s  Lake  in  late  March,  Mill  Green  in  April  and  at 
Ware  in  May.  Rye  Meads  S.F.  held  a  maximum  of  seven  in  January, 
five  in  September  and  four  in  November  and  December. 

M  Pairs  bred  or  were  present  at  the  following  sites  during  the  breeding 
season:  Bentley  Priory,  Brent  Res.,  River  Colne  at  Denham, 
Donkey  Wood  at  Hounslow,  Green  Bridge  near  Harefield,  Hare- 
field  Lock,  Rammey  Marsh,  Vicarage  Farm  at  Enfield  and  Wood 
Green  Res.  Outside  the  breeding  season  widespread  in  ones  and 
twos,  including  Inner  London.  There  was  one  count  of  four  at  the 
Civic  Centre,  Uxbridge,  on  Oct.  23rd. 

B  A  pair  present  at  Denham  Court  in  the  breeding  season.  There  were 
no  other  counts  of  more  than  two. 

K  In  the  breeding  season  pairs  were  present  or  bred  at  the  following 
sites:  River  Darent  walk,  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  River  Ravensbourne 
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at  Lewisham  and  at  Southend  Pond,  Ruxley  G.P.  and  Valence  Wood 
at  Westerham.  Outside  the  breeding  season  the  maximum  count  was 
four  at  Greenwich  on  Dec.  1st. 

S  In  the  breeding  season  pairs  were  present  at  the  following  sites: 
Beddington  S.F.  (3+  pairs),  Beverley  Brook/Wimbledon  Common 
(2  pairs),  Carshalton  Ponds,  Hogsmill  S.F.,  Hogsmill  River  at 
Kingston  and  Tolworth,  River  Ember  at  Molesey,  Teddington  Lock 
and  River  Wandle  between  Morden  Park  and  Butter  Hill  (4 
territories).  Present  at  a  further  four  sites.  Outside  the  breeding 
season  the  highest  counts  were  at  Beddington  S.F. ,  six  in  January  and 
five  from  September  to  November.  Inner  London:  a  pair  bred  at 
Battersea  Power  Station.  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  3rd.  Recorded 
outside  the  breeding  season  in  ones  and  twos  along  the  River 
Thames. 

328a  Pied  Wagtail 

Widespread  as  a  winter  visitor  and  breeding  bird.  Three  pairs 
recorded  as  probably  breeding  in  Inner  London.  Large  counts  and 
roosts  are  included  in  the  summary. 

E  Gants  Hill,  roost  of  200  from  October  to  December.  Rainham 
Marsh,  51  on  Mar.  12th.  Walthamstow  Res.,  25  on  Mar.  14th. 

H  Mill  Green  S.F.,  maxima  of  87  in  January,  116  in  February,  65  in 
March,  24  in  October,  70  in  November  and  112  in  December.  Ten 
pairs  bred  at  this  site.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  32  on  Jan.  13th  and  70  on  Dec. 
12th.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  40  on  Mar.  29th. 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  150  in  November  and  70  in  December.  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  collecting  food  on  June  3rd. 
Regent’s  Park,  probably  bred.  No  records  of  roosts  in  Inner  London 
(does  this  represent  a  change  in  the  birds’  or  observers’  habits?). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  20+  on  Nov.  20th.  Dunton  Green  roost,  310  on 
Feb.  13th. 

S  Richmond,  a  roost  of  160  on  Jan.  2nd.  Beddington  S.F. ,  30+  on  Nov. 
8th.  Inner  London:  a  pair  bred  at  Battersea  Park,  rearing  four  young. 

328b  White  Wagtail 

A  reasonable  spring  passage  from  Mar.  25th  to  May  14th,  at  20  sites. 
At  least  48  birds  were  involved,  but  there  may  have  been  as  many  as 
75.  The  most  notable  record  was  of  13,  including  ten  together,  at 
King  George  VI  Res.  There  was  one  autumn  record. 

E  King  George  V  Res. ,  singles  on  many  dates  from  Apr.  8th  to  May  5th 
(mo),  two  on  Apr.  10th  (rmc)  and  20th  (pjv),  and  three  on  Apr.  12th 
(pjv).  Netherhall  G.P.  one  on  Apr.  26th  (gjw).  Walthamstow  Res., 
two  on  Apr.  11th  (jf),  singles  on  Apr.  12th  (lg)  and  14th  (psaa). 
Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (pjv). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  singles  on  Apr.  26th  and  May  2nd  (gjw).  Kingsmead, 
one  on  May  10th  (gjw,  adw).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  29th 
(gjw).  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  on  Mar.  28th  (avm).  Tyttenhanger  G.P. , 
one  on  Mar.  30th  (jht). 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  two  on  Apr.  17th  (je).  Cranford  Park,  one  on 
Mar.  30th  (rem).  King  George  VI  Res.,  13  on  Apr.  20th  and  singles 
on  Apr.  22nd  and  25th  (pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  18th 
(rbh).  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  20th  and  two  on  the  2 1st  (sc). 
Staines  Res.  one  on  Apr.  4th  (frc),  two  on  Apr.  9th  (cl)  and  one  on 
Apr.  29th  (pjc). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  1 1th  (pn).  Woodlands  Park,  one  on 
Apr.  5th  (rbh). 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  2nd,  3rd,  5th,  11th,  16th  and  24th 
(ajb,  rbh,  rjs),  two  on  the  21st  and  22nd  (rbh,  jppw)  and  four  on  the 
23rd  (rbh),  and  one  from  May  10th  to  14th  (rbh,  bpa);  in  the 
autumn  a  juvenile  was  present  on  Oct.  24th  (rbh).  Beddington  S.F. , 
one  on  Mar.  25th  and  28th,  two  on  Apr.  3rd  and  one  on  Apr.  24th 
(cb /,  gdjm).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on  Mar.  29th  (dv). 

1986  Additional  Records 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  singles  on  May  2nd,  3rd,  5th  and  15th  (sc). 

329  Waxwing 

E  Loughton,  one  from  Jan.  14th  to  17th  (re^). 

This  is  the  second  year  running  that  there  has  been  a  record  from  the 
Essex  sector.  The  two  records  last  year  (1986)  were  the  first  since 
1982. 

330  Dipper 

H  River  Ver  south  of  St.  Albans,  a  bird  of  the  nominate  Continental 
black-bellied  race  C.  c.  cinclus  was  present  from  Dec.  27th  into  1988 
(mr). 

This  is  the  twelfth  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  first  since 
1982. 

331  Wren 

Some  evidence  of  a  small  recovery  despite  the  cold  weather  in 
January  and  February  1987.  A  detailed  analysis  is  not  possible  as  this 
remains  an  under-reported  species.  The  Inner  London  records  only 
provide  a  suggestion  of  its  true  status  and  it  is  probable  that  many  of 
the  larger  squares  and  gardens  with  suitable  vegetation  are  home  to 
the  Wren. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  17  singing  cfcf. 

H  Amwell  G.P.  five  pairs  bred.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  26  singing  males. 
Chorleywood  Common,  13  singing  cfcf  on  May  30th.  Rickmans- 
worth  Aquadrome,  17  singing  <j  cf  on  June  14th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  20 
on  June  10th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  the  population  recovered  to  eight  pairs  (from  three) 
on  census  plot.  The  totals  for  the  last  six  years  are  shown  below. 
1982  1983  1984  1985  1986  1987 

19  21  14  12  3  8 

Inner  London:  in  the  Royal  Parks  present  during  the  breeding  season 
in  Hyde  Park,  Kensington  Gardens,  Regent’s  Park  (14  territories), 
and  St.  James’s  Park.  Also  present  at  the  following  sites:  The 
Avenue,  Nl,  nest  predated  by  grey  squirrel:  Barbican;  Camley 
Street  Nature  Park;  Gordon  Square,  a  pair  with  at  least  four  fledged 
young  on  June  16th;  Hammersmith  Cemetery;  Holland  Park;  Holy 
Trinity  churchyard,  SW7;  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  two  singing;  St. 
Pancras  Gardens;  Thurloe  Square,  SW7. 

K  Dartford  Heath,  a  small  increase  from  last  year.  Littlebrook  G.P., 
20+  on  June  28th.  Scadbury  Park,  27  singing  males. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  50  territories  in  Common  Birds  Census  area. 
Banstead  Wood,  14  singing  on  June  27th.  Barwell  Court,  13  pairs  in 
Common  Birds  Census  area.  Bookham  Common,  21  pairs  in  16 
hectares  of  oakwood,  compared  with  an  average  of  26  from  1981  to 
1984;  no  survey  was  undertaken  in  1985  or  1986.  Inner  London: 
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Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  two  singing.  Battersea  Park,  at  least  20 
pairs.  Burgess  Park  (3  territories).  The  Cut,  SE1,  one  singing  in 
April. 

333  Dunnock 

This  common  species  is  by  its  nature  unobtrusive  and  it  is  not 
therefore  surprising  that  it,  and  its  amazingly  promiscuous  life  style, 
are  little  recorded.  The  records  below  are  thus  a  small  sample  of  its 
status. 

H  Chorleywood  Common,  seven  singing  on  Apr.  18th.  Rickmansworth 
Aquadrome,  five  singing  on  May  9th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  six  pairs  in  census  plot,  the  same  as  in  1985  and  1986. 
Inner  London:  Gordon  Square,  a  pair  with  four  fledged  young  and 
four  other  birds  on  June  17th.  Regent's  Park,  six  pairs  nested  in  one 
small  section  of  the  park.  St.  James’s  Park,  at  least  four  singing  birds. 
Widespread  in  small  numbers  wherever  suitable  habitat  occurs. 

K  No  census  plot  results  for  comparison  this  year.  Dartford  Heath,  15  + 
singing  cfc?  on  May  5th.  High  Elms,  three  pairs  bred. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  one  pair  in  Common  Bird  Census  area.  Barwell 
Court,  17  pairs  in  Common  Bird  Census  area.  Bucklands  S.P.,  a 
small  influx  noted  in  the  second  half  of  September.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  at  least  18  pairs  bred. 

336  Robin 

Another  of  our  ‘taken-for-granted’  birds.  Where  continuity  in 
recording  exists  the  Robin  appears  to  be  having  mixed  fortunes, 
although  habitat  change  may  be  responsible  for  the  decline  in  one 
case.  There  is  no  evidence  that,  overall,  the  Robin  in  London  has 
fared  differently  to  the  national  trend,  which  shows  the  index  much 
as  it  was  in  1976. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  15  on  Oct.  4th.  Chorleywood  Common.  21  singing 
on  May  30th.  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  eight  singing  on  June 
27th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  20  on  Oct.  24th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  eight  pairs  on  census  plot  (13  in  1985)  -  the  reduction 
is  probably  due  to  continued  scrub  clearance.  Queen  Mary  G.P.. 
described  as  a  good  year  with  breeding  well  advanced  in  April  and 
‘good  numbers'  of  juveniles  trapped.  Inner  London:  Recorded  from 
most  London  parks.  Highest  counts  and  confirmed  breeding  records 
are  given.  Gordon  Square,  at  least  one  pair  bred.  Holland  Park, 
bred.  Hyde  Park,  five  on  May  10th.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  two  pairs 
bred.  Regent’s  Park,  eight  pairs  in  one  small  section  of  the  Park 
surveyed.  Thurloe  Square,  bred. 

K  Brooklands  Lakes,  Dartford,  at  least  ten  all  year.  Dartford  Heath, 
20+  singing  on  May  5th.  Dartford  Marsh.  19  singing  on  Oct.  18th. 
Downham,  described  as  becoming  commoner.  High  Elms,  between 
13  and  15  all  year.  Scadbury  Park,  37  on  Mar.  15th. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  28  territories  in  Common  Bird  Census  area,  an 
increase  of  two  on  last  year.  Bookham  Common,  29  pairs  in  16 
hectares  of  oakwood,  which  held  26  to  28  pairs  in  1981  to  1984.  Sixty 
Acre  Wood,  23  pairs  in  Common  Bird  Census  area.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  at  least  20  pairs  bred. 

338  Nightingale 

An  increase  in  records  with  a  maximum  of  30  singing  birds  on 
territory  compared  with  23  in  1986.  This  is  a  similar  number  to  1984 
and  1985.  All  records  are  given  below. 
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E  Copped  Hall,  one  singing  (re).  Dagnam  Park,  one  singing  on  May 
22nd  (crj).  Epping  Forest,  four  singing  (ab /).  Fishers  Green,  two 
singing  (gjw  et  al.).  Hainault  Forest,  seven  pairs  bred  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  singing  on  Apr.  22nd,  presumed  to  be  a  passage 
bird  (gjw).  Box  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  9th  and  10th  (gjw). 
Broxbourne  Woods,  one  singing  on  June  10th  (asms).  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  one  singing  from  May  4th  to  13th  (pl,  bt,  gjw,  adw).  Northaw 
Great  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  9th  (ch).  West  Hyde,  one  singing 
on  May  7th,  presumed  to  be  a  passage  bird  (ph«). 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  one  singing  on  May  2nd  and  an  immature  trapped 
on  Aug.  15th  (hrg). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  singing  on  Apr.  23rd,  28th  and  May  13th. 
(snr). 

S  Ashstead  Common,  one  singing  on  May  17th  (wri).  Bookham 
Common,  three  singing  on  Apr.  17th  (esb),  two  or  three  on  May  10th 
(rhk),  two  on  May  19th  and  one  on  May  28th  (ajb).  Epsom 
Common,  one  singing  on  May  10th  (ipcm),  27th  and  31st  (wri).  Ham 
Lands,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (jh).  Headley  Heath,  one  singing  on  May 
28th  (ipcm).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  singing  on  May  15th  (dlw). 

342  Black  Redstart 

Winter  records  were  from  Barn  Elms  Res.  (February),  King  George 
V  Res.  (January),  Rainham  (January  and  November),  Rainham 
Marsh  (January),  Staines  Res.  (January  and  February),  Staines  and 
King  George  VI  Reservoirs  (November  and  December)  afid  Wm. 
Girling  Res.  (January,  February  and  November). 

Spring  passage  was  recorded  from  Mar.  15th  at  15  sites.  In  the 
autumn,  passage  was  from  Aug.  29th  with  most  records  between  Oct. 
10th  and  25th.  Up  to  two  birds  were  seen  at  eleven  sites. 

Breeding  season  records  are  summarised  below.  There  was  a  small 
increase  in  proved  breeding.  Records  of  single  singing  males  are 
open  to  some  duplication  where  there  are  several  observers  or 
adjacent  sites.  Once  again  there  was  no  access  to  Beckton  Gas 
Works. 


Pairs 

proved 

breeding 

Other 

pairs 

present 

Additional 

singing 

males 

Observers 

E 

Beckton  Gas  Works 

? 

(no  access) 

Rainham 

2 

MKD 

Silvertown 

1 

PAB 

Stratford 

1 

DFH 

Walthamstow  Res. 

1 

JF 

M 

Brimsdown 

1 

1 

JF 

Fulham  Gas  Works 

1 

IM 

Heathrow  Airport 

1 

JAS 

Tottenham 

1 

jf  et  al. 

Inner  London: 

Camley  St. 

1 

AJM 

Farringdon  Road 

1 

DV 

St.  Pancras  Station 

1 

AJM 

Wapping  High  St. 

1 

PR 

K 

Belvedere  Power  Station 

1-Elf 

PJS 

Dartford 

1 

AJM 

Deptford  4 

1 

EGe 

Littlebrook  Power  Station 

2 

1 

AJM,  BEW 
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Barn  Elms  Res. 

1 

RBH.  WRi 

Inner  London: 

Albert  Embankment 

1 

cr 

Bankside 

1 

CJM.  CS 

Battersea  Power  Station 

2 

3 

DAB 

Battersea  BR  yard 

1 

DAB 

Southwark 

1 

DJ,  PJS 

Surrey  Docks 

1 

DAM 

Vauxhall  Bridge 

1 

GT 

Vauxhall  Station 

1 

GT 

Totals 

9 

5 

19 

1986  Additional  Records 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  a  pair  present  with  a  juvenile  in  July  increases  the 
1986  total  of  pairs  proved  breeding  to  six.  A  $ /immature  was  at  the 
same  site  from  Nov.  30th  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Fifty  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA.  1937. 


Black  Redstart 

M  Hendon,  one  on  Oct.  31st. 

(This  was  the  onlv  published  record  of  the  vear.  although  three  pairs  bred  annually  at  Wembley  from 
1925  to  1941  -  Ed.) 


343  Redstart 

The  Redstart  made  a  welcome  return  to  the  list  of  London's  breeding 
birds  after  last  year’s  lapse.  Two  pairs  bred  in  Epping  Forest  with  at 
least  one  further  pair  present.  It  was  also  present  at  three  other  sites 
in  the  breeding  season.  The  first  record  of  the  spring  was  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  Apr.  5th,  with  a  further  five  birds  in  the  next 
week.  There  was  then  a  noticeable  passage  from  the  18th  to  24th  with 
11  records.  In  the  autumn  the  last  bird  was  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Oct. 
17th.  The  two  sites  of  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  and  Dagnam  Park 
were  outstanding  in  the  autumn.  All  records  are  summarised  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Aug.  17th,  two  on  Sept.  9th,  one  on  15th  and 
16th,  three  on  the  17th  and  one  on  the  18th  and  21st  (crj).  Epping 
Forest,  three  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  of  which  two  bred 
(cf).  Lea  Bridge  Road,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (gcdj,  gr/i).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  16th  and  17th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  5th  and  6th  (ndb,  pl  et  al.).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug.  29th 
(dl,  pl). 

H  Singles  were  seen  in  spring  at:  Amwell  G.P.  on  Apr.  18th  (br).  North 
Mymms  Church  on  Apr.  20th  (spc),  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Apr.  23rd 
(wgl)  and  Troy  Mill  G.P.  on  Apr.  18th  (rbh).  In  the  breeding 
season  a  J  was  recorded  at  Northaw  Great  Wood  on  May  9th  and 
10th  (ch,  db),  and  a  cf  was  singing  on  24th  and  26th  (pl,  spn). 

M  Belmont  Farm,  Mill  Hill,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (wah).  Bentley  Priory, 
one  on  Apr.  20th  (hhs).  Enfield,  one  in  a  garden  on  Sept.  14th 
(adh).  Home  Park  G.C.,  two  on  May  9th  (sdbs).  Kempton  Park 
Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  21st  (rbh),  24th  (ts)  and  Sept.  10th  (rjh). 
Kensal  Rise,  one  on  Apr.  10th  in  a  garden,  close  to  the  Inner  London 
boundary  (seb).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (gar). 
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Stanmore  Common,  one  on  May  10th  and  two  on  May  30th  (DBm). 
Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  none  in  spring  but  a  record  autumn,  with  40 
bird/days  from  Aug.  26th  to  Oct.  15th,  with  six  on  Sept.  7th,  twice  the 
previous  highest  total  here  (rmc). 

K  Only  one  record  this  year,  disappointing,  especially  when  the 
Redstart  breeds  in  Kent  within  a  few  miles  of  the  London  Area 
boundary.  Norman  Park,  Bromley,  one  on  Apr.  18th  (atj). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  July  20th  (jppw)  and  Aug.  9th  (nac). 
Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  May  7th  and  Oct.  2nd  (gdjm).  Ham 
Lands,  singles  on  Apr.  6th,  12th,  18th  and  21st  (rjh).  Morden  Hall 
Park,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (rhk).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Aug.  28th 
(ed  0. 


Twenty-five  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA.  1962. 


Redstart 


Only  31  breeding  pairs  were  reported,  in  contrast  to  no  less  than  51  in  1961  and  35  in 
I960.... 


344  Whinchat 

In  the  breeding  season  there  were  one  or  two  pairs  at  Rainham  Marsh 
(mkd)  and  a  male  singing  at  West  Thurrock  (mkd)  during  May.  In 
addition  there  were  records  of  a  J  at  Stanmore  Country  Park  on  June 
6th  (DBm)  and  a  juvenile  bird  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  July  7th  (gdjm). 
Spring  passage  occurred  from  Apr.  17th  to  May  24th  with  an  early 
peak  from  Apr.  19th  to  26th  and  the  main  arrival  from  May  9th  to 
17th.  The  highest  count  was  four  on  May  15th  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 

In  the  autumn,  passage  birds  were  more  than  four  times  more 
plentiful  than  in  spring.  Passage  was  from  Aug.  1st  to  Oct.  31st,  with 
the  exception  of  a  bird  at  Rammey  Marsh  which  lingered  until  Nov. 
14th.  The  highest  counts  came  from  Fairlop  with  15  on  Sept.  20th.  No 
other  site  had  a  count  in  double  figures.  The  peak  of  the  autumn 
migration  was  from  Aug.  28th  to  Sept.  20th,  with  highest  numbers,  as 
expected,  at  weekends. 

Inner  London:  Albert  Embankment,  one  on  Sept.  29th  (gt). 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  14th  (trd7). 

345  Stonechat 

The  Stonechat  continued  to  suffer  a  decline  and  there  were  only  six 
pairs  reported  as  breeding.  There  were  no  other  breeding  season 
records  which  may  have  related  to  breeding  birds. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  five  pairs  bred,  a  decrease  from  eight  or  nine 
(mkd).  Winter  records  were  five  at  Rainham  Marsh  from  January  to 
March  and  six  in  November  and  December.  The  only  other  reports 
were  of  singles  at  West  Thurrock  on  Jan.  18th  and  Sewardstone  on 
Apr.  10th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  9  from  Mar.  28th  to  30th. 

M  Hounslow  Heath,  one  pair  bred  (cl).  Records  outside  the  breeding 
season  were:  Parkside  Farm,  Enfield,  one  from  Aug.  6th  to  19th. 
Rammey  Marsh,  a  pair  from  Jan.  1st  to  3rd  and  a  single  $  in 
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February,  November  and  December.  Staines  Moor,  a  cf  on  Oct. 
11th. 

B  Denham  Mount,  a  O"  on  Feb.  12th.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Apr. 
9th. 

K  The  area  of  Dartford  Marshes  including  Littlebrook  G.P.  produced 
records  of  a  pair  in  January,  November  and  December  but  not  in  the 
breeding  season,  a  sad  decline  from  the  three  to  five  pairs  of  previous 
years.  Elmers  End  S.F.,  a  pair  in  February  and  a  cf  in  October. 

S  There  were  no  breeding  season  records.  Those  recorded  were:  Barn 
Elms  Res.,  a  cf  on  Mar.  29th.  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  on  Jan.  3rd,  a 
$  in  October  and  two  on  Dec.  28th.  Epsom  Common,  two  or  three 
from  January  to  March.  Ham  Lands,  a  ^/immature  on  Oct.  27th. 
Hersham  G.P.,  a  $  on  Oct.  25th.  Hogsmill  S.F.,  a  cf  on  Jan.  3rd. 
Molesey  Heath,  two  on  Oct.  3rd  and  a  cf  on  Oct.  28th.  South 
Norwood  S.F,  a  cf  on  Oct.  3rd. 

1985/1986  Additional  Records 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  a  cf  from  Dec.  8th  1985  to  Feb.  28th  1986,  with  two 
Cf  Cf  on  Feb.  15th  and  21st;  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a  cf  from  Oct.  3rd 
to  7th,  a  $  on  Oct.  31st  and  then  a  pair  from  Nov.  2nd  into  1987  with 
three  on  Nov.  30th. 

346  Wheatear 

The  first  bird  of  spring  was  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  the 
comparatively  late  date  of  Mar.  21st  (pn).  There  were  then  only  14 
further  birds  until  Mar.  28th  when  the  surprising  total  of  109  birds 
was  counted  across  London.  During  the  period  from  Mar.  28th  to 
Apr.  5th  there  were  350  bird/days,  including  34  at  Queen  Mother 
Res.  on  Mar.  28th  (cl)  and  33  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  the  same  day 
(pra)  and  29  here  on  the  30th  (gdjm),  and  22  at  Staines  Moor  on 
Mar.  30th  (mjw).  There  were  no  more  noticeable  peaks  and  a  further 
118  bird/days  were  added  by  May  23rd  when  migration  appeared  to 
have  finished.  The  total  number  of  records  for  the  spring  was  483 
bird/days  from  59  sites.  Such  figures  must  be  treated  with  caution  as 
the  bias  towards  weekends  and  well  watched  sites  must  distort  the 
picture.  There  were  two  records  of  birds  showing  the  characteristics 
of  the  Greenland  race  O.o.leucorrhoa,  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  Apr.  26th 
and  at  Netherhall  on  Apr.  27th  (gjw).  A  $  at  Stanmore  Country 
Park  (DBm)  on  June  7th  and  one  on  June  21st  at  Coopers  Green  (spc) 
were  both  on  unusual  dates. 

A  bird  at  Rainham  seen  on  July  11th  (kp)  and  16th  (crj)  was 
extremely  early  for  a  migrant.  Other  than  this  autumn  passage 
commenced  with  two  birds  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  July  29th  (cl),  and 
one  at  Hackney  on  the  same  date  (gj,  gr/i).  Autumn  passage  was 
steady  but  no  site  recorded  more  than  ten  birds  on  any  day.  There 
was  a  small  p'eak  from  Sept.  18th  to  20th  with  45  bird/days.  The  only 
report  after  Oct.  23rd  was  a  bird  which  stayed  until  Nov.  8th  at  King 
George  VI  Res.  (avm,  pn).  In  total  the  autumn  passage  was  289 
bird/days  from  36  sites.  Altogether  the  number  of  records  in  1987  was 
about  25%  down  on  1986. 

Inner  London:  Albert  Embankment,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (gt).  Bat¬ 
tersea  Park,  two  on  Mar.  25th  and  one  on  the  28th  (bm).  Hyde  Park, 
one  on  Aug.  14th  (sgp).  Lockington  Road.  SW8,  one  on  Sept.  7th 
(bm).  Regent's  Park,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  and  Sept.  14th  (trdO.  Surrey 
Docks,  three  on  Mar.  29th  (dam). 
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359  Ring  Ouzel 

Twenty-four  birds  in  a  year  is  about  three  times  the  average  since 
1947  and  just  one  short  of  the  1977  record  year.  A  female  at  Wm. 
Girling  and  King  George  V  Reservoirs  stayed  from  Nov.  17th  to  the 
year’s  end,  making  it  the  second  consecutive  year  that  there  has  been 
a  wintering  bird  in  London.  There  were  18  records  during  the  spring, 
spread  between  Mar.  29th  and  May  21st,  with  ten  between  Apr.  17th 
and  25th.  The  five  autumn  records  were  from  Oct.  10th  to  26th. 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  cf  on  Apr.  12th  (pf).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  cf  on 
Apr.  17th  (pj wetal.).  Romford,  two  cfcf  from  Apr.  17th  to  22nd  (ds 
etal.).  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  cf  on  Apr.  11th  (db).  Wm.  Girling/King 
George  V  Reservoirs,  a  $  from  Nov.  17th  to  Dec.  31st  (rmc  etal.). 
H  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Apr.  25th  (bts,  sp<?). 

M  Bushy  Park,  two  on  Oct.  24th  (res).  Hampton  Court  Park,  a  cf  on 
Mar.  29th  (sdbs).  Harrow  School,  a  $  on  May  21st  (mt).  Rammey 
Marsh,  a  cf  on  May  4th  and  5th  (sc).  Staines  Res. ,  a  cf  from  May  2nd 
to  8th  (avm,  pn  et  al.).  Upper  Halliford  Green,  a  cf  on  Apr.  7th 
(jas).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  two  cf  Cf  on  Apr.  22nd  (rmc).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  cfcf  on  Oct.  10th  (trdI). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  a  cf  on  Apr.  22nd  (pjs). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  (lcf)  on  Apr.  22nd  (gdjm,  mjm),  and  a  $  on 
Oct.  26th  (gdjm).  Molesey  G.P.,  a  5  on  Apr.  25th  (sjs).  Margery,  a 
Cf  on  Apr.  2nd  (gwjh). 

1986  Correction 

M  Harrow,  the  cf  first  seen  on  Apr.  16th  remained  until  Apr.  19th. 

360  Blackbird 

An  extremely  successful  species.  Any  site  in  London  with  open  space 
and  some  cover  is  used.  The  summary  gives  high  counts  and  numbers 
breeding  in  census  areas. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  100  on  Nov.  15th.  Waltham  Abbey,  50+  on  Nov. 
27  th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  50  on  Oct.  20th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  160  on  Oct.  4th. 
Chorleywood  Common,  11  singing  cfcf  on  May  30th.  Rye  Meads 
S.F.,  52  on  Oct.  15th. 

M  Chiswick  House,  a  95%  albino  on  Jan.  7th.  Osterley  Park,  nine 
territories  in  census  plot,  down  from  12,  probably  due  to  continued 
scrub  clearance.  Inner  London:  widespread  in  gardens,  parks  and 
squares,  with  successful  breeding  reported  from  many  sites.  Green 
Park,  26  on  Nov.  28th.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  49  on 
Nov.  28th.  Regent’s  Park,  20  pairs  bred,  45  on  Nov.  28th.  St.  James’s 
Park,  40  on  Nov.  28th. 

K  Jubilee  Park,  45  on  Dec.  7th.  Long  Reach  S.F.,  50+  in  December. 
S  Barwell  Court,  25  pairs  in  Common  Bird  Census  area.  Bookham 
Common,  ten  pairs  in  16  hectares  of  oakwood.  Sixty  Acre  Wood, 
eight  pairs  in  Common  Bird  Census  area.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  c.30  pairs  bred,  50  on  Oct.  21st. 

364  Fieldfare 

Numbers  at  the  start  of  the  year  were  low,  there  were  no  counts  of 
more  than  150  in  January.  Westerly  passage  was  noted  on  Jan.  12th  at 
Hoblingwell  Wood  (120),  Kew  (55),  New  Cross  (40)  and  Sidcup  (48). 
The  largest  January  flock  was  150  at  Fishers  Green,  with  only  four 
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other  counts  of  100  or  more.  A  high  pressure  system  brought  freezing 
weather  over  much  of  Britain  from  the  10th  to  20th  but  the  thousands 
of  Fieldfares  arriving  in  the  northeast  of  Britain  do  not  appear  to 
have  continued  south.  February  numbers  remained  comparatively 
low,  and  the  scarcity  of  Fieldfares,  Redwings  and  Siskins  was 
recorded  nationally,  athough  200  were  noted  at  Horton  Country 
Park  on  the  4th.  Colder  weather  mid-month  brought  counts  of  300  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  the  8th,  200  at  Bell  Lane  Fields  on  the  15th  and 
400  at  Batlers  Green  on  the  17th.  Eight  other  sites  recorded  more 
than  100.  The  largest  counts  in  March  were  250  birds  at  Beddington 
S.F.  on  the  3rd,  250  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  the  7th,  c.220  at  Stonehill 
Farm,  Wilmington,  on  the  8th,  200  at  Fishers  Green  on  the  20th  and 
200  at  Harlow  on  the  22nd.  Passage  was  noted  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on 
the  28th  and  at  Cannon  Hill  on  the  31st.  In  April  the  highest  count 
was  a  roost  of  128  at  Whitehill  Farm,  Harefield  on  the  5th.  The  last 
birds  of  spring  were  at  Alexandra  Park  on  the  exceptional  date  of 
May  25th. 

The  first  birds  in  the  autumn  were  singles  at  Bromley  Common  on  the 
early  date  of  Sept.  16th,  followed  by  Worcester  Park  on  Oct.  1st  and 
Barn  Elms  Res.  and  Ham  Lands  both  on  the  4th.  There  were  few 
October  records  and  none  of  over  30  birds.  Early  November  brought 
an  increase  in  numbers  with  200  at  Fishers  Green  on  the  2nd.  By  the 
8th  numbers  at  Dartford  Marsh  reached  300  and  100+  were  noted  at 
three  other  sites.  On  the  13th,  Fishers  Green  held  300  and  there  were 
250  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  the  14th.  Although  visible  migration  was 
noted,  numbers  were  small.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  Fishers  Green  and 
Harlow  had  flocks  of  500  on  the  15th  and  the  Dartford  Marsh 
numbers  remained  at  300.  Some  visible  movements  were  noted  from 
17th  to  22nd  but  numbers  were  low,  the  highest  count  being  120  in 
one  hour  at  Tottenham  on  the  17th  from  07.30  hrs.  December  still 
failed  to  bring  any  large  counts  or  movements.  Those  w'orth  noting 
were  250  at  Roydon  on  the  13th,  250  at  Fishers  Green  on  the  18th, 
c.200  at  Stoke  D’Abernon  on  the  20th  and  250  at  Dartford  Marsh  on 
the  26th. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Jan.  13th  and  16  on  Oct.  29th. 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Jan.  23rd,  14  on  Nov.  10th  and  150  on  Nov. 
17th.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Nov.  28th. 


365  Song  Thrush 

Records  of  breeding  in  sample  plots  and  noted  gatherings  as  well  as 
breeding  records  in  Inner  London  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  20  on  Oct.  3rd.  Fairlop,  14  on  Oct.  30th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  25  on  Sept.  28th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  50  on  Oct.  4th.  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  30  on  Oct.  24th  and  Nov.  6th  and  7th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  four  pairs  bred  in  census  plot.  Inner  London:  singing 
males  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred  in  Regent's  Park 
(14  pairs)  and  St.  James’s  Park.  Known  to  have  bred  at  The  Avenue, 
NW6,  and  Rosemary  Gardens.  During  the  breeding  season  present 
in  many  other  gardens  and  parks. 

K  High  Elms,  four  pairs  bred.  Commonly  reported  elsewhere. 

S  Arbrook  Wood,  five  pairs  in  Common  Bird  Census  area.  Sixty  Acre 
Wood,  two  pairs  in  Common  Bird  Census  area.  Barwell  Court,  three 
pairs  in  Common  Bird  Census  area.  Inner  London:  bred  at  Battersea 
Park  (13  pairs)  and  Burgess  Park. 
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366  Redwing 

Numbers  in  January  were  very  low  and  no  significant  movements 
were  evident.  The  only  record  of  over  100  was  of  200  at  Surbiton 
G.C.  on  the  29th.  Several  observers  commented  on  the  scarcity  of 
winter  thrushes  and  there  were  no  counts  over  100  in  February,  80  at 
Stocker’s  Lake  being  the  biggest  gathering.  In  March  there  were  150 
at  Beddington  S.F.  on  the  17th,  200  at  Croxley  Green  on  the  18th  and 
100  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  the  25th,  no  other  sites  recording  more  than 
50.  April  numbers  were  low.  The  last  bird  of  spring  was  at  Amwell 
G.P.  on  Apr.  25th. 

The  first  record  in  the  autumn  was  of  two  at  Ruxley  G.P.  on  Sept. 
4th.  There  were  three  more  September  records,  one  at  Amwell  G.P. 
on  the  21st,  six  at  Dagnam  Park  on  the  28th  and  five  flying  N  at 
Uxbridge  on  the  30th.  October  numbers  remained  low  with  no  three 
figure  counts  at  any  site.  Some  small  movements  were  noted,  the 
largest  being  at  Woodmansterne  where  61  flew  SW  in  half  an  hour. 
The  only  count  of  over  100  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  150  at  Frays 
Meadows  on  Nov.  28th.  Ten  sites  had  50  or  more  but  in  general  the 
mild  weather  meant  very  low  numbers  of  this  species.  Unlike  last 
year  few  were  seen  in  gardens  and  the  resident  Blackbirds  were  not 
overwhelmed  with  Redwings  and  Fieldfares,  as  was  the  case  in  1986. 

Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  three  on  Jan.  13th,  six  on  Feb.  4th, 
ten  on  Mar.  2nd  and  25th,  two  on  Apr.  2nd,  one  on  Oct.  4th  and  eight 
on  Oct.  23rd.  Holland  Park,  eight  on  Feb.  14th.  Regent’s  Park,  one 
on  Nov.  3rd.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  in  January.  Vardew  St. ,  El ,  heard 
flying  over  on  four  dates  in  October. 


367  Mistle  Thrush 

Counts  of  late  summer  and  early  autumn  gatherings,  local  census 
counts  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  32  on  Aug.  26th.  Weald  Park,  30  on  Aug.  9th. 

H  Theobalds  Park,  23  on  Sept.  14th.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  30  on  Oct. 
10th. 

M  Parliament  Fields,  25  on  Aug.  22nd.  The  Ridgeway,  Mill  Hill,  22 
flying  through  St.  Paul’s  churchyard  on  Sept.  15th.  Inner  London: 
The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  pair  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  six  pairs  bred. 

K  Jubilee  Park,  22  on  June  6th.  Stonehill  Farm,  Wilmington,  30+  on 
Nov.  8th. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  three  pairs  in  Common  Bird  Census  area.  Barn 
Elms  Park,  25,  including  many  juveniles  on  Aug.  6th.  Beddington 
S.F.,  30  on  Sept.  30th.  Sixty  Acre  Wood,  two  pairs  in  Common  Bird 
Census  area.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  five  pairs  bred. 

369  Cetti’s  Warbler 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one,  probably  a  £,  from  Jan.  1st  to  28th  and  Mar. 
4th  (gjw,  adw  etal.).  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P. ,  one,  probably  a  § ,  on 
Jan.  7th,  9th  and  Mar.  13th  (gjw). 

The  Cheshunt  G.P.  bird  was  first  seen  on  Dec.  20th  1986.  This  is  the 
12th  year  in  succession  that  this  species  has  been  seen  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  Lea  Valley,  but  it  remains  a  rarity  elsewhere. 

373  Grasshopper  Warbler 

A  small  improvement  on  1986  with  two  pairs  known  to  have  bred; 
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five  other  singing  males  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season  and 
migrants  were  recorded  at  ten  other  localities.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Fishers  Green,  four  singing  cfcf  in  May.  Nazeing,  one  reeling  on 
Apr.  23rd.  West  Thurrock,  one  reeling  on  July  12th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  two  pairs,  at  least  one  of  which  bred;  three  singing 
Cf  Cf  for  a  brief  period  in  May.  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  singing  cT (j 
on  May  10th  and  17th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  cf  from  July  1st  to  7th  and 
two  on  July  5th.  Hatfield,  one  from  July  21st  to  24th.  Rve  House 
Marsh,  a  cf  on  Apr.  14th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  up  to  three  cfcf  in  the 
second  half  of  April,  two  cfcf  summered,  last  seen  Aug.  8th. 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  a  cf  Apr.  18th  to  20th,  two  cfcf  Apr.  21st  to 
25th. 

M  Stanmore  Country  Park,  one  reeling  on  Apr.  25th,  May  26th,  29th 
and  31st. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  one  reeling  on  May  29th  and  30th;  up  to  two  reeling 
in  July,  a  total  of  three  trapped  on  July  11th  and  18th  included  a 
juvenile,  three  seen  on  July  25th  included  an  unringed  juvenile;  last 
heard  reeling  on  July  28th,  presumed  to  have  bred. 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  19th  and  20th,  two  on  Apr.  25th  and 
26th;  one  on  Aug.  9th. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  a  pair  on  Apr.  25th.  a  cf  singing  on  May  14th  and 
one,  probably  a  juvenile,  on  July  12th. 

Twenty-five  years  ago... 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA.  1962. 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

As  in  1961.  about  30  individuals  were  seen  and  all  records  were  restricted  to  Essex.  Kent 
and  Surrey;  21  of  these  were  cock  birds  in  song  in  suitable  habitat  outside  the  normal 
period  of  spring  arrival.  Breeding  success  was  not  known. 


378  Sedge  Warbler 

Pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding  season  were  88  in 
Essex,  196  in  Herts.,  16  in  Middx.,  24  in  Bucks.,  16  in  Kent,  18  in 
Surrey,  a  total  of  358  compared  with  335  in  1986.  More  than  usual 
were  seen  on  the  spring  passage  at  Queen  Mary  G.P.  but  the  autumn 
passage  there  was  poor  with  none  seen  after  Aug.  29th.  Localities 
with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (totals  in  brackets)  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Ingrebourne  Valley  (40),  Rainham  Marsh  (20)  and  Walthamstow 
Res.  (18).  • 

H  Amwell  G.P.  (26),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (78),  Maple  Cross  to  Stocker's 
Lake  (17)  and  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (70). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  and  30th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  (24). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  23rd,  May  7th,  18th, 
and  31st,  two  on  Apr.  29th;  one  on  July  2nd. 

382  Reed  Warbler 

The  number  of  territories  reported  fell  to  543  from  706  in  1986,  the 
distribution  being  285  in  Essex,  116  in  Herts.,  63  in  Middx.,  23  in 
Bucks. ,  41  in  Kent  and  15  in  Surrey.  Fluctuations  included  reductions 
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at  Rainham  from  212  to  150  and  at  Cheshunt  from  83  to  64  and  an 
increase  in  the  Ingrebourne  Valley  from  50  to  80.  Localities  with  ten 
or  more  territories  (totals  in  brackets).  Inner  London  records  and 
breeding  sites  near  Inner  London  are  given.  A  very  late  bird  was 
photographed  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Nov.  27th. 

E  Dagenham  Chase  (15),  Ingrebourne  Valley  (80),  Rainham  Marsh 
(150)  and  West  Thurrock  (30). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.  (64),  and  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (34). 

M  Brent  Res.  (28-30)  and  Bedfont  Quarry  (12-15).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  18th  and  June  13th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  (23). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.  (20). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res. ,  nine  including  six  cf  cf  on  June  10th,  five  including 
local  bred  juveniles  on  Sept.  19th.  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  two  pairs 
and  two  singing  c?C?  on  May  25th,  three  or  four  juveniles  on  July 
23rd.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  27th,  May  24th 
and  Sept.  7th. 

388  Melodious  Warbler 

S  Croham  Hurst  G.C. ,  one  singing  from  Apr.  30th  to  May  2nd  (ph t,  jl 
etal.). 

The  sixth  record  for  the  London  Area.  The  first  three  were  in  the 
autumn,  but  the  last  three  have  all  been  in  spring.  This  species  is,  at 
best,  rare  in  spring  nationally  and  this  record  is  exceptionally  early. 

389  Dartford  Warbler 

M  Trent  Park,  a  cf  singing  on  May  22nd  (nm). 

The  seventh  record  for  the  London  Area  since  1939,  when  they  last 
bred  in  the  Area.  This  was  also  the  first  in  spring  since  1939. 

397  Lesser  Whitethroat 

The  number  of  territories  reported  was  25  in  Essex,  17  in  Herts. ,  24  in 
Middx.,  22  in  Kent  and  28  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  116  compared  with  97 
in  1986.  As  usual  from  the  information  provided  it  is  difficult  in  many 
cases  to  separate  migrants  from  possibly  breeding  birds.  No  com¬ 
ments  on  change  of  status  were  made.  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  28th  and  on  several 
dates  from  May  11th  to  24th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  23rd  and  May  3rd; 
one  on  Aug.  15th,  three  on  Aug.  28th  and  31st,  singles  on  Sept.  20th 
and  21st  and  Oct.  3rd. 

398  Whitethroat 

Again  there  is  difficulty  in  separating  migrants  from  potential 
breeders,  many  observers  apparently  only  recording  dates  of  first 
arrivals.  A  conservative  estimate  of  the  number  of  territories  gives  96 
for  Essex,  34  for  Herts.,  38  for  Middx.,  six  for  Bucks.,  44  for  Kent 
and  65  for  Surrey,  a  total  of  283  compared  with  254  in  1986.  Three 
comments  on  changes  in  status  were:  40  singing  males  in  Horn¬ 
church,  an  increase;  eight  territories  at  Epsom  Common,  the  highest 
since  before  1969;  and  five  territories  at  Horton  Country  Park 
compared  with  one  in  1986,  the  hedgerows  having  not  been  managed 
this  year.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 
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M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  and  23rd. 

Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  27th  and  29th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on  May  11th  and  two  on  Aug. 
28th.  Burgess  Park,  one  on  Aug.  14th. 

399  Garden  Warbler 

An  estimate  of  probable  territories  gives  36  for  Essex,  57  for  Herts., 
13  for  Middx. ,  four  for  Bucks. ,  30  for  Kent  and  21  for  Surrey,  a  total 
of  161  compared  with  197  in  1986.  As  with  many  other  common 
warblers,  records  in  many  cases  appear  to  refer  only  to  first  arrivals. 
The  figure  for  Surrey  in  particular  seems  exceptionally  low,  but  at 
Bookham  Common  in  16  hectares  of  oakwood  where  there  were 
always  one  or  two  territories  in  1981  to  1984  (not  surveyed  in  1985 
and  1986)  there  was  none.  No  other  comments  on  change  in  status 
were  received.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Aug.  23rd.  Regent's 
Park,  singles  on  Apr.  28th  and  29th  and  May  8th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  27th,  May  1st  and 
14th;  two  on  July  31st  and  Aug.  6th,  seven  on  Aug.  12th,  two  on  Aug. 
15th,  four  on  Aug.  16th,  at  least  six  on  Aug.  18th  and  28th,  two  on 
Aug.  31st,  Sept.  1st  and  3rd  and  one  on  Sept.  7th,  20th  and  23rd. 

400  Blackcap 

Of  the  three  localities  for  which  breeding  populations  were  given  for 
1986,  information  was  only  received  for  two,  both  showing  no 
change,  Hainault  at  35  and  Havering  at  25.  The  usual  summaries  of 
winter  records  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 


E 

H 

M 

K 

S 

Totals 

January  and  February: 

individuals 

1 

1 

3 

2 

10 

17 

localities 

1 

1 

3 

2 

8 

15 

November  and  December: 

individuals 

0 

3 

2 

1 

6 

12 

localities 

0 

3 

2 

1 

5 

11 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  two  singing  cf  Cf  on  June  5th.  Regent's 
Park,  five  singing  cfcf  held  territories  April  to  July,  but  no 
information  on  breeding. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on  Feb.  25th;  two  cf  Cf  on  Apr. 
15th  and  23rd,  four  cfcf  on  May  1st  and  two  on  May  3rd;  one  pair 
bred,  three  young;  a  cf  on  Aug.  17th,  five  on  Aug.  27th,  four  on  the 
28th,  three  on  Sept.  3rd,  au  on  Oct.  27th  and  Dec.  20th. 

408  Wood  Warbler 

Two  pairs  bred  successfully,  another  pair  was  seen  nest  building  and 
there  were  s6me  14  other  singing  males  at  the  end  of  May  and  in 
June.  Passage  migrants  are  still  scarce.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  cf  singing  on  May  3rd.  Hainault,  a  cf  sang  for  ten 
days  in  May. 

H  Chorleywood  Common,  a  cf  on  May  2nd,  9th  and  30th.  Northaw 
Great  Wood,  a  cf  on  May  10th  and  June  3rd.  Panshanger,  two  cfcf 
on  Apr.  20th  were  not  present  subsequently. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  singing  on  Apr.  29th.  Hampstead  Heath,  a  cf 
singing  on  May  5th  and  9th  to  12th.  Harrow  Weald  Common,  one  on 
May  13th  and  30th.  Osterley  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  25th. 
Stanmore  Common,  a  cf  from  May  26th  to  June  6th.  Trent  Park, 
records  of  singing  cfcf  on  nine  dates  from  Apr.  24th  to  May  7th,  at 
least  two  individuals  and  possibly  five. 
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K  Bromley  Common,  one  on  Apr.  25th.  Foots  Cray  Woods,  one  on 
Apr.  25th.  High  Elms,  one  on  Apr.  25th.  Hosey  Common,  a  pair  nest 
building  and  two  other  cfcf  on  June  13th.  Lullingstone,  a  cf  singing 
on  May  4th.  Pett’s  Wood,  two  cfcf  in  May  and  June,  one  pair  seen 
feeding  young.  Valence  Wood,  one  singing  on  June  13th. 


S  Banstead  Wood,  two  on  May  25th  and  one  on  May  30th.  Clapham 
Common,  a  cf  singing  on  June  29th.  Epsom  Common,  one  singing 
on  July  20th.  Fairmile  Common,  two  cfcf  singing  in  June.  Kings- 
wood,  a  cf  on  May  25th.  Wandsworth  Common,  a  5  singing  on  Apr. 
28th.  West  End  Common,  a  cf  singing  on  May  13th  and  14th. 
Wimbledon  Common,  one  pair  bred  successfully,  and  additionally 
one  on  Apr.  27th  ana  May  10th  and  two  on  June  4th.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  one  on  Aug.  6th,  two  on  Aug.  28th. 


409  Chiffchaff 


Again  there  were  only  two  localities  from  which  more  than  ten 
breeding  territories  were  reported,  Hainault  with  15  against  12  in 
1986  and  Wimbledon  Common  with  27  against  21.  There  were  seven 
at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Jan.  3rd.  A  summary  of  winter  records  is 
followed  by  Inner  London  records. 


January  and  February:  individuals 

localities 

November  and  December:  individuals 

localities 


E  H  M  B  K 
5  9  6  3  3 
4  3  6  3  3 
11110 
11110 


S  Totals 
1  27 

1  20 

5  9 

4  8 


M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  15th.  Green  Park, 
one  on  Sept.  17th.  St.  James’s  Park,  singles  on  several  dates  in 
September.  Regent’s  Park,  first  seen  on  Apr.  1st;  a  cf  present  in 
summer  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  autumn  passage  of  one  or  two 
on  several  dates  from  Aug.  11th  to  Oct.  14th.  Little  Venice,  W2,  one 
on  Sept.  19th.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  ringed  on  Sept.  14th  and  one 
on  Oct.  6th.  Rosemary  Gardens,  Nl,  one  on  Sept.  15th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Mar.  29th,  Apr.  2nd  and 
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7th  and  two  on  Apr.  10th ;  two  on  Aug.  3rd,  one  on  Aug.  17th  and  two 
on  Aug.  22nd  and  27th,  then  from  four  to  seven  on  eight  dates  from 
Aug.  28th  to  Oct.  6th;  singles  on  Oct.  26th,  29th  and  30th  considered 
to  be  of  the  race  tristis.  Burgess  Park,  one  on  Sept.  4th  and  11th. 
Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  one  on  Sept.  18th  and  23rd. 

1986  Additional  Records 

Amend  the  table  of  winter  records  for  the  period  November  and 
December  to  read  Middx. ,  21  individuals  at  ten  localities,  Surrey,  16 
individuals  at  ten  localities.  Totals,  64  individuals  at  31  localities. 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Nov.  10th  showed  characteristics  of  the  race 
tristis. 

410  Willow  Warbler 

Records  of  20  or  more  singing  males  or  pairs  in  the  breeding  season 
and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Belhus  Woods  (20),  Berwick  Ponds  (20),  Dagnam  Park  (20), 
Hainault  (60)  and  Havering  (30). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.  (32)  and  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (22). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  22nd;  seven  on 
Aug.  23rd.  St.  James’s  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  16th.  Regent's 
Park,  three  on  Apr.  6th  and  up  to  15  present  on  some  days  in  May; 
return  passage  from  July  27th.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  singles  on  May 
21st  and  Sept.  2nd. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr.  6th,  four  on  Apr.  7th  and 
ten  on  Apr.  20th;  20  on  July  29th,  12  on  Aug.  3rd,  then  18-20  on  six 
dates  from  Aug.  12th  to  28th,  ten  on  Sept.  1st,  one  on  Sept.  3rd,  eight 
on  Sept.  13th,  16  on  Sept.  15th  and  ten  on  Sept.  20th.  Burgess  Park, 
one  on  July  24th.  Lambeth  Palace,  one  singing  on  Apr.  22nd.  Russia 
Dock,  Surrey  Docks,  one  singing  in  a  suitable  breeding  habitat  on 
June  20th. 


411  Goldcrest 

Breeding  season  records,  parties  of  ten  or  more,  comments  on  status 
and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  pair  but  no  breeding;  ten  on  Oct.  3rd.  Hainault,  two 
pairs;  35  passage  birds  on  Oct.  3rd.  Weald  Park,  three  pairs. 

H  Arklev,  a  cT  on  May  20th.  Broxbourne  Woods,  20  cf  cf  on  May  10th. 
Box  Wood,  a  cf  on  May  5th.  Chorleywood  Common,  a  pair  bred. 
Hoddesdon  Park  Wood,  a  cf  on  May  5th.  Cowheath  Woods,  three 
pairs.  Whippendell  Woods,  a  pair  on  Apr.  13th. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  12  on  Nov.  14th.  Coppetts  Wood,  N12,  24  on  Oct. 
25th.  Hampstead  Heath,  bred  at  two  sites.  Mill  Hill,  a  nest  found  at 
St.  Paul’s  churchyard,  and  fledglings  present  in  yew  trees.  Osterley 
Park,  seven  territories  in  the  park.  Queen  Mary  G.P. ,  25  on  Nov.  7th 
the  maximum,  a  recovery  after  last  year.  Swakeleys  Park,  Ickenham, 
ten  on  Nov.  8th.  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  two  on  Nov.  10th. 
The  Avenue,  NW6,  two  on  Jan.  6th,  two  on  Nov.  5th:  four  (lcf)  on 
Nov.  24th,  were  all  trapped  and  ringed  on  Nov.  28th,  all  first  winter. 
They  stayed  in  the  area  roosting  in  a  yew  tree  until  the  end  of  the 
year.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  three  on  Nov.  17th. 

K  Dartford  Heath,  one  singing  on  May  3rd.  High  Elms,  bred. 
Littlebrook  G.P.,  ten  on  Nov.  1st.  Orpington,  one  singing  in  All 
Saints  churchyard  on  May  10th. 
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S  Arbrook  Common,  two  pairs.  Banstead  Wood,  one  singing  on  June 
14th.  Bookham  Common,  one  territory  in  16  hectares  of  oakwood. 
East  Sheen  Common,  one  nest  building  on  Apr.  15th.  Purley,  one 
singing  on  June  16th.  Reigate  Priory,  two  adults  feeding  newly 
fledged  young  on  June  29th.  Streatham  Common,  two  pairs  probably 
bred.  Wimbledon  Common,  three  pairs  bred.  Woodmansterne,  one 
singing  on  May  9th  and  June  27th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
one  on  Sept.  18th,  two  on  Sept.  26th,  12  on  Sept.  29th,  eight  on  Oct. 
3rd,  20  on  Oct.  12th  and  26th. 


412  Firecrest 


1950-87 


The  Firecrest  has  become  significantly  commoner  in  the  London  Area  during 
the  last  20  years.  This  increase  really  began  in  1967,  since  when  sightings  have 
gradually  increased  to  their  current  level  of  about  20  per  annum.  The  above 
histogram  depicts  all  records  between  1950  and  1987  (276  in  all).  The  most 
significant  peak  is  during  the  spring  in  mid-April,  although  records  are 
distinctly  more  numerous  in  April  and  May  than  at  any  other  time  of  year. 
The  late  autumn  peak  could  involve  birds  that  are  wintering  in  the  Area  (since 
it  is  noticeably  later  than  the  peak  of  migration  on  the  south  coast),  and  this 
could  also  explain  the  relatively  high  level  of  sightings  throughout  the  winter 
as  birds  move  from  site  to  site.  It  is  possible  that  new  birds  arrive  during  the 
winter  from  areas  to  the  north  where  conditions  have  become  too  severe.  Any 
summer  records  clearly  relating  to  birds  either  breeding,  or  on  territory,  are 
excluded  from  the  histogram. 

Winter  occurrences  were  on  much  the  same  level  as  in  1986  but 
migrants  were  more  than  twice  as  numerous  and  one  pair  bred.  All 
records  are  given. 

E  Hainault,  two  singing  cfcf  in  May  and  a  pair  with  young  in  July 
(mkd).  Mores  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  12th  (rgg).  Purfleet,  two  on  Apr. 
11th  (mkd).  Waltham  Abbey  Woods,  one  on  Nov.  17th  and  Dec.  4th 
(sc,  sh). 

FI  Amwell  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Apr.  22nd  (mbA:,  gjw)  and  one  on  Aug.  9th 
(hpm).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  1st  to  7th  had  been  present  at 
the  end  of  1986  (adw,  gjw  et  al .);  one  on  Nov.  20th  (gjw). 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  (mcb,  pdw). 
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M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  cf  singing  on  May  31st  (mn).  Harrow  School,  a 
Cf  singing  on  May  30th  (mt).  Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  a  first-winter 
Cf  trapped  and  ringed  on  Nov.  8th  (cjc).  Trent  Park,  a  singing  cf  on 
Apr.  21st  (rmc).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  cf  singing  on  Apr. 
25th;  one  with  a  flock  of  Long-tailed  Tits  on  Oct.  27th  (trd^). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  from  Dec.  28th  to  30th  (avm  et  al.). 

K  Dartford  S.F.,  two  (lcf)  on  Apr.  5th  were  ringed  (pc).  Westerham 
Woods,  at  least  one  on  May  4th  (djmt,  dmm). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  cf  on  Apr.  6th  (gdjm).  Burgh  Heath,  one  on 
Apr.  2nd  (id^,  grg).  Croham  Hurst  Woods,  a  cf  on  Jan.  10th  and 
11th  (pHr,  jl,  ol).  Streatham,  one  in  a  garden  on  Dec.  19th  (fwl). 
Tooting  Bee  Common,  a  cf  on  Apr.  26th  (gdjm).  Inner  London, 
Battersea  Park,  single  cf  Cf  on  Feb.  25th,  Sept.  26th  and  Nov.  22nd.  a 
2  on  Nov.  24th  (bm). 

1986  Additional  Records 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  cf  on  May  28th  and  one  on  Sept.  28th  (hhor). 

413  Spotted  Flycatcher 

The  number  of  pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season  was  44  in  Essex, 
19  in  Herts. ,  22  in  Middx. ,  ten  in  Kent  and  1 1  in  Surrey,  a  total  of  106. 
At  Hainault  there  were  16  pairs  compared  with  12  in  1986,  but  at 
Dagnam  Park  three  pairs  were  said  to  be  the  lowest  number  ever.  At 
Alexandra  Park  the  number  of  territories  fell  from  12  to  eight  and 
there  was  a  further  decline  at  Osterley  Park  (13  in  1985,  ten  in  1986) 
to  five  pairs,  only  three  of  which  produced  young,  only  seven 
fledging.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Green  Park,  a  family  party  on  July  9th.  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  Aug.  23rd.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  one  on  May  26th, 
three  on  June  30th.  St.  Pancras  Gardens,  one  mobbing  a  Magpie  on 
June  24th,  not  seen  subsequently.  Wapping,  one  with  juveniles  on 
June  7th.  No  information  received  for  Regent's  Park. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  11th,  14th,  June  23rd, 
Aug.  3rd,  22nd  and  27th,  two  on  Aug.  28th  and  Sept.  1st,  five  on 
Sept.  3rd,  then  singles  on  Sept.  7th,  13th,  18th  and  Oct.  2nd  and  6th. 
Burgess  Park,  singles  on  July  13th,  24th  and  29th,  two  on  Aug.  4th 
and  23rd.  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  one  on  July  23rd  and  24th. 

416  Pied  Flycatcher 

« 

Rather  scarce  on  both  passages  with  only  one  sighting  of  more  than 
one  bird.  The  presence  of  a  male  on  territory  in  Osterley  Park  was 
most  unusual  and  it  was  a  pity  that  no  female  arrived.  Breeding  has 
not  been  proved  in  London  this  century  although  a  pair  were  on 
territory  in  Dulwich  Woods  during  the  summer  of  1961.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (crj).  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Apr. 

20th  (ndb).  Harlow,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (br). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (rmrg).  Stocker's  Lake,  a  cf  on 
Apr.  19th  (rrd).  Theobald’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (bt,  adh). 
M  Alexandra  Park,  a  2  on  Apr.  23rd  (gn).  Bushy  Park,  a  cf  on  Apr. 
20th  (mjw,  ts).  Coppett’s  Wood,  N12,  a  cf  on  Apr.  19th  (ac). 
Kensal  Green  Cemetery,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (cjc).  Osterley  Park,  a  cf 
singing  from  Apr.  25th  to  June  2nd,  holding  territory  and  popping  in 
and  out  of  nestboxes;  no  female  seen,  but  an  unlined  nest  in  a  nestbox 
(dgh  et  al.).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  4th  (hrg).  Tottenham 
Cemetery,  one  on  Sept.  5th  (dl,  pl). 
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S  Clapham  Common,  a  C?  on  Apr.  21st  (sm).  Pain’s  Hill,  Limpsfield,  a 
$  on  May  3rd  (kco).  Redhill  Common,  a  cf  on  Apr.  20th  (jmh). 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on  July  9th,  three  on  Aug.  28th 
(bm). 

1983  Additional  Record 

S  Ham  Lands,  a  cf  from  Apr.  18th  to  20th  (jh,  rjh). 


1986  Additional  Record 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (hhor). 

1985/1986  Correction 

S  The  female  published  at  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  on  May  1st  1986  was  a 
1985  record. 

417  Bearded  Tit 

Another  autumn  influx  to  the  east  of  the  Area  but  on  a  smaller  scale 
than  in  the  previous  three  years.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  eight  on  Nov.  21st  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh,  25  on 
Jan.  22nd,  ten  in  February  and  five  in  March  (mkd,  cl);  30  on  Oct. 
31st  and  20  on  Nov.  10th  (wv).  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Oct.  19th  and 
ten  on  Oct.  31st  (mkd,  avm). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  (lcf)  from  Jan.  17th  to  Mar.  15th  (rb,  dw  et  al.). 
Rammey  Marsh  S.F.,  three  (2cfcf)  on  Oct.  20th  (sc). 

418  Long-tailed  Tit 

The  only  information  received  for  Wimbledon  Common,  which  held 
the  largest  breeding  population  in  1986,  was  that  breeding  took 
place.  At  Alexandra  Park  there  were  six  territories,  five  pairs 
breeding  successfully,  where  normally  there  are  only  one  or  two.  At 
Uxbridge  it  was  described  as  widespread  and  common  throughout 
the  year  with  no  reduction  in  numbers  due  to  hard  weather.  Inner 
London  records  are  given,  including  breeding  in  Battersea  Park, 
Kensington  Gardens  and  Regent’s  Park. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  nesting  on  Apr.  14th; 
ten  on  Oct.  5th.  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Holland  Park,  eight 
on  Feb.  14th.  St.  James’s  Park,  six  on  Sept.  14th  and  21st.  The 
Avenue,  NW6,  six  on  Jan.  12th  and  three  on  Nov.  1st. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  12  on  Jan.  7th,  eight  on  Feb.  18th,  six 
on  Apr.  17th;  five  pairs  bred;  16  on  Sept.  26th  and  Oct.  6th  and  20  on 
Oct.  17th  and  Nov.  24th. 


419  Marsh  Tit 

Even  less  information  received  than  for  1986.  At  Hainault  there  were 
14  pairs  compared  with  12  in  1986.  At  Weald  Park  only  one  pair 
against  two  last  year  and  no  sign  of  nesting.  At  Havering  two  pairs  as 
in  1986.  At  Bookham  Common  16  hectares  of  oakwood  supported 
four  territories  compared  with  two  in  1984,  when  it  was  last  surveyed. 
The  only  other  pairs  reported  were  five  in  Herts. ,  two  in  Middx. ,  one 
in  Kent  and  eight  in  Surrey.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 
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420  Willow  Tit 

The  breeding  season  distribution  is  given.  There  were  no  Inner 
London  records. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  family  party  of  five  on  June  7th.  Elsewhere  there 
were  pairs  at  Curtismill  Green  (2),  Fishers  Green  (1),  Hainault  (3), 
Havering  (2),  Sewardstone  (1)  and  Weald  Park  (1). 

H  Bencroft  Wood,  two  on  May  6th.  Borehamwood,  two  on  July  7th. 
Bowyer’s  G.P.,  two  on  June  29th.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  three  pairs  bred. 
Haberdashers  School,  one  pair  bred.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  a  pair 
on  May  2nd.  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  19th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully.  Coppetts  Wood,  N12, 
present  and  presumed  breeding.  Enfield,  family  parties,  at  least  five 
juveniles,  seen  at  Hillyfields  Park  on  June  15th  and  Vicarage  Farm 
on  June  17th.  Savehay  G.P. ,  a  pair  and  at  least  one  juvenile  on  Aug. 
4th.  Stanmore  Country  Park,  present  from  January  to  October  and 
four  singing  on  May  31st.  Whitewebbs  Wood,  two  singing  on  Apr. 
28th.  Ruislip  Common,  one  pair  bred. 

K  Bromley  Common,  two  on  Apr.  25th.  Crofton  Heath,  two  on  Apr. 

6th.  High  Elms,  singles  seen  all  year. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  a  pair  on  May  17th.  Bookham  Common,  one 
territory. 

422  Coal  Tit 

Very  little  information  submitted.  The  more  significant  items  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  20  territories  on  Apr.  8th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  seven  territories  compared  with  six  in  1986.  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  a  family  party  seen  on  June 
18th.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park,  singles  on 
Aug.  17th  and  Sept.  21st.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  present  all  year,  two 
ringed. 

K  High  Elms,  a  maximum  of  20  to  30;  bred. 

S  Common  Bird  Census  results:  Arbrook  Common,  three  pairs;  Sixty 
Acre  Wood,  four  pairs.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  eight  on  Mar. 
16th  and  Apr.  17th;  four  pairs  bred;  ten  on  Oct.  6th.  Lambeth 
Palace,  one  calling  on  Mar.  25th. 

423  Blue  Tit 

A  few  estimates  of  local  breeding  populations  of  this  common 
resident  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  ten  pairs  bred. 

M  Osterley  Park,  nine  territories  on  census  plot  compared  with  12  in 
1986.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  present  and  a 
family  party  seen  on  June  26th.  Regent's  Park,  at  least  12  pairs  bred. 
St.  James’s  Park,  regularly  singing  in  spring  and  presumably  bred. 
Green  Park,  one  on  May  28th,  four  on  Sept.  17th  and  Oct.  22nd. 
There  were  several  cases  of  breeding  aw  ay  from  the  central  parks:  at 
Barbican  in  a  nest  box,  at  Postman's  Park  in  a  hole  in  a  tree,  and  at  St. 
Luke’s  Gardens  also  in  a  hole  in  a  tree.  At  The  Avenue,  NW6,  two 
pairs  bred  in  nest  boxes  and  26  birds  were  ringed;  many  birds  from 
the  previous  year  were  retrapped.  Family  parties  were  seen  in  June  at 
Hanover  Lodge,  the  Regent's  Canal  and  Russell  Square,  and  there 
were  isolated  records  in  the  breeding  season  from  Euston  Square, 
Gordon  Square,  Tavistock  Square  and  Thurloe  Square. 

K  Dartford  Heath,  at  least  40  pairs  on  May  3rd. 
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S  Barwell  Court,  24  pairs.  Bookham  Common,  23  territories  in  16 
hectares  of  oakwood,  the  same  number  as  in  1984  when  last 
censused.  Sixty  Acre  Wood,  20  pairs.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
50  on  Feb.  10th,  40  on  Apr.  17th;  at  least  20  pairs  bred;  40  on  Oct. 
6th.  Burgess  Park,  present  from  July  to  December,  maximum  of 
eight  juveniles  on  Aug.  5th.  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  recorded 
regularly  throughout  the  year.  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  singles  on  May 
5th  and  11th. 

424  Great  Tit 

Although  a  common  resident,  numbers  are  smaller  than  for  the  Blue 
Tit.  A  few  estimates  of  breeding  populations,  usually  for  the  same 
localities  as  Blue  Tit,  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

M  Osterley  Park,  eight  territories  on  census  plot,  the  same  as  in  1986. 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  records  of  one  to  three  in  May, 
June,  July  and  September,  six  on  Nov.  28th;  no  evidence  of  breeding 
obtained.  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  ten  pairs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park, 
singing  January  to  April,  singles  on  May  21st  and  Sept.  17th.  Green 
Park,  one  gathering  food  on  May  28th,  three  juveniles  on  June  26th, 
one  on  July  30th,  two  on  Sept.  17th.  The  only  breeding  outside  the 
central  parks  was  at  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  pair.  One  sang  in 
Thurloe  Square  from  March  to  July.  At  New  River  Walk,  N1  there 
were  four  on  Feb.  16th,  one  or  two  on  other  occasions  and  regularly 
from  August  to  December.  At  St.  Luke’s  Gardens,  EC1,  one  was 
singing  on  Feb.  26th,  but  not  recorded  again  until  Dec.  10th.  Two  at 
Rosemary  Gardens,  Nl,  on  Dec.  18th. 

K  Dartford  Heath,  at  least  20  pairs  on  May  3rd. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  13  pairs.  Barwell  Court,  12  pairs.  Bookham 
Common,  19  territories  in  16  hectares  of  oakwood  compared  with  13 
in  1984  when  last  surveyed.  Sixty  Acre  Wood,  18  pairs.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  eight  pairs  bred.  Burgess  Park,  up  to  four 
from  July  to  December,  a  juvenile  being  fed  in  July.  Archbishop’s 
Park,  Lambeth,  song  recorded  from  February  to  May,  two  juveniles 
on  June  8th. 

425  Nuthatch 

Two  localities  for  which  regular  information  is  available  recorded  an 
increase:  at  Hainault  from  eight  to  twelve  pairs,  and  at  Osterley  Park 
from  six  to  nine.  Elsewhere  numbers  were  well  maintained  in 
suitable  habitats,  and  there  were  once  again  records  from  the  Inner 
London  parks.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  on  Feb.  14th.  Kensington 
Gardens,  heard  during  the  breeding  season.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair 
present  throughout  the  year  and  seen  carrying  food  in  May;  four  seen 
in  July. 

427  Treecreeper 

Observers  at  Uxbridge  and  Black  Park  commented  on  no  decrease  in 
numbers  following  the  hard  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  At 
Hainault  the  number  of  pairs  increased  to  14  from  12  in  1985  and 
1986.  Localities  from  which  birds  were  present  in  the  breeding 
season,  with  number  of  pairs  where  known,  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given.  Much  under-recorded,  e.g.  no  information  for 
Epping  Forest. 
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E  Belhus  Woods  (3),  Dagnam  Park  (5),  Hainault  (14),  Havering  (2). 
H  Chorleywood  Common  (1),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (2),  Moor  Park  (1), 
Rickmansworth  Aquadrome  (2),  Squire's  Lake  (1),  Stocker's  Lake 
(1),  Thunderfield  Grove  (1). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (1),  Brent  Res.  (3),  Mill  Hill  (1),  Ruislip  (1).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  Kensington  Gardens,  one 
on  Jan.  24th,  one  singing  on  Apr.  9th  and  one  on  Aug.  23rd. 

K  Brooklands  Lakes,  Dartford,  Foots  Cray  Woods  (1),  High  Elms, 
Keston  Common  (1),  Oxleas  Woods,  Sevenoaks  Reserve. 

S  Arbrook  Common  (2),  Banstead  Wood,  Barnes  Common,  Barwell 
Court  (1),  Cannizaro  Park,  Ham  Lands  (1),  Headley  Heath,  Kew 
Gardens,  Richmond  Park,  Sixty  Acre  Wood  (6),  Wimbledon 
Common,  Woodmansterne.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  three  on 
Aug.  13th,  two  on  Sept.  1st  and  singles  on  five  dates  from  Sept.  10th 
to  Dec.  31st. 

430  Golden  Oriole 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  $  on  May  31st  (crj). 

M  Littleton,  a  cf  singing  for  half  an  hour  in  a  copse  south  of  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  May  25th  (dcb,  dsd,  grg). 

S  Banstead  Woods,  a  first-summer  cf  seen  for  30  minutes  on  May  9th 
(njnp).  Nonsuch  Park,  a  cf  calling,  seen  for  five  to  ten  minutes  on 
May  16th  (ipw). 

Recorded  for  the  eighth  year  in  succession.  Four  records,  all  in  May 
and  the  largest  number  since  1984. 

432  Red-backed  Shrike 

M  Hounslow  Heath,  a  cf  from  Sept.  16th  to  21st  (cl  et  al.). 

Again  within  the  same  eight  day  period  as  the  last  four  autumn 
records.  This  splendidly  plumaged  adult  was  well  seen  by  many 
observers  during  its  six  day  stay. 

434  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Jan.  25th  and  Feb.  1st  (mjm,  rs).  Hainault, 
one  on  Mar.  12th  (ms«).  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Feb.  25th  (jf). 
H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  many  dates  from  Jan.  1st  until  Apr.  5th  (mo). 

Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  25th,  31st  and  Apr.  4th  (cc,  rmrg). 
M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (sc). 

The  Rye  Meads  S.F.  and  Hainault  individuals  were  considered  to  be 
different  birds  from  the  one  involved  in  all  other  sightings.  Thus 
three  different  birds  were  seen  during  the  year. 

436  Jay 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  on  Feb.  14th.  Regent's  Park,  three 
pairs  bred.  The  Avenue,  NW6.  present  all  year,  one  pair  bred.  New 
River  Walk,  Nl,  four  on  Mar.  30th,  one  or  two  on  seven  other 
occasions. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Feb.  10th  and  Mar.  25th;  one 
pair  bred. 

437  Magpie 

Records  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are 
given. 
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E  Dagnam  Park,  50  on  Jan.  28th,  51  on  Feb.  3rd.  Hainault,  60  in 
January  and  December. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  50  on  Jan.  17th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park / 
Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  five  in  the  breeding  season  and  nested. 
Regent’s  Park,  12  pairs  bred.  St.  James’s  Park,  up  to  six  and 
presumed  to  have  bred  here  or  in  Green  Park,  where  two  were  seen 
on  several  dates.  Outside  of  the  parks,  bred  at  Holy  Trinity 
churchyard,  South  Kensington,  and  probably  bred  at  The  Avenue, 
NW6. 

S  Mitcham  Common,  50-70  roosted  on  golf  course.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth, 
recorded  in  every  month  except  April  and  November,  and  probably 
responsible  for  June  records  of  one  flying  across  the  River  Thames  to 
Victoria  Tower  Gardens,  visiting  Jubilee  Gardens,  and  crossing  the 
Thames  from  the  South  Bank  towards  Whitehall. 

440  Jackdaw 

Seven  pairs  at  Dagnam  Park  (an  increase),  14  pairs  at  Weald  Park 
and  a  pair  at  Mortlake  are  the  sole  indications,  from  records 
submitted,  that  this  species  breeds  in  the  London  Area.  No  very  large 
flocks  were  seen,  the  largest  being  200  at  Fishers  Green  on  Mar.  15th 
and  200  at  Copped  Hall  on  Mar.  29th.  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  2nd  and  27th,  two  on 
Sept.  24th,  one  on  Oct.  12th  and  four  on  Oct.  13th  and  14th. 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Jan.  24th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Mar.  5th,  Apr.  10th  and 
Nov.  2nd  and  two  on  Oct.  2nd. 


441  Rook 

The  largest  number  reported  was  400  feeding  on  a  dump  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  Jan.  18th.  Breeding  records  are  given.  There  were  no  Inner 
London  records. 

E  Occupied  nests  at  Clay  Tye  Wood  (30-40),  Curtismill  Green  (30), 
Epping  High  Street  (4),  Navestock  (27),  Passingford  (40)  and 
Standford  Rivers  (35). 

M  Harefield,  20  pairs  at  Whiteheath  Farm.  Harrow,  nine  nests. 

B  Denham  Place,  70  occupied  nests. 

S  Ewell,  five  nests,  seven  fewer  than  in  1986. 

442a  Carrion  Crow 

No  really  large  numbers  were  reported,  the  maximum  being  450  at 
Beddington  S.F.  on  Mar.  14th.  Inner  London  breeding  season 
records  are  summarised. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  substantial  number 
frequently  reported  including  85  in  one  flock  on  June  26th,  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding  submitted.  St.  James’s  Park,  up  to  five, 
probably  bred.  Regent’s  Park  at  least  ten  pairs  bred.  Away  from  the 
parks,  single  pairs  bred  at  The  Avenue,  NW6,  and  at  Thurloe 
Square. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  ten  pairs  bred;  200  on  Nov.  26th  was 
the  largest  number  in  Inner  London.  Lambeth,  one  pair  nested  at 
Archbishop’s  Park. 
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444  Starling 

Roosts  of  5,000  or  more  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  are 
given.  No  movements  of  migrants  were  noted. 

H  Roegate,  5,000  at  roost  on  Apr.  23rd. 

M  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  on  Jan.  19th  during  severe  frost 
several  thousand  were  still  roosting  on  bare  trees  on  Round  Island, 
not  having  moved  on  to  buildings.  Although  regularly  reported  from 
the  central  parks  no  evidence  of  breeding  was  submitted  except  for  a 
comment  that  90  at  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  on  May  28th 
included  some  juveniles.  Elsewhere  two  pairs  bred  at  The  Avenue, 
NW6,  and  one  pair  at  Tower  Bridge. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  60,000  flying  to  roost  in  January. 

S  Field  Common,  5,000  roosting  flock  on  Aug.  14th,  and  10,000  on 
Sept.  4th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  at  least  40  pairs  bred. 
Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  present  all  year;  young  were  seen  on 
May  21st. 

446  House  Sparrow 

Little  information  was  received,  the  largest  gathering  being  500  at 
Dartford  Marsh  on  July  31st  and  Sept.  18th.  Although  substantial 
numbers  were  seen  in  Inner  London  parks,  especially  at  the  end  of 
July  after  the  breeding  season  with  261  in  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  114  in  St. James’s  Park  and  218  in  Regent’s  Park  on  July 
30th  and  100  at  Burgess  Park  on  July  24th,  no  reports  of  breeding 
were  submitted  for  the  parks,  except  for  Battersea  Park  where  40 
pairs  bred.  Elsewhere  bred  at  The  Avenue,  NW6,  where  there  is  a 
small  colony  of  15-20  birds. 

448  Tree  Sparrow 

This  species  remains  at  a  very  low  ebb  as  a  breeding  species  in 
London,  although  certain  favoured  localities  still  have  substantial 
numbers  in  winter  and  after  the  breeding  season.  Records  of  pairs  in 
the  breeding  season  and  of  flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Pairs  at  Dagnam  Park  (1),  Hainault  (2),  South  Hornchurch  (15)  and 
Weald  Park  (6).  Fishers  Green,  maximum  of  126  on  Jan.  9th. 

H  Pairs  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  (3)  and  Haberdashers  School  (3).  One  to 
seven  noted  in  the  breeding  season  at  Angerland  Common  at 
Hatfield,  Coopers  Green,  Nashes  Farm  at  St.  Albans,  Stocker's 
Lake  and  Tyttenhanger  G.P. 

M  Pairs  at  Harrow  School  (1-2),  Osterley  Park  (1)  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
(2).  Also  noted  in  the  breeding  season  at  Bushy  Park.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Oct.  13th  and  ten  on  Oct.  19th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  100  on  Mar.  1st  and  Mar.  29th. 

S  Reported  in  the  breeding  season  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Holmethorpe 
S.P.,  and  Richmond  Park,  where  there  were  ten  including  juveniles 
on  June  25th.  Beddington  S.F.,  200  on  Jan.  9th,  300  on  Jan.  21st,  150 
on  July  31st  and  100  on  Sept.  29th. 

451  Chaffinch 

During  the  period  January  to  Mar.  6th  six  flocks  of  100  or  more  were 
reported,  three  of  which  occurred  on  Jan.  17th  during  severe 
weather,  the  maximum  being  155  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Jan.  17th. 
Few  observers  submit  breeding  records  for  this  common  species,  but 
those  received  included  pairs  or  singing  males  at  Chorleyw'ood 
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Common  (6),  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome  (10),  Rye  Meads  S.F. 
(11),  Dartford  Heath  (10),  Arbrook  Common  (7),  Barwell  Court 
(17)  and  Sixty  Acre  Wood  (9).  The  only  report  of  autumn  migrants 
was  68  flying  NW  at  The  Avenue,  NW6,  on  Oct.  10th  and  100  flying 
W  over  Epsom  Common  on  Oct.  8th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
largest  numbers  were  750  at  Black  Park  on  Dec.  10th  and  150  at 
Dartford  Marsh  on  Dec.  27th.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  four  singing  in 
the  breeding  season.  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  bred.  Holland  Park, 
three  on  Feb.  14th.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  cf  ringed  in  1986  remained 
until  Mar.  16th,  two  from  Jan.  12th  to  16th,  three  on  Feb.  2nd;  six  on 
Oct.  5th,  68  flying  NW  on  Oct.  10th  and  two  on  Nov.  2nd  to  11th. 
New  River  Walk,  Nl,  one  singing  on  May  9th,  one  on  Nov.  17th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  eight  on  Jan.  19th;  one  pair  bred;  12 
on  Nov.  2nd. 

452  Brambling 

Widespread  in  small  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  North  of 
the  River  Thames  reported  from  36  localities,  but  at  only  three  did 
numbers  reach  double  figures,  the  maximum  being  50  at  a  roost  in 
Epping  Forest  in  March.  South  of  the  River  Thames  seen  at  31 
localities,  exceeding  ten  only  at  four  localities,  with  a  maximum  of  40 
at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Mar.  29th.  None  was  reported  after  Apr.  19th 
apart  from  a  male  singing  at  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  on  July 
11th  which  was  possibly  an  escaped  cage  bird.  The  first  arrival  in  the 
autumn  was  on  Oct.  6th,  but  numbers  were  exceptionally  low,  being 
seen  at  only  six  localities  all  of  which  are  given  below.  Inner  London 
records  are  also  given,  all  occurring  during  the  spell  of  severe 
weather  in  January. 

E  Epping  Forest,  four  on  Oct.  28th.  Thorndon  Park,  two  on  Oct.  29th. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  28th. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  9  on  Jan.  14th.  The  Avenue,  NW6, 
a  9  on  Jan.  16th,  a  cf  on  Jan.  19th  and  a  $  on  Jan.  20th,  all  fed  at  a 
bird  table  and  were  ringed. 

B  Black  Park,  ten  on  Dec.  10th. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  cf  on  Oct.  6th,  a  9  on  Oct.  11th  and  two  flying  W 
on  Oct.  24th.  Croham  Hurst,  one  on  Oct.  16th.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  two  (lcf)  on  Jan.  20th. 

455  Greenfinch 

From  the  beginning  of  the  year  up  to  Mar.  15th  flocks  of  100  or  more 
had  been  noted  at  three  localities,  the  maximum  being  300  roosting  in 
gardens  at  Bexley  on  Jan.  27th.  By  June  7th  there  were  already  120 
on  playing  fields  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  and  in  the  period  from  July 
to  December  100  or  more  were  seen  at  eight  localities,  the  maxima 
being  400  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  August  and  September  and  400 
roosting  at  Welwyn  Garden  City  on  Dec.  7th.  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  ten  pairs  bred.  Holland  Park,  28  on 
Feb.  14th.  No  information  received  for  the  other  Inner  London  parks 
north  of  the  Thames.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  one  pair  bred;  51  ringed 
January  to  February  and  November  to  December.  Rosemary 
Gardens,  Nl,  two  or  three  regularly;  bred,  two  immatures  on  July 
7th;  19  on  Dec.  18th.  New  River  Walk,  Nl,  one  or  two  on  Apr.  27th, 
May  6th  and  June  1st,  an  adult  feeding  two  immatures  on  Aug.  3rd; 
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two  on  three  dates  in  December.  St.  Luke’s  Gardens,  one  singing  on 
Apr.  23rd.  Bunhill  Fields,  two  on  May  12th.  Thurloe  Square,  SW7, 
one  to  three  from  March  to  July  and  two  or  three  juveniles  calling  on 
June  1st. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  30  on  Jan.  7th,  Mar.  2nd,  Nov.  1st 
and  Nov.  22nd,  20  pairs  bred.  Burgess  Park,  up  to  eight  July  to 
December,  a  $  and  four  juveniles  on  July  15th.  Archbishop’s  Park, 
Lambeth,  recorded  intermittently,  song  in  February,  April  and  May. 

456  Goldfinch 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  only  one  flock  of  100,  at  Beddington  S.F. 
on  Feb.  7th.  After  the  breeding  season  flocks  of  100  or  more  were 
recorded  at  only  two  localities,  100  at  Alexandra  Park  in  August  and 
150  at  Dagnam  Park  on  Sept.  26th,  the  lowest  numbers  since  1982. 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  Rosemary  Gardens, 
Nl,  bred,  one  singing  on  June  2nd  and  an  immature  on  July  7th,  two 
adults  and  an  immature  on  Aug.  4th.  Rotherfield  St.,  Nl,  six  on  Apr. 
8th.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  three  on  Feb.  3rd  and  27th  and  on  Oct.  2nd, 
one  on  Nov.  18th.  Paddington,  W9,  a  cf  on  May  8th.  The  Highway, 
Wapping,  one  or  two  on  four  dates  from  June  16th  to  Oct.  3rd.  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding. 

S  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  up  to  five  in  July,  juveniles  being  fed; 
maxima  in  August  (12),  September  and  October  (6),  November  and 
December  (3).  Lambeth  Palace,  one  frequently  in  song  from  Apr. 
28th  to  June  1st.  Senegal  Fields  area,  Bermondsey,  two  on  June  23rd, 
three  on  Aug.  18th.  Surrey  Docks,  15  on  Sept.  6th.  Battersea  Park, 
four  pairs  bred;  ten  on  Sept.  17th. 

457  Siskin 

Moderate  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  with  records  from  48 
localities  and  50  or  more  at  only  four  of  these,  the  maximum  count 
was  100  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  on  Jan.  14th.  None  was  seen  after  Apr. 
26th.  The  first  autumn  arrival  was  on  Oct.  2nd  but  subsequent 
reports  came  from  only  21  localities  at  two  of  which  numbers 
exceeded  50  with  a  maximum  of  100  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Dec.  26th. 
The  only  Inner  London  records  were  of  singles  in  Regent's  Park  in 
November  and  December. 

458  Linnet 

Fewer  large  flocks  than  in  recent  years.  As  usual  the  peak  came  in 
October,  particularly  on  the  11th  when  there  were  1,000  at  Rainham, 
200  at  Beddington  S.F.  and  100  at  Bell  Lane  G.P.  Flocks  of  100  or 
more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Barking,  180  on  Jan.  13th.  Fishers  Green,  150  on  Jan.  13th. 
Rainham,  150  on  Jan.  22nd,  300  on  Jan.  24th;  1,000  on  October  11th 
and  150  in  November. 

H  Bell  Lane  G.P. ,  100  on  Oct.  11th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  200  on  Sept.  13th. 

Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  100  on  Aug.  1st. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  100  on  Oct.  5th.  Perry  Oaks  S.F. ,  150  on  Sept. 
24th.  Rammey  Marsh,  120  on  Apr.  20th.  Inner  London:  Regent's 
Park,  three  pairs  bred.  The  Highway,  Wapping,  up  to  five  on  six 
dates  from  Apr.  17th  to  Aug.  28th,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 
K  West  Wickham,  120  on  Oct.  4th. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  200  on  Oct.  11th.  Inner  London:  Burgess  Park,  up 
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to  five  on  six  dates  from  July  15th  to  Sept.  4th;  three  on  Dec.  20th. 

459  Twite 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  25  on  Jan.  1st,  15  on  Jan.  18th,  12  on  Feb.  7th,  eight 
on  Feb.  27th;  12  on  Nov.  28th  and  six  in  December  (mkd,  avm). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  25  on  Mar.  12th  (cl). 

460  Redpoll 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding,  flocks  of  100  or  more  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given.  Six  birds  were  considered  by  the 
observers  to  have  the  characters  of  the  Mealy  Redpoll  ( C.f.  flammea) 
all  north  of  the  Thames  between  January  and  April. 

E  Pairs  bred  at  Berwick  Ponds  (1),  Epping  Forest  (8),  Hainault  (10), 
Havering  (4),  South  Stifford  (3)  and  Weald  Park  (3).  Dagnam  Park, 
one  pair  in  summer.  Hainault,  120  on  Mar.  13th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  five  pairs  in  summer.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  four  cfcf 
summered. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  three  to  four  pairs  bred.  Bedfont  Quarry,  a  cf 
singing  on  May  16th.  Hampstead  Heath,  breeding  suspected  at  one 
site  and  a  nest  found  at  a  second  site  but  was  destroyed.  Harrow 
School,  one  singing  in  May.  Hillingdon  House  Farm,  Uxbridge,  one 
singing  on  May  24th.  Brent  Res.,  one  pair  bred.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  seen  throughout  the  year  with  seven  on  Mar.  13th  and 
a  family  party  on  Aug.  31st.  Holland  Park,  two  on  Feb.  14th.  Fairfax 
Road,  NW6,  a  pair  bred  successfully.  Breeding  has  only  been  proved 
once  before  (in  1974)  in  Inner  London.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  six  or 
seven  on  Jan.  19th,  Feb.  11th  and  25th  and  Mar.  27th.  Aberdare 
Gardens,  NW6,  three  on  Oct.  17th. 

K  Bexley,  one  or  two  in  gardens  in  May  and  June.  Dartford  Heath,  at 
least  five  singing  cf  Cf  on  May  2nd.  Hither  Green  Cemetery,  present 
in  breeding  season.  Petts  Wood,  100  on  Apr.  19th.  Ruxley  G.P., 
three  on  May  3rd  and  June  20th.  Thamesmead,  one  on  June  18th. 

S  Pairs  at  East  Sheen  Common  (1),  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (1),  Mitcham 
Common  (2)  and  Wimbledon  Common  (4).  One  or  two  in  the 
breeding  season  at  Barnes,  Barn  Elms  Res.  and  Grange  Park.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Aug.  31st. 

463  Crossbill 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  three  on  Oct.  10th  (gjw). 

B  Black  Park,  t  least  14  on  Feb.  1st  (bbc). 

K  Chislehurst,  a  $  on  Dec.  28th  (wtgb).  High  Elms,  a  cf  on  Apr.  25th 
(ci). 

467  Scarlet  Rosefinch 

H  Abbots  Langley,  a  $ /immature  in  a  garden  from  Jan.  1st  to  11th  had 
been  present  since  Dec.  29th  1986  {ecu  et  al.). 

The  disappearance  of  this  bird,  the  second  for  London,  coincided 
with  the  arrival  of  cold  weather. 

469  Bullfinch 

The  largest  flock  reported  was  21  at  Horton  Country  Park  on  Feb. 
2nd.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  Kensington  Gar¬ 
dens,  a  cf  on  Apr.  24th,  a  pair  on  Aug.  23rd.  The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  cf 
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on  Jan.  16th  and  31st,  two  (lcT)  on  Nov.  5th  and  a  cf  on  Nov.  7th, 
which  was  ringed. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  pair  on  Jan.  5th,  five  (3cfcf)  on 
Jan.  19th  during  hard  weather,  a  pair  on  Mar.  13th;  one  pair  bred; 
five  on  Aug.  28th,  two  on  Oct.  3rd,  five  on  Nov.  2nd  and  four  on  Dec. 
29th. 

470  Hawfinch 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  four  in  January,  seven  in  February,  four  in  March, 
two  in  April,  one  on  May  20th,  a  family  party  of  six  on  July  6th,  25  on 
Nov.  15th,  18  on  Dec.  6th  and  36  on  Dec.  20th  (crj).  Epping  Forest, 
two  pairs  bred  (mkd).  Galleyhill  Wood,  two  pairs  (ah).  Mores 
Wood,  three  pairs  (rg).  Hainault,  five  pairs  bred  (mkd).  Thorndon 
Park,  one  on  Apr.  11th  (rl). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  or  two  all  year,  five  on  Apr.  12th,  four  on  Apr. 
22nd,  a  pair  and  young  in  July  (not  bred  at  this  locality)  and  nine  on 
July  17th  (br,  gjw).  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (adw). 
Hazel  Grove,  Hatfield,  two  on  Jan.  29th,  one  on  Apr.  21st,  four  on 
May  1st  and  one  on  Nov.  30th  (hpeg).  Hertford  Heath,  one  on  Mar. 
22nd  (ajc).  Oaklands,  St.  Albans,  one  on  Mar.  22nd  (cb).  Rick- 
mansworth  G.C.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (avm).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on 
Apr.  18th  and  20th  (rmrg,  gjw).  Stanstead  Abbotts  G.P.,  one  on 
Mar.  28th  (hpm).  Welwyn  Garden  City,  five  on  Mar.  1st,  three  on 
Mar.  22nd,  15  on  Mar.  30th  and  11  on  Apr.  2nd  (ks,  bt s). 
Whippendell  Woods,  one  on  May  10th  (aeg). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  Nov.  26th  and  Dec.  8th  (shc,  hhs).  Mad  Bess 
Wood,  one  on  July  10th  (rdnhs). 

K  Chislehurst,  one  in  a  garden  on  May  9th  (khp).  High  Elms,  a  cf  on 
Apr.  13th  and  two  on  Apr.  25th  (ci,  rt).  Hosey  Common,  one 
calling  on  June  13th  (khp).  Lullingstone,  two  on  June  28th  (sjg). 
Orpington,  one  on  June  20th  (atj).  Wilmington,  one  on  Jan.  9th 
(ajm  et  al.). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  on  Mar.  7th  (ass).  Fairmile  Common, 
Esher,  a  pair  on  May  28th  and  29th  (ml)  and  an  adult  feeding  one 
juvenile  on  Aug.  25th  (np per  res).  Putney  Heath,  one  on  Jan.  27th 
{per  dlw).  Tulse  Hill,  one  in  a  garden  on  Jan.  24th  (la). 

493  Lapland  Bunting 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Jan.  25th  (cg)  and  one  on  Dec.  30th  (mkd),  the 
fourth  year  in  succession  for  this  locality.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on 
Jan.  17th  and  three  on  Feb.  7th  (cf,  mkd). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  19th  (cdrh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Jan.  24th  (ajm,  rpm).  Stone  Marsh,  one  on 
Jan.  15th  (bew). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  7th  (dap). 

The  best  year  yet,  with  eight  records,  pushing  the  London  total  up  to 
at  least  26.  The  upsurge  in  the  number  of  birds  wintering  along  the 
east  coast  of  England  is  clearly  responsible  for  the  increasing  number 
of  sightings  in  our  Area. 

494  Snow  Bunting 

E  Fairlop,  one  or  two,  seen  onlv  in  flight,  on  Dec.  1st  (cg).  Rainham 
Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  17th  (crg).  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  24th, 
25th  and  31st  (jf,  lpp,  pjv). 
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M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  7th  (pn). 

S  Walton  Re^.,  one  on  Dec.  14th  (dsd). 

496  Yellowhammer 

Five  territories  at  Ruislip  Common  was  the  largest  number  reported 
in  the  breeding  season.  Absent  from  Wimbledon  Common  where  it 
last  bred  in  1984.  Counts  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  50  on  Dec.  15th. 

H  Foxholes  Farm,  Hertford,  100  on  Feb.  15th.  Sleapshyde  G.P.,  65  on 
Sept.  19th.  Shenleybury  Fields,  50  on  Oct.  24th.  Rye  Meads  S.F. ,  50 
on  Feb.  7th,  60  on  Feb.  15th,  70  on  Dec.  13th  -  all  roosts. 

M  Inner  London:  The  Avenue,  NW6,  a  cf  flew  SW  on  Oct.  12th  (cjc). 
K  Chipstead  Lake,  50  on  Mar.  8th.  West  Wickham,  50  on  Mar.  3rd. 
S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on  Jan.  20th  (bm). 

499  Ortolan  Bunting 

M  Wood  Green  Res.,  a  cf  present  all  day  on  Apr.  24th,  feeding  in  a 
disused  filter  bed  (nb,  ahg  et  al.). 

The  tenth  record  for  the  London  Area,  and  the  sixth  in  spring.  This 
was  also  the  first  in  April;  the  previous  earliest  record  was  on  May 
3rd.  By  coincidence  the  last  bird  in  London  (at  Barn  Elms  Res.  in 
May  1985)  was  also  feeding  in  a  disused  filter  bed. 

503  Little  Bunting 

B  Delaford  Manor,  near  Iver,  a  cf  from  Mar.  17th  until  Apr.  26th  (c. 
d.  r.  jones  et  al .),  began  to  sing  towards  the  end  of  its  stay. 


The  seventh  London  record  and  the  first  since  1985.  The  long  stay  of 
this  individual  as  well  as  its  proximity  to  a  public  footpath,  enabled 
many  hundreds  of  people  to  see  it.  As  time  went  by,  however,  it 
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became  more  and  more  elusive.  Accepted  by  the  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee. 

506  Reed  Bunting 

Records  of  fifty  or  more,  some  specimen  breeding  populations  and 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  80  on  Jan.  3rd,  75  on  Jan.  17th;  60  on  Oct.  31st  and  70  on 
Nov.  14th. 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  15  pairs  bred.  Cheshunt  G.P.,  23  cfcf  in  the  breeding 
season.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  70  on  Feb.  15th  and  80  on  Feb.  22nd. 
M  Brent  Res.,  16  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  cf  on 
Mar.  5th  and  a  pair  from  Sept.  28th  to  Oct.  9th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  at  least  37  in  song  on  May  6th. 

S  Buckland  S.P. ,  five  nests  found  but  all  failed.  Lonsdale  Road  Res. ,  a 
pair  carrying  food  on  May  25th,  not  far  outside  the  Inner  London 
boundary.  Wimbledon  Common,  eight  pairs  bred.  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  a  cf  on  Apr.  10th. 

510  Corn  Bunting 

Records  of  50  or  more  and  breeding  season  distribution  are  given. 
There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Singing  cfcf  at  Fairlop  (12),  Hornchurch  (30)  and  Rainham  Marsh 
(5).  At  the  latter  site,  maxima  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  600 
on  Jan.  17th  during  severe  weather  and  110  on  Feb.  6th. 

H  Cromerhyde  Farm,  a  cf  on  May  4th.  Coopers  Green  G.P.,  a  cf  in 
May  and  June.  Nashes  Farm,  a  cf  on  May  7th,  two  on  May  27th. 
Radlett  Aerodrome,  a  cf  on  May  10th.  Rickmansworth,  two  at  Stag 
Lane  on  May  11th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  87  on  Feb.  28th  and  60  on  Apr. 
6th,  both  roosts.  Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  a  cf  in  May. 

M  Springwell  reed-bed,  103  at  roost  on  Mar.  31st. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  four  singing  cfcf  on  June  20th.  Horton  Kirby,  six 
singing  on  June  12th.  Eynsford,  one  singing  at  Hulberry  Farm  on 
May  7th.  Newbarn,  one  on  June  20th.  Orpington,  two  at  Skibbs  Lane 
on  June  20th.  Swanscombe,  three  singing  on  June  21st. 


Appendix  I 

The  following  records  relate  to  birds  of  captive  origin. 

Black  Swan 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Oct.  6th  (ab /).  Waltham  Abbey,  three  during  March  and  April  (jf). 
H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  14th  (gjw).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  three  from  Feb.  12th  to  Mar. 

31st,  two  remaining  until  Apr.  17th  with  one  still  present  until  July  23rd  (adw  et  al.). 
M  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (avm).  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  25th  (rjh). 
B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  on  Sept.  12th  (vc). 

S  Barwell  Court  Lake  at  Chessington,  one  from  Nov.  1st  to  6th  (bp  per  sdbs). 
Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  from  Nov.  27th  to  Dec.  7th  (sja,  gwjh).  River  Thames  at 
Kingston,  three  on  Feb.  3rd  (jh). 

This  is  the  first  time  that  all  records  have  been  listed  in  this  section;  up  until  now  there 
have  been  too  few  records  to  be  of  significance,  but  it  now  seems  to  be  becoming  more 
widespread. 

51  White-fronted  Goose 

K  Bromley,  one  on  Nov.  4th  (pdg).  Chipstead  Lake,  an  adult  on  Jan.  24th  (trs).  Darenth 
Lakes,  three  on  Mar.  14th  (bew).  Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  1st  (cwn,  rw/i). 

50  Pink-footed  Goose 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  19th  and  20th  (br,  gjv/).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  8th. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  many  dates  between  Mar.  11th  and  the  end  of  November  was 
frequently  paired  up  with  a  Canada  Goose  (mo). 
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M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  11th,  17th,  Mar.  7th,  21st  and  Apr.  12th  (je  et  al.). 

52  Lesser  White-fronted  Goose 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr.  4th,  5th  and  May  4th  (sc,  jf,  hpm).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one 
on  Jan.  17th  and  19th  (rf,  dl,  pl). 

Amwell  G.P.,  a  first-winter  bird  from  Apr.  7th  to  27th  (br,  gjw  et  al.). 

Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  (sc). 

The  above  sightings  almost  certainly  all  relate  to  the  same  bird. 

Snow  Goose 

Fishers  Green,  one  on  Aug.  18th  (cl).  Walthamstow  Res. ,  one  on  many  dates  during  the 
year,  with  two  on  July  4th,  8th  and  25th  (psaa,  jf).  All  blue-phase  birds. 
Tyttenhanger  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (pdw). 

Broadwater  G.P.,  a  blue-phase  bird  on  Jan.  15th  (trd).  Bushy  Park,  one  on  Dec.  1st, 
2nd  and  11th  (rji,  sjs).  Hampton  Court  Park,  one  on  Dec.  31st  (msw,  ns).  Home  Park, 
one  from  Nov.  21st  to  Dec.  6th  (den). 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  many  dates  in  January  (mo). 

Beddington  S.F.,  two  blue-phase  birds  on  Aug.  2nd  flew  off  NE  (gdjm).  River  Thames 
at  Hampton,  one  on  Mar.  28th  and  May  21st  (sjs). 

1986  Additional  Record 
Beddington  S.F.,  one  present  all  year  (gdjm). 

Canada  Goose 

Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  19th  (hpm,  gjw). 

Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  12th,  May  24th,  30th,  June  14th,  Aug.  15th  and  Dec.  21st 
(avm,  pn). 

Both  birds  showed  the  characters  of  one  of  the  smallest  races  of  Canada  Goose  -  the 
Cackling  Goose  ( B.c .  minima).  Quite  possibly  the  same  bird  was  involved  in  both 
sightings. 

Barnacle  Goose 

Fairlop,  four  on  Sept.  5th  (cg).  Fishers  Green,  one  pair  reared  four  young  (gjw  et  al.)", 
six  on  Apr.  19th  (jf).  Walthamstow  Res.,  eight  on  Jan.  7th  and  22nd,  six  on  Mar.  8th  and 
five  on  July  4th  (pl  et  al.). 

Amwell  G.P.,  up  to  five  in  January  and  February,  up  to  two  from  March  to  May  and 
August  to  September,  with  four  on  Sept.  16th  (br,  gjw).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  from  Oct. 
17th  to  Nov.  7th  (hb,  je). 

Broadwater  G.P.,  singles  on  five  dates  between  June  14th  and  Aug.  23rd  (rdnhs  etal.). 
Osterley  Park,  four  on  Sept.  12th  (dgh).  Wood  Green  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  8th  and  19th 
(apbr). 

Horton  G.P.,  six  on  Jan.  31st  (pn).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  six  between  Jan.  11th  and  17th 
(avm,  pn  et  al.),  were  also  seen  at  Horton. 

Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Oct.  10th  (snr). 

Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  11  dates  between  June  18th  and  Sept.  12th  (bpa,  rbh  et  al.). 
For  the  second  year  running  a  pair  bred  at  Fishers  Green. 

Egyptian  Goose 

Fishers  Green,  one  present  all  year  (jf). 

Emperor  Goose 

Fairlop,  one  during  August  and  September  (cg).  Walthamstow  Res. ,  three  on  Jan.  17th, 
four  on  Feb.  22nd,  three  on  Mar.  22nd,  two  on  Aug.  23rd  and  Dec.  6th  (dl,  pl). 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Mar.  29th  (snr,  rht). 

Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  21st  (rbh).  Beddington  S.F. ,  one  on  Mar.  12th  (gdjm). 

This  is  the  first  occasion  that  this  attractive  goose  has  appeared  in  this  section;  it  seems 
likely  that  it  could  follow  in  the  feral  footsteps  of  the  closely  related  Barnacle  Goose. 

Bar-headed  Goose 

Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (jf).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  22nd,  Feb.  21st, 
Apr.  5th  and  17th  (cl). 

Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (gjw).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (avm). 
Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  17th,  25th,  Mar.  7th  and  21st  (trd,  cl).  Wood  Green 
Res.,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (nb). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  one  on  many  dates  during  January  and  February  (mo)  and  on  May  7th 
and  8th  (cdrh). 

S  Buckland  S.P.,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (id).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on  Sept.  3rd  (gwjh). 
Walton  Res.,  two  on  Dec.  17th  (cl). 


120 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  52  FOR  1987 


60  Ruddy  Shelduck 

E  Fairlop,  two  9  9  between  August  and  October  (cg,  spg).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  9  on  Dec. 
6th.  7th  and  19th  (ab/.  kb). 

M  Finsbury  Park,  two  on  May  19th  (dl,  pl).  Kempton  Park  Res. ,  a  pair  on  May  22nd  (jah. 

pn,  klp).  Osterley  Park,  a  pair  on  May  27th  (rbh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  9  on  Apr.  13th,  a  pair  on  May  1st  and  7th  and  a  9  on  Oct.  24th.  Dec. 
13th  and  26th  (rbh  et  al.).  Beddington  S.F.,  a  $  on  Apr.  30th  (gdjm). 

62  Wood  Duck 

M  Trent  Park,  a  pair  on  Feb.  9th  (nm).  Sunbury  Cross,  a  pair  laid  ten  eggs,  but  these 
subsequently  disappeared  (per  the  Staines  Informer). 

K  Darenth  Lakes,  a  cf  on  Feb.  2nd  (bew). 


63  Mandarin 

K  Brooklands  Lake,  a  cf  on  May  24th  (cw n,  rw).  Crystal  Palace,  a  cfon  Jan.  27th  (ci). 
Keston  Ponds,  a  9  on  May  24th  (atj).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (snr). 


Bahama  Pintail 


M 

S 


Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  one  on  Mar.  7th  and  16th  (pl). 

River  Thames  at  Hammersmith,  one  on  Sept.  14th  and  Dec.  31st  (bpa,  rsh).  Lonsdale 
Road  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  11th  (veh). 

In  addition  to  the  above  birds,  escapes  of  the  following  species  were  also  recorded  in  the 
London  Area  during  1987  (full  details  are  retained  on  the  Society’s  record  cards). 


Chiloe  Wigeon 
Australian  Shoveler 
Rosybill 
Cockatiel 

Pale-headed  Rosella 


Budgerigar 
Grey  Parrot 
Zebra  Finch 
Hill  Myna 


Appendix  II 

The  following  records  relate  to  hydrids. 


Canada  Goose  x  Greylag  Goose 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (je).  Wood  Green  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  5th  (apbr). 
B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  bird  showing  the  characters  of  this  hybrid,  with  the  appearance  of  a 
‘Blue  Snow’  type,  on  Jan.  12th  (cdrh). 

Wigeon  x  Mallard 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  cf  present  on  several  dates  during  the  summer  (avm). 

1985  Additional  Record 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  cf  on  Sept.  8th  (cdrh). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Aug.  3 1st  (cdrh). 

All  the  above  records  refer  to  the  same  individual. 

Wigeon  x  Pintail 

1986  Additional  Record 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  cf  on  Nov.  6th  (cdrh). 

Aythya  hybrids 

M  Broadwater  G.P.,  single  cfcf  seen  on  Jan.  16th.  31st.  Feb.  12th.  but  three  cfcf  on  Feb. 
8th  (pn,  mgt  et  al.);  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  cf  on  Nov.  14th.  Dec.  19th  and  26th  (cl. 
avm).  Staines  Res.,  a  cf  on  Apr.  25th  showed  the  characters  of  a  Ring-necked  Duck  x 
Tufted  Duck  hybrid  (gmh).  Yiewsley  G.P.,  a  cf  on  Feb.  22nd  (ci ). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res.,  a  cf  on  Jan.  16th  and  17th  showed  the  characters  of  a  Tufted  Duck 
x  Pochard  hybrid  (Osborne  B)  (cdrh  et  al.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  cf  on  Dec.  30th  showed  the  characters  of  a  Ring-necked  Duck  x 
Tufted  Duck  hybrid  (rbh).  River  Thames  at  Ham,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (jh). 

1986  Additional  Record 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  cf  on  Nov.  24th  showed  the  characters  of  a  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck 
hybrid  (cdrh). 
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The  influx  of 
Sabine’s  Gulls 
other  Seabirds 
October  1987 

A.  V.  Moon 
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INTRODUCTION 
Few  people  living  in  the  southeast  of  England  will  forget  the  night  of  October 
15th/16th  1987.  During  the  early  hours  of  October  16th  an  intense  depression 
that  had  formed  over  the  Bay  of  Biscay  swept  up  the  English  Channel  and 
across  southern  England  leaving  a  trail  of  damage  in  its  wake.  Trees  were 
uprooted  or  snapped  off  at  half-height,  tall  buildings  damaged,  boats  cast 
adrift,  a  Cross-Channel  ferry  blown  ashore,  thousand  of  miles  of  telephone 
lines  brought  down,  the  most  widespread  power  failure  since  the  Second 
World  War  -  the  list  was  almost  endless.  At  least  18  people  lost  their  lives. 
Many  millions  of  trees  were  felled  across  southern  England,  permanently 
altering  the  landscape  of  many  parks  and  gardens;  Kew  Gardens  lost  some  of 
its  oldest  and  most  valued  trees.  As  well  as  the  damage  it  soon  transpired  that 
a  sizeable  population  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  had  been  picked  up  from  the  Bay  of 
Biscay  by  the  depression  and  sprinkled  across  southern  England.  It  was  the 
greatest  storm  to  hit  the  southeast  of  England  for  over  250  years  and  it  is 
probable  that  its  like  will  not  be  seen  again  for  several  centuries. 


THE  STORM 

There  was  little  to  suggest  that  such  a  storm  was  imminent:  the  evening 
weather  forecast  predicted  gales  along  southern  coasts,  but  nothing  more 
severe  -  Michael  Fish  (the  BBC  weatherman)  even  scoffed  at  a  viewer  who 
had  phoned  the  BBC  because  she  had  heard  that  there  was  a  hurricane  on  the 
way!  At  midnight  the  wind  in  London  was  no  more  than  a  fresh  southerly 
breeze,  by  02.00  hrs.  the  wind  speed  had  risen  dramatically  but  was  still  not 
exceptional.  By  03.00  hrs.  the  wind  was  averaging  45  mph  (Gale  Force  8), 
gusting  to  77  mph  and  had  now  veered  to  the  southwest.  Between  04.00  and 
05.00  hrs.  the  winds  were  at  their  fiercest  with  averages  exceeding  60  mph 
and  gusts  exceeding  90  mph;  it  was  during  this  period  that  most  of  the  damage 
was  done.  After  this  the  wind  strength  very  gradually  decreased  so  that  by 
midday  it  had  fallen  to  a  moderate  Force  6.  Interestingly,  the  low  point  for 
barometric  pressure  was  at  03.00  hrs. ,  but  then  during  the  next  three  hours  it 
rose  23  millibars  and  the  wind  was  at  its  climax.  The  major  reason  why  the 
wind  inflicted  so  much  damage  was  because  of  the  extremely  strong  gusts, 
which  were  channelled  by  hills,  valleys,  large  buildings  or  reservoir  banks. 
This  explains  why  some  stands  of  trees  were  felled,  whilst  others  nearby 
remained  unscathed.  It  remains  a  possibility  that  these  strong  gusts  were 
responsible  for  displacing  so  suddenly  the  Sabine’s  Gulls  and  other  species, 
rather  than  just  the  strength  of  the  wind  itself. 

Although  gusts  of  nearly  100  mph  were  recorded  in  London,  and  over  100 
mph  along  the  coast,  the  actual  average  of  the  windspeed  did  not  reach 
official  hurricane-force  (over  73  mph)  anywhere,  but  fell  slightly  short  of  this 
(Severe  Storm  Force  11,  64-72  mph). 

The  official  term  for  this  intense  depression  was  a  tropical  storm.  The 
major  cause  of  this  type  of  storm  is  a  huge  temperature  contrast  as  warm  air 
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meets  cold  air  over  a  warm  sea.  One  of  the  features  of  the  evening  of  October 
15th  was  the  huge  temperature  variation  in  southern  England  -  at  22.00  hrs 
the  temperature  was  18°C  in  Kent  but  only  7°C  in  Essex.  The  water  in  the  Bay 
of  Biscay  was  at  its  warmest  of  the  year,  consequently  the  air  above  was  warm 
and  moist.  A  band  of  cold  polar  air  in  the  upper  atmosphere  (approximately 
12  km  high)  which  had  originated  from  the  North  Atlantic  (and  was  partly  as 
a  result  of  the  ‘fall-out’  of  Hurricane  Floyd  off  the  east  coast  of  America), 
then  combined  with  the  warm  moist  air  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  The  immediate 
reaction  was  a  sudden  fall  in  pressure  from  970  to  959  millibars  as  the 
depression  quickly  deepened.  Since  there  was  an  anticyclone  (high  pressure) 
over  Europe  the  only  path  the  depression  could  follow  was  along  the 
northern  edge  of  the  anticyclone  -  along  the  English  Channel  and  across 
southern  England. 

THE  ‘WRECK’ 

In  the  immediate  aftermath  of  the  storm  it  became  apparent  that  there  had 
been  a  major  displacement  of  seabirds  with  widespread  reports  of  Sabine's 
and  Little  Gulls  and  Grey  Phalaropes  as  well  as  lesser  reports  of  skuas, 
Leach’s  Petrels,  Kittiwakes,  terns  and  waders.  Up  until  this  influx  there  had 
only  been  four  previous  records  of  Sabine’s  Gull  in  London,  two  singles  and 
two  birds  seen  together  at  Staines  Res.  in  September  1950. 

Because  of  the  chaos  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  October  16th  very  few 
people  were  able  to  get  out  to  the  reservoirs  until  after  midday,  so  that  most 
of  the  records  for  16th  are  afternoon  ones.  Quite  clearly  there  was  still 
substantial  movement  taking  place  and  it  was  not  until  the  following  day 
(17th)  that  a  true  picture  began  to  emerge.  Although  some  Grey  Phalaropes, 
as  well  as  a  few  Sabine’s  and  Little  Gulls,  stayed  for  nearly  two  weeks,  most 
of  the  other  species  involved  were  only  seen  on  the  first  few  days  after  the 
storm.  For  the  sake  of  simplicity  I  have  decided  to  break  down  the  analysis  of 
the  storm  into  individual  species  accounts. 

SABINE’S  GULL 

October  16th: 

The  first  known  sighting  in  London  was  of  two  adults  seen  flying  west  from 
Hammersmith  Bridge  at  09.00  hrs  (not  normally  the  sort  of  bird  seen  on  the 
way  to  work!).  By  midday  there  were  further  reports  from  Amwell  G.P.  (a 
juvenile)  and  Queen  Mary  (3  adults)  and  Wraysbury  Reservoirs.  Clearly,  as 
more  observers  managed  to  get  into  the  field,  so  the  number  of  sightings 
increased.  The  only  bird  to  reach  Inner  London  was  watched  on  the  River 
Thames  from  Charing  Cross  at  14.30  hrs.  In  all  there  were  records  from  11 
localities  involving  at  least  13  birds  and  possibly  as  many  as  22.  Where  birds 
were  seen  only  briefly  they  were  generally  heading  in  a  westerly  direction, 
indicative  perhaps  of  an  attempt  to  reorientate.  The  majority  of  sightings 
during  the  day  involved  birds  that  were  flying  over  and  not  birds  that  had 
settled  at  a  particular  site.  It  is  extremely  likely  that  many  more  birds  would 
have  been  seen  if  the  conditions  had  not  prevented  so  many  people  from 
getting  out. 

October  17th: 

The  picture  on  the  second  day  was  quite  different  with  many  more  people  out 
looking  for  Sabine’s;  there  was  still  clearly  considerable  movement  taking 
place  and  because  of  this  it  is  impossible  to  determine  how  many  birds  were 
involved.  There  were  records  from  15  localities  involving  possibly  as  many  as 
52  birds,  although  realistically  the  true  total  is  probably  nearer  45.  On  the 
River  Thames  in  east  London  it  appears  that  birds  were  being  funnelled 
upriver  (perhaps  from  the  Thames  estuary)  with  up  to  seven  on  the  power 
station  outflow  at  West  Thurrock  alone  and  at  least  another  five  upriver  at 
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Barking.  In  west  London  birds  were  beginning  to  favour  certain  reservoirs, 
where  they  stayed  all  day  -  Island  Barn  (4  birds),  Queen  Mary  (5  birds)  and 
Queen  Mother  (3  birds).  Many  birds  were  still  moving  through,  with  the 
general  direction  of  flight  again  being  mainly  westerly.  In  the  Lea  Valley 
birds  were  not  settled;  although  there  were  four  birds  on  King  George  V  Res. 
at  dawn,  these  had  all  gone  by  midday.  Subsequently  one  bird  was  seen  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  and  two  at  William  Girling  Res.  -  all  three  birds  probably 
having  originated  from  King  George  V. 

October  18th: 

By  the  third  day  most  wandering  birds  had  moved  off  and  those  that 
remained  began  to  settle  into  a  routine.  The  three  ‘resident’  birds  at  Queen 
Mary  fed  along  the  reservoir  edge  during  the  day  and  then  roosted  in  the 
centre  of  the  water  with  other  gulls.  The  birds  at  Queen  Mother  fed  in 
puddles  at  the  base  of  the  reservoir  bank,  or  in  an  adjacent  field,  and  also 
presumably  roosted  on  the  reservoir.  In  east  London  the  largest  flock  of 
Sabine’s  seen  during  the  whole  influx  had  assembled  at  the  mouth  of  the 
River  Barking,  where  it  entered  the  Thames;  13  birds  were  present  during 
the  early  morning  and  at  least  seven  birds  were  present  all  day.  This  splendid 
gathering  must  have  been  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  influx.  The  only 
sightings  in  the  Lea  Valley  were  of  two  birds  at  William  Girling,  which  were 
present  all  day.  This  was  the  last  ‘big’  day  for  Sabine’s  with  a  maximum  of  33 
birds  being  seen  during  the  day.  By  the  following  day  -  a  Monday  -  many 
birds  had  clearly  left  the  Area. 

October  19th: 

Only  five  sites  recorded  birds  during  Monday,  but  at  each  place  the  birds 
remained  all  day.  The  River  Thames  at  Barking  was  still  the  favourite  with 
five  birds,  followed  by  Island  Barn  and  Queen  Mary  with  three  birds  each.  A 
total  of  14  birds  was  seen  during  the  day.  A  lack  of  observers  could  well  have 
contributed  to  the  significant  drop  in  sightings  during  the  day,  compared  with 
18th. 

October  20th  onwards: 

Reports  during  the  week  became  more  patchy  as  observer  coverage 
declined.  Queen  Mary  continued  to  hold  three  birds  until  at  least  20th.  Island 
Barn  held  at  least  two  birds  until  24th.  At  William  Girling  the  two  birds  on 
19th  rose  to  three  on  20th  and  then  rather  surprisingly  to  five  on  21st  (not  all 
birds  were  seen  together),  before  declining  to  four  on  22nd;  the  last  bird  was 
seen  here  on  24th.  These  birds  were  not  actually  on  the  reservoir  itself,  but 
were  frequenting  floods  just  to  the  south.  It  remains  a  possibility  that  these 
extra  birds  had  been  elsewhere  in  the  Lea  Valley  all  the  time,  but  it  is  also 
possible  that  they  could  have  come  up  from  the  River  Thames.  Although 
birds  were  seen  at  Queen  Mother  until  18th  there  were  no  further  sightings 
here,  apart  from  an  adult  on  22nd  and  a  juvenile  on  24th,  although  up  to 
three  adults  were  found  to  be  frequenting  floods  at  nearby  Colnbrook.  It  is 
likely  that  these  birds  were  responsible  for  sightings  at  Heathrow  and  Perry 
Oaks.  Even  a  week  after  the  influx  occasional  birds  were  still  being  found 
well  away  from  the  main  sites,  for  instance  at  Cranford  Park  (Hayes)  and 
Long  Ditton.  The  only  sighting  after  25th  came  from  Colnbrook,  or  from 
fields  adjacent  to  Queen  Mother  and  only  involved  one  bird,  which  regularly 
commuted  between  the  two  sites.  This  was  last  seen  on  28th. 

FEEDING  HABITS 

Initially,  at  least,  birds  were  only  seen  feeding  on  the  large  waters,  although 
later  many  birds  clearly  favoured  flooded  fields.  A  rather  sick  looking  bird  at 
Queen  Mother  was  seen  to  eat  a  worm.  The  later  birds  at  William  Girling 
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were  feeding  on  floods  as  was  the  bird  at  Cranford  Park;  the  birds  at  Perry 
Oaks  were  feeding  over  the  sludge  lagoons.  At  Queen  Mary  the  birds  were 
almost  invariably  feeding  close  to  the  northern  bank  by  swimming  along  the 
edge  (where  all  the  surface  debris  had  been  blown)  and  picked  food  items 
from  the  surface  rather  in  the  manner  of  phalaropes.  Their  diet  was 
presumed  to  mainly  consist  of  floating  insects  or  other  invertebrates.  At 
Barking  the  birds  were  feeding  by  patrolling  the  outflow  of  the  River  Barking 
in  constant  sorties,  usually  picking  items  off  the  surface,  rather  like  petrels. 
Occasionally  a  bird  would  settle  on  the  water  to  pick  up  a  food  item  and  then 
be  carried  by  the  strong  flow  back  into  the  River  Thames,  before  resuming  its 
patrol.  One  factor  that  made  accurate  counting  so  difficult  at  Barking  was  the 
presence  of  several  hundred  Black-headed  Gulls,  which  were  feeding  in  a 
similar  manner  to  the  Sabine’s.  The  constant  melee  of  birds  wheeling  over 
the  confluence  of  the  Rivers  Barking  and  Thames  meant  that  it  was  not 
always  easy  to  pick  the  Sabine’s  out  from  its  commoner  relative. 

AGE  RATIO  AND  TOTALS 

The  vast  majority  of  birds  involved  in  this  influx  were  adults,  with  juveniles 
being  very  much  in  the  minority.  A  minimum  of  six  juveniles  was  seen  with  a 
maximum  of  ten  birds.  Because  of  the  considerable  movement  of  birds 
between  sites,  especially  in  the  early  days  of  the  influx,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  provide  an  accurate  total  of  the  number  of  birds  involved.  Nevertheless,  it 
is  extremely  likely  that  an  absolute  minimum  of  50  birds  were  seen  in  London 
and  an  absolute  maximum  of  84  birds.  In  attempting  to  allow  for  duplication 
of  birds  seen  at  more  than  one  site,  an  estimate  of  64  birds  (six  juveniles)  is 
reached,  which  provides  a  much  more  realistic  total. 

It  has  long  been  established  that  the  Greenland  and  East  Canadian 
populations  move  across  the  Atlantic  and  linger  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  during 
the  autumn,  before  they  move  on  to  spend  the  winter  off  South  African 
coasts.  The  high  proportion  of  adults  involved  was  indicative  of  the  time  of 
year,  since  by  this  time  the  majority  of  juveniles  have  moved  off  towards  the 
wintering  area;  if  the  influx  had  occurred  one  month  earlier  it  is  likely  that  it 
would  have  involved  far  more  juveniles.  Seawatches  off  Cornish  coasts  in 
late  August  and  early  September  (when  Sabine’s  are  most  often  seen) 
invariably  involve  a  high  proportion  of  juveniles. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  influx  was  the  incredible  tameness  of  almost  all 
the  Sabine’s  involved,  showing  absolutely  no  concern  when  observers 
approached  to  within  a  few  feet.  Indeed  on  many  reservoirs  the  birds  would 
actually  approach  observers  sitting  or  standing  on  the  bank.  Tameness  has 
always  been  a  characteristic  of  phalaropes,  but  Sabine's  Gulls  are  not  usually 
seen  in  situations  which  allow  a  close  approach.  However,  the  approachabil- 
ity  of  breeding  birds  of  the  high  Arctic  is  well  known.  Even  experienced 
observers,  who  had  seen  many  Sabine’s  before,  had  never  seen  them  this 
close. 

There  was  some  minor  plumage  variation  between  individuals  (particular¬ 
ly  the  adults)  although  this  was  mostly  confined  to  the  extent  of  greyish/black 
on  the  head  and  the  size  of  the  white  tips  to  the  black  primaries.  In  extreme 
cases  the  ‘hood’  extended  from  the  top  of  the  crown  to  half  way  down  the 
back  of  the  neck.  The  white  primary  tips  ranged  from  quite  extensive  white 
tips  to  only  faint  small  white  marks  at  the  extreme  feather  tip.  It  is  likely  that 
this  variation  of  the  primary  tips  was  an  indication  of  feather  wear,  rather 
than  the  age  of  the  bird. 

LITTLE  GULL 

In  terms  of  numbers  this  gull  was  by  far  the  most  numerous  of  all  the  species 
involved  in  the  influx.  On  October  16th  a  maximum  of  84  birds  was  seen  and 
they  were  spread  fairly  evenly  across  the  Area,  the  highest  count  being  25  at 
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Queen  Mary.  The  following  day  an  impressively  large  maximum  total  of  163 
birds  was  seen,  far  more  than  have  ever  been  seen  in  London  before  on  a 
single  day.  Interestingly,  most  birds  were  confined  to  the  reservoirs  in 
southwest  London  (74)  and  the  Thames  in  east  London  (85),  with  only  a  few 
birds  seen  away  from  these  two  areas.  However,  whilst  the  birds  in  the 
southwest  appeared  to  be  relatively  static  during  the  day  there  was  reported 
to  be  a  continual  westerly  movement  on  the  Thames.  The  peak  counts  were 
50  at  Rainham  and  27  at  King  George  VI.  By  the  18th  the  total  had  fallen  to 
106;  although  at  least  70  were  on  the  Thames  in  east  London,  only  36  could 
be  found  in  the  southwest.  It  is  probable  that  the  east  London  total  could 
have  involved  a  substantial  number  of  new  birds  which  were  arriving  upriver 
from  the  Thames  estuary.  Totals  fell  to  57  on  19th  and  25  on  20th,  but  this  was 
probably  due  as  much  to  poor  observer  coverage  as  to  the  actual  disappear¬ 
ance  of  birds.  The  highest  counts  on  19th  and  20th  were  22  at  West  Thurrock 
and  17  at  King  George  VI  respectively,  followed  by  19  at  West  Thurrock  on 
21st.  The  latter  count  was  the  last  double  figure  flock  seen  during  the  influx; 
by  the  following  weekend  (24th/25th)  only  singles  remained. 

Although  many  of  the  counts  submitted  did  not  include  age  ratios,  those 
that  did  seemed  to  indicate  that  immatures  were  more  numerous  than  adults, 
possibly  by  a  ratio  of  2:1.  Unlike  the  Sabine's,  it  is  not  immediately  clear 
whether  the  Little  Gulls  originated  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay  or  from  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  English  Channel,  where  a  substantial  passage  has  been  noted 
off  Cap  Griz  Nez  in  late  autumn.  It  is  not,  in  any  case,  such  a  pelagic  gull  as 
Sabine’s  Gull.  The  Baltic  and  western  Russian  population  of  the  Little  Gull  is 
the  one  that  is  involved  in  the  down-Channel  movement. 

Approximately  250  birds  were  involved  in  this  current  influx,  well  above 
any  previous  movement  into  the  Area  either  in  spring  or  autumn. 

GREY  PHALAROPE 

Inland  ‘wrecks’  of  this  pelagic  wader,  whilst  irregular,  are  well  documented 
and  are  usually  a  result  of  severe  Atlantic  storms  in  September  and  October. 
The  records  during  this  particular  influx  fall  into  the  pattern  of  previous 
‘wrecks’  in  terms  of  distribution  (the  majority  being  on  the  reservoirs  of 
southwest  London),  but  the  numbers  involved  (a  minimum  of  15  individuals) 
were  far  higher.  In  addition,  the  compact  flock  of  seven  birds  together  on 
King  George  VI  (in  company  with  a  Red-necked  Phalarope)  was  quite 
unprecedented,  as  was  the  group  of  three  together  on  King  George  V  (Lea 
Valley),  since  no  more  than  two  birds  had  been  seen  together  in  London 
before. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  influx  (16th)  nine  birds  were  seen,  including  one  on 
the  River  Thames  at  Dartford.  All  other  records  were  from  reservoirs  with 
two  each  at  Queen  Mary,  Queen  Mother  and  Staines.  By  the  following  day 
(17th)  most  birds  had  settled;  although  only  two  were  on  King  George  VI  at 
12.00  hrs,  this  subsequently  increased  to  seven  by  14.30  hrs.  The  two  birds 
watched  briefly  at  Staines  during  the  morning  undoubtedly  ended  up  on  the 
adjacent  King  George  VI,  as  did  one  seen  briefly  on  flood  water  on  Staines 
Moor.  On  the  18th  the  seven  birds  on  King  George  had  declined  to  six  and 
there  appeared  to  be  no  movement  between  reservoirs;  a  total  of  13  birds 
was  present  in  London  during  the  day.  The  only  sightings  during  the  influx  in 
the  Lea  Valley  were  all  at  King  George  V  Res.,  the  one  bird  on  16th  being 
joined  by  two  more  on  17th;  all  three  remained  together  until  23rd. 

Subsequently  the  numbers  gradually  declined  with  the  last  sighting  being 
of  a  single  bird  on  King  George  V  on  28th.  Interestingly,  the  Red-necked 
Phalarope  first  seen  on  King  George  VI  Res.  on  17th  moved  to  Staines  on 
29th  before  ultimately  returning  to  King  George  VI,  where  it  was  last  seen  on 
Nov.  8th.  As  in  previous  ‘wrecks’  birds  were  invariably  to  be  found  in  the 
roughest  parts  of  the  reservoirs,  where  all  the  surface  debris  (and  food)  had 
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been  blown  by  the  prevailing  wind.  At  several  localities  (King  George  VI  and 
Queen  Mary)  the  Sabine’s  Gulls  were  also  frequenting  the  same  section  of 
the  reservoirs,  thus  allowing  a  unique  inland  sight  of  Sabine’s  and  phalaropes 
feeding  alongside  each  other  -  all  within  inches  of  the  bank  (and  observers). 

LEACH’S  PETREL 

Rather  surprisingly,  the  only  reports  on  16th  were  of  one  at  Sevenoaks 
Reserve  and  an  unidentified  petrel  at  Queen  Mary  (probably  Leach’s). 
However,  the  following  day  there  were  singles  all  day  at  Queen  Mary  and 
Staines  (with  two  at  the  latter  site  for  a  short  time  in  the  afternoon)  and  at 
least  one  on  the  River  Thames  at  Rainham  early  in  the  morning.  Considering 
the  vulnerability  of  this  species  to  being  blown  off  course  during  gale  force 
winds  it  is  puzzling  that  more  birds  were  not  displaced;  it  certainly  suggests 
that  few  birds  were  present  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  at  the  time.  Quite  possibly  if 
the  storm  had  originated  further  out  in  the  Atlantic  more  birds  would  have 
been  involved.  The  normal  pattern  of  occurrence  after  strong  storms  is  for 
the  birds  to  be  located  during  the  day  that  follows  the  night  of  the  strongest 
winds,  so  the  fact  that  more  birds  were  found  the  following  day  is  perhaps 
indicative  of  the  strength  of  the  wind  on  this  occasion.  Possibly  birds  had 
been  displaced  further  to  the  north  and  were  merely  returning  south.  There 
were  no  reports  after  October  17th. 

SKUAS 

There  were  single  records  of  Arctic  Skua  on  16th  (over  Croham  Hurst  G.C.) 
and  Pomarine  on  17th  (Wraysbury  Res.).  The  only  reports  of  Great  were  on 
16th  and  17th  with  one  at  Muswell  Hill  (released  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  the 
following  day),  two  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  (one  on  17th)  and  three  over 
Wraysbury  Res.  There  were  in  fact  far  more  records  of  this  species  in 
adjacent  northern  counties  and  probably  greater  coverage  would  have 
produced  more  sightings.  Two  reports  of  unidentified  skuas  at  Queen 
Mother  and  Staines  (both  on  16th)  probably  relate  to  Pomarines. 

TERNS 

The  only  significant  tern  records  on  16th  were  Sandwich  (five  sightings  of 
seven  birds),  Little  (one)  and  Arctic  (two  sightings).  These  were  clearly 
caught  up  in  the  storm;  however,  apart  from  an  exceptionally  high  count  for 
the  time  of  year  of  50  Commons  at  Queen  Mary  on  19th,  it  would  seem  as 
though  neither  Common  or  Black  Terns  were  severely  affected  by  the  storm. 
It  is  presumed  that  the  50  Common  Terns  were  a  result  of  the  weather, 
although  there  were  no  corresponding  records  from  elsewhere.  As  with 
Leach’s  Petrel,  it  is  possible  that  this  group  were  returning  south  having  been 
displaced  further  to  the  north. 

WADERS 

There  were  several  records  of  Little  Stint,  Sanderling  and  Grey  Plover,  but 
no  significant  numbers  were  involved.  The  total  of  at  least  20  Oystercatchers 
(at  nine  sites)  on  16th  was  far  more  clearly  involved  in  the  influx,  as  were  the 
16  Curlews  at  nine  sites  and  13  Black-tailed  Godwits  at  Staines  Moor  on  the 
same  day.  These  birds  may  have  only  been  displaced  from  the  south  coast, 
where  the  winds  were  at  their  strongest. 

OTHER  SPECIES 

Single  Slavonian  Grebes  were  at  King  George  VI  (17th),  Queen  Mary  ( 16th) 
and  Wraysbury  (16th  to  22nd).  But  the  count  of  four  at  Queen  Mother  on 
19th  was  certainly  surprising  for  the  time  of  year.  The  only  other  species  of 
note  is  Kittiwake  and,  like  Leach’s  Petrel,  higher  numbers  could  have  been 
expected  considering  the  severity  of  the  wind;  no  count  exceeded  three. 
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There  were  some  notable  counts  of  hirundines  after  the  storm  (mostly  on  or 
after  17th),  particularly  House  Martins,  that  were  rather  higher  than  might 
be  expected  for  mid-October,  but  not  enough  to  suggest  that  large  numbers 
had  been  caught  up  in  the  storm. 
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APPENDIX 

The  following  Appendix  includes  all  records  of  the  major  species  involved  in  the 
influx,  in  a  day  by  day  sequence:  Sabine’s  Gull  (from  October  16th  to  28th),  Little  Gull 
(from  October  16th  to  31st),  Grey  Phalarope  (from  October  16th  to  28th)  and 
Oystercatcher  and  Curlew  (both  for  October  16th  only). 


Sabines’s  Gull 

October  16th: 

AmwellG.P. 

BeddingtonS.F. 

Charing  Cross  (R.  Thames) 
Croham  Hurst  G.C. 
Hammersmith  Br.  (R.  Thames) 
King  George  V  Res. 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

Rainham  (R.  Thames) 

Staines  Res. 

Wraysbury  Res. 


3  (1  juv  midday,  2  adults  later  pm) 

1  (adult)  15.00-17.00,  then  left  to  W 
1  (adult)  at  14.30 

1  (adult)  flew  WNW  at  14.40 

2  (adults)  flew  W  09.00 

1  (adult) 

4  (3  ads  1  juv)  15.30-17.00  (only  3  ads  at  12.00  and 
17.00-18.30) 

3  (adults) 

2  (adults)  (pm) 

3  (ads)  at  16.40  (2  ads  14.00-15.30) 

1  (adult)  at  11.00 

22 


October  17th: 

Barking  (R.  Thames) 
Barn  Elms  Res. 

Island  Barn  Res. 

King  George  V  Res. 
King  George  VI  Res. 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 
Queen  Mary  Res. 
Queen  Mother  Res. 
Rainham  (R.  Thames) 

Rye  Meads  S.F. 

Staines  Res. 


Walthamstow  Res. 

West  Thurrock  (R.  Thames) 
Wm.  Girling  Res. 
Wraysbury  Res. 


October  18th: 
Barking  (R.  Thames) 


5  + (adults) 

3  (adults)  -  flew  W  at  11.55 

4  (adults)  -  all  day 

4  (adults)  dawn  to  10.00,  all  gone  by  12.00 

4  (adults)  at  14.30  (2  ads  12.00,  +  15.30-18.15) 

2  (adults)  -  over  from  Walton  Res.  at  13.50  (1  ad  pm) 

5  (4  ads  1  juv)  -  all  day 

3  (adults) 

3  (2  ads  1  juv)  -  none  after  12.00  (possibly  additional  adult 
on  Kent  side) 

1  (adult)  (07.00  only) 

3  (2  adults,  1  juv)  (at  least)  -  1  (age  ?)  flew  off  SE  at  08. 13; 
2  (1  ad)  09.00-13.00;  1  (ad)  flew  N  at  12.30;  1  ad  left  toSE 
at  10.15;  1  (juv)  flew  N  at  14.34;  1  (ad)  14.00-14.15; 
18.00 

1  (adult)  (pm)  -  left  to  S  at  15.00  (off  K.G.V.  Res.) 

7  (adults)  (prob.  8)  at  least  6  flew  W  at  c.  14.20 

2  (adults)  (pm)  -  probably  from  K.  George  V  Res. 

5  (3  ads  flew  over  07.30;  2  juvs  flew  S  at  17.00)  (none 
stayed) 

52 


13  -  (all  ads)  (07.45)  -  3  flew  E  at  08.15  -  9+  all  day  (of 
which  3+  were  on  Kent  side  (pm))  (but  7  from 
11.00-13.10) 
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Dartford  (R.  Thames) 

1 

(juv)  at  17.00 

King  George  VI  Res. 

1 

(adult)  -  all  day 

Island  Barn  Res. 

4 

(adults) 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

2 

(adults) 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

4 

(3  adults,  1  juv)  (only  2  (1  juv)  late  pm) 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

2 

(adults) 

Walton  Res. 

1 

(adult)  -  possibly  2 

West  Thurrock  (R.  Thames) 

3 

(adults)  -  2  flew  W 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

2 

33 

(adults)  -  all  day 

October  19th: 

Barking  (R.  Thames) 

5 

(adults)  -  (2  from  09.45  to  10.25,  5  late  pm) 

Island  Barn  Res. 

3 

(adults)  -  all  day 

King  George  VI  Res. 

1 

(adult)  -  all  day 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

•  3 

(2  adults,  1  juv)  -  all  day 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

2 

14 

(adults) 

October  20th: 

Island  Barn  Res. 

3 

(adults) 

King  George  VI  Res. 

1 

(adult) 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

'  3 

(2  adults,  1  juv) 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

3 

10 

(2  adults,  1  juv) 

October  21st: 

Barking  (R.  Thames) 

2 

(adults) 

Colnbrook  (nr.  Q.  Mother) 

1 

(adult) 

Island  Barn  Res. 

2+ (adults) 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

5 

(4  ads  1  juv) -on  floods  to  south  of  reservoir -4  adults 

10 

day 

October  22nd: 

Colnbrook  (nr  Q.  Mother) 

3 

(adults) 

Cranford  Park.  Hayes 

1 

(juv) 

Island  Barn  Res. 

2+ (adults) 

Long  Ditton  Filter  Beds 

1 

(adult) 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

1 

(adult) 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

4 

12 

(3  adults,  1  juv) 

October  23rd: 

Colnbrook  (nr  Q.  Mother) 

3 

(adults) 

Cranford  Park,  Hayes 

1 

(juv) 

Heathrow  Airport 

1 

(adult) 

Island  Barn  Res. 

2+ (adults) 

Long  Ditton  Filter  Beds 

1 

(adult) 

Perry  Oaks  S.F. 

2 

10 

(adults) 

October  24th: 

Colnbrook  (nr  Q.  Mother) 

3 

(adults) 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

1 

(juv)  -  only  roosted  on  reservoir 

Island  Barn  Res. 

2 

(adults) 

Long  Ditton  Filter  Beds 

1 

(adult) 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

1 

(adult) 

8 
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October  25th: 

Colnbrook 

Fields  nr.  Q.  Mother 

2  (adults) 

1  (adult)  -  same  as  above 

October  26th: 

Colnbrook 

1  (adult) 

October  27th: 

Colnbrook 

Fields  nr.  Q.  Mother 

1  (adult) 

1  (adult)  -  same  as  above 

October  28th: 

Colnbrook 

Fields  nr.  Q.  Mother 

1  (adult) 

1  (adult)  -  same  as  above 

Little  Gull 

October  16th: 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

Beddington  S.F. 

Dartford  (R.  Thames) 

Island  Barn  Res. 

King  George  V  Res. 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

13 

10 

12  + 

12 

10 

25  (max.) 

2 

84 

October  17th: 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

Creekmouth 

Island  Barn  Res. 

King  George  V  Res. 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

Rainham  (R.  Thames) 

Staines  Res. 

West  Thurrock  (R.  Thames) 
Walthamstow  Res. 

1 

10 

13 

1 

27 

20 

10+ 

25-1 —  quite  a  movement  upriver  (— »  W) 

3 

50  -  quite  a  movement  upriver  (— »  W) 

3 

163 

October  18th: 

Barking  (R.  Thames) 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

Creekmouth 

Dartford  (R  Thames) 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

Walton  Res. 

West  Thurrock  (R.  Thames) 

30  by  mid-afternoon  (of  which  7+  on  Kent  side) 
1 

10 

15  -  20 

18 

6 

11 

15  + 

106+ 

October  19th: 

Barking 

Creekmouth 

Island  Barn  Res. 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

West  Thurrock  (R.  Thames)  1 

3 

5 

2 

18 

7 

22 

57 
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October  20th: 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

Island  Barn  Res. 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Oueen  Mary  Res. 

1 

4 

17 

3 

25 

October  21st: 

Barking  (R.  Thames) 
Creekmouth 

Swanscombe 

West  Thurrock 

2 

2 

5 

19 

28 

October  22nd: 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

1 

2 

October  23rd: 

King  George  VI  Res. 

Orpington 

Oueen  Mary  Res. 

Walton  Res. 

Wm.  Girling  Res. 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

October  24th: 

Colnbrook  (nr  Q.  Mother) 
Island  Barn  Res. 

Walthamstow  Res. 

West  Thurrock 

1 

2 

1 

3 

October  25th: 

Colnbrook 

Island  Barn  Res. 

1  also  on  26th  and  27th 

2 

October  28th: 

Colnbrook 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

Wraysbury  Res. 

1 

1 

1 

October  29th-31st: 

Colnbrook 

1 

Grey  Phalarope 

October  16th: 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

Dartford  (R.  Thames) 

King  George  V  Res. 

Oueen  Mary  Res. 

Oueen  Mother  Res. 

Staines  Res. 

1 

1  (15.30-16.45) 

1 

2 

2 

2 

9 
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October  17th: 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

King  George  V  Res. 

King  George  VI  Res. 
Queen  Mary  Res. 

Queen  Mother  Res. 
Staines  Moor 

Staines  Res. 

1 

3 

7  (2  at  12.00  then  7  at  14.30) 

1 

1 

1  (only  seen  at  c.  16.00) 

2  flew  N  at  10.00 

16 

October  18th: 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

King  George  V  Res. 

King  George  VI  Res. 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 
Queen  Mary  Res. 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

13 

October  19th: 

Beddington  S.F. 

King  George  V  Res. 

King  George  VI  Res. 
Queen  Mary  Res. 

Queen  Mother  Res. 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

October  20th: 

Beddington  S.F. 

King  George  V  Res. 

King  George  VI  Res. 

12 

1 

3 

4 

8 

October  21st: 

Beddington  S.F. 

King  George  V  Res. 

1 

3 

October  22nd: 
Beddington  S.F. 

King  George  V  Res. 

1 

3 

October  23rd: 

King  George  V  Res. 

3 

October  24th-28th: 

King  George  V  Res. 

1 

Oystercatcher 

October  16th: 

Amwell  G.P. 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

Ham  Lands 

Hersham  G.P. 
HogsmillS.F. 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 
Staines  Res. 

Tyttenhanger  G.P. 
Wraysbury  Res. 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4+ (at  least  4,  possibly  7  birds  in  all) 

1 

*  2 

20+ 
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Curlew 

October  16th: 

AmwellG.P.  1 

Beddington  S.F.  3 

Croham  Hurst  G.C.  5 

Island  Barn  Res.  1 

Queen  Mary  Res.  2 

Queen  Mother  Res.  2 

Staines  Moor  1 

Staines  Res.  1 

Tyttenhanger  G.P.  1 

17 

A.  V.  Moon,  Chalk  Dell  House,  London  Road,  Rickmansworth,  Herts.  WD3 
1JP. 


BOOK  REVIEW 

A  Field  Guide  to  Photographing  Birds  in  Britain  and  Western  Europe.  By 

Mike  Hill  and  Gordon  Langsbury.  Collins,  London,  1987.  256  pages;  100 
colour  plates;  15  black-and-white  plates;  3  maps.  £12.95. 

There  have,  over  the  years,  been  many  books  on  bird  photography  with  a  variable  degree  of 
usefulness,  ranging  from  the  good  to  the  quite  laughable.  This  volume  stands  above  almost  all 
others  for  several  reasons. 

Firstly  the  book  is  lavishly  illustrated  with  a  series  of  quite  excellent  photographs,  which  are 
accompanied  by  precise  details  of  the  equipment  used  to  take  the  picture,  i.e.  type  of  camera  and 
lens,  film  and  film  speed,  whether  flash  was  used  and  whether  the  subject  was  stalked  or 
photographed  from  a  hide.  This  information  is  quite  invaluable  to  the  budding  photographer,  who 
will  get  a  much  clearer  idea  of  some  of  the  problems  involved  just  by  looking  at  these  photographs. 

Secondly,  half  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  a  gazetteer  of  locations  which  generally  have  a  rich 
birdlife.  The  information  that  accompanies  each  site  is  rather  variable,  but  always  contains 
information  on  the  type  of  habitat,  access  and  the  type  of  birds  to  be  seen.  Clearly  those  sites 
actually  visited  by  the  authors  are  the  best  documented  ones,  with  details  of  any  particular  snags  or 
where  to  site  hides.  The  inclusion  of  this  gazetteer  in  a  photographic  guide  is,  to  my  knowledge, 
quite  unique,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  considerably  enhances  the  book's  appeal  as  well  as 
providing  a  mouthwatering  selection  of  Europe's  premier  sites  to  someone  who  has  never  left  these 
shores. 

The  first  half  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  chapters  on  equipment,  basic  techniques,  nest 
photography,  action  and  flight  photography,  use  of  the  flash  etc.  This  section  is  thoroughly 
comprehensive  and  provides  easily  readable  accounts  of  the  type  of  camera  to  buy,  selection  of 
lenses  and  types  of  film.  To  any  beginner  the  information  provided  is  more  than  adequate  to 
commence  bird  photography. 

One  of  the  most  useful  chapters,  to  those  considering  entering  the  commercial  marketplace,  is 
the  one  explaining  the  best  way  to  present  your  photographs  for  publication,  lecturing,  exhibitions 
or  competitions.  The  undoubted  expertise  of  the  two  authors,  both  professional  photographers, 
has  enabled  them  to  pass  their  experience  on  to  others. 

The  section  on  hides  was  the  source  of  some  amusement,  although  no  doubt  based  on  sound 
experience.  This  applied  particularly  to  the  hide  designed  around  an  inflatable  tyre  combined  with 
a  canvas  hood,  which  was  supposed  to  be  used  on  water,  although  it  did  not  explain  if  the 
photographer  should  consider  going  out  of  his  depth! 

My  one  regret  was  the  lack  of  any  great  detail  concerning  black-and-white  photography,  a 
medium  that  all  photographers  should  start  with  before  moving  on  to  colour.  This  bias  is  also 
reflected  in  the  photographs,  virtually  all  of  which  are  in  colour. 

Overall  the  book  is  well  written  and  nicely  presented  and  an  essential  item  for  anyone  interested 
in  bird  photography,  or  who  is  considering  taking  it  up.  It  is  of  a  compact  field  guide  size  with  a  good 
stout  cover  and  would  stand  up  to  hard  wear  if  it  was  taken  on  field  trips. 

Andrew  Moon 


(2  flew  S,  1  flew  SE) 
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Wintering  Birds  in  the  London  Area 
Part  Three:  Woodland  Birds 
M.  K.  Dennis 

INTRODUCTION 

This  is  the  third  paper  in  the  series  dealing  with  the  wintering  status  of  certain 
species  within  the  London  Area  and  focuses  on  a  selection  of  typically 
woodland  species.  The  main  fieldwork  was  undertaken  in  conjunction  with 
the  national  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  (BTO)  Winter  Atlas  project  which 
ran  from  1981/82  to  1983/84.  Observers  were  asked  to  cover  as  many 
different  sites  within  each  10  km  square  in  order  to  achieve  a  wide  variety  of 
habitat  types.  Record  sheets  were  received  for  155  sites  and  featured  a  good 
spectrum  of  habitats  -  as  shown  in  Table  1.  Although  there  was  a  bias 
towards  more  open,  wetland  types,  at  least  30%  contained  some  woodland. 
The  first  two  papers  in  this  series  have  dealt  with  the  owls  (Dennis  1986)  and 
raptors,  Jay  and  Magpie  (Dennis  1987).  With  the  completion  of  the  LNHS 
woodland  breeding  bird  survey  in  1987  (see  below)  this  paper  will  cover  the 
woodpeckers,  Goldcrest,  Long-tailed,  Marsh  and  Willow  Tits,  Nuthatch  and 
Treecreeper. 


Table  1.  Main  habitat  type  in  the  155  sites  in  the  winter  survey.  Figures  as  a  percentage 
of  total. 


Wetland 

39 

Other 

19 

Woodland 

18 

Parkland 

10 

Urban/suburban 

8 

Farmland/rural 

6 

‘Wetland’  included:  gravel  pits,  reservoirs,  wet  pasture  and  marsh. 

‘Other’  included:  Sites  with  a  wide  habitat  mix,  wasteland  and  sites  where  exact  habitat  type  was  unknown. 


WOODLAND  BREEDING  BIRD  SURVEY 

This  LNHS  survey  ran  from  1985  to  1987  and  gathered  information  on  the 
breeding  community  of  363  woodlands  throughout  the  London  Area 
(Palmer  1988).  Three  species  -  Tree  Pipit,  Redstart  and  Wood  Warbler  - 
were  counted  in  detail  and  are  outside  the  scope  of  this  present  paper.  The 
remaining  woodland  species  were  registered  on  a  presence  or  absence  basis 
for  most  woodland  sites  over  10  hectares  in  extent.  However,  the  Winter 
Sites  project  received  data  on  typical  woodland  species  from  many  marginal 
woodland  sites  (often  only  two  or  three  hectares),  and  from  other  non¬ 
woodland  sites.  With  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  being  recorded  in  at  least 
47%  of  the  155  winter  sites,  for  example,  the  population  of  some  woodland 
species  is  not  confined  to  large  areas  of  woodland  throughout  the  year. 

WOODPECKERS 

At  least  one  of  the  woodpecker  species  was  found  in  over  50%  of  the  sites, 
confirming  the  increase  noted  in  London  Bird  Reports  since  1980.  Green  and 
Great  Spotted  Woodpeckers  were  found  in  a  quarter  of  the  sites,  but  only  19 
sites  held  all  three  species.  All  three  have  shown  a  marked  increase  in  many 
parts  of  the  London  Area  in  recent  years  -  as  shown  in  Table  2  -  this  being 
most  noticeable  in  the  two  larger  species.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what 
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effect  the  storm  in  October  1987  has  on  the  breeding  population  of  our 
woodpeckers. 

Although  enough  data  were  received  to  produce  maps  for  all  three  species, 
these  would  have  had  rather  limited  use,  showing  where  the  observers  were, 
rather  than  a  true  picture  of  the  distribution  of  the  woodpeckers.  All  three 
species  were  found  right  across  the  London  Area,  including  some  of  the  less 
well  surveyed  areas  of  the  London  Breeding  Atlas  (Montier  1977). 
Additional  data  were  extracted  from  the  London  Bird  Reports  for  the  last 
two  years. 


Table  2.  Sites  recording  woodpeckers  during  the  last  Five  years. 


Green  Woodpecker 

1983 

90 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

100 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

46 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

90 

100 

120 

100 

114 

150 

200 

120+ 

90 

100+ 

122 

90+ 

Green  Woodpecker 

Until  the  1950s  the  Green  Woodpecker  was  as  common  as  the  Great  Spotted 
Woodpecker  in  the  London  Area  -  even  outnumbering  it  in  some  areas.  It 
had  penetrated  the  inner  suburbs  -  particularly  in  the  west  -  and  had  bred  in 
Inner  London  (Montier  1977).  Its  preferred  habitat  is  more  open  than  the 
Great  Spotted  Woodpecker,  mainly  lighter  woodland  and  parkland,  this 
being  more  so  outside  the  breeding  season  when  much  of  the  food  is  obtained 
from  the  ground.  Ants  form  much  of  the  year  round  diet,  but  in  severe 
weather  other  insects  and  occasionally  plant  food  may  be  taken  (Cramp 
1985).  It  is  this  dependence  on  ants  found  on  the  ground  that  makes  it  very 
susceptible  to  hard  winters  -  more  so  when  there  is  heavy  snow  cover.  The 
winter  of  1962/63  with  its  long  period  of  snow  cover  and  penetrating  frosts 
reduced  the  population  of  the  London  Area  by  nearly  50%.  The  recovery 
was  slow,  some  areas  not  being  recolonised  until  the  early  1970s.  The 
London  Breeding  Atlas  recorded  birds  in  over  350  tetrads,  but  it  was  still 
rather  scarce  in  parts  of  Essex  and  Kent. 

Although  severe  winters  have  tended  to  increase  in  frequency  during  the 
last  decade,  the  numbers  of  Green  Woodpeckers  have  remained  fairly  stable 
or  could  even  have  increased  slightly.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  lack  of 
prolonged  snow  cover  of  these  winters.  This,  coupled  with  an  increased 
alternative  food  source  in  trees  affected  by  Dutch  elm  disease,  has  enabled 
the  Green  Woodpecker  to  regain  much  of  its  lost  ground  and  to  expand  into 
new  areas. 


Table  3.  Percentage  of  sites  recording  woodpeckers  during  the  winter  survey. 

Green  Woodpecker  39%  (61  sites) 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  47%  (73  sites) 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  21%  (33  sites) 

The  Winter  Sites  project  revealed  61  sites  with  wintering  Green  Wood¬ 
peckers,  39%  of  the  total  surveyed  (see  Table  3).  This  fairly  neatly 
complements  the  results  of  the  London  Breeding  Atlas,  although  parts  of 
south  Essex  were  poorly  covered  in  that  project.  The  vast  majority  were  in 
the  primary  habitat  of  woodland,  parkland  or  other  well  timbered  areas.  It 
was  also  recorded  from  wooded  gravel  pits  (often  classified  as  wetland  sites  in 
our  survey),  and  tree-lined  areas  along  river  valleys  -  Berwick  Ponds  for 
example.  Hard  weather  often  forced  birds  out  of  woodland  and  parkland 
sites  into  marginal  areas  that  were  well  grassed,  including  gardens.  However, 
unlike  the  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker,  it  did  not  resort  to  feeding  from  bird 
tables.  Birds  also  occurred  in  such  unlikely  locations  as  Rainham  Marsh, 
where  they  were  sometimes  flushed  from  the  banks  of  the  lagoons  or  the  ok 
saltings. 
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Most  adult  Green  Woodpeckers  remain  within  their  breeding  range 
throughout  the  winter,  and  any  movement  is  likely  to  be  induced  by  hard 
weather.  It  becomes  more  widespread  in  autumn  and  winter,  when  juveniles 
in  particular  tend  to  wander  into  more  open  habitats  (Cramp  1985).  Provided 
that  very  severe  winters  with  prolonged  snow  cover  remain  a  rarity,  the 
Green  Woodpecker  should  continue  to  maintain  or  slowly  increase  its 
numbers  in  the  London  Area. 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Now  the  most  widespread  and  numerous  woodpecker  in  the  London  Area, 
the  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  has  shown  a  sustained  increase  in  numbers 
since  the  early  years  of  this  century.  It  inhabits  a  wider  habitat  mix  than  the 
Green  Woodpecker,  and  spends  less  time  on  the  ground,  thus  making  it  less 
susceptible  to  severe  weather.  Its  food  requirements  are  more  diverse  than 
the  Green  Woodpecker,  for  although  insects  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  diet, 
tree  seeds  are  readily  taken  in  winter  (Cramp  1985),  when  it  will  also  come  to 
bird  tables.  This  latter  habit  has  encouraged  it  to  come  into  well  timbered 
gardens  right  into  the  suburbs  and  given  it  a  better  chance  of  survival  when 
food  is  scarce  during  hard  weather. 

A  total  of  73  sites  recorded  the  species  during  the  Winter  Sites  project, 
nearly  50%  of  the  total  (see  Table  3).  Although  about  60%  were  woodland 
habitats,  it  was  also  found  in  gardens,  parks  (even  truly  urban  parks  with  very 
little  timber),  and  increasingly  on  farmland  and  open  scrubland.  Most 
records  were  of  single  birds,  but  in  some  mature  woodland  areas  up  to  five 
were  present,  particularly  later  in  the  winter,  when  birds  were  establishing 
territories.  This  is  the  most  widespread  woodpecker  in  London  and  was 
recorded  throughout  the  rural  and  suburban  parts  of  the  Area.  It  has  spread 
right  into  the  centre  of  London  during  the  last  three  decades,  and  was 
reported  from  most  of  the  Inner  London  parks.  A  recent  increase  has  been 
apparent  into  less  well  wooded  stretches  bordering  the  River  Thames  in 
Essex  and  Kent  -  both  areas  were  largely  devoid  of  breeding  woodpeckers  of 
any  species  during  the  London  Breeding  Atlas  (Montier  1977).  Occasional 
birds  were  even  recorded  right  down  on  the  Thames-side  marshes  (usually  in 
bushes  and  scrub)  at  Rainham,  West  Thurrock,  Dartford  and  Thamesmead, 
although  such  movements  away  from  established  areas  were  not  usually 
connected  with  hard  weather. 

Although  most  Great  Spotted  Woodpeckers  are  sedentary  during  the 
winter,  some  individuals  do  wander  up  to  10  km  (Lack  1986).  North 
European  populations  make  more  extensive  movements,  but  probably  do 
not  affect  the  numbers  occurring  in  London.  With  over  200  sites  recording 
the  species  during  1986,  the  increase  in  the  population  of  the  London  Area 
shows  little  sign  of  slowing. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

A  rather  shy  and  elusive  bird,  this  is  the  least  widespread  and  numerous  of 
the  woodpeckers  in  London.  However,  in  common  with  the  two  previous 
species,  the  population  has  shown  an  increase  during  the  last  ten  years, 
probably  as  a  result  of  the  effects  of  Dutch  elm  disease  (Osborne  1983).  It 
feeds  almost  entirely  on  insects  and  other  invertebrates,  but  being  more  agile 
than  the  two  larger  species  tends  to  occur  higher  up  in  the  tops  of  trees  or  in 
lighter  woodland  or  scrub  (Cramp  1985).  This  almost  tit-like  behaviour  and 
lack  of  calls  during  the  winter  probably  resulted  in  it  being  overlooked  in 
some  areas  during  our  Winter  Sites  survey. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpeckers  were  found  in  33  localities  during  the  Winter 
sites  project,  about  one  fifth  of  the  total  (see  Table  3).  Most  reports  came 
from  the  well  wooded  parts  of  the  London  Area,  particularly  in  Surrey  and  in 
Herts.,  although  it  was  found  in  some  wooded  suburban  parks.  As  it  is  less 
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dependent  on  extensive  tracts  of  mature  timber  -  unlike  the  previous  species 
-  it  was  found  in  several  farmland  and  scrub  areas,  including  disused  gravel 
pits.  Even  small  lines  of  hedgerow  trees  will  attract  this  woodpecker,  and 
single  lines  of  trees  in  rather  exposed  locations  sometimes  held  single  birds. 
Most  were  alone,  or  at  the  fringe  of  tit  parties,  often  high  up  in  the  tree  tops. 

Numbers  have  been  increasing  in  the  London  Area  for  about  eight  years, 
but  at  a  much  slower  rate  than  the  two  larger  species.  It  is  overlooked  and 
much  of  the  increase  may  be  due  to  greater  observer  awareness  during  the 
recent  Winter  Sites  project  and  the  Woodland  Breeding  bird  survey.  In  1986 
it  was  found  in  at  least  122  localities  -  90  of  which  were  occupied  during  the 
breeding  season,  reflecting  the  resident  nature  of  this  species.  It  rarely  comes 
to  garden  bird  tables  (Lack  1986)  and  only  occasionally  does  it  feed  on  the 
ground.  Although  essentially  sedentary,  birds  do  wander  short  distances 
away  from  known  breeding  areas  -  to  Fairlop  and  West  Thurrock  in  Essex, 
for  example  -  though  not  to  the  extent  of  the  two  larger  woodpeckers. 

The  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  appears  little  affected  by  hard  weather, 
due  in  part  to  its  rather  arboreal  habits  and  wide  range  of  invertebrate  food. 
Birds  are  particularly  faithful  to  breeding  localities  throughout  the  winter, 
and  although  some  local  fluctuations  may  occur  as  a  result  of  Dutch  elm 
disease  and  possibly  the  great  storm  of  October  1987,  this  secretive 
woodpecker  should  continue  to  maintain  its  London  population. 


Goldcrest 

This  tiny  bird,  usually  associated  with  conifer  woods  during  the  breeding 
season,  is  another  species  that  suffers  during  periods  of  prolonged  severe 
weather.  Indeed,  after  the  1962/63  winter,  the  Goldcrest  was  completely 
absent  from  many  parts  of  the  London  Area,  but  within  five  years  much  of 
this  loss  was  made  good.  This  was  due  in  part  to  a  series  of  mild  winters,  but 
also  the  spread  of  conifer  plantations  helped  accelerate  this  process  (Montier 
1977).  It  has  also  spread  to  other  non-coniferous  sites,  a  trend  that  started  in 
the  mid-1970s.  At  Hainault,  for  example,  three  territories  in  1972  increased 
to  six  by  1975  and  dropped  to  two  or  three  in  subsequent  years  (although 
none  were  found  in  1986  after  the  hard  winter).  All  these  territories  were  in 
holly  undergrowth,  in  mature  deciduous  woodland  or  in  birch/gorse  scrub  on 
the  woodland  edge  (Dennis  1987b). 

The  Goldcrest  was  located  in  53%  of  the  winter  sites,  spread  right  across 
the  London  Area.  The  majority  of  records  (57%)  came  as  expected  from 
woodland  and  parkland  sites,  but  they  were  also  found  in  a  variety  of  other 
sites  -  some  just  scrub  or  derelict  land  and  well  timbered  gardens  in  the 
suburbs.  Most  reports  concerned  numbers  less  than  five,  but  occasionally  up 
to  a  dozen  were  seen  in  any  one  flock.  It  appears  to  be  more  widespread 
outside  the  breeding  season,  wandering  to  areas  where  breeding  does  not,  or 
very  seldom,  occurs.  It  will  sometimes  join  wandering  bands  of  tits, 
especially  Coal  Tits.  It  was  recorded  in  75%  of  all  the  woodland  and  parkland 
sites  in  the  winter  survey  (50%  of  the  woods  in  the  Breeding  survey),  showing 
how  widespread  it  is  outside  the  breeding  season. 

Large  numbers  of  Goldcrests  from  northern  Europe  swell  the  resident 
population  from  early  October  onwards,  when  there  is  often  a  pronounced 
passage  through  the  London  Area  (see  Table  4).  Many  of  these  birds  winter 
with  us  and  probably  provide  many  of  the  records  away  from  known  breeding 
areas.  Goldcrests  feed  mainly  on  very  small  invertebrates,  which  they  seek 
out  with  their  very  fine  bills  from  the  more  inaccessible  places  in  twigs  and 
under  pine  needles.  Feeding  mainly  in  the  tops  of  trees  and  bushes  they  are 
little  affected  by  snow  cover,  but  are  very  susceptible  to  heavy  frost,  when  the 
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glazing  conditions  prevent  even  tree-top  feeding  (Lack  1986).  As  their  tiny 
bodies  need  all  the  food  they  can  get,  such  conditions  quickly  increase 
Goldcrest  mortality. 

Table  4.  Numbers  of  Goldcrests  at  Hainault  Forest,  September  to  November  1987. 
(given  in  half  monthly  averages). 

Sept.  1  Sept.  2  Oct.  1  Oct.  2  Nov.  1  Nov.  2 

5  23  33  20  18  7 

1  =  1st  to  16th  of  month.  2  =  17th  to  the  end  of  the  month. 


Although  numbers  of  Goldcrests  within  the  London  Area  do  fluctuate 
from  year  to  year  as  a  result  of  these  severe  winters,  the  underlying  trend  is 
still  upwards.  Given  that  numbers  are  quickly  made  good  after  hard  weather 
combined  with  the  continued  spread  into  new  conifer  areas  and  deciduous 
habitats,  the  future  for  the  Goldcrest  in  London  appears  healthy. 

TITS 

Of  the  six  woodland  species  of  tit,  two  (Blue  and  Great)  were  found  in  over 
75%  of  the  sites.  Coal  and  Long-tailed  Tit  were  recorded  in  at  least  100 
localities  (66%  of  sites)  while  the  remaining  two,  Marsh  and  Willow,  were 
found  in  about  25%  of  the  sites.  While  all  six  species  will  readily  join  together 
to  form  nomadic  parties  during  the  winter,  Marsh  and  Willow  Tits  show  less 
inclination  to  wander,  while  Long-tailed  Tits  normally  form  near-exclusive 
parties. 

Tit  flocks 

Tits  readily  form  flocks  in  winter  and  these  may  wander  through  woodland  or 
along  hedgerows  with  little  or  no  observation  of  territorial  boundaries.  Most 
roving  tit  flocks  consist  of  about  ten  to  15  individuals  of  four  main  species  of 
tit  -  Blue,  Great,  Coal  and  Long-tailed  -  with  much  smaller  numbers  of 
Willow  and  Marsh  Tits,  Nuthatch,  Treecreeper  and  Goldcrest.  Blue  and 
Great  Tits  were  found  in  over  70%  of  all  tit  flocks  surveyed  in  the  autumn  and 
winter  of  1980/81  (Fisher  1982).  At  Hainault  during  the  same  period  most  tit 
flocks  contained  both  Blue  and  Great  Tits,  about  40%  contained  Long-tailed 
Tit,  30%  contained  Coal  Tit,  and  only  15-20%  held  either  Marsh  or  Willow 
Tit.  The  value  of  these  flocks  is  not  entirely  clear,  but  probably  has  greater 
survival  value  for  finding  food  sources  and  defence  against  predators  (Simms 
1971)  than  would  be  the  case  with  a  single  bird. 


Long-tailed  Tit 

Although  the  population  has  remained  fairly  stable  over  the  past  decade,  it  is 
susceptible  to  hard  winters,  and  following  the  extreme  conditions  in  the 
1962/63  winter  disappeared  from  many  parts  of  the  London  Area.  Numbers 
slowly  increased  during  the  next  ten  years,  so  that  when  the  London 
Breeding  Atlas  was  published,  it  had  regained  much  lost  ground,  and  was 
extending  into  Inner  London  from  the  west  (Montier  1977).  However,  east 
of  the  capital  it  remained  decidedly  scarce,  particularly  in  south  Essex  and 
parts  of  Kent.  Indeed,  numbers  at  Hainault  had  not  returned  to  their 
pre-1962  level  until  the  mid-1970s. 

Long-tailed  Tits  were  found  in  66%  of  the  sites,  usually  in  small  parties  or 
mixed  with  other  tits.  Most  were  in  woodland  or  open  sites,  often  in  disused 
gravel  pits  and  other  overgrown  and  marginal  habitats.  Very  few  occurred  in 
suburban  areas  -  except  where  the  gardens  were  large  -  of  in  very  open  areas 
such  as  marshland  or  exposed  reservoir  banks  with  little  vegetation.  When 
weather  conditions  were  severe,  birds  tended  to  move  out  of  deeper 
woodland  into  hedgerows,  and  occasionally  into  smaller  gardens  near  the 
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centre  of  London.  They  were  found  thoroughout  the  London  Area, 
including  those  parts  of  Essex  and  Kent  with  low  numbers  during  the 
Breeding  Atlas,  indicating  a  recent  increase  in  those  areas. 

Most  Long-tailed  Tits  were  in  small  single  species  flocks  of  up  to  20  birds. 
Occasional  larger  flocks  were  observed  and  were  probably  a  result  of  several 
smaller  flocks  joining  together.  These  groups  are  usually  made  up  of  a  loose 
family  unit  from  a  single  nest,  together  with  additional  unmated  adults  (Lack 
1986).  In  woodland  and  hedgerow  habitats  they  hold  discrete  territories 
during  the  winter.  They  will  defend  these  against  other  Long-tailed  Tits  but 
will  often  join  roving  groups  of  tits  when  they  move  through  the  territory. 
Unlike  most  other  tits,  Long-tailed  Tits  are  usually  insectivorous  during  the 
winter  and  as  a  result  flocks  tend  to  occur  higher  up  in  trees  than  Great  Tits, 
for  example. 

Marsh  Tit 

This  and  the  next  species  often  present  identification  problems,  particularly 
in  winter  when  birds  are  less  conspicuous  and  not  very  vocal.  During  the 
Winter  Sites  project  a  few  records  of  indeterminate  birds  were  received,  but 
these  made  up  less  than  5%  of  the  total  for  both  Marsh  and  Willow  Tit.  Only 
12%  of  the  sites  recorded  the  species  during  our  survey,  7%  fewer  than  the 
Willow  Tit.  The  vast  majority  of  these  were  in  woodland  or  parkland  (Fig.  1), 
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Fig.  1.  Marsh  Tit  habitat  types. 


while  most  of  the  remaining  habitats  had  substantial  amounts  of  mature 
woodland  within  them.  Preferred  habitat  is  mature  deciduous  woodland  and 
most  of  the  records  came  from  the  rural  fringes  of  the  London  Area,  with 
very  few  immediately  north  and  south  of  the  River  Thames,  and  none  at  all 
from  Inner  London.  Numbers  at  most  localities  were  small,  but  in  ideal 
habitat  up  to  ten  birds  could  be  present  at  one  time  -  at  Whippendell  Woods 
and  Hainault,  for  example.  Where  one  or  other  of  the  species  or  both 
occurred,  Marsh  Tit  alone  was  found  in  25%  of  the  sites  and  Willow  Tit  alone 
in  well  over  50%  (Fig.  2),  indicating  that  the  Marsh  Tit  is  the  less  widespread 
of  the  two  in  winter. 


Willow  Tit 
only 


Marsh  and  Willow  Tit 


Marsh  Tit  only 


Fig.  2.  Relationship  between  Marsh  and  Willow  Tits  by  site  during  winter  survey. 
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Willow  Tit 

During  the  winter  sites  survey,  Willow  Tits  were  found  in  30  localities. 
Nearly  two  thirds  of  these  were  non-woodland  sites  (see  Fig.  3),  which  often 
contained  at  least  woodland  scrub.  The  majority  of  these  sites  were  north  of 
the  River  Thames,  with  very  few  in  Kent  or  close  to  the  Thames.  In  the  north 
of  the  London  Area,  it  is  more  widespread,  particularly  in  Herts,  and  Essex, 
but  is  nowhere  common,  most  records  being  of  one  or  two  birds.  There  is 
evidence  of  a  decline  in  numbers  since  the  London  Breeding  Atlas, 
particularly  south  of  the  Thames.  Habitat  differences  may  be  a  contributory 
factor  here  (see  below). 


Woodland/Parkland 


Fig.  3.  Willow  Tit  habitat  types. 

During  the  LNHS  Woodland  breeding  birds  survey,  Marsh  Tits  were 
foujid  in  24%  of  woods,  compared  with  only  17%  for  Willow  Tit  (Palmer 
1988).  Although  for  the  whole  Winter  Sites  survey  this  was  reversed,  for  just 
woodland  sites  alone,  37%  recorded  Marsh  Tit  and  25%  recorded  Willow 
Tit.  This  would  indicate  that  Marsh  Tits  are  more  closely  tied  to  woodland 
areas  -  especially  mature  old  woodland  -  than  is  the  case  for  Willow  Tit.  The 
latter  appears  to  prefer  damp  woodland  or  well  wooded  hedgerows  for 
breeding,  and  the  same  is  true  at  other  times  of  the  year.  Adults  of  both 
species  probably  remain  in  or  near  their  breeding  territory  for  most  of  the 
winter  (Lack  1986).  Marsh  Tits  will  join  roving  tit  parties  when  they  cross 
their  large  territory,  but  Willow  Tits  rarely  do  so,  tending  to  stick  to  their  wet 
overgrown  habitat.  Where  both  species  occurred,  Marsh  Tits  were  found  in 
deeper  woodland  while  Willow  Tits  occupied  woodland  edges  and  scrub 
(often  in  birch  or  willow).  Marsh  Tits  readily  store  food  in  winter,  and  make 
more  use  of  nuts  -  such  as  beech  mast  -  than  Willow  Tits.  Although  both 
species  are  thought  of  as  largely  sedentary  in  winter,  movements  of  over  5  km 
have  been  recorded  for  Willow  Tit  from  eastern  England. 

It  is  possible,  therefore,  that  Willow  Tits  are  more  susceptible  to  hard 
winters,  due  to  their  feeding  habits  and  to  the  more  exposed  nature  of  their 
habitats.  Certainly  in  the  London  Area,  birds  have  been  seen  well  away  frofn 
known  breeding  localities  during  and  after  hard  weather  (at  Rainham  Marsh, 
for  example).  At  Hainault,  breeding  numbers  have  been  much  lower  after 
severe  winters,  while  Marsh  Tit  populations  have  remained  stable  or  have 
shown  a  slight  increase  (Dennis  1987b).  The  ability  to  survive  hard  weather 
may  be  a  limiting  factor  on  the  increase  of  the  Willow  Tit  in  the  London 
Area.  The  Marsh  Tit  may  need  the  continued  good  management  of  its 
mature  woodlands  for  it  to  maintain  its  population. 

Nuthatch 

The  Nuthatch  is  a  fairly  widespread  resident  of  the  London  Area,  inhabiting 
mainly  mature  woodland  and  parkland.  At  the  time  of  the  London  Breeding 
Atlas  it  was  found  in  47%  of  the  London  Area,  although  very  sparsely  in 
south  Essex  and  in  parts  of  Kent  (Montier  1977).  Since  then  the  population 
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has  remained  fairly  stable,  with  even  some  increase  in  some  areas.  The 
Winter  Sites  survey  received  records  from  69  localities  (46%  of  the  total).  Of 
these,  57%  were  from  woodland  or  parkland  sites  but  of  the  remaining 
localities  95%  were  well  wooded.  The  majority  of  reports  concerned  less 
than  four  birds  but  concentrations  up  to  14  birds  were  present  at  Whippen- 
dell  Woods,  and  up  to  six  at  Hainault.  It  was  more  widespread  than  the 
Treecreeper  and  was  present  in  4%  more  woods.  Nuthatch  alone  occurred  in 
16%  of  the  sites  and  both  species  were  found  in  nearly  one  third  of  the  sites, 
nearly  all  mature  woodland  areas. 

Although  very  conspicuous  in  early  spring.  Nuthatches  can  be  very 
secretive  in  winter,  particularly  in  hard  weather  when  most  of  their  time  is 
spent  searching  for  food.  Despite  this  they  were  well  recorded  during  our 
Winter  Sites  survey,  being  found  in  60%  of  woodland  sites  and  in  75%  of 
parkland  sites,  comparing  well  with  the  63%  of  woods  recording  the  species 
during  the  Woodland  breeding  survey  (Palmer  1988).  They  feed  on  a  variety 
of  nuts  and  tree  seeds,  but  will  also  take  invertebrate  food  (Lack  1986).  They 
are  adaptable  birds,  resorting  to  bird  tables  during  hard  weather,  and  joining 
roving  bands  of  tits  and  finches  as  they  cross  their  territories.  However,  for 
the  most  part  they  are  rather  sedentary,  only  occasionally  wandering  from 
well  wooded  areas. 

Treecreeper 

Even  in  the  breeding  season  the  Treecreeper  is  an  inconspicuous  bird,  and 
tends  to  be  rather  under-recorded.  In  the  London  Area  it  was  more  widely 
recorded  than  Nuthatch  during  the  Breeding  Atlas,  but  was  still  absent  from 
parts  of  Essex  and  Kent.  It  is  more  susceptible  than  the  Nuthatch  to  hard 
weather,  and  the  winter  of  1962/63  resulted  in  decreases  in  some  parts  of 
London.  Treecreepers  were  found  in  39%  of  the  sites  during  the  Winter  Sites 
survey,  surprisingly  few  compared  with  Nuthatch.  Woodland  or  parkland 
made  up  58%  of  these  -  very  similar  to  the  Nuthatch  -  although  the 
Treecreeper  tended  to  occur  in  smaller  patches  of  woodland  and  hedgerow. 
It  was  also  well  recorded  from  wooded  gravel  pits  and  farmland  -  particularly 
where  they  bordered  woodland.  Birds  were  also  more  widely  found  in  mixed 
woodland  and  occasionally  in  pure  conifer  woods.  Only  10%  of  the  sites  held 
Treecreeper  alone,  but  these  included  some  marginal  areas  with  few  trees 
and  some  of  the  areas  that  were  poorly  covered  during  the  London  Breeding 
Atlas  -  south  Essex,  for  example.  Most  observations  were  of  single  birds 
although  up  to  six  were  seen  in  some  mature  woodlands. 

Treecreepers  feed  exclusively  on  invertebrates  (Witherby  et  al.  1943),  and 
are  remarkably  solitary  in  winter,  although  they  will  join  roving  tit  parties. 
During  hard  weather  it  may  move  out  of  wooded  areas  into  more  open 
country.  It  will  often  roost  behind  bark,  especially  of  the  introduced 
Wellingtonia  tree.  Although  suffering  from  high  mortality  in  some  winters, 
the  Treecreeper  population  of  the  London  Area  has  shown  little  sign  of  a 
decrease,  indeed  with  more  attention  being  paid  to  woodland  communities  in 
recent  years,  this  overlooked  species  is  being  ‘discovered'  in  many  hitherto 
unrecorded  sites. 
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BOOK  REVIEW 

The  Kingfisher.  By  David  Boag.  Blandford  Press,  London,  1988.  128  pages; 
many  colour  photographs;  two  diagrams.  £7.95. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  the  paperback  reprint  of  a  book  first  published  in  hardback  in  1982;  the 
subject  of  the  book  is  one  of  our  most  beautiful  birds,  the  Common  Kingfisher  A Icedo  atthis  -  or ,  as 
the  BOU  Records  Committee  would  have  us  call  it,  the  River  Kingfisher. 

The  book  opens  with  the  usual  acknowledgements  and  an  unusual  introduction  in  the  form  of  an 
account  of  a  mid-March  day  in  the  life  of  a  Kingfisher,  which  is  out  of  keeping  with  the  style  of  the 
rest  of  the  book.  Seven  chapters  then  cover  description  and  distribution;  territory  and  aggression; 
courtship  and  nest-building;  eggs  and  young;  food  and  feeding  habits;  mortality;  and  myth  and 
legend.  An  appendix  describing  the  author’s  photographic  techniques,  a  short  bibliography  and  a 
full  index  complete  the  book. 

The  book  is  more  than  a  vehicle  for  the  author’s  photographs,  which  are  generally  of  a  high 
standard  and  well-reproduced.  There  is  evidence  of  his  personal  observations  on  almost  every 
page.  However,  the  chapter  on  myth  and  legend  adds  little  to  the  similar  section  in  Rosemary 
Eastman’s  1969  book  of  the  same  title,  which  is  generally  a  more  readable  account  of  the  bird’s  life. 

In  reprinting  the  book,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  bring  it  up  to  date  -  for  example,  by 
changing  the  reference  to  the  Protection  of  Birds  Act  to  the  Wildlife  and  Countryside  Act.  This  is 
perhaps  a  pity,  since  the  same  author’s  contribution  to  the  Shire  Natural  History  series.  The 
Kingfisher  (1986),  is  essentially  an  updated  summary  of  his  earlier  monograph.  Since  that  booklet 
costs  only  £1.25,  readers  would  need  to  be  very  interested  in  the  Kingfisher  to  purchase  the  book 
reviewed  here,  in  preference  to  it. 

Mike  Earp 
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A  Survey  of  the  Breeding  Bird  Species 
in  major  London  Woodlands,  1985-87 

K.  H.  Palmer 


BACKGROUND 

When  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  (BTO)  announced  a  national  Wood 
Warbler  survey  was  to  be  carried  out  during  the  summer  of  1984,  the  LNHS 
Ornithology  Research  Committee  considered  ways  in  which  a  more  detailed 
study  could  be  carried  out  concurrently  in  London.  The  BTO  survey  was, 
however,  based  on  grid  squares  whereas  on  a  more  local  basis  it  was  clear  that 
a  wood-based  survey  would  yield  more  valuable  results.  This  was  more  true 
in  an  urban  area  where  conservation  interests  tend  to  focus  on  individual 
woods.  After  much  discussion  which  included  meetings  with  the  BTO  area 
organisers  in  neighbouring  counties,  it  was  decided  to  start  the  field  work  in 
1985,  following  the  BTO  survey. 

Apart  from  the  Wood  Warbler,  two  further  species,  the  Redstart  and  Tree 
Pipit,  were  included  as  target  species  for  this  survey,  but  since  the  majority  of 
London  woods  were  unlikely  to  have  any  of  these  three  species  breeding,  it 
was  eventually  agreed  to  extend  the  survey  to  all  breeding  species.  All  except 
the  three  target  species  would  be  recorded  only  on  a  presence  or  absence 
basis.  For  reasons  discussed  later,  the  most  common  species,  assumed  to  be 
found  in  every  wood,  were  excluded  from  recording  requirements. 

The  aims  of  the  survey  were  thus  to: 

1.  Determine  the  current  status  of  the  three  target  species  in  major  London 

woodland. 

2.  Establish  the  importance  of  individual  London  woods  to  the  diversity  of 

breeding  species. 

The  fieldwork  took  place  during  the  three  breeding  seasons  of  1985  to  1987 
and  this  paper  reports  on  the  findings. 

METHODS 

Having  decided  on  a  wood-based  survey,  it  was  clearly  important  to  define 
exactly  what  was  meant  by  a  wood.  A  lower  limit  on  size  needed  to  be  set, 
since  to  survey  every  copse  or  thicket  would  be  impossibly  demanding  on 
available  resources.  An  individual  wood  was  therefore  defined  as  a 
continuous  area  of  woodland  surrounded  by  non-woodland  and  having  an 
area  of  at  least  ten  hectares  (24.7  acres).  The  first  task  then  was  to  build  a 
catalogue  of  all  such  ‘woods’  in  the  LNHS  recording  Area  (20  miles  (32.2  km) 
from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral).  This  was  done  by  examining  the  Ordnance 
Survey  (OS)  1:25  000  Pathfinder  maps  to  identify  and  measure  each  wood 
that  met  the  above  criteria.  In  total,  363  woods  were  catalogued.  The 
catalogue  was  entered  into  a  computer  database  (technical  details  of  which 
are  given  in  Appendix  1).  Each  wood  was  given  a  name  and  unique  four-digit 
reference  number  based  on  the  OS  10  km  square  in  which  the  majority  of  the 
wood  was  situated.  Other  data  for  the  wood  were  entered  which  included  the 
area  in  hectares  (measured  by  counting  squares  on  a  grid  overlay);  six-figure 
map  reference  for  centre  of  wood;  county  in  which  majority  of  wood  was 
situated;  borough  or  district  in  which  majority  of  wood  was  situated;  distance 
in  km  of  centre  of  wood  from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  (calculated  by  program 
from  map  references)  with  space  to  include,  later,  details  on  survey  status  of 
the  wood  and  survey  results  such  as  number  of  species  recorded  in  that  wood. 
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The  name  allotted  to  an  area  of  continuous  woodland  was  usually  that  of 
the  largest  named  wood  within  the  area.  Where  other  named  woods  occurred 
within  the  survey  wood  these  were  recorded  separately  in  a  related  database 
known  as  ‘Subwoods’.  Thus  the  survey  wood  known  as  Mad  Bess  Wood  in 
square  TQ08  contained  within  it  the  named  subwoods  Copse  Wood,  North 
Riding  Wood,  Young  Wood  and  Poor’s  Field.  The  names  of  these  four 
subwoods,  together  with  Mad  Bess  Wood  itself,  could  thus  be  passed  on  to 
the  field  worker  to  help  define  the  area  to  be  surveyed.  The  majority  of 
woodland  survey  areas,  however,  consisted  of  a  single  named  wood  with  no 
ambiguity.  Others,  such  as  Epping  Forest,  contained  no  less  than  28  named 
subwoods.  Occasionally  no  name  could  be  found  for  a  wood  which  was  then 
known  anonymously  as  ‘no  name’.  In  all  cases  it  was  the  wood  number  that 
provided  a  unique  reference  to  the  wood.  The  first  two  digits  of  this  four  digit 
reference  number  reflected  the  OS  10  km  square  in  which  the  wood 
occurred.  The  final  two  digits  were  sequential  within  the  square.  Thus  Mad 
Bess  Wood  had  the  reference  number  0804. 

To  provide  uniform  recording  arrangements  a  survey  form  was  designed 
for  use  by  field  workers.  Aside  from  standard  data  regarding  the  location, 
size  and  characteristics  of  the  site,  details  of  the  observer,  dates  of  visits  etc., 
this  form  contained  a  list  of  42  woodland  bird  species  and  columns  to  record 
the  presence  of  any  of  them  on  up  to  five  visits  between  March  15th  and  July 
31st.  This  list  excluded  the  11  species  shown  in  Table  1  which  were 
considered  to  be  almost  certainly  present  in  every  area  of  major  woodland. 
Originally  12  such  species  were  identified  but  it  was  decided  to  retain  one,  the 
Chaffinch,  as  a  control  to  see  whether  these  exclusions  were  justified.  The 
exclusions  were  made  primarily  for  logistical  reasons.  Eleven  more  species 
on  the  survey  form  would  have  made  it  too  difficult  to  fit  on  a  single  sheet. 
More  importantly,  the  inclusion  of  eleven  more  species  occurring  in  virtually 
every  wood  would  require  another  three  to  four  thousand  records  to  store  the 
results,  increasing  by  at  least  50%  the  size  requirements  for  the  most  critical 
data  file.  Space  was  also  included  on  the  form  to  record  any  other  species  not 
named  and  not  excluded. 

Table  1.  Eleven  common  breeding  species  excluded  from  the  survey  and  assumed 


present  in  every  wood. 

Woodpigeon 


Blue  Tit 
Great  Tit 


Wren 
Dunnock 
Robin 
Blackbird 
Song  Thrush 


Carrion  Crow 
Starling 

House  Sparrow 


The  reverse  side  of  the  form  contained  survey  instructions.  Counts  of 
singing  or  territorial  males/pairs  were  required  only  for  the  three  target 
species.  For  other  species  a  tick  would  indicate  presence  in  the  wood  in 
circumstances  suggesting  breeding.  No  proof  of  breeding  was  required.  Birds 
using  part  of  the  wood  as  songposts  were  to  be  included  -  for  example 
Yellowhammers  on  the  edge  of  a  wood.  Since  the  objective  was  to  determine 
which  bird  species  found  the  wood  attractive  for  breeding-related  purposes, 
migrants  which  stayed  for  more  than  a  day  and  sang  vigorously  hoping  to 
attract  a  mate  were  generally  included  but  obvious  passage  birds,  late  winter 
visitors  or  birds  flying  over  were  not  counted.  If,  for  instance,  a  migrant 
Firecrest  lingered  in  a  wood  for  more  than  one  day  behaving  territorially  and 
in  typical  breeding  habitat  but  could  not  be  found  subsequently,  it  seemed 
important  that  this  should  be  taken  into  account  in  any  conservation  issue 
affecting  the  future  of  the  wood.  Such  records  have  thus  been  included  in  the 
survey  results. 
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Fig.  1.  Distribution  of  woods  of  more  than  10  ha.  in  the  LNHS  recording  Area,  showing 
location  and  size  but  not  shape. 


Herts 


Essex 


Kent 


Surrey 


Fig.  2.  LNHS  recording  Area  showing  intersection  with  10  km  grid  squares  and  BTO 
county  based  Areas. 
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The  LNHS  recording  Area  is  intersected  by  44  10  km  squares.  To  enlist 
helpers  for  this  project  each  of  the  BTO  stewards  in  these  44  squares  was 
invited  to  participate  by  organising  coverage  in  their  square.  Without  the 
help  of  the  twenty  stewards  who  undertook  to  do  this  it  is  doubtful  whether  a 
high  enough  level  of  coverage  could  have  been  achieved  to  make  the  results 
worthwhile.  Coverage  in  the  remaining  24  squares  was  arranged  on  a  wood 
by  wood  basis  by  asking  for  volunteers  through  Society  bulletins  and  pleas  for 
help  at  meetings.  At  the  end  of  the  three  years  of  fieldwork  312  of  the  363 
woods  had  been  surveyed  representing  93.7%  of  the  target  area  of 
woodland.  More  than  150  field  workers  contributed  to  the  survey. 

LONDON’S  WOODLAND 

The  distribution  of  areas  of  woodland  of  at  least  ten  hectares  is  shown 
symbolically  on  the  map  in  Fig.  1.  This  map  gives  the  position  of  each  wood 
and  an  idea  of  the  size,  but  not  the  shape.  By  far  the  largest  area  of 
continuous  woodland  in  the  LNHS  recording  Area  is  Epping  Forest  with 
1,235  hectares.  Only  two  other  woodland  areas  exceed  400  hectares,  Esher 
Common  (428  ha.)  and  Princes  Coverts  (409  ha.),  both  in  the  southwest  of 
the  Area.  In  Hertfordshire  the  woods  around  Broxbourne  and  Northaw 
Great  Wood  exceed  300  hectares,  as  does  Thorndon  Park  in  Essex  and  Black 
Park  in  Buckinghamshire.  Only  seven  woods  of  at  least  ten  hectares  occur 
within  10  km  of  St.  Paul’s,  the  nearest  being  Highgate  Wood  which  is  just  4.3 
km  distant.  Two  10  km  squares  (TQ07/TQ26)  contain  no  large  woods 
whereas  the  10  km  square  containing  most  woods  is  TQ56  in  Kent:  this 
square  has  26  woods. 

The  LNHS  recording  Area  intersects  six  ‘counties’  -  London,  Kent, 
Surrey,  Bucks.,  Herts,  and  Essex.  Since  most  research  projects  are  linked  to 
a  BTO  Research  programme,  it  is  convenient  to  consider  these  counties  in 
terms  of  BTO  areas.  These  areas  use  the  10  km  square  as  a  unit  and  the 
breakdown  of  the  LNHS  Area  into  five  BTO  areas  (the  small  intersection 
with  Bucks,  is  absorbed  by  neighbouring  areas  on  this  basis)  is  shown  on  the 
map  of  Fig.  2.  Based  on  this  definition,  Table  2  sets  out  the  distribution  of 
woods  by  ‘BTO  area’  and  shows  the  amount  of  coverage  achieved  in  each 
area.  London  is  by  far  the  largest  area  (160,000  ha.)  and  Kent  (35,200  ha.) 
the  smallest.  While  London  contains  the  largest  number  of  woods  (103), 
Herts,  has  the  largest  wooded  area  (4,071  ha.),  but  relative  to  its  size  Surrey 
is  the  most  densely  wooded  (8.43%)  and  London  the  least  (2.50%).  The  best 
coverage  was  achieved  in  London  (96.9%),  but  all  areas  were  well  covered. 


Table  2.  Distribution  of  woods  and  survey  coverage  by  BTO  area. 


London 

Kent 

Surrey 

Herts. 

Essex 

TOTAL 

No.  of  Tetrads* 

400 

88 

108 

154 

106 

856 

Total  hectares 

160,000 

35,200 

43,200 

61,600 

42,400 

342,400 

No.  of  woods 

103 

51 

71 

97 

41 

363 

Wooded  hectares 

4,003 

2,089 

3,640 

4,071 

2,917 

16,720 

%  woodland 

2.50 

5.93 

8.43 

6.61 

6.88 

4.88 

Woods  Surveyed 

96 

44 

61 

77 

34 

312 

Hectares  surveyed 

3,880 

1,930 

3,429 

3,659 

2,765 

15,663 

%  surveyed  (ha.) 

96.93 

92.39 

94.20 

89.88 

94.79 

93.68 

*  A  Tetrad  is  a  2  x  2  km  square  having  an  area  of  400  ha.  The  recording  area  used  in  this  survey  is  tetrad  based  on  the 
circumference  of  the  Area. 


Overall,  the  363  areas  of  large  woodland  within  20  miles  of  St.  Paul’s 
occupy  16,720  hectares  and  represent  4.88%  of  the  total  Area.  Of  this, 
15,663  hectares  were  surveyed  representing  93.7%  of  the  target  total. 

In  Appendix  2,  Table  3  sets  out  a  list  of  all  catalogued  woods  arranged  in 
reference  number  sequence.  This  table  shows  for  each  wood,  the  name  of  the 
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wood,  its  six-figure  map  reference,  size  in  hectares,  distance  from  St.  Paul’s 
in  km,  geographical  county,  borough/district,  BTO  area  in  which  it  occurs, 
the  survey  status  of  the  wood  and  the  number  of  species  recorded.  This  latter 
does  not  include  the  11  excluded  species.  In  fact,  the  woods  database 
contains  further  information  than  space  will  allow  to  be  shown  in  Table  3.  To 
illustrate  this,  Table  4  sets  out  the  full  record  for  one  wood,  Petts  Wood. 

In  Table  3  the  STATUS  field  allows  a  note  to  be  made  if  a  particular  wood 
was  incompletely  surveyed.  Usually  this  resulted  from  access  problems  or 
single  visits  very  early  or  late  in  the  season.  Twenty  four  such  woods  are 
tagged  in  this  way  and  are  excluded  in  some  of  the  following  analyses. 

The  survey  form  requested  observers  to  note  the  dominant  tree  species  in 
each  wood  and  to  give  further  wood  characteristics  such  as  presence  of  still  or 
running  water,  density  of  undergrowth  and  canopy  etc.  No  comprehensive 
collection  of  significant  ecological  factors  was  undertaken  and  plans  to  do 
this  at  a  later  date  have  probably  now  been  jeopardised  by  the  October  1987 
storms. 

Table  4.  Full  Record  from  WOODS  database  for  Petts  Wood. 


Record  No.  262 

WOOD  NO 

NAME 

SQUARE 

MAP  REF 

DISTANCE 

COUNTY 

BTO  AREA 

BOROUGH 

HECTARES 

OBSERVER 

FORM  RECD 

YEAR 

SPECIES 

STATUS 


4602 

PETTS  WOOD 

TQ46 

450690 

17.7 

L 

L 

BROMLEY 

77 

KEN  PALMER 
DEC  24 
1985 
24 


WOODLAND  BIRD  SPECIES 

Table  5,  in  Appendix  2,  lists  the  72  species  recorded  during  the  survey. 
Allowing  for  the  excluded  common  species  this  means  that  83  different  bird 
species  were  found  using  London’s  major  woodlands  for  breeding-related 
purposes  during  the  1985-87  survey  period.  Perhaps  the  only  disappointing 
omissions  from  the  records  are  Woodlark  and  Long-eared  Owl,  both  of 
which  were  fairly  recent  woodland  breeders  in  the  LNHS  Area.  Table  5  also 
shows  the  number  of  woods  and  percentage  of  woods  in  which  each  species 
occurred;  the  average  size  of  wood  favoured  by  the  species  and  the  average 
distance  from  St.  Paul’s  of  the  woods  in  which  the  species  was  recorded.  For 
security  reasons  the  last  two  statistics  are  omitted  for  species  that  occurred  in 
only  one  wood. 

In  discussing  the  occurrence  of  bird  species  in  London’s  woodland  it  is 
important  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  survey  was  carried  out  on  a  presence  or 
absence  basis.  Thus  there  is  no  basis  for  claiming  that  one  species  is  more 
common  than  another.  The  results  of  the  survey  give  a  measure  only  of  how 
widespread  each  species  is  in  terms  of  the  number  of  woods  in  which  at  least 
one  bird  was  recorded  in  breeding-related  circumstances.  With  this  in  mind 
Table  5  shows  that  the  Chaffinch,  which  was  retained  as  a  control  common 
species,  occurred  in  94.9%  of  surveyed  woods  and  was  the  most  widespread 
of  the  species  recorded.  Moreover  of  the  16  woods  in  which  the  Chaffinch 
was  not  recorded,  nine  were  incompletely  covered.  This  result  seems  to 
justify  the  omission  of  the  eleven  excluded  species.  Further  support  for  this  is 
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provided  by  a  number  of  observers  who  sent  in  full  species  lists  for  their 
woods.  The  only  apparent  absentees  in  ten  such  cases  were  two  Dunnocks 
and  single  Starling/House  Sparrow. 

It  is  also  important  to  remember  that  the  following  discussions  and 
analyses  refer  only  to  bird  distribution  in  major  woodland  habitat  and  are  not 
necessarily  relevant  to  the  LNHS  Area  as  a  whole. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  distribution  of  closely  related  groups  of 
species  (Fig.  3).  Among  the  woodpeckers,  the  Great  Spotted  occurred  in  204 
woods,  the  Green  in  148  and  the  Lesser  Spotted  in  74  woods.  While  such  a 
result  might  have  been  predicted  at  the  outset  it  may  not  have  been  so 
obvious  that  among  the  warblers  the  Blackcap  (266  woods)  would  exceed  the 
Willow  Warbler  (247  woods)  with  the  Chiffchaff  close  behind  at  230  woods. 
The  Garden  Warbler  occurred  in  only  143  woods.  Among  the  crows  (the 
Carrion  Crow  was  excluded)  the  Magpie  (267  woods)  came  just  ahead  of  the 
Jay  (261  woods).  Jackdaws  were  recorded  in  87  woods  well  ahead  of  the 
retreating  Rook  (20),  although  both  of  these  species  also  breed  away  from 
major  woodland.  Most  remaining  woodland  rookeries  are  now  towards  the 
fringe  of  the  LNHS  Area  as  shown  by  the  average  distance  from  St.  Paul’s  of 
27.5  km.  50  100  150  200  250 

No  of  Woods  I  I  I  I  |  | 


WOODPECKERS 

Great  Spotted 
Green 

Lesser  Spotted 


WARBLERS 
Blackcap 
Willow  Warbler 
Chiffchaff 
Garden  Warbler 
Whitethroat 
Lesser  Whitethroat 
Wood  Warbler 


CROWS 

Magpie 

Jay 

Jackdaw 

Rook 


TITS 

Long-Tailed  Tit 
Coal  Tit 
Marsh  Tit 
Willow  Tit 

FINCHES  &  BUNTINGS 
Chaffinch 
Greenfinch 
Bullfinch 
Yellowhammer 
Goldfinch 
Redpoll 
Linnet 
Hawfinch 

RAPTORS 

Kestrel 

Sparrowhawk 

Hobby 

OTHERS 

Nuthatch 
Treecreeper 
Goldcrest  . 


■ 


I  I  I  I  I  I 

A  ’ 

Fig.  3.  Number  of  woods  in  which  related  groups  of  species  were  recorded.  A  total  of  312 
woods  were  surveyed. 
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Apart  from  the  excluded  Blue  and  Great  Tits,  the  most  widespread  tit  was 
the  Long-tailed  Tit  (205  woods)  which  occurred  more  frequently  than  the 
Coal  Tit  (192).  The  survey  also  suggests  that  the  Marsh  Tit  (74)  now  occurs 
more  widely  in  the  LNHS  Area  than  the  Willow  Tit  (52),  a  result  that  is 
discussed  more  fully  later.  Among  finches,  the  Greenfinch  (204  woods)  and 
the  Bullfinch  (203)  proved  to  be  almost  equally  widespread  after  the 
Chaffinch.  Yellowhammers  were  found  in  135  woods.  While  the  Kestrel 
remains  the  most  frequent  woodland  raptor  (105  woods)  there  are  encourag¬ 
ing  signs  of  a  significant  Sparrowhawk  recovery:  it  was  found  in  35  woods. 
Another  raptor  that  seems  to  be  retaining  its  toe-hold  in  London  is  the 
Hobby,  which  was  reported  from  four  sites. 

While  the  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  is  still  the  least  recorded  wood¬ 
pecker  in  London,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  all  the  typical  woodland 
species,  this  bird  occurs  nearer  to  the  centre  of  London  (average  22.4  km) 
than  any  other  species  covered  by  the  survey.  Other  city  tolerant  species  are 
Redpoll  (23.1  km),  Little  Owl  (23.2  km),  Kestrel  (23.2  km),  Nuthatch  (23.7 
km),  Tawny  Owl  (23.8  km)  and  Spotted  Flycatcher  (23.9  km).  Woodland 
species  located  furthest  from  the  centre  are,  in  order:  Nightjar,  Rook, 
Woodcock  and  Tree  Pipit. 

THE  TARGET  SPECIES 
Wood  Warbler 

The  Wood  Warbler’s  main  stronghold  in  the  LNHS  Area  at  the  time  of  the 
1972  Breeding  Atlas  (Montier  1977)  was  in  the  chalk  downland  woods  of 
Surrey,  particularly  around  the  Banstead,  Walton  and  Headley  Heath  areas. 
In  the  five  years  of  fieldwork  for  the  Atlas,  Wood  Warblers  were  located  in 
82  tetrads  (Fig.  4).  Direct  comparison  with  the  present  study  results  can  be 
misleading  since  in  a  large  wood  a  pair  of  Wood  Warblers  returning  to  breed 
in  each  of  five  seasons  may  choose  to  do  so  in  different  tetrads  within  the 


Fig.  4.  Distribution  of  Wood  Warbler  by  tetrad  (2x2  km  square)  as  recorded  in  the 
1968-72  Atlas  survey. 
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wood.  The  map  shown  in  Fig.  5  plots  the  position  of  every  wood  in  which  at 
least  one  pair  of  Wood  Warblers  was  located  during  the  three  years  of  the 
survey  and  Table  6  lists  those  woods  in  which  more  than  one  pair  was  located. 
Only  the  maximum  number  of  pairs  in  each  wood  recorded  in  any  one  year  is 
included  in  Table  6.  On  this  basis  a  total  of  58  pairs  or  singing  males  was 
found.  Essentially,  the  sites  favoured  by  the  Wood  Warbler  have  not 
changed  significantly  since  the  1972  Atlas  but  the  strong  bias  towards  the 
woods  in  the  southwest  of  the  LNHS  Area  is  not  apparent  from  the  present 
results. 


Table  6.  Woods  in  which  more  than  one  singing  male/pair  of  Wood  Warblers  were 
recorded  in  any  one  season. 


Ref.  No. 

4610 

2706 

4514 

2103 

2510 

4602 

0907 

1604 

2015 

3614 

4512 

4901 


Name  of  wood 
Keston  Common 
Wimbledon  Common 
Hosey  Common 
Sherrards  Park  Wood 
Headley  Heath 
Petts  Wood 

Chorleywood  Common 
Esher  Common 
Hook  Wood 
Kings  Wood 
The  High  Chart 
Epping  Forest 


Max.  number  of 
Wood  Warblers 
6 
5 
5 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


•  1  #2-4  ®  5-6 


Fig.  5.  Location  of  woods  in  which  Wood  Warblers  were  recorded  in  1985-87.  Dot  size 
shows  max.  number  of  singing  males  or  territorial  pairs  located  in  any  one 
season. 
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The  Wood  Warbler  still  favours  woods  with  scant  undergrowth  and  many 
of  these  woods  are  found  closer  in  to  the  central  area.  Such  urban  woods  in 
order  of  decreasing  proximity  to  St.  Paul’s  are  Wimbledon  Common  (13.2 
km)  with  five  males/pairs;  Addington  Hills  (16.9  km),  one;  Scadbury  Park 
(17.4  km),  one;  Petts  Wood  (17.7  km),  three;  Epping  Forest  (19.6  km),  two; 
and  Keston/Hayes  Commons  (19.7  km),  six.  Table  7  illustrates  that  the 
Wood  Warbler  is  not  primarily  a  species  of  the  woods  at  the  fringe  of  the 
LNHS  Area  by  comparing  the  percentage  of  surveyed  woods  that  held  at 
least  one  Wood  Warbler  in  concentric  bands  at  five  km  intervals  from  St. 
Paul’s.  This  shows  that  Wood  Warblers  are  to  be  found  most  frequently  in 
woods  lying  in  the  15-20  km  band.  Woods  in  this  band  include  many  of  the 
dry  oakwoods  and  birchwoods  on  the  sandy  formations  in  Kent  and  north 
Surrey  which  Homes  (1957)  showed  to  be  favoured  by  the  Wood  Warbler. 
Indeed,  in  the  county  of  Kent  as  a  whole,  Wood  Warblers  are  probably  now 
found  more  easily  in  the  west,  near  London,  than  further  out  in  more  rural 
areas  (Taylor  et  al.  1981).  During  the  survey  period,  Wood  Warblers  were 
noticeably  scarcer  in  1986  than  in  the  other  two  survey  years.  Only  4.8%  of 
surveyed  woods  held  Wood  Warblers  in  1986  compared  to  13.3%  in  1985,  a 
scarcity  that  was  also  noted  in  the  LBR  for  1986.  For  this  reason  it  is  possible 
that  some  sites  were  missed,  particularly  among  the  63  woods  surveyed 
during  1986.  Overall  the  results  of  the  present  survey  give  no  real  evidence  of 
any  significant  decline  in  breeding  numbers,  which  are  anyway  noted  for 
their  fluctuations.  Moon  (1986)  similarly  found  no  evidence  for  a  change  in 
distribution  over  the  last  50  years. 


Table  7.  Occurrence  of  Wood  Warblers  in  5  km  bands  from  centre  of  London  (St. 


Paul’s).* 

Distance  from  St. 

Paul’s  (km) 

0-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-30 

30+ 

No.  of  surveyed 
woods 

7 

17 

38 

60 

92 

74 

Area  of  surveyed 
woods  ha. 

201 

639 

1,263 

2,633 

5,223 

3,858 

No.  of  woods  with 
Wood  Warblers 

0 

1 

6 

7 

7 

10 

Total  pairs/ 
singing  males 

0 

5 

14 

9 

8 

20 

%  woods  with 

Wood  Warblers 

0 

5.88 

15.79 

11.67 

7.61 

13.51 

Pairs/males  per 

1,000  hectares 

0 

7.8 

11.1 

3.4 

1.5 

5.2 

*  Epping  Forest  (two  Wood  Warbler  records)  is  omitted  from  this  analysis  since  it  overlaps  several  distance  bands. 


Tree  Pipit 

The  position  with  the  Tree  Pipit  is  that  this  species  continues  to  breed  in  good 
numbers  in  London’s  woodland.  Unlike  the  Wood  Warbler,  the  Tree  Pipit  is 
not  so  exclusively  a  bird  of  large  woodland,  being  found  at  least  as  frequently 
in  areas  of  open  heathland.  As  a  woodland  species,  the  results  of  this  survey 
show  that  the  Tree  Pipit  favours  woods  further  from  the  centre  of  London 
than  does  the  Wood  Warbler  (average  27. 1  km),  so  that  if  there  is  a  decline  it 
appears  to  be  retreating  from  the  centre,  unlike  the  former  species.  This  can 
be  seen  from  Fig.  6  which  plots  all  woods  where  at  least  one  Tree  Pipit  was 
found.  The  Tree  Pipit  was  located  in  53  separate  woods  and  a  total  of  116 
singing  males  or  territorial  pairs  was  found.  Woods  with  the  largest  numbers 
of  Tree  Pipits  were  Broxbourne  in  Hertfordshire  with  seven;  the  Essex 
woods  -  Dagnam  Wood,  Epping  Forest  and  Hainault  Forest  -  each  with  six 
and  Northaw  Great  Wood,  Redwell  Wood  and  Ongar  Down  with  five. 
Wimbledon  Common  with  four  pairs/males  was  easily  the  closest  to  the 
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centre  of  London  (13.2  km)  that  the  Tree  Pipit  was  located  in  major 
woodland.  In  Kent  they  were  found  as  close  as  Joydens  Wood  (20.3  km)  and 
in  the  London  borough  of  Enfield  in  Pond  Wood  (19.9  km).  This  distribution 
is  very  similar  to  that  found  in  the  1968-72  Atlas,  when  Tree  Pipits  were 


recorded  in  192  tetrads.  While  no  comparison  can  be  made  in  terms  of 
absolute  numbers,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  if  there  has  been  a  decline 
ihis  would  show  up  as  a  shift  in  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  London  population 
away  from  the  centre.  Table  8  shows  no  evidence  for  any  such  shift. 


Fig.  6.  Location  of  woods  in  which  Tree  Pipits  were  recorded  in  1985-87.  Dot  size  shows 
max.  number  of  singing  males  or  territorial  pairs  located  in  any  one  season. 
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Table  8.  Tree  Pipits  in  10  km  bands  from  St.  Paul’s.  1968-72  Atlas  and  1985-87  wood 
survey. 


1968-72 

1968-72 

1985-87 

1985-87 

No.  of 

percent  of 

No.  of 

percent  of 

km 

tetrads 

total 

woods 

total 

0-10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10-20 

35 

18.2 

13 

11.2 

20-30 

107 

55.8 

78 

67.3 

30+ 

50 

26.0 

25 

21.5 

TOTAL 

192 

100 

116 

100 

Redstart 

It  is  a  different  story  with  the  third  of  the  target  species,  the  Redstart.  This 
species  is  clearly  on  the  verge  of  disappearing  from  London’s  woodlands. 
During  the  present  survey  it  was  found  in  only  three  woods,  all  more  than  175 
ha.  in  size  and  situated  towards  the  edge  of  the  Area  in  Kent,  Essex  and 
Herts.  This  decline  has  already  been  well  documented  (Montier  1977;  Moon 
1986)  although  its  cause  has  never  been  fully  understood. 

Although  not  nominated  as  target  species  for  the  woodland  survey,  it  is 
pertinent  to  mention  here  two  other  species  whose  status  in  the  LNHS  Area 
is  also  critical.  The  Nightingale  was  found  in  only  six  woods  and  the  Nightjar 
in  two.  While  the  Nightjar  seems  to  be  receding  from  the  centre  and  can  be 
expected  to  disappear  shortly  as  a  breeding  species  in  our  Area,  the  situation 
with  regard  to  the  Nightingale  is  not  so  clear.  Its  remaining  woodland  sites 
are  not  confined  to  the  edge  of  the  recording  Area  (average  distance  24.6  km 
from  St.  Paul’s)  nor  has  it  a  particular  preference  for  large  woods  (average 
size  66  ha.).  Moreover,  recent  breeding  season  records  quoted  in  the  LBR 
show  that  it  is  being  found  in  certain  non-woodland  sites  quite  close  in  to  the 
centre,  such  as  Dartford  Heath  where  it  was  a  regular  breeder  in  the  1950s.  In 
1986  there  were  records  of  23  singing  males  ( LBR  1986)  although  these 
numbers  are  down  on  the  1985  level  (35). 

OTHER  SPECIES 

It  is  not  possible  to  discuss  the  distribution  of  each  of  the  other  woodland 
species  recorded  during  the  survey  but  some  distributions  proved  to  be  of 
sufficient  interest  to  warrant  separate  comment. 

Marsh  and  Willow  Tit 

Among  the  more  interesting  is  that  of  the  Marsh  and  Willow  Tits.  In  Fig.  7, 
records  of  both  these  species  have  been  combined  on  the  same  map.  In  fact 
the  map  uses  three  symbols  to  show  separately  woods  in  which  (a)  only  the 
Marsh  Tit  was  found,  (b)  only  the  Willow  Tit  was  found  and  (c)  woods  in 
which  both  were  found.  Table  9  gives  the  number  of  woods  in  each  of  these 
three  categories  not  only  in  total  but  also  split  into  North  and  South  as 
defined  by  the  80  northing  grid  line.  Overall,  74  woods  contained  Marsh  Tits 
and  52  contained  Willow  Tits,  with  a  substantial  overlap  of  22  woods  in  which 
both  species  were  recorded.  These  overlap  woods  were  found  equally  in  the 
north  and  south  but  woods  with  only  one  species  show  a  marked  predomi¬ 
nance  of  Marsh  Tit  (28  woods)  over  Willow  (eight  woods)  in  the  south. 
Certainly  no  such  predominance  was  noted  at  the  time  of  the  breeding  Atlas 
where  differences  between  the  distribution  of  the  two  species  were  slight. 
The  present  results  suggest  a  rapid  Willow  Tit  decline  in  the  south  of  the 
LNHS  Area  during  the  last  few  years.  Certainly  many  of  the  traditional 
woodland  sites  of  Willow  Tit  south  of  the  River  Thames  are  now  deserted.  In 
Petts  Wood,  for  instance,  where  formerly  three  or  four  pairs  bred  regularly, 
it  seems  to  have  disappeared  as  a  breeding  species  since  1984  (LBR). 
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Fig.  7.  Wooas  in  which  Willow  Tits  and  Marsh  Tits  were  found  in  1985-87.  Symbols 
distinguish  woods  with  just  Willow  Tit,  just  Marsh  Tit  and  both  species. 


Fig.  8.  Location  of  woods  in  which  Hawfinches  were  recorded  in  1985-87. 
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Although  apparently  still  well  established  in  parts  of  Herts,  and  Essex,  recent 
data  have  suggested  a  decline  from  some  parts  of  Essex  as  well,  dating  from 
1980  (M.  K.  Dennis pers.  comm.).  Some  evidence  of  a  continuing  decline  in 
numbers  of  breeding  Willow  Tits  is  provided  by  looking  at  the  data  collected 
during  the  present  survey  in  each  of  the  three  survey  years.  In  1985,  18%  of 
surveyed  woods  held  Willow  Tits,  in  1986  17%,  but  in  1987  only  9%. 


Table  9.  Number  of  woods  in  which  Marsh  and  Willow  Tits  were  found  singly  or 
together,  comparing  distribution  in  north  and  south. 


Marsh  Tit  only 
Both  species 
Willow  Tit  only 


Total 

North  of 

South  of 

area 

80  northing 

80  northing 

52 

24 

28 

22 

11 

11 

30 

22 

8 

Hawfinch 

The  stronghold  of  the  Hawfinch  appears  to  be  in  a  belt  of  woods  stretching 
from  Sherrards  Park  Wood  in  the  extreme  north  of  the  LNHS  Area  and 
running  southeast  through  Essex  to  Thorndon  Park  in  the  extreme  east.  This 
belt  is  well  shown  in  the  map  of  Fig.  8.  Elsewhere,  only  isolated  woods  in  west 
Herts.,  Bucks.,  Surrey  and  Kent  (seven  in  total)  were  found  to  support 
breeding  Hawfinches.  These  results  suggest  some  decline  since  the  1968-1972 
Atlas  outside  the  Herts. /Essex  belt. 


Fig.  9.  Location  of  woods  in  which  Tree  Sparrows  were  recorded  in  1985-87. 
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Tree  Sparrow 

Quite  surprisingly  the  Tree  Sparrow,  another  species  that  has  shown  a 
remarkable  decline  in  parts  of  the  LNHS  Area  in  recent  years,  has  retained 
its  main  stronghold  in  more  or  less  the  same  belt  of  woods  as  the  Hawfinch. 
This  is  shown  in  Fig.  9.  Probably  more  than  any  other  species  this  present 
distribution  differs  markedly  from  that  shown  in  the  1968-72  Atlas,  where 
Tree  Sparrows  were  recorded  in  329  tetrads,  though  some  allowance  must  be 
made  for  the  fact  that  it  is  by  no  means  confined  to  large  woodlands.  That  this 
decline  is  still  in  progress  is  supported  by  records  made  in  each  of  the  three 
survey  years.  In  1985  Tree  Sparrows  were  found  in  12.8%  of  surveyed 
woods;  in  1986  9.5%  and  in  1987  only  1.8%.  Observers  in  Prae  Wood, 
Herts.,  remarked  that  while  Tree  Sparrows  laid  as  many  as  52  clutches  in 
1975  in  nest-boxes  in  the  wood  there  was  none  breeding  there  during  the 
present  survey.  The  last  clutches  were  found  there  in  1980. 

Redpoll 

The  species  reviewed  so  far  in  this  section  have  each  shown  a  north/south 
disparity  in  distribution.  By  contrast  the  Redpoll  shows  a  strong  preference 
for  London’s  eastern  woods  over  western  woods.  This  is  apparent  from  the 
distribution  map  given  in  Fig.  10  and  confirmed  by  Table  10,  which  shows  the 
number  of  woods  east  and  west  of  the  30  easting  grid  line  in  which  this  species 
was  recorded.  This  shows  that  of  the  84  woods  in  which  the  Redpoll  was 
recorded,  75%  were  in  the  east  of  the  LNHS  Area.  Besides  this  preference 
for  the  east,  the  Redpoll  is  typically  a  bird  of  suburban  woods.  It  has  the 
second  lowest  average  distance  from  St.  Paul’s  (23.1  km)  of  any  true 
woodland  species  included  in  the  sufvey.  It  was,  for  instance,  found  in  such 
central  woods  as  Nunhead  Cemetery  (6.6  km),  Sydenham  Hill  Wood  (8.8 
km),  Bush  Wood  (10.1  km),  Snaresbrook  (11.4  km)  and  Wanstead  Park 
(11.5  km). 


Fig.  10.  Location  of  woods  in  which  Redpolls  were  recorded  in  1985-87. 
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Table  10.  Number  of  woods  with  Redpolls  and  breakdown  east  and  west  of  30  easting 


grid  line 

Total 

area 

East 

West 

Number  of  woods 

84 

63 

21 

Percent  of  total 

100 

75 

25 

If  the  Redpoll  is  a  city  lover,  other  species  tend  to  keep  outside  a  certain 
radius  from  the  centre.  Typical  of  these  is  the  Turtle  Dove  which  rarely 
ventures  closer  than  17  km,  though  one  was  found  in  Nunhead  Cemetery  (6.6 
km)  in  1987.  Only  two  more  of  the  64  woods  in  which  this  species  occurred 
were  closer  than  17  km.  Similarly,  though  more  distant,  only  one  of  the  19 
woods  in  which  Woodcock  were  found  was  closer  than  23  km  to  St.  Paul’s. 
On  the  other  hand  species  such  as  the  Sparrowhawk,  Kestrel  and  Tawny  Owl 
do  not  share  this  desire  to  keep  their  distance  from  the  urban  centre.  Woods 
in  which  these  species  were  found  are  spread  right  throughout  the  Area. 

THE  SPECIES-RICH  WOODS 

Woods  containing  a  wide  variety  of  habitat  types  generally  scored  best  in  the 
total  number  of  species  recorded.  Thus  a  wood  which  included  a  lake  or 
pond,  stream  or  even  some  buildings  would  attract  more  species  than  woods 
of  similar  tree  species  without  these  added  features.  Table  11  lists  the  woods 
in  which  40  or  more  species  were  recorded.  The  species  count  discussed  in 
this  section  includes  the  eleven  excluded  species.  The  list  is  headed  by 
Hainault  Forest  in  which  62  species  were  found,  the  only  wood  to  top  60 
species.  Of  the  42  species  listed  on  the  recording  form  only  Redstart  and 
Rook  were  not  present  in  this  wood.  A  careful  look  at  Table  11  shows  that  it 
is  not  just  the  more  remote  woods  nor  the  very  large  woods  that  hold  most 
species.  Dagnam  Park,  which  shares  fourth  place  with  48  species,  only  just 
qualified  for  inclusion  in  the  survey  at  10  hectares.  Close  to  the  centre, 
Sydenham  Hill  wood  (8.8  km)  held  40  species,  Wanstead  Park  (11.5  km)  held 
41  species  and  Wimbledon  Common  (13.2  km)  held  45  species. 


Table  11.  Woods  with  a  species  count  of  40  or  more  (including  eleven  most  common 
species  not  specifically  surveyed). 


No.  of 

BTO 

km  from 

Size 

Ref.  No. 

Name 

Species 

‘County’ 

St.  Paul's 

hectares 

4905 

Hainault  Forest 

62 

L 

20.2 

142 

5907 

Weald  Park 

57 

E 

28.7 

58 

1604 

Esher  Common 

52 

S 

27.0 

428 

1006 

Prae  Wood 

48 

H 

32.8 

106 

5912 

Dagnam  Park 

48 

L 

25.4 

10 

3009 

Broxbourne  Wood 

47 

H 

27.0 

360 

5909 

The  Oaks 

47 

E 

27.1 

30 

1502 

Ashtead  Common 

46 

S 

26.4 

258 

4012 

Copped  Hall  North 

46 

E 

24.2 

66 

4605 

Brook  Wood 

46 

L 

17.1 

18 

4901 

Epping  Forest 

46 

E 

19.6 

1,235 

1010 

Garden  Wood 

45 

H 

26.8 

13 

2003 

Brickkiln  Wood 

45 

H 

27.8 

39 

2109 

Panshanger  South 

45 

H 

31.6 

50 

2706 

Wimbledon  Common 

45 

L 

13.2 

151 

4002 

Latton  Park 

45 

E 

30.3 

47 

5913 

Duck  Wood 

45 

L 

26.0 

10 

1509 

Great  Bookham  Common 

44 

S 

31.1 

138 

2013 

Northaw  Great  Wood 

44 

H 

23.3 

320 

4014 

Copped  Hall  South 

44 

E 

23.5 

49 

4708 

Joydens  Wood 

44 

K 

20.3 

157 

0812 

Black  Park 

42 

B 

31.2 

313 

BREEDING  BIRD  SPECIES  IN  MAJOR  LONDON  WOODLANDS  157 


1004 

Cut  Field  Wood 

42 

H 

30.7 

20 

1701 

Osterley  Park 

41 

L 

17.6 

15 

2904 

Hadley  Common 

41 

L 

17.2 

54 

3902 

The  Hawk  Wood 

41 

E 

15.9 

40 

4801 

Wanstead  Park 

41 

L 

11.5 

40 

0904 

Whippendell  Wood 

40 

H 

29.6 

138 

1014 

Combe  Wood 

40 

H 

24.0 

32 

2002 

Hatfield  Park 

40 

H 

27.9 

68 

2101 

Brocket  Park 

40 

H 

33.8 

47 

2106 

Panshanger  North 

40 

H 

32.1 

58 

2510 

Headley  Heath 

40 

S 

30.4 

61 

3703 

Sydenham  Hill  Wood 

40 

L 

8.8 

23 

5910 

Thorndon  Park 

40 

E 

30.2 

332 

Overall,  however,  one  might  expect  that  the  more  distant  the  wood  the 
more  species  it  would  contain.  This  was  not  the  case  as  shown  in  the  bar  chart 
of  Fig.  11.  Here  the  average  number  of  species  in  all  surveyed  woods  within 
concentric  5  km  bands  from  the  centre  is  plotted.  The  24  incompletely 
surveyed  woods  are  not  included  in  this  analysis.  Fig.  11  shows  that  the  most 
species-rich  woods  are  to  be  found  between  15  and  20  km  from  St.  Paul’s. 
This  is  the  same  distance  band  that  is  favoured  by  Wood  Warblers  and 
geologically  contains  many  of  the  woods  on  the  sand  and  gravel  formations  in 
the  south  and  the  oakwoods  of  the  London  Clay  in  the  north. 

It  would  be  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  larger  a  wood  the  greater 
diversity  of  species  it  would  support.  While  Fig.  12  shows  this  to  be  broadly 
true,  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  change  of  slope  around  a  wood  size  of  about 
100  hectares.  This  suggests  that,  for  woods  up  to  100  hectares,  size  has  a 
significant  influence  on  the  number  of  different  species  supported  by  a  wood. 
Thereafter  wood  size  becomes  a  less  significant  factor. 

Results  such  as  this  may  prove  useful  in  trying  to  assess  the  effect  of  cutting 
through  a  wood  with  a  proposed  motorway.  They  suggest  that  a  100  ha.  wood 
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Fig.  11.  Average  number  of  species,  including  eleven  most  common,  in  woods  at 
increasing  distances  from  St.  Paul’s  measured  in  5  km  concentric  bands. 
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cut  into  two  50  ha.  woods  could  be  expected  to  lose  more  species  than  would 
a  200  ha.  wood  similarly  bisected  (though  there  may  well  be  more  over  riding 
reasons  to  preserve  the  few  remaining  200  ha.  woods).  The  course  of  the  M25 
motorway,  which,  apart  from  about  7  km  between  exits  10  and  13  near 
Chertsey,  runs  inside  the  LNHS  recording  Area,  bisects  20  of  the  woods 
covered  by  the  present  survey.  Creating  a  120  metre-wide  swathe  in  at  least 
some  of  these  woods,  it  can  be  calculated  that  about  170  hectares  of 
woodland  (the  size  of  a  large  wood)  have  been  lost  to  this  one  motorway.  The 
created  swathe  is  wide  enough  to  isolate  the  two  remaining  wood  halves, 
unlike  a  small  country  road  which  does  not  appear  to  alter  the  continuity  of 
the  woodland. 

If  bisecting  a  wood  results  in  loss  of  species,  it  is  of  interest  to  know  which 
species  these  might  be.  Table  12  lists  ten  typical  woodland  species  occurring 
in  woods  of  the  highest  average  size  as  found  in  the  present  survey.  Thus  the 
average  size  of  the  32  woods  in  which  Wood  Warblers  were  found  is  133 
hectares  and  this  is  one  of  the  species  that  might  suffer  if  one  of  its  breeding 
woods  was  significantly  reduced  in  size  or  cut  into  two. 

Table  12.  Ten  woodland  species  preferring  large  woods. 

Species 

Redstart 
Nightjar 

Grasshopper  Warbler 
Wood  Warbler 
Woodcock 
Tree  Pipit 
Hawfinch 
Sparrowhawk 
Tree  Sparrow 
Redpoll 


Av.  wood  size  (ha.) 

578 

223 

163 

133 

129 

115 

95 

94 

94 

93 
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Fig.  12.  Average  number  of  species,  including  eleven  most  common,  in  woods  of 
increasing  size.  Calculated  using  the  overlapping  size  bands:  10-20  ha.;  20-50 
ha.;  50-100  ha.;  100-250  ha.;  150-300  ha.;  200-400  ha.;  300-500  ha.  Epping 
Forest  is  excluded. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

What  started  as  a  project  to  study  the  present  status  in  London  of  the  Wood 
Warbler,  in  parallel  with  the  BTO  national  project,  developed  into  a  survey 
of  all  breeding  species  in  major  London  woodlands.  In  doing  this  the  initial 
objective  was  not  sacrificed  and  a  full  understanding  of  Wood  Warbler 
distribution  in  the  LNHS  Area  has  been  obtained.  While  most  other  species 
were  studied  on  a  presence  or  absence  basis,  this  has  enabled  a  picture  of 
broad  distributions  to  be  drawn  up  and  to  help  quantify  the  retreat  of  species 
such  as  Tree  Sparrow  the  extent  of  which,  while  increasingly  the  subject  of 
comment  in  recent  years,  had  not  previously  been  revealed  in  detail. 

There  are  at  least  two  major  spin-offs  from  this  work.  The  first  is  a 
reasonably  comprehensive  inventory  of  all  areas  of  major  woodland  in  excess 
of  ten  hectares  and  within  20  miles  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  That  this  is 
continuously  subject  to  change  was  shown  during  the  survey  when  local 
observers  reported  at  least  two  woods,  shown  on  the  latest  OS  Pathfinder 
maps,  to  be  no  longer  existent  and  other  large  woods  to  be  essentially  two 
smaller  woods,  having  suffered  bisection  by  major  motorways.  Some  of  these 
bisected  woods  were  no  longer  connected  and  field  workers  had  to  make  long 
detours  to  visit  both  halves.  Others  insisted  that  these  were  now  two  woods 
and  reported  the  results  separately.  The  total  large  woodland  area  of  16,720 
hectares  will  at  least  provide  a  base  point  for  judging  the  future  loss  (or  gain?) 
of  this  habitat  type. 

Secondly,  the  species  records  for  each  wood  will  hopefully  provide 
relevant  data  on  a  wood-by-wood  basis  whenever  a  conservation  issue,  or 
other  enquiry,  arises.  Although  numerical  data  were  obtained  for  only  three 
species,  the  remaining  data  will  enable  the  fortunes  of  a  species  as  a  whole  to 
be  followed. 

In  total  5,536  bird/wood  records  were  obtained  during  this  survey.  By 
preserving  these  data  on  computer  files  they  will  provide  a  readily  available 
source  of  data  which  can  be  quickly  interrogated  to  answer  a  wide  range  of 
questions  such  as  ‘which  woods  in  the  London  Borough  of  Barnet  support 
breeding  Marsh  Tits?’;  or  ‘in  how  many  woods  do  Kestrels  and  Sparrow- 
hawks  co-exist  as  breeding  species?’  etc.  In  this  respect  the  data  obtained 
from  the  1985-87  survey  will  provide  a  particularly  relevant  base  point  from 
which  to  judge  the  effect  of  the  October  1987  storms  on  diversity  of  woodland 
breeding  species. 

In  a  paper  of  this  nature  it  has  only  been  possible  to  pick  out  and  comment 
on  some  of  the  more  interesting  findings.  The  data  remain  available  for 
further  analysis  and  possible  future  publication.  The  plight  of  the  Cuckoo, 
for  instance,  may  warrant  future  comment.  More  importantly,  some  work 
needs  to  be  done  to  correlate  the  wood  characteristics  that  were  recorded  by 
field  workers  in  the  absence  of  any  more  systematic  approach  to  London’s 
woodland  ecology. 

SUMMARY 

This  paper  presents  the  results  of  a  three  year  survey  of  the  breeding  species 
in  London’s  woodlands.  363  woods  or  areas  of  continuous  woodland  were 
identified  as  candidates  for  the  survey  and  312  of  these  were  visited  by  a  team 
of  more  than  150  field  workers.  Three  target  species,  Wood  Warbler,  Tree 
Pipit  and  Redstart,  were  recorded  numerically  but  others  only  on  a  presence 
or  absence  basis.  Eleven  common  species  assumed  to  be  present  in  each 
wood  were  not  specifically  included. 

Results  show  the  Wood  Warbler  and  Tree  Pipit  to  be  holding  their  own  but 
the  Redstart  appears  to  be  almost  lost  as  a  woodland  breeding  species.  The 
number  of  woods  in  which  closely  related  species  occur  are  compared.  The 
Blackcap  shows  up  as  the  most  widespread  warbler.  Long-tailed  Tits  were 
found  in  more  woods  than  were  Coal  Tits,  while  Greenfinch  and  Bullfinch 
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occurred  equally  frequently.  Willow  Tits  appear  to  have  suffered  a  recent 
decline  in  the  south  of  the  Area  and  Tree  Sparrows  are  showing  a  rapid 
decline  although  still  hanging  on  in  a  NW/SE  belt  of  woods  through  Herts, 
and  Essex,  also  favoured  by  the  few  remaining  Hawfinches.  Redpolls 
predominate  in  the  east. 

The  most  species-rich  woods  are  found  at  a  distance  of  15  to  20  kilometres 
from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Large  woods  support  a  richer  diversity  of  species 
but  the  effect  of  size  is  less  marked  above  about  100  hectares. 
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APPENDIX  1 

Technical  Notes  on  use  of  computer 

All  data  for  this  woodland  bird  survey  were  stored  in  a  database  system  from  the  start  of  the  project . 
The  system  chosen  was  Ashton  Tate’s  dB  ASE  III  running  on  IBM  compatible  PCs.  This  system  has 
a  limited  relational  capability  allowing  data  in  one  database  to  be  linked  through  a  common  field  to 
data  in  another  database,  thus  allowing  interrogation  of  the  combined  data. 

Basically,  three  linked  databases  were  used.  The  first  contained  the  catalogue  of  woods  to  be 
surveyed.  All  records  of  this  catalogue  are  displayed  in  Appendix  2  and  one  full  record  shown  in 
Table  4.  The  linking  field  in  this  ‘woods’  database  is  the  four  digit  wood  reference  number.  A 
second  database  contained  data  on  bird  species.  Each  species  was  also  given  a  four  digit  reference 
number  and  it  was  found  convenient  to  use  the  internationally  recognised  European  Ring  No. 
‘EURINGNO’.  The  Bird  Data  database  also  contained  fields  for  recording  the  number  of  woods  in 
which  each  species  was  recorded,  as  well  as  the  average  size  and  distance  from  St.  Paul’s  of  these 
woods  (see  Table  5  in  Appendix  2).  The  most  critical  database,  used  to  record  the  results  of  the 
survey,  was  one  that  held  data  on  which  species  occurred  in  which  wood.  Each  record  in  this 
database  contained  just  two  fields-  the  wood,  as  its  four  digit  code,  and  the  species,  as  its  four  digit 
Euring  No.  Since  it  was  this  database  that  received  all  the  input  data  from  the  recording  forms  it  was 
important  to  name  the  contents  of  the  two  fields  with  as  few  characters  as  possible.  A  typical  record 
-  e.g.  a  Chiffchaff  in  Mad  Bess  Wood  would  thus  be  stored  as: 

Field  Content 

WOOD—NO  0804 

EURINGNO  1311 

With  the  ability  in  dBASE  III  to  carry  down  the  last  record  into  the  current  record,  this  meant 
that  entering  data  for  a  single  surveyed  wood  involved  the  entry  of  a  single  four  digit  code  per 
species  and  two  ‘enters'.  This  whole  operation,  including  a  translated  print-out  to  check  the  input, 
would  typically  take  about  three  minutes  per  wood.  This  concise  Bird/Wood  database  contained 
over  5 ,500  records  and  was  linked  via  WOOD — NO  to  the  woods  database  and  via  EURINGNO  to 
the  bird  data  database .  This  allowed  reporting  and  interrogation  without  knowledge  of  either  of  the 
two  codes. 

With  the  data  in  place,  programs  written  in  the  dBASE  III  language  allowed  sophisticated 
analysis  and  enquiry  with  minimum  input.  One  such  program  would  calculate  the  statistical  data  for 
each  species  -  number  of  woods  in  which  it  occurred,  average  size  and  distance  of  these  woods  and 
store  this  data  back  in  fields  of  the  Bird  Data  database.  Another  program  would  calculate  on 
request  distances  of  a  wood  from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  based  on  map  references  already  contained  in 
the  data.  Other  analyses  such  as  the  determination  of  species  density  in  five  kilometre  distance 
bands  from  the  centre  could  be  obtained  by  direct  enquiry  without  the  need  for  written  programs. 
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APPENDIX  2 

This  appendix  contains  the  catalogue  of  woods  (Table  3)  representing  the  363  areas  of  continuous 
woodland  of  ten  or  more  hectares  in  the  LNHS  recording  Area  and  the  list  of  bird  species  (Table  5) 
found  to  be  using  these  woods  for  breeding  related  purposes.  The  notes  below  are  intended  to  make 
more  clear  the  contents  of  these  two  tables. 


Table  3 

NO. 

NAME 

MAP  REF. 
COUNTY 


This  is  the  four  digit  reference  number  allocated  to  each  wood  to 
provide  a  unique  reference  to  the  wood.  The  first  two  digits  reflect  the 
10  km  square  in  which  the  wood  is  located.  The  last  two  are  sequential. 

Name  of  wood  or  major  wood  where  a  group  of  woods  make  up  a  single 
continuous  woodland  area. 

Six-figure  grid  reference  to  centre  of  wood. 

County  in  which  majority  of  wood  resides. 

L  London 

K  Kent 

S  Surrey 

B  Buckinghamshire 

H  Hertfordshire 

E  Essex 


BTO  AREA  BTO  Area  or  Region  in  which  majority  of  wood  resides.  Symbols  as 

above.  BTO  Areas  use  the  10  km  square  as  a  unit. 

BOROUGH/DISTRICT  Name  of  borough  (London)  or  district  (counties)  in  which  majority  of 

wood  resides. 


SIZE  (ha) 

KM  FROM 
ST.  PAUL  S 

NO.  OF  SPECIES 
STATUS 


Size  of  named  woodland  area  in  hectares. 

Distance  of  centre  of  wood  from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Calculated  from 
Map  Reference. 

Number  of  species  recorded  in  the  wood  excluding  the  eleven  most 
common  species  (see  Table  1). 

blank  —  Wood  was  surveyed  at  least  once. 

I  —  Wood  incompletely  surveyed. 

N  —  Wood  not  surveyed. 


Table  5 

SPECIES 

NO.  OF  WOODS 

PER  CENT  OF 
WOODS 

AV.  SIZE  (ha) 

AV.  KM  FROM 
ST.  PAUL’S 


Names  of  species  listed  in  systematic  order  (LBR). 

Number  of  woods  in  which  at  least  one  of  species  was  recorded. 

Percentage  of  woods  that  were  surveyed  at  all  in  which  at  least  one  of 
species  was  recorded. 

Average  size  of  all  woods  in  which  at  least  one  of  species  was  recorded. 

Average  distance  of  centre  of  wood  from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  in 
kilometres  of  all  woods  in  which  at  least  one  of  species  was  recorded. 
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Table  5.  Species  recorded  (excluding  11  most  common)  showing  no.  of  woods  in  w  hich 
each  species  w,as  recorded  (and  percent). 


No.  of 

Percent 

Av.  size 

Av.  km  from 

Species 

woods 

of  woods 

(ha) 

St.  Paul's 

Little  Grebe 

2 

0.64 

224 

28.9 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

2 

0.64 

100 

24.4 

Grey  Heron 

5 

1.60 

21 

27.3 

Canada  Goose 

5 

1.60 

195 

23.6 

Mandarin 

6 

1.92 

103 

28.0 

Mallard 

16 

5.13 

90 

24.0 

Tufted  Duck 

3 

0.96 

32 

24.4 

Sparrowhawk 

35 

11.22 

94 

25.3 

Kestrel 

105 

33.65 

63 

23.2 

Hobby 

4 

1.28 

58 

25.6 

Red-legged  Partridge 

2 

0.64 

234 

29.0 

Grey  Partridge 

1 

0.32 

Pheasant 

132 

42.31 

72 

26.9 

Moorhen 

21 

6.73 

92 

27.8 

Coot 

6 

1.92 

113 

24.8 

Woodcock 

19 

6.09 

129 

27.3 

Stock  Dove 

125 

40.06 

66 

24.3 

Collared  Dove 

21 

6.73 

102 

24.1 

Turtle  Dove 

64 

20.51 

70 

26.7 

Ring-necked  Parakeet 

3 

0.96 

20 

18.4 

Cuckoo 

120 

38.46 

74 

25.2 

Little  Owl 

6 

1.92 

33 

23.2 

Tawny  Owl 

76 

24.36 

72 

23.8 

Nightjar 

2 

0.64 

223 

27.9 

Swift 

1 

0.32 

Kingfisher 

3 

0.96 

14 

22  7 

Green  Woodpecker 

148 

47.44 

72 

23.9 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

204 

65.38 

59 

24.1 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

74 

23.72 

82 

22.4 

Skylark 

6 

1.92 

84 

24.1 

Swallow 

6 

1.92 

248 

21.3 

House  Martin 

2 

0.64 

28 

21.6 

Tree  Pipit 

52 

16.67 

115 

27.1 

Grey  Wagtail 

4 

1.28 

76 

25.8 

Pied  Wagtail 

4 

1.28 

138 

26.9 

Nightingale 

6 

1.92 

66 

24.6 

Redstart 

3 

0.96 

578 

25.0 

Mistle  Thrush 

218 

69.87 

56 

24.0 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

6 

1.92 

163 

25.8 

Sedge  Warbler 

2 

0.64 

225 

27.1 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

48 

15.38 

77 

22.3 

Whitethroat 

75 

24.04 

69 

24.7 

Garden  Warbler 

143 

45.83 

71 

25.2 

Blackcap 

266 

85.26 

54 

24.6 

Wood  Warbler 

32 

10.26 

133 

25.2 

Chiffchaff 

230 

73.72 

58 

24.8 

Willow  Warbler 

247 

79.17 

56 

25.2 

Goldcrest 

156 

50.00 

69 

24.3 

Firecrest 

2 

0.64 

93 

24.4 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

115 

36.86 

57 

23.9 

Long-tailed  Tit 

205 

65.71 

60 

24.1 

Marsh  Tit 

74 

23.72 

82 

26.9 

Willow  Tit 

52 

16.67 

83 

26.3 

Coal  Tit 

192 

61.54 

65 

24.1 

Nuthatch 

198 

63.46 

61 

23.7 

Treecreeper 

191 

61.22 

61 

24.1 

Golden  Oriole 

1 

0.32 

Jay 

261 

83.65 

55 

24.6 

Magpie 

267 

85.58 

54 

24.6 

Jackdaw 

87 

27.88 

81 

26.6 
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Rook 

20 

6.41 

65 

27.5 

Tree  Sparrow 

32 

10.26 

94 

24.6 

Chaffinch 

296 

94.87 

51 

24.9 

Greenfinch 

204 

65.38 

55 

24.1 

Goldfinch 

89 

28.53 

66 

23.1 

Linnet 

77 

24.68 

68 

23.6 

Redpoll 

84 

26.92 

93 

23.1 

Crossbill 

1 

0.32 

Bullfinch 

203 

65.06 

61 

24.5 

Hawfinch 

23 

7.37 

95 

26.3 

Yellowhammer 

135 

43.27 

63 

26.4 

Reed  Bunting 

10 

3.21 

231 

24.4 

K.  H.  Palmer,  55  Clarendon  Way,  Chislehurst,  Kent  BR7  6RG. 
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BOOK  REVIEW 

Naturalized  birds  of  the  world.  By  Sir  Christopher  Lever.  Illustrated  by 
Robert  Gillmor.  Longman  Scientific  and  Technical,  Harlow,  1987.  615 
pages;  many  line  drawings  and  maps.  £65.00. 

Everything  about  this  book  is  impressive  -  the  size,  the  length  of  the  book  (615  pages)  and  above  all 
the  price  at  £65.  It  clearly  follows  on  from  one  of  the  author’s  previous  works  -  The  naturalized 
animals  of  the  British  Isles  -  which  covered  birds,  as  well  as  other  species.  This  current  work 
however  is  an  absolute  mine  of  information  and  is  obviously  the  result  of  considerable  research. 

The  layout  of  the  book  revolves  around  each  particular  species  ( 134  in  all)  which  arc  discussed  in 
systematic  order  starting  with,  not  surprisingly,  the  Ostrich.  This  was  originally  introduced  into 
Australia  in  the  nineteenth  century  primarily  so  that  they  could  be  farmed  for  their  plumes  (or 
aigrettes),  however  after  the  First  World  War  the  plume  trade  collapsed  making  it  unprofitable  to 
keep  the  birds.  Consequently  remaining  captive  birds  were  either  released,  or  escaped,  to  establish 
the  nucleus  of  a  feral  breeding  population  which  still  exists  to  this  day. 

Each  species  is  allocated  at  least  two  pages  and  for  the  most  widespread  introductions  this 
extends  to  24  pages  (House  Sparrow)  and  26  pages  (Common  Pheasant).  The  species  which  has, 
with  the  assistance  of  man,  spread  most  extensively  throughout  the  world  is  the  House  Sparrow, 
which  now  inhabits  most  of  the  New  World  (North  and  South  America),  South  Africa  and  the 
eastern  half  of  Australia,  as  well  as  countless  islands  in  the  Pacific  and  Indian  Oceans.  Interestingly, 
whilst  this  species  was  introduced  by  man  into  the  main  continents,  most  of  the  island  colonizations 
appear  to  have  arisen  as  a  result  of  birds  arriving  on  ships,  which  subsequently  stayed  to  breed.  It  is 
also  interesting  to  note  that  it  has  failed  to  colonize  South  East  Asia,  where  the  Tree  Sparrow'  fills 
the  ecological  niche  of  the  House  Sparrow. 

When  it  comes  to  league  tables  of  countries  with  the  most  introduced  birds,  or  colonists.  Great 
Britain  comes  well  dow  n  the  list  w  ith  only  19  species.  Way  out  in  front  are  the  Hawaiian  Islands  w  ith 
54  species,  followed  by  New  Zealand  with  36  species  and  the  United  States  with  31  species. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  effects  of  introductions  on  the  native  bird  populations  have  ranged 
from  virtually  none  to  the  almost  disastrous.  One  species  that  clearly  falls  into  the  latter  category  is 
the  introduction  of  the  Barn  Owl  into  the  Seychelles,  where  they  almost  decimated  the  local 
population  of  Fairy  (or  White)  Terns  as  well  as  reducing,  or  helping  to  exterminate,  other  species 
which  were  exclusively  confined  (endemic)  to  the  islands.  Conversely,  the  Little  Owl.  which  falls 
within  the  first  category,  was  successfully  introduced  into  Great  Britain  late  in  the  nineteenth 
century  (and  New  Zealand  in  1906)  and  rapidly  colonized  England  having  little  detrimental  effect 
on  the  resident  birds,  largely  because  it  filled  a  vacant  ecological  niche  (a  small,  mainly  diurnal, 
mainly  insectiverous  bird  of  prey).  However  in  New  Zealand,  where  the  Boobook  Owl  already 
filled  this  niche,  it  was  thought  to  have  flourished  at  the  expense  of  the  native  owl. 

One  of  the  most  fascinating  introductions  is  that  of  the  Cirl  Bunting  into  New'  Zealand,  where  it 
appears  to  have  established  itself  quite  successfully  since  the  first  releases  late  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  Nowadays  it  is  a  widely  distributed,  although  uncommon,  resident. 

The  main  species’  accounts  are  all  accompanied  by  two  maps,  one  showing  the  native  distribution 
and  the  other  showing  the  naturalized  distribution.  This  provides,  at-a-glance.  an  immediate 
impression  of  the  extent  of  colonization  following  the  initial  introduction.  Additionally,  most 
accounts  are  accompanied  by  large  black-and-w  hite  line  drawings,  all  of  w  hich  have  been  done  bv 
the  masterly  Robert  Gillmor.  Needless  to  say,  they  are  all  of  an  extremely  high  standard  and  add 
quite  immeasurably  to  the  overall  layout  of  the  book;  they  are  particularly  useful  for  the  less  well 
known  species. 

Each  account  goes  into  remarkable  detail  about  the  colonization  or  naturalization,  usually  giving 
the  exact  date  and  source  of  introduction,  followed  by  precise  details  of  its  spread  after  the  initial 
importation.  The  accounts  are  discussed  on  a  country-by-country  basis,  having  first  been 
partitioned  under  the  relevant  faunal  zone. 

With  far  too  many  books  these  days,  one  gets  the  impression  that  the  author  has  not  looked  into 
the  subject  in  enough  detail  -  this  is  patently  not  the  case  w'ith  this  tome.  The  amount  of  research 
that  has  clearly  gone  into  its  production  is  immense,  something  that  is  easily  judged  by  the  huge.  52 
page,  bibliography.  In  addition  to  this  each  account  has  a  note  section  referring  to  the  references 
involved  in  that  particular  species.  Furthermore,  any  birds  known  to  have  been  introduced 
unsuccessfully,  or  those  known  to  have  become  established,  but  which  are  not  officially  recognised 
as  such,  are  also  mentioned  under  the  species  most  closely  related  to  them. 

The  Appendix  includes  the  bibliography,  as  well  as  a  list  of  all  the  countries  where  birds  have 
been  introduced  (and  what  birds  have  been  introduced  into  each  country).  Despite  the 
encyclopaedic  amount  of  facts  that  have  been  collated  to  produce  this  book,  it  is  easy  to  read  and  a 
pleasure  to  browse  through.  Although  the  price  is  steep,  it  will  remain  an  invaluable  reference  to 
anyone  interested  in  introduced  birds. 

Andrew  Moon 
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The  Status  of  the 
Cormorant  in  the 
London  Area 

P.  J.  Strangeman 


INTRODUCTION 

Cormorants  Phalacrocorax  carbo  are  now  common  visitors  to  waters  in  the 
London  Area  especially  in  winter  and  may  be  encountered  anywhere  as  they 
pass  to  and  from  their  feeding  grounds.  It  is,  however,  only  recently  that 
large  numbers  have  occurred,  as  outlined  by  Moon  (1986). 

BACKGROUND 

A  Cormorant’s  left  coracoid  bone  found  at  Grays,  Essex,  was  among  fossil 
birds  from  the  Upper  Pleistocene  period  (around  108,000  years  ago)  which 
were  re-examined  by  Harrison  and  Walker  (1977). 

In  A  History  of  the  Birds  of  Middlesex,  Glegg  (1935)  tells  of  one 
Cormorant  which  was  shot  in  front  of  a  crowd  while  it  rested  on  the  steeple  at 
St.  Magdalene’s  Church,  Ludgate  Hill,  in  July  1793.  In  the  19th  century  the 
species  was  first  recorded  in  1887  and  in  the  following  year  pinioned 
Cormorants  from  the  Fame  Islands,  Northumberland,  were  introduced  into 
St.  James’s  Park,  where  sporadic  breeding  occurred  between  1892  and  the 
outbreak  of  the  First  World  War.  A  further  introduction  took  place  in  1923 
with  at  least  one  pair  breeding  annually  from  1930.  Over  12  were  seen  in  the 
Park  in  1938,  but  disappeared  when  fish  supplies  ceased  at  the  start  of  the 
Second  World  War  (Fitter  1949).  Other  pinioned  Cormorants  were  intro¬ 
duced  in  1949  (Homes  et  al.  1957)  and  1962,  but  only  stayed  for  short  periods. 

Most  records  of  wild  Cormorants  in  the  London  Area  from  the  late  1880s 
to  the  mid-1940s  refer  to  one  or  two  birds  (rarely  more)  in  all  months  of  the 
year  but  usually  in  winter  (Glegg  1929  and  1935,  Homes  et  al.  1957  and  Sage 
1959). 

Gillham  and  Homes  (1950)  stated  that  ‘Cormorants  have  always  been  well 
known  visitors  to  the  mouths  of  the  Thames  and  Medway’ ,  but  it  was  not  until 
1888  that  Prentis  reported  them  as  plentiful  in  the  lower  Medway.  This 
increase  in  north  Kent,  thus,  coincided  with  the  appearance  of  Cormorants  in 
the  London  Area. 

Compared  with  London  Area  records  earlier  this  century,  Homes  et  al. 
(1957)  found  that  a  remarkable  increase  took  place  after  1946,  mostly 
associated  with  the  River  Thames,  particularly  above  Kew  Bridge  and  on  the 
clay  pits  below  Dartford  Creek.  Regular  wintering  occurred  on  the  Thames 
Valley  reservoirs,  especially  those  at  Molesey  and  Staines,  with  a  few 
sometimes  staying  into  the  summer.  London  Bird  Reports  (LBR)  reveal  that 
wintering  numbers  at  the  reservoirs  and  peak  counts  were  maintained  until 
the  early  1970s,  since  when  Cormorant  numbers  have  escalated.  In  view  of 
this  increase  a  London  Natural  History  Society  (LNHS)  Cormorant  survey 
was  made  from  November  1979  to  October  1980  to  assess  their  total 
numbers. 

The  Cormorant  has  been  afforded  full  legal  protection  in  Britain  and 
Northern  Ireland  under  the  Wildlife  and  Countryside  Act  1981  and  the 
Northern  Ireland  Wildlife  Order  1984.  As  licenses  are  being  applied  for  to 
shoot  Cormorants  which  cause  serious  damage  to  fish  stocks,  a  national 
survey  to  ascertain  their  winter  numbers  was  instigated  by  the  British  Trust 
for  Ornithology  (BTO)  and  the  Scottish  Ornithologists’  Club.  A  pilot  survey 
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was  made  in  1984/85,  involving  counts  in  the  London  Area,  followed  by  a 
national  survey  in  1985/86. 

Furthermore,  in  1987  the  first  wild  pair  bred  in  the  Area. 

This  paper  includes  the  results  of  the  three  surveys  and  discusses  the 
increase  in  the  London  Area  between  1954/55  and  1986/87  thus  forming  a 
continuous  documentation  of  the  Cormorant  this  century,  the  previous 
period  being  covered  by  Homes  et  al.  (1957).  A  few  records  up  to  mid-1988 
are  also  mentioned. 

METHOD 

Data  have  been  extracted  from  the  relevant  county  bird  reports,  LNHS 
Ornithology  Section  record  cards,  personal  observations  and  those  of 
various  correspondents  and  the  three  surveys. 

As  the  Cormorant  is  chiefly  a  winter  visitor,  a  ‘year'  has  been  taken  to  run 
from  July  1st  to  June  30th,  so  as  to  include  the  whole  of  this  season.  The  peak 
totals  in  Fig.  6  (see  page  183)  were  derived  by  summing  the  maximum  count, 
irrespective  of  date,  within  a  year  at  each  site  in  the  London  Area.  As  there 
are  numerous  records  of  birds  in  flight,  these  have  been  excluded  from  Figs. 
1-6  and  8  and  also  from  Tables  1-7,  but  are  discussed  separately.  Records 
from  localities  where  feeding  or  roosting  is  unlikely  (i.e.  a  non-aquatic 
environment)  have  also  been  excluded.  Nevertheless,  the  figures  exaggerate 
the  total  numbers  in  the  Area  because  of  movements  between  waters  and  the 
different  dates  when  the  observations  were  made. 

Cramp  and  Simmons  (1977)  record  diurnal  and  nocturnal  roosts.  Through¬ 
out  this  paper  a  nocturnal  roost  is  referred  to  as  a  ‘roost'  and  a  diurnal  roost  is 
specifically  stated. 

In  1979/80  (initially  from  November  to  March,  but  later  extended  from 
May  to  October)  synchronized  counts  were  made  at  dusk  on  the  first 
Saturday  in  the  month  at  sites  supporting  roosts,  the  aim  being  to  ascertain 
the  total  numbers  in  the  Area,  assuming  that  all  birds  present  during  the  day 
roost  in  the  Area  at  night. 

As  the  roosts  were  invariably  to  be  visited  by  wildfowl  counters  it  was 
considered  that  the  dusk  counts  were  more  likely  to  be  achieved  on  days 
other  than  those  specifically  allotted  to  National  Wildfowl  Counts  (NWC).  It 
is  more  usual  for  wildfowl  counting  to  begin  in  the  morning,  not  necessarily  at 
dawn,  because  the  size  of  the  site  and/or  the  numbers  of  birds  dictate  an  early 
start.  To  ask  observers,  perhaps  necessitating  a  wait,  to  count  Cormorants  at 
the  end  of  a  day’s  wildfowl  counting  was  not  thought  desirable  to  achieve  the 
best  results. 

The  surveys  of  1984/85  and  1985/86  focused  on  determining  the  numbers  of 
localities  attracting  Cormorants  during  the  day.  To  achieve  this  aim  the 
counts  were  arranged  to  coincide  with  the  NWC  from  September  to  March, 
with  an  additional  count  in  mid-April.  Roosts  were  counted  in  November, 
January  and  March,  preferably  at  dawn,  but  if  not,  at  dusk.  If  a  count  was  not 
possible  on  the  specified  day,  one  made  on  the  nearest  possible  date  was 
accepted  during  all  of  the  surveys.  Information  on  the  habitat  (type  of  water, 
recreational  activities  ect.)  was  also  requested.  In  addition  to  counting 
Cormorants  at  NWC  sites  in  1985/86,  localities  which  were  known,  or  likely, 
to  attract  these  birds  were  visited.  A  record  of  frozen  water  was  kept  in  the 
latter  winter. 

Copies  of  the  survey  cards  and  other  data  relevant  to  this  paper  have  been 
deposited  in  the  LNHS  library  at  Imperial  College. 

The  names  of  localities  follow  those  adopted  by  the  LNHS  Ornithology 
Section,  many  of  which  are  well  known  and  clearly  defined.  The  River 
Thames  has  been  divided  into  stretches,  invariably  identified  by  bridges,  as 
far  downstream  as  Tower  Bridge.  The  stretches  above  London  Bridge  are 
referred  to  as  the  Upper  Thames.  The  sections  comprising  the  Lower 
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Thames,  below  London  Bridge,  have  been  defined  previously  ( LBR  44:  25). 
Maps  in  The  Birds  of  Hertfordshire  (Gladwin  and  Sage  1986)  show  the 
numerous  gravel  pits  and  small  lakes  along  the  Colne  and  Lea  Valleys. 

(a)  LNHS  Survey  1979/80 

The  results  of  the  monthly  roost  counts  between  November  1979  and 
October  1980  are  shown  in  Table  1  (originally  it  was  intended  to  cover  only 
the  peak  winter  period,  but  in  April  1980  it  was  decided  to  extend  the  survey 
until  October).  Counts  on  or  nearest  to  Apr.  5th  are  included  in  the  table, 
although  no  co-ordinated  visits  were  arranged  in  that  month. 


Table  1.  Cormorant  counts  at  roosting  sites  in  the  London  Area,  1979/80. 


Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May  June 

July 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

3rd 

1st 

5th 

2nd 

1st 

5th 

3rd 

7th 

5th 

2nd 

6th 

4th 

Holyfield  Marsh  G.P. 

18 

30 

78 

82 

45 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

15 

Walthamstow  Res. 

116 

69 

112 

91 

88 

82* 

28 

12 

3 

11 

70 

149 

Broadwater  G.P. 

36 

60 

62 

80 

70 

16* 

10 

0 

0 

2 

10 

14 

Wraysbury  Res. 

76* 

76 

85 

77 

73 

62* 

12 

nc 

nc 

57* 

74 

58 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

215 

216 

170 

206 

180 

154* 

47 

22 

15 

17* 

132 

166 

Totals  461 

451 

507 

536 

456 

334 

97 

34 

18 

87 

287 

402 

*Counts  not  made  on  specified  date,  nc  =  no  count. 

Apart  from  heavy  rain  at  times  in  the  late  afternoon  of  Feb.  2nd,  no 
adverse  weather  was  encountered  on  the  count  days. 

Total  counts  from  November  to  March  were  fairly  consistent,  ranging 
from  451  in  December  to  536  in  February.  By  May  a  sharp  fall  to  97  had 
occurred  with  the  lowest  counts  in  June  and  July.  The  early  arrival  of  winter 
and/or  passage  visitors  is  shown  by  the  sharp  rise  in  September  and  a  further 
increase  in  October. 

Peak  winter  numbers  were  recorded  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  in 
December  (one  more  than  in  November),  Wraysbury  Res.  in  January, 
Flolyfield  Marsh  (Fishers  Green)  G.P.  and  Broadwater  (Harefield  Moor) 
G.P.  in  February  and  Walthamstow  Res.  in  October.  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Res.  held  the  highest  numbers  in  all  months  and  Walthamstow  Res. 
invariably  supported  the  second  largest  counts.  Very  few,  if  any,  were 
present  in  summer  at  both  gravel  pit  roosts,  Flolyfield  Marsh  and  Broad¬ 
water,  which  is  presumably  due  to  local  factors. 

Roosts  were  reported  at  Queen  Mother  (Datchet)  Res.  and  Syon  Park  in 
previous  years,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  they  were  occupied  at  night  and 
this  situation  was  confirmed  during  the  survey.  The  black  poplar  which  was 
used  by  Cormorants  at  Syon  fell  in  June  1979,  but  the  other  trees  alongside 
the  Thames  served  as  resting  places  during  the  day. 

(b)  Pilot  Survey  1984/85  and  National  Survey  1985/86  in  the  London  Area 

A  pilot  survey  in  1984/85  was  arranged  on  Sept.  16th,  Oct.  14th,  Nov.  18th, 
Dec.  16th,  Jan.  13th,  Feb.  17th,  Mar.  17th  and  Apr.  14th.  Similar 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  full  survey  in  1985/86,  the  counts  being 
requested  one  day  earlier. 

A  total  of  66  localities  was  visited  in  the  seven  months;  the  number  of  sites 
counted  in  each  month  ranged  from  43  in  September  to  55  in  December  and 
Table  2.  Cormorant  counts  in  vice-counties  in  the  London  Area,  1985/86. 


Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Buckinghamshire 

8 

28 

50 

41 

52 

31 

16 

8 

Essex 

90 

207 

238 

322 

325 

219 

241 

285 

Hertfordshire 

25 

28 

62 

109 

76 

19 

59 

18 

Kent 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Middlesex 

144 

203 

232 

444 

353 

367 

196 

109 

Surrey 

99 

135 

119 

175 

192 

138 

259 

62 

Middlesex/Surrey 

3 

20 

15 

52 

44 

19 

43 

8 

Essex/Kent 

11 

9 

44 

46 

26 

25 

40 

14 

Totals 

380 

630 

760 

1,189 

1,068 

820 

854 

504 
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January,  with  those  sites  supporting  the  majority  of  birds  being  covered  in 
most  months. 

Table  2  is  based  on  records  from  sites  visited  by  Cormorants  during  the  day 
and  undoubtedly  includes  some  duplication  of  numbers,  especially  as  it  was 
not  possible  to  achieve  coverage  on  the  same  date  at  every  site.  One  of  the 
aims  of  the  survey  was  to  show  the  localities  frequented  by  Cormorants  which 
are  summarised  in  Table  3. 

Table  3.  Numbers  of  localities  frequented  by  Cormorants  during  the  National  Survey  in 
the  London  Area,  1985/86. 

Max.  nos.  of  Cormorants  0  1-10  11-50  51-100  101-150  151-200  201-250 

Nos.  of  localities  4  34  19  4  2  2  1 

Counts  from  34  localities  visited  in  every  month  are  more  representative  of 
the  monthly  pattern  (see  Fig.  1)  than  the  totals  shown  in  Table  2.  In  February 
only  some  of  the  larger  reservoirs  and  the  Thames  remained  unfrozen  and 
this  no  doubt  accounts  for  the  dip  in  numbers  in  that  month. 

8  00 


600 


400 


200 


0 


SONDJFMA 

Fig.  1.  Mid-monthly  counts  of  Cormorants,  September  1985  to  April  1986,  at  34 
localities  in  the  London  Area. 

The  roost  counts  are  shown  in  Table  4  and  for  comparison  the  November. 
January  and  March  1979/80  and  1984/85  records  are  given.  These  counts 
probably  provide  a  far  more  accurate  idea  of  the  number  of  birds  in  the  Area, 
because  there  is  less  movement  and  only  a  few7  sites  are  involved. 

The  Cormorant  is  a  large  and  conspicious  bird  with  gregarious  habits  and  it 
proved  to  be  an  ideal  species  to  census.  Problems  only  arose  during  counting 
when  birds  were  actively  feeding,  or  on  a  few7  private  w7aters.  Clearly,  the 
most  accurate  counts  w7ere  made  at  the  diurnal  and  nocturnal  roosts. 
However,  although  the  roosts  w7ere  easily  counted,  very  few  involved  100rr 
accurate  counts,  the  reason  for  this  being  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
roost.  The  two  main  types  of  roost  are  on  w7ooded  islands  and  on  reservoir 

Table  4.  Counts  of  Cormorants  at  nocturnal  roosts  in  the  London  Area,  1979/80, 
1984/85  and  1985/86. 

1979180 


1984/85 


1985  86 


Nov 

Jan 

Mar 

Nov 

Jan 

Mar 

Nov 

Jan 

Mar 

Holyfield  Marsh  G.P. 

18 

78 

45 

151 

130 

108 

98 

144 

168 

Walthamstow  Res. 

116 

112 

88 

221 

227 

214 

120 

150 

180 

Broadwater  G.P. 

36 

62 

70 

96 

140 

90 

81 

163 

60 

Shepperton  G.P. 

— 

— 

— 

28 

63 

55 

41 

71 

25 

Wraysbury  Res. 

76 

85 

73 

118 

99 

88 

87 

72 

101 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

215 

170 

180 

290 

280 

202 

245 

300 

350 

Totals 

461 

507 

456 

904 

939 

757 

672 

900 

884 
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towers.  In  both  cases  birds  use  all  available  perching  spots,  therefore  one 
observer  making  the  count  from  a  fixed  position  could  not  accurately  count 
all  the  birds,  since  a  certain  proportion  would  always  be  out  of  sight  behind 
the  island  or  tower.  Even  if  full  circuits  of  the  water,  where  the  roost  was 
located,  were  made  it  is  still  unlikely  that  they  would  be  free  from  error. 
Consequently  the  roost  counts  are  almost  always  underestimates,  some 
observers  estimated  by  10%  or  more.  Despite  this  suggested  inaccuracy  the 
roost  counts  provide  a  minimum  total  of  the  number  of  Cormorants  in  the 
Area  and  are  still  valid  for  comparative  purposes. 

By  using  the  1979/80  roost  survey  results  it  is  possible  to  consider  the  errors 
incurred  in  the  Area  totals  which  have  been  deduced  from  the  maximum 
counts  at  all  sites.  The  maximum  at  these  roosts  was  536  on  Feb.  2nd. 
However,  there  is  an  enormous  and  expected  variation  of  92%  between  this 
figure  and  1,027,  which  was  reached  by  totalling  all  counts  from  all  sites 
during  the  winter  (both  feeding  and  roost  sites).  This  is  really  a  reflection  of 
the  greater  number  of  feeding  areas  where  the  Cormorant  is  found  during  a 
year. 

ROOSTING  AND  FEEDING  SITES 

A  plentiful  supply  of  food  and  a  safe  place  to  roost  are,  naturally,  two  of  the 
essential  requirements  to  enable  Cormorants  to  survive.  It  will  be  shown  that 
the  London  Area  now  provides  both  of  these  needs.  Cormorants  normally 
leave  the  roost  very  early  in  the  morning,  sometimes  before  dawn,  to  feed 
and  may  return  before  others  have  departed  for  the  feeding  grounds. 

Under  the  vice-counties  the  main  roosts  are  discussed  followed  by  a 
summary  of  Cormorants  occurring  in  each  area.  It  is  emphasized,  as 
mentioned  earlier,  that  the  information  is  based  on  the  maximum  count  at 
any  site  within  a  year  (e.g.  the  period  from  July  1st  1954  to  June  30th  1955  is 
expressed  as  1954/55).  The  four  distribution  maps  (Figs.  2-5),  each  covering 
eight  year  periods,  show  the  rise  in  Cormorant  counts  at  the  roosting  and 
feeding  localities  and  the  consequential  increase  in  the  number  of  these  sites 
which  the  species  has  exploited.  Fig.  6  (see  p.  183)  shows  the  annual  peak 
roost  and  site  counts  and  the  maximum  Area  totals  together  with  information 
on  the  rise  in  localities  visited  by  Cormorants,  period  of  stocking  trout  at 
reservoirs  and  the  years  in  which  the  six  current  roosts  were  first  occupied. 

After  1961  four  main  roosts  in  the  west  -  Broadwater  G.P.,  Shepperton 
G.P.,  Wraysbury  Res.  and  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  -  and  two  in  the  Lea 
Valley  -  Holyfield  Marsh  G.P.  and  Walthamstow  Res.  -  were  established 
and  many  of  the  subsequent  movements  and  increase  in  numbers  are  related 
to  them.  Although  not  all  of  the  counts  were  made  at  dawn  or  dusk,  when  the 
largest  numbers  are  expected  to  be  seen,  appreciable  numbers  do  occur 
during  the  day.  Table  5  shows  the  annual  maxima  recorded  at  each  of  these 
sites.  The  maximum  annual  numbers  within  each  vice-county  are  given  in 
Table  6. 

Buckinghamshire  and  Middlesex 

The  earliest  roosts  in  the  London  Area  were  located  near  the  Buckingham¬ 
shire/Middlesex  boundary  around  Wraysbury  and  Staines  in  the  1950s  and 
were  of  comparatively  short  duration.  A  buoy  on  King  George  VI  Res.  was 
used  by  up  to  eight  in  1950  and  24  were  discovered  in  tall  trees  near  Yeoveney 
on  Dec.  26th  1952.  In  1959  there  were  further  dusk  records  at  King  George 
VI  Res.  and  also  at  Wraysbury  G.P. ,  where  a  dead  elm  was  occupied.  Parties 
of  up  to  30  would  normally  arrive  at  dusk  to  roost  on  King  George  VI  Res., 
having  come  from  the  direction  of  Queen  Mary  Res.  and  Walton  Res. ,  which 
lie  to  the  southeast.  At  King  George  VI  Res.  there  were  80  at  dusk  on  Jan. 
4th,  but  similar  numbers  in  the  following  two  months  were  considered  to  be 
the  same  as  those  seen  later  around  sunset  at  Wraysbury,  where  there  were 
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Fig.  2.  Maximum  numbers  of  Cormorants  in  the  London  Area,  1954/55  to  1961/62. 

Localities  with  flight  records  only  are  omitted. 

monthly  maxima  of  79  on  Feb.  15th  and  56  on  Mar.  15th  before  falling  to 
three  on  Apr.  15th. 

In  Buckinghamshire,  apart  from  the  Wraysbury  G.P.  roost  in  1959,  there 
were  no  records  until  nine  at  Horton  G.P.  in  1972/73  and  50  at  Tilehouse 
G.P.  in  1973/74.  Queen  Mother  Res.  was  opened  in  1975  and  attracted  six 
birds;  the  same  number  also  appeared  at  Horton  and  Wraysbury  G.Ps.  in  the 
following  year.  From  1976/77,  when  eight  were  at  Horton,  there  have  been 
virtually  annual  observations  at  Queen  Mother  Res.  (maximum  88  on  Feb. 
16th  1986)  and  Wraysbury  G.P.  (maximum  90  in  March  1978).  Old  Slade 
N.R.  recorded  between  eight  and  26  from  1980/81  to  1982/83  and  39 
appeared  at  Horton  on  Dec.  28th  1986. 

Wraysbury  Res.,  Middlesex,  was  filled  in  1971  and  a  roost  was  immediate¬ 
ly  established  on  the  three  towers  in  the  reservoir,  where  there  were  40  on 
Feb.  27th.  In  subsequent  years  slightly  higher  numbers  occurred,  reaching 
120  on  Feb.  18th  1974  and  1 16  on  Dec.  5th  1982,  but  there  was  no  significant 
increase  until  178  in  1983/84,  falling  to  141,  148  and  141  in  the  following 
years.  Some  birds  fly  off  towards  Staines  and  Queen  Mary  Res.  from  this 
roost;  those  at  nearby  gravel  pits  and  Queen  Mother  Res.  also  probably 
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Fig.  3.  Maximum  numbers  of  Cormorants  in  the  London  Area,  1962/63  to  1969/70. 

Localities  with  flight  records  only  are  omitted. 

come  from  Wraysbury  Res.  Others  flying  upstream  along  the  River  Thames 
no  doubt  feed  at  the  gravel  pits  in  the  Reading/Theale  area,  Berkshire  -  30 
km  outside  the  London  Area. 

A  year  after  the  Wraysbury  Res.  roost  was  established  four  birds  appeared 
at  Broadwater  G.P.  and  in  the  following  year  (1972/73)  trees  on  three  small 
islands  attracted  88  to  roost.  About  one  third  of  those  roosting  remain 
through  the  day,  with  birds  returning  up  until  dusk.  The  Cormorants  perch  at 
all  levels  from  the  ground  to  the  topmost  branches.  The  lowest  peak  was  45  in 
1974/75,  rising  to  107  in  1977/78,  thereafter  three  figure  counts  were  annual 
(apart  from  86  in  1979/80)  reaching  163  in  1985/86.  Cormorants  from  this 
roost  disperse  to  feed  on  waters  up  and  down  the  Colne  Valley,  with 
Stocker’s  Lake  being  the  most  favoured  locality. 

Although  roosting  was  not  reported  at  King  George  VI  Res.  after  January 
1959,  up  to  86  were  seen  later  that  year  and  there  were  further  records  in 
most  years  until  1969/70,  with  a  low  maximum  of  ten  in  1963/64.  The  decline 
at  this  Middlesex  water  coincided  with  the  appearance  of  roosts  nearby  at 
Wraysbury  Res.  and  Broadwater  G.P.,  but  it  seems  that  King  George  VI 
Res.  may  have  been  used  for  the  same  purpose  after  1959,  although  this  was 
not  recorded.  King  George  VI  Res.  was  not  a  roost  site  in  the  1970s  and  1980s 
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Fig.  4.  Maximum  numbers  of  Cormorants  in  the  London  Area,  1970/71  to  1977/78. 

Localities  with  flight  records  only  are  omitted. 

and  was  less  frequented,  with  records  in  only  five  years  after  1971.72,  the 
most  notable  being  51  in  1975/76  and  83  in  1984/85. 

Apart  from  Broadwater  G.P.,  King  George  VI  Res.  and  Wravsbury  Res. 
the  largest  numbers  in  Middlesex  appeared  at  Queen  Mary  and  Staines 
Reservoirs,  where  there  were  sightings  in  most  years.  The  maximum  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.  between  1954/55  and  1970/71  was  104  on  Mar.  9th  1969, 
but  in  other  years  between  11  and  79  were  recorded.  After  1971  72,  when 
none  was  reported,  numbers  fluctuated  between  one  and  30  in  nine  years  up 
to  1983/84,  after  which  there  was  a  dramatic  rise  to  170  on  Mar.  6th  1985, 292 
on  Mar.  7th  1986  and  a  feeding  flock  of  425  on  Jan.  31st  1987.  At  Staines  Res. 
up  to  16  were  seen  in  13  years  (apart  from  36  in  1961/62)  between  1954  55  and 
1973/74.  There  were  records  in  nine  of  the  ten  years  between  1977  78  and 
1986/87,  reaching  34  in  1982/83  and  1983/84. 

At  Shepperton  G.P.  23  in  1979/80  preceded  a  roost  (of  up  to  30  birds) 
which  was  found  in  1981/82  on  willows  and  a  sailing  club  flag  gantry  on  an 
island.  This  roost  has  since  been  occupied  annually,  the  largest  numbers 
occurring  on  Mar.  8th  1986  when  83  at  08.00  hrs.  increased  to  128,  as  birds 
arrived  from  the  southeast. 
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Fig.  5.  Maximum  numbers  of  Cormorants  in  the  London  Area,  1978/79  to  1985/86. 

Localities  with  flight  records  only  are  omitted. 

Observations  were  made  at  a  further  18  localities  from  1954/55  to  1986/87, 
the  most  frequent  being  at  Brent  Res.  (up  to  12),  Stoke  Newington  Res.  (up 
to  ten)  and  Wood  Green  Res.  (up  to  14).  A  scattering  of  single  figure  counts 
came  from  twelve  smaller  waters,  including  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  and  Regent’s  Park  in  Inner  London.  There  were  maxima  of  37  at 
Kempton  Park  West  Res.  in  1979/80,  50  at  Stain  Hill  Res.  in  1973/74,  41  at 
Harefield  Place  G.P.  in  1986/87  and  between  13  and  15  at  Hampton  Res., 
West  India  and  Millwall  Docks  and  Yiewsley  G.P. 

Essex 

At  Walthamstow  Res.  a  roost,  of  50  birds,  in  trees  on  two  islands  was  first 
occupied  in  1973.  Numbers  have  generally  increased  reaching  112  in  1975/76, 
210  in  1982/83  and  245  in  1984/85.  Prior  to  the  roost  (from  1954/55  to  1968/69) 
there  were  up  to  six  in  ten  years,  increasing  to  25  in  1969/70  and  30  in  1972/73. 
Feeding  was  regularly  carried  out  in  the  waters  near  to  the  roost  while  other 
Cormorants  from  this  site  undertook  regular  flights  in  search  of  food,  some 
leaving  SE  towards  the  Thames  and  others  moving  up  the  Lea  Valley. 

In  1976  a  roost  in  trees  on  several  islands  was  established  at  Holyfield 
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Table  5. 

Maximum  Cormorant  counts  at  roosting  sites  in  the  London  Area,  1962/63  to 

1986/87. 

Queen 

Holyfield 

Walthamstow 

Broadwater 

Shepperton 

Wraysbury 

Elizabeth 

Marsh  G.P. 

Res. 

G.P. 

G.P. 

Res. 

11  Res. 

Totals 

1962/63 

3* 

70 

70 

1963/64 

60 

60 

1964/65 

80 

80 

1965/66 

1* 

65 

65 

1966/67 

85 

85 

1967/68 

130 

130 

1968/69 

6* 

1 

1 

1969/70 

25* 

2 

2 

1970/71 

23 

23 

1971/72 

10* 

4* 

59 

120 

179 

1972/73 

30* 

88 

80 

120 

288 

1973/74 

50 

79 

103 

96 

328 

1974/75 

90 

45 

79 

50 

264 

1975/76 

112 

72 

62 

54 

300 

1976/77 

92 

96 

65 

91 

68 

412 

1977/78 

70 

140 

107 

67 

115 

499 

1978/79 

110 

140 

100 

68 

103 

521 

1979/80 

82 

120 

86 

23* 

85 

216 

589 

1980/81 

118 

166 

110 

92 

205 

691 

1981/82 

120 

180 

112 

30 

90 

120 

652 

1982/83 

142 

210 

115 

35 

116 

119 

737 

1983/84 

135 

150 

130 

71 

178 

107 

771 

1984/85 

240 

245 

140 

63 

141 

290 

1.119 

1985/86 

300 

180 

163 

128 

148 

350 

1,269 

1986/87 

156 

160 

140 

94 

141 

350 

1.041 

‘Counts  before  the  roosts 

were  established  not  included 

in  totals. 

Table  6.  Maximum  site  counts  of  Cormorants  in  each  vice-county  in  the  London  Area, 


1954/55  to  1986/87. 

Bucks.  Essex 

Herts. 

Kent 

Middx. 

Surrey 

R. 

Essex/ 

Kent 

—  ~ - - 

Thames 

Middx./ 

Surrey 

1954/55 

0 

2 

0 

1 

30 

33 

0 

18 

1955/56 

0 

2 

0 

3 

51 

40 

0 

26 

1956/57 

0 

2 

1 

2 

61 

15 

0 

12 

1957/58 

79 

3 

0 

2 

71 

30 

1 

0 

1958/59 

0 

3 

2 

0 

86 

31 

0 

0 

1959/60 

0 

1 

0 

0 

81 

59 

0 

3 

1960/61 

0 

6 

1 

0 

70 

46 

0 

0 

1961/62 

0 

2 

1 

1 

75 

70 

0 

1 

1962/63 

0 

3 

1 

1 

50 

70 

0 

70 

1963/64 

0 

0 

0 

1 

11 

60 

0 

8 

1964/65 

0 

1 

1 

9 

12 

80 

0 

5 

1965/66 

0 

1 

1 

1 

46 

65 

0 

6 

1966/67 

0 

0 

0 

1 

20 

85 

0 

8 

1967/68 

0 

0 

1 

2 

14 

130 

0 

15 

1968/69 

0 

6 

4 

1 

104 

41 

0 

2 

1969/70 

0 

25 

2 

6 

70 

33 

0 

47 

1970/71 

0 

1 

6 

2 

79 

38 

0 

2 

1971/72 

0 

10 

3 

5 

59 

120 

2 

6 

1972/73 

9 

30 

19 

5 

88 

120 

6 

9 

1973/74 

50 

50 

26 

8 

120 

96 

10 

0 

1974/75 

6 

90 

50 

4 

79 

54 

10 

0 

1975/76 

6 

112 

46 

2 

72 

54 

1 

1 

1976/77 

32 

96 

45 

3 

91 

68 

3 

25 

1977/78 

90 

140 

38 

3 

107 

115 

9 

10 

1978/79 

68 

140 

40 

5 

100 

103 

15 

46 

1979/80 

18 

120 

24 

3 

86 

216 

23 

32 

1980/81 

17 

166 

40 

4 

110 

205 

22 

28 

1981/82 

68 

180 

28 

3 

112 

120 

27 

65 

1982/83 

42 

210 

27 

6 

116 

119 

26 

15 

1983/84 

40 

150 

50 

5 

178 

107 

25 

20 

1984/85 

40 

245 

65 

7 

170 

290 

20 

7 

1985/86 

88 

300 

34 

7 

292 

350 

37 

39 

1986/87 

54 

181 

27 

11 

425 

350 

3S 

40 

No.  of  Cormorants 
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Fig.  6.  Annual  Cormorant  counts  in  the  London  Area,  1954/55  to  1986/87:  maximum  at 
a  single  site,  all  roosts  and  all  sites  (including  roosts).  Also  shown:  annual  and 
cumulative  totals  of  sites  recording  the  species,  periods  of  stocking  trout  at 
reservoirs  and  the  year  in  which  current  roosts  were  established.  BE  =  Barn 
Elms  Res.,  B  =  Broadwater  G.P.,  H  =  Holyfield  Marsh  G.P.,  K  =  Kempton 
Park  West  Res.,  Q  -  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  QM  =  Queen  Mother  Res.,  S  = 
Shepperton  G.P.,  W  =  Walthamstow  Res.  and  Wr  =  Wraysbury  Res.  1954  etc. 
refers  to  the  year  from  July  1st  1954  to  June  30th  1955  etc. 
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Marsh  G.P. ,  with  up  to  92  on  Dec.  30th.  The  Cormorants  using  this  roost  and 
the  one  at  Walthamstow  are  generally  distinct  from  each  other.  At  the  start 
of  the  trout  fishing  season  (February/March/April)  Thames  Water  Authority 
(TWA)  attempt  to  disperse  the  Walthamstow  birds,  which  results  in  many 
moving  up  to  Holyfield  Marsh.  Due  to  the  increase  in  Cormorants  at 
Holyfield  Marsh  considerable  competition  arises  because  of  the  limited 
availability  of  roosting  places.  After  the  roost  was  first  occupied  annual 
maxima  ranged  between  70  and  120  in  the  next  five  years,  increasing  slightly 
to  142  and  135  in  1982/83  and  1983/84,  respectively,  and  then  rising 
considerably  to  240  and  300  in  the  next  two  years.  There  was  an  apparent 
decline,  to  156,  in  1986/87. 

At  other  localities  from  1954/55  to  1971/72  up  to  six  were  recorded  in  five 
years  at  King  George  V  Res.,  one  or  two  in  five  years  at  Wm.  Girling  Res. 
and  isolated  ones  at  Nazeing  Meads  G.P. ,  Wanstead  Basin.  Wanstead  Pond 
and  West  Thurrock  Clay  Pits.  From  1980/81  to  1986/87,  90  to  181  were 
recorded  in  four  years  at  Wm.  Girling  Res.  and  99  in  1985/86  at  King  George 
V  Res.  Birds  were  seen  on  the  River  Lea  downstream  from  Temple  Meads  in 
1985/86  and  a  diurnal  roost,  nearby  at  Canning  Town  (on  a  pylon),  attracted 
up  to  21  in  that  year  and  was  occupied  in  subsequent  winters  (maximum  28  on 
Dec.  2nd  1987).  In  1984/85  there  were  23  at  Stubbers  G.P.  and  in  1985/86  one 
at  Chigwell  Res.,  12  at  Fairlop  G.P.  and  seven  at  the  Royal  Albert  and  King 
George  V  Docks  (adjoining  the  Thames  at  Woolwich  Arsenal). 

Hertfordshire 

Up  to  six  birds,  but  mostly  singles,  occurred  at  ten  sites  in  12  years  from 
1956/57  to  1971/72.  There  were  records  in  eight  years  at  Hilfield  Park  Res. 
and  in  one  to  four  years  at  gravel  pits  and  waters  in  the  Colne  and  Lea 
Valleys. 

Records  from  six  localities  in  1972/73  included  19  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  16 
at  Troy  Mill  G.P.  and  12  at  Rye  Meads  S.F.  These  three  sites  have  since 
produced  annual  or  almost  annual  records  with  respective  peaks  of  35  in 
1977/78,  26  in  1973/74  and  50  in  1974/75. 

Between  1973/74  and  1986/87  there  were  records  from  23  localities, 
including  12  recording  Cormorants  for  the  first  time.  Apart  from  the  three 
sites  mentioned  above  there  were  regular  counts  (maxima  are  given  in 
parentheses)  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  (50  in  March  1984)  and  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (27 
on  Oct.  17th  1986).  Other  double  figure  counts  were  made  at  Amwell  G.P. 
(34  in  December  1985),  Bowyers  G.P.  (up  to  30).  Broxbourne  G.P.  (50  on 
Dec.  18th  1983),  Royal  Oak  G.P.  (11  on  Mar.  24th  1974),  Stanstead  Abbotts 
G.P.  (ten  in  December  1984),  Stocker’s  Lake  (65  on  Jan.  1st  1985)  and  Trov 
Mill  G.P.  (26  on  Dec.  19th  1973). 

Kent 

There  were  records  in  all  years  from  1954/55  to  1986/87,  except  between 
1958/59  and  1960/61,  involving  ten  sites.  The  Thames-side  marshes  attracted 
up  to  three  from  1954/55  to  1956/57  at  Stone  and  two  at  Swanscombe  in 
1957/58.  Records  at  the  latter  locality  from  1968/69  to  1975/76  and  in  three 
later  years  included  a  maximum  of  eight  in  1973/74.  Sevenoaks  Reserve  is  the 
only  locality  with  annual  records  from  1961/62,  usually  of  one  or  two,  but  up 
to  nine  in  1964/65.  Occasional  records  have  come  from  Ruxley  G.P.  (in  eight 
years),  Darenth  Pits  (two  years),  Dartford  Marshes  (five  years). 
Thamesmead  (four  years)  and  Littlebrook  (five  years)  w'ith  a  maximum  of  1 1 
at  the  last  locality. 

Surrey 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  was  opened  in  1962  and  the  three  towers  which  rise 
from  the  basin  immediately  attacted  a  roost  (Parr  1972).  As  well  as  roosting 
on  the  main  structure  of  the  towers,  the  two  southerly  being  preferred,  long 
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extension  platforms  also  provide  suitable  resting  places.  During  the  1979/8U 
survey  very  little  movement  was  observed  around  dusk,  the  majority  of 
Cormorants  having  arrived  at  least  an  hour  earlier.  In  1962/63  up  to  70  birds 
were  present  with  similar  numbers  until  1967/68,  when  they  increased  to  130. 
The  roost  was  virtually  abandoned  from  1968/69  to  1970/71,  with  a  maximum 
of  23  in  November  1970.  From  1971/72  numbers  never  fell  below  50, 
exceeding  100  in  12  years  and  including  216,  205, 290,  350  and  350  in  1979/80, 
1980/81,  1984/85,  1985/86  and  1986/87  respectively. 

Before  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  was  constructed  the  majority  were  found 
at  the  older  Walton  Res.  group,  comprising  Chelsea  &  Lambeth  and  Knight 
&  Bessborough  Res. ,  nearby,  where  there  were  counts  of  between  30  and  70 
from  1954/55  to  1965/66  (apart  from  eight  in  1956/57).  There  were  104  on  Jan. 
28th  1968. 

1968/69  was  significant  in  that  there  were  very  few  records  from  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.  (as  mentioned  earlier)  and  Walton  Res.,  but  41  at  Barn 
Elms  Res.  where  there  had  never  been  more  than  four,  ten  at  Thorpe  G.P. 
and  one  at  Richmond  Park.  At  Barn  Elms,  where  there  have  been  annual 
records  since  1965/66,  numbers  ranged  from  four  in  1969/70,  to  14  in  1973/74, 
with  a  maximum  of  30  in  1976/77.  A  sharp  rise,  to  65,  occurred  in  1983/84, 
increasing  to  148  the  following  year  and  subsequently  there  were  90  in 
1985/86  and  136  in  1986/87.  At  Walton  Res.  birds  occurred  annually  after 
1968/69  ranging  from  12  in  1971/72  to  110  in  1982/83. 

From  1954/55  to  1964/65  there  were  records  from  three  other  localities,  the 
most  frequent  at  Island  Barn  Res.  with  up  to  15  in  five  years.  At  this  reservoir 
the  most  frequent  observations  were  made  from  1969/70  to  1980/81,  with  a 
maximum  of  54  in  1974/75. 

Thorpe  G.P.,  where  a  maximum  of  36  occurred  in  1975/76,  continued  to 
attract  birds  up  to  1977/78,  in  which  year  there  was  also  12  at  Thorpe  Water 
Park.  Annual  observations  were  then  made  at  the  Water  Park,  with  a 
maximum  of  83  in  1983/84,  as  the  birds  neglected  Thorpe  G.P. 

In  addition  to  the  seven  sites  already  mentioned  a  further  16  sites  attracted 
up  to  14  birds  (but  usually  one  or  two)  in  various  years,  most  frequently  after 
1970/71.  The  most  favoured  waters  were  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  in  11  years 
from  1974/75  and  Surrey  Docks  in  nine  years  between  1971/72  and  1981/82. 

RIVER  THAMES 
Middlesex/Surrey 

The  north  side  of  the  river,  from  Richmond  to  Kew,  especially  around  Syon 
Park,  has  attracted  the  largest  numbers  along  the  Upper  Thames:  up  to  26 
between  1954/55  and  1956/57,  70  in  1962/63,  eight  in  the  following  year  and 
thereafter  up  to  47  (in  1969/70)  occurred  in  five  of  the  next  seven  years. 

In  five  years  between  1954/55  and  1968/69  from  one  to  three  occurred  on 
four  stretches  of  the  river  between  Barnes  and  Vauxhall  Bridges.  Above 
Twickenham  Bridge  the  only  records  are:  nine  at  Chertsey  in  1972/73,  up  to 
three  between  Walton  Bridge  and  Kingston  Bridge  in  five  years  from  1975/76 
to  1981/82  and  one  above  Teddington  Lock  in  1985/86  and  1986/87.  Annual 
observations  were  made  at  Syon  Park  from  1976/77  (25)  peaking  in  1981/82 
(65).  During  the  same  period  and  continuing  to  1985/86  regular  sightings  of 
up  to  ten  were  made  between  Hammersmith  and  Putney  Bridges. 

Up  to  three  were  on  other  stretches  between  Chelsea  and  Westminster 
Bridges  in  1977/78  and  there  were  further  records  in  later  years.  Battersea 
Power  Station  pier  became  the  focal  point  of  observations  on  the  Thames  in 
Inner  London  where  up  to  nine  occurred  in  1985/86  and  24  in  this  area  in 
1986/87.  Below  Wandsworth  Bridge  there  were  nine  in  1981/82  and  one  in 
1985/86.  From  Chiswick  Bridge  to  Hungerford  Bridge  at  least  one  or  two 
were  seen  on  most  stretches  in  1985/86.  On  the  Lower  Thames  six  appeared 
at  the  Lower  Pool  in  1985/86  and  two  at  Limehouse  Reach  in  1986/87. 
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Essex/Kent 

On  the  Lower  Thames,  apart  from  one  at  Woolwich  Arsenal  in  1957/58,  all 
records  commence  from  1971/72  when  there  were  one  or  two  on  six  stretches 
of  the  river  between  Woolwich  and  Swanscombe.  In  1972/73  up  to  six  (at 
Dartford)  were  seen  on  most  stretches  including  the  first  at  Barking  and 
Thurrock.  In  the  next  two  years  up  to  ten  were  reported  from  various 
stretches,  but  in  1975/76  and  1976/77  the  only  observations  were  from 
Woolwich  Arsenal  and  Swanscombe.  A  small  increase  occurred  in  1977/78; 
then  numbers  trebled  in  1978/79  when  there  were  eight  at  Barking,  15  at 
Rainham  and  11  at  Swanscombe.  The  total  on  the  Lower  Thames  during  the 
next  six  years  was  around  50,  followed  by  more  than  double  that  figure  in 
1985/86  and  1986/87.  The  most  favoured  stretches  were  Woolwich  Arsenal 
(37  on  Nov.  25th  1985),  Barking  (35  on  Jan.  19th  1987),  Rainham  (18  on 
Nov.  18th  1985),  Dartford  (up  to  12)  and  Swanscombe  (13  on  Jan.  27th 
1980).  A  further  increase  was  noted  at  Woolwich  Arsenal  in  1987/88  (80  on 
Nov.  25th). 

BREEDING 

During  1984  a  single  bird  (presumably  a  male)  built  a  nest  on  a  low  bush, 
about  one  metre  above  the  water,  at  Stocker’s  Lake  and  although  it  remained 
in  residence  for  several  weeks  no  mate  materialised.  No  further  evidence  of 
breeding  or  nest  building  was  observed  until  1987  when  a  ground  nest  was 
found  on  an  island  at  Broadwater  G.P.;  subsequently  two  young  were 
successfully  reared.  No  breeding  took  place  during  1988  largely  due  to  high 
water  levels.  Inland  breeding  in  Britain  is  still  unusual,  although  more 
common  in  Ireland  and  widespread  on  the  Continent;  the  first  successful 
nesting  took  place  during  1981  in  Staffordshire  (Harrison  etal.  1982)  and  also 
at  Abberton  Res.,  Essex  (Cox  1984).  The  latter  colony  had  expanded  to  151 
pairs  by  1986. 


MOVEMENTS 

In  a  critical  examination  of  ringing  recoveries  up  to  the  end  of  1964  Coulson 
and  Brazendale  (1968)  concluded  that  the  British  and  Irish  populations  of 
nominate  carbo  are  non-migratory,  but  show  a  variety  of  dispersal  patterns 
related  to  individual  breeding  colonies,  those  in  Wales  and  Northumberland 
providing  most  recoveries  in  southeast  England. 

There  have  been  37  ringing  recoveries  (reported  up  to  May  1987)  of 
Cormorants  related  to  the  London  Area,  of  which  32  were  ringed  as  nestlings 
at  breeding  colonies  in  Britain.  Five  fully  grown  birds  were  ringed  in  the 
Area,  of  which  two  were  recovered  there  in  subsequent  winters  and  three 
were  found  in  Wales  in  summer.  The  32  ringed  as  pulli  originated  from:  south 
Wales  (14);  Anglesey,  north  Wales  (four);  Scotland  (five);  Fame  Islands, 
Northumberland  (five)  and  Plymouth,  Devon  (one).  Four  of  the  Scottish 
birds  were  from  North  Berwick,  East  Lothian,  and  the  fifth  from  Little  Ross, 
Kircudbrightshire.  Twelve  of  the  south  Wales  recoveries  came  from 
Pembrokeshire  and  seven  of  these  were  ringed  on  St.  Margaret's  Island, 
Tenby.  Twenty-two  birds  were  recovered  in  their  first  year  and  six  in  their 
second  while  the  oldest  individual  was  12  years  and  8  months  old. 

On  St.  Margaret’s  Island  an  intensive  ringing  programme  has  been 
operating,  which  included  colour  ringing,  since  1985.  Colour  ringing  schemes 
are  also  in  operation  in  Ireland,  the  Solway  Firth  and  on  the  Continent. 
There  have  been  16  sightings  of  colour  ringed  Cormorants  in  the  Area,  which 
probably  refer  to  12  individuals.  Excepting  one  Danish  bird  and  one  from 
Ireland  all  have  originated  from  St.  Margaret's  Island.  The  years  of  ringing  at 
the  latter  site  and  sightings  in  the  London  Area  are  shown  in  Table  7.  One 
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individual  ringed  in  1985  was  seen  at  Rutland  Water,  Leicestershire,  on  bept. 
2nd  1987  before  appearing  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  later  that  winter  on  Dec. 


20th. 


Table  7.  Cormorants  colour  ringed  on  St.  Margaret’s  Island,  Tenby,  Pembrokeshire 
and  subsequently  sighted  in  the  London  Area. 


Colour  ringed  on 
St.  Margaret’s  Island 

1985 

1986 

1987 


Sightings  in  the  London  Area 
1985/86  1986/87  1987/88 

3  0  3 

0  1 

7 


Only  four  pulli  were  recovered  in  the  London  Area  in  the  period  before 
1965.  The  28  recoveries  after  1964  reflect  the  same  pattern  of  dispersal  as 
Coulson  and  Brazendale  (1968)  found  in  southeast  England. 

In  Britain  the  general  movement  of  carbo  is  orientated  north/south,  with 
the  North  Sea  acting  as  a  significant  barrier  in  deterring  Cormorants  from 
crossing  this  water.  The  reluctance  of  Cormorants  to  pass  over  extensive 
areas  of  water  is  considered  to  relate  to  the  poor  waterproofing  of  their  body 
feathers  and  their  need  to  roost  on  land.  The  Eurasian  race  sinensis  is  largely 
migratory  and  also  generally  moves  north/south.  There  are  a  few  instances  of 
this  race  being  found  in  the  London  Area:  one  was  found  dead  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  Mar.  1st  1985  and  another  (a  colour  ringed  bird  from 
Denmark)  was  seen  at  Broadwater  G.P.  on  Apr.  22nd  1988.  It  is  likely  that 
small  numbers  regularly  cross  the  North  Sea  to  winter  in  Britain. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  observations  of  adults  showing  considerable 
amounts  of  white  on  the  head  and  neck  as  summer  plumage  is  acquired  from 
late  winter.  Older  records  of  these  birds  were  considered  to  belong  to 
sinensis,  which  shows  these  characteristics,  but  it  is  now  considered  that  they 
most  likely  belong  to  carbo,  as  old  males  of  the  nominate  race  also  acquire 
similar  plumage  (Cramp  and  Simmons  1977)  and  the  races  are  almost 
indistinguishable  in  the  field. 

Cormorants  arriving  in  or  passing  beyond  the  London  Area  in  the  autumn 
from  south  Wales  would  head  east  if  an  overland  route  was  taken  and  those 
from  Northumberland  would  move  south.  Alternatively,  dispersal  move¬ 
ments  from  Wales  could  follow  the  coast  and  then  from  the  Thames  estuary 
follow  the  river,  which  would  involve  a  westerly  element  in  their  direction. 
Northumberland  Cormorants  moving  down  the  east  coast  would  also  take 
the  same  route  to  London  from  the  mouth  of  the  Thames. 

In  order  to  examine  movements  over  the  Area  the  records  were  split  into 
two  periods,  before  1962  and  after  1961.  Movements  to  and  from  the  roosts 
and  those  not  involved  with  such  dispersal  particularly  complicated  the 
interpretation  in  the  later  period. 


Pre-1962 

Before  1962  many  of  the  movements  were  considered  to  relate  to  passage 
migrants.  Homes  et  al.  (1957)  showed  that  there  was  some  evidence  of 
migration  due  to  the  observations  at  Staines  Res.  where  parties  of  18  to  20 
passed  over  on  three  dates  in  September  1950.  On  the  basis  of  extensive 
observations  of  small  numbers  moving  west  over  Primrose  Hill  and  Regent’s 
Park  in  spring,  Wallace  was  able  to  add  the  Cormorant  to  a  revised  list  of 
migrants  over  the  London  Area  (Homes  et  al.  1964).  If  these  Cormorants 
maintained  the  same  direction  it  would  now  appear  that  they  were  returning 
to  their  breeding  colonies  in  western  Britain  in  view  of  Coulson  and 
Brazendale’s  (1968)  conclusion,  already  mentioned. 

There  were  also  28  records  from  1954/55  to  1961/62,  of  which  24  included 
the  direction  of  flight.  Nine  of  the  24  records  were  of  single  birds,  11  of  two  to 
seven  birds  and  four  of  16  to  30  birds.  The  largest  numbers  were  at  or  near 
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Staines  Res:  on  Sept.  3rd  1954,  16  flew  S;  on  Mar.  27th  1955,  30  flew  W;  on 
Jan.  22nd  1956,  16  flew  W  and  on  Oct.  7th  1956,  20  flew  W.  A  scattering  of 
other  observations  came  from  Epping  Forest,  Girling  Res.  and  Harold 
Wood,  Essex,  the  Colne  Valley  and  five  areas  in  or  near  the  Thames  Valley 
between  July  and  April;  various  directions  of  flight  were  noted. 

1962-1987 

Observations  in  both  periods  ranged  from  those  along  the  Thames,  Colne 
and  Lea  Valleys  to  locations  well  away  from  various  water  bodies. 

Regular  daily  observations  (between  06.00  and  09.00  hrs.)  commenced  in 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (which  lie  on  a  direct  SW/NE  line 
between  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  and  Walthamstow  Res.)  in  1962.  There 
were  very  few  sightings  until  1967/68,  but  it  was  not  until  1968/69  that 
substantial  numbers  began  to  appear  over  Hyde  Park  (see  Table  8). 


Table  8.  Cormorants  over  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  Inner  London,  1967/68 
to  1978/79,  showing  directions  of  flight  and  bird/days. 


N 

NE 

E 

SE 

5 

SW 

W 

NW 

Totals 

1967/68 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

6 

1968/69 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

13 

3 

19 

1969/70 

1 

61 

4 

0 

0 

5 

2 

11 

84 

1970/71 

0 

8 

3 

0 

2 

2 

6 

17 

38 

1971/72 

0 

63 

26 

0 

0 

3 

7 

1 

100 

1972/73 

8 

23 

0 

7 

0 

4 

14 

9 

65 

1973/74 

0 

9 

21 

1 

0 

47 

11 

1 

90 

1974/75 

0 

12 

1 

0 

0 

9 

6 

6 

34 

1975/76 

0 

8 

20 

2 

2 

39 

18 

0 

89 

1976/77 

0 

1 

4 

2 

0 

20 

5 

1 

33 

1977/78 

7 

12 

17 

1 

2 

18 

22 

0 

79 

1978/79 

1 

2 

11 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

19 

Totals 

17 

201 

109 

13 

6 

149 

112 

49 

656 

Curiously,  in  1969/70  and  during  the  following  two  years  very  few  Cormor¬ 
ants  were  seen  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  roost  (which  was  established  in 
1962),  so  those  passing  over  Hyde  Park  probably  came  from  elsewhere. 
Although  there  was  no  exclusive  direction  taken,  the  majority  flew  NE  or  E 
up  to  1971/72  after  which  there  were  rather  more  flying  in  the  opposite 
direction.  In  1972  a  number  of  early  afternoon  flights  of  one  to  four  birds 
flying  SW  suggested  a  return  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  roost.  These 
Cormorants  were  almost  certainly  commuting  between  the  two  reservoirs 
mentioned  above,  or  to  nearby  waters. 

In  1978/79  observations  at  Russell  Road,  Walton-on-Thames,  Surrey, 
situated  1  km  west  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  confirmed  Cormorants 
leaving  from,  and  returning  to,  the  roosting  site  on  an  E-W  line.  Parties  of 
one  to  five  were  usual  and  less  frequently  ten  to  20. 

On  Nov.  24th  1968,  28  left  Barn  Elms  Res.  in  the  direction  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.  and  there  have  been  further  sightings  of  similar  move¬ 
ments.  Barn  Elms  is  also  on  a  direct  line  between  Queen  Elizabeth  II  and 
Walthamstow  and  may  attract  Cormorants  from  one  or  both  of  the  roosting 
sites.  Cormorants  fly  over  Barn  Elms  in  a  variety  of  directions  in  small 
numbers,  often  singly,  and  frequently  follow  the  course  of  the  adjacent  River 
Thames  between  Hammersmith  and  Putney  Bridges  and  also  further 
downstream  between  Chelsea  and  Blackfriars  Bridges.  Some  observations  in 
various  areas  may  give  a  false  indication  of  the  intended  destination  of 
Cormorants.  At  Westminster  and  Waterloo  Cormorants  invariably  follow 
the  river,  thus  flying  N  between  Lambeth  and  Hungerford  Bridges  before 
turning  to  head  E  towards  Blackfriars.  Not  all  birds  follow  the  course  of  the 
Thames  at  this  point,  but  may  sweep  N  again  towards  St.  Paul's  Cathedral, 
Middlesex,  and  eventually  up  the  Lea  Valley.  The  majority  of  observations 
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show  that  upstream  movements  are  dominant  in  the  morning  and  down¬ 
stream  in  the  afternoon  (see  Fig.  7)  which  accords  with  Cormorants  roosting 
at  the  Lea  Valley  localities  and  feeding  in  the  Thames.  Roberts  and  White  (in 
press)  have  suggested  that  movement  from  the  Walthamstow  roost,  in  1982 
and  1983,  involved  flights  towards  the  Thames.  While  some  depart  to  feed  on 
the  Upper  Thames  it  is  also  evident  from  afternoon  observations  of 
Cormorants  departing  to  the  N  or  NW  at  Woolwich  Arsenal,  Valentines 
Park,  Ilford,  Essex,  and  Bow,  Middlesex,  that  the  birds  feeding  on  the  Lower 
Thames  return  to  roost  in  the  Lea  Valley. 
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Fig.  7.  Cormorant  upstream  and  downstream  movements,  related  to  GMT,  along  the 
River  Thames  between  Chelsea  Bridge  and  Tower  Bridge  (mainly  from 
Vauxhall  to  Blackfriars  Bridges),  Inner  London,  1976/77  to  1986/87. 

Cormorants  may  travel  up  to  50  km  in  order  to  reach  their  feeding  grounds 
(Cramp  and  Simmons  1977)  so  that  feeding  outside  the  Area  and  roosting 
within  it,  as  well  as  the  converse,  may  occur.  There  are  movements  which  are 
not  obviously  linked  between  roosting  and  feeding  sites  within  the  Area.  As 
an  example,  at  Woodmansterne,  Surrey,  which  is  well  away  from  any 
sizeable  water  (and  is  not  on  a  daily  flight  line),  three  records  of  one  to  seven 
birds  flying  WNW  or  ESE  could  have  been  heading  towards,  or  away  from. 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  or  Bough  Beech  Res.,  Kent,  which  lies  outside  the 
London  Area.  Many  other  reports  also  show  that  flights  are  not  daily  and 
may  refer  to  birds  passing  across  the  Area.  It  would  be  expected,  if  this  were 
part  of  a  dispersal  movement  to  or  from  the  British  breeding  colonies,  that 
there  would  be  peak  numbers  outside  the  mid-winter  period.  From  the 
information  of  all  visible  movements  an  expected  autumn  and  spring  peak 
does  not  emerge. 

Roberts  and  White  (in  press)  have  shown  that  there  is  a  turnover  of 
presumably  passage  birds  at  the  appropriate  seasons  and  it  is  probable  that 
many  other  waters  throughout  the  Area  also  attract  such  birds  passing  over, 
like  Staines  Res.  (as  mentioned  previously). 

Between  December  1978  and  April  1979  detailed  observations  by  one 
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observer  in  the  Colne  Valley,  north  of  the  Broadwater  roost  (between  Troy 
Mill  G.P.  and  Batchworth  Lake)  showed  that  there  were  usually  one  and  no 
more  than  ten  at  a  time  following  the  water  system.  Between  08.30  and  12.00 
hrs.  a  total  of  25  flew  upstream  and  from  07.30  to  12.00  hrs.  a  total  of  40 
moved  downstream,  with  a  further  three  in  that  direction  in  the  afternoon. 
Other  sightings  over  Rickmansworth  include  Cormorants  heading  S  only  a 
few  hours  after  dawn,  presumably  having  fed  successfully  by  this  time  at 
Croxley  Hall  G.P.  or  Hampermill  Lake.  Before  the  Broadwater  roost  was 
established  birds  flew  past  Uxbridge  in  the  evening,  towards  either  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  or  Wraysbury  Res.  roosts,  but  only  a  few  head  in 
that  direction  now. 
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Fig.  8.  Combined  monthly  maximum  numbers  of  Cormorants  at  eight  selected  localities 
in  the  London  Area,  1954/55  to  1985/86. 

Cormorants  occur  in  all  months,  those  during  the  breeding  season  usually 
referring  to  immatures.  The  increases  noted  from  sites  where  a  continuous 
run  of  records  are  available  show  that  September  is  the  month  when  the  first 
sharp  rise  in  numbers  occurs.  The  monthly  pattern  of  distribution  in  Fig.  8  is 
based  on  eight  well  watched  selected  localities:  Walthamstow,  Queen  Mary, 
Staines,  Barn  Elms  and  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Reservoirs  and  Holyfield  Marsh 
and  Broadwater  gravel  pits. 

FOOD 

Cormorants  live  almost  entirely  on  fish  (Cramp  and  Simmons  1977),  so 
adequate  supplies  of  this  food  source  are  essential  to  their  survival.  Various 
studies  have  shown  that  trout  and  marine  fish  are  most  favoured. 

The  introduction  of  fish  to  reservoirs  is  assumed  to  have  taken  place  from 
the  moment  water  was  first  pumped  into  them  for  storage.  Species  such  as 
roach,  carp,  tench  and  perch  which  breed  in  either  running  or  still  water 
would  have  populated  these  water  bodies.  Coarse  fishing  has  been  permitted 
at  a  number  of  reservoirs  in  the  Area  for  many  years  and  the  1973  Water  Act 
encouraged  water  authorities  to  provide  further  recreational  facilities.  Owen 
et  al.  (1986)  have  shown  that  the  greatest  demand  for  water  recreation  is 
associated  with  the  densely  populated  areas  of  the  Midlands  and  southeast 
England.  Among  the  reservoirs  administered  by  TWA  two  leisure  pursuits 
that  probably  have  the  greatest  influence  on  bird  life  now  are  trout  fishing 
and  water  sports,  such  as  sailing  and  windsurfing.  Rainbow  trout  which  are 
bred  in  cages  and  transferred  to  a  reservoir  at  a  suitable  time  were  introduced 
into  Kempton  Park  West  in  1973,  Barn  Elms  and  Queen  Mother  in  1976  and 
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Walthamstow  in  1977,  with  a  noticeable  increase  in  angling  at  these  localities 
during  the  appropriate  season  (February /March  to  October/November). 

Following  accusations  of  significant  quantities  of  fish  being  caught  and 
damaged  and,  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  requests  for  Cormorants  to  be  shot 
under  licence ,  an  intensive  study  of  the  Cormorant’s  feeding  habits  was  made 
in  the  Lea  Valley  by  Roberts  and  White  (in  press).  They  concluded  that  a 
substantial  proportion  of  the  British  Cormorant  population  would  be  at  risk 
from  a  cull,  while  acknowledging  that  rainbow  trout  formed  a  proportion  of 
the  birds’  diet  at  Walthamstow.  Despite  this  conclusion,  it  is  extremely  likely 
that  the  major  proportion  of  the  Cormorant’s  diet  is  comprised  of  coarse  fish, 
and  not  trout.  Trout  is  not  thought  to  be  a  major  dietary  component,  except 
possibly  during  the  stocking  period  in  March  (White,  pers.  comm.). 

Queen  Mother  Res.  is  stocked  with  brown  and  rainbow  trout,  but  rarely 
attracts  more  than  100  Cormorants,  which  is  probably  because  the  depth  of 
23  metres  is  too  great  for  them  to  search  for  food.  Another  factor  may  be  that 
the  trout,  which  are  grown  on  to  over  4  kg.  are  then  too  large  for  a  Cormorant 
to  eat.  Interestingly,  in  early  1987  when  only  a  few  of  the  large  reservoirs 
remained  unfrozen,  Cormorants  were  attracted  to  Queen  Mary  Res.  in 
unprecedented  numbers,  425  in  the  very  early  morning  of  Jan.  31st,  feeding 
near  the  dredgers.  Dredging  operations  probably  disturb  small  fry  from  the 
bottom  of  this  12  metre  deep  reservoir  and  provide  much  food. 

Wheeler’s  (1979)  survey  of  London’s  fish  in  1957  showed  that  there  was  no 
established  population  between  Kew  Bridge  and  at  least  as  far  downstream 
as  Gravesend  (1.4  km.  outside  the  London  Area),  although  freshwater  fishes 
from  the  upper  reaches  and  sea  fishes  from  the  estuary  would  have  occurred 
in  certain  favourable  conditions.  Before  the  survey  it  was  difficult  to 
ascertain  where  on  the  tidal  Thames  fishes  were  caught.  Some  examples  of 
the  status  of  freshwater  fish  in  the  upper  reaches  include  roach  and  dace 
which  were  found  in  abundance  near  Teddington  weir  from  1923,  but 
became  scarce  after  the  severe  winter  of  1946/47.  These  two  species,  dace  in 
particular,  were  also  abundant  near  Kew  between  1929  and  1933  followed  by 
a  marked  reduction  during  the  next  22  years. 

Cormorants  were  mainly  seen  along  the  Thames  above  Kew  Bridge  in 
considerable  numbers  after  1946/47,  when  there  was  a  reduction  in  fishes, 
but  presumably  still  sufficient  quantities  to  attract  these  birds.  Reports  do 
not  state  whether  Cormorants  regularly  fished  in  the  river  at  this  time,  but  it 
is  assumed  that  this  was  the  attraction  for  them.  It  should  be  mentioned  that 
between  Richmond  and  Kew  Bridges  there  are  numerous  trees  where 
Cormorants  may  rest  after  feeding. 

Some  of  the  earliest  indications  that  fish  were  reappearing  in  the  tideway 
between  Kew  and  Gravesend  came  from  West  Thurrock  electricity  generat¬ 
ing  station  in  1964,  when  a  few  rare  species  were  caught  on  the  cooling  water 
screen.  In  1966  many  roach  were  taken  at  Fulham.  Subsequent  records  from 
various  power  stations  enabled  the  return  of  fish  to  the  tidal  Thames  to  be 
monitored. 

Harrison  and  Grant  (1976)  said  that  ‘Cormorants  are  regularly  seen  below 
Rainham  and  occasionally  as  far  upriver  as  Greenwich,  but  the  total 
population  of  the  Inner  Thames  has  apparently  never  exceeded  ten.’  They 
remarked  that  it  was  surprising  that  there  were  not  greater  numbers  of 
fish-eating  birds  in  view  of  the  increase  in  fish. 

During  the  drought  in  1976  a  rise  in  the  amount  of  salt  water  penetration 
from  the  Thames  estuary  was  allowed  to  flow  into  London,  because  of  the 
greatly  reduced  flow  of  water  over  Teddington  Weir  (Andrews  1977).  The 
increased  salinity  enabled  marine  fish  to  be  found  in  greater  numbers,  and 
further  upstream,  than  had  been  previously  recorded  this  century.  At 
Woolwich  Arsenal  Cormorants  were  reported  taking  fish  by  the  old  Beckton 
Gas  Works  in  1976.  Previously  pollution  was  considered  to  be  the  major 
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factor  restricting  the  marine  fauna  in  London,  but  in  view  of  Andrews’  new 
findings  it  is  apparently  the  increase  in  sea  fish  which  enables  Cormorants  to 
be  observed  more  frequently,  and  further  upstream,  since  the  appearance  of 
The  Thames  Transformed  (Harrison  and  Grant  1976). 

The  River  Thames  has  received  wide  publicity  during  the  cleaning-up 
campaign  and  now  boasts  over  100  fish  species.  Cormorants  have  taken 
advantage  of  this  added  fauna,  which  explains  the  frequency  with  which  they 
are  encountered  on  the  river. 

During  a  study  on  the  Thames  in  Inner  London  Cormorants  had  been 
noted  flying  over  the  river  at  Westminster  from  1976/77  (Stangeman  1986), 
followed  by  the  first  observation  of  diving  in  1982  and  the  first  instance  of 
successful  fishing  in  1985.  Regular  observations  between  Hammersmith  and 
Putney  Bridges  showed  that  Cormorants  regularly  flew  up  and  downstream 
by  the  mid-1970s  with  feeding  noted  shortly  after  this.  While  the  numbers 
fishing  on  this  stretch  are  usually  of  one  or  two  at  any  given  time,  the  actual 
number  feeding  during  the  day  is  more  accurately  assessed  from  diurnal 
roosts  e.g.  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  adjacent  to  the  Thames  below  Hammersmith 
Bridge. 

Apart  from  the  large  fish  which  are  obvious  when  brought  to  the  surface  in 
a  Cormorant’s  bill  many  tiny  species,  such  as  sticklebacks,  which  are  not 
easily  detected,  do  form  a  portion  of  the  bird’s  diet.  Sticklebacks  have  been 
noted  as  food  items  in  St.  James’s  Park  and  Roberts  and  White  (in  press) 
found  this  species  (and  roach)  in  the  stomach  contents  of  Cormorants  caught 
in  the  Lea  Valley. 

In  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  the  Serpentine  supports  12  species 
of  fish  (Lee  1977)  and  since  January  1974  Cormorants  have  been  reported 
fishing  in  this  lake,  and  occasionally  on  the  Round  Pond.  These  birds  usually 
spend  only  a  short  period,  up  to  half  an  hour,  feeding  before  flying  off.  From 
January  1978  Cormorants  have  been  staying  all  day  on  the  Serpentine  in  the 
winter. 

In  the  Thames  eels  and  large  fish  (including  flatfish,  some  of  which  have 
been  too  large  to  swallow)  have  been  eaten. 

It  is  considered  that  all  reservoirs  contain  fish  and  also,  presumably,  other 
smaller  water  bodies  such  as  gravel  pits  and  lakes,  but  it  is  not  clear  which  of 
the  latter  have  been  artificially  stocked.  The  maps  (Figs.  2-5)  showing  the 
Cormorant’s  distribution  are  also  indicative  of  the  fishing  areas  the  species 
has  frequented  in  various  periods  in  the  Area.  Reservoirs  and  gravel  pits 
undoubtedly  attract  the  largest  proportion  of  birds  nowadays  which  was 
shown  during  the  1985/86  survey. 

DISCUSSION 

Cormorants  are  principally  a  coastal  breeding  species  extending  their  range 
to  include  inland  waters  in  winter.  Although  a  count  of  seabirds  is  being 
made  during  the  BTO’s  current  breeding  birds  survey,  there  has  been  no 
estimate  of  the  Cormorant  population  since  Operation  Seafarer  (in  1969  and 
1970)  considered  the  total  in  Britain  and  Ireland  to  be  8,134  pairs  (Cramp  et 
al.  1974). 

In  Ireland  the  breeding  population  has  more  than  doubled  since  Operation 
Seafarer.  In  1969/70  there  were  1,865  pairs,  rising  to  4,455  by  1985/86  -  an 
increase  of  139%  (Macdonald  1987).  Probable  reasons  for  this  increase 
include  a  reduction  in  human  persecution  due  to  the  lower  levels  of  shooting 
following  the  Wildlife  Act  1976,  prior  to  which  bounty  schemes  encouraged 
the  killing  of  Cormorants.  There  has  been  intensive  stocking  of  fish  in  lakes 
since  the  1960s,  although  in  terms  of  biomass  they  comprise  only  a  small 
fraction  of  the  total  fish  present  (Macdonald  1987).  Removal  of  pike,  a 
serious  predator  of  brown  trout,  and  perch,  a  potential  food  competitor  with 
trout,  was  undertaken.  Roach,  however,  has  become  the  dominant  fish 
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species  in  many  lakes  and  is  a  most  important  food  source  for  Cormorants, 
particularly  in  late  winter,  in  the  London  Area. 

Having  established  that  the  majority  of  Cormorants  in  the  London  Area 
come  from  British  colonies  the  increase  at  these  inland  waters  in  winter, 
during  the  1970s  and  continuing  into  the  1980s,  could  be  linked  with  an 
upsurge  in  successful  breeding  around  our  coasts.  The  provision  of  safe 
roosts  and  an  adequate  supply  of  fish  enable  Cormorants  to  survive  in  the 
Area. 

Walthamstow  Res.  was  constructed  between  1866  and  1903  and  the  trees 
on  which  Cormorants  now  perch  were  fully  grown  well  before  the  roost  was 
established,  so  the  availability  of  a  secure  place  to  spend  the  night  was 
available  before  the  increase  in  the  birds.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  was, 
though,  the  first  of  the  established  roosts  to  be  used  as  soon  as  it  was  filled 
with  water  in  1962  and  Wraysbury  Res.  was  used  likewise  from  1971. 

As  a  result  of  a  greater  demand  for  building  material,  particularly  in 
southeast  England,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  extraction  of  gravel  and 
thus  a  proliferation  of  gravel  pits  (Owen  et  al.  1986).  There  are  now 
numerous  gravel  pits,  especially  in  the  Colne  and  Lea  Valleys,  which  provide 
further  recreational  facilities  such  as  birdwatching,  angling  and  water  sports. 
Cormorants  as  well  as  other  aquatic  birds  have  exploited  these  waters. 

While  there  has  been  an  undoubted  increase  of  Cormorants  at  the  three 
reservoirs  currently  stocking  trout  it  is  evident  that  only  a  small  proportion  of 
the  current  total  of  over  1,000  feed  solely  at  these  waters.  The  abundance  of 
Cormorants  on  the  Thames  as  a  result  of  more  fish  in  the  river  has  coincided 
with  the  stocking  of  trout  at  reservoirs  and  a  general  exploitation  of  food  at 
other  suitable  waters  in  the  Area. 
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Ringing  Report  for  1987 

J.  D.  Hook 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  the  majority  of  annual  ringing  totals  submitted 
by  ringing  groups  and  individual  ringers  showed  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
birds  ringed.  The  effect  of  this  continuing  decline  became  more  evident  this 
year  in  the  reduced  number  of  recoveries  received.  The  severe  weather 
conditions  which  occurred  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  resulted 
in  mist  netting  operations  being  suspended  or  curtailed  for  considerable 
periods.  During  the  first  of  these  periods  the  coldest  day  this  century  was 
recorded  on  Jan.  12th,  while  heavy  snow  falls  on  the  13th  resulted  in  deep 
snow  drifts  in  areas  south  of  the  River  Thames.  Further  snow  falls  and  below 
zero  temperatures  from  the  middle  of  February  up  to  the  third  week  in  March 
resulted  in  very  little  information  being  received  for  the  period.  A  Grey 
Heron  was  caught  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  on  Feb.  21st  while  the  severe 
conditions  caused  exceptional  numbers  of  duck  to  be  present  in  the  Royal 
parks:  five  Shoveler  and  153  Tufted  Duck  were  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  up  to 
the  end  of  March.  During  April  and  early  May  temperatures  were  well  above 
the  average,  with  Apr.  26th  being  the  warmest  April  day  since  1949. 

Several  reports  received  for  this  period  mentioned  that  the  number  of 
returning  warblers  and  other  summer  migrant  species  ringed  were  similar  to 
1986  totals,  while  the  number  of  resident  species’  nestlings  ringed  were 
slightly  higher  than  those  in  the  previous  year.  With  the  weather  deteriorat¬ 
ing  from  mid-May  and  six  inches  of  rain  recorded  during  June  it  was 
surprising  to  note  that  good  numbers  of  pulli  were  ringed  during  the  summer 
months.  Included  in  the  pulli  totals  for  this  period  and  up  to  the  late  summer 
were:  one  Shelduck,  13  Little  Ringed  Plover,  76  Common  Tern  and  eight 
Cuckoo  at  Rye  Meads  while  five  Pochard  and  a  record  number  of  over  60 
young  Tufted  Duck  were  ringed  in  the  Royal  parks.  At  Sevenoaks  Reserve, 
82  Greylag  and  62  Canada  Geese  were  ringed  during  the  moult  period  at  the 
end  of  June.  No  comments  were  received  this  year  concerning  local  inter-site 
movements  of  Acrocephalus  species  during  the  dispersal  period,  although 
several  ringers  reported  reduced  numbers  of  Sedge  and  Reed  Warblers 
ringed  during  the  main  autumn  passage  period.  Totals  of  other  summer 
migrant  species  caught  in  late  summer  and  autumn  also  showed  a  reduction 
compared  with  recent  years.  One  species  excluded  from  the  general  decline 
was  Sand  Martin:  ringing  totals  of  this  species  showed  a  further  increase 
following  the  upward  trend  reported  in  1986  after  the  dramatic  drop  in 
numbers  which  occurred  in  1984. 

So  much  has  been  written  and  said  about  the  hurricane  force  winds  which 
occurred  during  the  early  hours  of  Oct.  16th  that  mention  will  only  be  made 
here  that  reports  received  from  ringers  drew  attention  to  the  loss  of  habitat 
and  the  effect  on  local  bird  populations.  Information  received  indicated  that 
the  Sevenoaks  Reserve  and  other  ringing  locations  in  the  south  and  southeast 
of  the  Society’s  Area  suffered  the  greatest  amount  of  damage  and  subsequent 
loss  of  bird  life.  Very  few  thrushes  were  ringed  during  the  last  two  months  of 
the  year,  a  time  when  Blackbird  and  Song  Thrush  numbers  normally 
increase,  while  Fieldfare  and  Redwing  arrive  in  the  area  in  good  numbers. 
The  probable  explanation  for  the  lack  of  any  sizeable  influxes  this  year  was 
the  mild  weather  conditions  which  prevailed  over  most  of  Northern  Europe 
throughout  the  period. 

During  the  year  tape  lures  were  used  to  attract  various  species  but,  with  the 
exception  of  Meadow  Pipit,  the  ringing  totals  of  the  species  caught  were 
lower  than  in  1986  -  especially  noticeable  was  the  reduction  in  House  Martin 
and  Redwing  totals. 
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The  reduced  number  of  recoveries  this  year  has  not  affected  the  overall 
picture  which  is  building  up  of  the  migration  pattern  of  some  species  which 
breed,  winter  and  pass  through  the  London  Area.  Again  this  year  the 
outstanding  foreign  recovery  was  a  Lesser  Whitethroat  while  British 
recoveries  included  some  unusual  movements  and  longevity  of  resident 
species. 

The  outstanding  bird  ringed  this  year  was  a  Temminck’s  Stint  which  was 
caught  at  the  Kempton  Park  Reservoir  (East)  in  mid-May. 

SELECTED  LATE  RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR  1984-1986 
AND  NOTES  OF  INTEREST 

The  only  late  1984  and  1985  recoveries  were  two  Black-headed  Gulls  found 
dead  at  the  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  Essex.  The  1984  bird  found  on  Jan.  8th  had 
been  ringed  near  Schleswig,  Schleswig-Holstein,  German  F.R.  on  July  15th 
1981,  714  km  west-southwest,  the  other  bird  found  on  Oct.  24th  1985  had 
been  ringed  at  Plas  Ravensberg,  Zuid-Holland,  The  Netherlands  on  June  7th 
1979,  331  km  west. 

Late  1986  recoveries  included  a  Canada  Goose  which  had  been  ringed  as  a 
gosling  at  Rye  Meads,  Herts,  on  July  8th  1985  and  was  shot  at  Pentley,  Kings 
Lynn,  Norfolk  on  Oct.  24th.  A  Tufted  Duck  ringed  as  a  chick  in  Regent's 
Park  on  June  18th  and  found  dead  near  Oosterleek,  Ijsselmeerpolders,  The 
Netherlands,  387  km  east-northeast  was  the  second  foreign  recovery  of  a  bird 
ringed  as  a  chick  in  Regent's  Park.  There  were  several  late  controls  of 
Black-headed  Gulls  ringed  as  chicks  on  their  breeding  territories  in  various 
countries  around  the  Baltic  Sea  and  wintering  in  the  London  Area.  The 
increasing  practice  of  reading  ring  numbers  with  the  aid  of  binoculars  was 
responsible  for  recording  Black-headed  Gulls  which  had  been  ringed  in 
Central  London  during  the  winter  months  in  Denmark  and  the  German  F.R. 
on  various  dates  from  March  to  August.  One  bird  recorded  in  the  German 
F.R.  had  been  identified  by  the  same  method  at  the  same  location  in  1985.  A 
Turtle  Dove  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  May  4th  1985  was  shot  at  Villanueva  de 
la  Serna,  Badajoz,  Spain  in  September,  1,493  km  south-southwest.  A  House 
Martin  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug.  6th  1983  was  found  dead  at  Oujda. 
Morocco  on  Aug.  20th,  1,908  km  south.  The  only  late  thrush  recovery  was  a 
Redwing  ringed  at  Croxley  Green,  Herts,  on  Feb.  22nd  which  w'as  shot  at 
Julienne,  Charente,  France  on  Dec.  1st,  661  km  south.  Unusual  and  rather 
distasteful  could  be  used  to  describe  the  manner  of  recovery  of  a  Spotted 
Flycatcher  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Sept.  13th,  which  was  found  dead  having 
been  attacked  by  children  at  Puerto  Real,  Cadiz,  Spain  on  Oct.  7th,  1 ,763  km 
south-southwest.  Late  Chaffinch  recoveries  included  one  ringed  at  Omo, 
Sjaelland,  Denmark  on  Apr.  8th  1985  which  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on 
Nov.  29th,  827  km  west-southwest;  of  two  ringed  at  Potters  Bar,  Herts.,  one 
ringed  on  Dec.  23rd  1982  was  controlled  at  Izegem-Katchem,  West 
Vlaanderen,  Belgium  on  Oct.  30th,  248  km  east-southeast.  The  other  ringed 
on  Jan.  25th  was  controlled  at  Eendenkoos  Terheijden,  Noord-Brabant,  The 
Netherlands  on  Oct.  9th,  341  km  east.  A  Reed  Bunting  ringed  at  Potters  Bar 
on  Mar.  23rd  1985  was  controlled  at  Conard  Mere,  Suffolk  on  Sept.  21st. 

RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR  1987  AND  NOTES  OF 
INTEREST 

The  only  Mute  Swan  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  as  a  cygnet  at  Flag  Creek,  St. 
Osyth,  Essex  on  Aug.  21st  1985  and  controlled  near  Cheshunt,  Herts,  on 
Apr.  5th.  A  Canada  Goose  ringed  as  a  gosling  at  Rye  Meads  on  June  15th 
1985  and  reported  as  a  field  record  at  Alexandra  Park,  Wood  Green  on 
various  dates  in  1986  was  controlled  at  that  location  on  July  28th.  All  other 
recoveries  of  Canada  and  Greylag  Geese  were  of  birds  shot  less  than  50 
kilometres  from  where  they  had  been  ringed,  the  farthest  being  a  Canada 
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Goose  ringed  at  the  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Kent  on  July  8th  1986  which  was 
shot  on  the  Isle  of  Grain,  Kent  on  Nov.  15th,  42  km  distant.  A  Gadwall 
ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Jan.  13th  was  taken  by  a  fox  at  Woodhall  Park, 
Herts.  38  days  later.  Two  Tufted  Duck  ringed  in  the  Royal  parks  were 
recovered  in  Finland:  one  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Feb.  24th  1981  was 
found  dead  at  Mannilanlahti,  Phyajaryi,  Eura,  Turku-Pori  on  May  5th,  1,729 
km  northeast;  the  other  which  had  been  ringed  in  Kensington  Gardens  on 
Feb.  21st  was  found  dead  in  a  fishing  net  at  Kuopio  on  May  21st,  2,185  km 
northeast.  There  were  no  bird  of  prey  recoveries  other  than  local  Kestrels.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  a  Kestrel  was  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park.  No  long 
distance  Coot  recoveries  were  reported  this  year  the  farthest  being  a  bird 
ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Apr.  7th  1986,  which  was  found  dead  at 
Brookwood,  Surrey  on  May  16th.  The  only  Dunlin  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed 
at  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent  on  Nov.  22nd  1985,  which  was  controlled  at 
Easthaven,  Carnoustie,  Scotland  on  Jan.  17th.  A  Snipe  ringed  at  Bedfont 
Quarry,  Middx,  on  Sept.  22nd  1979  was  controlled  at  Hounslow  Heath, 
Middx,  on  Jan.  29th,  seven  years  128  days  later.  Again  this  year,  Black¬ 
headed  Gull  recoveries  are  too  numerous  to  mention  individually.  Because  of 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  recoveries  and  field  sightings  of  this  species  the 
return  migration  routes  of  birds  which  have  wintered  in  the  London  Area  can 
now  be  clearly  defined  when  plotted.  As  in  previous  years  several  of  the 
wintering  population  controlled  or  sighted  in  the  Royal  parks  were  ringed  as 
chicks  in  countries  around  the  Baltic  Sea.  Another  feature  of  this  species  is  its 
faithfulness  to  the  same  wintering  area,  several  birds  retrapped  in  1987  had 
been  ringed  several  years  previously  at  the  same  location  and  in  some  cases 
retrapped  regularly  in  the  intervening  years.  A  Herring  Gull  found  dead  at 
the  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Jan.  18th  had  been  ringed  as  a  chick  at 
Sedlovataya,  Severo  Lesnichestvo,  near  Murmansk,  USSR  on  June  18th 
1986,  2,546  km  southwest.  No  foreign  recoveries  of  Common  Tern  were 
reported.  There  were  very  few  Swift  recoveries,  possibly  due  to  the 
continuing  decline  of  local  populations  caused  by  the  increasing  number  of 
Edwardian  and  Victorian  properties  being  demolished.  One  ringed  at  Maple 
Cross,  Herts,  on  June  6th  1982  was  taken  by  a  cat  at  Harrow  on  June  15th, 
another,  ringed  on  the  same  date  and  at  the  same  location  was  controlled  at 
Brent  Res.,  Middx,  on  July  12th.  No  Kingfisher  movements  other  than  local 
were  reported;  one  ringed  at  Hogsmill  S.F.,  Surrey  on  Feb.  28th  was 
controlled  at  Hounslow,  Middx,  on  May  8th,  then  retrapped  at  Hogsmill  S.F. 
on  May  30th.  An  interesting  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  recovery  was  a  bird 
ringed  at  the  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Surrey  on  Mar.  13th  and  found  dead  at 
Bradford-on- Avon,  Wilts,  on  May  2nd;  there  have  been  very  few  birds  of  this 
species  ringed  in  London  that  have  been  recovered  outside  our  Area.  There 
were  no  foreign  recoveries  of  any  hirundines.  Farthest  British  recoveries 
were  a  Sand  Martin  ringed  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  June  18th  1986  and 
controlled  at  Denton  Park,  West  Yorkshire  on  July  12th;  a  Swallow  ringed  at 
Rye  Meads  on  Sept.  26th  1985  which  was  controlled  at  its  breeding  site  near 
Silloth,  Cumbria  on  July  10th;  and  a  House  Martin  ringed  at  Saxmundham, 
Suffolk  on  July  25th  1986  and  controlled  at  Littlebrook,  Kent  on  May  24th. 
The  only  Meadow  Pipit  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Pitsea  Marsh,  Essex  on 
Oct.  4th  and  controlled  at  Wilmington,  Kent  on  Nov.  22nd.  Very  few  Pied 
Wagtail  recoveries  were  reported,  one  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Sept.  13th 
1986  was  found  injured  and  released  at  Beckenham,  Kent  on  Jan.  15th. 
Farthest  Robin  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  West  Thurrock,  Essex  on  Aug. 
11th  which  was  found  dead  at  Rippengale,  Bourne,  Lines,  on  Sept.  1st.  A 
Blackbird  ringed  in  Jylland,  Denmark  on  Sept.  13th  1986  was  controlled  at 
Kempton  Park  on  Jan.  3rd,  850  km  southwest.  Another  Blackbird  ringed  at 
Rye  Meads  on  Nov.  30th  1986  was  found  dead  at  Edewechterdamm, 
Weser-Ems,  German  F.R.  on  Apr.  23rd,  556  km  east-northeast.  British 
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Blackbird  recoveries  included  a  bird  probably  of  Continental  origin  ringed 
on  the  Isle  of  May,  Fife  Region,  Scotland  on  Oct.  14th  1986,  which  was 
controlled  at  Dartford  S.F.,  Kent  on  Mar.  1st  and  an  unusual  movement  of  a 
nestling  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  on  June  17th  1986  and  found  dead  at 
Thorndon,  Merseyside  on  Apr.  10th.  A  Song  Thrush  ringed  at  the  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  Oct.  19th  1986  was  controlled  on  Helgoland,  German  F.R.  on 
Apr.  30th,  642  km  east-northeast.  A  long  living  bird  of  this  species  was 
retrapped  by  the  Dartford  R.G.  eight  years  and  seven  months  after  it  had 
been  ringed. 

The  significant  reduction  in  the  number  of  Sedge  and  Reed  Warblers 
ringed  in  recent  years  could  be  a  possible  factor  when  noting  that  no  foreign 
recoveries  of  either  species  were  reported.  There  were  no  British  Sedge 
Warbler  recoveries  of  mention  and  the  only  Reed  Warbler  recovery  of  over 
200  kilometres  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  May  6th  1986 
which  was  controlled  at  Bridgewater,  Somerset  on  June  4th.  Another  Reed 
Warbler  originally  ringed  at  Yeoveney  G.P. ,  Berks,  on  Aug.  27th  1979,  was 
controlled  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  June  21st,  having  been  controlled  at  this 
location  on  May  27th  1985  and  July  10th  1986.  Again  this  year  the  Hersham 
R.G.  reported  another  outstanding  Lesser  Whitethroat  recovery.  This  year  a 
bird  ringed  at  Kempton  Park  Res.  (East)  on  May  17th  1986  was  found  dead  at 
Safira,  Syria  on  Mar.  1st,  3,466  km  southeast.  Previous  recoveries  of  this 
species  ringed  by  the  Hersham  R.G.  and  recovered  in  eastern  Mediterranean 
countries  were  from:  Northern  Sinai,  Egypt  in  1980,  Eliat,  Israel  in  1982  and 
Chhim,  Lebanon  in  1986.  Few  Garden  Warblers  are  controlled  or  retrapped 
more  than  five  years  after  being  ringed,  therefore  a  bird  ringed  at  Yeoveney 
G.P.  on  July  16th  1982  and  retrapped  on  Aug.  1st  this  year  could  be 
considered  worthy  of  mention.  It  is  unusual  not  to  have  any  foreign 
recoveries  of  Blackcap  reported.  A  bird  of  this  species  ringed  at  Egham, 
Surrey  on  Mar.  13th  when  snow  was  still  lying  was  reported  as  a  road  casualty 
at  Elveden,  Suffolk  on  June  22nd.  The  absence  of  any  foreign  recoveries  of 
Chiffchaff  or  Willow  Warbler  was  also  evident.  British  Chiffchaff  recoveries 
included  one  ringed  at  Yeoveney  G.P.  on  Aug.  28th  1986  which  was 
controlled  at  Sandwich  Bay,  Kent  on  Apr.  6th  and  one  ringed  at  Edington, 
Wilts,  on  July  2nd  which  was  controlled  at  the  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Sept. 
12th.  A  Willow  Warbler  ringed  at  Horsey,  Stalham,  Norfolk  on  Aug.  30th 
1985  was  controlled  at  the  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  27th.  Interesting  retrap 
data  on  Willow  Warblers  submitted  by  the  Rye  Meads  R.G.  showed  a  bird 
ringed  on  July  31st  1983  being  retrapped  on  Apr.  20th  and  July  31st  1984, 
Apr.  26th  and  July  12th  1986  and  Apr.  25th  this  year,  nearly  four  years  later. 
Another  ringed  on  Apr.  19th  1984  was  retrapped  on  July  1st  1984,  Apr.  19th 
1985,  Apr.  18th  and  July  18th  this  year,  three  and  a  half  years  later. 

Long-tailed  Tits  seldom  achieve  a  life  span  in  excess  of  five  years;  one 
ringed  at  Theobalds  Park,  Waltham  Cross,  Herts.,  on  Dec.  6th  1981  and 
retrapped  on  Nov.  1st  (nearly  six  years  later)  was  the  third  oldest  longevity 
recorded  for  the  species.  A  juvenile  Willow  Tit  ringed  at  Chobham 
Common,  Surrey  on  July  26th  was  controlled  at  Yeoveney  G.P.  on  Sept. 
19th;  although  only  a  short  distance,  any  movement,  including  dispersal,  is 
seldom  recorded  in  the  London  Area.  The  farthest  Blue  Tit  recovery  was  a 
bird  ringed  at  Yeoveney  G.P.  on  July  12th  1986  and  controlled  at  Rutland 
Water,  near  Leicester,  136  km  distant.  There  were  no  other  recoveries  of  any 
members  of  the  tit  family  over  50  kilometres. 

The  only  foreign  Starling  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Streatham 
Common,  Surrey  on  Apr.  5th  1982  reported  as  taken  by  a  cat  at 
Pas-De-Calais,  France  on  Feb.  2nd,  144  km  south-southwest.  Another  bird 
of  this  species  ringed  at  Potters  Bar,  Herts.,  on  Mar.  28th  1986  was  found 
dead  at  Scunthorpe,  Humberside  on  May  29th.  A  noticeable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  finch  recoveries  was  evident,  no  foreign  recoveries  of  any  species 
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were  reported.  Again  there  was  a  substantial  drop  in  the  number  of 
Greenfinch  recoveries  depicting  movements  through  the  London  Area  to 
and  from  wintering  quarters  in  southwestern  counties.  One  ringed  at 
Bromham,  Wilts,  on  Dec.  8th  1985  was  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr.  7th 
and  26th;  one  ringed  at  the  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Apr.  12th  1986  was 
controlled  at  the  Barrow  Gurney  Res.,  Avon  on  Feb.  8th  and  one  ringed  at 
Wilmington,  Kent  on  Nov.  19th  1986  and  controlled  at  Westbury,  Wilts,  on 
Feb.  28th  were  the  only  recoveries  relating  to  wintering  movements. 
Another  Greenfinch  ringed  at  Epping,  Essex  on  Apr.  10th  1982  was 
controlled  at  Littlebrook,  Kent  on  Apr.  5th,  then  at  Hurst  Green,  Surrey  on 
Nov.  21st.  Although  less  in  number  than  in  1986,  Siskin  recoveries  again 
indicated  northwesterly  movements  to  their  breeding  territories.  One  ringed 
at  the  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  Mar.  24th  was  controlled  at  Handforth, 
Cheshire  on  Apr.  5th.  Two  birds  were  controlled  at  the  Sevenoaks  Reserve: 
one  on  Feb.  9th  which  had  been  ringed  at  Wellington,  Shropshire  on  Apr. 
22nd  1986,  the  other  on  Mar.  10th  had  been  ringed  at  Kirkcudbright, 
Dumfries  and  Galloway  on  May  3rd  1986.  Another  Siskin  ringed  at 
Drumnadrochit,  Highland  Region  on  Mar.  29th  1985  was  controlled  at 
Potters  Bar  on  Apr.  4th.  No  Reed  Bunting  movements  over  50  kilometres 
were  reported  although  it  was  interesting  to  note  that  a  bird  ringed  at 
Crewkerne,  Somerset  in  1984  and  controlled  at  Rye  Meads  in  1986  (see  LBR 
51:164)  was  trapped  again  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr.  17th. 
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Notes  for  Contributors 

The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the 
acceptability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper, 
using  one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines 
should  be  full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists. 
Underlining  should  be  restricted  to  words  to  be  set  in  italics.  Tables  and 
captions  must  be  typed  on  separate  sheets. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  other  animals  require  initial  capitals 
except  after  a  hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names 
should  be  underlined  for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  should  have 
an  initial  capital.  Their  use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in  The  ‘ British  Birds' 
List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic.  Dates  should  take  the  form  Apr.  28th 
1976;  numbers  under  eleven  should  be  spelt  out  in  text;  fractions  should  be 
decimalized;  and,  whenever  possible,  metric  equivalents  should  be  given  in 
brackets  after  English  measurements.  Optional  spellings  should  adopt  the 
forms  recommended  by  Fowler  and/or  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary. 
Abbreviations  should  be  standard.  Full  points  should  be  omitted  from 
well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  but  retained  in  ‘e.g.’, 
i.e.’  and  let  aid.  Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single  not  double. 
Publications  should  not  be  in  quotes,  but  underlined  for  italics.  Parenthesis 
within  brackets  should  be  avoided.  References  need  to  adopt  the  following 
style: 

PARSLOW,  J. ,  1967.  Changes  in  status  among  breeding  birds  in  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Brit.  Birds  60  :  276-1. 

PARSLOW,  J.,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is 
known  and  the  editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  submitted  for  reproduction  on  the  front  cover  and 
inside  pages  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  blockmak¬ 
ing.  If  sent  by  post,  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  if  requested, 
but  only  mistakes  by  the  Printers  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  are  provided,  if  ordered  in 
advance  by  authors.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  direct  to  the  new  Editor, 
M.  J.  Earp,  63  Ivinghoe  Road,  Bushey,  Watford,  WD2  3SW.  (Telephone 
01-950  5906). 
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Introduction 

F  H  (Frank)  Jones  died  in  November  1988,  while  last  year’s  Report  was  in 
press.  He  edited  1 1  issues  of  the  London  Bird  Report  -  for  the  years  1953 
to  1957  and  1963  to  1968  inclusive  -  and  was  a  member  of  the  Records 
Committee  and  contributor  to  the  Report  continuously  from  1953  until  his 
death.  A  full  obituary  appears  in  this  year’s  London  Naturalist  (68:  157). 
Older  members  will  also  be  sad  to  hear  of  the  death,  in  May  1989,  of 
Margaret  Goom.  She  will  probably  be  best  remembered  by  most  as  one  of 
the  Official  Observers  for  Hampton  Court  and  Bushy  Park.  At  about  the 
same  time  Jean  Short,  who  had  done  much  as  LNHS  Publications  Sales 
Secretary  to  increase  sales  of  the  LBR  in  recent  years  and,  coincidentally, 
did  much  of  her  bird-watching  at  Bushy  Park,  sadly  died  while  on  holiday 
in  Orkney. 

There  are  two  changes  of  Recorder  to  note  this  year.  After  nearly  20 
years,  Doug  Boyd  has  stepped  down  as  Recorder  for  Inner  London,  as  has 
Rupert  Hastings  after  some  eight  years  as  Recorder  for  Surrey.  We  extend 
our  considerable  thanks  to  both  Doug  and  Rupert  for  their  major 
contributions  over  many  years.  We  are  lucky  that  Rupert  has  stayed  on  the 
Records  Committee  and  remains  a  contributor  to  the  Report.  Rupert’s 
successor  as  Surrey  Recorder  is  Paul  Salaman,  while  Doug’s  successor  as 
Inner  London  Recorder  is  Ken  Osborne,  latterly  Chairman  of  the  Records 
Committee  and  a  former  Editor  of  the  LBR.  After  five  highly  successful 
years,  Andrew  Moon  has  stepped  down  as  Editor.  During  his  term  of  office 
the  London  Bird  Report  has  grown  in  both  size  and  stature.  His  will  be  a 
hard  act  to  follow.  Andrew  has  succeeded  Ken  Osborne  as  Records 
Committee  Chairman  and  remains  a  major  contributor  to  the  LBR. 

This  Report  welcomes  two  new  writers  of  sections  of  the  systematic  list, 
Brendan  Ryan  and  Nigel  Wheatley,  who  this  year  have  helped  with  the 
passerine  groups  formerly  covered  by  Frank  Jones.  Papers  in  this  issue 
include  the  ninth  of  Jim  Hook’s  regular  ringing  reports;  the  fourth  paper 
in  Mike  Dennis’s  series  on  wintering  birds  in  the  London  Area,  this  time 
covering  wintering  waders;  and  a  report  by  Helen  Baker  on  the  successful 
Inner  London  Sites  Survey  which  she  organised  in  1987-1988.  Mike’s  paper 
is  timely  in  view  of  the  impending  threats  to  wetland  habitats  in  our  Area, 
particularly  to  Rainham  Marsh,  the  site  with  which  he  is  most  closely 
associated.  Helen’s  paper  serves  to  show  how  poorly-recorded  are  many 
species  in  Inner  London.  Papers  for  possible  inclusion  in  next  year’s  Report 
should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  BOU  Records  Committee’s  controversial  proposals  on  changes  to 
English  names  have  not  been  reflected  in  this  year’s  Report.  Scientific 
names  have,  though,  been  incorporated  in  the  systematic  list  so  that,  if  and 
when  certain  English  names  are  brought  up  to  date,  there  will  be  a  degree 
of  continuity.  There  are  also  some  small  changes  in  presentation, 
particularly  involving  simplified  punctuation.  These  changes  not  only  save 
the  writers  and  Editor  much  effort,  they  also,  hopefully,  give  the  Report  a 
more  modern  appearance.  Observers’  initials  have  also  been  omitted  from 
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the  accounts  for  some  species  with  multiple  occurrences,  such  as  Rock  Pipit 
and  Ring  Ouzel  -  which,  together  with  Firecrest,  have  been  dropped  from 
the  list  of  birds  routinely  requiring  descriptions.  Dropping  observers’ 
initials  not  only  saves  space,  it  also  makes  the  text  more  readable.  I  hope 
it  will  not  discourage  observers  from  continuing  to  submit  all  records  of 
such  species.  Any  comments,  adverse  or  otherwise,  on  any  aspect  of  the 
Report  would  be  welcomed,  as  will  any  additional  records  or  corrections  to 
those  published  here. 

I  regret  the  late  appearance  of  this,  my  first  issue  of  the  London  Bird 
Report.  It  should  have  been  the  last  of  the  1980s;  instead,  it  is  the  first  of 
a  new  decade  which  will,  doubtless,  see  further  threats  to  our  birds  and 
their  habitats.  I  hope  that,  with  computerised  production  better-mastered, 
the  Report  for  1989  will  see  a  return  to  autumn  publication. 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area,  conventionally  known  as  ‘the  London  Area’, 
is  the  area  within  20  miles  of  St  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  Area  covers  the 
whole  of  Greater  London  and  parts  of  Hertfordshire,  Essex,  Kent,  Surrey, 
Berkshire  and  Buckinghamshire.  However,  for  continuity  of  recording, 
Watsonian  vice-counties  are  used  in  this  Report  instead  of  the  present 
administrative  areas  (but  note  that  vice-counties  18  and  19  -  South  and 
North  Essex  -  are  lumped  together  as  Essex).  The  vice-county  boundaries 
are  shown  on  the  map  below.  Records  for  the  River  Thames  are  treated 
as  occurring  in  the  vice-county  to  the  south  (ie  Kent  or  Surrey).  There  is 
also  a  special  recording  zone  for  Inner  London.  This  is  a  rectangular  area, 
five  miles  north  to  south,  eight  miles  east  to  west,  centred  on  the  site  of 
the  old  Charing  Cross  on  the  south  side  of  Trafalgar  Square,  which  covers 
parts  of  Middx,  Surrey  and,  just,  Kent. 


crQM  ST.  PAUL’S 


The  names  used  for  certain  sites  are  not  shown  on,  or  differ  from  those 
on,  Ordnance  Survey  maps.  For  example,  Knight,  Bessborough,  Lambeth 
and  Chelsea  Reservoirs  are  collectively  known  as  Walton  Res.  Reservoirs 
in  the  Walthamstow  complex  are  also  treated  together.  Names  of  gravel 
extraction  sites  in  the  upper  Colne  valley  follow  those  in  the  Hertfordshire 
Bird  Report  for  1986  (Trans.  HNHS  30(1):  54-55).  In  general,  names  of 
sites  in  the  lower  Colne  valley  and  in  the  Lea  Valley  follow  Appendices  M 
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and  N  to  The  Birds  of  Hertfordshire  (Gladwin  &  Sage  1986),  but  Harefield 
Moor  GP  is  known  as  Broadwater  GP,  Savay  GP  is  known  as  Savehay  GP, 
and  Holyfield  Marsh  GP  is  known  as  Fishers  Green  in  this  Report.  It  would 
be  helpful  if  these  names  could  be  used  when  submitting  records.  A 
National  Grid  reference  should  be  given  in  any  difficult  or  doubtful  case. 

All  records  of  interest  are  welcome,  from  members  and  non-members 
alike.  These  include  information  on  the  local  status  of  common  species; 
breeding  records;  notes  on  migration,  including  first  and  last  dates  and 
main  movements;  regular  counts  of  wintering  populations;  and  notes  on 
behaviour  and  on  the  occurrence  of  unusual  birds.  Many  of  the  passerines, 
in  particular,  are  under-recorded.  Regular  reports  from  the  same  localities 
are  invaluable  in  assessing  population  trends;  such  reports,  along  with 
comments  on  changes  in  status,  are  always  very  welcome.  Birds  which  are 
common  elsewhere  in  the  Area  may  be  uncommon  or  rare  in  Inner  London 
and  therefore  worth  recording:  there  are  too  few  reports  of  species  nesting 
in  Inner  London,  both  within  and  outside  the  main  parks.  Records  should 
be  sent  to  the  appropriate  Recorder: 


Inner  London 

Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Bucks 


K  C  Osborne,  10  Ellice  Road,  Oxted,  Surrey 
RH8  OPY 

J  Fitzpatrick,  18  Edwick  Court,  High  Street, 
Cheshunt,  Herts  EN8  OAB 

G  J  White,  36  Rve  Road,  Hoddesdon.  Herts 
EN110HR 

P  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Uxbridge, 
Middx  UB8  1NZ 

G  M  Haig,  126  Tudor  Way,  Rickmansworth, 
Herts  WD3  2HL 


Kent  and  Lower  Thames 
(London  Bridge  to  Tilbury) 

Surrey  and  Upper  Thames 
(Staines  to  Wandsworth) 


A  J  Morris,  134  Station  Road,  Cravford, 
Kent  DAI  3QQ 

P  G  W  Salaman,  28  Oakway,  Raynes  Park. 
London  SW20  9JE 


It  will  greatly  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording 
sheets  are  used.  These  are  available  from  the  Recorders  on  request.  Species 
should  be  listed  in  the  sequence  followed  in  this  Report.  Separate  sheets 
should  be  used  for  each  recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  for 
the  period  January  to  July  should  be  submitted  in  August  and  for  the 
period  August  to  December  in  early  January  of  the  following  year. 
Alternatively,  records  may  be  submitted  to  the  editor  of  the  Ornithological 
Bulletin ,  K  F  Betton,  8  Dukes  Close,  Folly  Hill,  Farnham,  Surrey  GU9 
ODR.  Records  submitted  in  this  way  are  automatically  forwarded  to  the 
appropriate  Recorder.  The  Bulletin  is  sent  to  Society  members  bi-monthly 
throughout  the  year.  It  may  not  be  possible  to  include  records  submitted 
after  mid-January  in  the  Report  for  the  previous  year. 

Records  of  nationally  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  81(9):  xv-xvi) 
should  be  submitted,  preferably  via  the  local  Recorder,  to  the  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee  ( BBRC ).  If  sent  direct,  please  send  a  copy  to  the 
Recorder.  Records  of  national  rarities  are  generally  published  in  the 
London  Bird  Report  only  if  acceptance  is  notified  by  BBRC.  Breeding 
records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  81:  102-103)  should  be  sent 
via  the  local  Recorder  to  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  Where  requested, 
records  will  be  treated  in  confidence. 

Records  of  other  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are 
examined  by  the  Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird 
Report.  Published  records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  today's  readers  and 
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those  who  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list  in  future  years.  Therefore,  please 
submit  a  copy  of  your  field  notes  for  all  records  of  species  new  to  the 
London  Area,  all  species  of  less  than  annual  occurrence,  all  out  of  season 
migrants  and  the  following  species: 

Divers  (all  species) 

Red-necked  Grebe 
Slavonian  Grebe 

Black-necked  Grebe  (except  at  regular  haunts) 

Petrels  and  shearwaters  (all  species) 

Gannet 

Shag 

Bittern 

Bewick’s  Swan 
Whooper  Swan 

Wild  geese  (all  species  except  Greylag  and  Canada  Goose) 

Ferruginous  Duck 
Aythya  hybrids 

Sea  ducks  (all  species  including  Scaup) 

Diurnal  raptors  (all  species  except  Sparrowhawk,  Kestrel  and  Hobby,  but 
descriptions  of  Sparrowhawk  and  Hobby  are  required  in  Inner  London) 
Quail 

Spotted  Crake 
Avocet 

Kentish  Plover 
Temminck’s  Stint 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 
Purple  Sandpiper 
Red-necked  Phalarope 
Grey  Phalarope 
Skuas  (all  species) 

Mediterranean  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 
Glaucous  Gull 
Kittiwake 

Terns  (all  species  except  Common  and  Black) 

Auks  (all  species) 

Long-eared  Owl 

Short-eared  Owl  (except  at  regular  haunts) 

Hoopoe 
Wryneck 
Woodlark 
Water  Pipit 

Yellow  Wagtail  (races  other  than  M.  f.  flavissima) 

Cetti’s  Warbler 

Wood  Warbler  (in  autumn) 

Pied  Flycatcher 
Bearded  Tit 
Golden  Oriole 
Red-backed  Shrike 
Great  Grey  Shrike 
Twite 
Crossbill 
Lapland  Bunting 
Snow  Bunting 

This  list  is  not  intended  to  be  comprehensive:  the  species  listed  are, 
essentially,  those  thaOappear  annually  in  the  London  Area  for  which 


8 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  53  FOR  1988 


descriptions  are  required  prior  to  publication.  The  status  of  certain  species, 
especially  waders,  varies  considerably  within  the  Area  and  from  year  to 
year.  The  Society’s  Recorders  reserve  the  right  to  request  a  description  for 
any  species  not  listed.  In  addition,  details  are  required  for  records  of  those 
races  which  are  not  readily  distinguishable  in  the  field.  In  some  cases  this 
will  be  necessary  only  at  times  when  identification  is  considered  critical,  eg 
Pied  Wagtail  of  the  race  alba  (‘White  Wagtail’)  in  autumn. 

Field  notes  should  be  submitted  to  the  appropriate  Recorder  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  observation.  These  should  include  a  description  of  the 
essential  features  on  which  the  identification  was  based,  including  all 
relevant  details  of  appearance,  relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration  and 
distance  of  observation,  and  the  observer's  previous  experience  of  this  and 
similar  species.  Details  of  time,  habitat  and  weather  conditions  are  often 
also  helpful.  A  detailed  and  lengthy  description  is  not  necessarily  required: 
brief  notes  will  often  be  acceptable  for  the  more  regular  species  or  those 
of  particularly  diagnostic  appearance.  In  all  cases,  however,  details  of  the 
observation  should  be  sufficient  to  rule  out  all  confusion  species. 
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Review  of  the  Year 

Four  fewer  species  were  recorded  in  the  London  Area  during  1988  than  in 
1987  -  220  compared  with  224.  For  the  second  year  running,  no  species 
were  added  to  the  London  Area  list  which  now  stands  at  319  species 
recorded  since  1900.  The  two  best  birds  of  the  year,  a  Spotted  Sandpiper 
and  a  Red-throated  Pipit,  were  both  at  the  same  site  (Barn  Elms  Res)  and 
arrived  within  days  of  each  other.  Unfortunately  neither  bird  stayed  for 
long;  they  were  the  second  and  fourth  London  Area  records  respectively. 
Other  notable  birds  were  the  fourth  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  the  fifth 
Long-tailed  Skua,  the  eighth  Serin  and  the  ninth  and  tenth  Richard’s  Pipits, 
as  well  as  a  supporting  cast  that  included  Roseate  Tern  (the  first  for  15 
years),  up  to  four  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  and  two  more  Sabine’s  Gulls  - 
following  on  from  last  year’s  invasion.  Two  other  events  deserve  mention 
here,  firstly  a  big  ‘wreck’  of  Shags  (about  67  birds)  in  February  and  March 
and  an  influx  of  up  to  nine,  presumably  Continental,  Red  Kites  during 
March  and  April. 

A  Garganey  at  Wraysbury  GP  and  a  Ring  Ouzel  at  King  George  V  Res 
on  JANUARY  1st  started  the  year  on  a  most  unseasonal  note.  In  fact  the 
whole  month  was  remarkably  mild,  with  mostly  damp  and  mild  westerly 
conditions  prevailing  throughout.  Two  Ferruginous  Ducks  (at  Stocker’s 
Lake  and  Walthamstow  Res)  remained  from  1987,  as  did  the  wintering 
black-bellied  Dipper  near  St  Albans.  A  Great  Grey  Shrike  at  Barnet  on 
2nd  was,  rather  surprisingly,  the  only  one  of  the  year  and  a  Slavonian  Grebe 
was  present  near  Redhill  the  following  day.  A  flurry  of  reports  on  10th 
included  a  Scaup  at  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at  King 
George  V  Res,  three  Mediterranean  Gulls,  spread  across  the  Area,  and  a 
Cetti’s  Warbler  at  Cheshunt,  which  remained  until  Feb  6th.  The  following 
weekend  ( 16th/l 7th )  was  slightly  better  with  a  Black-throated  Diver  at 
Island  Barn  Res,  a  Red-necked  Grebe  (at  Turnford  Marsh  GP),  another 
Mediterranean  Gull  (at  Rainham)  and  single  Bewick’s  Swan  and  Brent 
Goose  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res  and  Walthamstow  Res  respectively.  The 
rest  of  the  month  was  singularly  dull,  the  only  interesting  sightings  being  a 
Shag  and  two  Mediterranean  Gulls  at  Rainham  on  23rd,  a  Merlin  at  Fishers 
Green  on  26th  and,  finally,  a  Brent  Goose  at  Rainham  and  a  Garganey  at 
Perry  Oaks  SF  on  30th. 

FEBRUARY  continued  as  January  had  started  with  mild  weather  up  to 
23rd  when  cool  northerly  winds  swept  in  from  the  Arctic  to  bring  about  a 
considerable  drop  in  temperature,  but  conditions  were  never  severe. 
During  the  weekend  of  6th/7th  a  Scaup  was  found  at  Barn  Elms  Res,  a 
Glaucous  Gull  was  located  amidst  the  myriad  roosting  gulls  at  Wraysbury 
Res  and  a  Red-necked  Grebe  was  seen  in  west  London.  A  Red-breasted 
Merganser  was  seen  at  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  on  10th  and  rather 
surprisingly  stayed  for  a  month.  Two  Lapland  Buntings  at  Rainham  on  13th 
were  notable  and  a  Black-throated  Diver  flew  along  the  River  Thames  at 
Dartford  the  same  day.  The  following  day  another  Red-necked  Grebe  was 
located,  this  time  at  Buckland  SP,  and  a  Buzzard  was  a  surprise  sighting 
at  Hampstead.  During  the  next  week  the  only  reports  of  note  were  a  Scaup 
at  Crystal  Palace  on  17th  and  two  Shags  on  19th,  one  at  Rainham  along 
with  a  Red-breasted  Merganser,  the  other  at  Walton  Res.  First-winter 
Glaucous  Gulls,  arriving  with  the  cold  weather,  were  seen  at  Staines  Res 
on  21st  and  King  George  V  Res  on  24th.  More  Shags  arrived  on  25th  when 
there  were  seven  at  Stanstead  Abbots  GP  with  another  nine  at  Wraysbury 
Res  the  following  day;  a  further  five  birds  had  appeared  by  the  end  of  the 
month.  Two  Glaucous  Gulls  were  frequenting  the  rubbish  tip  at  Rainham 
on  27th  and  the  next  day  five  Bewick’s  Swans  spent  a  short  time  at 
Tyttenhanger  GP. 
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The  first  six  days  of  MARCH  were  dominated  by  Shags,  with  a  further 
seven  sites  receiving  birds.  In  all  there  were  sightings  from  19  different 
localities  during  the  month,  the  most  at  any  site  being  12  near  Waterloo 
Bridge  on  18th.  Also  during  this  period  three  more  Mediterranean  Gulls 
were  seen  and  a  long-staying  Red-crested  Pochard  arrived  at  Littlebrook 
GP,  where  a  Lapland  Bunting  was  present  on  5th.  The  northerly  winds 
were  presumably  responsible  for  the  appearance  of  two  flocks  of  Kittiwa- 
kes:  five  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  5th  and  1 1  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  6th. 
On  10th,  17  Bewick’s  Swans  were  unexpected  and  brief  visitors  to  Ruislip 
Lido  and  the  count  of  Shags  near  Vauxhall  Bridge  reached  11.  Two 
Glaucous  Gulls  were  together  at  Littlebrook  GP  on  12th.  During  the  next 
three  days  Great  Northern  Divers  were  found  at  King  George  VI  and 
Queen  Mother  Reservoirs  and  other  highlights  included  three  Common 
Scoters  at  Rainham,  three  Bewick’s  Swans  at  Stocker's  Lake  and  a  pair  of 
Scaup  in  Surrey  Docks.  Mild  weather  followed  and  clearly  encouraged 
early  migrants  since  both  Sand  Martin  and  Wheatear  arrived  on  19th.  The 
first  of  many  Red  Kites  was  at  Broxbourne  on  21st,  with  the  first  Black¬ 
necked  Grebe  (at  Staines  Res)  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers  (at  Beddington 
SF)  also  appearing  the  same  day.  Many  more  migrants  were  seen  before 
the  end  of  the  month  along  with  four  more  Red  Kites  and  an  Eider  at 
Staines  Res  on  31st. 

The  weather  during  APRIL  was  dominated  by  anticyclonic  conditions, 
with  generally  light  (often  easterly)  winds,  but  slightly  below  average 
temperatures.  A  splendid  total  of  around  30  Ring  Ouzels  was  seen  during 
the  month  and  other  migrant  totals  included  five  Firecrests  and  seven 
Redstarts,  which  were  closer  to  average  spring  totals.  The  first  few  days 
were  fairly  quiet,  another  Red  Kite  was  seen,  this  time  at  Brentwood,  on 
7th  when  a  Merlin  was  seen  at  Berwick  Ponds  and  an  early  Arctic  Tern 
flew  over  Walthamstow  Res  on  9th.  By  the  following  weekend  ( 1 6th/  17th) 
the  first  Pied  Flycatchers  and  Swifts  had  arrived.  Sand  Martins  were  being 
seen  in  encouraging  numbers,  a  count  of  434  at  Cheshunt  GP  being  the 
most  notable,  and  yet  another  Red  Kite  was  seen,  at  Berwick  Ponds.  The 
pace  livened  up  considerably  during  the  remainder  of  the  month  with  two 
more  Red  Kites  (near  Redhill  and  Thamesmead),  two  Marsh  Harriers  (at 
Amwell  GP  and  Dagenham  Chase),  two  Ospreys  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  a 
Buzzard  at  Beddington  SF.  On  the  wader  front,  a  record  of  four  Avocets 
at  Rainham  was  the  highlight  followed  by  at  least  24  Black-tailed  Godwits 
at  five  sites,  including  13  at  Staines  Res  on  29th,  as  well  as  six  Spotted 
Redshanks  and  a  Wood  Sandpiper.  A  good  arrival  of  96  Arctic  Terns  was 
noted  at  King  George  V  Res  on  25th,  but  no  more  than  three  were  seen 
elsewhere. 

The  best  month  for  unexpected  visitors  during  the  spring  is  usually  MAY 
and  this  year  was  no  exception  with  several  exceptional  birds  being  seen. 
The  first  was  a  fine  male  Montagu's  Harrier  at  Hornchurch  on  2nd  followed 
by  a  fly-by  spoonbill  at  Beddington  SF  on  4th,  when  a  Temminck’s  Stint 
was  seen  at  Staines  Res.  On  6th  the  winds  turned  to  the  east  (and  remained 
in  that  direction  until  16th)  with  instant  results:  14  Black  Terns  arrived  at 
Barn  Elms  Res  and  during  the  next  two  days  a  further  124  birds  were  seen 
at  11  localities,  but  the  passage  ended  as  abruptly  as  it  had  begun.  During 
this  spell  of  easterlies  other  notable  regulars  included  six  Little  Terns  (three 
sites),  four  Temminck’s  Stints  (three  sites)  and  an  Avocet.  On  13th  an  after¬ 
work  visitor  to  Barn  Elms  Res  found  an  immaculate  summer  plumaged 
Red-throated  Pipit;  only  only  one  other  lucky  observer  reached  the  venue 
in  time.  Only  three  days  later  the  same  site  was  graced  by  a  Spotted 
Sandpiper,  complete  with  spots;  dawn  the  following  day  was  a  fine  sight, 
but  all  the  reservoir  banks  were  deserted  ...  Northerly  winds  until  19th 
cooled  the  temperature  slightly  but  a  Fulmar  at  Amwell  GP  and  a  Black- 
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necked  Grebe  and  four  Avocets  at  Perry  Oaks  on  18th  were  not 
discouraged.  Active  migration  after  19th  tailed  off  considerably  as  winds 
swung  to  the  south-west;  remaining  highlights  included  a  Red-backed 
Shrike  at  Queen  Mary  Res  on  23rd,  two  Golden  Orioles  (both  in  Surrey), 
two  more  Avocets  (at  Tyttenhanger  GP)  and  there  were  still  six  Shags  near 
Waterloo  Bridge  on  26th. 

Very  few  notable  birds  were  seen  during  JUNE.  40  Ringed  Plovers  at 
Perry  Oaks  on  4th  were  presumably  of  the  larger  northern  race  that 
traditionally  passes  through  our  Area  very  late.  Little  Terns  were  seen  at 
Wm  Girling  on  9th  and  King  George  V  from  10th  to  12th,  with  two  more 
at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  17th.  A  drake  Common  Scoter  at  King  George  V 
on  25th  (until  28th)  was  unseasonal,  as  was  a  Scaup  on  nearby  Wm  Girling 
on  26th  (which  remained  until  September).  The  last  report  of  note  during 
the  month  was  an  adult  Mediterranean  Gull  at  Stone  on  30th. 

The  wettest  July  for  over  50  years  was  hardly  conducive  for  a  good 
BREEDING  SEASON,  however  not  all  species  did  badly.  Great  Crested 
Grebes  declined  from  216  pairs  (in  1987)  to  187,  and  Mute  Swan  fell  from 
60  to  49  breeding  pairs,  although  this  may  only  represent  variation  in 
recording  patterns.  42  pairs  of  Pochard  were  close  to  the  previous  record 
total  while  it  was  the  best  year  yet  for  Ruddy  Duck.  Rather  surprisingly, 
in  view  of  the  wet  weather,  Hobby  continued  to  consolidate  recent  gains 
with  seven  successful  pairs  (the  best  yet).  Common  Sandpiper  may  have 
bred  at  Amwell  GP  -  the  last  occasion  of  confirmed  breeding  in  the  London 
Area  was  in  1967.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (one  pair)  and  Herring  Gull 
(two  pairs)  were  within  the  tolerance  levels  of  recent  seasons.  Common 
Terns  continued  their  expansion,  helped  by  the  proliferation  of  purpose- 
built  rafts:  at  least  86  pairs  bred,  another  record  total.  Both  Kingfisher 
(assisted  by  the  mild  winter)  and  Nightingale  did  well;  the  latter  reached 
34  singing  males  (up  from  23  in  1986).  Conversely  Wood  Warbler  (no 
proved  breeding)  had  a  disastrous  year  and  Spotted  Flycatchers  declined  in 
some  areas.  Finally,  on  a  more  optimistic  note  the  total  of  seven  singing 
male  Firecrests  was  very  encouraging. 

JULY  is  usually  one  of  the  quietest  months  of  the  year  and  1988,  with 
the  wettest  July  for  over  50  years,  was  no  exception.  Highlights  of  the  first 
four  weeks  were  a  Buzzard  over  Foots  Cray  Meadows  on  2nd,  two  Little 
Terns  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  9th,  Crossbills  at  Hatfield  Park  (two)  on  12th 
and  Oxshott  Heath  on  16th  and  the  year’s  biggest  Little  Ringed  Plover 
count:  32  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  17th.  Another  Crossbill  at  Oxshott  Heath 
on  29th  coincided  with  the  Green  Sandpiper  peak  -  30  at  Rainham  Marsh 
-  and  the  following  day  brought  a  flurry  of  notable  wader  counts:  seven 
Oystercatchers  flew  S  at  Queen  Mother  Res,  three  Sanderling  were  at 
Wraysbury  Res  and  122  Dunlin  at  Perry  Oaks  SF.  The  month  ended  on  a 
rather  more  spectacular  note  on  31st  when  two  spoonbills  flew  over  Kenley 
and  a  rather  early  Arctic  Skua  flew  over  King  George  VI  Res. 

The  first  two  weeks  of  AUGUST  were  mainly  quite  settled  and  warm 
and,  apart  from  eight  Oystercatchers  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  7th,  there  was 
little  of  note  until  14th,  when  a  juvenile  Red-necked  Phalarope  appeared 
at  Staines  Res,  the  third  there  in  six  years.  Ring-necked  Parakeets  are  a 
regular  sight  on  our  south-western  boundary  but  a  noisy  80+  counted  at 
Wraysbury  GP  on  17th  were  exceptional.  A  major  London  prize  was  found 
at  West  Thurrock  outfall  on  20th  -  a  delightfully  obliging  Roseate  Tern. 
The  pace  subsequently  hotted  up  quite  nicely,  with  the  last  eight  days 
producing  two  Spotted  Crakes  (at  Dagenham  Chase  on  24th  and  Wraysbury 
GP  on  31st)  and  a  Quail  at  Epsom  Common  on  25th,  eight  Crossbills 
heading  W  over  Dagnam  Park  on  27th,  a  Marsh  Harrier  at  Buckland  SP 
and  14  Arctic  Terns  at  Amwell  GP  on  28th,  and  a  Peregrine  at  Staines  Res 
on  29th.  Two  juvenile  Mediterranean  Gulls  at  Amwell  GP  on  30th  were  a 


12 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  53  FOR  1988 


most  unusual  sight  in  London  -  no  more  than  three  of  this  age  had  been 
seen  before.  Finally,  Manx  Shearwaters  appeared  at  King  George  V  Res 
on  29th  and  at  Wembley  Park  on  31st,  two  or  three  days  ahead  of  schedule! 

SEPTEMBER  began  with  some  extremely  vigorous  westerly  weather, 
but  the  pickings  were  fairly  modest.  Two  Grey  Phalaropes  appeared  (at 
Hilfield  Park  Res  on  3rd  and  King  George  VI  Res  on  4th)  along  with  a 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  4th  and,  predictably,  Manx 
Shearwaters  at  West  Thurrock  and  Cheshunt  on  3rd  and  Holloway,  N7,  on 
5th.  Also  during  the  first  week  a  Marsh  Harrier  flew  through  Beddington 
SF  on  4th,  followed  by  75  Whimbrel  over  there  the  next  day,  two  Inner 
London  Sandwich  Terns  at  Tower  Bridge  on  6th  and  90  Black  Terns  across 
the  Area  on  7th.  Black-necked  Grebes  at  Staines  Res  peaked  at  this  time, 
with  14  there  on  3rd.  During  an  extremely  good  autumn  nationally  Curlew 
Sandpipers  peaked  at  12  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  9th,  two  days  before  the  only 
Wryneck  of  the  autumn  was  found  at  Fairlop.  An  Eider  appeared  at 
Dagenham  Chase  on  12th  and  another  Manx  Shearwater  at  Queen  Mary 


Res  on  14th.  A  controversial  skua  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  16th  and  17th 
was  eventually  confirmed  as  an  immature  Long-tailed  -  this  species  gets  no 
easier!  The  17th  was  a  good  day,  with  17  Grey  Plovers  at  King  George  V 
Res,  a  Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Beddington  SF,  eight  Curlew  Sandpipers  at 
West  Thurrock  and  a  Red-backed  Shrike  in  the  grounds  of  Bletchingly 
Church.  Also  two  early  Slavonian  Grebes  dropped  in  -  at  Staines  Res  on 
16th  and  Walton  Res  on  19th.  Most  unpredictably,  two  juvenile  Sabine’s 
Gulls  were  found  on  23rd,  one  at  Hilfield  Park  Res,  the  other,  an  extremely 
obliging  individual,  at  West  Thurrock.  The  25th  was  a  skua  day  -  a  light- 
phase  adult  Pomarine  flew  over  King  George  V  and  Wm  Girling  Reservoirs 
and  five  Arctics  over  Staines  Res.  The  month  ended  on  another  high  with 
a  Richard’s  Pipit  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  29th  and  a  Leach’s  Petrel  at  Barn 
Elms  Res  on  30th. 

OCTOBER  1988  was,  nationally,  an  exceptional  month  for  eastern 
vagrants  and  it  is  nice  to  record  that  the  London  Area  received  one  or  two 
visitors  from  that  quarter.  However,  perhaps  our  most  obvious  event  was 
an  arrival  of  rare  grebes,  with  four  Slavonian  and  nine  Red-necked 
appearing  during  the  month.  Some  observers  had  more  spectacular  finds, 
though:  on  5th  a  Hoopoe  flew  past  one  fortunate  individual  at  Broadwater 
GP  and  on  7th  a  Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  identified  at  Kempton  Park  Res. 
On  12th  a  young  male  Dartford  Warbler  was  found  at  Beddington  SF  and 
the  following  day  a  Richard’s  Pipit  at  Wraysbury  GP,  which  was  gratefully 
added  to  many  London  lists  during  its  long  stay.  A  Pectoral  Sandpiper  on 
14th  at  Netherhall  GP  and  Rye  Meads  SF  was  a  comparative  rarity  in  the 
Lea  Valley,  and  two  Arctic  Skuas  over  Regent's  Park  the  same  day  were 
likewise  for  Inner  London.  The  autumn's  first  Merlin  zipped  by  at  Staines 
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Res  on  20th  and  two  late  Sandwich  Terns  were  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  21st. 
An  Osprey  was  photographed  in  the  Lea  Valley  on  22nd  and  another 
Merlin  was  seen  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  23rd.  A  Yellow-browed  Warbler  on 
Wimbledon  Common  on  25th  was  found  by  the  same  observer  who  added 
Pallas’s  Warbler  to  the  London  list  in  1985!  Brent  Goose  movement  was 
obvious  by  now  -  15  flew  over  Beddington  SF  on  22nd,  34  more  on  23rd 
and  another  26  on  26th,  all  heading  W  or  SW.  The  30th  was  a  good  day 
with  seven  Bewick’s  Swans  at  King  George  V  Res,  a  late  Arctic  Skua  over 
Dagnam  Park,  12  Bearded  Tits  at  Berwick  Ponds,  an  adult  Glaucous  Gull 
at  Rainham  Marsh  and  five  Firecrests  at  three  sites.  The  month  ended  with 
a  Little  Auk  at  King  George  V  Res  on  31st. 

More  Firecrests  turned  up  during  an  influx  of  Goldcrests  in  the  first  few 
days  of  NOVEMBER,  with  six  appearing  at  four  sites  between  1st  and  5th. 
Grebes  were  again  to  the  fore,  with  two  Slavonians  and  11  Red-neckeds 
showing  up  during  the  month.  During  the  first  week  other  highlights  were 
a  Bewick’s  Swan  at  Amwell  GP  on  3rd,  a  Lapland  Bunting  at  Romford  the 
same  day  and  a  Cetti’s  Warbler  at  Stanstead  Abbots  GP  from  5th.  The  5th 
was  a  definite  ‘Hen  Harrier  day’,  with  two  at  Rainham  Marsh,  plus  singles 
at  Fairlop,  Walthamstow  Res  and  Wraysbury  GP.  Nationally  the  winter 
will  be  well  remembered  for  the  remarkable  Waxwing  invasion,  and 
London’s  first  appeared  at  Lambeth  on  9th.  On  1 1th  a  flock  of  33  Common 
Scoters  graced  Wm  Girling  Res  and  a  Snow  Bunting  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Res.  The  autumn’s  second  Eider  was  briefly  at  Barn  Elms  Res  on  16th. 
There  was  another  Waxwing  on  18th,  this  time  at  Bowyers  GP.  Observers 


out  on  20th  did  well,  with  a  Great  Northern  Diver  on  Roy  don  GP,  Bewick’s 
Swans  at  Wm  Girling  Res  (ten)  and  Tyttenhanger  GP  (nine),  together  with 
another  Snow  Bunting,  Common  Scoters  at  Staines  Res  (12)  and  Cheshunt 
GP  (11)  and  a  noteworthy  flock  of  seven  of  the  much  rarer  Velvet  Scoter 
at  Wm  Girling  Res.  The  following  day  a  different  Great  Northern  Diver 
was  found  at  Fairlop  Lake  and  the  year’s  only  Long-tailed  Duck  at  Staines 
Res.  The  quality  continued  into  the  last  week,  with  a  Merlin  at  Wraysbury 
GP  on  24th,  Bitterns  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  26th  and  Brent  Res  on  27th, 
another  five  Waxwings,  this  time  in  Epping  Forest  on  26th,  a  Red  Kite  at 
Dulwich  on  27th,  an  adult  Glaucous  Gull  on  28th  at  King  George  V  Res 
and  Peregrines  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  27th  and  Regent’s  Park  on  30th. 
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DECEMBER  was  remarkably  mild,  but  was  not  without  interest. 
Another  Slavonian  Grebe  and  four  Red-neckeds  were  found  before  the 
year's  end,  though  they  may  have  been  re-circulating  individuals  that  had 
turned  up  earlier.  Although  Brent  Geese  were  seen  to  move  through  only 
once  (c20  heading  SW  over  Esher).  White-fronts  were  seen  in  flocks  of  40+ 
on  four  dates  from  14th.  In  addition,  two  Scaup  on  King  George  V  Res  on 
7th,  three  more  Waxwings  (two  at  Leatherhead  on  9th  and  one  near  Staines 
Res  on  14th)  and  the  first  Razorbill  since  1983  -  a  confiding  individual  on 
Fairlop  Lake  from  10th  -  were  all  seen  during  the  first  two  weeks.  Glaucous 
Gulls  appeared  twice  more  -  an  adult  at  Littlebrook  GP  on  18th  and  a  first- 
winter  bird  at  Stone  rubbish  tip  on  22nd  -  as  did  Waxwings  -  two  in  Bushy 
Park  on  20th  and  another  two  in  Epping  Forest  on  28th.  A  Spotted 
Redshank  at  Queen  Mother  Res  on  20th  was  unseasonal,  unlike  an  Iceland 
Gull  in  Epping  on  24th,  though  perhaps  even  this  was  unexpected  in  the 
mild  weather!  Just  before  Christmas  a  Quail  (of  perhaps  dubious  origin!) 
was  found  at  Ponders  End.  Although  some  18  Short-eared  Owls  were 
present  in  the  Area  at  the  year's  end,  there  were  akmost  five  Long-eared. 
Thankfully,  Smew  at  some  seven  sites  maintained  the  winter  flavour  into 
1989. 
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Mrs  W  A  Hatton 
(WAH) 

A  Hawkins  (AHw) 

L  Hayleet  (LH) 

P  Hazelhurst  (PHa) 

J  A  Hazell  (JAH) 

C  D  R  Heard  (CDRH) 
C  Herbert  (CHt) 

J  Herbert  (JH) 

R  J  Herbert  (RJH) 

D  Hewlett  (DH) 

P  Hill  (PHI) 

S  H  Hill  (SHH) 

R  S  Hoad  (RSH) 

Miss  V  E  Hoare  (VEH) 
P  Holt  (PHt) 

J  D  Hook  (JDH) 

R  Horrocks  (RH) 

Ms  H  Houghton  (HH) 

J  W  Houghton  (JWH) 

R  E  Howlett  (REH) 

D  M  Hurley  (DMH) 

K  H  Hvatt  (KHH) 

Ms  P  Hyde  (PHe) 

W  R  Ingram  (WRI) 

A  James  (AJm) 

A  T  James  (ATJ) 

G  James  (GJ) 

G  C  D  James  (GCDJ) 

A  Jaques  (AJ) 

D  G  Johnson  (DGJ) 

W  Johnson  (WJ) 

P  Jones  (PJs) 

S  Jones  (SJ) 

M  Jordan  (MJ) 

C  R  Jupp  (CRJ) 

Miss  M  Keeper  (MK) 

A  Keeling  (AK) 

Mrs  C  Keeling  (CKg) 
Mrs  C  Kelly  (CKy)^ 
Prof  K  A  Kermack 
(KAK) 

Mrs  E  Kettle  (EK) 

R  H  Kettle  (RHK) 

E  W  L  Keymer 
(EWLK) 

D  King  (DK) 


J  King  (JK) 

M  P  Kings  (MPK) 

D  Kirkman  (DKn) 

D  Lambert  (DLt) 

C  Lamsdell  (CL) 

D  K  Lamsdell  (DKL) 

G  B  Langley  (GBL) 

M  Lawford  (MLd) 

T  J  Lawrence  (TJL) 

A  Lawson  (ALn) 

M  Lawson  (MLn) 

R  Leighton  (RL) 

D  Lennard  (DLd) 

P  M  Leolard  (PML) 

A  Lester  (ALr) 

J  Levy  (JLy) 

M  Lewis  (MLw) 

T  Lewis  (TL) 

Miss  A  Lightfoot  (ALt) 
D  J  Lindo  (DJL) 

Ms  V  Logue  (VL) 

N  MacFarlane  (NMf) 

M  McKee  (MM) 

C  J  Mackenzie  — Grieve 
(CJM) 

R  G  Mackett  (RGM) 

H  Mackie  (HM) 

I  McLean  (IM1) 

I  McWilton  (IMw) 

A  Manvell  (AMI) 

Dr  M  Marshall  (MM1) 

P  Massini  (PM) 

D  J  May  (DJMv) 

H  P  Medhurst  (HPM) 

A  P  Merritt  (APM) 

S  Mesquita  (SMq) 

G  D  J  Messenbird 
(GDJM) 

M  J  Messenger  (MJM) 
N  Metcalfe  (NMe) 

C  R  Miles  (CRMs) 

C  R  Miller  (CRMr) 

N  Minns  (NMs) 

Mrs  S  Minns  (SMi) 

B  Mist  (BM) 

D  Mitchell  (DMi) 

M  Mitchell  (MMi) 

D  J  Montier  (DJMr) 

A  V  Moon  (AVM) 

T  More  ton  (TM) 

R  L  Morgan  (RLM) 

A  J  Morris  (AJM) 

D  J  Morris  (DJMs) 

P  A  J  Morris  (PAJM) 

R  P  Morris  (RPM) 


CONTRIBUTORS  TO  THE  SYSTEMATIC  LIST 
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R  E  Morton  (REM)  J  Quail  (JQ) 

J  R  Mullins  (JRM) 

G  F  A  Munns  (GFAM)  A  Rae  (AR) 

G  Ralph  (GRh) 


Mrs  S  Munns  (SMs) 

Dr  D  A  Murdock 
(DAM) 

S  H  Murray  (SHM) 

A  Musselwhite  (AMe) 

B  Musselwhite  (BMe) 

P  Naylor  (PN) 

T  Neal  (TN) 

B  G  Nelson  (BGN) 

M  J  Netherwood  (MJN) 
S  P  Newman  (SPN) 

G  C  Nicholas  (GCN) 

A  M  Nisbet  (AMN) 

S  Nixon  (SN) 

K  Noble  (KN) 

M  Norris  (MNr) 

M  Nowers  (MNw) 

D  E  Nye  (DEN) 


C  Ogston  (CO) 

P  J  Oliver  (PJO) 

A  Orr  (AOr) 

A  Osborne  (AOe) 

K  C  Osborne  (KCO) 
M  Owen  (MO) 


G  D  Palmer  (GDP) 

K  H  Palmer  (KHP) 

S  K  Palmer  (SKP) 

S  Papps  (SPs) 

D  Parish  (DPh) 

Mrs  M  M  Parrilla 
(MMP) 

S  Paston  (SPn) 

K  Patrick  (KPk) 

E  Paxton  (EP) 

S  Pearce  (SPe) 

A  M  Pearson  (AMP) 

A  Pearson  (APn) 

K  Pepper  (KPr) 

A  Perrins  (APs) 

M  Pensan  (MPe) 

S  Pickering  (SPg) 

S  Pickier  (SPr) 

C  W  Plant  (CWP) 

M  Potter  (MPo) 

R  Potter  (RP) 

R  M  C  Potter  (RMCP) 
B  Preece  (BP) 

E  J  Pritchard  (EJP) 
Mrs  J  B  Proctor  (JBP) 
K  L  Purdey  (KLP) 


D  Rear  (DRe) 

J  Rear  (JRr) 

J  Redwood  (JR) 

B  Reed  (BR) 

Alexandra  Park  & 
Wood  Green 
Reservoir  Bird 
Report  (APBR) 

East  Berks  Bird  Report 
(EBBR) 


Essex  Birdwatching 
Society  (EBS) 

Harrow  Natural  History 
Society  (HHS) 
Hertfordshire  Natural 
History  Society 
(HNHS) 

Ruislip  &  District 
Natural  History 
Society  (RDNHS) 
Surbiton  &  District 
Birdwatching  Society 
(SDBS) 

R  South  (RS) 


Hampstead  Heath  P  A  Spencer  (PAS) 
Ornithological  Report  D  Spivack  (DSk) 


(HHOR) 

Sevenoaks  Nature 
Reserve  (SNR) 

E  Richards  (ER) 

G  A  Richards  (GAR) 
G  J  Richards  (GJR) 

A  J  Roberts  (AJR) 

G  Roberts  (GRo) 

S  A  Robinson  (SAR) 

E  P  Rogers  (EPR) 

S  Roper  (SR) 

J  E  Rose  (JER) 

M  Russell  (MR) 

M  D  Russell  (MDR) 

B  A  Ryan  (BAR) 

P  G  W  Salaman 
(PGWS) 

D  Sampson  (DSn) 

J  A  Sayers  (JAS) 
ASM  Self  (ASMS) 
Mrs  M  Shaw  (MSw) 

M  E  Shaw  (MES) 

N  Shaw  (NSw) 

Dr  J  M  Simister  (JMS) 
J  A  Simpson  (JASn) 
Mrs  M  Sims  (MSs) 

P  Sims  (PS) 

N  Sinden  (NSn) 

S  Skelton  (SS) 

M  Smedley  (MSy) 

T  R  Smeeton  (TRS) 

A  Smith  (AS) 

D  Smith  (DSh) 

Mrs  D  P  O  Smith 
(DPOS) 

G  Smith  (GS) 

Dr  K  W  Smith  (KWS) 
J  T  Smith  (JTS) 

R  E  Smith  (RES) 

C  Smout  (CS) 


S  J  Spooner (SJS) 

Miss  K  E  Springett 
(KES) 

Miss  E  Stainthorpe 
(ES) 

B  Stanbridge  (BS) 

P  J  Stead  (PJSd) 

N  Stock  (NSk) 

P  J  Strangeman  (PJSn) 
J  Swan  (JS) 

A  S  Sweetland  (ASS) 


B  Taggart  (BTa) 

M  G  Telfer  (MGT) 
Mrs  B  Temple  (BTe) 
J  H  Terry  (JHT) 

R  H  Terry  (RHT) 

J  A  Tester  (JAT) 

M  Thain  (MTn) 

B  J  Thomas  (BJT) 

J  Tilbrook  (JTi) 

R  Tomlin  (RTn) 

A  D  Tomlins  (ADT) 
S  Tomlins  (ST) 

P  Tout  (PT) 

C  Townsend  (CTd) 

B  Trevis  (BTs) 

M  Trier  (MTr) 

D  M  Tuck  (DMT) 

R  Tuck  (RTk) 

C  Turner  (CTr) 

E  Turner  (ET) 

I  Turner  (IT) 

M  Twiggs  (MTs) 

T  Twiggs  (TT) 

F  Twilley  (FT) 

J  Tyler  (JTr) 


B  M  Utton  (BMU) 
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Friends  of  Roding 
Valley  (FRV) 

A  Vaughan  (AV) 

W  Varney  (WV) 

Mrs  L  Veale  (LV) 

Dr  D  Venters  (DVs) 
P  J  Vines  (PJV) 

M  S  Wallen  (MSW) 
Mrs  M  Waller  (MWr) 
J  S  Walshe  (JSW) 

R  Walshe  (RWe) 

S  Walshe  (SWe) 

P  D  Walton  (PDW) 

I  P  Ward  (IPW) 

Mrs  S  Ward  (SWd) 

D  Washington  (DW) 
MWR  Washington 
(MWRW) 

J  Waterman  (JWa) 


D  Watson  (DWn) 

R  J  Watts  (RJW) 

C  Weight  (CWt) 

R  Weller  (RWr) 

J  J  Wheatley  (JJW) 

N  R  Wheatley  (NRW) 
B  Whiskin  (BWn) 

D  J  White  (DJW) 

G  J  White  (GJW) 

J  T  White  (JTW) 

Dr  J  J  Whitelaw 
(JJWw) 

P  Whiteman  (PWn) 

J  P  P  Wilczur  (JPPW) 
C  Wilkins  (CWk) 

R  Wilks  (RWs) 

F  T  Willey  (FTW) 

L  R  Williams(LRW) 

D  Wills  (DWs) 

D  L  Wills  (DLW) 


A  D  Wilson  (ADW) 
J  Wilson  (JWi) 

J  A  Wilson  (JAW) 

N  Wilson  (NWi) 

C  Winterman  (CWn) 
N  Winterman  (NWn) 
R  Winterman  (RWn) 
S  Winterman  (SW) 

C  Wood  (CWd) 

P  Wood  (PWd) 

R  Wood  (RWd) 

S  Wood  (SWo) 

R  Woodward  (RWo) 
J  Woodley  (JWy) 

B  E  Wright  (BEW) 

G  L  Wright  (GLW) 

J  Wright  (JW) 

R  Young  (RY) 


19 


Birds  of  the  London  Area  1988 


with  Additions  and  Corrections  for  previous  years 

A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF  ST  PAUL’S 
CATHEDRAL 

Species  are  presented  in  the  systematic  list  in  Voous  order  (K  H  Voous 
1977,  List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species).  Species  numbers  follow  the 
list  in  the  Surrey  Bird  Report  for  1979,  except  that  species  formerly  treated 
as  subspecies  are  distinguished  by  suffix  letters. 

North,  south,  east  and  west  are  abbreviated  to  N,  S,  E  and  W 
respectively.  Similarly,  for  direction  of  flight,  cardinal  points  are  shortened 
to  N,  NE,  NNE  etc.  Other  abbreviations  are: 


LBR 

=  London  Bird  Report 

Res 

=  Reservoir 

GC 

—  Golf  Course 

GP 

=  Gravel  Pit 

NR 

=  Nature  Reserve 

PS 

=  Power  Station 

RG 

=  Ringing  Group 

SF 

=  Sewage  Farm  (or  Works) 

SP 

=  Sand  Pit 

WCB 

=  Watercress  Beds 

A  full  list  of  observers  appears  just  before  the  systematic  list.  Observers’ 
initials  (as  given  in  the  list  of  observers)  are  shown  against  principal 
records.  Where  two  or  more  observers  have  the  same  initials,  they  are 
distinguished  by  the  use  of  a  suffix  letter.  The  abbreviation  ‘mo’,  used  for 
long-stay  records,  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

The  recording  areas  within  the  London  Area  -  see  p.  5  —  are  signified 
by  initials  in  the  report:  E  —  Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire  (usually  abbreviated 
to  Herts),  M  =  Middlesex  (Middx),  B  =  Buckinghamshire  (Bucks),  K  = 
Kent  and  S  =  Surrey.  Unless  stated  otherwise,  references  to  Bucks,  Essex, 
Herts,  Kent  and  Surrey  mean  the  parts  of  the  relevant  vice-counties  within 
the  London  Area.  Records  for  the  Inner  London  recording  area  are  usually 
given  under  the  relevant  county  heading  but  in  tables  they  may  be  shown 
separately,  when  the  abbreviation  IL  may  be  used. 

All  observations  from  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs  are  published  as  Essex 
records,  though  several  of  them  are  partly  in  Middx.  Similarly,  all 
observations  from  Stocker’s  Lake  are  published  as  Herts  records,  though 
it  is  partly  in  Middx,  while  records  from  Tilehouse  North  GP  are  all  shown 
under  Bucks,  though  it  is  partly  in  Herts.  Records  from  South  Norwood 
Country  Park  appear  under  Kent,  though  the  site  straddles  the  border  with 
Surrey;  it  is  also  known  as  South  Norwood  SF  and  as  Elmers  End  SF. 

A  detailed  map  of  the  London  Area  (such  as  the  RAC  1:100,000  map 
London  &  Home  Counties)  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation  of 
many  of  the  records  ip  this  report.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the 
Society’s  books  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (2nd  edn,  1964)  and  Atlas 
of  Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  and  to  previous  London  Bird 
Reports ,  which  together  give  the  continuous  history  of  species  from  1900. 

Sightings  of  more  than  one  bird  (where  they  are  known  to  have  arrived 
together)  are  treated  as  one  record.  Running  totals  in  the  systematic  list 
refer  to  numbers  of  records  and  individuals  in  the  London  Area  since  1900. 
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2  Black-throated  Diver  Gaviaarctica 

K  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  one  on  Feb  13th  flew  off  W  (DDa). 

5  Island  Barn  Res,  one  on  Jan  16th  and  29th  (CL,  SJS). 

There  have  now  been  about  53  records  since*  1970,  so  these  two 
records  are  about  average,  though  well  below  the  level  established 
during  the  cold  spells  of  the  three  previous  years. 

1985  Additional  Record 
E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Jan  7th  (SJCx). 

3  Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

E  Fairlop  Lake,  an  adult  from  Nov  21st  to  Dec  9th  (AB1  et  al). 

Roydon  GP,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Nov  20th  (GJW,  ADW). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  the  bird  first  seen  in  December  1987  was  last 
seen  on  Jan  24th  (mo);  another  bird  was  present  from  Mar  13th  to 
20th  (AVM,  PN  et  al). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  from  Mar  15th  to  18th  (JASn  et  al). 

It  seems  likely  that  five  birds  were  involved  in  this  year's  sightings, 
about  the  norm  for  recent  years. 

Divers/7  Gavia  sp 

E  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  one  flew  upriver  on  Feb  7th  (AB1). 

6  Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

Localities  holding  breeding  pairs  (with  numbers  of  pairs  or  broods 
in  brackets)  and  largest  counts  in  each  sector  are  given  below. 

E  Belhus  Woods  (2).  Berwick  Ponds  (3).  Dagenham  Chase  (1). 
Hornchurch  (1).  Purfleet,  27  on  Jan  1st  and  up  to  24  in  December. 
Rainham  Marsh  (1).  South  Ockendon  (1). 

H  Amwell  GP  (3  pairs;  5  broods).  Hilfield  Park  Res  (4);  up  to  20  in 
October.  Maple  Lodge  NR  (1).  Rye  Meads  SF  (5);  24  on  Oct  16th. 
M  Brent  Res  (7).  Bedfont  Quarry  (1).  Highway  Farm,  Harefield  (1). 
North  Feltham  GP  (2).  Parkside  Res,  Enfield  (1).  Perry  Oaks  SF 
(1).  Queen  Mary  GP  (2).  Up  to  16  birds  were  present  at  Brent  Res 
and  Kempton  Park  Res  during  the  autumn;  few  other  counts 
reached  double  figures.  Inner  London:  St  James's  Park,  four  on 
Feb  16th  and  Apr  12th,  one  pair  bred  successfully,  singles  in 
September,  October  and  November. 

B  Tilehouse  South  GP  (1).  Wraysbury  GP,  27  on  Dec  18th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh  (1).  Erith  Marsh  (1).  Jubilee  Park  (1).  Littlebrook 
GP  (1).  The  only  counts  to  reach  double  figures  were  at  Ruxley 
GP,  with  a  peak  of  22  on  Nov  12th. 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res  (1).  River  Thames  between  Kew  and  Twick¬ 
enham  Bridges,  16  on  Feb  22nd.  Waddon  Ponds  (1). 

7  Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 


The  number  of  pairs  proved  to  have  bred  in  each  county  is  shown 
in  the  following  table. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Totals 

1986 

37 

61 

80 

7 

18 

2 

14  ' 

219 

1987 

42 

62 

72 

9 

— 

6 

20 

216 

1988 

37 

50 

70 

10 

- 

6 

14 

187 

The  decline  in  the  overall  total  of  pairs  is  more  likely  to  reflect  the 
variation  in  observer  effort  than  any  true  decline  in  numbers.  For 
the  second  year,  there  were  no  breeding  records  from  either 
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Wraysbury  GP  or  Shepperton  GP,  which  held  a  total  of  24  pairs 
in  1986. 

The  mild  weather  at  each  end  of  the  year  ensured  that  there  were 
few  large  counts  during  either  winter  period,  but  it  did  encourage 
some  remarkably  early  breeding  records  (see  below).  The  largest 
breeding  concentrations,  Inner  London  breeding  records  and  the 
highest  counts  are  also  given  below. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  one  pair  nesting  on  Dec  28th  hatched  young  in 
January  1989.  Walthamstow  Res,  ten  pairs  bred;  75  on  Sept  30th. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  24  pairs  bred;  55  on  Feb  21st  and  Sept  18th;  one  bird 
on  eggs  on  Dec  24th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  with  young  on  Feb  19th. 

M  Brent  Res,  41  pairs  bred,  but  fluctuating  water  levels  reduced  the 
success  rate  considerably.  Queen  Mary  Res,  197  on  Jan  17th,  124 
on  Feb  7th,  121  on  Mar  13th,  212  on  Aug  21st,  175  on  Sept  18th, 
206  on  Oct  16th,  215  on  Nov  13th  and  251  on  Dec  18th.  Wraysbury 
Res,  228  on  July  30th  and  135  on  Aug  20th.  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred.  Regent’s  Park,  five 
pairs  bred.  Victoria  Park,  one  pair  bred. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  the  highest  count  was  82  on  Jan  10th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  three  pairs  bred. 

8  Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

Another  good  year  for  this  grebe.  As  in  1987,  a  significant  influx 
occurred  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  involving  about  18 
birds.  By  comparison,  there  were  about  six  birds  between  January 
and  March.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  Oct  19th  (RMC)  and  Dec  20th 
(ACy).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  from  Nov  16th  to  23rd  (JF  et  al),  with 
two  on  20th  (PJV). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Nov  7th  (CIB).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on 
Oct  12th  (SJC,  RTn).  Turnford  Marsh  GP,  one  from  Jan  16th  to 
20th  (RL  et  al). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  one  from  Dec  27th  into  1989  (CL  et  al).  King 
George  VI  Res,  singles  on  Nov  19th  (BAR)  and  from  Dec  18th  into 
1989  (AVM,  PN  et  al).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  from  Nov  13th  into 
1989  (DJM  et  al).  Staines  Res,  one  from  Mar  31st  to  Apr  30th  (CL 
et  al)  and  further  singles  on  Oct  17th  (MHk)  and  Nov  21st  (ASS). 
Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Nov  18th  and  24th  (CL). 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Dec  4th  and  18th  (CL).  Queen  Mother  Res, 
two  from  Oct  13th  to  Nov  11th,  but  five  on  Oct  26th,  with  one 
present  until  the  end  of  the  year  (CL  et  al).  Wraysbury  GP,  the 
bird  found  on  Dec  18th  1987  was  last  seen  on  Apr  2nd  (mo);  there 
was  another  from  Oct  15th  to  31st  (ALr  et  al)  and  then  two 
intermittently  from  Nov  3rd  until  the  year’s  end  (mo). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  the  regular  wintering  bird  remained  until  Feb  3rd 
(mo),  but  failed  to  return  for  a  sixth  winter.  Buckland  SP,  one  from 
Feb  14th  to  27th  (IDd,  DMT  et  al).  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  one 
on  Feb  7th  and  Mar  13th  (DGn,  PGWS).  Walton  Res,  one  on  Feb 
7th  (RGs,  PGWS).  The  records  from  the  last  two  localities  are 
presumed  to  involve  the  same  bird. 

9  Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Dec  30th  (AB1).  King  George  V  Res,  one  from  Oct 
19th  to  31st  (RMC  et  al).  Wm  Girling  Res,  singles  on  Apr  26th 
(ADW  et  al)  and  Oct  15th  and  16th  (AB1,  RMC);  the  latter  bird 
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was  thought  to  have  been  the  one  seen  later  at  King  George  V  Res. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  singles  on  Oct  9th  and  10th  (MM)  and  Nov 
13th  and  19th  (PN,  BAR).  Staines  Res,  singles  from  Sept  16th  to 
19th  (BAR  et  al)  and  on  Oct  8th  and  20th  (PAG,  CL). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Nov  12th  (AJBt).  Mercers  Park,  Redhill, 
one  on  Jan  3rd  (DGy).  Walton  Res,  one  on  Sept  19th  and  Oct  4th 
(CBA)  and  20th  (CL). 

A  total  of  about  11  birds,  with  nine  between  September  and 
December  rather  poorly  counterbalanced  by  one  in  January  and 
one  northbound  migrant  in  April. 

10  Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis 

Sightings  away  from  the  two  traditional  sites  of  Staines  and  Wm 
Girling  Reservoirs  remain  scarce.  For  the  time  being  at  least  this 
species  seems  to  have  almost  completely  forsaken  west  London  as 
a  wintering  ground.  The  peak  autumn  count  of  14  at  Staines  Res 
was  similar  to  that  in  recent  years  but  remains  well  below  the  record 
count  of  39  in  1981.  All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below'. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  two  on  Sept  18th  (PJV  et  al)  and  one  on  Nov 
20th  (ADW).  Wm  Girling  Res,  four  between  January  and  March, 
with  the  last  two  being  seen  on  Mar  31st  (PJV  et  al);  one  on  Aug 
7th,  three  on  Oct  15th,  four  on  19th  and  then  five  from  25th  until 
the  end  of  the  year  (RMC,  PJV  et  al). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  from  May  18th  to  22nd  (JAS  et  al).  King 
George  VI  Res,  one  on  Mar  13th  (AVM).  Staines  Res,  present 
during  the  spring  between  Mar  21st  and  Apr  17th,  with  a  peak  of 
nine  on  Mar  30th  and  31st  (mo);  the  autumn  passage  extended  from 
July  9th  (six  birds)  until  Nov  19th,  with  monthly  peaks  of  seven  on 
July  30th  (PN),  11  on  Aug  7th  (ASS)  and  20th  (RBH),  14  on  Sept 
3rd,  18th  and  22nd  (CL,  AVM,  PN),  11  on  Oct  2nd  (ASS)  and  no 
more  than  one  in  November. 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Sept  29th  (MHk). 

S  Island  Barn  Res,  one  from  Nov  26th  to  Dec  17th  (SJS). 

1987  Additional  Record 

B  Old  Slade  SF,  one  on  Sept  8th  (GBL). 

12  Fulmar  F  ulmarus  glacialis 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  flew  S  at  19.30  hrs  on  May  18th  (BR,  GJW). 

The  23rd  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  third  in  May.  Unlike 
many  of  the  Fulmars  which  find  their  way  inland,  this  was  clearly 
a  healthy  individual  and  probably  successfully  reorientated  back  to 
the  coast. 

18  Manx  Shearwater  Puffinuspuffinus 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Aug  29th  (PJV  et  al).  River  Thames 
at  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept  3rd  (MKD  et  al). 

H  Cheshunt,  one  on  Sept  3rd  was  found  in  the  street  and  later  released 
in  the  Lea  Valley  {per  GJW). 

M  Holloway,  N7,  one  on  Sept  5th  (RSPCA  per  NB);  picked  up  in 
Queensland  Road  and  later  released  on  the  south  coast.  Wembley 
Park,  one  on  Aug  31st  (RSPCA  per  NB);  picked  up  in  Fulton  Road 
and  later  released  on  the  south  coast.  Queen  Marv  Res,  one  on 
Sept  14th  (GAR). 
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The  best  year  yet,  with  six  records,  all  falling  between  Aug  29th 
and  Sept  14th.  These  take  the  London  Area  total  to  38,  of  which 
29  (76%)  have  occurred  between  Aug  29th  and  Sept  23rd. 


23  Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Sept  30th  (BPA  et  al). 

There  have  been  23  records,  involving  27  birds,  since  1981,  so  one 
is  below  norm,  but  the  date  is  typical. 

26  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo 

There  was  no  repeat  of  last  year’s  breeding  success  at  Broadwater 
GP,  possibly  because  of  exceptionally  high  water  levels.  Two  colour- 
ringed  birds  seen  during  the  year  were  ringed  as  young  birds  in 
Denmark,  providing  an  indication  that  a  proportion  of  those  winter¬ 
ing  in  London  are  of  Continental  origin  (and  thus  of  the  race  P.  c. 
sinensis).  Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  the  strikingly  white-headed 
birds  seen  in  spring  are  almost  certainly  not  Continental  birds, 
which  are  virtually  indistinguishable  in  the  field  from  our  native 
birds.  Colour-ringed  birds  from  St  Margaret’s  Island,  Tenby,  fre¬ 
quently  attain  full  white  heads  before  they  leave  to  return  to  their 
breeding  grounds.  The  table  below  shows  peak  monthly  counts  at 
the  five  overnight  roosts  in  the  Area. 


E 

Fishers  Green 

Jan 

70 

Feb 

85 

Mar 

105 

Apr 

May 

Jan 

Jut  Aug 

Sep 

46 

Oet 

70 

Nov 

85 

Dee 

KM) 

Walthamstow  Res 

184 

— 

160 

100 

51 

5 

20 

75 

160 

160 

281 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

191 

202 

150 

50 

6 

4 

5 

— 

57 

188 

Wraysbury  Res 

91 

- 

73 

29 

31 

— 

68 

78 

- 

88 

S 

O  Elizabeth  11  Res 

— 

— 

124 

— 

30 

— 

—  — 

99 

92 

344 

The  roost  counts 

were 

typically  haphazard,  with 

most 

gaps 

outside 

the  summer  months  reflecting  a  lack  of  counts  rather  than  a  lack  of 
birds.  The  two  key  sites  (the  tree  roost  at  Walthamstow  Res  and 
the  tower  roost  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res)  almost  certainly  hold 
about  300  birds  each  throughout  the  winter.  Large  gatherings  at 
other  waters,  movements  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records 
are  given  below. 

E  West  Thurrock,  50  during  November  and  December.  Wm  Girling 
Res,  67  on  Nov  19th  and  72  on  Dec  10th.  These  were  the  only 
counts  of  50  or  more. 

H  Amwell  GP,  25  on  Dec  4th.  Cheshunt  GP,  30  on  Feb  13th  and  43 
flew  over  on  Aug  2nd.  Stocker’s  Lake,  up  to  29  in  January.  Rye 
Meads  SF,  47  flew  over  on  Dec  10th.  No  other  counts  exceeded  25. 

M  Brent  Res,  43  on  Dec  30th  was  the  highest  count.  Broadwater  GP, 
a  colour-ringed  bird  seen  during  April  had  been  ringed  as  a 
youngster  at  Vorso,  Denmark,  in  May  1987.  As  usual,  the  massive 
flocks  of  feeding  birds  congregated  during  the  winter  at  Queen 
Mary  Res,  where  monthly  maxima  were  161  on  Jan  31st,  205  on 
Feb  28th,  205  on  Mar  2nd,  154  on  Nov  13th  and  388  on  Dec  11th. 
These  huge  gatherings  bear  testament  to  the  large  numbers  of 
coarse  fish  in  this  water,  which  is  not  stocked.  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  11  on  Jan  28th.  Regent’s  Park,  up 
to  five  birds  fed  on  the  lake  between  January  and  April  and  in 
November  and  December. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  69  on  Jan  29th  and  Dec  31st.  Wraysbury  GP, 
36  on  Feb  14th  at  the  daytime  roost. 

K  Maximum  counts  at  the  principal  localities  were:  Littlebrook  GP, 
33  on  Dec  24th.  River  Thames  at  Dartford,  26  on  Dec  27th. 
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Woolwich  Arsenal,  60  on  Jan  20th  and  50  on  27th.  No  counts 
elsewhere  reached  20. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  up  to  142  in  November  and  87  in  December.  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res,  a  colour-ringed  bird  seen  on  Dec  11th  was  first 
ringed  as  a  youngster  at  Vorso,  Denmark,  in  June  1982,  since  when 
it  has  been  seen  each  year,  wintering  most  years  on  Lake  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  before  returning  to  its  breeding  colony;  on  Oct  4th, 
only  two  months  before  being  sighted  in  London,  it  had  been  seen 
on  Lake  Geneva  -  a  remarkable  movement  -  and  it  was  back  in 
Denmark  by  March  1989.  Walton  Res,  78  on  Nov  13th  was  the 
peak;  no  other  counts  reached  50.  Apart  from  ten  at  Nine  Elms  on 
Jan  4th,  no  other  counts  along  the  River  Thames  reached  double 
figures.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  eight  on  Jan  5th.  River 
Thames  at  Battersea  Park,  13  on  Oct  23rd. 

27  Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 


A  huge  influx,  involving  about  67  birds,  took  place  in  February  and 
early  March,  the  first  at  this  time  of  year  since  1962.  Over  the  year 
as  a  whole  there  were  about  42  records  of  87  birds,  making  it  the 
best  ever  in  terms  of  both  numbers  and  distribution.  The  long- 
staying  individual  at  Fishers  Green  is  not  without  precedent:  one 
bird  stayed  for  two  and  a  half  years  between  1965  and  1968  before 
it  eventually  died.  All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Mar  1st  (PFr),  three  on  3rd  (SCr)  and  then 
one  from  Mar  8th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (JF  et  al),  but  two  on 
Sept  18th  (GJW).  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Mar  5th  (GJW),  two 
on  May  17th  (SCr),  one  on  July  1st  and  2nd  (SCr,  PJV),  two 
immatures  on  Aug  24th  (SCr)  and  singles  on  25th  (PJV)  and  Sept 
21st  (ADW).  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  singles  on  Jan  23rd  and 
Feb  19th  and  27th  (MKD).  South  Ockendon,  one  on  June  5th 
(KB).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Mar  1st  (see  Middx),  two  on  10th 
and  11th  (AB1,  PFr)  and  one  on  Mar  16th  and  20th  (AB1,  PJV). 
Wm  Girling  Res,  two  on  Mar  5th,  one  on  Aug  24th  (PJV)  and  one 
on  Sept  26th  (ADW). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Feb  26th  (BR).  Broxbocrne  GP, 
one  on  Mar  13th  (ADW).  Cheshunt  GP.  one  on  Mar  5th  (JF). 
Hilfield  Park  Res,  four  (one  adult)  from  Mar  13th  to  16th  (CIB). 
Sleapshyde,  one  on  Mar  31st  (SPe)  probably  came  from  Tyttenhan- 
ger  GP.  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  seven  on  Feb  25th  and  26th,  six  on 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1988 


25 


27th,  four  on  28th  and  two  on  29th  with  one  remaining  until  Mar 
3rd  (AH  et  al).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  three  (one  adult)  on  Mar  18th, 
four  (one  adult)  from  Mar  23rd  to  27th  and  three  from  28th  to  Apr 
2nd,  with  two  remaining  until  25th  and  one  until  June  18th  (MBw, 
SPe  et  al);  at  least  two  birds  died. 

M  Brent  Res,  an  immature  from  Sept  11th  to  17th  (LAB,  RBd). 
Hendon,  one  picked  up  on  Feb  27th  was  released  at  Walthamstow 
Res  on  29th  (see  Essex)  (RSPCA  per  NB).  King  George  VI  Res, 
a  first-winter  bird  from  Dec  11th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (RBH, 
PN  et  al)  -  see  photograph  opposite  p.  32.  Queen  Mary  Res,  four 
on  Mar  12th,  two  from  16th  to  26th  and  four  again  on  27th  (HRG 
et  al).  Wood  Green  Res,  two  adults  on  Mar  26th  and  27th  (NB). 
Wraysbury  Res,  nine  on  Feb  26th  (CL). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  singles  on  Jan  4th  (CL),  Feb  28th  (AVM,  PN) 
and  May  25th  (CL)  and  two  juveniles  on  Sept  6th  (CDRH). 
Wraysbury  GP,  an  adult  on  Feb  27th  and  28th  and  Mar  3rd  (PN 
et  al). 

K  Littlebrook,  three  on  Mar  10th  and  one  on  12th  (BEW  et  al). 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Mar  17th,  22nd  and  23rd  (SNR). 

S  Island  Barn  Res,  one  on  Mar  15th  (MLd).  River  Thames  at  Ham 
Lands,  single  immatures  on  Apr  26th  and  Nov  6th  and  30th  (RJH)  - 
see  photograph  opposite  p.  32.  River  Thames  at  Kew  Bridge,  an  im¬ 
mature  from  Feb  28th  to  Mar  2nd  and  on  15th  (TJL,  PGn,  RBH) 
and  a  second  immature  on  Mar  1st  (RBH).  River  Thames  at  King¬ 
ston  Bridge,  two  immatures  from  Mar  31st  to  Apr  5th,  one  remain¬ 
ing  until  11th  (WRI).  Walton  Res,  an  immature  found  dead  on  Feb 
19th  (RSPCA  per  SJS).  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Battersea 
Park,  an  immature  on  Feb  24th,  from  two  to  five  on  seven  dates  be¬ 
tween  Apr  12th  and  30th,  but  seven  on  26th,  between  two  and  six 
'  on  seven  dates  in  May,  but  eight  on  9th  and  12th,  two  on  June  10th 
(BM)  and  one  on  June  21st  (CS)  and  23rd  (BM).  River  Thames  be¬ 
tween  Vauxhall  and  Blackfriars  Bridges,  up  to  12  between  Mar  1st 
and  July  4th.  These  birds  were  most  easily  counted  at  their  roost 
sites  near  Waterloo  Bridge;  numbers  rose  from  one  on  Mar  1st  to 
four  on  2nd,  five  on  4th,  11  on  10th  and  12  on  18th;  thereafter 
numbers  along  this  stretch  of  the  River  fluctuated  widely  with  birds 
clearly  moving  away  and  returning.  The  remaining  peak  counts  were 
as  follows:  ten  on  Mar  30th  and  Apr  10th,  1 1  on  May  19th  and  six  on 
26th,  with  no  more  than  two  birds  after  this  (PJSn  et  al). 


30  Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  several  dates  between  Feb  7th  and  28th  (JF, 
GJW  et  al).  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Nov  26th  and  27th  (RMRG). 
Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  one  on  Feb  27th  and  Mar  4th  (AH,  GJW) 
and  from  Dec  17th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (GJW);  the  last  bird 
was  first  seen  at  Rye  Meads. 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Nov  27th  (SEB). 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Mar  5th  and  6th  (SNR). 

About  five  birds  were  seen  during  the  year;  some  of  these  may  have 
been  present  during  previous  winters. 

39  Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

All  breeding  records  (with  1987  counts  in  brackets)  and  largest 
counts  elsewhere  are  given  below. 
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E  Waltham  Abbey,  14  (24)  occupied  nests.  Walthamstow  Res,  91  (87) 
occupied  nests.  West  Thurrock,  highest  counts  at  the  roost  were  54 
on  Sept  25th  and  100  on  Dec  24th. 

Stocker’s  Lake,  15  (15)  occupied  nests. 

Brent  Res,  21  on  June  25th.  Broadwater  GP,  30  (23)  occupied 
nests.  Kempton  Park,  38  (37)  occupied  nests.  Syon  House,  21  on 
Feb  22nd.  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  22  (11)  pairs  bred,  raising 
58  young. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  two  pairs  bred  for  the  first  time  at  this  locality. 

K  Erith  Marsh,  17  on  Nov  18th.  Greenwich,  11  on  Dec  27th.  No  other 
counts  exceeded  ten. 

S  Beddington  SF,  19  in  September.  Bookham  Common,  one  or  two 
pairs  bred  here  for  the  first  time.  Gatton  Lake,  12  (13)  occupied 
nests.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  36  on  Dec  19th,  a  record 
count  for  the  site. 

Spoonbill  sp  Platalea  sp 

There  were  two  records  of  spoonbills  during  the  year,  both  in 
Surrey,  but  neither  sighting  involved  views  close  enough  to 
eliminate  the  possibility  of  African  Spoonbill  P.  alba,  which  has 
been  reported  as  an  escape  in  this  country.  They  were  of  one  flying 
E  at  Beddington  SF  at  18.45  hrs  on  May  4th  (GDJM)  and  two  flying 
over  Kenley  at  09.25  hrs  on  July  31st  (KHH).  Two  hybrid  spoonbills 
(African  Spoonbill  x  Spoonbill  P.  leucorodia )  escaped  from 
Birdworld  zoo,  Farnham,  Surrey  in  the  summer  ( Birding  World  2: 
74),  casting  particular  doubt  on  the  Kenley  record.  There  are  15 
accepted  records  of  Spoonbill  for  the  London  Area. 

46  Mute  Sw  an  Cygnusolor 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  is  given  for  each  county  in  the 
following  table.  In  many  cases  breeding  success  was  not  reported. 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1986 

5 

18 

15 

1 

5 

5 

15 

64 

1987 

9 

20 

12 

2 

1 

7 

9 

60 

1988 

8 

17 

10 

4 

1 

3 

6 

49 

The  decline  from  the  peak  of  64  pairs  in  1986  and  60  pairs  in  1987 
is  likely  to  reflect  nothing  more  than  significant  variation  in 
observer  coverage.  The  largest  flocks  are  detailed  below'. 

E  Fishers  Green,  40  on  Dec  18th.  Walthamstow  Res,  29  on  June  11th 
and  34  on  Sept  3rd. 

H  Bury  Lake,  31  on  Oct  15th.  Cheshunt  GP,  29  on  Jan  17th.  Stocker's 
Lake,  up  to  23  during  October.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  up  to  31  during 
October. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  24  on  July  21st.  Kempton  Park  Res,  up  to  34 
during  September.  Queen  Mary  Res,  39  on  Aug  4th.  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  13  on  Jan  28th. 

B  Horton  GP,  41  on  Sept  11th.  Queen  Mother  Res,  43  on  May  16th. 
Wraysbury  GP,  38  on  Oct  15th. 

K  Greenwich  Reach,  16  on  Sept  9th. 

S  River  Thames  at  Ham,  54  on  Mar  13th.  River  Thames  at  Molesey 
Lock,  33  on  Dec  28th. 

47  Bew  ick’s  Sw  an  Cygnus  columbianus 

E  King  George  V  Res,  seven  adults  on  Oct  30th  (PJV  et  al).  Wm 
Girling  Res,  ten  (eight  adults)  flew'  N  on  Nov  20th  (PJV  et  al). 
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H  Amwell  GP,  an  adult  on  Nov  3rd  (BR).  Stocker’s  Lake,  three  (one 
adult)  on  Mar  14th  (RRD).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  five  on  Feb  28th 
(SPe,  JHT)  and  nine  (seven  adults)  on  Nov  20th  (MBw). 

M  Ruislip  Lido,  17  (13  adults)  on  Mar  10th  (RDNHS). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  one  on  Jan  17th  (MLd). 

A  typical  scatter  of  records,  mainly  confined  to  early  spring  and  late 
autumn.  The  flock  of  17  was  the  largest  seen  in  the  London  Area 
since  1984. 


51  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  alhifrons 

E  Harold  Wood,  48  flew  SE  on  Dec  31st  (PWd). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  43  flew  E  on  Dec  15th  (MGT). 

K  Bromley  College,  45  flew  NW  on  Dec  14th  (BEW).  Eltham,  49  flew 
NW  on  Dec  26th  (JTi). 

Four  records  of  similarly  sized  flocks,  all  in  the  middle  and  end  of 
December. 

53  Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser 

This  species  continues  gradually  to  extend  its  range  in  London. 
Breeding  records  and  largest  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  five  pairs  bred. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  pair  bred.  Maple  Cross,  200  on  Sept  7th.  Stocker’s 
Lake,  47  on  Aug  13th,  46  on  Sept  18th  and  43  on  Oct  5th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  three  pairs  bred;  58  on  July  17th.  Queen  Mary 
Res,  one  pair  probably  bred.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  38  on 
.  Jan  28th.  St  James’s  Park,  at  least  ten  pairs  bred;  123  on  Nov  7th. 
K  Brooklands  Lakes,  bred,  20  young  raised.  Darenth  Lakes,  bred,  88 
young  raised.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  895  on  Sept  17th,  but  no  other 
counts  exceeded  375. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  four  pairs  bred. 

55  Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

Localities  with  five  or  more  broods  or  breeding  pairs  and  highest 
counts  from  sites  holding  300  or  more  birds  at  some  time  during  the 
year  are  given  below. 

E  Fishers  Green,  at  least  20  broods.  Walthamstow  Res,  at  least  30 
broods;  422  on  Mar  14th  and  971  on  June  25th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  11  broods;  410  on  Aug  21st.  Cheshunt  GP,  ten  broods. 
Maple  Cross,  300  on  Aug  7th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  13  pairs  bred;  425 
on  Sept  20th. 

M  Brent  Res,  13  pairs  bred.  Alexandra  Park,  six  pairs  bred. 
Broadwater  GP,  bred,  120  young  on  May  21st.  Queen  Mary  GP, 
500  on  Sept  3rd.  Osterley  Park,  c400  on  Sept  25th.  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  302  on  Jan  28th  and  435  on 
July  20th.  St  James’s  Park,  at  least  five  broods;  27  juveniles  on  July 
13th;  182  on  Aug  28th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  bred;  one  pair  was  found  nesting  at  a  height  of 
about  eight  feet  up  a  tree. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  660  on  Sept  5th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  six  pairs  bred.  Barwell  Court  Farm,  seven  pairs 
bred.  Teddington  Lock,  bred,  29  young  on  May  30th.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park.,  54  pairs  bred,  75  young  on  June  21st. 
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57  Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicla 

E  Fairlop,  one  flew  over  on  Nov  23rd  (SPg).  King  George  V  Res,  one 
on  Nov  17th  (ADW).  Rainham,  singles  on  Jan  30th  and  Mar  19th 
(MKD).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Jan  17th,  18th  and  20th  (SEB, 
DMi).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Nov  12th  (PJV). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  dark-bellied  juvenile  from  Nov  13th  into  1989 
(RBH  et  al)  was  first  seen  at  Kew  Gardens  (see  below).  Beddington 
SF,  15  flew  SW  on  Oct  22nd,  34  flew  W  on  Oct  23rd  and  26  flew  SW 
on  Oct  26th  (PRA,  GDJM).  West  End,  Esher,  c20  flew  SW  on  Dec 
3rd  (SJS).  Kew  Gardens,  one  on  Oct  30th;  later  seen  at  Barn  Elms 
Res  (RBH). 

Apart  from  up  to  six  singles  in  Essex  and  a  long-staying  (and 
suspiciously  tame)  bird  in  Surrey,  there  were  several  late  autumn 
records  of  flocks  cutting  across  the  south-east  corner  of  England. 

1987  Additional  Record 

K  Northfleet/Gravesend,  75  flew  upriver  into  the  London  Area  on  Jan 
11th  (BMU). 

61  Shelduck  Tadornatadorna 

Breeding  records  (with  number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest 
counts  in  each  sector  (shown  in  tabular  form  for  main  localities)  are 
given  below.  At  least  11  pairs  bred,  slightly  fewer  than  in  1987, 
about  half  of  them  away  from  the  Lower  Thames. 

E  Fishers  Green  (1).  King  George  V  Res  (1).  Rainham  Marsh  (3). 
West  Thurrock  (2).  Pairs  also  summered  and  probably  bred  at 
Fairlop  (1),  Purfleet  (3)  and  Rainham  GP  (3).  King  George  V  Res, 
up  to  16  in  April.  The  highest  counts  at  the  three  principal  sites 
along  the  Lower  Thames  were  as  follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May  Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Barking 

242 

- 

- 

41 

- 

- 

- 

203 

265 

150 

Rainham  Marsh 

110 

120 

82 

70 

30 

30 

34 

— 

120 

20 

West  Thurrock 

— 

120 

H  Amwell  GP,  up  to  four  in  March,  April  and  May  and  two  in  June. 
Rye  Meads  SF,  up  to  seven  in  April,  two  in  April  and  May  and  ten 
on  July  9th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  up  to  two  in  April,  May  and  June. 
M  Stanwell  Moor  GP  (1).  Wraysbury  Res  (1).  Birds  were  also  present 
during  the  breeding  season  at  Broadwater  GP,  Kempton  Park  Res, 
King  George  VI  Res,  Queen  Mary  Res  and  Staines  Res.  The 
highest  counts  from  the  three  main  localities  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jan  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Kempton  Park  Res  6  12  9  11  5  1  —  -  -  -  -  5 

King  George  VI  Res  13  -  17  17-  1  1---2 

Staines  Res  19  11  10  4  2  -  5  -  -  -  3  2 

The  only  significant  counts  elsewhere  were  12  at  Queen  Mary  GP 
on  Mar  2nd  and  16  at  Queen  Mary  Res  on  Jan  10th. 

B  No  count  exceeded  two. 

K  River  Thames  at  Erith  (1). 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jan  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Dartford  Marsh  50  48  78  25  1  15  33  -  80  125 

Other  notable  counts  from  along  the  River  Thames  included  206 
between  Barking  and  Crossness  on  Dec  8th  and  43  on  Erith 
Marshes  in  December.  No  other  counts  exceeded  30. 

S  Birds  were  present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Beddington  SF 
and  Hersham  GP.  The  highest  counts  were  nine  at  Barn  Elms  Res 
on  Nov  23rd  and  11  at  Hersham  GP  on  May  22nd. 
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63  Mandarin  Aix  galericulata 

All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below.  See  also  Appendix  I. 

E  Connaught  Water,  Epping  Forest,  up  to  12  in  January,  ten  in 
February,  15  in  November  and  30  in  December;  also  two  on  Sept 
18th.  Epping  Forest,  six  on  Jan  30th,  28  on  Nov  7th;  three  pairs 
probably  bred.  Elsewhere,  singles  at  Doddinghurst  on  Dec  24th  and 
Fishers  Green  on  July  17th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  female  on  Nov  13th.  Hadley  Green,  a  pair  on  May 
2nd  and  16th.  Hatfield  Park,  a  pair  from  January  to  April. 
Panshanger,  a  pair  on  May  15th  and  four  males  on  June  1st. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  pair  on  May  3rd.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  male  on 
July  24th. 

M  Forty  Hall,  Enfield,  ten  on  Aug  3rd  and  11  on  Nov  23rd. 
Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  ten  on  Jan  21st,  four  on  May  17th, 
three  plus  one  duckling  on  June  9th,  seven  on  July  7th,  up  to  29  in 
November  and  up  to  14  in  December.  Oak  Hill  Park,  East  Barnet, 
three  on  May  9th.  Osterley  Park,  a  nest  with  nine  eggs  in  May,  but 
no  young  seen.  Trent  Park,  a  female  with  12  ducklings  on  May  16th, 
declining  to  four  on  19th  and  three  on  27th;  six  on  June  27th  and 
a  female  on  Oct  29th  and  Dec  24th. 

B  Horton  GP,  six  on  Dec  18th.  Wraysbury  GP,  reported  in  all  months 
except  April,  June  and  July,  with  peaks  of  12  on  Jan  20th  and  nine 
on  Oct  20th. 

S  Bred  at  Beverley  Brook,  Chessington,  Richmond  Park,  West  End 
Common  at  Esher  and  Wimbledon  Common  (two  pairs).  Peak 
count  17  at  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  on  Nov  23rd.  Also  re¬ 
ported  at  Ashtead  Wood  (a  pair  on  Apr  25th),  Bookham  Common 
(a  pair  on  May  6th),  Epsom  Common  (two  on  Jan  8th  and  Feb  8th, 
12  males  on  May  13th,  a  pair  on  July  15th  and  a  juvenile  on  July 
20th),  Hersham  GP  (two  on  Aug  29th),  Hogsmill  SF  (four  on  Aug 
20th),  Kew  Gardens  (a  male  on  May  4th  and  two  males  in  Decem¬ 
ber),  Leatherhead  (two  on  Mar  12th),  Nower  Wood  NR  (two  pairs 
in  April  and  three  pairs  in  May),  Park  Farm  (a  pair  on  Mar  27th), 
River  Ember  at  East  Molesey  (a  pair  on  Feb  6th),  River  Thames  at 
Sunbury  (a  pair  on  Apr  24th). 

1987  Additional  Records 

H  Hadley  Green,  a  pair  on  Nov  13th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  female  on 
Dec  11th. 

WILDFOWL 

Table  1,  below,  shows  indices  of  the  monthly  winter  wildfowl  counts 
for  the  five  latest  seasons,  together  with  the  highest  monthly  count 
for  each  species  in  1988/89.  The  basis  for  calculating  the  indices  was 
explained  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  1982  (47:  97). 

Table  1.  Index  of  mean  winter  wildfowl  counts  from  1984/85  to 
1988/89  and  peak  counts  for  1988/89  (excluding  Lower  Thames). 

Indices  ( 1972/73=  lOOexcept  for  Ruddy  Duck)  Peak  Count 


1984/85 

1985/86 

1986/87 

1987/88 

1988/89 

1988/89 

Month 

Wigeon 

510 

566 

680 

255 

121 

603 

Feb 

Gadwall 

190 

268 

307 

178 

249 

338 

Dec 

Teal 

131 

220 

160 

101 

65 

761 

Nov 

Mallard 

109 

110 

89 

76 

67 

2,507 

Sep 

Shoveler 

107 

147 

144 

97 

106 

936 

Sep 

Pochard 

93 

91 

166 

54 

69 

1,213 

Jan 

Tufted  Duck 

50 

52 

76 

57 

32 

3,626 

Sep 

Goldeneye 

88 

102 

120 

120 

152 

298 

Feb 

Goosander 

397 

295 

529 

272 

337 

131 

Dec 

Ruddy  Duck 

62 

133 

245 

177 

3§‘©d‘ 

Dec 

30 
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The  various  species7  fortunes  were  mixed  this  year,  with  some 
(Wigeon,  Teal,  Tufted  Duck)  showing  major  declines  while  others 
saw  significant  increases  (Gadwall,  Ruddy  Duck).  At  10,464  the 
aggregate  of  peak  counts  was  marginally  up  on  last  season’s  10,092. 
Brief  comments  on  individual  species7  status  in  winter  1988/89  are 
given  below  in  the  systematic  list. 

64  Wigeon  Anas  penelope 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  The  index  fell  by  more  than  a  half  to 
the  levels  of  the  early  1980s,  reflecting  a  second  successive  mild 
winter. 

1988.  A  return  to  more  normal  winter  numbers  following  the 
widespread  influx  in  January  1987.  Highest  counts  at  each  site  at 
the  start  and  end  of  the  year  and  all  records  in  June  and  July  are 
given  below. 

E  Chigwell  Res,  ten  on  Jan  31st.  Fishers  Green,  39  on  Jan  3rd  and  12  on 
Oct  12th.  King  George  V  Res,  14  on  Sept  15th.  Rainham  Marsh,  45 
on  Jan  23rd  and  55  on  Dec  17th.  Walthamstow  Res,  four  on  Nov  19th. 
H  Amwell  GP,  25  on  Mar  13th,  one  on  June  18th  and  58  on  Sept  15th. 
Bury  Lake,  six  on  Nov  26th.  Cheshunt  GP,  two  on  Jan  16th  and  30 
on  Dec  17th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  two  on  Oct  18th.  Rye  Meads  SF, 
a  male  on  June  18th  and  six  on  Sept  17th.  Stocker's  Lake,  28  in 
mid-February  and  30  on  Dec  26th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  two  on  Jan 
23rd,  Mar  12th  and  Apr  6th  and  four  on  Nov  26th. 

M  Brent  Res,  17  on  Sept  15th.  Broadwater  GP,  36  on  Feb  20th. 
Hampton  Court  Park,  one  on  Jan  30th  and  May  1st.  Highway  Farm, 
Harefield,  30  on  Jan  24th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  about  300  on  Mar 
17th,  an  eclipse  male  on  July  9th  and  12th  and  40  on  Sept  16th. 
King  George  VI  Res,  297  on  Feb  6th  and  173  on  Oct  23rd.  Pern 
Oaks  SF,  15  on  Mar  13th  and  17  on  Dec  11th.  Ponders  End  Lake, 
seven  on  Nov  22nd.  Stain  Hill  Res,  79  on  Sept  17th.  Staines  Res. 
35  on  Jan  7th  and  39  on  Dec  18th.  Stoke  Newington  Res,  two  on 
Jan  17th  and  Oct  27th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  80  on  Jan  3rd  and  250  on  Oct  16th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  40  on  Jan  17th  and  50  on  Dec  17th.  Littlebrook 
GP,  35  on  Jan  28th  and  one  on  Oct  29th  and  Dec  12th.  River 
Thames  at  Purfleet,  30  on  Feb  2nd.  Ruxley  GP,  three  on  Jan  17th. 
Sevenoaks  Reserve,  13  on  Jan  1st  and  14  on  Dec  14th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  two  on  Nov  20th.  Beddington  SF,  three  from 
Oct  16th  to  23rd.  Hersham  GP,  two  in  August  and  September. 
Hogsmill  SF,  one  on  Dec  16th.  Island  Barn  Res,  four  on  Nov  26th. 
Kingston,  one  on  May  4th.  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  two  in 
October  and  November.  Walton  Res,  352  on  Feb  11th  and  eight  on 
Dec  23rd. 

67  Gadwall  Anasstrepera 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  The  index  rose  back  towards  the  peak 
levels  of  the  mid  1980s. 

1988.  Numbers  in  the  first  few  months  of  the  year  were  rather  lower 
than  in  1987;  at  the  year's  end  they  were  slightly  higher.  Only  three 
pairs  were  proved  to  rear  young.  Details  of  breeding  and  summer¬ 
ing  birds,  peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  in  tabular 
form  and  the  remaining  highest  county  counts  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nor 

Dec 

Belhus  Woods 

53 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

51 

Fishers  Green 

95 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

42 

60 

Roydon  GP 

50 

20 

30 

- 

- 

27 

- 

16 

- 

BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1988  31 


H 

Amwell  GP 

47 

67 

49 

10 

20 

22 

42 

42 

52 

Cheshunt  GP 

87 

50 

— 

- 

- 

90 

120 

176 

2(H) 

Rye  Meads  SF 

30 

7 

5 

19 

50 

43 

35 

46 

25 

Stocker’s  Lake 

36 

26 

17 

12 

- 

- 

7 

- 

34 

M 

Broadwater  GP 

48 

— 

12 

— 

— 

69 

12 

106 

— 

King  George  VI  Res 

57 

41 

51 

14 

40 

30 

27 

18 

3 

Queen  Mary  Res 

72 

54 

38 

— 

— 

10 

23 

82 

160 

Shepperton  GP 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

52 

52 

B 

Queen  Mother  Res 

77 

112 

112 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53 

— 

Wraysbury  GP 

67 

- 

- 

- 

— 

4 

12 

4 

6 

K 

Littlebrook  GP 

12 

41 

6 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

59 

Scvcnoaks  Reserve 

41 

17 

2 

1 

- 

3 

30 

23 

25 

s 

Island  Barn  Res 

12 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

— 

47 

18 

Richmond  Park 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

44 

64 

— 

Walton  Res 

23 

51 

10 

— 

— 

— 

6 

34 

47 

Totals 

807 

486 

332 

60 

115 

300 

358 

805 

792 

E  Belhus  Woods,  two  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season.  Rainham 
Marsh,  two  pairs  in  the  breeding  season.  Walthamstow  Res,  23  on 
Jan  16th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  pair  summered,  with  a  maximum  of  five  birds 
between  May  and  July.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  pair  summered. 
Panshanger,  a  pair  on  May  15th.  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  brood  (12 
young).  Rye  Meads  SF,  two  broods  (19  young);  16  on  June  18th. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  on  June  19th.  Troy  Mill  GP,  a  pair  on  May 
2nd.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  pair  on  May  30th  and  31st  and  June  4th. 
M  Bedfont  Quarry,  a  pair  on  May  22nd  and  one  on  June  5th  and  12th. 
Broadwater  GP,  two  pairs  in  May  and  a  male  on  June  5th.  Kempton 
Park  Res,  two  on  June  26th,  a  female  on  29th  and  two  on  July  2nd. 
King  George  VI  Res,  up  to  five  in  May,  four  in  June  and  five  in 
July.  Moorhall  GP,  one  on  May  21st.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  five  on  May 
24th  and  six  on  26th.  Stanwell  Moor  GP,  one  on  June  11th. 
Yiewsley  GP,  38  on  Oct  28th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  a  pair  on  May  8th. 

K  Ruxley  GP,  a  pair  mating  on  May  14th;  16  on  Dec  3rd. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  three  in  June;  32  in  November.  Beddington  SF,  a 
pair  on  June  12th. 

69  Teal  Anascrecca 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  The  index  plummeted  to  its  lowest 
level  for  three  decades,  a  reflection  of  the  mild  winter  weather. 

1988.  Numbers  were  lower  than  for  many  years,  with  no  counts  of 
more  than  400  at  any  one  site.  Details  of  summering  birds,  peak 
monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  100 
were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form  and 
the  remaining  highest  county  counts  are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oel 

Nor 

Dee 

E 

Barking 

128 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rainham  Marsh 

3(H) 

4(H) 

300 

50 

- 

40 

100 

4(H) 

3(H) 

Walthamstow  Res 

— 

70 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1(H) 

120 

Wm  Girling  Res 

— 

140 

110 

- 

- 

204 

2(H) 

280 

290 

M 

Kempton  Park  Res 

102 

6 

22 

— 

172 

216 

— 

190 

369 

King  George  VI  Res 

114 

264 

48 

- 

25 

20 

309 

81 

45 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

160 

- 

15 

- 

25 

132 

- 

240 

2(H) 

Staines  Res 

271 

234 

79 

6 

-  , 

134 

- 

84 

637 

K 

Erith  Marshes 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

90 

339 

267 

221 

Littlebrook  GP 

2(H) 

75 

20 

12 

2 

12 

- 

4 

60 

Woolwich  Arsenal 

3(H) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

S 

Barn  Elms  Res 

— 

83 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

63 

105 

Beddington  SF 

100 

50 

55 

5 

5 

15 

55 

100 

140 

Hogsmill  SF 

64 

38 

65 

- 

- 

24 

50 

150 

170 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair  summered.  Dagenham  Chase,  two  to  four 
on  June  14;  68  on  Oct  22nd.  Rainham  Marsh,  four  pairs  summered. 
H  Aldenham  Res,  a  pair  on  May  5th  and  16th  and  a  male  on  June 
22nd.  Amwell  GP,  a  male  in  May.  Rye  Meads  SF,  70  on  Nov  20th. 
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M  Deephams  SF,  Edmonton,  100  on  Feb  15th.  Harefield  Place  GP,  a 
male  on  May  5th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  or  two  on  ten  dates  in 
May,  June  and  July,  with  four  on  July  31st.  King  George  VI  Res, 
one  male  on  May  8th  and  June  11  and  six  males  on  June  26th.  Perry 
Oaks  SF,  a  pair  on  May  24th,  three  birds  on  June  12th  and  17th 
and  five  on  July  5th.  Rammey  Marsh,  a  male  on  July  17th.  The 
peak  count  at  Staines  Res  in  December  occurred  on  a  day  when 
Kempton  Park  Res  was  frozen  over. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  18  on  Nov  13th. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  66  on  Nov  22nd. 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  in  July.  Epsom  Common,  four  pairs  on  June 
15th.  Hersham  GP,  four  on  June  19th  and  one  in  July.  Pen  Ponds, 
Richmond  Park,  a  pair  on  Jun  18th.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  80  on 
Sept  18th. 

70  Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  The  index  declined  to  another  new 
low,  but  the  peak  count  was  slightly  up  on  that  for  1987/88. 

1988.  Highest  county  counts,  other  counts  in  excess  of  300  (100  in 
Inner  London)  and  large  brood  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Roydon  GP,  250  on  Jan  3rd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  18  broods;  305  in  September,  430  in  October,  383  in 
November  and  349  in  December.  Rye  Meads  SF,  29  broods. 

M  Brent  Res,  25  pairs  in  summer  but  poor  breeding  success.  Ruislip 
Lido,  215  on  Oct  30th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  178  on  Jan  28th  and  104  on  July  20th.  New  River  Walk, 
197  on  Feb  29th  and  232  on  Dec  5th.  Regent's  Park,  116  on  July 
14th.  St  James’s  Park,  at  least  19  broods;  112  on  Sept  7th  and  117 
on  Dec  16th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  108  on  Dec  18th. 

K  Erith  Marsh,  200  from  September  to  December. 

S  Gatton  Lake,  200  in  September.  River  Wandle,  55  territories.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  16  pairs  produced  42  young. 

72  Pintail  Anas  acuta 

Apart  from  the  remarkable  record  of  at  least  60  at  Beddington  SF 
on  Oct  17th  the  highest  count  was  12.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Sept  26th  and  two  on  27th  (AB1).  Fishers  Green, 
one  on  July  3rd  and  17th  (JF)  and  one  on  Nov  3rd  (SCr)  and  16th 
(ADW).  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Jan  1st  (SPg)  and  one  on  Nov 
13th  (MKD)  and  27th  (SPg).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Feb  2nd 
and  another  on  Dec  31st  (PSAA).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Nov 
16th  (JF). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Dec  31st  (GJW).  Beech  Farm  GP,  one  on  Apr 
3rd  (SPe).  Cheshunt  GP.  one  on  Nov  13th  (RL).  Park  Street,  one 
on  Jan  16th  (JHT).  Rye  Meads  SF,  singles  on  July  6th  and  Sept 
18th  (RMRG).  Tvttenhanger  GP,  one  from  Mar  3 1st  to  Apr  6th 
(SHM,  SPe). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  six  on  Oct  23rd  (RDNHS).  Charlton  GP,  two  on 
Jan  9th  (PN).  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Sept  10th  (AVM)  and 
12th  (JQ).  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Jan  17th  (PN).  Perry  Oaks 
SF,  one  on  Dec  4th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  two  on  Jan  3rd  (MHk),  one 
on  7th  (MPo)  and  9th  (PN.  BAR),  two  on  Jan  31st  (KLP),  Feb  2nd 
(KLP)  and  11th  (CL)  and  one  on  Dec  4th  (RBH).  Yiewsley  GP. 
three  on  Dec  1 0th  (CL).  Inner  London:  Victoria  Park,  one  on  Aug 
29th  (NB). 


ABOVE:  Shag  at  King  George  VI  Res,  December  1988. 

(Photo:  A  V  Moon ) 

BELOW  LEFT:  Razorbill  at  Fairlop  Lake,  December  1988. 

(Photo:  R  B  Hastings ) 

BELOW  RIGHT:  Shag  ( immature )  by  the  River  Thames  at  Ham 
Lands,  November  1988.  ( Photo:  R  J  Herbert) 


ABOVE:  Hybrid  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  at  South  Norwood  Lake , 
November  1988,  resembling  a  male  Scaup  but  with  a  red  eye  and  a 
broad  black  bill-tip.  ( Photo:  John  Birkett) 

BELOW:  Red-backed  Shrike  (male)  at  Oueen  Mary  Res,  May  1988 
(Photo:  D  S  Dicker) 
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K  Erith  Marshes,  up  to  seven  in  November  and  13  on  Dec  2nd 
(NRW).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Jan  17th  and  21st  (SNR). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Nov  23rd  (PGWS).  Beddington  SF,  at  least 
60  on  Oct  17th  (PRA,  JSW).  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  on  Jan  17th 
(DAC).  Walton  Res,  one  on  Dec  18th  (RGs,  DSD). 

73  Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

A  fairly  typical  spread  of  records  apart  from  two  unprecedented 
January  records  in  the  south  west  of  the  Area  (at  Wraysbury  GP 
and  Perry  Oaks  SF). 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  a  male  on  May  13th  (KB). 

H  Amwcll  GP,  a  pair  seen  regularly  from  Apr  2nd  to  May  15th,  with 
a  female  from  Aug  13th  to  15th  and  two  juvenile  females  from  Aug 
22nd  until  Sept  5th  (GJW,  BR,  DB  et  al).  Moor  Lane,  Rickmans- 
worth,  one  on  July  16th  (AVM).  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Oct  22nd 
(RMRG). 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Sept  11th  (LAB).  Kempton  Park  Res,  two  on 
June  17th  (PAG)  and  one  on  five  dates  between  Aug  13th  and  31st 
(PN  et  al).  King  George  VI  Res,  single  males  on  Apr  16th  and  on 
May  7th  and  8th  and  singles  on  July  23rd,  Aug  13th  and  Sept  3rd 
(PN  et  al).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  a  female  on  Jan  30th  (CL),  a  male  on 
May  15th  and  18th  (CL,  JAS),  a  pair  on  May  24th  and  one  on  Sept 
2nd  (CL).  Staines  Res,  one  on  May  8th  which  dew  over  onto  King 
George  VI  Res  (FRC,  REM)  and  two  on  Aug  20th  (PN). 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  an  adult  male  on  June  19th  (AVM).  Wraysbury  GP, 
a  male  on  Jan  1st  ( per  LGRE)  and  5th  (CL,  GMH,  CDRH)  and  a 
female  on  Sept  18th  (VC). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Aug  9th  and  10th  (PJCn,  RBH). 

75  Shoveler  Anas  clypeata 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  remained  below  the  high 
level  of  most  of  the  1980s. 

1988.  For  the  second  successive  year  there  were  only  two  counts  of 
more  than  300,  but  this  year  both  were  at  King  George  VI  Res 
rather  than  at  Queen  Mary  and  Staines  Reservoirs.  Only  two  pairs 
were  proved  to  breed  but  summering  birds  were  present  at  a  half 
dozen  more  sites.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak 
monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  100 
were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the 


remaining  highest  county 
London  are  given  below. 

counts  and 

notable  counts 

from 

Inner 
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— 
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40 
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80 
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72 

170 

80 

- 
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40 
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M 
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— 

— 

— 

32 
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60 

— 

— 
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258 

2 

145 

333 

84 

123 

185 

Queen  Mary  Res 

- 

14 

4 

- 
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120 

57 

66 

53 

Staines  Res 

65 

100 

40 

1 

6 

191 

242 

210 

110 

Wraysbury  Res 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

128 

131 

120 

S 

Barn  Elms  Res 

61 

80 

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 

142 

96 

0.  Elizabeth  II  Res 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

37 

- 

105 

28 

E 

Berwick  Ponds, 

one  pair  probably  bred. 

Rainham 

Marsh, 

three 

pairs  summered. 

one  brood. 

Roydon 

GP,  60 

on 

Jan 

17th. 

Walthamstow  Res,  four  in  May  and  June. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  to  two  in  summer,  no  proof  of  breeding;  84  on 
Sept  17th.  Cheshunt  GP,  a  female  in  June  giving  distraction  display, 
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probably  bred.  Moor  Lane,  Rickmansworth,  a  male  on  June  16th. 
Rye  Meads  SF,  four  to  eight  from  May  to  July.  Stocker's  Lake,  one 
on  June  3rd.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  pair  from  May  17th  to  22nd. 

M  Brent  Res,  four  pairs  summered,  with  ten  birds  on  June  25th  and 
a  brood  of  eight  on  Aug  3rd;  the  count  of  137  on  Sept  17th  was  a 
record  for  the  site.  King  George  VI  Res,  31  on  June  26th.  Perry 
Oaks  SF,  seven  on  May  26th,  five  on  June  9th  and  12  on  12th;  some 
display  but  no  sign  of  breeding.  Yiewsley  GP,  82  on  Dec  26th.  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  22  on  Jan  11th  and 
21  on  28th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  63  on  Nov  17th. 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  86  on  Jan  31st. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  pair  on  May  14th.  Hersham  GP,  one  in  May  and 
June.  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  90  in  Sept.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  ten  on  Mar  1st,  20  on  7th,  15  on  Oct  18th,  25  on  Nov  5th.  33 
on  29th,  40  on  Dec  5th  and  c50  on  19th. 

76  Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 

All  records  are  given  below;  the  escape  risk  is  high,  not  least  for 
those  at  Lonsdale  Road  Res. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  a  female  on  May  8th  (LGd). 

H  Stocker's  Lake,  a  female  on  Oct  2nd  and  3rd  (RRD).  Tyttenhanger 
GP,  a  female  on  Oct  22nd  (SPe,  PDW). 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  female  or  immature  on  Oct  19th  (GMH)  and  a 
male  from  Dec  3rd  to  1 1th  (CL  et  al).  Shepperton  GP,  two  females 
or  immatures  from  Oct  30th  to  Nov  6th,  one  immature  on  Nov  9th 
and  Dec  6th  and  a  male  on  Dec  21st  (JAS  et  al). 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  a  female  on  Mar  4th,  12th  and  16th  (BEW  et  al). 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  a  male  from  Sept  2nd  until  October,  when  it 
was  joined  by  three  females  (VEH).  Walton  Res,  a  pair  from  Nov 
26th  to  Dec  18th  (PGWS,  DSD). 

77  Pochard  Aythya  ferina 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  The  index  recovered  only  a  little  from 
the  recent  low'  in  1987/88;  again,  the  mild  winter  produced  little  or 
no  movement  into  the  London  Area. 

1988.  Yet  another  good  year  for  breeding  birds,  with  at  least  42 
pairs  successfully  raising  young.  Winter  numbers  were  very  low .  the 
highest  count  at  any  site  being  275  at  Stocker's  Lake  in  November. 
Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds,  peak  monthly  counts 
from  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  200  were  reported 
at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the  remaining  highest 
county  counts  and  notable  counts  from  Inner  London  are  given 
below. 


H 
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s 
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— 
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— 
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— 

— 

93 

— 
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60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48 
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Walton  Res 

85 

14 

— 

— 

— 

66 

137 

154 

217 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  brood.  Walthamstow  Res,  two  broods;  160  on 
Dec  31st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  broods.  Bury  Lake,  141  on  Nov  26th.  Rye  Meads 
SF,  four  broods.  Stocker's  Lake,  two  pairs  bred,  but  no  young 
survived  (very  high  predation  —  probably  pike). 
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M  Brent  Res,  four  pairs  summered  but  only  one  brood.  Finsbury  Park, 
two  broods.  Grovelands  Park,  two  broods.  Queen  Mary  GP,  one 
brood  of  three  young  on  Aug  6th.  Staines  Res,  178  on  Aug  5th. 
Tottenham  Cemetery,  at  least  one  brood.  Inner  London:  Kensing¬ 
ton  Gardens,  17  (14  males)  on  June  23rd  and  July  19th.  Regent’s 
Park,  ten  pairs  bred;  113  on  Jan  28th.  St  James’s  Park,  at  least  12 
broods,  the  highest  for  ten  years;  at  least  30  on  Feb  16th.  Victoria 
Park,  one  pair  bred. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  a  male  on  June  19th.  Wraysbury  GP,  165  on  Oct 
16th. 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  a  pair  on  June  25th.  Littlebrook  GP,  132  on 
Jan  24th.  Ruxley  GP,  a  female  in  May. 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  two  pairs  bred,  each  with  two  young;  90  in 
September.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  20  on  Jan  9th  and  15 
on  Dec  5th. 

79  Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca 

The  only  accepted  records  were  of  two  birds  remaining  from  1987. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  the  male  first  recorded  on  Dec  2nd  1987  was  last 
seen  on  Feb  26th  (ADW  et  al). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  the  female  first  recorded  on  Dec  19th  1987  was  last 
seen  on  Feb  11th  (RRD  et  al). 

80  Tufted  Duck  Aythya  fuligula 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  The  index  fell  dramatically,  from  an 
already  historically  low  level,  to  its  lowest  ever  level. 


1988.  Broods  were  reported  at  about  the  same  number  of  sites  as 
in  1987,  but  there  were  significant  decreases  in  Herts. 


1987 

Broods 

Essex 

40 
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23 
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London 

25 
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2 

7 

41 

Concentrations  of  ten  or  more  broods  were  reported  from:  (E) 
Walthamstow  Res  (15);  (H)  Amwell  GP  (33),  Cheshunt  GP  (18), 
Rye  Meads  SF  (40);  (IL)  St  James’s  Park  (13). 

With  no  influxes,  winter  counts  produced  low  numbers  with  no 
more  than  1,000  at  any  site  outside  the  moult  period.  Peak  monthly 
counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than  500  were 
reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form,  the 
remaining  highest  county  counts  and  notable  counts  from  Inner 
London  are  given  below. 
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23 
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329 
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— 
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230 

110 

- 

- 
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222 
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600 

815 

E  King  George  V  Res,  244  on  Aug  17th. 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  415  on  Dec  17th. 

M  Wraysbury  Res,  261  on  July  7th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  130 
on  Jan  28th. 

K  Ruxley  GP,  123  on  Aug  13th. 

S  Walton  Res,  436  on  Sept  18th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  300 
on  Jan  31st  and  200  on  Dec  5th. 
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81  Scaup  Aythyamarila 

All  records  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  23rd  (DLt)  and  two  females 
on  Dec  7th  (RMC).  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  male  from  Apr  20th  to  May 
7th  (ADW,  PJV,  JF),  a  male  from  June  26th  to  Sept  3rd  (PJV,  JF 
et  al),  with  a  second  from  July  15th  to  28th  (RMC  et  al),  a  female 
on  Nov  21st  (GJW  et  al)  and,  finally,  a  female  on  Dec  12th  (SCr). 
H  Amwell  GP,  two  females  on  Nov  20th  (GJW,  BR).  Stocker's  Lake, 
a  female  on  Jan  10th  (GJW). 

M  Brent  Res,  two  females  present  very  briefly  on  Oct  1st  (LAB). 
Broadwater  GP,  the  male  first  reported  in  late  1987  was  last  seen 
on  Jan  31st  (mo),  there  was  a  male  from  Mar  26th  to  Apr  10th  (CL 
et  al)  and  a  female  from  Dec  1 1th  into  1989  (JE  et  al).  Staines  Res, 
a  female  on  Nov  14th  (ASS). 

B  Florton  GP,  a  female  on  Dec  4th  (CL)  and  a  female  or  immature 
on  Dec  22nd  (CDRH).  Queen  Mother  Res,  an  eclipse  male  on  Sept 
16th  and  22nd  (CL),  a  female  on  Dec  6th  and  8th  (CL),  two  females 
or  immatures  on  Dec  13th  (CDRH)  and,  finally,  an  immature  male 
and  a  female  on  Dec  28th  (CL).  Tilehouse  South  GP,  a  male  on 
Feb  27th  (CL).  Wraysbury  GP,  a  male  on  Sept  14th  (DACr)  may 
have  moved  to  Queen  Mother  Res;  a  female  on  Oct  15th  (CL),  Nov 
25th  (CL)  and  Dec  27th  (AVM)  and  two  females  on  Dec  28th 
(DJW).  The  series  of  records  in  November  and  December  were 
almost  certainly  limited  to  an  immature  male  and  two  females  or 
immatures  seen  together  in  January  1989. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  the  juvenile  female  first  reported  in  December 
1987  was  seen  until  Jan  17th  (RBH,  BPA,  PJSn)  and  again  from 
Feb  6th  to  Mar  5th  (RBH).  Crystal  Palace,  a  male  on  Feb  17th 
(JBi).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Basin,  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  on  Mar 
14th  (DAM). 

82  Eider  Somateria  mollissima 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  an  immature  male  on  Sept  12th  and  13th  (KB). 
M  Staines  Res,  a  female  on  Mar  31st  (CL). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  an  immature  female  on  Nov  16th  (RBH). 

These  three  records  take  the  total  for  the  London  Area  to  27. 

1987  Correction 

H  The  female  at  Stocker’s  Lake  was  seen  only  on  Apr  29th,  not  Apr 
29th  and  30th  as  stated  ( LBR  52:  40). 

86  Long-tailed  Duck  Clangula  hyemalis 

M  Staines  Res,  a  first-year  male  from  Nov  21st  into  1989  (ASS  et  al). 

One  record  is  below  average  -  but  better  than  last  year's  complete 
absence,  which  was  the  first  since  1982  and  only  the  second  since 
1957. 

87  Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 

There  were  sixteen  records  involving  about  80  birds,  though  there 
could  be  some  duplication.  The  group  of  33  at  Wm  Girling  Res  is 
the  second  largest  flock  to  be  seen  in  the  London  Area  (after  79  at 
Walthamstow  Res  on  Nov  6th  1980).  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  male  from  June  25th  to  28th  (PJV,  SCr). 
Netherhall  GP,  a  female  on  Oct  20th  (JR).  River  Thames  at 
Rainham,  two  males  and  a  female  on  Mar  13th  (AB1).  Waltham- 
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stow  Res,  two  males  and  two  females  on  Oct  23rd  (LGd).  Wm 
Girling  Res,  two  females  from  Oct  25th  to  Nov  5th  (RMC,  PJV), 
with  three  on  Nov  4th  and  8th  (AB1);  33  females/immatures  from 
Nov  11th  to  13th  (PJV  et  al),  declining  to  15  on  16th,  12  on  20th, 
three  on  Dec  12th  and  two  from  Dec  17th  until  the  end  of  the  year 
(JF). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  from  July  16th  to  18th  (TG,  GJW,  GJR). 
Cheshunt  GP,  11  females  or  immatures  on  Nov  20th  (ACy,  JF). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  a  female  or  immature  on  Oct  22nd  (DJMs). 
Staines  Res,  a  female  or  immature  from  Nov  12th  to  16th  (PN  et 
al)  and  12  females  or  immatures  briefly  on  Nov  20th  (RJC). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  a  male  from  Aug  29th  to  Sept  1st  (JASn),  a 
female  on  Oct  20th  (CL,  JASn)  and  three  females  on  Nov  20th 
(CL).  Wraysbury  GP,  three  males  on  Dec  15th  (CL). 

89  Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta fusca 

E  Wm  Girling  Res,  seven  females/immatures  on  Nov  20th  (PJV  et  al) 
and  two  females  from  Nov  22nd  until  the  end  of  the  year  (SCr,  JF 
et  al). 

These  seven  birds  arrived  a  day  before  the  long-staying  Long-tailed 
Duck  at  Staines  Res  and,  like  it,  made  up  somewhat  for  an  absence 
of  their  kind  in  1987. 

91  Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  The  index  rose  to  a  new  high, 
reflecting  a  sustained  build-up  of  numbers  rather  than  hard-weather 
influxes. 

1988.  Numbers  at  the  start  of  the  year  were  down  on  those  in  1987 
except  for  a  similar  peak  in  March;  at  the  end  of  the  year,  numbers 
were  rather  higher.  For  the  third  year  running  there  was  a 
three  figure  count,  this  time  of  100  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  Mar  26th. 
Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more 
than  ten  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  are  given 
below  in  tabular  form.  No  birds  summered,  but  there  were  two 
females  at  Staines  Res  on  Aug  14th  and  one  from  23rd  to  31st.  The 
only  Inner  London  record  was  of  a  male  and  two  females  on  the 
River  Thames  at  Westminster  on  Feb  19th  (MHk). 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E  Fishers  Green 

— 

— 

12 

- 

- 

- 

13 

King  George  V  Res 

36 

55 

90 

80 

3 

10 

23 

Wm  Girling  Res 

— 

— 

100 

2 

21 

21 

27 

H  Cheshunt  GP 

13 

20 

15 

1 

2 

3 

10 

Stocker’s  Lake 

18 

29 

23 

4 

1 

20 

20 

M  Broadwater  GP 

15 

— 

15 

14 

— 

10 

5 

King  George  VI  Res 

35 

56 

95 

45 

12 

22 

30 

Moorhall  GP 

— 

— 

7 

21 

— 

— 

— 

Queen  Mary  Res 

19 

14 

10 

•4 

10 

10 

28 

Staines  Res 

35 

46 

49 

21 

26 

42 

44 

B  Wraysbury  GP 

14 

20 

- 

- 

2 

13 

22 

S  Island  Barn  Res 

15 

— 

20 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Queen  Elizabeth  11  Res 

13 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

16 

Walton  Res 

19 

39 

67 

34 

4 

25 

24 

Totals 

232 

285 

504 

236 

81 

176 

262 

93  Smew  Mergus  albellus 

There  was  only  one  count  of  more  than  ten  at  any  site.  While 
records  were  widespread,  numbers  remained  too  low  for  a 
meaningful  index  to  be  published.  All  records  are  given  or 
summarised  belo\v- 


s::r 
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E  Fishers  Green,  three  in  January  and  February,  two  on  Mar  13th  and 
one  on  18th;  two  on  Nov  22nd,  three  on  27th  and  up  to  five  in 
December  (GJW  et  al).  Nazeing  GP,  one  on  Feb  26th  (SCr). 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  19th  (MKD).  Walthamstow  Res,  one 
on  Dec  29th  and  30th  (JF,  PFr). 

West  Hyde  GP,  five  on  Dec  31st  (GSE). 

Brent  Res,  one  on  Mar  16th  (MO)  and  Dec  6th  (JBn).  Broadwater 
GP,  one  on  Jan  1st  (CF)  and  Dec  9th  (GMH).  Bugle  GP,  Upper 
Halliford,  one  on  Feb  2nd  (JAS).  Charlton  GP.  one  on  Jan  9th  and 
three  on  24th  (PN,  AVM).  King  George  VI  Res,  two  on  Jan  31st, 
four  on  Feb  6th,  two  on  14th,  20th  and  21st  and  one  on  Mar  13th 
(PN,  AVM);  one  on  Nov  27th  (BAR),  four  on  Dec  11th,  five  on 
18th  and  eight  on  26th  (PN,  AVM).  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  on  Jan 
16th,  two  on  22nd,  one  on  23rd,  three  on  30th,  two  on  Feb  13th 
and  Mar  12th;  one  on  Dec  10th,  two  on  16th  and  17th,  one  on  24th 
and  28th  and  three  on  31st  (HRG,  CF).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on 
Jan  10th  (CF).  Shepperton  GP,  two  on  Feb  11th  (CL.).  Wraysbury 
Res,  one  on  Jan  2nd,  12  on  10th,  two  on  24th,  seven  on  31st  (PN. 
RBH,  AVM)  and  one  on  Feb  11th  (CF);  one  on  Dec  4th  and  11th 
and  eight  on  29th  (RBH). 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Jan  14th  (CF),  nine  on  24th  (AVM,  PN),  one 
on  Feb  2nd  (CF)  and  6th  (ASMS),  six  on  14th  and  four  on  21st 
(AVM,  PN).  Tilehouse  North  GP,  up  to  five  in  January  and  six  in 
February  and  four  on  Mar  5th  (CF  et  al);  five  for  most  of  December 
but  nine  on  26th  (AVM  et  al).  Tilehouse  South  GP.  five  on  Jan  9th 
(JWH).  Wraysbury  GP,  up  to  14  in  January,  nine  in  February  and 
four  in  March  (REM  et  al);  up  to  five  in  November  and  ten  in 
December  (AFr,  CF  et  al). 

S  Walton  Res,  three  on  Feb  11th  (CF). 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  serrator 

There  were  only  seven  records,  all  of  single  birds.  All  records  are 
given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  female  on  Jan  10th  (PAB).  River  Thames 
at  Rainham,  a  female  on  Feb  19th  (MKD).  Wm  Girling  Res,  an 
immature  male  on  Nov  12th  (AB1)  and  13th  (PJV). 

M  Grovelands  Park,  Southgate,  an  adult  male  from  Feb  10th  to  Mar 
9th  (RMC).  Queen  Mary  Res,  a  female  or  immature  from  Dec  8th 
to  28th  (CF  et  al). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  a  female  on  Nov  22nd  (CF). 

S  Walton  Res,  a  female  on  Oct  20th  (CF). 

95  Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  The  index  recovered  a  little  of  last 
year’s  drop  but  numbers  remained  far  below  those  recorded  during 
the  last  major  influx,  in  1986/87. 

1988.  Peak  monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where 
more  than  15  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  are  given 
in  tabular  form  below.  Numbers  were  typical  for  the  mild  weather 
at  both  ends  of  the  year.  The  only  records  after  April  were  in 
Surrey:  a  male  flew  over  Kingston  Hospital  on  May  9th  (BP)  and 
a  flightless  female  was  on  the  Thames  at  Ham  Fands  from  May 
19th  to  Aug  2nd  (BGe,  RJH).  There  was  only  one  Inner  London 
record,  a  female  on  the  Serpentine  in  Hvde  Park  on  Feb  17th 
(MHk). 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mur 

Apr 

Oct 

Nor 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

14 

22 

18 

10 

1 

25 

— 

Wm  Girling  Res 

— 

28 

37 

18 

2 

- 

37 

M 

King  George  VI  Res 

45 

20 

34 

2 

— 

27 

97 

Queen  Mary  Res 

3b 

2b 

22 

2 

— 

2 

41 

Staines  Res 

22 

21 

14 

2 

1 

10 

9 

Wraysbury  Res 

lb 

20 

2 

- 

- 

1 1 

38 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

52 

9 

b 

- 

- 

20 

3b 

S 

Island  Barn  Res 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Walton  Res 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

17 

96  Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 

Winter  1988/89.  See  Table  1.  The  index  nearly  doubled,  after  last 
year’s  slight  decline,  to  a  new  peak. 

1988.  In  the  best  breeding  season  yet  for  this  introduced  Nearctic 
duck  in  the  London  Area  at  least  eight  pairs  bred,  all  but  one 
successfully.  Details  of  breeding  and  summering  birds  and  peak 
monthly  counts  from  principal  localities  (those  where  more  than 
five  were  reported  at  some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form 
are  given  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mur 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nor 

Dec 

H 

Hilfield  Park  Res 

28 

10 

2b 

2b 

14 

20 

30 

42 

Stocker’s  Lake 

- 

2 

3 

8 

- 

- 

10 

b 

5 

M 

Brent  Res 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

lb 

14 

2 

— 

BroadwatcrGP 

27 

28 

31 

10 

— 

— 

1 

8 

50 

Charlton  GP 

b 

5 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feltham  GP 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Kcmpton  Park  Res 

- 

- 

1 

5 

2 

2 

- 

'  - 

- 

B 

Tilehousc  South  GP 

- 

5 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

S 

Walton  Res 

50 

43 

22 

— 

— 

— 

5 

7 

37 

H  Aldenham  Res,  a  male  on  three  dates  in  April  and  May.  Amwell 
GP,  one  pair  may  have  bred  (a  nest  was  found  but  no  young  were 
seen).  Bowyers  GP,  a  pair  on  June  30th.  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one 
pair  reared  four  young.  Maple  Lodge  NR,  one  pair  raised  three 
young.  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  brood,  with  four  juveniles  in  September 
and  October.  Stocker’s  Lake,  three  males  and  two  females  present 
all  summer,  displaying  on  many  occasions  but  not  known  to  have 
bred. 

M  Bedfont  Quarry,  a  pair  nested  in  June  but  the  nest  was  predated 
and  no  young  were  seen.  Brent  Res,  three  pairs  raised  broods  of 
six,  four  and  three  young.  North  Feltham  GP,  three  males  and  two 
females  with  three  young  on  §‘©d‘9th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  three  birds  joined  the  collection  birds  in  April  and  one  from 
August  to  October  (ARD). 

S  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  on  five  dates  between  May  2nd  and  19th. 

99  Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Apr  16th  (MKD).  Brentwood,  one  on  Apr 
7th  (CWt).  Woodford,  two  on  Mar  25th  (PHa). 

H  Broxbourne,  one  flew  NW  on  Mar  21st  (JCw). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  flew  S  at  16.15  hrs  on  Mar  28th  (PRA,  GDJM). 
Limpsfield  Road  (B269),  one  seen  heading  towards  Warlingham  at 
09.00  hrs  on  Apr  21st  (SAR);  presumed  same  at  North  Downs  GC, 
Woldingham,  at  11.30  hrs  (JWa),  then  flew  towards  Redhill  and 
Sanderstead  where  it  was  seen  again  (FG).  M25  between  junctions 
5  and  6  near  Oxted,  one  flying  S  at  14.00  hrs  on  Mar  25th  (MSy). 

K  Dulwich,  one  on  Nov  27th  (PBb  per  NRW).  Thamesmead,  one 
flying  E  on  Apr  26th  (PBb  per  NRW). 

A  phenomenal  crop  of  records.  As  many  as  ten  birds  may  have 
been  seen  in  the.  London  Area  this  year,  though  some  duplication 
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104 


E 


B 

K 


S 

106 

E 


108 


is  likely.  Thirteen  of  the  19  previous  records  occurred  within  the 
last  ten  years,  but  the  recent  upsurge  in  records  did  not  point  to  an 
influx  on  this  scale.  There  was  a  widespread  invasion  of  south  and 
east  Britain  between  late  March  and  late  April.  Only  one  of  our 
birds  was  outside  this  period.  The  Woodford  record  is  the  first 
definite  sighting  of  two  or  more  birds  together  in  London. 

Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 

Dagenham  Chase,  a  female  on  Apr  29th  (KB). 

Amwell  GP,  a  female  flew  E  on  Apr  21st  (TG,  GJW). 

Beddington  SF,  a  female/immature  drifted  N  on  Sept  4th  (PRA). 
Buckland  SP,  one  on  Aug  28th  (IDd). 

Only  four  records  is  a  little  below  the  recent  norm,  but  the  spring 
and  autumn  dates  are  typical.  As  noted  last  year,  the  geographical 
bias  favours  the  eastern  half  of  the  Area. 


Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

Except  for  Rainham  Marsh,  where  records  are  summarised,  all 
records  are  given;  they  refer  to  ‘ring-tails’  (ie  female  or  immature 
birds)  unless  otherwise  stated.  The  scarcity  of  records  at  Rainham 
during  the  first  winter  period  was  due  to  the  activities  of  falconers 
at  this  site  which  prevented  any  potential  long-stayers. 

Fairlop.  one  on  Oct  18th  and  19th  (AB1)  and  a  male  on  Nov  5th 
(MKD  et  al).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  male  on  Jan  4th  (WV)  was  the 
only  record  from  the  first  winter  period;  in  autumn,  birds  were  seen 
from  Sept  30th  (SPg),  with  a  maximum  of  two  on  Nov  5th  (MKD). 
otherwise  all  singles  to  the  year  end  (mo);  the  only  male  was  on 
Dec  17th  (AB1,  MKD  et  al).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Nov  5th 
(RJC  et  al). 

Wraysbury  GP,  a  male  on  Nov  5th  (RRG). 

Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  Oct  1st  (PDG)  and  10th  (BEW). 

An  average  year,  with  (typically)  the  bulk  of  records  from  the 
Thames  marshes.  The  return  of  birds  to  Rainham  in  the  second 
winter  period  was  very  welcome. 

1987  Additional  Record 

Warlingham,  a  ‘ring-tail’  in  January  (BJT). 

Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus pygargus 

Hornchurch,  a  male  on  May  2nd  (JEB). 

The  14th  record  for  the  London  Area.  This  is  the  third  successive 
year  that  this  species  has  been  seen  in  London  and  keeps  the  bias 
in  favour  of  spring  birds,  this  being  the  ninth  at  that  season. 


Sparrowhawk 


Accipiter  nisus 


Breeding  status  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  with  all  other  records 
summarised  under  the  county  headings  and  Inner  London  records 
given  in  full. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 


3 irs  proved 
breeding 

Pairs  probably 
breeding 

Pairs  present  in 
breeding  season 

Totals 

2 

2 

- 

4 

4 

I 

s 

A 

8 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 

— 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

— 

i 

Totals 


13 


4 
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The  overall  total  is  five  down  on  that  for  1987,  but  the  number  of 
pairs  proved  breeding  is  up  by  two.  The  paucity  of  Kent  and  Surrey 
records  is  rather  surprising.  It  is,  however,  very  unlikely  that  this 
species  is  undergoing  any  decrease;  greater  observer  effort  would 
certainly  reveal  a  healthier  picture. 

E  The  two  pairs  that  bred  were  the  first  confirmed  since  1985. 
Otherwise  reported  from  15  sites,  mainly  in  winter. 

H  Recorded  at  28  sites,  with  sightings  scattered  throughout  the  year. 
At  least  two  fledged  young  were  seen. 

M  At  least  six  young  were  raised.  Reported  from  well  over  50  sites 
throughout  the  year.  Inner  London:  Primrose  Hill,  one  on  Jan  5th 
(MHk).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  19th ,  Aug  15th,  22nd,  25th 
and  30th,  Oct  13th,  Nov  20th  and  28th  and  Dec  12th  (ARD). 

B  The  breeding  pair  raised  two  young.  Recorded  at  seven  sites, 
including  a  good  number  of  spring  and  summer  birds. 

K  Recorded  at  19  sites,  but  during  the  summer  at  only  three. 

S  Poorly  reported  from  this  county.  Records  from  around  20  sites,  with 
breeding  season  records  from  nine  of  them.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  singles  on  Feb  1st  and  24th,  Apr  19th  and  Nov  14th  (BM). 

109  Buzzard  Buteobuteo 

E  Hainault,  one  on  Aug  22nd  (MJ).  Weald  Park,  one  on  May  22nd 
(KGF  et  al). 

M  Hampstead  area,  one  picked  up  by  the  RSPCA  on  Feb  14th  was 
considered  to  be  a  wild  bird  and  was  later  released  in  the  West 
Country  (RSPCA  per  NB). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  one  on  July  2nd  (SJG). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  dark-phase  bird  moving  E  on  Apr  27th  (GDJM, 
RWd). 

Five  records  is  a  bit  above  average. 

Buzzard  sp  Buteo/Pernis  sp 

E  Brentwood,  one  on  Aug  30th  (GS). 

H  Coopers  Green,  one  on  Sept  25th  was  assumed  to  be  a  Common 
Buzzard  B.  buteo  by  the  observer  (KWS). 

113  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Oct  22nd  (NWi)  was  seen  at  Waltham  Abbey 
later  the  same  day  (DCt);  it  was  seen  earlier  in  Herts  (see  below). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  moved  NE  on  Apr  23rd  (GJW,  ADW)  and  S 
on  30th  (TG,  GJW)  and  another  moved  W  on  May  1st  and  revisited 
on  3rd  and  4th  (GJW).  Cheshunt  GP,  one  flew  N  on  Apr  22nd 
(CC1)  and  another  fished  in  the  River  Lea  on  Oct  22nd  (NWi) 
before  moving  off  into  Essex.  Elstree,  one  on  May  5th  (BGr).  Rye 
Meads  SF,  one  flew  N  on  Apr  22nd  (RMRG),  having  already  been 
seen  at  Cheshunt  GP  (see  above),  and  another  was  seen  to  fly  up 
the  Stort  Valley  on  Apr  30th  (CC1),  having  already  appeared  at 
Amwell  GP  (see  above).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  intermittently  from 
May  2nd  to  10th  (SPe  et  al). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  flew  SW  at  09.50  hrs  on  May  14th  (DSD). 

Once  again  the  Lea  Valley  virtually  monopolised  the  records  of  this 
spectacular  species.  Even  if  the  Tyttenhanger  bird  was  responsible 
for  all  the  May  records  in  the  north  of  the  Area,  a  minimum  of  six 
individuals  was  seen  during  the  year  —  approaching  the  record  total 
of  eight  in  1976.  All  but  one  of  the  records  was  in  spring,  reflecting 
the  usual  balance  between  the  two  seasons. 
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115  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus 

All  reports  of  breeding  or  summering  are  summarised  in  the  table 


below. 

Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Kent 

Surrey 

Totals 

Proved  breeding 

7 

7 

28 

9 

4 

6 

61 

Possible  breeding 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

- 

II 

Pairs  present 

15 

5 

3 

1 

6 

- 

30 

Totals 

23 

13 

32 

13 

15 

6 

102 

The  totals  are  in  the  main  very  good.  In  fact,  the  ‘proved  breeding' 
figure  is  the  best  since  the  1970s.  However,  the  Surrey  total  is  very 
poor  and  compares  badly  with  the  37  pairs  found  in  this  county  as 
recently  as  1984.  This  is,  hopefully,  merely  a  reflection  of  observer 
effort  rather  than  a  real  cause  for  concern.  Details  of  Inner  London 
breeding  records  are  given  below. 

M/S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  raised  two  young. 
Children’s  Hospital,  E9,  a  pair  may  have  bred.  Doric  Way,  Euston. 
one  pair  bred.  King's  Cross  goodsyard,  one  pair  bred.  Lambeth 
North  church,  a  pair  possibly  bred  at  this  previously-used  site. 
Linstead  Street,  NW6,  one  pair  bred.  Oxford  Road,  E3,  a  pair 
bred.  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred  close  to  the  park.  St  George's 
church.  Borough  High  Street,  one  pair  bred,  raising  at  least  one 
young.  Wapping,  a  pair  was  present  during  the  breeding  season. 
Westminster,  a  pair  possibly  bred. 

118  Merlin  Falco  columbarius 

E  Berwick  Ponds  and  Corbets  Tey,  one  on  Apr  7th  (MKD).  Fishers 
Green,  one  on  Jan  26th  (GJW). 

H  Ware,  singles  on  Mar  1st  and  11th  (BR). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  a  male  on  Dec  11th  (PN).  Perry  Oaks  SF. 
female/immatures  seen  on  Oct  23rd  and  Nov  4th  (JAS).  Staines 
Res,  males  on  Jan  5th  (JAS)  and  Mar  27th  (PN)  and  an  immature 
male  on  Oct  20th  (CL).  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  a  male  at 
08.15  hrs  on  Nov  18th  (ARD). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  singles  on  Nov  24th  (CDRH)  and  Dec  29th  (RRG). 

The  recent  high  profile  of  this  species  in  London  is  maintained,  with 
possibly  as  many  as  13  birds  seen  this  year,  though  some 
duplication  is  likely. 

1987  Additional  Record 

M  Shepherd's  Bush,  a  male  on  Apr  27th  (RD). 

119  Hobby  Falco  subbuteo 

At  least  seven  pairs  bred  and  possibly  as  many  as  nine,  making  it 
the  best  breeding  season  yet  for  this  species  in  London.  Birds  were 
present  from  Apr  18th  to  Oct  21st  (a  very  late  date)  and  were 
widespread  and  obvious  throughout  that  period.  Over  the  last  15 
years  or  so  this  species  has  gone  from  strength  to  strength.  There 
were,  for  example,  only  18  records  in  1974  compared  with  literally 
hundreds  this  year. 

E  Four  pairs  bred  but  no  details  of  success  or  otherwise  were  received. 
Recorded  at  nine  other  sites. 

H  One  pair  possibly  bred.  Recorded  at  20  sites,  with  up  to  four 
together  at  Amwell  GP. 

M  Two  pairs  bred  (raising  three  and  two  young)  and  probably  a  third. 
Reports  were  received  from  22  sites.  The  earliest  bird  for  the 
London  Area  was  seen  at  Kempton  Park  Res  on  Apr  18th  (KLP). 
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B  Up  to  two  birds  were  reported  from  four  sites. 

K  Surprisingly,  only  seven  records  were  received,  all  from  different  sites. 
S  Two  pairs  bred,  with  three  young  fledging  from  one  of  the  nests. 
Birds  were  seen  at  13  sites.  The  last  birds  of  the  year,  two  adults, 
were  at  Beddington  SF  on  Oct  21st  (JSW).  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  one  flew  S  on  July  21st  (BM). 

123  Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Nov  27th  (JTS). 

M  Staines  Res,  an  adult  female  on  Aug  29th  (AVM).  Inner  London: 

Regent’s  Park,  a  juvenile  or  first-winter  bird  on  Nov  30th  (ARD). 
S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  an  adult  flew  SW  on  Oct  29th  (BM). 

A  standard  crop  of  records,  though  the  usual  caveat  regarding 
falconers’  birds  must  apply. 

129  Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  rufa 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  in  each  county  is  shown  in 
the  table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

5  2  2  -  -  -  9 

The  total  of  nine  breeding  pairs  for  the  whole  of  the  London  Area 
compares  with  totals  over  the  last  four  years  ranging  between  29 
and  47.  The  counts  given  below  suggest  that  this  species  has  not 
undergone  such  a  drastic  decline  as  these  totals  might  indicate,  so 
we  must  assume  that  it  is  now  severely  under-reported  as  a  breeding 
bird.  Breeding  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets).  Inner  London 
records  and  highest  counts  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park  (2).  Epping,  120  (with  27  Chukar  A.  chukar )  on  Oct 
20th.  King  George  V  Res  (1).  Netherhall  GP  (1).  Thorndon  Park  (1). 
H  Coopers  Green,  21  on  Nov  6th.  Panshanger  (1).  Roehyde  (1). 

Tyttenhanger  GP,  40  on  Nov  5th  and  25  on  Dec  10th. 

M  Rammey  Marsh  (1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1).  Inner  London: 
Adelaide  Road  NR,  NW3,  one  from  Apr  15th  to  26th  (DRe  et  al). 
Judd  Street,  WC1,  one  picked  up  on  Apr  6th  (RSPCA  per  NB). 

K  Chevening,  36  on  Jan  17th. 

1986  Additional  Record 

M  Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace,  one  alighted  on  a  ledge  outside 
a  fourth  floor  bedroom  on  May  1st;  the  same  or  another  was  seen 
in  the  grounds  a  week  later  (Brit.  Birds  82:  72-73). 

130  Grey  Partridge  Perdix  perdix 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  in  each  county  is  shown  in 
the  table  below. 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

9  7  4  -  -  -  20 

The  total  of  20  pairs  gives  more  cause  for  concern  than  that  for  the 
previous  species.  Each  of  the  last  three  years  has  now  seen  a  decline 
in  numbers  from  the  42  pairs  reported  in  1984  and  1985.  While 
seven  sites  had  double  figure  coveys  in  1984,  only  four  did  this  year, 
three  in  Essex,  the  species’  stronghold  in  the  Area.  All  breeding 
records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  double  figure  counts  are 
given  below. 

E  Aveley  Marsh,  ten  on  Oct  11th.  Berwick  Ponds  (4).  Dagenham 
Chase,  ten  on  Oct  29th.  Dagnam  Park  (1).  Rainham  Marsh  (3),  21 
on  Dec  10th. 
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H  Coopers  Green  (1).  Dellsome  Bottom  (1).  North  Mymms  Park  (1). 
Panshanger  (1).  Roehyde  (1).  Sleapshyde  GP  (1).  Tvttenhanger 
GP  (1). 

M  Hounslow  Heath  (1).  Osterley  Park  (1).  Parkside  Farm,  Enfield 
(1).  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (1). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  ten  on  Sept  19th. 

131  Quail  Coturnix  coturnix 

M  Ponders  End,  a  female  picked  up  injured  shortly  before  Christmas 
was  taken  into  care  (RSPCA  per  NB). 

S  Epsom  Common,  one  heard  and  seen  down  to  three  or  four  feet 
on  Aug  25th  (JPBn,  APn). 

Two  rather  peculiar  records.  Although  the  Ponders  End  individual 
behaved  like  a  wild  bird,  the  time  of  year  was  most  unusual  and  the 
possibility  of  it  being  an  escape  is  quite  high.  The  Epsom  Common 
bird  was  notable  not  just  for  its  tameness  but  because  there  is  a 
Quail  farm  only  a  few  miles  away.  There  is,  again,  a  high  risk  of  it 
being  an  escape. 

133  Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus 

All  breeding  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  highest 
counts  are  given  below.  The  number  and  distribution  of  breeding 
birds  is  clearly  not  accurately  reflected  by  the  records  submitted:  it 
can  safely  be  assumed  that  more  than  the  20  pairs  indicated  breed 
in  the  London  Area.  Only  a  full  census  would  get  anywhere  near 
the  true  picture. 

E  Epping,  91  in  a  12  acre  field  on  Nov  5th.  Rainham  Marsh  (c4). 
Weald  Park  (2). 

H  Rye  Meads  SF  (2+).  Stocker’s  Lake  (2),  14  on  Mar  15th. 

M  Rammey  Marsh  (4). 

K  Chevening,  100+  in  January.  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  20  seen 
throughout  the  year. 

S  Beddington  SF  (2-3).  Bookham  Common  (1).  Chessington  (2). 


136  Water  Rail  Rallus  aquaticus 

With  no  cold  spells  to  speak  of,  numbers  were  generally  unexcep¬ 
tional.  The  totals  in  Herts  at  the  back  end  of  the  year  were,  though, 
perhaps  higher  than  usual.  The  table  below  details  the  situation  at 
both  ends  of  the  year,  the  numbers  representing  total  birds  present 
each  month. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Totals 


Jan  Feb  Mar 

3  2 

8  11  2 

6  3  4 

6  3  1 

1 

~ 20  20  10 


Apr  Sep  Oct 

2  1 
3  1  3 

1  -  3 

1 

1  3 


4  4  17 


Nov 

4 
22 

6 

3 

5 
1 

~TT 


Dec 

10 

17 

10 


7 

4 

48 


Two  pairs  bred,  with  another  pair  ‘probable’  and  a  bird  calling  in 
suitable  habitat  during  May  and  June.  Details  of  breeding  season 
records,  peak  counts  at  each  site  during  the  year  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (4),  one  pair  probably  bred.  Dagenham  Chase,  two 
pairs  bred.  Fishers  Green  (5).  Rainham  Marsh  (1).  Waltham  Abbey 
(2).  Walthamstow  Res  (1). 

H  Amwell  GP  (1).  Bowyers  GP  (1).  Bury  Lake  (1).  Cassiobury  Park 
(1).  Cheshunt  GP  (11).  Hilfield  Park  Res  (1).  Park  Street,  one 
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calling  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  during  May  and  June.  Rye 
Meads  SF  (5).  Stanstead  Abbots  GP  (3).  Stocker’s  Lake  (4). 
Turnford  Marsh  (1). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (1).  Brent  Res  (4).  Broadwater  GP  (1).  Frays 
River,  Uxbridge  (1).  Hampstead  Heath  (1).  Kempton  Park  Res  (1). 
Queen  Mary  GP  (1).  Rammey  Marsh  (1).  Yiewsley  GP  (3).  Inner 
London:  Old  Broad  Street,  EC2,  one  on  Nov  22nd  remained  for 
much  of  the  day  on  a  ledge  on  Barclays  Bank  (SGDC).  Paul  Street, 
EC2,  one  picked  up  on  Oct  7th  was  released  at  Brent  Res  (RSPCA 
per  NB). 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (3). 

K  Chipstead  Lake  (1).  Darenth  WCB  (1).  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (2). 
Littlebrook  GP  (1)  Ruxley  GP  (3).  Sevenoaks  Reserve  (1). 

S  Beddington  SF  (1).  Epsom  Common  (1).  Hersham  GP  (1).  Hogsmill 
River,  Kingston  (1).  Hogsmill  SF  (1). 

137  Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  from  Aug  24th  to  Sept  11th  (PM  et  al). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Aug  31st  (MHk). 

The  first  records  since  1985,  both  on  typical  dates. 

142  Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus 

High  counts,  large  breeding  concentrations  and  Inner  London 
breeding  records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  68  on  Dec  18th.  Fishers  Green,  44  on  Jan  10th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  seven  pairs  bred;  50  on  Nov  30th.  Cheshunt  GP,  20 
pairs  bred;  78  on  Jan  16th.  Colne  Valley,  51  counted  between  Troy 
Mill  GP  and  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Jan  23rd.  Grand  Union  Canal 
between  Black  Jack’s  Mill  and  Rickmansworth,  18  pairs,  ‘a  sharp 
decrease  on  previous  years’.  Rye  Meads  SF,  60  pairs. 

M  Brent  Res,  c20  pairs  bred;  50+  on  Sept  9th.  Little  Britain  Lake, 
70+  on  Dec  18th.  Inner  London:  bred  at  the  following  sites  (with 
number  of  pairs,  where  known,  in  brackets)  -  Barbican  (1),  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  Regent’s  Canal  at  Kings  Cross, 
Regent’s  Park,  St  James’s  Park,  Victoria  Park. 

K  Darenth  Lakes,  65  on  Jan  13th.  Dartford  Marsh,  60  on  Jan  24th 
and  70  on  Feb  13th. 

S  Barwell  Lake,  52  on  Jan  17th.  River  Wandle  between  Butterhill 
and  Morden  Hall  Park,  22  pairs.  Inner  London:  bred  at  the 
following  sites  (with  number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  -  Battersea  Park 
(5),  Surrey  Docks  (2+). 

145  Coot  Fulicaatra 

Details  of  large  breeding  concentrations  and  peak  monthly  counts 
from  principal  localities  (those  where  100  or  more  were  reported  at 
some  time  during  the  year)  in  tabular  form  are  given  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  21  broods. 

H  Amwell  GP,  22  broods.  Batchworth  Lake,  12  pairs  bred.  Cheshunt 
GP,  82  broods.  Grand  Union  Canal  south  of  Rickmansworth,  15 
pairs.  Rye  Meads  SF,  53  pairs. 

M  Brent  Res,  at  least  60  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  St  James’s  Park, 
34  occupied  nests  in  April  and  May  (the  highest  figure  there  since 
counts  began  in  1979);  at  least  20  broods  in  June  and  54  juveniles  on 
July  13th. 
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S  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  13  pairs.  River  Wandle,  20  pairs.  Watton 
Ponds,  21  pairs. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

Fairlop  Lake 

1(H) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

182 

Fishers  Green 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

305 

349 

— 

661 

Roydon  GP 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—  * 

70 

- 

90 

130 

Walthamstow  Res 

450 

250 

254 

— 

— 

457 

648 

560 

492 

H 

Amwell  GP 

427 

196 

131 

— 

155 

329 

318 

373 

318 

Bury  Lake 

170 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

245 

- 

137 

Cheshunt  GP 

440 

330 

210 

— 

— 

365 

535 

455 

480 

Rye  Meads  SF 

120 

137 

139 

— 

— 

212 

262 

187 

130 

Stocker’s  Lake 

276 

194 

152 

1(H) 

— 

120 

196 

165 

2(H) 

Troy  Mill  GP 

260 

— 

- 

- 

145 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M 

Brent  Res 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

260 

— 

— 

— 

King  George  VI  Res 

212 

139 

92 

- 

- 

5(H) 

168 

91 

81 

Queen  Mary  GP 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

140 

— 

St  James’s  Park 

113 

— 

— 

— 

203 

— 

— 

195 

— 

Regent's  Park 

119 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

B 

Wraysbury  GP 

- 

3(H) 

- 

- 

- 

225 

2(H) 

240 

320 

K 

Littlebrook  GP 

156 

79 

35 

28 

16 

10 

— 

30 

64 

Ruxley  GP 

40 

37 

30 

- 

- 

80 

107 

91 

97 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

149 

104 

37 

20 

36 

115 

72 

80 

85 

Thamesmead 

252 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

S 

Richmond  Park 

— 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

182 

Walton  Res 

375 

279 

125 

- 

- 

237 

378 

535 

565 

151  Oystercatcher  Haematopus  ostralegus 

Two  pairs  were  proved  to  breed  along  the  Lower  Thames. 
Elsewhere  there  was  a  large  number  of  records,  as  usual,  with  most 
between  February  and  August.  Most  birds  were  recorded  in  May 
(14)  and  August  (20).  All  records  are  given  or  summarised. 

E  Barking,  two  on  Apr  17th.  Fairlop  Lake,  three  on  Mar  14th.  Fishers 
Green,  one  on  Feb  20th.  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  May  15th 
and  Aug  22nd.  Rainham  Marsh,  present  on  many  dates  between 
Mar  19th  and  Aug  15th:  one  pair  bred  and  there  were  three  on  Apr 
2nd  and  16th  and  July  30th  and  five  on  Aug  7th;  one  on  Sept  3rd. 
Walthamstow  Res,  two  on  Mar  14th  and  Aug  15th.  West  Thurrock, 
present  on  a  number  of  dates  between  Apr  30th  and  Aug  23rd,  with 
a  maximum  of  four  on  July  23rd;  one  pair  nested;  singles  on  Sept 
3rd  and  Nov  6th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Feb  20th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Mar  13th. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  singles  on  May  30th  and  July  15th. 

M  Brent  Res,  singles  on  Apr  4th  and  June  5th.  Broadwater  GP,  one 
on  Aug  5th.  Highway  Farm,  Harefield,  singles  on  May  2nd  and  7th. 
Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Apr  26th.  King  George  VI  Res,  singles 
on  Mar  13th  and  July  16th  and  two  on  July  30th.  Moorhall  GP, 
singles  on  Apr  24th  and  May  24th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  singles  on  June 
11th  and  Aug  13th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  four  on  Aug  4th  and  singles 
flying  W  on  Sept  24th  and  Oct  28th.  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Feb 
21st,  Mar  10th,  Mar  13th  and  May  2nd  and  two  on  May  18th. 

B  Horton  GP,  one  flew  over  on  Sept  29th.  Queen  Mother  Res,  one 
on  May  21st,  two  on  May  24th  and  June  4th,  seven  flew  S  on  July 
30th  and  one  on  Sept  18th.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  May  7th. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  two  on  Apr  24th.  Dartford  Marsh,  two  in  January 
and  February  and  on  four  dates  in  April,  but  four  on  Apr  27th;  one 
on  July  7th,  eight  on  Aug  7th  and  singles  on  Aug  8th  and  Dec  8th. 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Jan  1st. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Mar  9th.  Beddington  SF,  one  on  May  9th. 
Hersham  GP,  singles  on  May  18th  and  Aug  12th.  Tooting,  one  flew 
N  on  Mar  16th.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Waterloo,  one  on 
Mar  8th  (PJSn). 
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1987  Additional  Record 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  five  on  Apr  30th  (CL). 

153  Avocet  Recurvirostraavosetta 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  flew  W  on  May  8th  (PJV).  Rainham 
Marsh,  five  on  Apr  22nd  (WV). 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  two  on  May  23rd  (MBw,  SR). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  four  on  May  18th  (CL,  JAS). 

Quite  a  good  year,  with  12  birds  appearing  in  a  little  over  a  month 
during  the  spring.  The  majority  of  London  Area  records  have  been 
between  March  and  June. 

158  Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius 


Records  of  pairs 

in  the  breeding  season  are  summarised  in 

the  table 

below. 

Sites 

Pairs  proved 
breeding 

Other  pairs 
present 

Total 

pairs 

Essex 

10 

16 

- 

16 

Herts 

8 

14 

3 

17 

Middx 

7 

5 

3 

8 

Bucks 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Kent 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Surrey 

5 

2 

4 

6 

Totals 

32 

39 

10 

49 

The  first  birds  of  the  year  were  three  at  Beddington  SF  on  Mar  21st. 
The  number  of  pairs  reported  was  well  down,  though  it  is  unclear 
from  many  of  the  records  submitted  whether  the  birds  present  were 
breeding  or  holding  territory.  At  one  of  the  main  sites  north  of  the 
River  Thames  only  six  young  were  reared  by  eight  nesting  pairs, 
suggesting  a  very  poor  breeding  season.  One  pair  in  north  west 
London  chose  to  breed  on  a  building  site,  well  away  from  any 
permanent  water  and  subject  to  heavy  disturbance,  but  still 
managed  to  produce  two  broods.  As  usual,  July  saw  the  largest 
counts,  as  adults  and  juveniles  gathered  prior  to  departure.  Some 
large  counts  in  July  included  18  at  Netherhall  GP  on  2nd,  16  at 
Rammey  Marsh  on  9th  and  13th,  15  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  9th,  13 
at  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  12th  and  32  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  July  17th, 
where  the  last  sighting  was  reported  on  Sept  18th. 

159  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula 

A  total  of  18  pairs  was  proved  to  breed,  12  along  the  Lower 
Thames  and  six  away  from  the  River.  All  breeding  records  are  given 
together  with  peak  counts  for  each  county.  Birds  were  present  at 
inland  sites  between  Jan  27th  and  Oct  19th. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  pairs  bred.  West  Thurrock,  six  pairs  bred. 
Outside  the  breeding  season,  maximum  monthly  counts  for  these 
two  sites  were  as  follows. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

35 

10 

15 

20 

100 

1(H) 

25 

20 

70 

West  Thurrock 

150 

35 

- 

- 

167 

155 

18 

9 

- 

No  more  than  two  were  reported  anywhere  away  from  the  River 
Thames. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  pair  bred,  raising  four  young.  Tyttenhanger  GP, 
three  pairs  bred. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  12  on  Aug  20th.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  at  least  one 
pair  hatched  young,  but  these  soon  disappeared;  present  almost 
continuously  between  Feb  21st  and  Oct  19th,  with  peak  spring 
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count  of  40  on  June  4th  and,  in  autumn,  51  on  Aug  16th  and  42  on 
Sept  2nd. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  three  in  September. 

K  At  least  two  pairs  bred  at  Dartford  Marsh;  peak  monthly  counts 
outside  the  breeding  season  were  as  follows. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Jill  Ain >  Sep  ()el  Nov  Dee 

Dartford  Marsh  SO  07  4  1(H)  1(H)  5-2 

S  Hersham  GP,  three  pairs  bred.  Highest  counts  were  seven  at  Barn 
Elms  Res  on  Apr  29th  and  the  same  number  at  Beddington  SF  on 
Aug  30th  and  Sept  27th. 

165  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria 

Numbers  were  back  to  normal  at  Fairlop  following  the  very  high 
count  in  September  1987.  As  usual,  the  main  wintering  flocks  were 
found  in  the  north  and  east  of  the  Area,  with  only  five  records,  of 
no  more  than  three  birds,  south  of  the  River  Thames.  Mild  weather 
at  both  ends  of  the  year  meant  little  in  the  way  of  cold  weather 
movements  being  noted,  with  the  possible  exception  of  Jan  22nd 
and  23rd,  when  several  small  flocks  appeared  at  unusual  localities 
following  snowfalls  and  some  Fapwing  movement  on  22nd.  Details 
of  sites  holding  at  least  ten  birds  at  some  time  during  the  year  are 
given  below.  There  were  no  records  after  Apr  12th  or  before  Sept 
12th. 

E  Fairlop,  400  on  Jan  16th;  not  counted  in  February  or  March  but 
still  130  on  Apr  11th;  at  the  end  of  the  year,  200  on  Oct  30th,  250 
on  Nov  30th  and  600  on  Dec  31st.  Fishers  Green,  12  on  Jan  22nd 
and  30  on  Nov  22nd.  Hainault,  30  on  Feb  16th  and  12  on  Mar  5th. 
Little  Faver,  12  on  Nov  6th. 

H  Bell  Fane,  150  on  Jan  2nd.  London  Colney,  70  on  Jan  2nd, 
increasing  to  230  by  Feb  28th.  Radlett  Aerodrome,  200  on  Feb 
29th.  Symondshyde  Farm,  106  on  Oct  28th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  17 
on  Mar  19th  and  25  on  Dec  31st. 

M  Staines  Moor,  39  on  Jan  23rd,  14  on  Feb  12th  and  19  on  Nov  24th. 
Staines  Res,  peak  monthly  counts  on  the  drained  north  basin  were 
34  on  Jan  23rd,  16  on  several  dates  in  February  and  20  on  Mar  6th; 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  19  on  the  concrete  bank  on  Dec  17th  and  18th. 

B  Richings  Park,  Iver,  14  on  Jan  23rd. 
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166  Grey  Plover  Pluvialis  squatarola 

E  Aveley,  three  on  Oct  19th  (KB).  Fairlop  Lake,  four  on  Sept  17th 
(AB1).  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr  22nd  (GJW).  King  George  V 
Res,  a  flock  of  17  circled  and  flew  N  on  Sept  14th  and  one  on  Oct 
2nd  (SCr).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Sept  18th  (MKD)  and  Oct 
9th  (SPg).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  May  8th  (LGd).  West 
Thurrock,  two  on  Jan  10th,  one  on  Feb  15th,  two  on  Sept  15th  and 
17th,  four  on  21st  and  singles  on  Nov  6th  and  Dec  24th  (AB1,  MKD, 
SPg,  PJV). 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  flew  over  on  Sept  25th  (RMRG). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  two  on  May  8th  (FRC,  JAS)  and  a  juvenile 
from  Sept  16th  to  21st  (RBH,  CL,  BAR  et  al).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  four 
on  Sept  9th  (JAS).  Queen  Mary  Res,  three  on  Oct  5th  (HRG). 
Staines  Res,  singles  on  Apr  2nd  (PGn,  ASS),  flying  SE  on  Aug  28th 
(AVM)  and  on  Nov  10th  (CL). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  from  Nov  7th  to  14th  (CL,  JAS). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  31st  (BEW),  two  on  Sept  24th  (AJM) 
and  Oct  1st  (PGG),  three  on  Nov  18th  (BEW)  and  one  on  Dec  27th 
(DDa). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  flew  W  on  May  11th  (RBH)  and  two  on  Oct 
11th  (SBr).  Hersham  GP,  two  in  summer  plumage  on  May  8th 
(MLd).  Island  Barn  Res,  five  flew  E  on  May  7th  (MLd). 

Not  many  on  the  Lower  Thames  in  either  winter  period,  but  both 
passage  periods  produced  a  good  number  of  records,  particularly 
between  May  7th  and  11th  and  during  the  second  half  of 
September.  The  flock  of  17  in  the  Lea  Valley  was  the  largest  away 
from  the  River  Thames  since  1982. 

169  Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus 

Even  bearing  in  mind  that  this  is  very  much  under-recorded  as  a 
breeding  species,  the  number  of  pairs  reported  breeding  (about  77) 
represents  a  decrease  for  the  third  year  in  a  row  and  must  give  some 
cause  for  concern.  It  is  hoped  that  fieldwork  for  the  New  Breeding 
Atlas  will  give  a  clearer  picture.  Mild  weather  at  both  ends  of  the 
year  meant  that  wintering  flocks  were  both  widespread  and  large. 
There  were  only  one  or  two  cold  weather  movements,  notably 
during  snowfalls  on  Jan  22nd.  The  largest  winter  flocks,  details  of 
weather  movements,  all  Inner  London  records  and  a  case  of  leucism 
are  noted  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  500  on  Dec  27th.  Harlow,  500  on  Dec  4th. 
Netherhall  GP,  600  on  Aug  6th,  an  early  date  for  a  flock  of  this 
size.  Rainham  Marsh,  1,000  on  Feb  6th. 

H  Bell  Lane,  500  on  Feb.  Broxbourne  GP,  1,000  on  Dec  31st.  Colney 
Heath  Lane,  2,000  on  Feb  14th.  Coopers  Green,  500  on  Jan  2nd. 
Hoddesdon,  1,000  flew  E  on  Jan  10th.  London  Colney,  1,500  on 
Jan  2nd  increasing  to  2,500  on  Jan  31st,  1,500  on  Feb  28th  and  500 
on  Oct  29th.  Radlett  Aerodrome,  1,000  on  Feb  29th.  Tyttenhanger 
GP,  500  on  Feb  6th.  West  Hyde,  1,300  on  Dec  11th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  461  flew  over  in  various  directions  on  Jan  22nd. 
Kempton  Park  Res,  500  on  Dec  30th.  Staines  Res,  c2,000  on  Jan 
24th,  up  to  1,000  in  February  and  848  on  Mar  9th;  an  off-white 
leucistic  bird  with  an  orange  head  was  present  in  this  flock  in 
January  and  February.  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  600+  on  Jan  22nd. 
West  Ruislip  GC,  250  flew  over  on  Jan  22nd.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  50  flew  over  on  Jan  22nd  and  six  on  the  ground  on 
June  11th.  Tower  Hill,  five  flew  SE  on  Dec  29th. 
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K  Chevening,  1,500  on  Jan  17th  and  24th.  Chipstead,  c600  on  Jan  1st. 
Dartford  Marsh,  1,550  on  Jan  28th  and  1,500  on  Feb  13th. 

S  Apps  Court  Farm,  700  on  Jan  23rd.  Beddington  SF,  900  moved  S 
on  Jan  9th. 

170  Knot  Calidris  canutus 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  from  May  8th  to  15th  (JF  et  al),  with  two  on 
13th  (ADW).  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Nov  12th  (MKD  et  al). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  May  22nd  (CL),  two  on  June  8th  (JAS)  and 
one  on  Sept  4th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  one  flew  E  on  Sept  7th  (AVM). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  singles  from  Sept  9th  to  14th  (CDRH,  JAS  et 
al)  and  on  Nov  12th  (CL). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  May  11th  (BEW). 

There  were  very  few  records  this  year,  with  a  noticeable  scarcity  of 
records  in  September,  which  is  usually  the  best  month. 

171  Sanderling  Calidris  alba 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Apr  30th  (PJV  et  al).  Wm  Girling  Res, 
one  on  Aug  17th  (ADW).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug  21st  (AVM, 
PN)  and  27th  (SPg). 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  May  8th  (SPe). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Sept  23rd  (PAG).  King  George  VI  Res, 
singles  on  May  1st  (PN)  and  8th  (AVM).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on 
June  12th  (CL).  Wraysbury  Res,  three  on  July  30th  (BAR). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  singles  on  May  13th  (CDRH)  and  18th,  13  on 
24th  (CL)  and  one  on  Sept  24th  (CL,  JAS,  RES). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  two  on  May  12th  (BPA,  RBH). 

Only  nine  occurrences  in  May,  all  but  two  of  single  birds,  a  very 
modest  total  by  the  standard  of  recent  years. 

175  Little  Stint  Calidris  minuta 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Sept  18th  (MKD).  West  Thurrock,  two  on 
Aug  27th  and  28th  (MKD,  PJV  et  al). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  Aug  8th  (CL),  then  regularly  from  Aug 
19th,  with  four  on  25th  and  27th,  increasing  to  13  on  Sept  4th,  14 
on  6th  and  11th  and  ten  on  28th  (CL,  JAS  et  al);  in  October,  up 
to  three  between  8th  and  14th  (CL,  JAS)  and  a  late  bird  on  Nov 
6th  (CL).  Rammey  Marsh,  present  between  Sept  6th  and  15th,  with 
a  maximum  of  three  on  7th  and  8th  (SCr).  Staines  Res,  one  on  May 
18th  (PGn),  one  on  Sept  18th  (REM)  and  three  on  22nd  (CL). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  singles  on  Sept  16th,  25th  and  28th  (CL). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  May  12th  and  13th  (BEW,  AJM). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Sept  13th  (RBH).  Beddington  SF,  noted 
between  Sept  4th  and  27th,  with  one  or  two  on  many  dates  (mo), 
but  three  on  8th  and  11th  (PRA),  and  one  or  two  between  Oct  28th 
and  31st  (RWd). 

Widespread  in  September.  The  flock  of  14  at  Perry  Oaks  is  the 
largest  count  in  the  London  Area  for  five  years  and  reverses  the 
recent  run  of  very  poor  numbers  in  autumn. 

176  Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temrninckii 

Four  records,  involving  five  birds,  all  in  May.  May  records  have 
become  more  dominant  among  London  Area  records  for  this 
species  over  the  last  ten  years. 
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E  Dagenham  Chase,  two  from  May  15th  to  20tn  (KB  et  al). 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  May  12th  (MBw,  SR). 

M  Staines  Res,  one  flew  around  calling  but  did  not  land  on  May  4th 
(GAR). 

S  Hersham  GP,  one  on  May  18th  (MLd). 

180  Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 

E  Netherhall  GP,  one  from  Oct  14th  to  16th  (AH  et  al)  was  also  seen 
in  Herts  (see  below). 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Oct  14th  and  15th  (AH  et  al)  was  also  seen 
in  Essex  (see  above). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  from  Sept  4th  to  11th  (CL,  JAS).  Kempton 
Park  Res,  one  from  Oct  7th  to  10th  (PAG). 

S  Bedington  SF,  one  from  Sept  17th  to  27th  (PRA,  SJA  et  al). 

The  first  records  in  the  London  Area  for  three  years.  If  four 
different  birds  were  involved,  1988  was  the  best  year  since  six 
appeared  in  1983,  but  the  sequential  appearance  at  four  localities 
suggests  the  possibility  that  only  one  very  mobile  bird  was  involved. 

182  Curlew  Sandpiper  Calidris  ferruginea 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Oct  7th  (ACy).  West  Thurrock,  six  on 
Sept  10th  (PJV  et  al),  eight  on  17th  (MKD),  two  on  21st,.  four  on 
25th,  three  on  26th  (AB1  et  al)  and  one  on  Oct  1st  (MKD). 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  from  Sept  2nd  to  4th  (RMRG  et  al). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Sept  13th  (CL),  three  from  14th  to  17th 
(RBH,  CL  et  al),  four  on  18th  (AVM,  PN)  and  three  on  21st  (CL). 
King  George  VI  Res,  two  on  Sept  17th  (PN)  and  one  on  Oct  1st 
(BAR).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  present  on  many  dates  between  Sept  2nd 
and  19th,  with  highest  counts  of  seven  on  4th,  12  on  9th,  seven  on 
Sept  10th  and  nine  on  11th  and  13th,  then  six  on  28th  and  eight  on 
Oct  8th  and  9th  (CL,  JAS  et  al).  Rammey  Marsh,  three  singles  on 
Sept  14th  and  15th,  Oct  7th  and  8th  and  Oct  10th  and  11th  (SCr). 
Staines  Res,  two  on  Sept  11th  (JAH,  PN)  and  four  on  Sept  18th 
(REM).  Wraysbury  Res,  one  on  Sept  9th  (CDRH). 

S  Beddington  SF,  singles  between  Sept  7th  and  19th,  with  two  on  9th, 
and  one  on  Oct  6th  (PRA,  GDJM,  PGWS  et  al).  Hersham  GP, 
one  on  Sept  14th  (WRI). 

Only  reported  during  the  autumn  period,  with  good  numbers  of 
juveniles  concentrated  between  Sept  2nd  and  Oct  11th  at  a  high 
total  of  11  localities.  There  were  impressive  numbers  at  many 
coastal  sites  in  late  August  and  early  September  (J  S  Kirby  et  al 
1989,  Brit.  Birds  82:  399-409),  including  more  than  100  at  East 
Tilbury  in  the  Thames  Estuary,  not  far  outside  the  London 
Area. 

184  Dunlin  Calidris  alpina 


Peak  monthly  counts  for  the  principal  sites  for  the  species  are  shown 
in  the  table  below. 


Jan  Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jim 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

E 

King  George  V  Res 

1 

— 

1 

6 

— 

3 

4 

55 

1 

— 

— 

Rainham  Marsh 

550  50 

40 

25 

30 

- 

— 

5 

12 

30 

250 

450 

West  Thurrock 

3,500  3,000 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

75 

1 ,200 

7,000 

6,000 

M 

King  George  VI  Res 

—  — 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

14 

29 

60 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

-  - 

7 

6 

2 

4 

122 

106 

117 

17 

38 

51 

Staines  Moor 

40  30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

36 

— 

Staines  Res 

101  61 

21 

1 

11 

- 

2 

10 

20 

3 

10 

74 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

800 . 1,500 

30 

46 

— 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

80 

200 
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After  the  recent  increases  in  the  Lower  Thames  population,  which 
roost  on  the  West  Thurrock  ash  lagoons,  the  sudden  doubling  of 
numbers  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  was  extraordinary  and 
brings  numbers  almost  back  to  the  levels  of  the  early  1970s,  when 
the  highest-ever  numbers  were  present  in  the  London  Area.  It  was 
also  interesting  to  note  again  the  early  influx  of  overland  migrants 
in  late  July  at  Perry  Oaks  SF,  where  the  peak  counts  were  on  July 
30th  and  Aug  4th.  There  was  also  a  later  influx  during  September, 
with  117  on  16th,  declining  to  66  on  18th,  but  otherwise  no  more 
than  21  all  month.  Both  of  these  influxes  were  reflected  to  a  lesser 
extent  at  other  inland  sites,  notably  the  latter  at  King  George  V 
Res  where  55  on  Sept  14th  was  a  very  high  count  for  the  site.  Other 
large  counts  and  inland  records  of  ten  or  more  are  given  below. 

Barking,  100  on  Dec  31st.  Grays,  120  on  Nov  6th. 

Rye  Meads  SF,  17  on  May  8th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  ten  on  Apr  23rd. 
Kempton  Park  Res,  68  on  Dec  22nd.  Rammey  Marsh,  ten  on  July 
30th  and  31st. 

Queen  Mother  Res,  13  on  Sept  16th. 

Erith  Marsh,  c300  on  Nov  25th  and  up  to  344  in  December. 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  160  on  Jan  1st  and  200  on  Dec  24th. 
Beddington  SF,  16  on  July  28th,  20  on  Sept  14th  and  11  on  15th. 
Hersham  GP,  22  on  July  29th.  Walton  Res,  up  to  23  between  Feb 
26th  and  Mar  13th.  1 

Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 


Highest  monthly  counts  for  the  main  sites  are  shown  in  the 
following  table.  Other  records  are  given  under  counties  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Mav 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dee 

Rainham  Marsh 

2 

— 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

West  Thurrock 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

3 

- 

1 

Kins  Georse  VI  Res 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

11 

4 

3 

— 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

— 

— 

14 

— 

5 

2 

7 

7 

12 

8 

8 

2 

Staines  Moor 

12 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

4 

4 

- 

Staines  Res 

12 

9 

9 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

2 

- 

8 

18 

Dartford  Marsh 

11 

10 

Dagenham  Chase,  one  from  Aug  10th  to  20th.  Fishers  Green,  one 
on  Apr  22nd. 

Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Aug  15th  and  Aug  28th  and  29th.  Rye 
Meads  SF,  two  on  Sept  2nd  and  one  on  3rd.  Tyttenhanger  GP. 
singles  on  Apr  23rd  and  between  Aug  24th  and  29th. 

Highway  Farm,  Hare  field,  two  from  Sept  18th  to  25th.  Kempton 
Park  Res,  one  on  Aug  19th  and  21st. 

Queen  Mother  Res,  two  on  Nov  12th  and  13th,  four  on  17th  and 
six  on  25th. 

Erith  Marshes,  four  during  December.  Thamesmead,  one  on 
Aug  25th. 

Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Sept  7th  and  four  on  18th.  Beddington  SF, 
singles  on  May  11th  and  12th  and  on  June  11th;  main  autumn 
passage  between  Aug  25th  and  Sept  18th,  with  a  maximum  of  six 
on  Sept  15th;  three  on  Oct  11th  and  one  on  27th  and  28th.  Hersham 
GP,  singles  on  May  22nd  and  from  July  3rd  to  29th,  with  two  on 
July  8th,  and  further  singles  on  Aug  8th,  10th  and  15th  and  four  on 
Aug  17th.  Hogsmill  SF,  one  on  Aug  11th  and  20th. 

Numbers  were  rather  low  on  the  Lower  Thames  at  the  start  of  the 
year  and  negligible  at  the  end.  At  the  other  main  wintering  area, 
on  the  south-west  Middx  plain,  numbers  were  about  normal.  Unlike 
1987,  there  was  little  evidence  of  any  spring  passage,  and  autumn 
numbers  were  everywhere  unremarkable. 
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189  Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes  minimus 

All  sites  from  which  this  winter  visitor  was  recorded  are  given 
below,  with  the  maximum  count  for  each  winter  period  (January  to 
April;  September  to  December)  shown  in  brackets.  Numbers 
appear  to  have  been  relatively  low  at  both  ends  of  the  year, 
probably  due  to  the  lack  of  any  really  cold  weather  during  the 
winter  months,  which  in  the  past  has  concentrated  birds  at  certain 
favoured  sites.  In  spring  the  last  bird  was  reported  at  Amwell  GP  on 
Apr  28th  and  the  first  returning  bird  in  autumn  was  at  Sevenoaks 
Reserve  on  the  early  date  of  Sept  18th. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (0:1).  Dagenham  Chase  (2:1).  Fairlop  (4:3). 

Nazeing  (1:0).  Rainham  Marsh  (2:0). 

H  Amwell  GP  (4:1).  Broxbourne  GP  (1:0).  Cheshunt  GP  (1:0). 
Hatfield  (1:0).  London  Colney  (2:0).  Rye  Meads  SF  (1:3). 
Tyttenhanger  GP  (0:1). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (1:0).  Boxer’s  Lake,  Enfield  (1:0).  Brent  Res  (1:2). 
Broadwater  GP  (1:0).  Cranford  Lane  GP  (1:0).  Hounslow  (0:2). 
Rammey  Marsh  (4:0).  Yiewsley  GP  (4:2). 

B  Wraysbury  GP  (0:1). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (1:0).  Littlebrook  GP  (1:0).  Sevenoaks 

S  Beddington  SF  (1:2).  Hersham  GP  (1:1).  Hersham  SF  (0:1). 
Hogsmill  SF  (4:2).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Mar  9th 
(BM). 

190  Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago 

Highest  counts  in  each  sector  and  all  breeding  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  40  on  Feb  28th,  70  on  Mar  12th,  one  drumming  in 
April  and  45  on  Dec  11th.  Dagenham  Chase,  92  on  Jan  24th,  40  on 
Feb  2nd  and  144  on  Nov  16th.  Fairlop,  one  on  May  19th.  Hainault, 
30  on  Apr  1st.  Nazeing,  70  on  Apr  1st.  Rainham  Marsh,  50+  on 
Mar  12th,  one  drumming  in  April  and  35  in  December. 

H  Amwell  GP,  22  on  Feb  6th  and  one  on  June  16th.  Bell  Lane,  46  on 
Apr  9th  and  three  on  May  14th.  Broad  Colney,  34  on  Oct  29th. 
Broxbourne  GP,  100  on  Feb  21st  and  Nov  13th.  Moor  Lane, 
Rickmansworth,  one  ‘chipping’  on  Apr  28th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  30  on 
Feb  21st  and  40  on  Dec  9th.  Smallford  GP,  a  bird  drumming  on 
Apr  13th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  60  on  Jan  10th. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  43  on  Jan  10th,  36  on  Feb  6th  and  23  on  Dec  11th. 
Frays  Meadows,  Uxbridge,  36  on  Jan  30th  and  53  on  Mar  20th. 
Kempton  Park  Res,  25  on  Oct  28th.  Rammey  Marsh,  25  on  Feb  23rd 
and  23  on  Oct  29th.  Staines  Moor,  40  on  Jan  3rd.  Staines  Res,  160  on 
Jan  31st,  142  on  Feb  20th  and  103  on  Mar  13th,  all  on  the  drained 
north  basin.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Feb  12th  (ARD). 
B  Wraysbury  GP,  up  to  ten  in  March. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c500  on  Jan  1st,  120  on  Feb  13th,  35  on  Mar  27th, 
40  on  Oct  29th  and  105  on  Dec  29th.  Erith  Marshes,  30  in 
November,  increasing  to  a  maximum  of  64  on  Dec  29th.  Littlebrook 
GP,  400  on  Jan  17th  and  60  on  Feb  28th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  40 
on  Jan  9th,  80  on  Feb  5th,  60  on  Mar  23rd,  up  to  45  in  October, 
42  on  Nov  3rd  and  165  on  Dec  5th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  up  to  64  in  January  and  February,  75  in  March  and 
30  in  December.  Hogsmill  SF,  30  on  Dec  31st.  Riverside  Farm,  cl50 
on  Jan  17th  and  94  on  Feb  14th.  Walton  GP,  30  on  Nov  11th.  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Mar  14th  (DAM). 
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There  were  very  few  May  or  June  records  this  year  and  no  pairs 
were  proved  to  breed.  Outside  the  breeding  season,  100  or  more 
birds  were  recorded  at  seven  sites.  The  three  highest  counts  were 
all  in  Kent,  where  the  high  numbers  in  the  Dartford  area  at  the  end 
of  1987  continued  into  the  new  year. 

194  Woodcock  Scolopax  rusticola 

Records  outside  the  breeding  season  are  summarised  in  the 
following  table.  All  records  from  probable  breeding  sites,  with  the 
minimum  number  of  birds  (or  pairs)  in  brackets,  and  all  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below  under  the  county  headings. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Sightings  2  2  8  1  8  14  8 

Total  Birds  2  2  6  1  8  15  5 

E  Beachet  Wood  (1).  Epping  Forest  (2).  North  Weald  (1). 

H  Bayford  Wood  (1).  Box  Woods  (2).  Broxbourne  Woods  (4-5). 

Combe  Wood,  Shenley  (2).  Hatfield  Park  (4).  Panshanger  (1). 

M  Ruislip  Local  NR,  two  on  Aug  3rd.  Inner  London:  single  birds  were 
picked  up  and  handed  to  the  RSPCA  on  the  following  dates: 
Broadgate,  EC2  (Oct  24th),  Bishopsgate,  EC2  (Oct  31st),  Eldon 
Street,  EC2  (Nov,  3rd),  Springfield  Road,  NW8  (Nov  4th), 
Barbican,  EC1  (Nov  17th),  Broadgate,  EC2  (Nov  18th)  and  Euston 
Station,  NW1  (Nov  20th)  (all  RSPCA  per  NB). 

B  Black  Park  (3). 

K  Westerham  Wood  (3). 

S  Ashtead  Common  (1).  Bookham  Common  (1).  Epsom  Common 
(2).  Titsey  Wood  (1).  West  End  Common,  Esher  (1). 

Mild  weather  at  both  ends  of  the  year  produced  remarkably  few 
sightings,  but  the  passage  peaks  in  March  and,  especially,  Novem¬ 
ber  are  obvious.  The  tendency  for  disoriented  birds  to  turn  up 
almost  anywhere  in  late  autumn  is  well  illustrated  by  the  number 
of  Inner  London  records  at  this  time,  all  of  birds  picked  up  and 
handed  to  the  RSPCA. 

195  Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Apr  29th  (KB).  Netherhall  GP,  one  from 
Aug  13th  to  16th  (JR).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Mar  28th  and  30th 
(MKD,  SPg).  Sewardstone,  one  on  Apr  22nd  (SCr  et  al). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  on  June  24th  (JAS).  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  on 
June  18th  (HRG).  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  flew  over  on  Sept  11th 
(DJMs). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  on  July  29th  (JSW). 

Only  eight  records  of  single  birds  is  the  poorest  showing  of  this 
regular  migrant  for  many  years. 

1987  Additional  Record 
H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  May  7th  (CIB). 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  lapponica 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  May  28th  and  30th  (SPg)  and  on  July 
2nd  (MKD).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  Sept  10th  (PJV  et  al)  and 
Dec  3rd  (SPg). 

H  Amwell  GP,  two  on  Apr  28th  (HPM)  and  singles  on  Apr  30th  and 
May  2nd  (CC1,  GJW).  Croxley  Hall  Farm,  one  on  May  8th  (DCn). 
M  Kempton  Park  Res,  three  on  Apr  27th  (CL).  King  George  VI  Res, 
one  on  Apr  30th  and  May  1st  (AVM,  PN)  was  also  seen  on  Staines 
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Moor;  one  on  May  8th  (RBH).  Sipson,  two  on  flooded  fields  on 
May  2nd  (GAR).  Southall,  two  on  playing  fields  on  July  27th  (SJS). 
Staines  Moor,  one  from  Apr  30th  to  May  2nd  (PN  et  al).  Staines 
Res,  five  flew  SE  on  Apr  27th  (FRC,  ASS)  and  13  flew  E  on  Apr 
29th  (FRC). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  May  11th  (BEW)  and  Aug  2nd  (CWn, 
RWn). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  flying  with  Whimbrel  on  Aug  18th  (GDJM). 
Island  Barn  Res,  20-25  flew  NE  on  May  7th  (SJS). 

Spring  passage  was  the  best  since  1985,  with  the  main  movements 
between  Apr  27th  and  May  11th,  including  three  flocks  of  ten  or 
more. 

198  Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus 

Spring  passage  lasted  from  Apr  15th  to  May  18th  with  up  to  seven 
birds  reported  from  15  sites.  Autumn  passage,  from  July  15th  to 
Sept  13th,  included  a  flock  of  75  at  Beddington  SF  on  Sept  5th  which 
matches  the  highest  number  ever  recorded  in  the  London  Area  (at 
Northfleet,  Kent,  in  August  1981).  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  flew  W  on  May  1st  and  seven  flew  SW  on  Aug 
7th  (CRJ).  Fairlop,  two  on  May  1st  (MKD).  King  George  V  Res, 
six  on  May  1st  (PJV).  Netherhall  GP,  one  on  Aug  17th  (AH). 
Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr  16th  and  17th,  one  on  22nd  and  23rd, 
two  on  30th  and  on  May  7th  (KB,  MKD,  SPg).  Weald  Park,  one 
on  Apr  23rd  (AJG1).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  May  7th  (AOe) 
and  on  Aug  5th,  6th,  13th  and  21st  (AB1,  SPg,  PJV). 

H  Amwell  GP,  four  on  May  1st  (CC1)  and  one  on  July  17th  (GJW). 
Hatfield  Park,  six  flew  over  on  July  24th  (CBh,  BTs).  Panshanger, 
two  flew  over  on  May  15th  (BTs,  PDW).  Rye  House  Marsh,  one 
on  July  15th  (JF).  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Aug  4th  and  three  on 
July  22nd  (RMRG).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  singles  on  Sept  4th  and  13th 
(SPe). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  May  1st  (PN).  Potters  Bar,  cl8  flew 
WNW  at  dusk  on  July  28th  and  another  flew  in  the  same  direction 
on  Aug  3rd  (JK).  Queen  Mary  GP,  three  flew  SW  on  July  30th 
(HRG).  Staines  Moor,  three  on  Aug  20th,  flew  off  W  (PN).  Staines 
Res,  two  flew  SE  on  Apr  15th  (ASS),  three  flew  E  on  22nd  (GAR, 
JAS),  one  on  30th  (MSW)  and  seven  flew  over  (one  group  of  five 
and  two  singles)  on  May  8th  (FRC). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  two  on  May  18th  (CL).  Wraysbury  GP,  one 
flew  over  on  Apr  23rd  (ALr,  KN). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  24th  (AJM).  Dartford  Marsh,  singles 
on  Aug  2nd  (CWn,  RWn),  flying  E  on  7th  (DDa,  JFy)  and  flying 
W  on  13th  (DDa). 

S  Beddington  SF,  six  on  Apr  16th  (NSk),  five  on  18th  and  one  on 
23rd  and  24th  (SWo),  three  on  29th,  one  on  July  26th  (PRA),  seven 
flew  W  on  Aug  18th  (GDJM)  and  a  flock  of  at  least  75  moved  S 
on  Sept  5th  (JSW).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  flew  over 
on  Apr  29th  (BM). 


199  Curlew  Numenius  arquata 

The  following  table  summarises  all  records  during  the  year. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May 


Jan 


Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Sightings 
Total  birds 


2  1  3  13 

2  '  2  5  45 


3 

10 


7  7  8  4 

9  11  8  16 


56 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  53  FOR  1988 


Lack  of  any  cold  weather  movements  resulted  in  very  few  records 
during  the  winter  months,  with  none  at  all  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  contrast,  spring  passage  was  very  heavy,  mainly  in  April,  the 
largest  flocks  being  21  flying  NE  over  King  George  V  Res  on  Apr 
9th  and  eight  flying  E  at  Romford  on  18th.  There  were  eight  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  June  18th.  The  autumn  produced  few  birds,  the 
maximum  counts  being  six  at  Fairlop  and  Staines  Moor,  both  on 
Oct  1st. 


201  Spotted  Redshank  Tringaerythropus 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  on  Apr  22nd  (HPM).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on 
Apr  30th  (MKD).  Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  Sept  21st  (ADW). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  May  1st  (BR,  GJW). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  singles  on  Aug  17th  (CL)  and  from  Aug  31st 
to  Sept  11th  (GMH,  AVM  et  al).  Perry  Oaks  SF,  one  from  May 
1st  to  3rd  (CL,  JAS). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Dec  20th  (BDC).  Wraysbury  GP,  two 
on  Apr  22nd  (GCp). 

S  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  June  12th  (JSW,  SWe)  and  from  Sept 
2nd  to  6th  (PRA).  Hersham  GP,  one  on  Sept  2nd  (WRI).  Hogsmill 
SF,  one  from  Apr  23rd  to  25th  (JG1,  WRI). 

A  good  spring  passage  between  Apr  22nd  and  May  3rd  involved 
eight  birds.  An  early  returning  adult  in  June  was  followed  by  a  very 
disappointing  total  of  only  five  single  birds  during  what  are 
normally  the  best  months  for  this  species,  August  and  September, 
making  this  one  of  the  worst  autumns  for  this  wader  for  many  years. 
The  December  record  is  the  first  in  the  London  Area  in  winter  since 
1985. 


202  Redshank  Tringa  totanus 

Records  during  the  breeding  season  and  high  counts  throughout  the 
year  are  given  below. 

E  Maximum  monthly  counts  at  the  two  main  wintering  sites  are  shown 
in  the  table  below. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

100 

70 

m 

— 

100 

1 10 

130 

West  Thurrock 

700 

210 

1 ,000 

82 

1 ,700 

2,000 

2,000 

H 


M 


The  counts  at  West  Thurrock  between  October  and  December 
compare  with  previous  highest  counts  of  1,200  in  1985  and  therefore 
represent  an  enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  birds  roosting 
here.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  counts  of  Dunlin  increased 
substantially  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year.  Pairs  bred  at 
the  following  localities'  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets):  Berwick 
Ponds  (3).  Fishers  Green  (1).  Rainham  Marsh  (12).  Hall  Marsh. 
Waltham  Abbey  (2).  West  Thurrock  (5). 


Reported  from  eight  sites,  with  highest  counts  of  six  at  Bell  Lane 
on  Mar  31st  and  nine  at  London  Colney  on  Mar  20th.  One  or  two 
pairs  were  present  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  from  April  to  June  and  one 
pair  bred.  Two  pairs  were  present  at  Coopers  Green  throughout 
April. 

Monthly  maxima  at  the  main  sites  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Jan  Feb 

Kempton  Park  Res  —  5 

King  George  VI  Res  3  2 

Perry  Oaks  SF  2  1 

Staines  Res  13  12 


Mur 

Apr 

Mav 

Jun 

Jul 

2 

5 

2 

3 

2 

5 

10 

10 

2 

2 

6 

3 

14 

19 

lT 

5 

10 

2 

— 

— 

Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

1-586 
2  4  3 

1(1  4  1  -  I 
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A  pair  bred’at  Perry  Oaks  SF,  and  display  and  mating  was  noted 
at  Kempton  Park  Res.  One  or  two  pairs  were  present  at  Rammey 
Marsh  in  May  and  June  but  did  not  breed. 

One  pair  bred  at  Wraysbury  GP,  where  up  to  ten  were  present  in 
June.  At  Queen  Mother  Res,  lowering  of  water  levels  at  the  end 
of  the  year  resulted  in  counts  of  up  to  seven  in  November  and  11 
in  December. 

Peak  monthly  counts  at  two  sites  along  the  Lower  Thames  in  winter 
are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Dartford  Marsh 

120 

120 

40 

— 

2 

20 

50 

Erith  Marsh 

300 

120 

- 

18 

120 

50 

120 

The  only  other  counts  of  note  were  from  Swanscombe  Marsh,  with  24 
on  Jan  21st  and  32  on  Dec  24th.  Several  pairs  bred  at  Dartford  Marsh. 
Three  pairs  bred  at  Hogsmill  SF.  The  highest  count  in  this  sector 
was  of  seven  at  Walton  Res  on  Mar  25th,  with  no  more  than  four 
at  seven  other  sites. 

Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia 

Spring  passage  was  noted  between  Apr  18th  and  May  21st,  with 
most  records  during  the  second  and  third  weeks  of  May;  as  usual, 
it  was  fairly  light.  The  autumn  migration  extended  from  June  28th 
to  Oct  28th,  but  nowhere  did  any  large  numbers  build  up,  the 
largest  gathering  being  only  ten.  Outside  these  dates,  one  was 
present  in  mid-June  and  two  were  seen  in  November,  one  bird 
remaining  into  December.  Autumn  records  are  summarised  but  all 
other  records  are  given  below. 

Fishers  Green,  two  on  Apr  18th  and  May  18th  and  19th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  three  on  May  7th  and  singles  on  May  14th  and  21st.  Highest 
counts  in  autumn  were  six  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  July  29th  and  five 
at  West  Thurrock  on  Aug  20th  and  Sept  17th. 

Amwell  GP,  two  from  May  7th  to  10th,  another  two  on  11th  and 
singles  on  12th  and  15th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Apr  23rd. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Apr  20th  and  two  on  May  7th.  Present 
at  ten  sites  in  autumn,  but  no  counts  exceeded  three.  One  was 
present  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  from  Nov  12th  to  Dec  4th  (MBw,  SPe). 
Highway  Farm,  Harefield,  one  on  May  15th.  Perry  Oaks  SF,  three 
on  May  10th,  one  on  14th,  six  on  18th,  three  on  19th,  two  on  20th 
and  one  from  June  17th  to  22nd.  Staines  Moor,  one  on  May  19th. 
Staines  Res,  one  on  May  19th.  Staines  Res,  one  on  May  18th.  In 
autumn,  noted  at  eight  sites,  with  maximum  of  six  at  Kempton  Park 
Res  on  Sept  4th,  7th  and  29th.  Wood  Green  Res,  five  circled  and 
flew  off  on  Aug  10th. 

Queen  Mother  Res,  three  on  Sept  9th  and  two  on  Sept  22nd. 
Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  May  19th,  two  on  Aug  7th  and  singles  on 
Sept  3rd  and  9th. 

Crayford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  23rd.  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  May 
11th  and  two  on  12th.  The  highest  count  in  autumn  was  ten  at 
Dartford  Marsh  at  the  end  of  August;  all  autumn  records  came  from 
the  Lower  Thames  apart  from  one  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  July 
9th  and  15th. 

Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Apr  23rd.  Beddington  SF,  one  on  Apr  23rd 
and  recorded  as  follows  in  May:  7th  (1),  8th  (3),  11th  (1),  12th  (1), 
13th  (2),  16th  (3)  and  19th  (2).  Hersham  GP,  one  from  May  19th 
to  21st.  Autumn  passage  was  noted  at  seven  sites,  the  highest  count 
being  eight  flying  SW  at  Barn  Elms  Res  on  Aug  23rd. 
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208  Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 

Widely  reported  in  the  winter  months,  with  24  sites  holding  birds 
during  the  first  three  months,  though  not  more  than  four  at  any  one 
site  apart  from  Rainham  Marsh,  where  up  to  seven  were  present  in 
February.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  records  from  19  sites 
in  November  and  December,  with  a  maximum  of  five  at  King 
George  V  Res  in  November.  Spring  passage  was  hardly  noticeable, 
with  only  single  birds  seen  after  Apr  10th,  and  only  one  May  record, 
at  Dagenham  Chase  on  19th.  The  usual  early  returning  migrants, 
probably  failed  breeders,  were  noted  in  June,  with  the  first  at 
Rammey  Marsh  on  8th  (a  particularly  early  date),  folio  ved  by 
reports  from  three  other  sites  by  18th.  The  main  passage  in  July 
and  August  was  on  a  very  much  reduced  scale  this  year;  counts 
everywhere  were  generally  rather  low.  Some  of  the  highest  numbers 
during  the  year  were  in  October,  reflecting  the  arrival  in  the  country 
of  winter  visitors.  Highest  counts  during  the  period  June  to  October 
are  given  below  for  all  sites  holding  five  or  more  birds. 

E  Netherhall  GP,  11  on  Sept  11th.  Rainham  Marsh,  30  on  July  29th 
and  20  on  Aug  15th. 

H  Coopers  Green,  five  on  Aug  15th,  Sept  9th  and  Oct  2nd.  Rye 
House  Marsh,  six  on  July  22nd.  Rye  Meads  SF,  nine  on  July  19th 
and  11  on  Oct  15th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  up  to  seven  in  August. 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  seven  on  Aug  2nd  and  six  on  Oct  12th.  Rammey 
Marsh,  seven  on  Aug  22nd. 

K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  six  on  July  24th  and  nine  on  Oct  20th. 
Thamesmead,  five  on  Aug  25th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  six  on  June  29th  and  five  on  July  21st. 

1987  Additional  Record 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  seven  on  July  25th. 

209  Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glare ola 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  May  19th  (DMi)  and  one  on  Aug  18th. 
increasing  to  two  on  19th  and  three  on  20th  and  21st,  then  two  on 
22nd  and  one  on  23rd  (KB  et  al).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  May 
20th  (WV),  July  29th  (MKD)  and  Aug  5th  (SPg). 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Apr  23rd  (BR)  and  Aug  19th  (GJW). 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  two  on  Sept  3rd  (DB). 

M  Perry  Oaks  SF,  singles  on  July  17th  and  from  Aug  9th  to  13th  (CL). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  from  May  13th  to  19th  was  seen  briefly  in  song 
flight  on  19th  (CDRH). 

K  Crayford/Dartford  Pumping  Station,  one  on  May  8th  (AJM, 
PAJM,  RPM).  Littlebrook,  one  on  Sept  2nd  (BEW). 

S  Beddington  SF,  one  seen  displaying  on  May  8th  (NSk,  RWd)  and 
singles  on  July  7th  (APM),  25th  and  26th  (PRA)  and  28th  and  29th 
(PRA,  SWo)  and  from  Aug  19th  to  30th  (PRA,  GDJM),  with  two 
on  Aug  22nd  (APM). 

Five  spring  records  is  about  average,  but  the  bird  in  April  was  very 
early  (most  records  are  in  May)  and  the  two  records  of  displaying 
birds  in  May  were  unusual.  As  with  Green  Sandpiper,  rather  scarce 
in  autumn  with  counts  of  no  more  than  three  together  at  only  seven 
sites,  in  great  contrast  to  the  exceptional  numbers  in  1987. 

211  Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

A  pair  was  present  at  Amwell  GP  throughout  May  and  June  and 
may  possibly  have  bred  (BR,  GJW).  The  last  confirmed  breeding 
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record  for  the  London  Area  was  in  1967,  though  breeding  might 
have  taken  place  in  1969  and  1970. 

Apart  from  a  record  of  11  at  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  on  Apr 
21st,  spring  migration  reached  a  peak  between  late  April  and 
the  third  week  in  May  with  numbers  relatively  small  as  usual,  to 
be  followed  by  much  larger  numbers  in  autumn,  with  a  peak  at 
most  sites  in  the  first  half  of  August.  The  pattern  and  weight  of 
migration  is  illustrated  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  monthly 
maxima  for  sites  watched  regularly  during  the  period  April  to 
October. 


Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

E  King  George  V  Res 

3 

3 

1 

18 

17 

4 

— 

Rainham  Marsh 

1 

— 

— 

12 

20 

— 

— 

Wm  Girling  Res 

1 

- 

— 

8 

39 

— 

— 

H  AmwellGP 

7 

5 

2 

5 

8 

3 

— 

Rye  Meads  SF 

1 

— 

l 

2 

5 

1 

— 

Tyttenhanger  GP 

5 

2 

— 

5 

12 

3 

— 

M  Kempton  Park  Res 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

1 

— 

King  George  VI  Res 

2 

4 

— 

7 

16 

4 

1 

Perry  OaksSF 

— 

3 

— 

25 

24 

10 

1 

Queen  Mary  GP/Res 

1 

1 

— 

1 

11 

4 

1 

Rammey  Marsh 

1 

1 

— 

14 

11 

8 

— 

Staines  Res 

2 

— 

5 

4 

5 

2 

Wraysbury  Res 

1 

— 

— 

11 

11 

4 

2 

B  Queen  Mother  Res 

1 

3 

— 

— 

9 

5 

1 

K  Dartford  Marsh 

— 

1 

— 

- 

25 

- 

— 

S  Barn  Elms  Res 

1 

7 

— 

8 

10 

— 

— 

Beddington  SF 

2 

10 

- 

12 

8 

13 

1 

Hogsmill  SF 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

3 

— 

Winter  records  (January-February  and  November-December)  and 
all  Inner  London  records  are  detailed  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  Jan  1st  and  Nov  20th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  up  to  two  in  January,  February  and  November  and  three  in 
December.  Walthamstow  Res,  one  from  Nov  7th  onwards  with  two 
on  Dec  17th  and  three  on  Dec  29th  and  31st.  Wm  Girling  Res,  one 
on  Nov  26th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  from  Nov  13th  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Nov  19th.  Wraysbury  Res,  one 
throughout  November  and  December.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Aug  22nd  (ARD).  Wapping,  singles  on  Aug  6th,  15th 
and  16th  (NB). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Nov  17th. 

K  Thamesmead,  one  in  November  and  December. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  13th,  15th§‘©d‘23rd, 
two  on  Aug  4th,  one  on  17th,  two  on  25th  and  26th  and  one  on 
Sept  1st  (BM).  River  Thames  at  Battersea  Park,  one  on  July  6th 
(BM).  River  Thames  between  Waterloo  and  Blackfriars,  one  on 
Apr  18th  (CS). 

212  Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  an  adult  in  breeding  plumage  on  May  16th  (JPPW 
et  al). 

Only  the  second  record  for  the  London  Area.  When  first  recorded 
in  the  Area,  at  Hilfield  Park  Res  on  Sept  2nd  1956,  this  species  was 
treated  as  conspecific  with  Common  Sandpiper.  This  year’s  bird 
followed  a  Red-throated  Pipit  only  three  days  earlier  at  the  same 
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locality  but,  as  seems  typical  of  spring  rarities  here,  the  length  of 
time  between  its  discovery  and  departure  was  unfortunately 
measured  in  hours,  not  days. 

213  Turnstone  Arenariainterpres 

As  usual,  records  in  the  winter  months  were  confined  to  sites  along 
the  Lower  Thames.  After  only  one  April  record,  the  main  spring 
passage  was  between  May  5th  and  23rd,  with  two  birds  at  Perry 
Oaks  in  June  lagging  well  behind.  Autumn  movements  were 
likewise  concentrated  into  a  12-day  period  between  July  23rd  and 
Aug  4th,  with  only  one  record  outside  this  period.  All  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Grays,  six  on  Nov  6th  (MKD).  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  May 
5th  (RMC)  and  two  on  8th  (PJV).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Jan 
16th  and  May  7th  (MKD).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Dec  3rd  (SPg). 
Wm  Girling  Res,  one  on  May  14th  (JF). 

Amwell  GP,  singles  on  May  9th  and  10th  and  Aug  28th  (BR,  GJW). 
Perry  Oaks  SF,  two  on  June  12th,  two  on  July  23rd,  three  on  27th 
and  30th  and  one  on  Aug  1st  (CL,  JAS  et  al).  Staines  Res,  two  on 
May  8th  and  9th  (RBH,  JAH,  PN  et  al)  and  five  on  18th  (PGn). 
Wraysbury  Res,  three  on  July  30th  (BAR). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  May  23rd,  three  on  July  24th  and  one 
from  July  30th  to  Aug  4th  (JAS  et  al). 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  two  on  Apr  24th  (AJM).  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on 
Jan  16th  (SJG).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  four  on  Jan  1st  (BMU). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  May  8th  (NSk). 

1986  Correction 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  the  record  of  seven  was  on  Dec  28th,  not  Dec 
25th  as  stated  ( LBR  51:  65). 

1987  Additional  Record 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  eight  on  Dec  30th  (BMU). 
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215  Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus  lohatus 

M  Staines  Res,  one  swimming  on  the  south  basin  on  Aug  14th  (PEB, 
REM  et  al). 

The  third  year  in  a  row  that  this  species  has  occurred  in  west 
London  and  the  sixth  record  in  the  1980s,  compared  with  only  seven 
between  the  first  in  1949  and  1978.  Staines  Res  now  matches  King 
George  V  Res  in  the  Lea  Valley  as  the  top  site,  each  site  having 
three  records  apiece. 

216  Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicaria 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  from  Sept  3rd  to  7th  (CIB  et  al). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  photographed  on  Sept  4th  (MM). 

These  two  young  birds  appeared  in  the  wake  of  westerly  gales  at 
the  beginning  of  September  which  produced  many  records  on 
inland  waters  in  southern  England  early  in  the  month. 


2 1 7  Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus 

E/M  King  George  V  and  Wm  Girling  Reservoirs  (Essex),  a  light-phase 
adult  flew  S  and  continued  SW  over  Edmonton  (Middx)  on  Sept 
25th  (SCr). 

The  17th  London  Area  record,  but  rather  surprisingly  the  first  for 
September,  all  previous  sightings  having  fallen  between  October 
and  March. 


218  Arctic  Skua 


Stercorarius  parasiticus 


E  Dagnam  Park,  one  flew  over  on  Oct  30th  (DH,  DSn). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  a  light-phase  adult  on  July  31st  (BAR). 
Staines  Res,  five  light-phase  adults  flew  off  SE  at  11.50  hrs  on  Sept 
25th  (SPN).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  dark-phase  im- 
matures  flew  SW  at  10.35  hrs  on  Oct  14th  (ARD). 
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Four  records  is  close  to  the  average  for  recent  years,  with  only  two 
(involving  six  birds)  during  September,  the  most  favoured  month. 
The  July  record  is  only  the  third  ever  for  that  month. 

219  Long-tailed  Skua  Stercorarius  longicaudus 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  an  immature  on  Sept  16th  and  17th  (CIB,  GJR. 
MGT). 

Only  the  fifth  record  for  the  London  Area  and  the  first  since  1985. 
Like  the  Staines  immature  of  1985,  this  proved  to  be  a  controversial 
individual.  Several  other  Long-tailed  Skuas  were  seen  inland  at 
about  the  same  time  and  many  more  were  reported  along  the 
coasts. 

Skua  sp  Stercorarius  sp 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  skua  seen  in  the  early  afternoon  on  Nov  20th 
flew  off  ENE  (MCB);  it  might  have  been  the  Pomarine  Skua  which 
arrived  at  Brogborough  Pits,  Bedford,  on  the  same  day  and 
remained  until  28th. 

M  Staines  Res,  a  small  skua  flew  W  at  dusk  on  Sept  14th  (PN). 

222  Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 

Another  bumper  year  with  approximately  32  birds  (including  three 
remaining  from  1987),  but  any  attempt  to  provide  an  accurate  total 
is  completely  thwarted  by  the  movement  of  birds  between  sites 
within  the  Area.  Nevertheless,  this  is  probably  the  best  year  yet. 
with  east  London  as  usual  providing  the  bulk  of  records.  The  first 
sighting  of  a  juvenile,  in  1987,  was  promptly  followed  by  four  more 
this  year  and  a  further  increase  in  such  sightings  seems  likely.  All 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Barking,  a  first-winter  on  Oct  9th  (KB  et  al).  King  George  V  Res. 
a  second-winter  on  Jan  14th  (SCr);  a  first-winter  on  Feb  27th,  Mar 
4th  and  Apr  7th  (PJV  et  al);  a  juvenile/first-winter  on  Aug  28th  and 
29th,  Sept  22nd,  25th,  29th  and  Oct  3rd  and  29th  (SCr  et  al);  and 
a  second-winter  on  Dec  3rd  and  19th  (SCr).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  first- 
winter  on  Jan  16th,  an  adult  and  a  first-winter  on  Jan  23rd,  an 
adult  on  Mar  5th  and  12th  (MKD)  and  a  first-winter  on  Nov  19th 
(SPg).  Walthamstow  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Apr  7th  (SCr).  Wm 
Girling  Res,  first-winter  birds  on  Mar  19th  (PJV)  and  Dec  7th 
(RMC). 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  juvenile  on  Aug  22nd  and  23rd  and  two  on  30th  (BR. 
GJW).  Croxley  Green,  West  Watford,  the  adult  that  returned  for 
the  second  winter  on  Nov  29th  1987  was  last  reported  on  Mar  14th 
(GMH,  AVM  et  al);  it  had  returned  by  Dec  17th  (CL)  and  stayed 
into  1989. 

M  Alma  Road  Playing  Fields,  Ponders  End,  a  first-winter  from  Mar 
2nd  to  24th  (SCr)  and  a  second-winter  from  Dec  27th  to  the  end  of 
the  year  (SCr,  ACy)  which  had  earlier  been  seen  at  King  George 
V  Res  (see  under  Essex  above).  Ponders  End  Lake,  a  first-winter 
and  an  oiled  adult  on  Jan  10th  (PJV).  Queen  Mary  Res,  a  second- 
winter  on  Jan  10th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  a  juvenile  on  Aug  20th 
(RBH). 
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B  Queen  Mother  Res,  an  adult  on  Mar  17th  (CL). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  a  second-winter  on  Jan  10th  (RD)  and  an 
adult  from  Oct  30th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (SJG  et  al).  Dartford 
Marsh,  adults  on  Mar  3rd  and  Nov  15th  and  21st  (BEW).  Stone 
Marshes,  an  adult  on  Mar  2nd,  8th,  10th  and  15th  (BEW).  Stone 
rubbish  tip,  an  adult  on  June  30th  and  July  1st  and  a  first-winter  on 
Nov  5th  (BEW  et  al). 

S  Beddington  SF,  adults  on  Jan  25th  and  Oct  26th  (GDJM). 
Carshalton  Park,  an  adult  from  Jan  1st  until  at  least  Feb  16th 
(GDJM  et  al). 

1987  Additional  Record 

B  Leatherhead  Station,  a  first-winter  on  Oct  17th  (WEB). 


225  Little  Gull 

Larus  minutus 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

1 

Mav 

Jun 

Jnl 

A  tig 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov  Dec 

Essex 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

29 

1 

—  — 

Herts 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

-  — 

Middx 

- 

- 

- 

15 

31 

— 

2 

40 

110 

4 

—  — 

Bueks 

Kent 

Surrey 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

2 

— 

—  — 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Total 

0 

0 

0 

31 

32 

0 

3 

65 

143 

6 

0  0 

There  was  an  above  average  total  of  279  bird/days  (involving  about 
102  birds),  though  this  was  well  down  on  the  total  for  1987  which 
was  swelled  by  the  massive  influx  after  the  October  storm.  The 
autumn  passage  was  typically  dominant,  claiming  71%  of  records. 

There  were  no  winter  records  this  year,  the  first  of  the  year  being 
at  Staines  Res  on  Apr  6th.  Few  more  were  seen  until  Apr  22nd 
when  five  were  at  Amwell  GP  and  24th  when  six  were  at  King 
George  VI  Res.  The  latter  site  held  further  flocks  of  seven  on  30th 
and  eight  on  May  2nd  and  Staines  Res  had  five  on  May  1st,  perhaps 
involving  some  of  the  same  birds.  The  last  bird  of  the  spring  was 
seen  on  May  19th. 

Somewhat  surprisingly,  there  were  no  summer  records  and  the  first 
autumn  arrival  was  near  Staines  Moor  on  July  30th.  No  more  than 
two  were  seen  until  Aug  17th  when  five  were  at  Staines  Res,  rising 
to  seven  on  20th  and  2 1st .  Numbers  then  tailed  off  slightly  before 
passage  resumed  at  Staines  Res  with  five  on  Sept  1st,  six  on  3rd, 
seven  on  4th  and  eight  on  6th.  On  7th  there  were  five  at  King 
George  V  Res  and  six  at  King  George  VI  Res,  rising  to  12  on  9th 
at  the  latter  site.  The  last  report  from  Staines  Res  was  of  nine  on 
1 1th,  but  further  peaks  occurred  at  King  George  VI  Res  of  11  on 
14th  and  five  on  18th.  After  this,  the  only  counts  to  exceed  three 
were  on  the  outflow  at  West  Thurrock,  with  five  on  Sept  25th  and 
four  on  26th  the  peak  of  a  quiet  passage  on  the  Lower  Thames. 
Few  birds  were  seen  in  October  and  the  last  bird  of  the  year  was 
at  King  George  VI  Res  on  29th  and  30th. 

1983  Correction 

M  The  five  birds  published  as  being  at  Kempton  East  Res  on  Sept  11th 
( LBR  48:  49)  were  in  fact  at  Stain  Hill  Res. 

226  Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini 

E  West  Thurrock,  a  juvenile  from  Sept  23rd  to  29th  (PWn  et  al). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  a  juvenile  found  in  the  evening  gull  roost  on  Sept 
23rd  (GJR)  left  the  reservoir  at  10.00  hrs  on  24th  (JE). 

K  Greenhithe,  the  West  Thurrock  bird  was  seen  from  here  on  Sept 
24th  and  27th  (AJM,  BEW). 
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It  had  seemed  likely  that  we  would  have  to  wait  a  long  time  before 
the  next  London  sighting  of  this  delightful  bird  after  the  memorable 
influx  in  1987.  Reports  of  two  birds  on  the  same  day  were, 
therefore,  very  surprising,  especially  as  weather  patterns  at  the  time 
were  unexceptional.  The  Essex  bird  was  a  particularly  co-operative 
and  well-watched  individual.  These  two  birds  take  the  London  Area 
total  to  about  70. 

228  Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 

As  usual,  the  massive  numbers  that  roost  dailv  on  the  London 
reservoirs  in  winter  remain  largely  unreported.  All  counts  of  2,000 
or  more,  the  highest  counts  in  Inner  London  and  records  of 
abnormally  plumaged  birds  are  given  below.  The  two  reports  of  an 
all-dark  melanistic  bird  almost  certainly  refer  to  the  individual  first 
seen  at  Broadwater  GP  in  December  1987. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  8,500  on  Jan  1st,  5,000  on  Mar  5th  and  16,000 
on  Dec  10th.  Nazeing  GP,  3,200  on  Dec  24th.  Rainham  Marsh 
rubbish  tip,  8,000  in  January,  5,000  in  February,  10,000  on  Mar  5th 
and  8,000  in  November  and  December. 

H  Amwell  GP,  an  albino  bird  on  Sept  16th.  Haberdasher's  Aske's 
School,  Elstree,  an  all-dark  melanistic  bird  was  present  between 
January  and  March.  Rye  Meads  SF,  2,000  on  Jan  31st. 

M  Brent  Res,  6,000+  on  Sept  12th.  Wraysbury  Res,  c50,000  at  roost 
on  Dec  11th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens, 
650  on  Nov  19th.  Regent's  Park,  350  on  Jan  28th  and  535  on  Nov 
19th.  St  James’s  Park,  365  on  Mar  9th  and  350  on  Nov  19th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  a  melanistic  adult  on  Jan  6th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh  area,  including  Lower  Thames,  6,000+  on  Jan  6th, 
c2,000  on  Feb  13th  and  Nov  5th  and  3,000  on  Nov  13th.  Long  Reach 
SF,  2,000+  on  Jan  24th.  Stone  Marsh  and  rubbish  tip,  c3,000  on 
Mar  9th,  4,000+  on  Dec  22nd  and  6,000+  on  Dec  30th. 

S  Island  Barn  Res,  2,000  on  Nov  26th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
c380  on  Jan  2nd.  River  Thames  at  Chelsea  Reach,  800  on  Jan  5th. 
River  Thames  at  Westminster,  300  on  Jan  11th,  320  on  Feb  11th 
and  400  on  Dec  15th. 

232  Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delanarensis 

1987  Additional  Record 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  second-winter  bird  on  Dec  6th  (MKD). 

This  late  acceptance,  the  fourth  record  of  this  species  for  the 
London  Area,  takes  the  London  Area  species  total  for  1987  to  224. 
The  previous  records  were  in  February  1979,  November  1982  and 
April  1985. 

233  Common  Gull  Larus  canus 

Fewer  counts  than  ever  provide  little  basis  for  an  annual  compara¬ 
tive  analysis.  Highest  counts  in  each  county  and  in  Inner  London 
are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  1,000  on  Mar  5th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  6,500  on 
Dec  18th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  100  on  Nov  13th. 

M  Brent  Res,  141  on  Dec  30th. 

K  Littlebrook  GP  and  Stone  Marsh,  400  on  Mar  8th  and  Dec  22nd 
and  500+  on  Dec  30th. 
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S  Island  Barn  Res,  100  on  Nov  26th.  Walton  Res,  250  on  Nov  26th. 
Inner  London:  River  Thames  between  Lambeth  and  Blackfriars 
Bridges,  cl50  on  Mar  23rd. 

234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Lams  fuscus 

The  widespread  autumn  passage  was  quite  widely  reported  right 
across  the  Area,  but  the  almost  complete  absence  of  significant 
winter  counts  suggests  a  decline  at  that  season.  More  winter  roost 
counts  would  be  appreciated.  All  counts  over  50,  summarised 
where  relevant,  the  highest  counts  in  Inner  London  and  a  breeding 
record  are  given  below.  The  breeding  record  is  only  the  third  for 
the  London  Area,  coming  just  a  year  after  the  second. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  May  7th,  250  on  July  2nd  and  Aug  15th, 
260  on  Sept  18th  and  a  leucistic  bird  on  Aug  14th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  up  to  400  during  August,  250  on  Sept  16th,  800  on 
Sept  27th  and  up  to  600  in  October.  Rye  Meads  SF,  200  on  Aug  5th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  reported  as  being  more  frequent  in  summer,  but 
scarcer  in  autumn  and  winter.  Broadwater  GP,  95  on  Sept  6th. 
Stanwell  Moor  rubbish  tip,  88  on  July  30th  and  109  on  Aug  20th. 
Inner  London:  St  Pancras  Church,  one  pair  bred  on  church  tower, 
raising  one  young  to  fledging  stage. 

K  Littlebrook/Stone,  monthly  maxima  were  70  on  Jan  12th,  600  on 
July  5th,  117  on  Aug  19th,  382  on  Sept  8th,  271  on  Obt  8th  and 
550  on  Nov  5th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  150  on  Sept  8th,  110  on  10th, 
141  on  16th  and  200  on  Oct  10th. 

S  Walton  Res,  90  on  Aug  12th.  Inner  London:  River  Thames 
between  Lambeth  and  Vauxhall  Bridges,  40  on  June  6th.  River 
Thames  at  Westminster,  the  peak  count  of  the  year  was  40  on  July 
5th. 

235  Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus 

Very  few  records  were  received  this  year.  Most  counts  refer  to 
feeding  areas,  such  as  rubbish  tips,  with  virtually  no  reports  from 
the  big  reservoir  roosts,  especially  those  in  west  London.  Circum¬ 
stantial  evidence  suggests  that  at  least  two  pairs  nested  successfully. 
All  counts  of  100  or  more,  the  highest  Inner  London  counts  and 
details  of  breeding  birds  are  given  below.  Details  of  ‘Yellow-legged’ 
Herring  Gulls  are  given  separately  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  450  on  Jan  1st  and  Dec  10th.  Rainham  Marsh, 
600  on  Feb  19th,  1,100  on  Mar  5th  and  500  in  November  and 
December. 

H  Amwell  GP,  300  on  Oct  18th  and  up  to  100  in  December. 

M  Inner  London:  Euston  Road,  one  ‘just  fledged’  juvenile  indicated 
breeding  nearby.  King’s  Cross  goods  yard,  a  pair  in  territory, 
‘probably  bred’,  free-flying  juveniles  seen  in  July.  St  James’s  Park, 
an  adult  seen  with  a  begging  juvenile  on  Aug  20th,  indicative  of 
breeding  on  nearby  buildings;  the  resident  adult  with  yellow  legs 
was  present  throughout  the  year. 

K  Littlebrook/Stone  Marsh  and  rubbish  tip,  300  on  Jan  5th,  120  on 
Feb  11th,  150  on  Mar  8th  and  180  on  Nov  8th  rising  to  800  by  Dec 
30th.  The  highest  count  elsewhere  was  50  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on 
Oct  10th. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  highest  counts  of 
ten  on  May  16th,  12  on  June  29th,  ten  on  July  15th  and  11  on 
Oct  31st. 
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There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  total  number  of  ‘Yellow-legged' 
Herring  Gulls  reported  this  year,  due  largely  to  a  significant 
increase  at  Stone  rubbish  tip.  Elsewhere  in  the  Area,  the  numbers 
of  birds  and  sites  have  changed  little  over  the  past  five  years.  The 
table  below  summarises  the  peak  monthly  counts  at  the  three 
principal  sites  and  elsewhere  and  shows  the  almost  complete 
dominance  of  the  Lower  Thames  sites. 


Jan 

Feb  Mur  Apr  May  Jim 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov  Dec 

Stone  rubbish  tip 

— 

—  —  -  —  7 

133 

34 

97 

1 15 

16  1 

Rainham  Marsh 

- 

_____ 

12 

20 

3 

— 

—  - 

West  Thurrock 

- 

_____ 

15 

10 

10 

3 

3 

Rest  of  London 

3 

1 

y 

4 

b 

2 

.  2  1 

The  count  of  133  at  Stone  rubbish  tip  on  July  28th  was  almost 
double  the  previous  highest  count  in  London  (70+  at  the  same  site 
on  July  22nd  1987).  The  clearest  passage  peak  is  in  July;  the  high 
count  at  Stone  in  October  suggests  it  may  be  more  prolonged  than 
previously  supposed.  All  records  away  from  the  Lower  Thames  are 
given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  singles  on  Aug  6th,  Sept  15th  and  22nd  and 
Oct  3rd.  Wennington,  one  on  Feb  13th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Aug  25th  and  Sept  15th  and  20th. 

M  Shepperton  GP,  one  on  Dec  21st.  Staines  Moor,  one  on  July  31st. 
Staines  Res,  singles  on  July  9th,  27th  and  31st  and  Sept  10th  and 
18th.  Stanwell  Moor  rubbish  tip,  two  on  July  30th  and  31st. 
Wraysbury  Res,  three  on  July  27th  and  one  on  Aug  17th. 

B  Horton  GP,  one  on  Sept  29th.  Iver  Heath,  one  on  Jan  16th. 
Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Sept  9th. 

K  Blackheath,  one  on  July  15th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  two  on  Jan  9th  and  singles  on  July  9th  and  Nov 
24th.  River  Thames  at  Kew,  singles  on  Aug  30th  and  Sept  15th. 
Walton  Res,  one  on  Oct  20th.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at 
Waterloo,  one  on  Mar  23rd. 

236  Iceland  Gull  Larus  glaucoides 

E  Epping,  an  adult  flying  W  on  Dec  24th  (AJAD). 

With  at  least  18  individuals  during  the  previous  five  years,  this 
solitary  record  represents  a  poor  showing,  probably  a  result  of  the 
mild  winter  weather. 

237  Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus 

E  King  George  V  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Feb  24th  (SCr),  a  second- 
winter  on  Mar  4th,  5th,  16th  and  17th  (SCr,  PJV,  GJW)  and  an 
adult  on  Nov  28th  (SCr).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  second-winter  on  Feb 
27th,  a  first-winter  on  Feb  27th  and  Mar  5th,  26th  and  30th  (MKD 
et  al)  and  an  adult  on  Oct  30th  (RWo). 

M  Staines  Res,  a  first-winter  on  Feb  21st  (JAH,  AVM,  PN)  and  a 
second-year  on  Mar  13th  (AVM,  PN  et  al).  Wraysbury  Res,  a  third- 
winter  on  Feb  6th  (RBH). 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  a  third-winter  on  Mar  10th  and  12th  (AJM,  BEW), 
a  first-winter  on  Mar  12th  (seen  earlier  at  Stone  Marsh)  and  an 
adult  on  Dec  18th  and  30th  (BEW).  Stone  Marsh,  a  first-year  on 
Mar  9th  (AJM).  Stone  rubbish  tip,  a  first-year  on  Dec  22nd  (BEW). 

Surprisingly,  in  view  of  the  mild  weather,  the  second  best  year  ever, 
with  13  birds,  beaten  only  by  the  total  of  22-25  in  1986.  February 
and  March  were  the  most  favoured  months,  claiming  nine  of  the  13 
birds. 
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1987  Additional  Record 

K  River  Thames  at  Swanscombe,  a  first-year  on  Jan  2nd  (BMU). 

238  Great  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  marinus 

Very  few  records  were  received  of  this  large  gull.  The  only  roost 
counts  were  from  the  Lea  Valley.  Highest  county  counts  are  given 
below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  250  on  Jan  1st  and  Mar  5th  and  220  on  Dec 
10th.  Rainham  Marsh,  200  on  Feb  27th,  200  on  Mar  5th,  100  on 
Aug  15th,  25  on  Nov  13th  and  150  in  December.  Wm  Girling  Res, 
300  on  Dec  18th. 

H  Amwell,  42  on  Jan  2nd  and  30  on  Nov  26th  and  30th. 

M  Staines  Res,  40  on  Jan  31st,  50+  on  Sept  29th  and  117  on  Oct  18th. 
K  Littlebrook  GP,  120  on  Jan  5th,  70  on  Nov  5th  and  100+  on  Dec 
22nd.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  64  on  Jan  10th  and  60  on  Mar  12th. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  the  highest  count 
during  the  year  was  seven  on  Oct  31st. 

240  Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla 

An  average  year  with  about  26  records  of  38  birds.  Over  half  of  the 
records  were  in  March,  including  the  only  two  flocks.  These  provide 
good  evidence  of  the  regular,  if  rather  erratic,  overland  spring 
passage. 

E  Fairlop,  an  adult  on  Mar  14th  (AB1).  King  George  V  Res,  single 
adults  on  Jan  3rd  and  Mar  13th  and  26th  and  an  immature  on  Oct  8th 
(AB1,  PJV).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Feb  13th  (MKD)  and  an  adult 
on  Mar  6th  (AVM).  West  Thurrock,  an  adult  on  Mar  20th  (AB1). 
Wm  Girling  Res,  ten  adults  and  a  second-winter  on  Mar  6th  (AB1, 
PJV),  and  single  adults  on  Mar  19th  (AB1)  and  Sept  26th  (ADW). 
H  Amwell  GP,  an  adult  flew  N  on  Aug  28th  and  an  immature  on  Nov 
20th  (BR,  GJW).  Cheshunt  GP,  one  flew  S  on  Dec  17th  (CC1). 
Hilfield  Park  Res,  an  immature  on  Nov  21st  (CIB).  Rye  Meads  SF, 
singles  on  Mar  13th  and  Sept  18th  (RMRG). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  five  adults  flew  SW  on  Mar  5th  (PN).  Queen 
Mary  Res,  an  adult  on  Jan  14th  (CL).  Staines  Res,  an  adult  on  Mar 
13th  (AVM,  PN,  BAR).  Wraysbury  Res,  an  adult  on  Mar  24th  (CL). 
B  Queen  Mother  Res,  single  adults  on  Jan  6th  (CDRH)  and  Mar  24th 
(CL). 

K  Littlebrook,  different  singles  on  Mar  11th  and  17th  (RD). 

S  Island  Barn  Res,  an  adult  on  Mar  27th  (MLd,  SJS). 

1987  Correction 

K  Delete  Littlebrook  records  ( LBR  52:  75)  as  they  relate  to  1988  (see 
above). 

245  Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis 

As  in  1987,  there  were  just  two  spring  records.  Autumn  passage 
lasted  from  Aug  22nd  to  Sept  25th  and  involved  an  unremarkable 
total  of  26  birds,  but  there  was  an  exceptionally  late  record  of  two 
at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  Oct  21st. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  three  on  Aug  28th  (PJV),  one  on  Sept  5th 
(RMC)  and  two  on  Sept  25th  (SCr).  Walthamstow  Res,  three  on 
Aug  28th  (LGd).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug  28th  (MKD,  PJV  et 
al),  three  on  Sept  10th  (PJV  et  al)  and  three  on  Sept  24th  (AB1). 
Wm  Girling  Res,  two  on  Aug  22nd  (ADW). 
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H  Rye  Meads  SF,  two  on  Oct  21st  (RMRG). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  three  Hew  W  on  Sept  6th  (DSD).  Staines  Res, 
three  on  Sept  25th  (SPN). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  May  22nd  (SBr).  Beddington  SF,  one  flew 
N  on  May  9th  (GDJM).  Inner  London:  Tower  Bridge,  two  flew 
over  on  Sept  6th  (DJL). 

246  Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  remained  at  the  power  station  outflow  from 
Aug  20th  to  23rd  (MKD,  PJV,  PWn  et  al). 

The  first  in  London  for  15  years  and  only  the  15th  record,  this  bird 
drew  a  steady  stream  of  delighted  observers  who  had  never  seen 
this  species  in  the  London  Area  before.  Previous  records  were 
concentrated  in  May  and  July;  this  was  the  first  for  August. 

247  Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo 

This  species  continued  its  increase  as  a  breeding  bird  with  86  or  87 
pairs  reported  nesting,  a  new  high  for  the  London  Area.  The 
increasing  provision  of  tern  rafts  is  especially  responsible  for  this 
success  story.  Unfortunately  the  numbers  of  young  reared  were  not 
always  ascertained,  but  an  impressive  total  in  the  region  of  170  birds 
seems  likely.  Breeding  records  are  given  below;  passage  records  are 
summarised  under  247/8. 

E  Buckhurst  Hill  GP,  one  pair  bred  and  three  other  pairs  summered. 
Walthamstow  Res,  eight  pairs  bred.  Single  pairs  were  also  present 
at  Dagenham  Chase  and  Nettleswell  Pond  but  showed  no  signs  of 
breeding. 

H  Amwell  GP.  ten  pairs  bred.  Rye  Meads  SF,  40  pairs  raised  85 
young.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  raised  three  young. 

M  Brent  Res,  four  pairs  bred.  Broadwater  GP.  four  pairs  bred,  three 
successfully.  King  George  VI  Res,  one  pair  laid  two  eggs  and  raised 
young.  Moorhall  GP.  one  pair  on  nest  but  outcome  doubtful. 
Staines  Res,  12  or  13  pairs  produced  at  least  18  young.  Trent  Park, 
one  pair  attempted  to  breed.  During  the  summer  one  pair  was 
present  along  the  River  Lea  at  Ponders  End  and  up  to  two  pairs  at 
Ruislip  Lido,  but  with  no  signs  of  breeding. 

B  Old  Slade  NR,  one  pair  raised  one  young.  Wraysbury  GP,  one  pair 
bred  but  was  unsuccessful. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  two  pairs  raised  five  young. 

247/8  Common/Arctic  Tern  Sterna  hirundo/paradisaea 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarised  here,  together 
with  unspecified  observations  of  Common/Arctic  Terns:  spring 
counts  from  some  sites  (eg  Rye  Meads  SF  and  Staines  Res) 
probably  include  a  good  proportion  of  Common  Terns  that 
subsequently  bred.  The  first  birds  of  the  year  were  singles  at  King 
George  V  Res  (Common)  on  Apr  7th  and  Walthamstow  Res  on 
Apr  9th.  Spring  passage  was  strongest  between  Apr  23rd  and  mid- 
May,  with  a  high  peak  of  80  birds  at  West  Thurrock.  There  were 
already  110  birds  back  at  West  Thurrock  on  July  23rd  and  numbers 
remained  high  there  for  two  months,  with  a  good  maximum  of  220. 
Elsewhere,  autumn  passage  was  strongest  between  mid- August  and 
Sept  8th.  The  latest  birds  were  three  at  West  Thurrock  on  Oct  15th 
and  one  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Oct  27th  and  28th.  The  largest 
counts  in  each  sector  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  siven. 
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E  Fishers  Green,  13  flew  S  on  Apr  24th.  King  George  V  Res,  19  on 
Apr  27th  and  20  on  May  8th.  Rainham  Marsh,  45  on  Aug  27th  and 
60  on  Sept  4th.  West  Thurrock,  15  on  Apr  16th,  80  on  Apr  30th, 
60  on  May  14th,  1 10  on  July  23rd,  126  on  Aug  6th,  200  on  Aug  11th 
and  13th,  150  on  Aug  28th,  220  on  Sept  3rd,  120  on  Sept  11th,  70 
on  Sept  23rd  and  ten  on  Oct  1st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  26  on  Sept  1st.  Rye  Meads  SF,  53  on  May  6th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  33  on  Apr  23rd  and  33  on  Sept  2nd.  Perry 
Oaks  SF,  27  flew  W  on  Sept  2nd.  Queen  Mary  Res,  20  on  Apr  23rd, 
25  on  Aug  3rd,  c50  on  Sept  3rd  and  clOO  on  Sept  7th.  Staines  Res, 
20  on  Apr  27th,  24  on  May  27th,  29  on  Sept  3rd  and  53  on  Sept 
8th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Aug  21st  (DJL).  Regent’s 
Park,  singles  fishing  at  the  lake  on  June  19th  and  July  8th  and  15th 
(ARD). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  22  on  Sept  7th. 

K  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  clOO  on  Aug  13th  and  130  on  Aug  31st. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  30  on  Aug  29th,  81  on  Sept  2nd  and  61  on  3rd. 
Barnes,  22  flew  W  on  Aug  17th.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at: 
Battersea  Park,  44  Common  Terns  flew  upriver  between  11.00  hrs 
and  12.02  hrs  on  Sept  31st  (BM).  Blackfriars  Bridge,  six  flew  W  on 
Aug  30th  (CS).  Hungerford  Bridge,  c30  flew  W  on  Aug  9th  (DRH). 
Tower  Bridge,  seven  on  Aug  23rd  (DJL). 

248  Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea 

Spring  passage  began  quite  early  on  Apr  9th  and  lasted  until  May 
18th,  with  the  addition  of  a  late  bird  on  June  1 1th  and  13th. 
Numbers  were  low  apart  from  a  very  marked  peak  of  96  at  King 
George  V  Res  on  Apr  25th;  no  other  spring  count  exceeded  three. 
Autumn  passage  was  recorded  from  July  30th  and  was  quite 
widespread,  with  twice  as  many  records  as  in  the  spring.  No  more 
than  four  birds  were  seen  at  one  time,  with  the  exception  of  14  at 
Amwell  GP  on  Aug  28th.  There  were  four  records  in  October,  the 
last  concerning  a  single  bird  on  15th.  All  records  are  given  or 
summarised. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Apr  13th  (PJV),  96  on  Apr  25th  (SCr 
et  al),  singles  on  May  9th  and  June  11th  and  13th,  four  on  Aug  21st, 
one  on  Aug  28th  and  30th,  two  on  Sept  2nd  and  one  on  Oct  5th 
(SCr,  PJV  et  al).  Netherhall  GP,  one  on  Apr  25th  (ADW). 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  4th  (MKD).  Walthamstow  Res,  one 
on  Apr  9th  (PJV  et  al).  Weald  Park,  one  on  Sept  2nd  and  3rd 
(AJG1).  West  Thurrock,  singles  on  May  1st  and  14th  (MKD),  up 
to  four  on  six  dates  between  Aug  6th  and  21st,  three  on  Aug 
28th,  two  on  Sept  3rd  and  10th,  one  on  Sept  17th  and  23rd  (MKD, 
PJV  et  al),  three  on  Sept  27th  (AB1)  and  one  on  Oct  15th 
(MKD). 

H  Amwell  GP,  14  on  Aug  28th,  one  on  Sept  25th  and  three  on  Oct 
7th  (CC1,  GJW).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Apr  28th  (SHM). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  four  on  July  30th  and  one  on  Oct  1st  (PN). 
Queen  Mary  Res,  singles  on  Aug  21st  and  Sept  2nd  and  6th  (RBH, 
CL).  Staines  Res,  two  on  May  18th  (FRC)  and  three  on  Sept  2nd 
(CL). 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Aug  30th  (CDRH). 

K  Littlebrook  Power  Station,  two  on  Aug  13th  (DDa),  one  on  Aug 
30th,  two  on  31st  and  one  on  Sept  2nd  (BEW). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  three  on  May  12th,  one  on  Sept  2nd  and  three  on 
3rd  (RBH). 
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1986  Additional  Records 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Apr  15th,  three  on  Apr  22nd  and  one  on 
Apr  23rd  (CIB). 

251  Little  Tern  Sterna  albifrons 

A  reasonably  good  spring  passage  produced  five  records  involving 
eight  birds,  all  between  May  2nd  and  11th.  Four  birds  were  seen  in 
the  Lea  Valley  around  mid-June,  followed  by  two  at  Rainham  on 
July  9th.  In  contrast  the  complete  absence  of  records  throughout 
the  autumn  was  extraordinary.  Normally  the  autumn  passage  is 
stronger  than  the  spring.  All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  June  10th  and  11th,  then  two  on  12th 
(PJV).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  July  9th  (MKD).  Wm  Girling  Res, 
one  on  June  9th  (REH)  presumably  moved  to  King  George  V  Res. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  May  8th  (CC1,  GJW).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  two 
on  June  17th  (MBw,  SHM).  v 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  May  2nd  (AVM,  PN).  Staines  Res, 
three  on  May  8th  (FRC)  and  two  on  May  11th  (REM). 

S  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  May  7th  (SNR). 

253  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

The  first  bird  in  spring  was  at  Island  Barn  Res  on  Apr  19th.  Spring 
passage  was  light,  except  for  one  pronounced  movement  between 
May  6th  and  8th  which  involved  138  birds  spread  right  across  the 
Area.  Autumn  passage  reached  a  typical  average  peak  on  Sept  7th. 
when  90  birds  appeared  during  SE  winds.  The  last  bird  was  notice¬ 
ably  late,  at  Littlebrook  Power  Station  on  Oct  27th.  Highest  counts 
in  each  county  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  32  on  May  8th.  West  Thurrock,  15  on  Aug 
20th,  40  on  Sept  7th  and  20  on  11th. 

H  One  or  two  birds  at  five  sites. 

M  Broadwater  GP,  ten  on  May  7th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  30  on  Sept  7th. 
Staines  Res,  26  on  May  8th  and  ten  on  Sept  7th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  on  Aug  17th. 

K  One  or  two  at  Crayford  Marsh  on  Apr  23rd  and  at  Littlebrook 
Power  Station. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  14  on  May  6th.  Island  Barn  Res,  22  on  May  8th. 
Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  19  flying  E  on  May  7th. 

257  Razorbill  Alca  torda 

E  Fairiop  Lake,  an  adult  was  present  from  Dec  10th  to  13th  (AB1 
et  al)  -  see  photograph  opposite  p.  32. 

This,  the  23rd  record  for  the  London  Area,  was  the  first  since 
February  1983.  It  was  quite  a  tame  bird  which  pleased  many 
observers  during  its  obliging  four-day  stay  on  a  relatively  small  body 
of  water. 

260  Little  Auk  Allealle 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Oct  31st  and  Nov  1st  was  found  dead 
on  2nd  (SCr  et  al). 

S  Streatham,  one  picked  up  on  a  doorstep  at  06.00  hrs  on  Jan  3rd 
(CKy)  was  released  that  evening  at  Barp  Elms  Res;  it  was  not  seen 
subsequently. 
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These  typical  records  take  the  London  Area  total  to  32.  Formerly 
an  irregular  visitor,  this  species  has  now  occurred  six  years  in  a  row. 

263  Feral  Rock  Dove  Columba  livia 

More  records  were  received  this  year  including  some  comments  on 
flock  sizes  in  Inner  London.  There  were  90  at  St  John’s  Church, 
Waterloo,  on  Sept  16th,  94  by  the  Thames  at  Westminster  on  Jan 
26th  and  at  least  100  at  Archbishop’s  Park  on  May  9th.  The  resident 
population  in  St  James’s  Park  was  reported  to  outnumber  Wood- 
pigeon  by  a  factor  of  about  20.  Away  from  Inner  London,  flocks  of 
100  or  more  were  reported  at  Amwell  GP  (250  on  Dec  3rd), 
Berwick  Ponds  (100  on  Feb  13th  and  150  on  Mar  28th),  Coopers 
Green  (100  on  Mar  13th)  and  Hampstead  Heath  (133  on  Nov  29th). 
The  resident  population  of  110  in  Romford  town  centre  included 
70%  grey  morphs  and  15%  red  morphs. 

264  Stock  Dove  Columba  oenas 

Although  reported  from  about  the  same  number  of  sites  as  in  1987 
(67  instead  of  65),  the  number  of  pairs  reported  in  the  breeding 
season  was  a  marked  increase  (124  instead  of  80).  This  increase  was 
due  in  part  to  the  first  year  of  fieldwork  for  the  New  Breeding 
Atlas,  particularly  in  parts  of  Essex.  As  usual,  the  largest  count  was 
at  Osterley  Park,  where  20  pairs  were  found,  but  ten  pairs  were 
located  in  Richmond  Park,  at  least  eight  pairs  in  Epping  Forest  and 
seven  pairs  in  South  Weald  Park.  The  only  change  in  status  noted 
was  at  Hainault  Forest,  where  four  territories  represented  a  fall  by 
a  half  in  the  last  five  years.  Small  flocks  were  widely  reported 
outside  the  breeding  season,  the  only  ones  of  100  or  more  being 
cl50  at  Broadwater  GP  on  Feb  13th  and  cl50  at  Erith  Marshes  in 
December.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  singing  between  June  and 
August.  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred. 

265  Woodpigeon  Columba  palumbus 

Numbers  were  low  at  the  start  of  the  year,  mainly  due  to  the 
relatively  mild  weather.  The  only  count  of  note  was  of  800  at 
Hampstead  Heath  on  Feb  11th.  Few  comments  were  received  on 
breeding  numbers  away  from  Inner  London.  As  usual,  large-scale 
movements  were  a  feature  of  the  autumn,  from  mid-October 
onwards.  The  largest  counts  included  1,600  at  Epping  on  Oct  30th 
and  3,000  at  Walthamstow  Res  on  Dec  17th. 

Inner  London:  Breeding  was  reported  at  Bankside  Power  Station, 
Barbican,  Battersea  Park  (c23  pairs),  Bloomsbury,  County  Hall, 
Holland  Park,  Hoxton,  Kensington  Gardens  (several  pairs),  a 
number  of  streets  in  the  NW3  and  NW6  areas,  St  James’s  Park,  St 
Thomas’s  Hospital,  South  Bank,  Victoria  Park  and  Wapping. 

266  Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaocto 

Doubtless  under-recorded,  but  the  suburban  and  rural  population 
appears  to  be  stable  or  increasing  slowly.  At  least  five  pairs  bred 
at  Hainault  Forest,  two  or  more  in  the  main  forest  area  away  from 
human  habitation.  In  Herts  nine  pairs  were  located  at  St  Albans 
and  five  at  North  Mymms.  Large  flocks  were  a  feature  of  both 
winter  periods.  High  counts  included  350  at  Beech  Farm  GP  (H) 
on  Nov  27th,  clOO  at  Dartford  Marsh  (K)  on  Jan  3rd  and  90  at 
North  Weald  (E)  on  Dec  28th.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 
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267  Turtle  Dove  Streptopeliaturtur 

Single  birds  at  Beddington  SF  and  Hounslow  Heath  on  Apr  22nd 
were  the  first  of  the  year,  but  most  areas  had  their  first  birds  by  the 
end  of  the  month.  Most  of  the  very  few  breeding  records  received 
came  from  Essex,  with  peak  counts  of  seven  pairs  at  Hainault  and 
five  at  Berwick  Ponds.  The  only  flock  of  more  than  ten  was  one  of 
19  at  Nefherhall  GP  (E)  on  Aug  19th  and  the  last  birds  of  the  year 
(a  flock  of  eight)  were  at  Eynesford  (K)  on  Sept  17th.  The  only 
Inner  London  record  is  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept  9th  (ARD). 

269  Ring-neeked  Parakeet  Psittacula  krameri 

Reported  from  more  than  40  localities,  as  in  1987,  but  with  more 
records  from  Essex.  Records  are  given  in  full  for  Essex  and  Herts 
but  summarised  for  the  remaining  counties. 

E  Chadwell  Heath,  possibly  breeding  in  hospital  grounds.  Dagnam 
Park,  one  on  Dec  17th.  Epping,  one  on  Dec  18th.  Havering,  one 
on  July  16th.  King  George  V  Res,  one  on  Aug  27th.  Theydon  Bois, 
one  in  November  and  December. 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Sept  6th.  Fir  and  Pond  Wood,  Potters  Bar.  a 
male  on  Aug  28th. 

M  One  pair  bred  at  Bushy  Park  and  two  pairs  probably  bred  at 
Osterley  Park.  Hampton  Court  Park,  12  on  Oct  3rd.  Sunburv,  15 
on  Oct  8th.  Single-figure  counts  at  a  further  11  localities. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  peak  counts  of  80+  on  Aug  17th,  48+  on  Oct  29th, 
62+  on  Nov  24th  and  96  on  Dec  9th.  Wraysbury  Village,  31  flying 
to  roost  on  Oct  17th.  One  or  two  at  three  other  sites. 

K  Elmstead  Woods,  peak  count  13  on  Aug  2nd.  Foots  Cray  Meadows, 
present  throughout  year,  peak  count  11  on  Mar  27th.  Grove  Park 
Station,  29  on. July  28th.  Hither  Green  Cemetery,  45  on  Jan  1st. 
Jubilee  Park,  11  on  Apr  30th.  Petts  Wood,  two  pairs  bred.  Two  to 
four  at  two  other  sites. 

S  Bethlem  Royal  Hospital,  Croydon,  present  throughout  the  year:  one 
pair  bred.  Chiswick,  22  on  July  8th.  One  or  two  at  a  further  nine  sites. 

271  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus 

Two  flying  N  at  Bromley  (K)  on  the  early  date  of  Apr  3rd  preceded 
the  next  arrivals  by  over  a  week.  The  first  birds  were  reported  at 
two  Essex  localities  on  Apr  11th  and  12th  and  there  was  a  general 
arrival  in  many  areas  from  16th  onwards.  It  appears  to  be 
maintaining  its  numbers  in  the  outer  parts  of  the  Area,  but  few  birds 
were  reported  from  the  more  built-up  suburban  areas  closer  to  the 
centre  of  London.  A  total  of  at  least  five  males  at  Hainault  was 
close  to  the  average  for  recent  years  while  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  numbers  of  calling  birds  at  Rainham  Marsh.  Three  or  more 
males  were  also  reported  from  Berwick  Ponds,  Chcshunt  GP, 
Stocker's  Lake  and  Wimbledon  Common.  As  usual,  juveniles  were 
generally  evident  from  mid-July  onwards,  but  there  was  an  earl\ 
juvenile  at  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  on  June  29th.  Most  birds  seem 
to  have  departed  early  and  there  was  only  one  September  record, 
at  Beddington  SF  on  10th. 

274  Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

Although  found  in  only  1 1  localities,  a  definite  improvement  was 
noted  in  Essex,  due  in  part  to  the  efforts  of  observers  contacting 
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farmers  during  fieldwork  for  the  New  Breeding  Atlas.  At  least  three 
breeding  pairs  were  located  and  birds  were  reported  at  a  further 
three  sites  during  the  breeding  season.  It  is  possible  that  several 
pairs  remain  undetected  in  rural  Essex  and  the  population  could  be 
higher  than  recent  reports  indicate.  The  situation  in  the  rest  of  the 
Area  appears  far  from  healthy,  with  only  four  records  of  single 
birds.  Three  of  these  were  in  the  breeding  season  but  there  was 
evidence  of  a  resident  bird  only  in  Kent  and  Surrey. 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  pair  with  young  (RL)  and  possibly  an  additional 
bird  on  Feb  14th  (SBs).  North  Ockendon,  a  pair  present  all  year 
( per  MKD).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  or  two  present  ail  year  (WV  per 
MKD).  Stapleford  Tawney,  one  on  May  28th  (MKD,  CGn). 
Stratford,  one  in  May  {per  EBS).  Thorndon  Park  area,  at  least 
one  pair  with  young  (RL). 

H  Coopers  Green,  one  during  June  and  July  and  also  on  Nov  24th 
(MCg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  no  bird(s)  seen  but  pellets  found  on  several  dates 
throughout  the  year  (BEW,  AJM). 

S  Gadbrook  Common,  one  on  Nov  15th  (JRBy).  Richmond  Park, 
one  between  Jan  25th  and  July  29th  (RBH,  RES  et  al). 

279  Little  Owl  Athene  noctua 

At  least  27  pairs  were  reported  during  the  breeding  season,  a  similar 
position  to  last  year’s  total.  It  was  found  in  a  further  15  likely 
breeding  areas  and  the  true  population  is  probably  much  larger. 
Most  records  were  of  one  or  two  pairs,  but  there  were  three  at 
Hainault  and  at  Dartford  Marsh.  It  was  widespread  north  of  the 
River  Thames,  particularly  in  Middx  where  it  was  reported  from  19 
sites  and  Essex  where  at  least  ten  pairs  were  present. 

280  Tawny  Owl  Strixaluco 

A  widespread  resident,  found  in  at  least  80  localities  during  the  year 
and  in  nearly  four  fifths  of  these  in  the  breeding  season.  The 
population  appears  to  be  stable,  with  birds  being  reported  from  all 
counties.  Successful  breeding  was  reported  from  many  sites, 
including  many  gardens  in  suburban  parts  of  Middx  and  Essex. 
These  counties  appear  to  hold  the  largest  numbers  of  breeding 
birds,  with,  for  example,  six  pairs  at  Hainault,  two  or  three  pairs 
at  Brent  Res  and  up  to  three  pairs  at  Alexandra  Park.  Inner  London 
breeding  records  are  given  below,  but  they  are  most  unlikely  to 
reflect  the  species’  true  status. 

M  Inner  London:  Green  Park,  one  recently  fledged  juvenile  on  Mar 
8th  (JDF).  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  pair  bred  (BM). 

281  Long-eared  Owl  Asiootus 

At  the  start  of  the  year  only  four  birds  were  reported,  all  at  one 
roost  in  Essex.  There  was  a  marked  influx  in  mid-February,  when 
at  least  11  birds  were  recorded.  Most  of  these  were  at  two  roosts 
in  Essex  and  Herts  which  had  been  occupied  in  previous  years. 
There  were  no  reports  from  former  roost  sites  in  Middx  and  Kent. 
Birds  began  dispersing  from  the  roosts  in  mid-March,  with  the  last 
on  Mar  30th.  There  were  no  reports  of  breeding.  The  same  two 
roosts  were  occupied  again  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  birds 
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returning  by  mid-November.  Numbers  remained  low,  however, 
with  at  most  five  roosting  birds  by  the  year's  end.  All  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Chigwell,  one  on  Feb  21st  (CG).  Dagenham  Chase,  up  to  three 
from  January  to  early  March  and  two  from  Nov  16th  to  the  end 
of  the  year  (MKD  et  al).  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Feb  21st 
(GJW). 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Feb  21st,  four  from  Feb  23rd  into  March, 
five  on  Mar  17th,  four  on  Mar  20th  and  one  on  Mar  30th:  one  on 
Nov  6th,  increasing  to  three  on  Dec  7th,  with  at  least  one  still 
present  on  Dec  17th  (GJW,  JF,  DM  et  al). 

M  Deephams  SF,  Edmonton,  one  on  Feb  10th  (ACy). 

S  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Mar  9th  (RJH,  JH). 

282  Short-eared  Owl  Asioflammeus 

Numbers  wintering  at  the  start  of  the  year  remained  high  with  at 
least  25  birds  present  during  January  and  February.  Most  were 
north  of  the  River  Thames,  concentrated  at  Sleapshyde  GP  (H) 
and,  particularly,  Rainham  Marsh.  Numbers  dwindled  during 
March  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  passage  in  late  March  and 
early  April.  The  last  birds  were  still  at  Rainham  and  Rammey 
Marsh  in  late  April.  Single  birds  were  seen  at  Rainham  in  late 
August  and  early  September  and  at  Fairlop  on  Sept  6th.  However, 
the  main  autumn  influx  was  in  late  October.  By  far  the  largest 
numbers  were  at  Rainham,  with  up  to  ten  birds  by  the  year's  end. 
Fewer  birds  were  seen  elsewhere,  but  a  total  of  at  least  18  birds  was 
present  by  late  December.  All  records  are  given  or  summarised 
below. 

r 

E  Barking,  four  jn  January  (JTW).  Fairlop,  one  or  two  from  January 
to  March  (AB1,  MKD,  SPg)  and  one  on  Sept  6th  and  Oct  20th 
(AB1).  Hall  Marsh  and  Waltham  Marsh,  up  to  three  from  January 
to  March  and  one  on  Apr  5th  and  13th  (GJW  et  al)  and  two  on  Dec 
31st  (GJW);  also  recorded  at  adjacent  Bowyers  GP  (Herts). 
Rainham  Marsh,  seven  in  January,  six  in  February,  seven  in  March 
and  two  in  April  with  the  last  one  into  late  April  (AB1,  MKD,  SPg); 
one  on  Aug  28th  and  Sept  3rd  (WV),  one  on  Oct  1st,  two  on  Oct 
23rd,  six  on  Oct  25th  (AB1,  SPg,  WV),  up  to  ten  from  late  October 
into  November  and  eight  in  December  (MKD,  SPg).  Walthamstow 
Res,  one  on  Mar  31st  (GCG). 

H  Bowyers  GP,  see  under  Hall  Marsh  and  Waltham  Marsh  (Essex). 
Colney  Heath,  one  on  Jan  2nd  (PD).  Park  Street,  one  on  Jan  7th 
and  three  on  Feb  7th  (JT,  LB).  Rye  Meads  SF,  singles  on  Jan  31st 
and  Feb  11th  and  21st  (RMRG).  Sleapshyde  GP,  two  in  Januan 
increasing  to  four  by  31st,  five  on  Feb  7th,  two  on  Feb  20th  and 
one  on  Apr  3rd  (JT,  SPg);  two  on  Nov  13th  (MB). 

M  Bedfont/Feltham,  up  to  three  from  January  to  Mar  5th  (CL  et  al) 
and  two  on  Mar  10th  (KLP).  Grange  Farm,  Halliford.  singles  on 
Jan  3rd  and  5th  and  Mar  11th,  two  on  Nov  21st  and  three  on  Dec 
8th  and  15th  (JAS).  Rammey  Marsh,  two  on  Feb  3rd.  one 
remaining  until  Mar  2nd,  one  from  Apr  7th  to  30th  and  one  on  Nov 
5th  and  Dec  10th  and  11th  (SCr).  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Oct  28th 
(CL),  Nov  12th  (PN)  and  Dec  29th  (RBH). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  found  dead  at  water's  edse  on  Feb  28th 
(EBBR). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  three  in  December  (BEW  et  al). 

S  Hersham  GP,  singles  on  Jan  15th  and  Nov  18th  (WRI). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1988 


75 


284  Nightjar  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

There  was  a  welcome  increase  in  records  this  year.  Numbers 
have  remained  remarkably  stable  during  recent  years  at  the  two 
breeding  sites  in  Herts  and  a  churring  bird  in  Bucks  for  one  evening 
in  July  does  give  some  hope  for  the  future.  Although  suitable 
habitat  exists  elsewhere  in  the  London  Area,  it  shows  little  sign 
of  recolonising  any  of  its  former  strongholds  in  Essex,  Kent  and 
Surrey.  All  records  are  given  below,  including  two  migrants,  one 
in  Inner  London. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  pair  plus  a  second  male  in  summer  (GJW 
et  al).  Locality  withheld,  a  pair  in  summer  (GJW). 

M  Inner  London:  EC2,  a  female  picked  up  in  the  street  on  May  24th 
was  later  released  at  Alexandra  Park  (RSPCA  per  NB). 

B  Langley  Park,  a  female  or  immature  flew  through  at  dusk  on  Aug 
15th  (CL).  Locality  withheld,  a  male  churring  and  moth-hunting  on 
July  11th  was  not  found  on  subsequent  visits  (GAR). 

289  Swift  Apusapus 

There  was  a  widespread  and  general  arrival  in  late  April  and  early 
May,  following  the  first  birds  of  the  year  at  King  George  V  Res  on 
Apr  15th  and  at  Wraysbury  GP  and  Beddington  SF  the  next  day. 
Large  flocks  were  a  feature  from  early  May,  with  1,000-2,000  at 
Walton  Res  on  May  9th  and  1,400  at  Beddington  SF  on  May  14th. 
Mid-summer  flocks  of  1,000  or  more  included  1,000  at  Deephams 
SF,  Edmonton,  on  June  8th,  1,500  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  June 
11th  and  1,000  at  Wm  Girling  Res  on  June  28th.  Departure  was 
later  this  year,  with  small  flocks  regular  until  late  August.  By  early 
September  numbers  had  dwindled  to  single  figure  parties  in  several 
areas  with  the  last  birds  of  the  year  at  Hertford  Heath  on  12th  and 
at  Twickenham  on  21st.  Inner  London  records  are  summarised 
below. 

M  Inner  London:  Goldhurst  Terrace,  NW3,  a  pair  bred.  Feeding  birds 
were  widely  reported  from  May  3rd  to  Sept  6th  with  40  over  St 
James’s  Park  lake  being  the  maximum  number  recorded. 

S  Inner  London:  up  to  30  widely  recorded  during  the  breeding 
season. 

293  Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis 

A  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  was  apparent, 
due  in  part  to  the  mild  winter.  At  least  42  pairs  were  located  and 
birds  were  present  in  a  further  20  localities  during  the  breeding 
season.  As  usual,  most  were  north  of  the  River  Thames,  but  there 
were  more  widespread  reports  from  Kent  and  Surrey  than  in  recent 
years.  Outside  the  breeding  season  birds  were  found  in  many  more 
areas,  including  some  built-up  stretches  of  water  in  the  suburbs. 
Breeding  records  are  summarised  below. 

E  Breeding  records  from:  Berwick  Ponds,  Corbets  Tey,  Dagenham 
Chase,  Dagnam  Park,  Fishers  Green,  Roding  Valley  and  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res. 

H  Bred  or  probably  bred  at:  Amwell  GP,  Batchworth  Lake,  Cheshunt 
GP,  River  Chess,  Stanstead  Abbots  GP  and  Tyttenhanger  GP. 

M  Breeding  reported  at:  Alexandra  Park,  Broadwater  GP,  Brent  Res, 
Denham  Lock,  Queen  Mary  GP,  Rammey  Marsh,  Southall  and 
Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield. 

B  Bred  at  Wraysbury  GP. 
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K  Breeding  records  from:  Chipstead  Lake,  Foots  Cray  Meadows  and 
Sevenoaks  Reserve. 

S  Breeding  at:  Beverley  Brook,  Hersham  area,  Hogsmill  SF, 
Molesey  Heath,  Richmond  Park,  River  Wandle  and  West  End 
Common. 

297  Hoopoe  LJpupa  epops 

M  Broadwater  GP,  one  on  Oct  5th  (ET). 

A  below-average  showing  and  rather  late  in  the  year.  Most  records 
this  decade  (1980-1988)  have  been  in  spring: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jim  Jul  Am ’  Sep  Oet  Noe  Dee 

8  5  1-1  1  I  1 

1987  Correction 

H  The  record  of  one  at  Amwell  on  May  11th  ( LBR  52:  83)  has  been 
reviewed  and  is  no  longer  accepted. 

298  Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Sept  11th  (CGn). 

A  below-average  year  with  only  one  autumn  record,  coinciding  with 
a  small  fall  of  Willow  Warblers,  Spotted  Flycatchers  and  Redstarts 
in  nearby  Hainault  and  Havering. 

WOODPECKERS 

Table  2.  Percentage  of  tetrads  with  breeding  woodpeckers  in  two 


10km  squares  in  Essex, 

1968-1972 

and  1988. 

TQ49 

TQ58 

- 

1968-1972 

1988 

1968-1972 

Green 

43% 

48% 

17% 

Great  Spotted 

57% 

65% 

0% 

Lesser  Spotted 

26% 

43% 

0% 

Table  2  shows  preliminary  1988  results  from  the  New  Breeding 
Atlas  compared  with  those  from  the  1968-1972  Breeding  Atlas.  The 
clear  impression  is  of  an  increase  in  all  three  species,  particularly 
Lesser  Spotted,  over  the  past  20  years.  This  is  likely  to  be  the  case, 
but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  only  about  half  of  TQ58  was 
adequately  surveyed  in  1968-1972. 

300  Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis 

Found  in  at  least  110  localities  during  the  year,  including  82  in  the 
breeding  season.  It  is  widely  distributed  throughout  most  well- 
wooded  rural  areas  in  all  counties,  extending  locally  into  parks  and 
woodland  in  the  outer  suburbs.  Definite  increases  were  reported 
from  Honeycroft  Hill,  Uxbridge,  and  Bookham  Common,  where 
there  was  an  increase  from  one  pair  to  two.  In  some  areas  it  is 
almost  as  numerous  as  the  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  and 
continues  to  increase  in  south  Essex  (see  Table  2). 

302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  major 

This  is  still  the  most  widespread  and  numerous  of  the  woodpeckers 
in  the  London  Area  but  in  many  parts  —  Hainault  for  example  — 
its  numbers  appear  to  have  levelled  off  in  recent  years.  It  was  again 
reported  from  well  over  100  localities.  At  least  12  pairs  bred  at 
Hainault,  ten  nests  were  located  in  Wormley  Woods  (H)  and  there 
was  an  increase  from  two  to  three  pairs  at  Bookham  Common.  A 
female  found  freshly  dead  at  Greenford  on  June  25th  had  been 
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ringed  at  Ruislip  four  years  before  (when  already  at  least  one  year 
old)  and  gives  some  idea  of  the  rather  sedentary  nature  of  our 
resident  birds.  Two  birds  drumming  at  Queen’s  Wood,  Highgate, 
on  Dec  29th  had  made  a  very  early  start  to  the  1989  breeding 
season.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  present  and  possibly  bred 
(ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Jan  5th  and  16th,  Mar 
7th,  May  12th,  Oct  1st  and  10th,  Nov  20th  and  Dec  26th  (BM). 

303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  minor 

Most  widespread  of  the  woodpeckers  in  Surrey  but,  as  usual,  rather 
under-reported  from  Essex.  Reported  from  about  75  localities,  a 
decrease  on  recent  years  probably  accounted  for  by  the  reduced 
coverage  of  wooded  areas  with  the  completion  of  the  Woodland 
Bird  Survey.  Numbers  have  increased  in  Essex  (see  Table  2)  but  it 
is  still  the  least  common  woodpecker,  being  outnumbered  at 
Hainault,  Dagnam  Park  and  Weald  Park  by  both  the  larger 
woodpeckers.  Two  pairs  were  found  at  Osterley  Park  and  three  on 
Wimbledon  Common  but  most  other  reports  concerned  only  single 
pairs.  Away  from  breeding  sites,  one  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Apr 
9th  was  unusual  but  echoes  a  similar  record  in  1987.  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  four  dates  between  January 
and  March  and  on  Oct  17th  (ARD). 

311  Skylark  Alauda  arvensis 

With  mild  weather  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  few  large  counts  were 
reported.  During  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  the  largest  flocks 
were  confined  to  Essex  and  Herts.  There  were  100  at  Rainham 
Marsh  for  most  of  January,  but  smaller  numbers  subsequently,  and 
150-200  at  Symondshyde  Farm  (H)  on  Jan  20th.  Elsewhere  numbers 
did  not  reach  100.  Breeding  season  reports  came  from  many  areas, 
but  with  little  evidence  of  any  change  in  status.  Passage  movements 
were  a  feature  of  October,  with  a  maximum  of  83  at  Rye  Meads  SF 
on  22nd.  Wintering  numbers  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  low,  with 
the  largest  flock  reported  being  100  at  Berwick  Ponds  on  Dec  27th. 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  small  numbers  from  January  to 
March  and  three  on  Oct  12th  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  13th  and  two  on  Oct 
21st  (BM).  County  Hall,  one  flew  SSW  on  Oct  20th  (PJSn).  Surrey 
Docks,  three  pairs  nested,  despite  a  reduction  in  suitable  habitat 
(DAM).  Waterloo,  one  on  Oct  18th  (PJSn). 

313  Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 

Two  birds  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  Mar  19th  were  the  first  of  the  year. 
The  first  small  influx  occurred  during  the  next  two  weeks,  followed 
by  a  more  general  arrival  in  mid- April.  By  far  the  largest  counts 
were  434  at  Cheshunt  GP  on  Apr  15th  and  150  there  on  16th,  147 
over  Waltham  Abbey  on  Apr  18th,  210  at  Staines  Res  and  100  at 
Molesey  Heath  on  Apr  23rd  and  100  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  May 
1st.  Numbers  on  passage  appeared  to  reflect  the  recovery  in 
breeding  numbers  noted  in  recent  years.  However,  the  number  of 
occupied  holes  reported  showed  a  decline,  to  487  from  948.  It  is 
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possible  that  many  colonies  were  not  reported.  By  far  the  largest 
breeding  numbers  were  in  Essex,  with  260  nest  holes  reported  from 
four  sites.  Return  passage  began  in  mid-July,  with  up  to  600  at  Rye 
Meads  SF  by  the  end  of  the  month.  A  steady  passage  was  noted  in 
several  areas  during  August  and  early  September  with,  for  example, 
up  to  120  at  Amwell  GP  on  Sept  1st  and  160  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve 
on  Sept  24th.  Numbers  dwindled  during  the  rest  of  September  and. 
by  early  October,  the  only  remaining  flock  of  100  or  more  was  of 
100  at  Rainham  Marsh.  Four  birds  over  Berwick  Ponds  on  Oct  16th 
were  the  last  of  the  year.  Breeding  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Corbets  Tey,  100  holes.  Fishers  Green,  60  holes.  Lea  Valley 
Reservoirs,  50  holes.  Purfleet,  51  holes. 

H  Colney  Park,  three  holes.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  65  holes. 

M  Bell  Wharf,  Harefield,  three  nests  in  drainage  pipes.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  first  on  Apr  15th,  a  single  pn  Apr  22nd,  six  on  May 
9th,  two  on  July  15th,  birds  passing  through  all  day  on  July  18th. 
six  on  Aug  25th  and,  finally,  one  on  Aug  28th.  A  much-improved 
passage. 

S  Hersham  GP,  50-70  pairs.  Hogsmill  SF,  five  pairs.  Walton  GP. 
50-80  pairs.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Sept  23rd. 

314  Swallow  Hirundo  rustica 

The  first  arrival,  one  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  Mar  27th,  was  followed 
by  others  in  many  areas  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  April.  A 
general  influx  was  apparent  from  mid-April  onwards,  when  most 
breeding. birds  returned.  By  far  the  largest  numbers  at  this  time 
were  in  the  Lea  Valley,  with  200  at  Cheshunt  GP  on  Apr  16th  and 
11  at  Waltham  Abbey  on  Apr  12th.  The  only  other  count  of  100  or 
more  was  of  100  at  Beddington  SF  on  May  2nd.  There  were  no 
reports  of  any  change  in  breeding  status.  The  heaviest  return 
passage  movements  occurred  from  mid-August  onwards,  with 
maximum  counts  as  follows:  Tyttenhanger  GP,  500  on  Aug  24th. 
Amwell  GP,  200  on  Sept  6th.  Hill  End,  Harefield,  up  to  200  on 
wires  from  Aug  29th  to  Sept  4th.  Rainham  Marsh,  180+  on  Sept 
1st.  At  least  300  were  still  present  at  the  last  locality  on  Oct  1st  and 
good  numbers  remained  throughout  the  Area  until  late  in  the 
month.  There  were  only  two  November  records,  one  at  Watford  on 
8th  and  two  juveniles  at  Hammersmith  on  18th.  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  first  on  Apr  23rd,  last  on  Oct  12th 
(ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  May  3rd,  four  on  Sept  1st 
and  25th  and  singles  on  Oct  4th  and  9th  (BM).  County  Hall,  one 
flew  NNW  on  May  13th  and  one  flew  N  on  16th  (PJSn). 

1987  Additional  Record 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Nov  26th  (GCG).  This  affects  the  table 
in  LBR  52:  13. 

316  House  Martin  Delichon  urbica 

A  single  at  Darenth  on  Apr  3rd  was  the  first  for  the  year  but, 
although  there  was  a  small  movement  in  the  first  half  of  the  month, 
most  areas  had  to  wait  until  the  end  of  April  and  early  May  for 
their  first  birds.  Main  flocks  of  note  at  this  time  were  in  the  Lea 
Valley  on  Apr  16th,  with  200  at  Waltham  Abbey  and  150  over 
Cheshunt  GP,  200  at  Beddington  SF  on  Apr  30th,  450  at  Barn  Elms 
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Res  and  300  over  Tyttenhanger  GP  on  May  9th  and  200  at  Amwell 
GP  on  May  10th.  Breeding  numbers  appeared  to  be  slightly  higher 
than  in  recent  years  in  parts  of  Essex.  At  least  63  occupied  nests 
were  reported  from  the  pumping  station  at  Kempton  Park  Res  and 
58  nests  were  located  in  the  Sunbury/Hampton  area  of  Middx. 
Reports  of  other  sizeable  colonies  would  be  welcome. 

Return  passage  was  well  under  way  by  late  August,  with  the  first 
large  count  of  800  at  King  George  V  Res  on  21st,  increasing  to  a 
peak  of  1,000  on  Sept  14th.  At  least  2,000  were  present  at  Harefield 
village  (M)  on  Sept  8th  and  1,000  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  18th. 
Passage  movements  occurred  at  Rainham  Marsh  much  later  in  the 
month,  with  1,000  on  26th,  increasing  to  well  over  1,500  by  Oct  1st, 
and  there  were  2,000  at  Beddington  SF  on  Sept  30th.  Numbers  fell 
quickly  with  only  150  left  at  Rainham  Marsh  by  Oct  9th  and  few 
birds  were  seen  after  the  middle  of  the  month.  The  last  birds  of  the 
year  were  at  Rye  Meads  on  Oct  29th  (five)  and  Rickmansworth  on 
Nov  15th. 

M/S  Inner  London:  Breeding  colonies  were  reported  from  several  areas, 
including  some  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  area  which  until  recently 
has  held  few  breeding  birds.  Belgrave  Square,  SW1,  a  small  colony. 
Hanover  Mansions,  NW8,  15  pairs  bred.  Priory  Road,  NW6,  one 
pair  nested.  Regent’s  Canal,  Shoreditch,  at  least  one  nest.  Shadwell 
basin,  Wapping,  a  colony.  Victoria  Park,  E9,  a  colony  nearby. 
Wapping,  east  of  St  Catherine’s  Dock,  a  few  nests.  Otherwise 
recorded  from  Apr  13th  to  Oct  28th  with  maxima  of  55  over  Green 
Park  on  Sept  20th,  150  at  Battersea  Park  on  25th  and  77  at  St 
James’s  Park  on  27th. 

317  Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  from  Oct  13th  to  20th  (BAR  et  al). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Sept  29th  (BEW  et  al). 

These  are  the  ninth  and  tenth  London  Area  records  and  the  fifth  and 
sixth  in  autumn.  Six  of  the  last  seven  have  been  at  this  time  of  year. 

320  Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis 

The  number  of  singing  males  recorded  showed  a  25%  drop  on  1987 
with  at  least  67  at  25  sites  compared  with  87  at  24  sites  in  1987.  The 
complete  absence  of  breeding  season  records  from  the  Kent  sector 
was  disappointing,  as  was  the  absence  of  passage  records  from  Inner 
London.  The  first  bird  in  spring  was  at  Hainault  Forest  on  the  early 
date  of  Apr  2nd.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  reported  from  Brent 
Res  on  Sept  15th,  an  equally  early  departure.  The  reported 
breeding  season  distribution  is  given  below  with  numbers  of  pairs 
or  singing  males  in  brackets;  at  some  of  these  sites  single  singing 
males  were  reported  on  only  one  date  in  April. 

l(C)d‘vcDagnam  Park  (7).  Epping  Forest  (15).  Hainault  Forest  (4).  Roding 
Valley  (4+).  Thorndon  Park  (2).  Upminster  (1).  Weald  Park  (2). 

H  Balls  Wood  (3).  Bayford  (1).  Bencroft  Wood  (2).  Broxbourne 
Woods  (4).  Cangsley  Grove  (1).  Hatfield  Park  (2).  Hoddesdon 
Park  Wood  (1).  Hounds  Wood,  Radlett  (1).  Northaw  Great  Wood 
(5).  Roe  Hyde  (1).  Wormley  Wood  (1). 

M  Stanmore  Common  (1). 

B  Black  Park  (3). 

S  Banstead  Heath  (1).  Epsom  Common  (1).  Ham  Lands  (1).  Mercer 
Park  (1).  Wimbledon  Common  (2). 
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322  Meadow  Pipit  Anthus prate nsis 

As>might  be  expected,  the  Thames  Marshes  provided  the  majority 
of  breeding  season  records.  Breeding  records  show  a  further 
decrease.  This  may  be  the  result  of  the  continued  reduction  in 
suitable  habitat  and  the  increased  disturbance  of  remaining  sites. 
The  species  was  widely  reported  on  passage  and  in  winter,  including 
several  sites  in  Inner  London.  The  largest  flocks  reported  were 
300+  at  Cranford  Lane  GPs  (Middx)  on  Mar  30th,  200  at 
Beddington  SF  in  April  and  200  at  Radlett  Aerodrome  on  Oct  10th. 
The  reported  breeding  season  distribution  is  summarised  below. 

E  Belhus  Wood,  two  pairs.  Berwick  Ponds,  three  pairs.  Corbets  Tey, 
two  pairs.  Dagenham  Chase,  two  pairs.  Dagenham  Corridor,  three 
pairs.  Fairlop,  five  pairs.  Grays,  three  pairs.  Hornchurch,  12  pairs. 
Rainham  Marsh,  60  pairs.  Roding  Valley,  four  pairs.  South 
Stifford,  two  pairs.  West  Thurrock,  six  pairs. 

M  Bedfont,  four  pairs.  Rammey  Marsh,  one  male  singing  but  no 
female  present. 

K  Crayford  Marsh,  at  least  five  pairs  holding  territory.  Dartford 
Marsh,  10+  singing.  High  Elms,  clO  present  all  year.  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  at  least  two  males  singing. 

S  Mitcham  Common,  one  male  singing.  This  single  breeding  season 
record  shows  a  further  marked  decline.  No  records  from  Wimble¬ 
don  Common  where  a  few  years  ago  numbers  were  in  double 
figures.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  June  29th  may  have 
been  an  early  passage  bird. 

323  Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  male  in  summer  plumage  from  19.27  hrs  to  20.24 
hrs  on  May  13th  (RBH,  JPPW).  ' 


Friday  13th  proved  to  be  a  lucky  date  for  the  fortunate  two  who 
saw  this  bird  since  it  was  not  found  the  next  day  by  the  Saturday 
morning  twitchers.  This  is  the  fourth  London  Area  record;  all  four 
have  been  in  spring. 

324a  Rock  Pipit  Anthus petrosus 

As  in  previous  years  the  majority  of  wintering  records  came  from 
Essex  and  Kent  adjacent  to  the  River  Thames.  There  was  a  small 
but  marked  spring  and  autumn  passage  noted  primarily  at  inland 
waterside  habitats.  All  records  are  summarised  below. 
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E  Small  numbers  wintered  at  Rainham,  with  maxima  of  seven  between 
January  and  April  and  ten  in  December,  and  at  West  Thurrock,  with 
corresponding  maxima  of  four  and  six.  The  other  records  were 
mainly  from  the  Lea  Valley.  Hall  Marsh,  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on 
Oct  5th.  King  George  V  Res,  up  to  three  between  Sept  17th  and 
Nov  10th.  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  single  on  Mar  5th  and  two  on  Oct  19th 
with  one  staying  to  Nov  2nd.  Away  from  these  main  areas  there 
were  singles  at  Fairlop  on  Mar  13th,  Oct  23rd  and  Nov  3rd. 

H  Amwell  GP,  singles  on  Oct  1st  and  14th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Mar  20th.  Ponders  End  Lake,  one  on 
Oct  10th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Oct  19th.  Rammey  Marsh, 
singles  on  Mar  5th  and  6th  and  from  Nov  23rd  to  25th.  Staines  Res, 
one  on  Oct  2nd.  Wood  Green  Res,  one  on  Oct  6th  and  7th. 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  singles  on  Oct  15th  and  Nov  15th  and  17th  and 
two  from  Nov  24th  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

K  All  records  were  from  along  the  River  Thames.  Dartford  Marsh, 
singles  on  Jan  17th  and  Feb  25th  and  two  or  three  in  December. 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  two  on  Jan  1st  and  eight  on  Dec  24th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  singles  on  Feb  29th,  Mar  13th  and  28th,  Apr  27th 
and  Oct  16th,  two  on  Oct  19th,  four  on  23rd,  one  on  25th  and  two 
on  29th;  those  in  March  showed  the  characters  of  the  Scandinavian 
race  littoralis.  Beddington  SF,  one  or  two  birds  were  present  on 
many  dates  between  Oct  1st  and  25th  but  there  were  three  on  10th 
and  five  on  12th. 

324  Rock/Water  Pipit  Anthus petrosus/spinoletta 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  over,  calling,  on  Sept  6th. 
S  Inner  London:  Hungerford  Bridge  and  Thames  foreshore,  two  on 
Oct  3rd. 

324b  Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 

One  wintering  bird  at  the  start  of  the  year  was  followed  by  probably 
only  five  birds  at  two  sites  in  late  March  and  early  April.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  records  of  single  birds  from  six  sites. 

E  Netherhall  GP,  one  from  Nov  26th  stayed  into  1989  (JR  et  al). 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Dec  20th  (MKD).  Sewardstone,  one  on 
Apr  2nd  and  4th  and  four  on  3rd  (SCr,  PJV  et  al). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  singles  on  Jan  24th  (PJSd),  throughout  February 
(JHT)  and  on  Mar  6th  (SCr)  and  13th  (DMi). 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  seen  irregularlv  between  Nov  19th  and  Dec 
25th  (SCr  et  al). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Dec  13th  (CDRH). 

S  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Mar  31st  (PRA),  Apr  3rd  to  5th  (SJA, 
NG),  13th  and  14th  (PRA,  GDJM),  Nov  6th  (JSW),  12th  (PRA) 
and  20th  (NG).  Dec  3rd,  10th  (GDJM),  16th,  17th  and  24th  (JSW). 
Hogsmill  SF,  one  from  Nov  12th  to  26th  (WRI). 

1986  Additional  Records 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on  Mar  25th  and  two  on  Apr  12th  (CIB). 

1987  Additional  Record 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res,  an  adult  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr  22nd  and 
23rd  (GJR). 

325  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava 

The  first  spring  migrant  was  seen  at  Amwell  GP  on  Mar  28th.  It 
was  followed  by  individuals  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Mar  31st  and 
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Beddington  SF  on  Apr  2nd.  The  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported 
felT  again,  to  about  50  pairs.  The  dramatic  decline  in  the  London 
Area  probably  has  much  to  do  with  habitat  loss  and  disturbance  of 
once  isolated  areas.  Autumn  passage  was  generally  light.  The  last 
bird  of  the  year  was  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Oct  22nd.  A  summary 
of  breeding  season  records  and  passage  concentrations  is  given 
below,  together  with  records  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of 
races  other  than  M.  /.  flavissima.  It  is  likely  that  few  of  the  flava- 
types  listed  below  are  actually  ‘Blue-headed  Wagtails’;  most  are 
probably  beema- type  aberrants. 

E  About  32  pairs  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season  with  the  main 
concentration  on  the  Thames  Marshes.  The  largest  numbers  on 
passage  were  35  at  King  George  V  Res  on  Apr  22nd,  25  at  Wm 
Girling  Res  on  Apr  27th  and  16  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  Aug  10th. 
Single  /7flvfl-types  were  reported  at  King  George  V  Res  on  April 
19th,  24th  and  28th,  Roydon  on  May  25th  and  Wm  Girling  Res  on 
Apr  27th. 

H  In  the  breeding  season  a  pair  was  reported  at  Tyttenhanger  GP. 
Birds  were  also  present  at  Bell  Lane  and  West  Hyde  in  May  and 
June.  The  highest  count  in  spring  was  27  at  Tyttenhanger  GP  and 
in  autumn  40  at  Rye  Meads  SF  on  Aug  13th.  Amwell  GP,  a  flava- 
type  on  Apr  28th.  West  Hyde,  a  beema- type  on  Apr  24th  and  a 
flava-type  on  May  22nd. 

M  Breeding  records  came  from  only  two  sites:  Ponders  End  Lake  (2 
pairs  bred)  and  Rammey  Marsh  (3+  pairs  present,  presumed  to 
have  bred).  The  largest  passage  concentrations  were  at  Staines  Res, 
with  12  on  Apr  22nd  and  25+  flying  N  on  Sept  5th.  Staines  Res, 
one  flava-lype  on  Apr  13th  and  two  on  Apr  22nd.  Inner  London: 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr  28th  (RHK).  Regent’s  Park, 
singles  on  Apr  23rd  and  29th  and  Sept  20th  (ARD). 

B  The  highest  count  in  spring  was  at  Queen  Mother  Res  with  54  on 
Apr  28th.  In  autumn  the  highest  count,  at  the  same  site,  was  12  on 
Sept  16th. 

K  Breeding  was  reported  only  from  Dartford  Marsh,  with  at  least  four 
pairs.  Highest  counts  were  also  at  this  site  with  at  least  ten  on  Apr 
24th  and  12  on  Sept  4th. 

S  Breeding  was  reported  only  from  Beddington  SF,  where  five  or  six 
pairs  bred.  Highest  counts  in  spring* were  25  at  Barn  Elms  Res  on 
Apr  28th  and  50  at  Beddington  SF  on  Apr  30th.  In  autumn  there 
were  60  at  Beddington  SF  on  Aug  26th.  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  flava- 
type  on  Apr  23rd  and  two  on  24th.  Beddington  SF,  single  flava- 
types  on  Apr  12th,  13th,  22nd  and  23rd,  May  1st,  9th  and  10th  and 
two  on  Apr  30th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Apr  29th 
and  on  Aug  21st  and  25th  (BM).  Surrey  Docks,  two  or  three  pairs 
probably  bred,  with  at  least  one  pair  successful  (DAM). 

327  Grey  Wagtail  Motacilla  cinerea 

There  were  reports  of  about  25  breeding  pairs  with  birds  present  in 
the  breeding  season  at  several  other  sites.  Breeding  season  records 
and  maximum  counts  are  given. 

E  Pairs  bred  at  Corbets  Tey,  Dagenham  Chase  and  East  Wick/ 
Parndon  Mill  and  a  pair  was  present  in  the  breeding  season  at 
Waltham  Abbey.  Highest  counts  were  of  five  at  Berwick  Ponds  and 
Rainham  Marsh,  both  on  Dec  17th. 

H  Pairs  bred  at  Aldenham  Res,  Batchworth  Lake,  London  Colney, 
Park  Street  and  Rickmansworth  and  single  pairs  were  present  in  the 
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breeding  season  at  Cassiobury  Park,  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Watford. 
Outside  the  breeding  season  the  only  count  of  more  than  three  was 
of  five  at  Rye  Meads  SF. 

M  Pairs  bred  at  Brent  Res,  Rammey  Marsh  and  Wood  Green  Res 
where,  exceptionally,  the  pair  raised  three  broods.  A  bird  was  also 
seen  at  Bushy  Park  in  the  breeding  season.  This  is  a  reduction  of 
more  than  50%  from  the  number  of  pairs  reported  in  1987.  There 
were  counts  of  up  to  six  birds  at  several  sites  in  September  and 
widespread  reports  of  one  or  two  birds  outside  the  breeding  season. 
Inner  London:  Wapping,  a  pair  bred  successfully.  There  were 
widespread  reports  of  one  or  two  birds  outside  the  breeding  season. 

B  A  pair  was  present  along  the  River  Colne  at  Denham  in  May.  There 
were  no  other  counts  of  more  than  two. 

K  Pairs  bred  at  Brooklands  Lakes  (Dartford),  Darenth,  Foots  Cray 
Meadows  and  Ruxley.  The  highest  count  outside  the  breeding 
season  was  four  or  five  at  Forster  Park  on  Nov  20th. 

S  Breeding  was  reported  at  Beddington  SF,  Carshalton  Ponds, 
Hogsmill  River,  Hogsmill  SF,  Richmond  Park  (Pen  Ponds)  and 
along  the  River  Wandle  (four  pairs).  The  highest  count  was  six  at 
Barn  Elms  Res  on  Apr  22nd.  Inner  London:  there  were  several  re¬ 
cords  of  one  or  two  birds  outside  the  breeding  season,  with  a  juvenile 
at  Battersea  Park  on  July  14th  and  three  birds  there  on  Sept  25th. 

328  Pied  Wagtail  MotaciUa  alba 

A  widespread  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Four  pairs  were  reported 
to  have  bred  in  Inner  London,  with  several  others  observed  there 
at  this  time  of  year.  Large  counts  and  roosts  are  summarised  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  40  in  December.  Rainham  Marsh,  110  on  Feb  14th 
and  70  in  November  and  December. 

H  Mill  Green  SF,  eight  pairs  nested;  125  on  Jan  16th,  61  on  Feb  14th, 
40  on  Mar  26th,  35  on  Oct  29th,  69  on  Nov  12th  and  200  on  Dec 
17th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  30  on  Jan  2nd,  60  on  Oct  14th,  110  on  Nov 
26th  and  75  on  Dec  11th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  30  on  Feb  11th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  32  on  Oct  6th.  Hampton  Filter  Beds,  c40  on  Dec 
10th.  Rammey  Marsh,  75  on  Jan  21st,  over  100  in  November  and 
a  maximum  of  200  on  Dec  30th.  Staines  Res,  30  on  Jan  3rd.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  juveniles  seen  in  May  indicated  that  a  pair 
possibly  bred  in  the  park  or  nearby.  Wapping,  a  pair  bred.  Small 
numbers  were  recorded  in  several  areas  but  no  roosts  were 
reported. 

K  The  largest  count  was  of  30+  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Oct  28th.  There 
were  no  reports  of  roosts. 

S  Beddington  SF,  100  in  January,  September  and  November  and  200 
in  October.  Epsom  Common,  50+  on  Dec  28th.  Hersham  GP,  77 
on  Feb  18th.  Hogsmill  SF,  200+  on  Oct  24th.  Mitcham,  a  roost  of 
30+  on  Dec  10th.  Worcester  Park  SF,  160  on  Nov  16th.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  bred.  Passage  and  wintering 
birds  were  reported  in  small  numbers  from  several  sites. 

Spring  passage  of  ‘White  Wagtails’  M.  a.  alba  lasted  from  Mar  16th 
to  May  10th  with  birds  recorded  from  13  sites.  The  largest  count 
was  eight  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  Apr  23rd.  There  were  four 
records  in  autumn  which  may  have  related  to  only  two  birds.  All 
records  of  this  subspecies  are  given  below. 

E  King  George  V  Res,  one  or  two  on  seven  dates  between  Mar  24th 
and  Apr  29th  (mo).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Mar  26th  and  31st 


84  LONDON  BIRD  REPORT  No.  53  FOR  1988 


(MKD)  and  singles  on  Apr  2nd  and  23rd  (SPg).  Walthamstow  Res, 
one  on  Apr  29th  (ACy).  Wm  Girling  Res,  six  on  Apr  23rd  (PJV) 
and  one  on  Apr  26th  (ADW). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  on  Apr  21st  (BR).  Tyttenhanger  GP,  two  on  Apr 
17th  (SPe). 

M  Brimsdown,  one  on  Mar  28th  (SCr).  King  George  VI  Res,  four  on 
Mar  27th,  two  on  Apr  9th,  six  on  16th,  eight  on  23rd,  four  on  26th 
and  30th,  five  on  May  1st  and  one  on  4th,  7th  and  8th  (JAH,  AVM. 
PN).  Staines  Res,  singles  on  Apr  6th  and  23rd  (RBH)  and  two  on 
9th  (PN).  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  singles  on  Sept  8th  and 
27th  (ARD). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  up  to  four  on  ten  dates  between  Mar  23rd  and  May 
5th  (RBH).  Beddington  SF,  up  to  three  on  21  dates  between  Mar 
16th  and  May  10th  (PRA,  SJA,  GDJM)  and  singles  on  Sept  9th 
and  23rd  (GDJM).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr  29th 
(BM). 

1987  Correction 

M  There  were  three  M.  a.  alba  at  Rammey  Marsh  on  Apr  21st  (SCr), 
not  tw'o  as  stated  in  LBR  52:  90. 

329  Waxwing  B  omby  cilia  garrulus 

The  winter  of  1988-89  will  long  be  remembered  for  the  large 
numbers  of  Waxwings  in  the  country.  The  London  Area  did  not 
miss  out  entirely,  with  records  from  six  sites  in  November  and 
December,  including  one  in  Inner  London. 

E  Epping  Forest,  five  on  Nov  26th  (CWk  et  al)  and  two  on  Dec  28th 
(PWC). 

H  Bowyers  GP,  one  on  Nov  18th  (GJW). 

M  Ashford,  one  on  Dec  14th  (BM).  Bushv  Park,  two  on  Dec  20th 
(ETB). 

S  Leatherhead,  two  on  Dec  9th  (PCr).  Inner  London:  Lambeth,  one 
on  Nov  9th  (CTr). 

330  Dipper  Cinclus  cinclus 
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H  River  Ver  at  Sopwell,  south  of  St  Albans,  the  bird  present  from 
Dec  27th  1987  remained  until  Feb  25th  (mo);  it  had  first  been  seen 
at  Lemsford  Springs  NR,  just  outside  the  London  Area,  on  Nov 
28th  1987. 

331  Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes 

The  Wren  is  a  common  bird  and,  where  cover  is  available,  breeds 
in  most  squares  and  larger  gardens  even  in  the  centre  of  London. 
The  counts  and  comments  submitted  suggest  an  increase  in  numbers 
of  perhaps  25%  compared  with  1987.  Details  of  counts  and  surveys 
are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  30  singing  males  (17  in  1987).  Hainault  Forest,  an 
increase  of  c25%  was  reported.  Rainham  Marsh,  ten  pairs.  Weald 
Park,  18  singing  males. 

FI  Amwell  GP,  four  pairs  bred  (five  in  1987),  but  18  singing  males  on 
Apr  4th.  Cheshunt  GP,  55  singing  males  in  survey  area.  Chor- 
leywood  Common,  27  singing  males  on  May  2nd.  Rickmansworth 
Aquadrome,  23  singing  males  on  May  9th.  Stocker’s  Lake,  12 
singing  males  on  Mar  8th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  no  change  in  breeding  pairs  from  1987.  Brent  Res, 
46  pairs  on  census  plots  (47  in  1987).  Osterley  Park,  up  to  ten  pairs, 
up  from  eight  in  1987.  Inner  London:  reported  from  many  sites  in 
the  breeding  season.  St  James’s  Park,  eight  singing  males.  Victoria 
Park,  five  pairs  bred. 

K  Dartford  Heath,  at  least  15  males  singing  in  a  50  acre  section. 
Dartford  Marsh,  33  on  July  7th.  High  Elms,  30+  singing  males. 
Jubilee  Park,  21  singing  males  on  May  28th.  Ruxley  GP,  a  bird  with 
white  wing  patches  was  present  on  Jan  17th. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  51  pairs  on  Common  Bird  Census  plot  (50  in 
1987).  Barwell  Court  Farm,  18  pairs  on  Common  Bird  Census  plot 
(13  in  1987).  Chessington,  22  pairs.  Headley  Heath,  26  singing 
males  on  Apr  24th.  Inner  London:  present  at  most  suitable  sites. 
Battersea  Park,  20+  pairs  bred. 

333  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis 

Once  again  it  is  difficult  to  determine  if  any  changes  in  status  took 
place  because  of  the  lack  of  continuity  in  most  of  the  records.  It 
was  noted  in  many  parts  of  Inner  London  but  it  is  inconspicuous 
and  no  doubt  its  quiet  song  is  often  missed  in  the  noise  of  the  city. 
Large  counts  are  given  below. 

H  Amwell  GP,  15  on  Feb  27th  and  Mar  9th.  Chorleywood  Common, 
12  singing  males  on  Apr  2nd.  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  four 
singing  males  on  Apr  30th. 

M  Osterley  Park,  five  territories  on  census  plot  (eight  in  1987).  Inner 
London:  widespread  as  a  breeding  bird.  St  James’s  Park,  up  to  ten 
pairs  bred. 

K  Dartford  Heath,  10-15  pairs  in  a  50  acre  section.  Jubilee  Park,  30 
on  Feb  20th. 

S  Chessington,  15  pairs  bred.  Hook,  15  pairs  bred.  Inner  London: 
widespread  as  a  breeding  bird.  Battersea  Park,  c26  pairs  bred 
(compared  with  18+  in  1987);  30+  on  Oct  18th  and  Dec  21st. 

336  Robin  Erithacus  rubecula 

It  would  appear  that  the  fortunes  of  the  Robin  are  on  the  increase. 
Widespread  even  in  Inner  London,  its  familiar  song  can  be  heard 
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above  the  early  morning  hustle  in  most  squares  and  gardens.  Large 
counts  are  given  below. 

E  Weald  Park,  31  singing  males  in  breeding  season. 

H  Amwell  GP,  ten  on  Aug  26th.  Chorleywood  Common,  20  singing 
males  on  May  2nd.  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome,  six  singing  males 
on  Apr  1st.  Stocker’s  Lake,  20  on  Apr  2nd. 

M  Brent  Res,  18  pairs  on  census  plot  (14  in  1987).  Muswell  Hill,  a 
pair  was  incubating  eggs  on  the  early  date  of  Feb  18th.  Osterley 
Park,  14  territories  on  census  plot  (eight  in  1987).  Inner  London: 
widespread,  particularly  in  the  larger  parks.  St  James's  Park, 
probably  bred  (under  five  pairs). 

K  Dartford  Heath,  at  least  ten  singing  in  a  50  acre  section.  High  Elms, 
20+  all  year.  Jubilee  Park,  26  on  Feb  20th. 

S  Bookham  Common,  31  pairs  (29  in  1987).  Chessington,  19  pairs 
bred.  Hook,  19  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  22  pairs 
bred  (20+  in  1987). 

338  Nightingale  Luscinia  megarhynchos 

The  increase  noted  last  year  was  maintained  and  extended  with 
about  34  singing  males.  All  records  are  given  below. 

E  Claybury  Woods,  one  singing.  Dagnam  Park,  one  singing.  Epping 
Forest,  ten  singing.  Fishers  Green,  two  singing.  Hainault  Forest, 
six  pairs,  first  recorded  on  Apr  16th  and  last  seen  on  Aug  13th. 
Hunsdon  Meads,  one  singing  in  May.  Thorndon  Park,  one  singing, 
recorded  from  Apr  24th  to  June  25th. 

H  Box  Wood,  one  singing  May  10th.  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  singing 
on  June  9th.  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  on  May  7th  and  one  in 
June.  Turnford  Marsh,  one  singing  on  May  22nd. 

M  Queen  Mary  GP,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Aug  2nd. 

K  East  Hill,  Dartford,  one  singing  in  June.  Joyce  Green  Hospital, 
Dartford,  one  singing  from  May  3rd  to  5th.  Littlebrook  GP,  one 
on  Aug  13th. 

S  Recorded  at  only  one  site  this  year,  compared  with  six  sites  in  1987. 
Bookham  Common,  single  singing  birds  on  Apr  23rd  and  25th,  five 
on  May  6th  and  four  on  June  9th. 

342  Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros 

There  were  seven  winter  records,  of  single  birds  except  where 
noted,  from  Beddington  SF  (January),  Brimsdown  (December), 
Esher  Station  (November),  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs 
(until  at  least  Mar  18th  and  from  Oct  25th),  Leyton/Hackney 
(November),  Wapping  (two  on  Nov  13th  and  one  on  Dec  10th)  and 
Wm  Girling  Res  (November). 

Spring  passage  was  recorded  from  Apr  1st  at  15  sites.  Autumn 
passage  was  recorded  from  Sept  21st  at  13  sites;  most  records  were 
between  Oct  8th  and  25th. 

Breeding  season  records  are  summarised  below  and  the  totals  are 
much  the  same  as  the  revised  totals  for  1987  (10,  5,  19  —  see  below) 
when  the  absence  this  year  of  records  from  Battersea  Power  Station 
(where  five  pairs  or  singing  males  were  recorded  in  1987)  is  taken 
into  account. 


Pairs  proved 

Other  pairs 

Additional 

breeding 

present 

singing  males 

Observers 

Beckton 

2 

per  MKD 

Purfleet 

1 

MKD 

Rainham  Marsh 

3 

MKD 

Stratford 

-} 

DMH 

West  Thurrock 

I 

MKD 
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M  Brimsdown 

Fulham  Gas  Works  1 

Hammersmith 

Heathrow  Airport 

Ponders  End 

St  Mary's  Cemetery,  NW10 

Tottenham 

Inner  London: 

Great  Scotland  Yard 
Wandsworth  Bridge 


Wapping  1 

Whitehall  Place 

K  Belvcrderc  PS  1 

Littlebrook  PS  1 

S  Barn  Elms  Res 

Beddington  SF  1 

Inner  London: 

Banksidc  PS 
County  Hall 

Oxo  Building  1 

Surrey  Docks  1 

Vauxhall  Bridge 

Totals  uT 


1  PAB,  SCr 

IM 

I  per  RBH 

1  JAS 

I  JF 

1  NAn 

1  MCn 

1  APs 

1  DLW 

NB 

1  APs 

NRW 

1  mo 

I  NSk 

GDJM 

I  1  CS 

1  PJS 

JW 

1  DAM 

1  CS 


8  14 


1987  Correction 

In  the  table  of  breeding  season  records  the  pair  shown  for  Bankside 
(Power  Station)  should  appear  under  ‘Pairs  proved  breeding’,  not 
‘Other  pairs  present’. 

1987  Addition 

M  A  pair  was  also  present  at  St  Mary’s  Cemetery,  NW10  (NAn). 


343  Redstart  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

The  breeding  population  in  Epping  Forest  increased  this  year,  with 
six  pairs  present  (compared  with  three  in  1987).  There  were  no 
other  summer  records,  apart  from  a  migrant  at  Beddington  SF  in 
the  last  week  of  June.  The  first  bird  of  spring  was  seen  at  Ham 
Lands  on  Apr  9th.  There  were  only  eleven  spring  records,  with  no 
peak,  the  last  being  on  May  21st.  Autumn  passage  began  on  Aug 
7th  with  two  birds  at  Molesey.  There  were  only  33  bird  days  in 
autumn,  the  last  bird  being  seen  on  Oct  23rd  at  Beddington  SF.  All 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  Sept  12th.  Dagnam  Park,  a  male  on  Apr 
10th.  Epping  Forest,  six  pairs  present,  at  least  five  with  young. 
Hainault  Forest,  two  males  on  Sept  10th.  Havering,  one  on  Sept 
5th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Oct  9th.  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on 
May  1st. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  female  on  May  21st. 

M  Bedfont  Quarry,  one  on  Aug  26th.  Frith  Manor  Farm,  Woodside 
Park,  a  male  on  May  5th.  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  May  2nd 
and  singles  on  three  dates  in  autumn.  Harrow  Hill,  one  on  Sept  3rd. 
Kempton  Park  Res,  a  female  on  Aug  17th  and  one  on  Sept  4th. 
Osterley  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  13th.  Queen  Mary  GP,  a  female 
trapped  on  Aug  16th.  Staines  Res,  a  female  on  Sept  29th.  Vicarage 
Farm,  Enfield,  four  different  singles  on  Aug  28th,  Sept  3rd,  4th  and 
9th.  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  one  on  Aug  10th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  singles  on  Aug  28th  and  Sept  3rd. 

K  Chislehurst,  one  on  Sept  18th.  Hoblingwell  Wood,  one  on  Oct  14th. 
Jubilee  Park,  a  female  on  Apr  23rd. 

S  Beddington  SF,  singles  on  Apr  17th,  May  8th  and  from  June  23rd 
to  30th,  two  on  Sept  10th  and  one  on  Oct  20th  and  23rd.  Buckland 
SP,  one  on  Sept  17th.  Colley  Hill,  Reigate,  two  on  Sept  10th. 
Farthing  Downs,' a  male  on  Apr  10th.  Ham  Lands,  a  male  on  Apr 
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9th  and  one  on  Apr  17th.  Mitcham  Common,  one  on  Sept  18th. 
Molesey,  two  on  Aug  7th.  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Aug  17th. 
Wimbledon  Common,  a  male  on  Sept  4th. 

344  Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra 

The  only  breeding  season  record  was  of  one  singing  at  Rainham 
Marsh  in  May  and  June.  There  was  also  a  record  of  two,  including 
a  juvenile  bird,  at  Barnet  on  July  13th,  an  early  date  for  dispersal 
or  migration.  Spring  passage  began  on  Apr  13th  with  one  bird  at 
Rainham  Marsh.  Most  records  were  of  singles  with  a  maximum  of 
three  at  any  site.  The  main  arrival  began  on  Apr  18th  and  continued 
to  May  20th,  with  approximately  89  bird  days  involving  37  sites. 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  single  males  on  Apr  28th  and  May 
9th  (BM). 

Autumn  passage  started  on  Aug  1st  with  a  single  at  Beddington  SF. 
There  were  four  more  reports  before  Aug  18th  when  the  main 
influx  began.  Numbers  were  steady  until  Sept  4th  when  peak 
numbers  arrived.  There  were  only  two  counts  in  double  figures,  14 
at  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  on  Sept  9th  and  12  at  Rainham  Marsh 
on  Sept  18th.  A  few  birds  stayed  into  October,  the  last  being  seen 
at  South  Norwood  Country  Park  on  Oct  20th.  The  total  in  autumn 
was  approximately  303  bird  days  from  46  sites.  Autumn  records 
were  once  again  far  more  numerous  than  spring  ones  (3.5  to  1). 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept  9th  (ARD). 

345  Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 

The  number  of  breeding  pairs  increased  to  between  14  and  16,  with 
birds  seen  at  three  other  sites  in  the  breeding  season.  Outside  the 
breeding  season  records  were  received  from  28  sites  mainly  involving 
one  or  two  birds.  All  records  are  given  or  summarised  below. 

E  Barking,  two  on  Jan  1st.  Fairlop,  a  male  on  Apr  19th  and  one  on 
Oct  29th  and  30th.  Leyton/Hackney,  two  on  Nov  1st.  Rainham 
Marsh,  13  or  14  pairs  bred,  a  substantial  increase  from  the  five  pairs 
of  1987;  outside  the  breeding  season  the  peak  count  was  five  on  Jan 
16th.  West  Thurrock,  six  on  Feb  19th,  one  on  Apr  25th,  a  male  on 
June  25th,  one  in  November  and  seven  on  Dec  17th.  Waltham 
Abbey,  up  to  two  in  March.  Walthamstow  Marsh,  one  on  June  29th 
and  July  6th,  three  in  October  and  two  in  November  and 
December. 

H  Roe  Hyde,  a  male  on  Mar  31st.  Rye  Meads  SF,  a  female  on  Oct 
22nd  and  23rd.  Shenleybury,  a  male  on  Dec  11th. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  single  males  on  Mar  20th  and  on  Oct  2nd  and  7th. 
Bedfont,  a  male  on  June  16th  and  two  on  19th.  Hillingdon  House 
Farm,  Uxbridge,  a  female  on  Oct  9th.  Hounslow  Heath,  a  female 
on  Oct  26th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  a  male  on  Nov  10th  and  Dec  8th. 
Rammey  Marsh,  a  female  first  recorded  in  November  1987 
remained  until  Jan  21st;  it  or  another  was  seen  from  Feb  27th  to 
Mar  3rd  and  there  was  one  on  Oct  29th.  Staines  Res,  a  female  on 
Oct  20th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  a  male  on  Sept  7th  and  a  pair  on  Oct  15th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  or  possibly  two  pairs  in  the  breeding  season: 
outside  the  breeding  season  there  were  peaks  of  two  in  February 
and  three  in  October.  Erith  Marsh,  up  to  five  in  December. 
Hoblingwell  Wood,  an  immature  on  Oct  29th. 
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S  Beddington  SF,  a  female  on  Mar  11th  and  one  or  two  on  many 
dates  from  Sept  30th  to  the  end  of  the  year  with  three  on  Oct  1st 
and  four  on  Dec  15th.  Ham  Lands,  singles  on  Mar  16th  and  Sept 
9th.  Mitcham  Common,  one  on  Sept  25th.  Molesey  Heath,  one  on 
Jan  16th.  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  on  Dec  28th.  Wimbledon 
Common,  a  female  on  Mar  5th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one 
on  Dec  30th  (DAM). 

1987  Correction 

K/S  The  male  reported  at  Elmers  End  SF  (K)  in  October  was  the  same 
bird  as  that  reported  at  South  Norwood  SF  (S)  on  Oct  3rd  ( LBR 
52:  96).  The  two  names  apply  to  the  same  site,  now  known  as  South 
Norwood  Country  Park,  with  the  county  boundary  running  through 
the  centre. 

346  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe 

The  first  bird  of  spring  was  at  King  George  VI  Res  on  Mar  19th, 
quickly  followed  by  records  right  across  the  Area.  The  spring 
passage,  amounting  to  some  350  reported  bird  days  from  about  60 
sites,  continued  until  the  end  of  May  but  was  not  marked  by  any 
dramatic  peaks  and  the  largest  count  was  27  at  Beddington  SF  on 
Mar  30th.  There  were  June  records  from  two  sites.  These  and  all 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  June  11th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  female  (showing  the  characters  of  the  Greenland 
race  O.  o.  leucorhoa )  on  June  12th  and  13th. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar  21st  (ARD). 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  male  on  Mar  21st,  a  female  on 
Apr  13th  and  two  (male  and  female)  on  Apr  19th  and  21st  (BM). 
Surrey  Docks,  two  males  and  two  females  on  Apr  18th  (DAM). 

There  was  an  early  record  of  a  bird  at  Perry  Oaks  SF  on  July  17th, 
but  autumn  migration  got  under  way  on  July  30th  and  a  trickle  of 
records  brought  eight  bird  days  in  the  next  week.  There  were  no 
counts  of  more  than  12  at  any  site  and  the  total  passage  was  278 
bird  days  from  41  sites  ending  with  a  bird  lingering  at  Queen 
Mother  Res  until  Nov  18th.  The  total  number  of  records  was  about 
20%  down  on  1987. 

There  were  eight  records  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of  the 
Greenland  race  O.  o.  leucorhoa.  These  are  given  below. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  one  on  May  15th  (KB).  Wm  Girling  Res,  two 
males  on  May  13th  (RMC). 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  a  male  on  Apr  17th  (GJW).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a 
female  on  June  12th  and  13th  (RRD,  D C). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Aug  15th  (APBR).  Wraysbury  Res,  a  male 
and  a  female  on  Sept  9th  (CDRH). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  female  on  May  13th  (RBH).  Beddington  SF,  one 
on  Apr  20th  (PRA,  GDJM,  AMP)  and  a  female  on  May  25th 
(GDJM). 

359  Ring  Ouzel  T urdus  torquatus 

This  year  was  exceptional  for  the  number  of  Ring  Ouzels  recorded. 
The  total  was  at  least  35.  The  female  from  1987  at  King  George  V 
Res  stayed  only  until  Jan  1st.  The  first  record  of  spring  was  on  Mar 
28th  at  Beddington  SF.  The  next  was  not  until  Apr  10th  and  this 
was  followed  by  a  further  nine  birds  in  a  week.  The  week  beginning 
Apr  17th  brought  20  bird  days  involving  at  least  ten  new  birds.  The 
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next  week  saw  37  bird  days  with  eight  new  birds.  Three  birds 
lingered  into  May,  the  last  being  seen  at  Beddington  SF  on  5th. 
There  were  five  autumn  records,  one  in  September  and  four  in  the 
period  Oct  15th  to  19th.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  two  males  on  Apr  12th  and  a  male  from  Apr 
23rd  to  25th.  Dagnam  Park,  a  male  on  Apr  16th  and  19th,  two 
males  on  21st,  three  on  23rd  and  24th,  one  on  25th  and  three  again 
on  30th.  Hainault  Forest,  a  male  on  Oct  15th.  King  George  V  Res, 
the  female  first  seen  on  Nov  17th  1987  was  last  seen  on  Jan  1st. 
Sewardstone,  a  male  on  Apr  14th  and  15th.  Weald  Park,  a  male  on 
Apr  22nd.  Wm  Girling  Res,  a  female  on  Apr  19th. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  Apr  12th. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  Apr  10th.  Brent  Res,  a  male  on  Apr  28th. 
Feltham,  a  male  on  Oct  19th.  Hounslow  Heath,  a  female  on  Apr 
20th.  Kempton  Park  Res,  one  on  Apr  26th.  Staines  Moor,  a  male 
from  Apr  30th  to  May  2nd.  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  a  female  on 
Apr  20th.  Yiewsley  GP,  a  female  on  Apr  15th. 

K  Bromley  Common,  one  on  Apr  12th.  Crayford  Marsh,  a  male  on 
Apr  23rd.  Dartford  Park,  a  male  on  Sept  19th.  Orpington,  a  male 
on  Apr  27th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  a  female  on  Apr  28th.  Beddington  SF,  birds  were 
present  between  Mar  28th  and  May  5th  with  a  minimum  of  five 
individuals,  but  possibly  more:  a  male  on  Mar  28th,  a  female  on 
Apr  18th,  two  males  and  a  female  on  19th,  two  females  from  22nd 
to  30th  plus  a  male  on  22nd  and  25th  but  four  birds  on  28th,  a  male 
on  May  2nd  and,  finally,  a  female  on  5th;  in  autumn,  one  on  Oct 
19th.  Chessington  Zoo  area,  a  female  on  Apr  28th.  Croham  Hurst 
Wood,  one  on  Apr  14th  and  a  male  on  Apr  23rd.  Ham  Lands,  a 
female  on  Apr  16th.  Mitcham  Common,  a  male  on  Oct  16th.  Oxted 
Quarry,  a  male  on  Apr  24th. 

360  Blackbird  T urdus  merula 

The  Blackbird  is  the  most  successful  of  the  song  birds  in  its 
adaptation  to  London  life.  An  early  morning  walk  through  the  city 
is  cheered  by  its  melodic  song  wherever  there  is  an  area  of  green. 
The  summary  below  gives  high  counts  and  numbers  breeding  in 
census  areas. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  56  on  Oct  29th.  Dagnam  Park,  50  on  Nov  20th 
and  75  on  Dec  3rd. 

H  Amwell,  a  maximum  of  25  from  January  to  March.  Chorleywood 
Common,  six  males  on  May  2nd. 

M  Brent  Res,  45  pairs  on  census  plots  (42  in  1987).  Osterley  Park,  12 
territories  on  census  plot  (9  in  1987).  Inner  London:  bred 
commonly  in  all  the  major  parks  and  elsewhere  (eg  at  Bank  of 
England).  Green  Park,  23  on  Jan  28th.  Regent's  Park,  37  on  Jan 
28th.  St  James’s  Park,  25  on  Jan  28th,  where  20  or  more  pairs 
thought  to  breed. 

K  Darenth  Lakes,  58  on  Dec  24th.  Joydens  Wood,  45  on  Dec  17th . 
Jubilee  Park,  61  on  Feb  2nd.  Stanhill  Farm,  45  on  Jan  24th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  c50  on  Feb  23rd;  30+  pairs  bred. 

364  Fieldfare  T urdus  pilaris 

January  was  generally  unsettled  with  mild,  moist  air  from  the  west. 
A  short  cold  snap  arrived  on  22nd  and  snow  covered  much  of  the 
country.  Fieldfare  numbers  were  unexceptional  in  the  first  half  of 
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the  month,  the  largest  counts  being  c200  at  Dartford  Marsh  and 
Cheshunt  GP.  After  the  cold  snap  there  were  400  at  Fishers  Green 
on  26th  while  there  were  250+  in  the  Dartford  Marsh/Joyce  Green 
Farm  area  and  c250  at  nearby  Stanhill  Farm.  Six  other  sites  had 
counts  of  100  or  more  in  the  month.  February  remained  mild  until 
a  cold  spell  in  the  last  week.  Fishers  Green  recorded  400  at  the 
beginning  of  the  month  and  there  were  200  at  Squires  Lake,  300  at 
Croxley  Green  and  650  at  Parndon  Mead  in  the  first  week. 
Tyttenhanger  GP  held  300  on  11th  and  there  were  500+  at 
Wraysbury  GP  on  16th.  On  21st  Roydon,  Rye  Meads  and  Stanstead 
Abbots  GP  all  recorded  700.  March  numbers  were  lower,  the 
highest  counts  being  250  at  Hunsdon  Mead  on  6th,  200  at  Rye 
Meads  on  11th  and  150  at  Ruxley  GP  on  31st.  Five  other  sites 
recorded  100  or  more.  April  started  with  c200  at  Dartford  Marsh 
on  4th  and  130  at  Buckhurst  Hill  and  120  at  Corbets  Tey  on  7th. 
On  17th  Hunsdon  Mead  still  held  100  but  numbers  then  dwindled 
and  the  last  of  the  spring  was  at  Dagnam  Park  on  30th.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr  4th  was  the  only  record  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

The  first  record  in  autumn  was  a  single  at  Rye  Meads  on  Sept  25th 
but  it  was  not  until  Oct  13th  that  numbers  reached  double  figures 
at  any  site.  On  Oct  14th  250  were  reported  from  Dagnam  Park,  on 
23rd  300  were  at  Brickendon  and  on  25th  100  were  recorded  at 
Beddington  SF.  Numbers  were  generally  low  in  November  with 
little  reported  visible  movement.  Flocks  of  100  were  reported  from 
Beech  Farm  GP  on  6th  and  Essendon  on  7th.  The  largest  gathering 
recorded  in  the  month  was  250  at  Wraysbury  GP  on  14th. 
December  remained  mild  and  consequently  there  were  no  large 
scale  thrush  movements  reported  and  Fieldfares  were  not  much  in 
evidence.  There  were  clOO  at  London  Colney  and  cl60  at  Horton 
Country  Park  all  month.  On  4th  there  was  a  pre-roosting  flock  of 
124  at  Wraysbury  Res  and  on  11th  120  at  Belhus  Wood.  The  largest 
flock  of  the  month  was  590  at  Epping.  Inner  London:  Battersea 
Park,  one  on  Nov  20th  and  29th  and  Dec  5th.  Regent’s  Park,  three 
on  Oct  13th,  eight  on  17th,  20  on  Nov  14th,  30  on  18th  and  35  on 
Dec  5th. 

365  Song  Thrush  Turdus  philomelos 

A  little-recorded  but  generally  common  species.  Census  counts, 
other  gatherings  of  note  and  Inner  London  breeding  season  records 
are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  16  on  Sept  25th.  Weald  Park,  12  singing  males  in 
breeding  season. 

H  Amwell  GP,  18  on  Oct  1st.  Chorleywood  Common,  five  singing 
males  on  June  5th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  40  on  Oct  1st. 

M  Brent  Res,  17  pairs  on  census  plots  (as  in  1987).  Osterley  Park, 
three  territories  on  census  plot  (nine  in  1987).  Inner  London: 
reported  breeding  or  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Holland 
Park,  New  River  Walk,  Regent’s  Park,  St  James’s  Park,  Victoria 
Park  and  Wapping  but  also  present  during  the  breeding  season  in 
many  other  parks  and  gardens. 

\  K  Darenth  Lakes,  35  on  Dec  24th.  Dartford  Heath,  six  singing  males 
in  50  acre  section.  Dartford  Marsh,  30  on  Oct  25th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  60  during  October.  Inner  London:  bred  at 
Battersea  Park  (cl8  pairs)  and  reported  present  in  the  breeding 
season  at  Archbishop’s  Park,  Burgess  Park  and  Kennington  Park. 
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366  Redwing  T urdus  iliacus 

The  mild  start  to  the  year  meant  that  there  were  few  concentrations 
of  note  in  January,  the  largest  being  200  at  Darenth  Lakes  on  12th 
and  100  at  Amwell  GP  on  24th.  In  February  numbers  were  again 
low  in  most  areas  although  a  count  of  800  at  Croxley  Green  on  5th 
was  an  exception.  Later  in  the  month  there  were  200  at  Weald  Park, 
120  at  Dellsome  Bottom  and  120  at  Squires  Lake,  all  on  20th,  and 
400  at  Stocker’s  Farm  on  24th.  Observers  in  several  areas 
commented  on  the  scarcity  of  Redwings  at  this  time.  No  large 
movements  were  reported  in  March  although  70+  were  noted 
moving  E  over  Streatham  on  13th.  The  largest  counts  were  165  near 
Broadwater  GP  on  6th,  105  at  Dagnam  Park  on  10th,  clOO  at 
Chessington  Zoo  on  12th,  250  at  Weald  Park  on  13th,  500  at  Saffron 
Green  on  18th  and  210  at  Beddington  SF  on  19th.  Only  small 
numbers  were  reported  after  this  and  in  April  the  largest  count  was 
c50  at  Dartford  Marshes  on  4th.  Most  had  gone  by  17th  and  the  last 
bird  in  April  was  at  Wimbledon  Common  on  23rd.  A  surprising 
record  was  of  one  at  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield,  on  May  9th.  Inner 
London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr  14th.  Regent’s  Park,  small 
numbers  were  reported  between  January  and  April.  St  James's 
Park,  25  on  Mar  11th. 

The  first  autumn  birds  were  singles  at  Cheshunt  GP  on  Sept  21st 
and  Regent’s  Park  on  22nd.  Numbers  remained  low  until  13th  when 
100  flew  W  at  Langley  Park.  Other  counts  of  100  or  more  in  the 
month  were  100  at  Dagnam  Park  on  14th,  200  at  Hatfield  Park  on 
24th  and  111  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  29th.  The  mild  winter 
continued  into  November  and  Redwing  numbers  remained  low. 
The  only  counts  reaching  three  figures  were  150  at  Sleapshyde  GP 
all  month,  150  at  Hainault  Forest  on  5th  dropping  to  120  on  12th, 
100  at  Aldenham  Res  on  8th  and  200  at  Parndon  Mill  on  10th.  The 
flock  at  Sleapshyde  GP  remained  through  December  but  no  other 
count  was  above  40.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  cl2  on  Oct  12th 
and  three  on  Oct  18th.  Regent’s  Park,  in  addition  to  the  early 
arrival  noted  above  there  were  12  on  Oct  12th,  14  on  14th  and  34 
on  18th.  St  James’s  Park,  three  on  Nov  21st. 

367  Mistle  Thrush  T urdus  viscivorus 

This  species,  as  with  most  of  the  common  garden  birds,  is  under¬ 
recorded  and  hence  the  records  below  cannot  fully  reflect  its  true 
status.  Counts  of  post-breeding  gatherings,  local  census  counts  and 
Inner  London  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  31  on  July  13th;  six  pairs  bred.  Sewardstone,  16  on 
July  26th.  Weald  Park,  five  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season. 

H  Hatfield,  26  on  a  playing  field  on  July  3rd.  Rye  Meads  SF,  32  on 
July  24th.  Sleapshyde  GP,  30  on  Aug  17th. 

M  Hampton  Court  Park,  35  on  Sept  4th.  Parliament  Hill  Fields, 
Hampstead  Heath,  48  on  Aug  26th.  Osterley  Park,  about  14  pairs 
bred  in  the  area;  30  on  Oct  19th.  Inner  London:  New  River  Walk,  a 
pair  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  a  pair  probably  bred.  Smith  Square, 
SW1,  one  bird  present  in  May. 

K  Dartford  Heath,  three  singing  males  in  50  acre  section.  Dartford 
Marsh,  15  on  Oct  31st.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  16  on  Sept  5th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  30  during  October.  Croham  Hurst  Wood,  eight 
pairs  bred.  Priory  Farm,  Nutfield,  88  flew  W  in  15  minutes  on  July 
2nd;  presumably  this  was  a  local  movement.  Inner  London:  bred 
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at  Battersea  Park  (six  pairs)  and  present  in  the  breeding  season  at 
Archbishop’s  Park/Lambeth  Bridge  House,  Burgess  Park  and 
Longhedge  Street  (Battersea). 

369  Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettiacetti 

H  Cheshunt  GP,  one  from  Jan  10th  to  Feb  6th  (JF,  GJW  et  al). 
Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  one  from  Nov  5th  to  Dec  31st  (ADW  et  al). 

This  species  was  first  recorded  in  the  London  Area  in  1975  and  has 
been  recorded  annually  since;  it  bred  in  1980  and  1981  but  is  now 
only  a  scarce  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  particularly  to  the 
Lea  Valley. 

373  Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  naevia 

Three  pairs  are  known  to  have  bred.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  singing  on  May  4th.  Chingford  Plain,  one 
singing  in  April.  Dagnam  Park,  two  singing  in  April,  three  on  July 
8th,  two  on  Aug  4th  and  Sept  9th;  first  on  Apr  20th,  last  on  Sept 
20th.  Epping  Forest,  one  singing  in  July.  Fishers  Green,  two  singing 
from  May  to  July,  with  three  in  May.  Maylands  GC,  one  singing 
on  July  8th.  Rainham  Marsh,  one  singing  on  Apr  24th.  Seward- 
stone,  one  singing  in  April. 

H  Amwell  GP,  a  male  on  July  13th.  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  singing 
on  July  9th.  Box  Wood,  a  pair  on  May  10th.  Combe  Wood, 
Shenley,  a  male  on  July  1st.  Hatfield  Park,  a  pair  in  July.  Rye 
Meads  SF,  one  pair  bred;  first,  a  male  on  Apr  17th,  last,  one  on 
Aug  12th,  three  on  July  9th.  Tyttenhanger  GP,  a  male  on  Apr  17th 
and  30th. 

M  Oakmere  Park,  Potters  Bar,  a  male  on  May  14th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  one  or  two  on  seven  dates  from  Apr  17th  to  May  16th. 

S  Epsom  Common,  two  pairs  bred.  Holmethorpe  SP,  one  singing  on 
Apr  17th.  Wimbledon  Common,  one  singing  on  Apr  10th  and  May 
21st. 

378  Sedge  Warbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus 

The  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding 
season  were  109  in  Essex,  197  in  Herts,  27  in  Middx,  seven  in  Surrey 
and  13  in  Kent,  a  total  of  353  compared  with  358  in  1987.  There 
was  an  increase  from  three  to  seven  pairs  on  a  census  plot  at  Brent 
Res.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (total  in 
brackets)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (40),  Hornchurch  (14),  Rainham  Marsh  (40)  and 
West  Thurrock  (15). 

H  Amwell  GP  (38),  Cheshunt  GP  (58),  Rye  Meads  SF  (c75)  and 
between  Ware  and  Stanstead  Abbots  (13). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr  20th  (ARD). 

S  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Apr  23rd,  two  on  24th  and  singles  on  May 
6th  and  9th,  June  10th,  July  10th  and  Aug  3rd  and  16th  (BM). 

382  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 

The  numbers  of  pairs  or  singing  males  reported  in  the  breeding 
season  were  270  in  Essex,  102  in  Herts,  16  in  Middx,  12  in  Surrey 
and  77  in  Kent,  a  total  of  477  compared  with  543  territories  in  1987. 
Low  numbers  of  juveniles  were  reported  in  autumn  at  Queen  Mary 
GP.  Localities  with  ten  or  more  pairs  or  singing  males  (total  in 
brackets)  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 
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E  Berwick  Ponds  (90),  Rainham  Marsh  (140)  and  West  Thurrock  (30). 
H  Cheshunt  GP  (40),  Rye  Meads  SF  (c30)  and  Rye  House  Marsh  (10). 
M  Bedfont  Quarry  (18),  Brent  Res  (at  least  38),  Harefield  Place  GP 
(clO). 

S  Dartford  Marsh  and  Littlebrook  GP  (at  least  50)  and  Swanscombe 
Marsh  (at  least  12).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  June 
21st  and  24th  and  Sept  5th.  Lavender  Dock,  Surrey  Docks  (2-3). 
Burgess  Park,  SE5,  a  migrant  on  Apr  30th. 

1986  and  1987  Additional  Records 
S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  bred  both  years. 

389  Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata 

S  Beddington  SF,  an  immature  male  on  Oct  12th  and  13th  (PRA, 
SJA,  GDJM  et  al). 

The  eighth  record  for  the  London  Area  since  breeding  was  last 
reported  in  1939;  the  seventh  record  was  in  May  1987. 

397  Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 

Reports  of  high  numbers  on  passage  and  all  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  single  migrants  on  Apr  26th  and  Aug 
26th. 

B  Wraysbury  GP,  35  caught  and  ringed  on  four  visits  in  August. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  24  on  Aug  13th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  May  9th  and  Aug  14th 
and  22nd.  Russia  Dock,  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Aug  6th. 

398  Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis 

As  in  1987,  there  were  40  pairs  at  Hornchurch.  30  pairs  at  Rainham 
Marsh  represented  an  increase,  as  did  four  pairs  at  Wimbledon 
Common  compared  with  two  in  1987.  Inner  London  records  are 
given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug  9th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  single  males  on  Apr  22nd  and  24th, 
May  9th  and  13th,  Aug  9th,  13th  and  22nd  and  Sept  27th  and  a 
male  and  female  on  Apr  28th. 

399  Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr  29th,  four  on  May  4th 
and  three  on  May  11th. 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  one  on  May  11th.  Battersea  Park, 
two  on  Apr  28th  and  May  2nd  and  3rd,  one  on  July  5th,  then  between 
one  and  three  on  12  dates  between  July  22nd  and  Sept  4th,  but  at 
least  six  on  Aug  17th.  Russia  Dock,  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Aug  6th. 

400  Blackcap  Sylvia  atricapilla 

Few  reports  of  changes  in  status:  35  pairs  at  Hainault  (the  same 
number  as  in  1987),  20  pairs  at  Havering  (compared  with  25  in 
1987),  seven  pairs  on  census  plots  at  Brent  Res  (as  in  1987),  six 
pairs  at  Bookham  Common  (as  in  1987)  and  a  record  number  of 
territories  (14)  at  Alexandra  Park.  Summaries  of  winter  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 
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E  H  M  B  K 


S  Totals 


January  and  February: 


individuals 

localities 

individuals 

localities 


1  4  7 

1  3  6 

2  8  24 

2  7  19 


November  and  December: 


3  10 

3  6 


M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two,  first  arrivals  in  spring,  on  Apr 
15th;  at  least  five  males  held  territories  in  the  breeding  season. 
Victoria  Park,  a  male  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  on  July  3rd. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  singing  on  Mar  9th,  up  to  five 
singing  in  April,  maximum  of  six  birds  in  May,  three  in  June,  seven 
in  August  and  one  on  Oct  9th;  one  pair  bred. 

404  Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inornatus 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Oct  25th  (AGh,  JJWw). 

The  fourth  record  for  the  London  Area,  following  records  in 
October  1930,  September  1960  and  October  1978.  Persistent  east 
or  south-easterly  winds  during  the  second  half  of  October  resulted 
in  a  huge  invasion  of  these  diminutive  warblers,  involving  at  least 
390  birds.  Vigilant  observers  in  London  during  similar  conditions 
may  well  turn  up  more  birds. 

408  Wood  Warbler  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 

A  very  poor  year,  with  no  records  of  successful  breeding  and  only 
four  singing  males  in  late  May  or  in  June.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Brentwood,  one  singing  on  Apr  23rd.  Claybury  Woods,  one  singing 
on  May  8th.  Dagnam  Park,  one  singing  on  May  6th  and  one  on  July 
11th.  Hainault,  one  on  Sept  3rd.  Upminster,  one  singing  on  Apr 


21st. 


H  Hatfield  Park,  a  male  on  May  6th.  Old  Parkbury,  a  male  on  May 
7th.  Wormley  Wood,  a  male  on  May  30th. 

M  Cowley,  Uxbridge,  one  on  Aug  5th.  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on 
Apr  21st,  one  from  May  5th  to  22nd  with  at  least  one  more  on  May 
9th  and  two  more  on  May  14th;  singles  on  Aug  4th  and  21st.  Park 
Wood,  Ruislip,  two  singing  from  May  10th  to  22nd  and  on  30th, 
with  possibly  a  third  on  16th.  Stanmore  Common,  one  singing  on 
May  1st.  Trent  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr  21st.  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug  15th. 

B  Black  Park,  one  on  May  1st  was  ‘carrying  feather  to  possible  nesting 
site,  but  not  seen  subsequently’. 

K  High  Elms,  a  male  on  July  14th.  Petts  Wbod,  two  singing  on  Apr 
30th.  Ruxley  GP,  one  on  Aug  9th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  singing  on  Apr  22nd.  Fairmile  Common,  one 
singing  on  June  20th.  West  End  Common,  Esher,  three  singing  on 
May  2nd  and  one  on  4th  and  11th.  Wimbledon  Common,  a  male 
on  May  4th.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr  21st, 
29th  and  30th  and  Aug  6th. 

1987  Additional  Record 

M  Mad  Bess  Wood,  a  male  on  May  24th  and  25th. 

409  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita 

One  pair  bred  at  Rye  Meads  SF  for  the  first  time  ever.  One  of  two 
birds  at  Dagnam  Park  between  Oct  30th  and  Nov  6th  showed 
characteristics  of  the  race  abietinus  (CRJ),  as  did  one  of  two  at 
Wraysbury  GP  from  Dec  22nd  into  1989  (CDRH).  Summaries  of 
winter  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 
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£ 

H 

M 

/£ 

B 

K 

V 

Totals 

January  and  February: 

individuals 

2 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

11 

localities 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

8 

November  and  December: 

individuals 

4 

8 

9 

1 

2 

8 

3 

32 

localities 

3 

4 

5 

1 

1 

5 

2 

21 

M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  one  singing  on  May  30th.  New  River 
Walk,  two  on  Sept  12th  and  one  on  19th.  Regent’s  Park,  first  on 
Mar  20th,  one  pair  possibly  bred  at  Hanover  Lodge,  return  passage 
between  Sept  6th  and  Oct  19th.  St  James’s  Park,  one  singing  on 
Mar  31st  and  Apr  5th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  or  two  on  six  dates  between 
Mar  25th  and  May  12th,  up  to  six  on  six  dates  between  Aug  9th 
and  21st,  two  or  three  on  four  dates  from  Sept  17th  to  27th,  up  to 
16  on  six  dates  between  Oct  4th  and  18th  and  one  on  five  dates 
from  Oct  30th  to  Nov  22nd. 

1987  Additional  Record 

M  Crane  Park,  Twickenham,  two  trapped  and  ringed  on  Nov  22nd 
showed  characteristics  of  the  race  tristis  (PJB,  DBs). 

410  Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 

Records  of  20  or  more  singing  males  or  pairs  in  the  breeding  season 
and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Belhus  Wood  (20).  Dagnam  Park  (24).  Hainault  (65).  Havering 
(30).  Weald  Park  (29). 

H  Cheshunt  GP  (39).  Chorleywood  Common  (21). 

M  Ruislip  Common  (30).  Inner  London:  Green  Park,  one  singing  on 
May  6th.  New  River  Walk,  one  on  Aug  8th.  Regent’s  Park,  first 
on  Mar  31st,  20  on  Apr  15th,  autumn  passage  from  July  13th.  St 
James’s  Park,  one  on  Apr  15th  and  one  singing  on  May  9th. 
Wapping,  two  on  July  30th,  three  on  Aug  7th  and  one  on  Aug  16th. 

K  Dartford  Heath  (25  +  ). 

S  Headley  Heath  (34).  Mercers  Park  (25).  Inner  London:  Battersea  . 
Park,  reported  in  spring  between  Apr  4th  and  24th  with  20+  on 
22nd;  apart  from  one  on  July  5th,  autumn  passage  lasted  from  July 
21st  until  Sept  27th,  with  peaks  of  cl4  on  July  29th.  20+  on  Aug 
9th  and  13th,  c35  on  Aug  17th  and  12+  on  Sept  27th.  Burgess  Park, 
one  between  Apr  11th  and  18th.  Kennington  Park,  two  on  Sept  4th. 
Surrey  Docks,  two  males  on  Apr  18th,  one  singing  plus  another 
bird  on  June  18th. 

411  Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus 

Obviously  under-recorded,  especially  in  the  breeding  season. 
Numbers  seem  to  have  recovered  since  the  recent  low  ebb  in  1986. 
Reports  suggest  a  marked  and  widespread  influx  in  October  with 
continued  high  numbers  into  November  and  December.  Records  of 
confirmed  breeding  and  pairs  in  the  breeding  season,  peak  counts 
and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  pair  bred;  20  on  Nov  6th.  Epping,  80  on  Oct 
30th.  Hainault,  four  pairs;  100  on  Oct  15th.  Havering,  two  pairs: 
30  in  October.  Romford,  two  pairs.  Waltham  Abbey,  at  least  20  on 
Nov  8th.  Weald  Park,  three  pairs  bred;  53  on  Oct  30th. 

H  Colney  Heath,  a  pair  feeding  young  on  June  21st.  North  Mymms, 
two  pairs  in  June.  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  bred. 

M  Alderglade  NR,  Uxbridge,  a  family  party  on  June  12th.  Hampstead 
Heath,  two  pairs  bred;  up  to  20  in  December.  St  Paul’s  Church. 
Mill  Hill,  nest  built  but  deserted  when  female  found  dead.  Inner 
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London:  Green  Park,  two  on  Oct  21st  and  one  on  24th.  New  River 
Walk,  singles  on  Jan  11th  and  Mar  7th.  Regent’s  Park,  seen 
regularly  from  January  to  April  and  October  to  December  with  20 
on  Oct  14th.  St  James’s  Park,  one  on  Oct  12th. 

B  Black  Park,  about  75  (including  one  flock  of  40)  on  Feb  28th. 

K  Farnborough  Hospital,  an  adult  and  two  juveniles  on  June  14th. 
Orpington,  one  pair  bred.  High  Elms,  bred;  15  on  Nov  21st. 
Scadbury  Park,  15  on  Nov  12th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  1 1  on  Oct  2nd. 

S  Croham  Hurst  Wood,  15  on  Oct  3rd.  Epsom  Common,  20  between 
October  and  December.  Hook,  one  pair  bred.  Wimbledon  Com¬ 
mon,  four  pairs  bred.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Jan 
17th,  at  least  eight  on  26th,  one  on  Aug  3rd,  ten  +  on  Sept  26th  and 
Oct  4th  rising  to  c20  on  5th  and  c40  on  10th,  then  c30  on  21st,  c20 
on  23rd,  12+  on  Nov  5th  and  c20  on  17th.  Kennington  Park,  two 
on  Oct  2nd.  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Feb  13th. 

412  Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapillus 

A  further  increase  in  numbers  with  at  least  37  birds  reported. 
Records  were  concentrated  in  the  last  third  of  the  year,  with  only 
five  in  April,  usually  the  peak  month.  The  arrival  of  about  1 1  birds 
between  Oct  30th  and  Nov  5th  coincided  with  an  influx  of 
Goldcrests.  The  only  evidence  of  breeding  was  the  presence  of 
seven  singing  males.  All  records  are  given. 


E  Berwick  Ponds,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  8th  (MKD).  Coopersale, 
one  on  Dec  10th  (AJAD).  Dagnam  Park,  a  singing  male  on  July 
10th  and  11th  and  a  female  on  Nov  2nd  (CRJ  et  al).  Epping,  one 
on  Oct  30th  (AJAD).  Hainault,  a  singing  male  in  May  and  June 
and  two  on  Sept  24th  (MKD).  Thorndon  Park,  singles  on  Apr  9th 
and  24th  and  a  singing  male  on  July  9th  (RL). 

H  Amwell  GP,  an  adult  on  six  dates  between  Aug  28th  and  Sept  25th, 
with  a  juvenile  on  Aug  29th  and  a  second  adult  on  Sept  17th  (BR, 
GJW).  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Sept  3rd  (RMRG). 

M  Hampstead,  one  on  Dec  20th  ( per  RES).  Kenwood,  three  on  Oct 
30th  (MN).  Queen  Mary  GP,  a  male  trapped  on  Dec  3rd  (HRG). 
Ruislip  Manor,  one  on  Nov  2nd  (RDNHS).  Inner  London: 
Regent's  Park,  a+inging  male  on  May  12th  (ARD). 
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B  Wraysbury  GP.  at  least  four  birds  reported  as  follows:  one  on  Jan 
2nd  (AVM,  PN)  had  been  present  since  Dec  28th  1987;  a  male 
trapped  and  ringed  on  Jan  30th  (RRG,  AL);  one  on  Feb  6th  (AL); 
one  on  May  7th  (RRG);  at  least  one  on  Nov  5th,  including  one 
trapped  (RRG);  two  trapped  on  Nov  19th,  including  the  bird 
trapped  on  Nov  5th  (RRG);  and  a  male  on  Dec  16th  (AL). 

K  East  Dulwich,  one  on  Dec  30th  (PB).  Thamesmead,  one  on  Nov 
22nd  (NRW). 

S  Beddington  SF,  an  adult  male  on  Oct  30th  (GDJM).  Bookham 
Common,  a  singing  male  on  Apr  23rd  (IPW).  Putney  Heath,  one 
on  Apr  10th  (PW).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Oct  26th  and 
three  on  Nov  3rd  (AG).  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  singing 
male  on  Aug  26th  (BM). 

1983  Additional  Record 

H  Darlands  Lake,  one  on  Apr  21st  (GJR). 

413  Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata 

The  numbers  of  pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season  were  61  in 
Essex  (up  from  44  in  1987),  19  in  Herts  (unchanged),  18  in  Middx 
(down  from  22),  1 1  in  Kent  (up  from  ten)  and  15  in  Surrey  (up  from 
11),  a  total  of  124  (compared  with  106  in  1987).  Breeding  numbers 
continued  to  decline  at  Osterley  Park  (from  five  pairs  in  1987  to 
three)  and  Alexandra  Palace  (from  eight  territories  in  1987  to  five): 
there  were  15  pairs  at  Hainault  compared  with  16  in  1987;  and  an 
increase  from  three  to  five  pairs  at  Dagnam  Park.  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hammersmith  Cemetery,  one  on  July  15th.  Holland 
Park,  one  on  July  27th.  Loudoun  Road,  NWS,  a  pair  bred 
successfully.  New  River  Walk,  two  adults  and  three  juveniles  on 
June  28th.  Regent's  Park,  singles  on  May  6th  and  24th;  autumn 
passage  from  Aug  15th  to  Sept  2nd.  maximum  of  four  on  Aug  25th. 
St  Thomas's  Square,  Hackney,  one  on  six  visits  between  June  14th 
and  Aug  4th.  Victoria  Park,  a  pair  on  May  17th.  Wapping,  one  pair 
bred  successfully. 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop's  Palace,  a  juvenile  on  July  25th  and  an 
adult  on  Aug  17th  and  26th.  Battersea  Park,  reported  singly  on  11 
dates  between  May  6th  and  Sept  27th,  with  three  on  Aug  17th  and 
two  on  Sept  5th.  Burgess  Park,  SE5,  a  juvenile  on  June  4th. 

416  Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca 

A  poor  showing  with  only  11  birds  in  spring  and  six  in  autumn  and 
only  one  sighting  of  more  than  one  bird.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Aug  25th.  26th  and  28th  (CRJ). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Aug  21st  (HHOR).  Kenwood,  a  male 
on  Apr  21st  (HHOR).  Perivale  Wood,  a  female  on  May  9th  (ER). 
Stanmore  Common,  a  female  on  May  1st  (DB).  Inner  London: 
Regent's  Park,  one  on  Aug  12th  and  15th  (ARD). 

K  Foots  Cray  Woods,  a  male  on  Apr  27th  (SJG).  Jubilee  Park,  a  male 
on  Apr  27th  and  28th  (RD.  JFy).  Littlebrook,  a  male  on  Apr  15th 
(BEW).  Orpington,  a  male  on  May  2nd  (GFAM,  SMs). 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  male  on  Apr  17th  (GDJM).  Headley  Heath,  a 
male  on  Apr  24th  (MWRW,  DW).  Putney  Heath,  a  female  on  Apr 
24th  (DW).  Wimbledon  Common,  a  female  on  Apr  23rd  (RG). 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Aug  17th  and  one  on  Sept 
5th  (BM). 
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1983  Additional  Record 

H  Darlands  Lake,  one  from  Apr  17th  to  24th  (GJR). 

1985  Additional  Record 

M  Crane  Park,  Twickenham,  a  male  on  Apr  28th  (PJB,  DB). 

4 1 7  Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus 

During  the  last  four  years  Rainham  Marsh,  the  principal  site  for 
this  species  in  the  London  Area,  has  produced  late  autumn  peaks 
of  between  30  and  50  birds.  This  year’s  sole  record  from  Rainham, 
of  only  three  birds,  is  therefore  disappointing.  Elsewhere,  records 
were  also  slightly  down  on  recent  averages.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  12  on  Oct  30th  (MKD)  and  four  on  Dec  31st  (SPg). 
Dagenham  Chase,  two  to  four  from  Nov  1st  to  3rd  (KB).  Rainham 
Marsh,  three  on  Nov  5th  (MKD). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  two  (one  male,  one  female)  from  Nov  9th 
to  12th  (SCr,  GJW). 

M  Brent  Res,  three  (one  male)  from  Nov  12th  until  the  end  of  the 
year  (RB,  LAB,  RJW);  they  spent  most  of  their  time  in  the  bases  of 
dead  willowherb. 

418  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

No  records  were  submitted  for  some  of  the  areas  with  large 
breeding  populations.  However,  observers’  comments  elsewhere 
indicate  a  good  breeding  season,  though  at  Queen  Mary  GP  this 
was  followed  by  very  low  numbers  in  autumn.  The  highest  count 
was  of  45+  at  Harefield  Place  GP  on  July  29th.  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Earl’s  Court,  at  least  six  on  Feb  13th.  Green  Park, 
one  pair  bred  and  raised  four  young.  Holland  Park,  two  on  May 
20th  might  have  been  breeding.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  two  on  Feb  12th,  one  on  May  6th  and  six  on  Sept  3rd. 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Jan  28th.  St  James’s  Park,  three  on  Mar  9th 
and  Oct  28th,  one  on  Oct  12th  and  five  on  Nov  28th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  12  on  Jan  16th  and  two  on  17th,  six 
pairs  bred,  20  on  Oct  5th. 

419  Marsh  Tit  Parus palustris 

Of  the  37  pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  29  were  in  Essex, 
concentrated  at  Hainault  (14  pairs)  and  Epping  Forest  (10).  Two 
pairs  bred  at  Bookham  Common  where  there  were  four  pairs  in 
1987.  The  only  Inner  London  record  is  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Adelaide  Road,  NW3,  one  on  Jan  16th  (MHk). 

420  Willow  Tit  Parus  montanus 

Few  were  reported  outside  the  breeding  season,  six  at  Cheshunt  GP 
on  Jan  15th  being  the  highest  count.  Breeding  season  records  are 
given  below. 

E  Pairs  reported  at  Brentwood,  Dagnam  Park,  Fishers  Green  (3), 
Hainault  (3),  Noak  Hill,  Sewardstone,  Waltham  Abbey  (4)  and 
Weald  Park. 

H  Pairs  reported  at  Aldenham  Res,  Cheshunt  GP  (2),  Darlands  Lake, 
Northaw  Great  Wood,  Park  Street,  Roehyde  (family  party)  and 
Squires  Lake.  1 
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M  Pairs  reported  at  Stanmore  Common,  Stanmore  Country  Park  (2), 
Trent  Park  and  Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield  (family  party  in  July). 

K  Pairs  reported  at  Bromley  Common,  Chipstead  and  High  Elms. 

422  Coal  Tit  Parus  ater 

Too  little  information  was  submitted  to  permit  comment  on 
breeding  trends.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Green  Park,  one  on  Nov  9th.  Kensington  Gardens,  present  all  year 
and  doubtless  bred.  New  River  Walk,  three  or  four  on  Nov  7th  and 
14th.  St  James’s  Park,  present  all  year,  one  pair  possibly  bred. 

S  Battersea§‘©d‘,  four  pairs  bred;  otherwise,  peak  counts  of  ten  on 
Feb  15th  and  six  on  Dec  19th. 

423  Blue  Tit  Parus  caeruleus 

A  widespread  and  abundant  resident.  Selected  breeding  records 
and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  are  given;  it  is  more 
widespread  than  the  records  submitted  suggest. 

M  Brent  Res,  22  pairs  in  census  plots  (20  in  1987).  Frays  Meadows, 
Uxbridge,  a  partially  melanistic  bird  in  April.  Osterley  Park,  ten 
territories  on  census  plot  (9  in  1987).  Inner  London:  bred  at  St 
James’s  Park  (probably  fewer  than  ten  pairs),  Victoria  Park  (2+ 
pairs),  Wapping,  Westminster  Hospital  and  reported  in  the  breed¬ 
ing  season  at  Barbican  and  Lincoln’s  Inn. 

S  Bookham  Common,  25  pairs  bred  (23  in  1987  and  only  16  in  1983). 
Inner  London:  bred  at  Archbishop’s  Park,  Battersea  Park  (c22 
pairs;  40+  on  Mar  29th)  and  Burgess  Park  and  reported  in  the 
breeding  season  at  Kennington  Park  and  St  Thomas's  Hospital. 

424  Great  Tit  Parus  major 

A  decline  in  breeding  numbers  is  suggested  by  records  from  three 
regularly  censused  localities:  Bookham  Common,  12  pairs  (19  in 
1987);  Brent  Res,  ten  pairs  in  census  plots  (13  in  1987);  Osterley 
Park,  seven  territories  on  census  plot  (8  in  1987).  If  there  was  a 
decline,  it  was  not  commented  on  by  observers  elsewhere.  A 
summary  of  Inner  London  records  is  given;  as  with  the  previous 
species,  it  is  more  widespread  than  the  records  submitted  suggest 
(see  1987  correction  below). 

M  Inner  London:  bred  at  Holland  Park,  Victoria  Park  and  Wapping 
and  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  New  River  Walk  and  St 
James’s  Park. 

S  Inner  London:  bred  at  Battersea  Park  (cl2  pairs,  an  increase  on 
eight  pairs  in  1987)  and  present  in  the  breeding  season  at 
Archbishop’s  Park  and  Kennington  Park. 

1987  Correction 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  delete  entry  and  substitute: 
bred,  no  evidence  of  any  change  in  status.  There  are  normally  25- 
35  territories  in  the  two  parks. 

425  Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea 

This  species  remains  fairly  widespread  with  a  suggestion  that 
numbers  may  be  increasing,  at  least  at  some  localities.  At  Hainault 
the  number  of  pairs  has  increased  from  six  in  1985  to  13  in  1988. 
Three  pairs  successfully  breeding  at  Alexandra  Park  were  a  record 
for  the  site.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 
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M  Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  a  pair  calling  on  July  27th.  Hyde  Park 
and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Nov  19th.  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair 
all  year  and  three  birds  on  Sept  30th. 

427  Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris 

As  with  many  woodland  species,  very  much  under- recorded. 
Epping  Forest  remains  its  stronghold,  with  a  population  possibly  in 
excess  of  200  birds.  Elsewhere  in  Essex,  36  pairs  were  reported,  14 
of  those  at  Hainault.  The  numbers  of  pairs  reported  elsewhere  are 
clearly  not  indicative  of  the  true  population  levels.  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Green  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr  8th.  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Jan  28th  and  two  on  Sept  3rd. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Jan  9th,  two  on  Feb  2nd  and 
singles  on  Mar  18th  and  Apr  15th. 

430  Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 

S  Castle  Hill,  Chessington,  a  male  heard  for  25  minutes  on  May  21st 
(TSC).  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  one  heard  and  seen  on  May 
24th  (JQ). 

Two  typical  records. 

432  Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio 

M  Queen  Mary  Res,  a  male  was  trapped  and  photographed  on  May 
23rd  (DSD  et  al)  —  see  photograph  opposite  p.  33. 

S  Bletchingley  Church,  one  from  Sept  17th  to  24th  (CRMs). 

Spring  records  are  now  very  rare;  the  third  week  of  September  is 
typical  for  autumn  records. 

434  Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor 

H  King  George’s  Playing  Fields,  Barnet,  one  on  Jan  2nd  (AR). 

A  disappointing  year.  For  the  first  time  in  many  years  the  Lea 
Valley  drew  a  complete  blank. 

436  Jay  Garrulus  glandarius 

Another  poorly-recorded  species.  Several  double-figure  counts  in 
October  suggest  a  small  influx.  Inner  London  records  are  given 
below. 

M  Inner  London:  Green  Park,  one  on  Oct  12th  and  Nov  7th.  Holland 
Park,  present  in  the  breeding  season.  Kensington  Gardens,  present 
all  year.  Regent’s  Park,  three  pairs  bred.  St  James’s  Park,  singles 
in  September,  November  and  December.  Victoria  Park,  one  on 
Aug  6th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  four  on  Mar  1st;  two  pairs  bred. 
Burgess  Park,  one  on  Jan  17th. 

437  Magpie  Pica  pica 

High  breeding  numbers,  counts  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  60  in  December.  Dagnam  Park,  50  on  Mar  18th. 

Hainault,  50  in  December.  Rainham  Marsh,  50  in  December. 

H  Croxley  Green,  80,  on  Feb  5th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  eight  pairs  bred. 
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M  Alexandra  Park,  12  pairs  within  the  park  and  five  more  pairs 
nearby,  a  significant  increase;  50+  on  Feb  7th.  Cripps  House  Farm. 
Harefield,  63+  on  Jan  24th.  Inner  London:  Baldwins  Gardens, 
Grays  Inn,  one  on  May  9th.  Charterhouse  Square,  EC1,  a  pair  on 
Apr  11th.  Donegal  Street,  Nl,  nest  building  oh  Feb  22nd.  Green 
Park,  two  on  July  20th.  Flolland  Park,  nest  building  on  Feb  23rd, 
also  present  May  20th.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  nine 
on  July  20th.  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  two  on  Feb  17th.  Mile  End 
Road,  rebuilt  nest  on  Mar  1st.  Millwall  Football  Club  and  adjacent 
area,  one  or  two  between  Mar  28th  and  June  29th.  Pentonville 
Road,  four  on  Feb  25th.  Regent's  Park,  ten  on  Jan  28th  and  seven 
on  July  14th.  St  James's  Park,  possibly  bred,  maximum  of  five  on 
Feb  17th,  two  in  March,  three  in  April  and  June  and  one  in  July. 
Thurloe  Square,  South  Kensington,  a  pair  on  Feb  19th.  Victoria 
Embankment  Gardens,  two  on  June  29th.  Victoria  Park,  at  least 
two  pairs  bred.  Westminster  area,  one  to  three  in  March. 
Whitechapel  High  Street,  adults  close  by  nest  on  Mar  1st. 

S  Coulsdon  Common,  50  on  Jan  2nd.  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park, 
present  all  year;  ten  on  Mar  1st;  five  pairs  bred.  Burgess  Park,  one 
on  June  4th.  Gervase  Street,  a  nest  on  Mar  31st.  Jubilee  Gardens, 
one  on  May  9th  flew  off  towards  St  James's  Park.  St  John's, 
Waterloo,  three  on  Mar  17th. 

440  Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula 

Breeding  records  were  submitted  for  only  Dagnam  Park  (6  pairs), 
Hainault  (8  pairs),  North  Mymms  (7  pairs)  and  Weald  Park  (19 
pairs).  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  does  not  still  breed 
widely  away  from  the  heavily  built-up  areas.  Peak  counts  included 
a  roost  of  c300  at  Motspur  Park  from  January  to  March,  200  at 
Horton  Country  Park  on  May  12th  and  300  there  on  Dec  24th.  cl50 
at  Wraysbury  GP  on  Jan  24th  and  200  there  on  Nov  1 1th  and  150+ 
at  High  Elms  in  November  and  December.  Inner  London  records 
are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Kilburn  High  Road,  NW6,  one  on  Mar  27th. 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar  20th  and  two  on  Oct  11th. 

441  Rook  Corvus frugilegus 

Very  few  records  submitted.  The  highest  count  was  of  150  at 
Amwell  GP  on  Sept  22nd.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records, 
for  the  second  year  running.  Breeding  records  are  given  below. 

E  Occupied  nests  at  Abridge  (50),  Clay  Tye  Wood  (30)  and 
Passingford  Bridge  (30). 

H  Oaklands,  St  Albans,  20  nests.  Silver  Street,  57  nests. 

M  North  wick  Park  Hospital,  three  nests.  South  Minims,  24  nests  but 
not  all  occupied. 

K  Green  Street  Green,  Bromley,  20  nests  (12  in  1987). 

442  Carrion  Crow  Corvus  corone 

The  largest  count  was  of  about  700  at  a  pre-roost  gathering  at 
Hampstead  Fleath  on  Dec  24th.  The  only  other  counts  of  200  or  more 
were  at  Mays  Lane,  Barnet  (200  on  July  7th),  Horton  Country  Park 
(c200  on  Dec  24th),  Petts  Wood  (210  on  Jan  2 1st),  Rainham  Marsh 
(250  in  November  and  December)  and  Syon  Marsh  (200  on  Mar 
30th).  Reported  breeding  widely  in  Inner  London,  both  north  and 
south  of  the  River  Thames.  Maximum  counts  were  77  at  Regent's 
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Park  on  Jan  28th,  66  there  on  July  28th  and  c50  in  a  single  tree  at 
Kensington  Gardens  on  Mar  9th.  This  species  is  relatively  grega¬ 
rious  in  London,  often  occurring  in  large  groups  rather  than  in 
single  territories  in  the  parks. 

Records  of  C.  c.  comix  (‘Hooded  Crow’)  are  given  below. 

Rainham  tip,  singles  on  Mar  5th  (MKD  et  al)  and  Nov  19th  (SPg). 
Bushy  Park,  a  Carrion/Hooded  intermediate  on  Oct  26th  (PAG). 
Fryent  Country  Park,  one  on  Apr  3rd  (BHCG,  LRW).  Stanwell 
Moor  rubbish  tip,  one  on  May  7th  and  8th  (PN,  AVM). 

Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Nov  5th  and  8th  (BEW). 


Starling  Sturnus  vulgaris 

Roosts  of  5,000  or  more  and  a  record  of  an  albino  are  given  below. 
Tyttenhanger  GP,  10,000  on  Aug  8th. 

Chipstead,  an  albino  bird  all  year  (TRS).  Dartford  Marsh,  6,000  on 
Nov  1st. 

House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus 

Little  information  was  received.  The  largest  gathering  noted  was 
1,000  roosting  at  Romford  in  November  and  December.  The 
highest  counts  in  Inner  London,  where  the  species  breeds  generally, 
are  given  below. 

Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  186  on  July 
20th  and  216  on  Sept  3rd.  Regent’s  Park,  130  on  Jan  28th  and  167 
on  Sept  3rd.  St  James’s  Park,  101  on  Jan  28th  and  124  on  Sept  3rd. 
Battersea  Park,  c40  pairs  bred  raising  clOO  young. 

Tree  Sparrow  Passer  montanus 

Breeding  records  (number  of  pairs  in  brackets)  and  flocks  of  100 
or  more  are  given  below.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

Chingford  (3).  Dagnam  Park  (2).  Hainault  (5).  Passingford  Bridge 
(7).  South  Hornchurch  (10-15).  Weald  Park  (5). 
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H  Batlers  Green  (1).  Cangsley  Grove  (I).  Cheshunt  GP  (3).  Coopers 
Green  (1).  Dellsome  Bottom  (1).  Tyttenhanger  GP  (1). 

M  Fold  Farm,  Barnet  (1).  Osterley  Park  (1).  Perry  Oaks  SF  (3). 

S  Beddington  SF  (27),  150-200  in  October. 

451  Chaffinch  F ringilla  coelebs 

Three  flocks  of  100  or  more  were  reported  in  January  and  February, 
the  largest  being  200  at  Woodmansterne  on  Jan  3rd.  Concentrations 
of  pairs  or  singing  birds  were  reported  at  Alexandra  Park  (6), 
Abrook  Common  (6;  7  in  1987),  Chessington  (10),  Chorleywood 
Common  (7;  6  in  1987),  Croham  Hurst  Wood  (8),  Dartford  Heath 
(4;  10  in  1987),  Hook  (16),  Osterley  Park  (4;  5  in  1987), 
Rickmansworth  Aquadrome  (9)  and  Weald  Park  (14).  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  three  flocks  of  100  or  more,  200  at 
Beddington  SF  in  November  and  December  being  the  largest.  Inner 
London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  present  all 
year,  several  singing  in  May. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  six  on  Jan  26th;  one  pair  bred;  about 
ten  on  Nov  8th  and  16th  and  ten  on  Dec  21st.  St  Thomas’s 
Hospital,  48  flew  W  between  12.11  and  12.30  hrs  on  Oct  10th. 

452  Brambling  F  ringilla  montif ringilla 

Numbers  were  again  very  low,  with  records  in  the  first  winter  period 
from  only  eight  sites  and  from  14  in  the  second.  The  highest  count 
was  of  only  12,  at  South  Norwood  Country  Park  on  Dec  30th.  All 
records  are  given  or  summarised  below. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  a  female  on  Mar  27th,  a  maximum  of  eight  in 
October  and  one  on  Nov  12th.  Ongar,  three  on  Nov  5th. 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  a  male  on  Mar  30th.  Maple  Cross  SF,  six  males 
on  Apr  17th.  Croxley  Moor,  three  on  Oct  10th.  Rye  Meads  SF,  one 
on  Nov  5th,  three  on  9th  and  one  on  Dec  31st. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Mar  27th  and  two  on  Nov  17th.  Trent 
Park,  a  male  on  Apr  14th.  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  flew  S  on  Oct  8th. 
Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  a  female  on  Oct  28th. 

B  Black  Park,  a  maximum  of  four  in  late  February. 

K  Darenth,  one  on  Nov  13th  and  four  on  Dec  16th.  Dulwich,  one  flew 
E  on  Nov  5th  and  one  on  allotments  on  Nov  27th.  South  Norwood 
Country  Park,  four  on  Nov  22nd  and  12  on  Dec  30th.  Erith 
Marshes,  a  male  on  Nov  25th.  Littlebrook  GP,  a  female  on  Apr 
19th.  Ruxley  GP,  one  on  Jan  9th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  a  maximum  of  five  in  late  October  and  one  bn  Dec 
17th  and  18th.  Ham  Lands,  one  on  Oct  30th  and  three  on  Nov  1 1th. 
Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  a  female  on  Nov  8th. 

453  Serin  Serinus  serinus 

K  High  Elms,  a  singing  male  seen  in  observer's  garden  on  Feb  7th 
(PAC). 

The  eighth  London  Area  record.  The  three  previous  birds  were  also 
seen  in  gardens. 

455  Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  four  flocks  of  100  or  more: 
150  at  Dagnam  Park  on  Feb  7th,  150+  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Feb 
27th,  250  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Jan  1st  and  100  at  Weald  Park  on 
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Jan  30th.  Later  in  the  year  there  were  three  flocks  of  100  or  more: 
250+  at  Beddington  SF  in  October,  100  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Oct 
9th  and  200+  at  Trent  Park  on  Aug  12th.  A  bright  yellow  xanthistic 
individual  was  seen  at  Staines  Moor  on  May  1st  (JAH).  This  is  the 
most  widespread  finch  in  Inner  London,  with  records  of  confirmed 
breeding  at  four  sites  and  birds  present  in  the  breeding  season  at 
seven  more;  c22  pairs  bred  at  Battersea  Park  compared  with  20  in 
1987. 

456  Goldfinch  Carduelis  carduelis 

There  was  only  one  flock  of  100  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  at 
Black  Park  on  Feb  28th.  Large  flocks  were  more  widespread  later 
in  the  year,  with  flocks  of  100  or  more  reported  at  Banstead  Downs 
(100+  on  Oct  3rd),  Beddington  SF  (250+  in  October),  Cannon  Hill 
Common  (clOO  on  Oct  3rd),  Jubilee  Park  (clOO  on  Sept  22nd)  and 
Rainham  Marsh  (110  on  Oct  15th).  Eight  pairs  on  census  plots  at 
Brent  Res  represented  a  large  increase  on  one  pair  in  1987.  Now 
widely  distributed  in  Inner  London  with  reports  of  confirmed 
breeding  at  three  sites  and  of  presence  during  the  year  at  ten  others; 
the  peak  count  was  of  12  at  Rotherfield  Street,  Nl,  on  Feb  23rd; 
five  pairs  bred  at  Battersea  Park  compared  with  four  in  1987. 

1987  Additional  Record 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Palace,  four  on  Oct  19th. 

457  Siskin  Carduelis  spinus 

Reported  from  24  localities  early  in  the  year,  with  a  maximum  of 
c250  at  Black  Park  on  Feb  25th  and  50  or  more  at  two  other  sites. 
The  last  spring  record  was  of  one  at  Amwell  GP  on  Apr  29th.  Three 
birds  were  back  at  Dagnam  Park  as  early  as  Sept  10th  and  there 
were  records  from  a  further  48  localities  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
with  flocks  of  50-100  at  four.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  12  on  Jan  8th,  two  on  Feb  11th,  four 
on  Oct  10th,  two  on  Oct  21st  and  four  on  Dec  30th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Oct  21st  and  23rd.  Surrey 
Docks,  nine  on  Dec  30th. 

458  Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina 

Counts  of  100  or  more  were  received  from  six  localities.  These, 
Inner  London  records  and  comments  on  breeding  status  are  given 
below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  150  on  Jan  1st,  120  on  Feb  19th,  200  on  Mar  5th, 
700  on  Oct  1st  and  180  on  Dec  3rd.  South  Weald,  100  on  May  20th. 
Walthamstow  Res,  100  on  Aug  30th. 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  200  on  Aug  12th,  100  on  27th  and  200  on  Sept 
8th. 

M  Brent  Res,  ten  pairs  on  census  plots  (4  in  1987).  Inner  London: 
Victoria  Park,  present  in  the  breeding  season.  Wapping,  maximum 
of  c40  on  Nov  13th. 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  140  on  Dec  24th. 

S  Beddington  SF,  up  to  100  in  October.  Wimbledon  Common,  only 
one  record  of  one  bird,  ‘showing  decline  in  area  and  county’ 
(DLW).  Inner  London:  Bankside  Power  Station,  one  pair  bred. 
Battersea  Park,  a  male  on  May  4th.  Burgess  Park,  up  to  five  present 
in  the  breeding  season.  Surrey  Docks,  10-20  on  Apr  18th  and  two 
family  parties  on  July  21st. 
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459  Twite  Carduelisflavirostris 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  eight  on  Jan  1st.  15  on  Feb  19th,  four  on  Nov 
13th,  five  on  27th  and  up  to  12  in  December  (MKD  et  al). 

Rainham  Marsh’s  monopoly  of  records  for  this  species  was 
complete,  with  none  at  all  elsewhere. 

460  Redpoll  Carduelis  flammea 

Breeding  records  (with  number  of  pairs  in  brackets),  counts  of  50 
or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given  below.  Much  more 
widespread  in  the  breeding  season  than  suggested  by  the  records 
submitted  and  widespread  in  small  numbers  in  winter. 

E  Chigwell  (2).  Epping  Forest  (12).  Hainault  (4).  Havering  (2).  South 
Stifford  (2).  Weald  Park  (2). 

H  Cheshunt  GP  (2).  Rye  Meads  SF  (2).  Turnford  Marsh  (1). 

M  Alexandra  Park  (3).  Brent  Res,  probably  bred.  Denham  Lock,  50 
on  Dec  11th.  Duke’s  Meadow,  Chiswick  (1).  Hampstead  Heath  (3). 
Rammey  Marsh  (1).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  two 
birds  all  year  and  six  on  Oct  28th  (ARD). 

B  Black  Park,  c75  on  Feb  28th. 

K  Darenth  Lakes,  50  on  Feb  14th.  Dartford  Heath  (7).  Foots  Cray 
Meadows,  75  on  Nov  20th.  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  50  on  Jan  9th  and 
145  on  24th.  Thamesmead  (1). 

S  Ham  Lands  (1).  Wimbledon  Common  (2;  4  in  1987).  Inner  London: 
Battersea  Park,  singles  on  Apr  13th  and  May  23rd,  two  on  July  24th 
and  Aug  6th  and  one  on  Oct  1st  and  30th.  Surrey  Docks,  an  adult 
and  locally  bred  iuvenile  on  June  12th  and  a  family  party  on  July 
21st  (DAM). 

463  Crossbill  Loxia  curvi rostra 

A  typical  spread  of  records,  both  geographically  and  temporally. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  eight  flew  W  on  Aug  27th  (CRJ).  Hainault,  one  flew 
E  on  Sept  3rd  and  two  flew  E  on  Dec  22nd  (MKD).  Thorndon  Park, 
two  juveniles  on  May  22nd  (RL). 

H  Hatfield  Park,  two  on  July  12th  (CB).  Hilfield  Park  Res,  one  on 
Dec  1st  (CIB).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  nine  on  May  10th  (ADW). 
B  Black  Park,  ten  adults  (including  three  males)  on  May  15th  (AL) 
and  four  on  June  6th  (GAR). 

S  Oxshott  Heath,  one  flew  over  on  July  16th  (ML),  one  on  29th  and 
one  or  two  on  Aug  5th  (WRI). 

469  Bullfinch  .  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 

Very  few  records  were  submitted  for  this  widespread  species.  The 
only  records  of  more  than  two  pairs  were  at  High  Elms  (4)  and 
Weald  Park  (6)  and  the  highest  count  was  of  21  at  Rye  Meads  SF 
on  Apr  30th.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  two  pairs  bred.  St  James’s 
Park,  a  male  on  Oct  28th. 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  two  males  and  a  female  on  several 
dates  throughout  the  year;  one  pair  bred. 

470  Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes 

At  least  19  pairs  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season.  All  records 
are  given  or  summarised. 
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E  Dagnam  Park,  monthly  peaks  of  30  in  January  and  February,  14  in 
March,  12  in  April,  two  pairs  in  May  and  June,  nine  in  August,  six 
in  September,  seven  in  October,  23  in  November  and  18  in 
December.  Epping  Forest,  two  pairs.  Hainault,  six  pairs.  Thorndon 
Park,  one  pair.  Weald  Park,  one  pair. 

H  Amwell  GP,  monthly  peaks  of  two  in  January,  one  in  February, 
four  in  March,  four  in  April,  ihree  in  May,  a  family  party  of  seven 
in  August,  three  in  September,  two  in  November  and  five  in 
December.  Batchworth,  one  on  July  3rd.  Broxbourne  Woods,  one 
on  Feb  25th  and  two  on  Feb  29th.  Cheshunt  GP,  one  on  Oct  7th. 
Chorleywood  Common,  one  on  May  2nd.  Essendon,  one  on  Nov 
7th.  Garston,  Watford,  two  on  Dec  20th.  Great  Amwell,  two  on 
May  18th.  Hatfield  Park,  one  pair  bred,  up  to  three  all  year. 
Hertford  Heath,  two  on  Apr  9th  and  one  on  Nov  27th.  Whippendell 
Woods,  one  on  Apr  25th  and  a  pair  on  May  1st.  Wormley  Woods, 
a  pair  on  May  18th. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  Oct  15th. 

K  Locality  withheld,  a  pair  with  young  on  June  12th.  High  Elms,  a 
pair  on  Feb  7th,  two  on  Mar  14th  and  one  on  Nov  5th.  Luilingstone 
Park,  two  on  Apr  4th  and  five,  including  young,  on  June  26th. 
Orpington,  one  flew  W  on  Apr  27th.  Ruxley  GP,  one  on  Oct  24th. 
Wilmington,  two  on  Nov  27th. 

S  Bookham  Common,  three  on  May  4th  and  one  on  9th.  Croham 
Hurst  Wood,  one  fiew  S  on  Oct  1st. 

493  Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 

A  good  year  with  three  records  taking  the  London  Area  total  to  at 
least  30,  of  which  20  have  been  since  1980.  As  usual,  east  London 
proved  to  be  the  most  productive  area  for  finding  this  scarce 
bunting. 

E  Dagenham  Corridor,  Romford,  a  female  on  Nov  3rd  (KB). 

Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Feb  13th  (MKD). 

K  Littlebrook  GP,  one  flew  over,  calling,  on  Mar  5th  (BEW). 

1987  Correction 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  one  on  Jan  19th,  not  Dec  19th  as  stated  ( LBR 
52:  116). 

494  Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 

H  Tyttenhanger  GP,  one  on  Nov  20th  was  flying  with  Meadow  Pipits 
(SPe). 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  one  on  Mar  27th  (PN)  was  seen  at  Staines 
Res  on  Apr  1st  (mo). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res,  one  on  Nov  11th  (WRI). 

Three  records  of  single  birds  is  a  poor  showing,  presumably  a 
reflection  of  the  mild  winter  weather. 

496  Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrinella 

Records  of  50  or  more  are  given  below.  There  were  no  Inner 
London  records. 

E  Weald  Park,  50  in  March. 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  150  on  Jan  16th,  100  on  Feb  27th,  50  on  Mar  12th 
and  80  on  Dec  17th. 

B  Langley  Park,  50+  on  June  21st.  Queen  Mother  Res,  c50  on  Dec  1st. 
K  Darenth  Lakes,  60+  on  Nov  25th. 
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506  Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus 

Records  of  50  or  more,  notable  breeding  counts  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  65  pairs;  60  on  Jan  1st,  85  in  November  and  50  in 
December. 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  50  on  Dec  17th.  Cheshunt  GP,  20  pairs. 

M  Brent  Res,  16  pairs  on  census  plots  (14  in  1987). 

B  Horton  GP,  50  on  Jan  14th. 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  successfully  at  Russia 
Dock  and  one  pair  was  present  and  believed  to  have  bred  at 
Lavender  Dock. 

510  Corn  Bunting  Miliaria  calandr a 

Records  of  50  or  more  and  counts  of  ten  or  more  singing  birds  are 
given  below.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  25  singing  males.  Fairlop,  12  singing  males. 
Hainault,  12  singing  males.  Rainham  Marsh.  60  in  February,  80  in 
March  and  70  in  April.  South  Ockendon,  15  singing  males. 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  50  on  Feb  25th  and  60  on  Feb  27th  and  Mar  12th. 

Appendix  I:  Escapes 

The  following  records  relate  to  birds  known  or  presumed  to  be  of 
captive  origin. 

Black  Swan  Cygnus  atratus 

M  Brent  Res.  one  from  Aug  23rd  to  the  end  of  the  year  (LAB.  ASMS).  Wood  Green 
Res,  one  on  Apr  4th  and  Dec  1st  (APBR). 

B  Wraysbury  GP.  one  on  Oct  16th  and  Nov  24th  (ASS.  CDRH). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.  one  on  Nov  23rd  (PGWs).  Lonsdale  Road  Res,  one  from  Aug  15th 
to  18th  (ADT).  River  Thames  at  Molesey,  two  on  July  28th  (JF1). 

49  Bean  Goose  Anserfabalis 

M  Brent  Res,  one  on  Sept  1 1th  (LAB).  Broadwater  GP.  one  on  Apr  4th  (PN). 

50  Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 

H  Rye  Meads  SF,  one  on  Jan  2nd  (RMRG).  Stocker's  Lake,  one  on  Feb  6th  and  21st 
(AHJD),  Apr  24th  (RDNHS.  CE).  Aua  13th.  20th  and  21st  (HB.  AVM)  and  Sept  4th 
and  6th  (RDNHS.  CE). 

M  Broadwater  GP.  one  on  Jan  30th.  Feb  20th  and  July  21st  (CL.  AVM).  Highway  Farm. 
Harefield.  one  on  Feb  20th  (CBt). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  May  6th  and  10th  (RBH).  South  Norwood  Lake,  one  on  Nov 
13th  (JBi). 

51  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 

M  Staines  Res,  one  on  Aug  3rd  (GAR). 

52  Lesser  W  hite-fronted  Goose  Anser  erythropus 

S  River  Thames  at  Hammersmith  Bridge,  one  on  Sept  17th  and  Non  13th  (SBr.  ADT). 

Bar-headed  Goose  Anser  indicus 

H  Amwell  GP.  two  on  Aug  20th  (GJW.  BR). 

M  North  Feltham.  one  on  Non  1st  (KLP).  Staines  Res.  three  on  Aug  3rd  (GAR).  Inner 
London:  Victoria  Park,  two  on  Mar  9th  and  15th  (NB). 

S  Buckland  Old  GP.  one  in  June  (SHH.  DSh.  DPOS).  South  Norwood  Lake,  two  on 
Dec  10th  (JBi).  Walton  Res.  two  on  Dec  23rd  (SJS). 

54  Snow  Goose  Anser  caerulescens 

E  Walthamstow  Res,  up  to  three  in  January.  February  and  Mav  and  four  on  Non  7th 
(PSAA.  DMi). 

M  BroadNvater  GP.  one  (Mue  phase)  on  Aug  26th  and  29th  (MGT).  Hampton  Court  Park, 
one  on  Jan  4th  (NSnv.  MSnv).  Home  Park,  one  on  Jan  30th  (DEN).  Staines  Res.  one 
on  Sept  16th  (BAR).  Inner  London:  Victoria  Park,  one  (blue  phase)  on  Mar  9th  and 
15th  (NB). 
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K  Aragon  Avenue,  Thames  Ditton,  one  on  Jan  26th  (AK,  CKg).  Bookham  Common, 
one  on  Sept  11th  (APM).  West  Molesey  GP,  one  on  Jan  17th  (CO). 

S  Clapham  Common,  one  (blue  phase)  on  Mar  17th  (NB).  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  singles 
from  Mar  17th  to  24th  and  on  Sept  17th  (SNR). 

1986  Additional  Record 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Apr  27th  (SCr). 

Emperor  Goose  Anser  canagicus 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Aug  23rd  (MKD).  Hainault,  one  on  Aug  20th,  between  Oct  10th  and 
29th  and  on  Nov  26th  (MKD,  SPg).  Walthamstow  Res,  two  on  Apr  9th  (JF)  and  three 
on  June  12th  (DLt). 

55  Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

M  Wood  Green  Res,  one  of  one  of  the  small  races  on  Aug  16th  (APBR). 

56  Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucopsis 

E  Fishers  Green,  one  to  three  present  all  year,  maximum  of  four  on  Apr  20th  (GJW). 

Hainault,  two  on  Oct  15th  (MKD)  and  one  on  22nd  (SPg).  Walthamstow  Res,  three 
in  January  and  February,  five  in  June  and  four  in  July  (PSAA,  JF). 

H  Amwell  GP,  one  from  Aug  20th  to  Sept  18th  with  two  from  Aug  28th  to  Sept  7th 
(GJW)  and  one  on  Nov  19th,  20th  and  27th  and  Dec  17th  (GJW,  BR,  ADW).  Rye 
Meads  SF,  one  on  Jan  31st,  during  March  and  on  June  4th,  two  on  June  5th  and  one 
on  June  11th  and  Sept  17th  (RMRG).  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  two  on  Feb  25th  and 
three  on  May  25th  (ADW). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  May  27th,  June  1st  and  Oct  22nd  (APBR).  Ponders  End  Lake, 
one  on  Sept  28th  (ACy).  Inner  London:  Victoria  Park,  two  on  Mar  9th  and  15th  (NB). 
K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  Sept  4th  and  5th  (SNR). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  three  on  May  14th  and  one  on  June  6th  and  13th  (RBH).  Croham 
Hurst  Wood,  one  flew  W  on  Apr  23rd  with  two  Canada  Geese  {per  PGWS).  River 
Thames  at  Kew  Bridge,  one  on  Nov  13th  (AJB). 

57  Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicla 

S  Inner  London:  Battersea  Park,  one  on  Dec  21st  (BM). 

59  Egyptian  Goose  Alopochen  aegyptiacus 

E  Fairlop,  one  on  Feb  20th  and  Dec  20th  (ABI).  Roding,  one  summered  (ABI). 

60  Ruddy  Shelduck  Tadornaferruginea 

E  Fairlop,  one  in  February  and  March  (ABI)  and  on  Apr  2nd  (MKD).  Rainham  Marsh, 
one  on  May  30th  (SPg)  and  June  3rd  (MKD).  Walthamstow  Res,  one  on  Mar  27th  and 
31st  (DL,  GCG).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  May  7th  (AOe). 

M  Edmonton,  three  flew  over  on  Oct  11th  (DCa).  Highbury  New  Park,  a  pair  bred  on 
top  of  a  building;  the  adults  and  chicks  were  transferred  to  Clissold  Park,  where 
another  pair  also  present  (NB).  Stoke  Newington  Filter  Beds,  a  pair  with  six  ducklings 
on  July  11th  (JBP). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  one  on  Jan  17th  (PJSn),  two  on  27th  and  one  on  Oct  28th  (RBH). 
Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Westminster,  singles  flying  on  Feb  26th  and  May  10th 
(PJSn);  full-winged  birds  are  present  in  the  collection  at  St  James’s  Park  (PJO). 

Australian/Cape  Shelduck  Tadorna  tadornoides/cana 

S  Hogsmill  SF,  a  hybrid  pair  from  March  to  May  (WRI). 

62  Wood  Duck  Aixsponsa 

E  Epping  Forest,  a  male  on  June  4th  (SBs). 

H  Hatfield  Park,  a  pair  in  June  (CB). 

S  Carshalton  Pond,  a  female  on  Feb  9th  (SJA).  South  Norwood  Lake,  a  male  from  Jan 
10th  to  Feb  13th  (JBi). 

1987  Additional  Record 

H  Hadley  Common,  a  pair  on  Nov  13th  (SCr). 

63  Mandarin  Aix  galericulata 

M  Harefield  Village  Pond,  a  female  on  July  30th. 

64  Wigeon  Anaspenelope 

M  Stoke  Newington  Res,  a  very  tame  bird  on  May  21st  (RCd).  Inner  London:  New  River 
Walk,  a  tame  male  in  March  and  April  (NB);  possibly  same  bird  in  Clissold  Park  in 
July. 

Chiloe  Wigeon  Anas  sibilatrix 

S  Walton  Res,  one  on  May  14th  (JJW). 
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72  Pintail  Anas  acuta 

M  Trent  Park,  a  very  tame  pair  on  Apr  13th  (GCG). 

S  Teddington  Lock,  a  very  tame  male  from  Jan  9th  to  Mar  6th  (NMs). 

Cinnamon  Teal  Anas  cyanoptera 

M  Kempton  Park  Res,  a  female  from  Aug  21st  to  Sept  18th  (FRC  et  al). 

76  Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 

M  Inner  London:  City  Road  Basin.  Regent's  Canal,  Nl,  a  female  on  Jan  14th  (MPK  per 
KHH).  Victoria  Park,  a  female  on  Mar  9th  and  15th  and  June  1 1th  (NB). 

107  Goshawk  Accipitergentilis 

H  Amwell  GP/Easneye  Woods,  a  bird  with  jesses  from  Mar  26th  to  Apr  17th  (BR.  GJW). 

Spur-winged  Plover  Hoplopterus  spinosus 

Two  birds  escaped  from  the  collection  at  Crystal  Palace  and  were  reported  there  on 
June  5th  and  12th  and  at  Tooting  on  June  15th;  one  or  the  other  was  then  seen  at 
Danson  Park.  Bexley,  on  June  24th,  at  Swanscombe  Marshes  on  Aug  24th  and  at  West 
Thurrock  on  Sept  17th  (MKD,  BMU  et  al). 

Silver  Gull  Larus  novaehollandiae 

M  Ruislip  Lido,  one  on  May  8th  (CBt,  JE). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,  an  adult  from  May  10th  to  16th  (RBH). 

The  same  bird  was  involved  in  both  sightings;  it  had  escaped  from  London  Zoo. 

Canary  Serinus  canaria 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  June  20th,  Aug  6th  and  Oct  29th  (SCr). 

Canary  x  Goldfinch 
1987  Additional  Record 

M  Rammey  Marsh,  one  on  Aug  16th  and  20th  and  Dec  12th  (SCr). 

In  addition  to  the  above  birds,  there  are  full-winged  birds  of  several  species  of  wildfowl 
in  St  James’s  Park.  Escapes  of  the  following  species  or  groups  were  also  recorded  in 
the  London  Area  during  1988;  full  details  are  retained  on  the  Society's  record  cards. 

African  Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  roseogrisea  (of  domesticated  form  S.  r.  risoria 
known  as  Barbary  Dove) 

Budgerigar  Melopsittacus  undulatus 

Red-billed  Leiothrix  (Pekin  Robin)  Leiothrix  lutea 

sunbird  (Nectariniidae) 

Common  Waxbill  Estrilda  astrild 

Appendix  II:  Hybrids 

The  following  records  relate  to  wild  hybrids. 

Canada  Goose  x  Greylag  Goose 
K  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  one  on  June  19th  (SNR). 

Canada  Goose  x  grey  goose  sp 

M  Alexandra  Park,  three  on  Aug  16th  (APBR).  Many  similar  sightings  must  go 
unreported. 

Wigeon  x  Mallard 

M  King  George  VI  Res,  a  male  from  May  7th  to  July  31st  (PN)  was  later  seen  at  Staines 
Res.  Staines  Res,  a  male  on  Aug  16th  and  28th  (PN.  AVM). 

These  records  relate  to  a  bird  which  has  been  present  in  south  west  London  even 
summer  since  1985. 

Aythya  hybrids 

M  Broadwater  GP,  a  male  showing  the  characters  of  a  Tufted  Duck  x  Pochard  hybrid  on 
Jan  28th  (GMH),  two  similar  males  on  Jan  30th  (PN).  a  male  hybrid  on  Feb  6th  (AVM) 
and  a  male  showing  characters  of  a  Tufted  Duck  x  Pochard  hybrid  on  Dec  10th.  11th 
and  15th  (MGT).  Moorhall  GP.  a  male  showing  the  characters  of  a  Tufted  Duck  \ 
Pochard  hybrid  on  Dec  31st  (MGT).  Staines  Res,  a  male  show  ing  the  characters  of  a 
Tufted  Duck  x  Pochard  hybrid  on  Jan  26th  and  Aug  25th  (MGT)  and  a  male  showing 
the  characters  of  a  Tufted  Duck  x  Ring-necked  Duck  hybrid  on  Apr  9th  (PN). 

B  Queen  Mother  Res,  a  male  showing  the  characters  of  a  Tufted  Duck  x  Pochard  hybrid 
on  Aug  30th  and  Sept  6th  (CDRH). 

S  South  Norwood  Lake,  a  male  showing  the  characters  of  a  Tufted  Duck  x  Pochard 
hybrid  in  November  (JBi)  -  see  photograph  opposite  p.  33. 
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First  and  Last  Dates  of  Migrants 


Summer  Migrants 

Arrival 

Departure 

Hobby 

Apr  IS 

Kempton  Park  Res 

KLP 

Oct  21 

Beddington  SF 

JSW 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

Mar21 

Beddington  SF 

MJN 

Sept  18 

Perry  Oaks  SF 

CL 

Common  Tern 

Apr7 

King  George  V  Res 

PJV 

Oct  28 

King  George  V  Res 

SCr 

ArcticTcrn§§§§§§§§§§§§§  ‘©d‘9 

Walthamstow  Res 

PJVetal 

Oct  28 

West  Thurrock 

MKD 

Blaek  Tern 

Mar  27 

Bay  Pond,  Godstone 

RGM 

Oct  27 

Littlebrook  Power 

Station 

BEW 

Island  Barn  Res 

MLd 

Turtle  Dove 

Apr  22 

Beddington  SF 

GDJM 

Sept  17 

Eynesford 

KHP 

Hounslow  Heath 

CL 

Cuckoo 

Apr3 

Bromley 

DDS 

Sept  10 

Beddington  SF 

PRA,  JSW 

Nightjar 

May  10 

Locality  withheld 

GJW 

Aug  15 

Langley  Park 

CL 

Swift 

Apr  15 

King  George  V  Res 

ABI 

Sept  21 

Twickenham 

PML 

Sand  Martin 

Marly 

Rye  Meads  SF 

RMRG 

Oct  16 

Berwick  Ponds 

MKD 

Swallow 

Mar  27 

Wraysbury  GP 

RRG 

Nov  18 

Hammersmith 

CBr 

House  Martin 

Apr3 

Darenth 

AJM 

Nov  15 

Rickmansworth 

RRD 

Tree  Pipit 

Apr2 

Hainault  Forest 

MKDctal 

Sept  15 

Brent  Res 

RBd 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Mar28 

Amwcll  GP 

HPM, BR 

Oct  22 

King  George  V  Res 

ABI 

Nightingale 

Apr  16 

Hainault  Forest 

MKD 

Aug  13 

Hainault  Forest 

MKD 

Redstart 

Apr9 

Ham  Lands 

RJH 

Oct  23 

Beddington  SF 

GDJM 

Whinchat 

Apr  13 

Rainham  Marsh 

SEB 

Oct  20 

South  Norwood 

Country  Park 

JBd 

Whcatcar 

Marl9 

King  George  VI  Res 

BAR 

Nov  18 

Queen  Mother  Res 

JAS 

Ring  Ouzel 

Mar28 

Beddington  SF 

GDJM 

Oct  iy 

Fcltham 

GLW 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

Apr  17 

Four  sites 

Sept  20 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

Sedge  Warbler 

Apr  10 

Rye  Meads  SF 

RMRG 

Oct  1 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SNR 

Reed  Warbler 

Apr  19 

River  Lea  at  Brimsdown  SCr 

Oct  22 

Queen  Mary  GP 

HRG 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Apr8 

Sewardstone 

ABI 

Sept  28 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

Whitethroat 

Apr  17 

Roydon 

JF 

Oct  8 

South  Norwood 

Country  Park 

JBi 

Beddington  SF 

SJA 

Garden  Warbler 

Apr  12 

High  Elms 

RTk 

Nov  5 

Queen  Mary  GP 

HRG 

Wood  Warbler 

Apr21 

Trent  Park 

RMC 

Aug  21 

Hampstead  Heath 

HHOR 

Hampstead  Heath 

OH 

Willow  Warbler 

Mar  25 

Stocker’s  Lake 

SR 

Oct  30 

Ham  Lands 

RBH 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

May  1 

Hampton  Court  Park 

NMs,  SMi 

Oct  30 

Beddington  SF 

GDJM 

Pied  Flycatcher 

Apr  15 

Littlebrook 

BEW 

Aug  28 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

Winter  Migrants 

Departure 

Arrival 

Jack  Snipe 

Apr  28 

Amwcll  GP 

BR,  GJW 

Sept  18 

Sevenoaks  Reserve 

SNR 

Fieldfare 

Apr  30 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 

Sept  25 

Rye  Meads  SF 

RMRG 

Redwing 

May  9 

Vicarage  Farm,  Enfield 

RMC 

Sept  21 

Cheshunt  GP 

GJW 

Brambling 

Apr  19 

Littlebrook  GP 

BEW 

Oct  8 

Queen  Mary  Res 

HRG 

Siskin 

Apr  29 

Amwell  GP 

GJW 

Sept  10 

Dagnam  Park 

CRJ 
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Ringing  Report  for  1988 

J  D  Hook 

The  downward  trend  in  the  number  of  birds  reported  ringed  in  the  London 
Area  each  year  since  1985  appeared  to  be  halted  this  year.  Annual  ringing 
totals  submitted  by  ringing  groups  and  individual  ringers  totalled  22,025 
birds,  slightly  more  than  the  total  for  1987  but  considerably  below  the 
annual  totals  reported  for  the  years  before  1985.  1988  saw  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  ringing  operations  in  the  lower  Lea  Valley,  efforts  being 
concentrated  on  catching  Acrocephalus  species.  363  birds,  including  16 
Sedge  Warblers  and  106  Reed  Warblers,  were  ringed  at  two  sites  and 
proposals  have  been  put  forward  for  the  continuation  of  the  study  in  1989. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Ringing  Report,  the  effect  of  a  continuing 
decline  in  the  number  of  birds  ringed  eventually  reduces  the  number  of 
recoveries  and  this  year  both  foreign  and  British  recoveries  were  fewer  than 
in  1987-.  The  number  of  birds  ringed  each  year  depends  to  a  great  extent 
on  weather  conditions:  prolonged  cold  spells  in  winter,  such  as  in  1985  and 
1986,  can  curtail  ringing  operations  while  extreme  mild  conditions  can  also 
have  an  adverse  effect  on  the  number  of  birds  caught  during  the  winter 
months.  With  prolonged  periods  of  above-normal  temperatures  at  both 
ends  of  1988,  the  principal  wintering  thrush  and  finch  species  tended  not 
to  flock  in  large  numbers,  thereby  reducing  the  numbers  caught  at 
established  locations. 

The  number  of  pulli  (ie  nestlings  or  chicks  prior  to  fledging)  ringed 
during  the  spring  and  summer  months  showed  a  considerable  increase 
compared  with  recent  years.  Attention  was  drawn  by  ringers  to  certain 
resident  species.  The  pulli  totals  of  Dunnock,  Robin  and  Song  Thrush 
showed  the  largest  increases  while  the  high  numbers  of  juvenile  and  first- 
year  birds  of  these  species,  Kingfisher  and  WTren,  gave  a  clear  indication 
of  a  high  breeding  success  rate. 

Summer  migrant  species  also  appeared  to  breed  successfully.  The  highest 
individual  species  total  was  160  Sedge  Warbler  pulli  ringed  at  Rye  Meads, 
Herts.  Considering  that  July  was  the  wettest  recorded  for  52  years,  and  that 
the  average  temperature  was  3°  below  normal,  the  respectable  number  of 
warblers  ringed  at  this  time  was  surprising.  Above-average  numbers  of 
warblers  were  ringed  during  the  late  summer  and  autumn  passage  period. 
The  increase  in  Sedge  Warbler,  Lesser  Whitethroat,  Whitethroat,  Garden 
Warbler  and  Blackcap  totals  was  especially  noticeable.  The  upward  trend 
of  the  last  two  years  in  the  number  of  Sand  Martins  ringed  continued. 
Numbers  caught  at  colonies  after  breeding  easily  exceeded  1987  totals.  A 
roost  catch  of  307  at  Rye  Meads  on  July  24th  was  the  highest  single  catch. 

Ringers  reported  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Goldcrests  caught  between 
mid-September  and  the  ertd  of  the  year.  Starling  and  Tree  Sparrow  ringing 
totals  showed  a  further  decline,  while  Yellowhammer  was  missing  from 
some  annual  ringing  totals  for  the  first  time:  the  annual  total  of  80  for  Rye 
Meads  was  the  only  double-figure  submission  for  the  species. 

1988  was  not  an  outstanding  year  for  foreign  recoveries.  Resident  species 
stole  the  limelight,  with  Wren,  Dunnock.  Robin  and  Blue  Tit  recoveries 
from  areas  well  outside  their  normal  ranges,  while  oth£r  resident  species 
set  new  local  longevity  records.  Unusual  species  ringed  included  two  Manx 
Shearwaters.  One  of  these  was  ringed  at  Rye  Meads,  the  other  was  picked 
up  in  a  London  street,  taken  to  St  James's  Park,  and  released  at  Seaford, 
East  Sussex,  after  being  fed  on  sprats  for  two  days.  The  outstanding  bird 
ringed  this  year  was  a  male  Red-backed  Shrike  trapped  at  Queen  Mary 
Res,  Middx,  on  May  23rd  -  see  photograph  opposite  p.  33. 
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SELECTED  LATE  RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR 
PREVIOUS  YEARS  AND  NOTES  OF  INTEREST 
Long  delays  sometimes  occur  where  foreign  recoveries  are  concerned.  A 
possible  record  contender  in  this  respect  must  be  the  notification  this  year 
of  a  Starling  ringed  at  Potters  Bar,  Herts,  on  Dec  24th  1978  and  found  dead 
at  Goleniow,  Szcezecin,  Poland,  on  May  15th  1981,  1,033km  ENE.  The 
only  late  1986  recovery  was  a  Robin  ringed  at  Osterley,  Middx,  on  June 
24th  1984  which  was  found  dead  at  Peterchurch,  Hereford  and  Worcester, 
on  June  30th,  an  exceptional  distance  for  a  British  Robin  of  191km.  There 
were  several  interesting  late  1987  recoveries.  A  Teal  ringed  at  Rye  Meads 
on  Jan  31st  was  shot  at  Marais  de  Herre,  Somme,  France,  on  Aug  25th, 
201km  SE.  A  Shoveler  ringed  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Mar  1st  was  shot 
at  Arkhangelsk,  USSR,  on  May  15th,  2,959km  NE.  Two  Tufted  Duck  were 
recovered.  One,  ringed  in  Hyde  Park  on  Dec  15th  1977,  was  found  dead 
(caught  in  fishing  line)  at  Wakefield,  West  Yorkshire,  on  Nov  17th;  the 
other,  ringed  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Jan  18th  1978  and  retrapped  in  St 
James’s  Park  on  Feb  25th  1983,  was  shot  at  Jylland,  Denmark,  on  Oct  3rd, 
757km  ENE.  The  only  late  bird-of-prey  recovery  was  a  Sparrowhawk 
ringed  at  Maple  Cross,  Herts,  on  Oct  18th  1986  and  shot  at  Harefield, 
Middx,  on  Nov  21st.  A  Dunlin  ringed  at  Langenwerder,  Wismar  Rostock, 
GDR,  on  Oct  7th  1985  was  controlled  at  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent,  on 
Dec  12th,  806km  WSW.  Of  the  several  Black-headed  Gull  recoveries  the 
most  interesting  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Littlebrook  PS,  Kent,  on  Dec  27th 
1970  and  identified  (field  record)  at  Utterslevmose,  Copenhagen,  Den¬ 
mark,  on  Apr  6th  1980  and  again  by  the  same  method  at  Provestenen, 
Copenhagen,  on  July  13th  1987,  6,042  days  (I6V2  years)  after  it  had  been 
ringed. 

A  Common  Tern  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  when  a  chick  on  June  16th  1984 
was  found  dead  (not  fresh)  at  the  Densu  Delta,  west  of  Accra,  Ghana,  on 
Aug  21st  1987,  5,179km  S.  Two  Sand  Martins  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res 
on  Aug  20th  1986  were  controlled  at  Attenborough  NR,  Notts,  one  on  June 
10th,  the  other  on  June  24th.  A  Swallow  ringed  near  Cheshunt,  Herts,  on 
July  3rd  1985  was  controlled  at  Korbeek-Lo,  Brabant,  Belgium,  on  Aug 
23rd,  343km  ESE.  A  Song  Thrush  ringed  at  Bidston,  Merseyside,  on  Nov 
21st  1985  was  controlled  at  Greenford,  Middx,  on  Feb  28th.  A  Sedge 
Warbler  ringed  as  a  juvenile  at  Yeoveney  GP,  Berks,  on  Aug  21st  1981 
was  controlled  at  Christchurch,  Dorset,  on  July  23rd.  There  were  several 
late  Reed  Warbler  recoveries,  the  farthest  being  a  bird  ringed  as  a  nestling 
at  Rye  Meads  on  June  30th  1979  which  was  shot  at  Escalos  de  Cima,  Beira 
Baixa,  Portugal,  in  August,  1,440km  SSW.  Another  Reed  Warbler 
controlled  at  Rye  Meads  during  the  breeding  season  had  been  ringed  at  De 
Haan,  West  Vlaanderen,  Belgium,  on  Apr  25th,  217km  WNW.  The  only 
other  late  warbler  recovery  was  a  Willow  Warbler  ringed  at  Lea  Marston, 
Warwks,  on  July  14th  and  controlled  at  Bedfont  Quarry,  Berks,  on  Aug 
8th.  A  Siskin  ringed  at  Potters  Bar  on  Mar  3rd  was  controlled  at 
Kirriereoch,  Glentool  Forest,  Dumfries  and  Galloway,  on  May  18th  and 
again  on  July  20th.  Lastly,  a  Linnet  ringed  at  Waxham,  Hickling,  Norfolk, 
on  Sept.  5th  1986  was  controlled  at  Beddington  SF,  Surrey,  on  Jan  25th. 

RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  FOR  1988  AND  NOTES  OF 
INTEREST 

The  only  Mute  Swan  recovery  over  50km  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Queen  Mary 
Res  on  Sept  9th  1987  and  found  dead  at  Yantlet  Marsh,  Allhallows,  Kent, 
on  Apr  1st.  Of  six  Greylag  Geese  ringed  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  and  sighted 
or  recovered  within  100km  two  were  field  records  and  four  were  shot. 
There  was  only  one  foreign  Tufted  Duck  recovery,  a  bird  ringed  in  Regent’s 
Park  on  Mar  3rd  and  shot  near  Ahus,  Kristianstad,  Sweden,  on  Oct  23rd, 
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1,070km  ENE.  Figure  1  shows  the  approximate  recovery  locations  of 
Tufted  Ducks  ringed  in  the  Royal  Parks  during  the  winter  months  and 
recovered  on  passage  and  at  breeding  territories.  A  Coot  ringed  at  Rye 
Meads  on  July  19th  1987  and  controlled  at  Blunham,  Beds,  on  Sept  1st  was 


Fig.  1.  Approximate  recovery  locations  of  38  Tufted  Ducks  ringed  in  the  Royal  Parks 
during  the  winter  months  and  recovered  on  the  Continent. 

the  only  recovery  of  this  species.  Two  Dunlin  retraps  were  reported.  One. 
ringed  at  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent,  on  Dec  7th  1985  and  controlled  at 
Friskley,  Lines,  on  Sept  21st  1986,  was  retrapped  at  Swanscombe  Marsh 
on  Dec  17th.  The  other  Dunlin,  also  retrapped  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on 
Dec  17th,  had  been  ringed  there  in  January  1980.  A  series  of  Black-headed 
Gull  recoveries  was  submitted  which  demonstrate  the  annual  migratory 
movements  between  north-eastern  Europe  and  Central  London.  As  an 
example,  one  bird  ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Nov  27th  1980  was  present 
around  Copenhagen  between  Apr  10th  and  July  2nd  1984,  sighted  in 
Regent’s  Park  on  Dec  15th  1984,  controlled  at  Malmo,  Malmohus,  Sweden, 
on  Mar  29th  1985,  and  present  in  Regent’s  Park  during  the  winter  months 
in  1985/86  and  1986/87  before  being  found  dead  at  Kallby,  Lund, 
Malmohus,  Sweden,  on  June  1st.  A  brief  resume  of  the  foreign  recoveries 
of  Black-headed  Gulls  ringed  at  Dartford,  Kent,  during  the  winter  months 
showed  a  similar  pattern  of  migratory  movements  to  those  of  Central 
London  birds.  71  foreign  recoveries  were  shown,  broken  down  to  countries 
as  follows:  Baltic  States,  7;  Czechoslovakia,  1;  Denmark,  18;  Finland,  10; 
GDR,  1;  FRG,  5;  The  Netherlands,  10;  Norway,  1;  Poland,  4;  Sweden,  11; 
and  USSR,  3.  The  only  unusual  Black-headed  Gull  movement  was  one 
ringed  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Jan  16th  1986  which  was  a  field  sighting  at 
Southport,  Merseyside,  on  Jan  15th.  The  only  other  gull  recovery  was  a 
Herring  Gull  ringed  at  Pitsea  Marsh,  Essex,  on  Feb  1st  1987  which  was 
found  dead  at  King  George  V  Res,  Essex,  on  Nov  18th. 

The  only  non-local  Swift  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Yeoveney  GP  on 
June  8th  1985  which  was  killed  ‘hitting  glass’  at  Melbourn,  Cambs,  on  June 
5th.  A  Sand  Martin  ringed  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  July  17th  was 
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controlled  at  St  Seurin  D’Uzet,  Charente-Maritime,  France,  on  Sept  6th, 
647km  SW.  12  other  Sand  Martins  ringed  in  the  London  Area  were 
controlled  elsewhere  in  Britain  and  nine  ringed  elsewhere  were  controlled 
in  London,  the  farthest  having  been  ringed  near  Abergavenny,  Gwent,  on 
June  16th  1987.  The  only  House  Martin  recovery  over  100km  was  a  bird 
ringed  at  Stonehill  Farm,  Wilmington,  Kent,  on  Sept  20th  1987  which  was 
found  dead  at  Whitley  Bay,  Tyne  and  Wear,  on  June  4th. 

An  outstanding  recovery  was  a  Wren  ringed  at  Dartford  SF  on  Apr  3rd 
which  was  controlled  at  Benington  Marsh,  Boston,  Lines,  on  Oct  16th, 
169km  away.  Also  noteworthy  was  a  Dunnock  ringed  at  Layer  Breton, 
Colchester,  Essex,  on  June  26th  and  controlled  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on 
Dec  2nd,  74km  SW.  A  Black  Redstart  ringed  at  Littlebrook  PS,  Kent,  on 
Aug  31st  1986  was  recovered  at  Stebbing,  Essex,  on  Apr  1st.  A  local 
longevity  record  was  a  Song  Thrush  ringed  at  Littlebrook  NR  in  January 
1979  and  retrapped  there  in  March.  There  were  no  foreign  Sedge  Warbler 
recoveries,  but  two  French-ringed  Sedge  Warblers  were  controlled  at 
Sevenoaks  Reserve.  The  farthest  British-ringed  Sedge  Warbler,  controlled 
at  Walthamstow  Marshes,  Essex,  on  June  4th,  had  been  ringed  at  Chew 
Valley  Lake,  Avon,  on  July  14th  1987.  A  Reed  Warbler  ringed  at  Lede, 
Oost-Vlaanderen,  Belgium,  on  June  24th  1987  and  controlled  at  Rye 
Meads  on  May  29th  was  the  only  foreign-ringed  bird  of  this  species 
recovered.  There  were  several  foreign  recoveries  of  British-ringed  Reed 
Warblers,  including  one  ringed  at  the  Middlesex  Filter  Beds,  lower  Lea 
Valley,  on  Aug  7th  which  was  ‘taken  captive’  at  Zaio,  Nador,  Morocco, 
on  Nov  8th,  1,857km  S.  Considering  the  gloomy  prospects  that  can  await 
birds  trapped  on  migration  it  was  pleasant  to  note  that  another  Reed 
Warbler,  ringed  at  Yeoveney  GP  as  a  juvenile  on  Aug  27th  1979,  was 
caught  at  Sevenoaks  Reserve  on  May  8th,  having  previously  been 
controlled  there  on  July  27th  1985,  July  10th  1986  and  June  21st  1987.  This 
individual  had  survived  18  migratory  flights  to  be  back  at  its  breeding 
territory  3,164  days  (8'/2  years)  after  being  ringed.  The  only  foreign  Lesser 
Whitethroat  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Yeoveney  GP  on  Aug  20th  which 
was  controlled  at  Heist,  West-Vlaanderen,  Belgium,  nine  days  later,  262km 
SE.  Several  ringers  reported  retrapping  Lesser  Whitethroats  ringed  in 
previous  years.  With  annual  Whitethroat  ringing  totals  continuing  to  show 
an  increase  -  Rye  Meads  RG  reported  their  highest  total  since  the 
phenomenal  drop  in  numbers  in  1969  -  it  was  disappointing  that  the  only 
recovery  for  the  species  was  a  bird  ringed  at  Mitcham  Common,  Surrey, 
on  July  11th  1987  which  was  controlled  at  Bedfont  Quarry,  Middx,  on  May 
6th.  Another  species  with  only  one  recovery  was  Garden  Warbler:  a  bird 
ringed  at  West  Thurrock,  Essex,  on  May  5th  1985  was  controlled  at  Rutland 
NR,  Leics,  on  May  17th.  Mention  has  been  made  in  previous  Ringing 
Reports  of  the  number  of  Blackcaps  taken  captive  in  Morocco.  One  ringed 
at  Queen  Mary  Res  on  Aug  20th  1983  and  ‘taken’  at  A1  Hociema,  Morocco, 
on  Jan  19th,  1,816km  S,  was  therefore  more  outstanding  for  the  longevity 
of  the  bird.  Two  Blackcaps  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res,  one  on  Aug  6th 
and  the  other  on  Sept  10th,  were  both  controlled  at  Beachy  Head,  East 
Sussex,  on  Sept  17th.  No  foreign  Chiffchaff  recoveries  were  reported  and 
only  four  British  recoveries  exceeded  100km.  A  Willow  Warbler  ringed 
near  Cheshunt,  Herts,  on  June  3rd  1985  was  found  dead  at  St  Pierre  sur 
Dives,  Calvados,  France,  on  Apr  4th,  300km  S.  There  were  many  reports 
of  Willow  Warblers  ringed  in  previous  years  returning.  One  ringed  at 
Queen  Mary  Res  on  Aug  5th  1984  was  controlled  at  Dungeness,  Kent,  on 
May  5th.  The  only  Goldcrest  recovery  was  a  bird  ringed  near  Newbury, 
Berks,  on  Mar  20th  and  controlled  at  Yeoveney  GP  on  Oct  1st. 

Not  a  longevity  record  for  Long-tailed  Tit  but  worthy  of  note  was  one 
ringed  by  Runnymede  RG  on  Nov  5th  1983  and  found  dead  on  Feb  14th. 
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One  of  the  year’s  most  outstanding  recoveries,  for  longevity  as  well  as 
distance  travelled  (298km),  was  a  Blue  Tit  ringed  at  Arthington  Hall, 
Harewood,  West  Yorkshire,  on  Jan  23rd  1983  and  controlled  at  Dartford 
SF,  Kent,  on  Mar  6th.  Another  long-lived  bird  was  a  Great  Tit  ringed  at 
Littlebrook  NR,  Kent,  in  January  1981  and  retrapped  there  on  Mar  15th. 
A  Chaffinch  ringed  at  Potters  Bar  on  Dec  19th  1981  and  found  dead  near 
Umea,  Vaserbotten,  Sweden,  on  May  5th,  1,803km  ENE,  was  the  only 
foreign  recovery  of  this  species.  There  were  very  few  Greenfinch  recoveries 
depicting  movements  through  the  London  Area  to  and  from  wintering 
quarters  in  south-western  counties.  One  ringed  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr  2nd 
was  controlled  near  Highweek,  Newton  Abbot,  Devon,  on  Oct  28th. 
Another,  ringed  at  Higher  Metcombe,  Ottery,  Devon,  on  Mar  9th,  was 
controlled  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr  10th.  A  long  living  Greenfinch  was  a  bird 
ringed  as  an  adult  at  Enfield,  Middx,  on  Nov  13th  1979  and  controlled  at 
Epping,  Essex,  on  May  14th,  over  nine  years  later.  The  annual  north¬ 
westerly  movements  of  Siskins  to  their  breeding  territories  was  again 
evident.  One  ringed  at  Mill  End,  Herts,  on  Jan  26th  1987  was  controlled 
near  Croxley  Green,  Herts,  on  Mar  10th  1987  before  being  found  dead  (hit 
glass)  at  Fort  William,  Highland,  on  Feb  18th,  an  early  date.  Five  other 
Siskins  ringed  during  the  winter  months  were  controlled  in  the  Highland 
Region  between  March  and  mid-May.  Lastly,  a  Reed  Bunting  ringed  at 
Tilbury  Marsh,  Essex,  on  Dec  30th  1982  was  controlled  at  Queen  Mary 
Res  on  Apr  30th. 
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Wintering  Birds  in  the 
London  Area 
Part  Four:  Wintering  Waders 

M  K  Dennis 

INTRODUCTION 
This  paper,  the  fourth  in  a  series  dealing  with  the  wintering  status  of  certain 
species  in  the  London  Area,  focuses  on  wading  birds.  The  first  three  papers 
in  the  series  dealt  with  owls  (Dennis  1986),  diurnal  raptors,  Jay  and  Magpie 
(Dennis  1987)  and  woodland  birds  (Dennis  1988).  The  main  fieldwork  was 
undertaken  in  conjunction  with  the  national  BTO  Winter  Atlas  project 
which  ran  from  1981/82  to  1983/84  (Lack  1986).  Record  sheets  for  the 
LNHS  Winter  Sites  Survey  were  received  for  155  sites  of  which  nearly  half 
contained  some  habitat  suitable  for  wintering  waders. 

WINTER  WADERS 

Although  the  London  Area  does  not  boast  a  coastline,  it  does  attract  a  large 
number  of  waders  to  a  variety  of  wetland  habitats,  particularly  during  spring 
and  autumn  passage.  The  Area  is  fortunate  in  possessing  several  notable  water 
features  which  attract  large  numbers  of  birds,  the  best  examples  being  the 
River  Thames  and  the  large  reservoirs  in  west  London  and  the  Lea  Valley. 

The  River  Thames  is  of  particular  importance  as  it  is  tidal  for  nearly  half 
of  its  length  in  the  London  Area,  providing  feeding  and  roosting  sites  for 
many  wading  birds.  Much  of  the  River  Thames  was  formerly  bordered  by 
areas  of  low-lying  wet  pasture  and  saltings  which  provided  high  tide  roosts 
for  waders.  Unfortunately,  many  of  these  areas  have  been  built  on  and 
development  of  the  remainder  is  proceeding  at  an  alarming  rate.  Some 
man-made  developments,  such  as  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  West  Thurrock 
(Dennis  1982),  have  provided  limited  compensation.  These  have  included 
the  silt  lagoons  at  Rainham  and  the  ash  lagoons  at  West  Thurrock,  the 
latter  assuming  even  greater  importance  in  recent  years  with  the  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  the  habitat  at  Rainham  and  elsewhere. 

At  first  sight  the  concrete-lined  reservoirs  appear  to  be  suitable  for 
waders  only  at  passage  periods.  However,  when  water  levels  are  low  at  any 
time  of  year,  particularly  when  the  reservoirs  are  drained,  areas  of  mud  are 
exposed  which  soon  attract  waders  and  these  often  stay  if  the  conditions 
persist.  Hard  weather  can  make  both  the  reservoirs  and  the  River  Thames 
a  vital  haven  especially  when  other  freshwater  sites  have  become  frozen. 
Sewage  works,  water  meadows,  ponds,  river  valleys  and  gravel  pits  provide 
other  other  important  wintering  sites  in  the  London  Area  for  Lapwing, 
Snipe,  Jack  Snipe  and  Green  Sandpiper. 

SPECIES  ACCOUNTS 

The  following  accounts  exclude  those  wader  species,  such  as  Knot  and 
Little  Stint,  which  occur  in  the  Area  on  passage  but  not  to  any  significant 
extent  in  winter.  With  other  species  having  protracted  passage  periods  the 
separation  of  passage  and  wintering  birds  was  not  always  clear-cut.  For 
most  species,  birds  were  considered  to  be  wintering  only  when  they  were 
recorded  on  several  dates  from  late  November  onwards.  Some  well-known 
wader  sites  were  not  very  well  covered  by  the  Winter  Sites  Survey;  in 
particular,  few  observers  ventured  onto  farmland,  so  some  flocks  of  Golden 
Plover  and  Lapwing  may  have  been  missed. 
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Ringed  Plover 

Almost  all  of  the  birds  wintering  in  the  London  Area  were  found  along  the 
Lower  Thames,  from  Barking  to  Grays.  On  the  Essex  side  of  the  River, 
both  Rainham  Marsh  and  West  Thurroek  regularly  held  over  80  birds  in 
mid-winter,  with  up  to  50  at  Barking  and  up  to  70  at  Grays.  On  the  Kent 
side,  numbers  were  generally  below  50  at  three  sites.  Most  of  the  birds  fed 
on  the  Thames  foreshore  at  low  tide  and  flew  onto  marshland  (or  the  ash 
pools  at  West  Thurrock)  at  high  water.  Numbers  were  sometimes  higher 
in  hard  weather.  The  only  flocks  of  100  or  more  were  at  West  Thurrock 
(500  on  Jan  29th  1984  and  200  in  December  1983)  and  Rainham  Marsh  (120 
on  Nov  14th  1981,  200  on  Dec  26th  1981,  100  on  Feb  27th  1982  and  400 
on  Dec  8th  1984).  The  qualifying  level  for  national  importance  for 
wintering  Ringed  Plover  is  a  regular  population  of  230  birds;  for 
international  importance  it  is  500  (Salmon  et  al  1989).  Since  1984  numbers 
wintering  along  the  Lower  Thames  have  been  slightly  reduced;  this  may  be 
due  in  part  to  the  run  of  successive  mild  winters. 

Away  from  the  Lower  Thames,  winter  records  were  few.  Occasional 
birds  in  the  Lea  Valley,  at  the  west  London  reservoirs  and  elsewhere  were 
mainly  in  February  and  were  probably  early  returning  migrants. 

Golden  Plover 

This  species  was  probably  under-recorded  during  the  Winter  Atlas  Survey 
since  by  far  the  largest  numbers  occur  on  farmland,  which  was  the  least 
well  covered  habitat.  Golden  Plovers  and  Lapwings  share  similar  habitats, 
preferring  grassland  or  ploughed  land  with  grass  edges.  Golden  Plovers  are 
well  known  for  having  traditional  wintering  grounds,  used  for  at  least 
several  decades,  so  the  main  wintering  areas  were  reasonably  well  known. 
However,  some  of  the  feeding  and  roosting  grounds  cover  quite  large  areas 
which  are  rather  difficult  to  survey,  so  some  flocks  may  have  been  missed. 

The  Golden  Plover’s  main  strongholds  in  the  London  Area  are  in  Essex, 
Herts  and  Middx,  with  smaller  numbers  south  of  the  River  Thames.  In 
Essex  the  main  sites  are  Fairlop,  the  Roding  Valley,  North  Ockendon  and 
Orsett  Fen.  At  Fairlop,  long  known  as  a  wintering  site  for  up  to  200  birds, 
numbers  have  slowly  risen  during  the  1980s  until  there  are  now  at  least  700 
wintering  there.  In  early  December  1987  an  unprecedentedly  large  flock  of 
1,500  was  present.  During  the  Winter  Sites  Survey  numbers  fluctuated 
between  180  and  350,  with  smaller  numbers  in  the  same  area  but  as  far 
away  as  Havering  (four  km  NE)  and  Hainault  (three  km  NE).  Smaller 
flocks  occurred  at  Abridge  in  the  Roding  Valley  (150),  at  Epping  (150),  in 
the  Lea  Valley  (100)  and  at  North  Ockendon  (150).  Scattered  groups  were 
also  recorded  with  Lapwings,  particularly  in  hard  weather  when  birds  were 
even  seen  on  Rainham  Marsh. 

In  Herts  the  main  wintering  grounds  were  around  Syniondshyde  (up  to 
350),  Stanstead  Abbots  (up  to  100)  and  Stanborough  (up  to  18(1).  Smaller 
numbers  occurred  at  several  other  scattered  localities,  mainly  in  the  north 
of  the  Area.  These  birds  probably  formed  part  of  the  larger  concentrations 
further  north  in  Herts  and  Cambs.  Up  to  50  regularly  wintered  in  the 
Staines  Moor  area  of  Middx,  with  occasional  small  flocks  at  the  nearby 
Staines  Res.  Numbers  wintering  in  Kent  and  Surrey  were  much  lower, 
reflecting  the  lack  of  suitable  habitat.  Small  numbers  occasionally  occurred 
on  Dartford  Marsh  in  hard  weather  and  there  were  a  few  hard  weather 
movements  of  over  30  birds  flying  over  elsewhere. 

Grey  Plover 

Primarily  a  coastal  bird,  the  Grey  Plover  occurs  in  the  London  Area  mainly 
as  a  passage  migrant  in  May  and  again  from  September  to  November,  but 
now  -  with  cleaner  conditions  prevailing  in  the  River  Thames  -  also  winters 
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in  small  numbers  downstream  of  Barking.  During  the  Winter  Sites  Survey, 
wintering  Grey  Plovers  were  located  at  Rainham  Marsh  (up  to  three), 
Dartford  Marsh  (up  to  three).  West  Thurrock  (up  to  five)  and  Swanscombe 
(up  to  seven).  Most  of  these  birds  fed  with  Redshanks  and  Dunlins  on  the 
foreshore  at  low  tide  and  moved  onto  the  nearby  lagoons,  marsh  and  ash 
pools  at  high  tide.  Birds  seen  occasionally  elsewhere  along  the  Thames,  at 
Barking  and  Grays  for  example,  were  probably  from  one  of  the  four  sites 
already  mentioned.  The  only  other  regular  site  for  wintering  Grey  Plovers 
was  Staines  Res,  where  up  to  two  birds  were  located.  Inland  wintering,  as 
distinct  from  the  inland  occurrence  of  birds  on  passage,  is  exceptional  in 
Britain.  Since  the  end  of  the  Survey  up  to  ten  birds  have  occurred  in  winter 
at  West  Thurrock. 

Lapwing 

The  most  widespread  of  all  the  wintering  waders  in  the  London  Area,  the 
Lapwing  was  found  at  about  30%  of  sites  covered  by  the  Winter  Sites 
Survey.  Even  so,  it  was  doubtless  under-recorded  since  open  farmland,  the 
Lapwing’s  main  habitat  in  winter,  was  not  extensively  covered  during  the 
Survey.  Many  sites  are  probably  traditional,  with  similar  numbers  of  birds 
returning  each  year.  The  majority  are  on  fields  of  short  grass  or  those 
recently  ploughed  and  sown  with  a  cereal  crop.  Most  birds  arrive  back  on 
their  wintering  grounds  in  late  October  and  early  November,  but  passage 
movements  on  a  smaller  scale  occur  between  mid-June  and  early 
December.  Hard  weather  movements  force  some  birds  to  move  into 
wetland  areas,  particularly  onto  the  unfrozen  parts  of  the  River  Thames. 

As  with  the  Golden  Plover,  the  largest  flocks  were  in  Essex,  Herts  and 
Middx,  with  several  farmland  sites  in  each  county  regularly  holding  up  to 
1,000  birds.  Most  of  these  sites  also  held  large  numbers  of  Golden  Plovers. 
In  hard  weather,  as  in  the  1981/82  winter,  when  arable  ground  was  frozen 
or  snow-covered,  the  majority  of  wintering  Lapwings  moved  out  of  the 
Area.  If  the  hard  weather  was  short-lived  the  birds  were  quick  to  return 
after  the  thaw,  but  in  areas  where  snow  cover  made  feeding  difficult  for 
any  length  of  time  the  birds  did  not  return  until  the  spring  passage.  There 
were  records  from  several  areas  of  large  flocks  passing  over  (mainly  W  or 
SW)  at  the  onset  of  hard  weather.  Large  flocks  concentrated  along  the 
River  Thames,  particularly  at  Rainham  Marsh  where  up  to  3,000  were 
present  on  the  unfrozen  saltings  and  foreshore  during  the  first  phase  of 
hard  weather.  The  area  could  support  only  a  few  hundred  birds  if  the  severe 
weather  was  protracted,  so  the  majority  tended  to  move  out  later. 

Dunlin 

As  the  River  Thames  has  become  progressively  cleaner,  so  the  numbers  of 
wintering  Dunlin  have  increased,  with  birds  occurring  as  far  up  the  River 
as  Barking  and  Thamesmead.  During  the  Winter  Sites  Survey  large 
numbers  of  Dunlins  were  found  along  the  whole  stretch  of  the  Thames 
between  Barking  and  West  Thurrock.  By  far  the  largest  counts  were  made 
at  Rainham  (up  to  2,000)  and  West  Thurrock  (up  to  3,000).  The  birds 
tended  to  feed  at  low  tide  on  the  extensive  mud  foreshore,  moving  onto 
the  lagoons  and  ranges  (at  Rainham  Marsh)  or  ash  lagoons  (at  West 
Thurrock)  as  the  tide  came  in.  Passage  numbers  in  August  were  generally 
below  100,  with  an  increase  during  late  September  and  early  October  until 
a  peak  in  early  November.  From  then  onwards  numbers  remained  constant, 
with  little  variation  between  high  and  low  tide  counts.  Numbers  tended  to 
dwindle  from  mid-March,  until  the  main  spring  passage  in  April  and  early 
May.  Up  to  600  occurred  at  Dartford  and  Barking,  but  the  majority  of 
these  used  the  two  main  high  tide  roosts  on  the  Essex  side  of  the  River. 
The  birds  wintering  on  the  Lower  Thames  form  an  important  part  of  a 
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much  larger  population  wintering  further  out  in  the  Thames  Estuary  and 
in  north  Kent. 

Away  from  the  River  Thames,  the  only  regular  winter  site  was  in  the 
Staines  area,  particularly  when  Staines  Res  was  drained  (as  in  1982/83). 
Over  100  were  present  in  the  1982/83  winter  and  again  in  1983/84.  In  the 
last  few  months  of  1983  the  flock  commuted  between  Staines  Res  and 
nearby  Perry  Oaks  SF,  the  latter  site  holding  a  maximum  of  142  birds  in 
December.  Hard  weather  occasionally  resulted  in  records  elsewhere,  such 
as  at  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs,  but  numbers  were  usually  low  and  the  birds 
did  not  stay  long. 

Since  the  end  of  the  Survey  small  numbers  have  continued  to  winter  in 
the  Staines  area,  while  the  Lower  Thames  population  has  become  more 
concentrated  at  West  Thurrock,  with  up  to  6,000  using  the  high  tide  roost. 
Much  smaller  numbers  are  now  recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  during  the 
winter,  as  the  lagoons  have  become  progressively  drier. 

Ruff 

Records  came  from  five  main  sites,  three  on  the  Lower  Thames  plus  Perry 
Oaks  SF  and  Staines  Res.  At  both  Perry  Oaks  SF  and  Staines  Res  up  to 
20  were  present  between  October  and  March,  though  there  may  have  been 
some  interchange  between  these  sites  and  with  Staines  Moor.  This  area 
appears  to  have  become  a  regular  wintering  area  for  the  species,  with 
similar  numbers  being  present  in  most  recent  winters.  On  the  Lower 
Thames,  a  flock  of  up  to  60  birds  had  become  established  on  the  lagoons 
and  ranges  at  Rainham  Marsh  by  the  late  1970s.  Numbers  tended  to  build 
up  during  November  to  reach  a  peak  in  late  December  (Dennis  1982). 
However,  since  1981  numbers  at  this  site  have  been  much  lower  and  during 
the  Survey  no  more  than  20  were  seen.  Small  numbers  now  winter  on  the 
opposite  shore  of  the  River  Thames  at  Dartford  Marsh,  where  up  to  15 
were  recorded,  feeding  mainly  on  farmland.  The  only  other  site  where 
Ruffs  were  regularly  recorded  in  winter  was  West  Thurrock,  with  up  to  ten 
birds  on  the  power  station  ash  lagoons.  The  numbers  now  wintering  on  the 
Lower  Thames  are  considerably  lower  than  they  were  in  the  early  1970s. 

Jack  Snipe 

This  species  was  doubtless  under-recorded,  with  records  from  only  10%  of 
sites  surveyed.  It  usually  prefers  drier  areas  than  Snipe,  with  more  ground 
cover.  The  largest  wintering  population  was  six  birds  at  Dagenham  Chase 
in  all  three  winters.  Most  of  the  remaining  widely-scattered  records  were 
of  between  one  and  three  birds,  but  at  least  ten  were  recorded  at 
Beddington  SF  on  Feb  14th  1982.  Most  of  the  sites  where  Jack  Snipe  were 
recorded  also  held  good  numbers  of  Snipe  and  other  waders  on  occasions. 

Birds  arrived  back  in  their  winter  quarters  in  early  October,  staying  until 
late  March  or  early  April.  There  was  evidence  of  a  slight  passage  in  October 
and  November.  Jack  Snipe-  are  easily  overlooked,  being  very  unobtrusive 
and  often  flushing  only  at  the  last  possible  moment.  Apart  from  the  two 
sites  already  mentioned,  counts  of  over  four  were  made  only  at  Hogsmill 
SF,  Stanstead  Abbots  GP,  Poyle,  Hersham  SF  and  Rainham  Marsh. 

Snipe 

A  widespread  and  locally  common  winter  visitor  to  the  London  Area,  the 
Snipe  was  found  in  over  35%  of  sites  covered  in  the  Survey.  Nearly  all  of 
the  wetland  sites  recorded  at  least  single-figure  counts,  while  some  of  the 
more  suitable  marshland  areas  regularly  held  over  50  birds  in  each  winter. 
The  sites  were  widely  scattered  throughout  the  Area,  most  being  river 
valley  or  wet  farmland  areas,  gravel  pits  or  sewage  works.  Smaller  numbers 
were  also  recorded  at  other  sites.  For  example,  single  birds  were  often 
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flushed  from  wet  areas  on  the  edge  of  woodland  at  Hainault  and  Havering 
during  severe  weather,  particularly  when  frosts  had  made  the  ground 
completely  unsuitable. 

Many  counts  of  over  50  birds  were  made,  usually  in  the  period  from 
December  to  early  February.  Numbers  tended  to  increase  as§‘©d‘autumn 
progressed,  with  evidence  of  a  slight  passage  in  October.  Sites  that 
regularly  held  over  100  birds  included  Berwick  Ponds,  Dagenham  Chase 
and  Rainham  Marsh  in  Essex,  Rye  House  Marsh  and  other  Lea  Valley  sites 
in  Herts,  Staines  Moor  and  Staines  Res  in  Middx,  Beddington  SF  in  Surrey 
and  Dartford  Marsh  in  Kent.  There  were  at  least  350  on  the  drained  basin 
of  Staines  Res  on  Dec  30th  1982. 

Most  of  the  Snipe  wintering  in  the  British  Isles  originate  from  the 
countries  around  the  Baltic  Sea  (Lack  1986)  and  they  are  probably  fairly 
loyal  to  traditional  wintering  areas.  They  prefer  areas  of  marsh,  with  cover 
for  roosting  but  enough  wet  areas  for  feeding.  Small  numbers  can  also  be 
found  wintering  in  quite  small  areas  of  wet  meadow  or  along  farmland 
ditches.  During  hard  weather,  Snipe  quickly  respond  by  moving  to  more 
suitable  areas  elsewhere  in  the  country  and  many  of  the  London  Area  sites 
are  quickly  deserted.  It  is  at  this  time  that  the  unfrozen  areas  along  the 
Lower  Thames  become  important,  with  the  saltings  at  Rainham  Marsh 
regularly  holding  over  100  birds  in  severe  weather. 

Woodcock 

Woodcock  are  waders  adapted  to  a  woodland  existence.  They  were 
recorded  from  only  12%  of  sites  during  the  Survey,  probably  reflecting 
their  rather  secretive  nature  rather  than  any  real  scarcity.  Most  records 
came  from  well-  wooded  areas  or  parkland,  the  majority  from  south  of  the 
River  Thames  in  Kent  and  Surrey.  Individual  observers  rarely  recorded 
more  than  two  or  three  birds  but,  where  birds  were  put  up  during  winter 
shoots,  larger  numbers  were  reported.  These  included  six  at  Bromley 
Common  on  Jan  1st  1983,  12  there  on  Dec  30th  1983  and  seven  near  Hurst 
Green  also  on  Jan  1st  1983.  Away  from  woodland  sites,  birds  were  also 
seen  in  Inner  London  and  at  wetland  sites,  particularly  during  severe 
weather.  At  least  six  were  present  in  wet  meadowland  near  Berwick  Ponds 
in  late  1981,  and  single  birds  were  also  flushed  from  Rainham  Marsh  at  this 
time.  Many  of  our  birds  are  immigrants  from  the  Continent  (Lack  1986) 
and  are  probably  faithful  to  traditional  wintering  sites. 

Curlew 

This  species  is  mainly  a  scarce  passage  migrant  in  the  London  Area,  only 
small  numbers  occurring  briefly  in  winter.  During  the  Winter  Sites  Survey 
a  small  flock  was  recorded  using  the  ash  pools  at  West  Thurrock.  Numbers 
varied  between  three  and  nine,  with  an  average  of  about  six.  Since  the  end 
of  the  Survey,  however,  this  flock  has  failed  to  become  established  and 
most  winter  sightings  are  of  scattered  singles  along  the  River  Thames.  Hard 
weather  occasionally  produces  flocks  away  from  the  River,  but  these  are 
mostly  birds  flying  over  to  escape  severe  conditions. 

Redshank 

The  winter  distribution  of  the  Redshank  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the 
Dunlin,  with  most  records  coming  from  the  large  feeding  flocks  and  roosts 
along  the  Lower  Thames  in  Essex  and  Kent.  However,  relatively  few  were 
recorded  at  inland  sites  away  from  the  River  Thames,  even  at  Staines  Res 
when  it  was  drained  in  1982/83.  Improving  conditions  along  the  River 
Thames  have  led  to  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  wintering  birds  between 
Barking  and  West  Thurrock.  All  suitable  areas  of  exposed  mud  on  both 
sides  of  the  River  held  feeding  concentrations  of  over  50  birds  during  the 
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Survey.  The  largest  counts  were  at  Rainham  (up  to  200),  Dartford  Marsh 
(at  least  120)  and  West  Thurrock  (up  to  1,000).  The  last  count  was  a  record 
for  the  London  Area  at  the  time  (1984),  but  since  the  end  of  the  Winter 
Sites  Survey  numbers  have  steadily  increased  to  2,000  by  winter  1988/89. 
Most  of  the  birds  feeding  on  the  Lower  Thames  roost  on  the  power  station 
ash  lagoons  at  West  Thurrock;  the  increase  at  this  site  thus  probably  reflects 
the  concentration  of  birds  from  several  feeding  sites  up  and  dow  n  the  River. 
As  with  the  Dunlin,  these  birds  make  up  part  of  a  much  larger  population 
further  out  in  the  Thames  Estuary  and  in  north  Kent. 

Smaller  numbers  were  recorded  further  upriver  as  far  as  Inner  London 
and  away  from  the  River  Thames  at  widely  scattered  wetland  sites  inland, 
such  as  Dagenham  Chase  and  Berwick  Ponds.  Fewer  than  30  birds  were 
recorded  at  Staines  Res  when  it  was  drained.  Most  of  these  birds  quickly 
moved  on  in  very  severe  weather,  but  the  flocks  along  the  Lower  Thames 
were  little  affected  by  such  weather. 

The  qualifying  level  for  national  importance  for  wintering  Redshank  is 
a  regular  population  of  750  birds;  for  international  importance  it  is  1.500 
(Salmon  et  al  1989).  The  numbers  wintering  along  the  Lower  Thames  are, 
thus,  of  major  importance,  underlining  the  need  to  protect  their  feeding 
and  roosting  sites. 

Green  Sandpiper 

Well  known  in  the  London  Area  as  a  passage  migrant,  particularly  in 
autumn,  the  Green  Sandpiper  is  also  a  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers.  It 
can,  though,  be  rather  elusive  in  winter  and  is  easily  overlooked,  even  at 
well-known  sites.  During  the  Survey  Green  Sandpipers  were  recorded  at 
21  sites,  almost  14%  of  the  total.  The  majority  of  the  sites  were  wetland 
areas,  most  of  which  also  held  good  numbers  during  autumn  passage.  The 
sites  were  widely  scattered  throughout  the  Area  (Fig.  1)  and  in  most  cases 
were  occupied  regularly  throughout  the  winter.  Usually  between  one  and 
three  were  found,  but  at  Rainham  Marsh  the  wintering  population  regularly 
reached  six  birds.  Other  sites  where  more  than  five  birds  were  recorded 
included  Iver  and  Perrv  Oaks  SF.  18  birds  were  found  at  nine  sites  in  the 

j 

Herts  sector  during  a  separate  special  survey  on  Nov  18th  1984  (Trevis  & 
Smith  1986).  The  30  to  40  birds  which  winter  in  the  London  Area  represent 
a  small  fraction  of  the  500  to  1,000  birds  thought  to  winter  in  the  British 
Isles  (Lack  1986). 

At  Rainham  Marsh  the  wintering  birds  are  usually  scattered  over  a  wide 
area,  using  the  water  channels  and  small  pools  for  feeding.  During  severe 
weather,  when  many  inland  sites  become  unsuitable,  the  population  at 
Rainham  Marsh  increases  and  the  birds  tend  to  make  more  use  of  the 
creeks  and  foreshore  along  the  River  Thames.  It  is  possible  that  the  birds 
roost  together  away  from  the  feeding  areas  as  birds  are  often  seen  flying 
into  a  particular  patch  of  sea  aster  on  the  lagoons  as  dusk  falls. 

Away  from  the  main  wetland  sites,  birds  were  found  in  a  variety  of 
habitats  ranging  from  sewage  works  to  wet  water  meadows  and  watercress 
beds  along  river  valleys.  Occasionally,  in  severe  weather,  wintering  birds 
were  found  in  odd  locations,  such  as  along  a  woodland  stream  on  the  edge 
of  Havering  Park. 

Autumn  passage  through  the  Area  usually  takes  place  in  two  phases,  in 
mid-July  and  again  in  early  August  (Fig.  2).  Small  numbers  of  birds 
continue  to  pass  through  until  the  end  of  September  and  then  very  few  are 
seen  until  the  first  of  the  wintering  birds  arrive  back  in  October.  There  is 
often  a  high  count  at  the  main  wintering  sites  in  early  November,  when  the 
birds  first  arrive,  followed  by  low  numbers  until  February.  This  suggests 
that  the  birds  feed  together  when  they  first  arrive  and  then  disperse  over 
a  wider  area  to  establish  feeding  territories.  Evidence  points  to  the  same 
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•  1  #2 

Fig.  1.  Number  and  Distribution  of  Wintering  Green  Sandpipers  1981/82-1983/84. 

birds  returning  to  the  same  wintering  areas  for  a  number  of  years  (Lack 
1986).  Spring  passage,  between  late  March  and  mid-May,  is  much  lighter 
than  the  autumn  passage,  with  few  double-figure  counts. 

Common  Sandpiper 

Normally  wintering  much  further  south  than  the  British  Isles,  the  wintering 
population  of  Common  Sandpipers  is  small  and  mainly  concentrated  in  the 

60  - 
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Fig.  2.  Passage  Numbers  of  Green  Sandpipers  at  Rainham  Marsh,  Autumn  1983. 
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Fig.  3.  Number  and  Distribution  of  Wintering  Common  Sandpipers  1981/82-1983/84. 


south  west  of  England  (Lack  1986).  Winter  records  in  the  London  Area 
come  from  three  main  areas:  the  Staines  area,  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs 
and  the  Lower  Thames  (Fig.  3).  Numbers  at  each  site  were  very  low  - 
generally  less  than  three  -  but  all  three  areas  were  occupied  in  each  year 
of  the  Winter  Sites  Survey.  There  is  a  strong  autumn  passage  throughout 
the  Area  with  most  moving  through  in  early  August  (Fig.  4).  Although 
Common  Sandpipers  usually  outnumber  Green  Sandpipers,  fewer  are  seen 


Fig.  4.  Passage  Numbers  of  Common  Sandpipers  at  Rainham  Marsh,  Autumn  1983. 
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from  late  September  onwards.  Returning  wintering  birds  usually  arrive 
back  in  November  and  stay  until  late  March,  by  which  time  the  first  of  the 
returning  passage  birds  are  coming  through.  Along  the  River  Thames  the 
birds  usually  winter  in  twos  and  threes  but  elsewhere  the  birds  are  rather 
solitary.  The  total  wintering  population  in  the  London  Area  is  less  than  12 
birds  out  of  a  British  total  of  about  100. 

In  the  London  Area,  the  Common  Sandpiper  favours  areas  with  some 
hard  or  rocky  base  for  feeding,  such  as  is  found  along  the  edges  of 
reservoirs  and  their  water  channels.  Along  the  Lower  Thames  it  is  mainly 
found  in  winter  on  the  few  areas  of  rock  along  the  River,  usually  along  the 
exposed  sections  of  the  new  river  wall.  It  also  makes  good  use  of  man-made 
structures  for  roosting,  for  example  barges  at  Rainham  and  Barking.  In 
severe  weather  it  is  little  affected  along  the  River  Thames  but  the  birds  in 
the  Lea  Valley  move  out  temporarily,  possibly  to  other  sites  along  the  River 
Thames  and  nearby  coast. 

Turnstone 

One  or  two  were  recorded  wintering  along  the  Lower  Thames  at  West 
Thurrock  and  at  Grays.  Since  the  end  of  the  Survey  up  to  nine  have 
wintered  along  this  section  of  the  River. 

FUTURE  DEVELOPMENTS 

The  future  for  wintering  waders  does  not  appear  to  be  very  rosy, 
particularly  along  the  River  Thames.  Major  leisure  developments  are 
planned  at  Rainham  which  would  effectively  destroy  much  of  the  existing 
foreshore  and  grazing  marsh.  A  similar  project  is  planned  for  Barking  Bay. 
The  ash  lagoons  at  West  Thurrock  are  earmarked  for  refinery  expansion 
and  many  of  the  remaining  sites  on  the  Kent  side  of  the  River  are  also 
under  extreme  pressure.  As  the  Thames  becomes  cleaner,  it  would  be 
ironic  if  those  birds  that  should  benefit  are  unable  to  find  roosting  sites  or 
sufficient  areas  of  exposed  mud  for  feeding. 
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Birds  of  Small  Open 
Spaces  in  Inner  London 
1987-1988 

Helen  Baker 

INTRODUCTION 
During  the  last  100  years  the  birds  of  Inner  London  have  been  discussed 
in  a  number  of  books  and  papers.  (Inner  London  is  a  rectangular  area,  five 
miles  north  to  south,  eight  miles  east  to  west,  centred  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Charing  Cross  on  the  south  side  of  Trafalgar  Square.)  Many  of  these  books 
and  papers  have  concentrated  on  the  large  parks,  such  as  Regent’s  Park 
and  St  James’s  Park,  but  some  include  references  to  the  squares,  small 
(mostly  public)  gardens  and  churchyards  which  are  such  an  attractive 
feature  of  Inner  London.  Hudson  (1898)  provides  an  interesting  insight  into 
the  birds  of  central  London  at  the  end  of  the  last  century.  Homes  (1957) 
summarised  the  period  up  to  1950,  while  Cramp  &  Tomlins  (1966)  covered 
the  changes  over  the  period  1951-1965.  The  small  open  spaces  are  largely 
neglected  by  birdwatchers  and  the  London  Bird  Reports  contain  only 
occasional  records  of  breeding  birds  or  less  common  visitors,  giving  a  very 
incomplete  picture.  Against  this  background,  in  1986  the  LNHS  Ornithol¬ 
ogy  Research  Committee  agreed  that  a  year-long  survey  of  the  small  open 
spaces  would  be  useful.  This  paper  describes  the  results  of  that  survey. 

METHOD 

Volunteers  were  asked  to  select  one  or  more  squares,  small  gardens  or 
similar  small  open  spaces  which  they  could  visit  for  a  twelve  month  period 
starting  in  February  or  March  1987.  Recording  forms  were  provided  and 
on  each  visit  all  the  birds  using  the  site  were  counted  and  territorial  or 


Fig.  1.  Inner  London  recording  area  showing  locations  of  sites  surveyed. 

Large  parks  and  open  spaces  are  shown  in  grey. 


BIRDS  OF  SMALL  OPEN  SPACES  IN  INNER  LONDON  1987-1988 


127 


Key  to  Fig.  1.  List  of  sites  working  from  west  to  east. 


Site 

Thurloc  Square 

Holy  Trinity  Churchyard, 

South  Kensington 
St  John’s  Wood  Chapel  Gardens 
Mount  Street  Gardens 
Park  Gate 
Park  Crescent 
Erasmus  Gardens 
Victoria  Tower  Gardens 
Victoria  Embankment  Gardens 
St  Thomas’s  Hospital  Gardens 
Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields 
Jubilee  Gardens 
St  John’s  Churchyard,  Waterloo 
West  Square  Garden 
New  River  Walk 

St  Luke’s  Churchyard  and  Gardens 
St  Peter’s  Churchyard  and  Gardens 
Rosemary  Gardens 
St  Dunstan's  in  the  East 
Wapping  Dock 


Grid  reference 

Abbreviation 

TQ  270  789 

T 

TQ  271  793 

HT 

TQ  272  829 

StJW 

TQ  284  806 

M 

TQ  287  823 

PG 

TQ  287  821 

PC 

TQ  299  786 

Er 

TQ  303  792 

VT 

TQ  304  805 

VE 

TQ  306  796 

StT 

TQ  307  813 

L 

TQ  307  800 

JG 

TQ  311  801 

StJ 

TQ  315  790 

WS 

TQ  321  843 

NR 

TQ  323  824 

StL 

TQ  325  781 

StP 

TQ  327  839 

R 

TQ  332  807 

StD 

TQ  349  806 

W 

breeding  behaviour  was  noted.  A  species  was  recorded  as  breeding  at  a  site 
only  if  it  was  proved  to  have  nested  within  the  boundary.  Species  showing 
territorial  behaviour  (ie  a  singing  male  or  pair  recorded  on  two  or  more 
visits,  at  least  ten  days  apart,  between  April  and  June)  may  have  nested  at 
the  site  or  somewhere  close  by.  Birds  flying  over  were  disregarded  with  the 
exception  of  Kestrels,  Swifts  and  hirundines.  Volunteers  were  also  asked 
to  complete  a  form  giving  information  about  the  site  and  to  draw  a  sketch 


0  12  3 

Areas  of  site  in  hectares 


•  Site  with  fewer  than  5  species  breeding  or  showing  territorial  activity 

#  Site  with  more  than  5  species  breeding  or  showing  territorial  activity 

Fig.  2.  The  relationship  between  the  total  number  of  species  seen  at  each  site  and  the 
area  of  the  site. 
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Table  2.  Species  recorded  at  each  site  with  an  indication  of  status. 
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RESULTS 

Although  volunteers  offered  to  survey  over  40  sites,  record  forms  with 
sufficient  data  to  enable  them  to  be  used  in  the  analysis  were  returned  for 
only  20,  and  four  of  these  were  covered  only  in  the  breeding  season.  The 
distribution  of  the  sites  surveyed  is  shown  in  Fig.  1.  Most  of  the  sites  were 
chosen  because  they  were  close  to  the  observer’s  office  and  could  be  visited 
on  the  way  to  work  or  at  lunchtime.  They  are  not  necessarily  the  most 
interesting  small  open  spaces  in  Inner  London.  The  20  sites  ranged  in  size 
from  2.8  hectares  (Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields)  down  to  0.2  hectares  (St  Dunstan’s 
in  the  East  and  Erasmus  Gardens). 

Table  1  summarises  the  main  features  of  each  site.  The  Wapping  Dock 
site  was  atypical.  The  others  all  included  deciduous  trees,  the  London  plane 
being  the  dominant  species,  and  shrubs.  At  most  sites  there  was  some  thick 
cover  all  year  round.  At  Eloly  Trinity  Churchyard  this  was  entirely  lacking, 
but  there  was  an  adjacent  large  private  garden  with  evergreen  shrubs.  At 
St  Luke’s  Churchyard  and  Gardens  there  was  thick  cover  in  the  summer 
only.  A  number  of  sites  included  untended  flower  beds  or  wild  areas.  Nest 
boxes  were  provided  only  in  Victoria  Embankment  Gardens.  New  River 
Walk  differed  from  the  other  sites  in  that  it  was  a  narrow,  linear  garden 
with  the  New  River  forming  the  dominant  feature.  In  the  survey  area  a 
footpath  ran  along  one  bank  of  the  stream  but  the  other  bank  rose  up  to 
the  gardens  of  adjacent  houses.  At  Wapping  Dock  there  were  a  large 
number  of  buddleia  (butterfly  bushes)  which  gave  good  cover  in  summer 
and  early  autumn.  The  grass  was  long  and  the  whole  area  was  wild.  The  site 
was  scheduled  for  development;  clearance  started  in  September  1987  and 
most  of  the  habitat  was  destroyed  by  early  October. 

Table  2  lists  all  the  species  of  birds  recorded  during  the  survey  at  each 
site,  giving  an  indication  of  their  status  and  whether  they  nested  or  showed 
territorial  activity  in  the  breeding  season.  Fig.  2  shows  the  relationship 
between  the  total  number  of  species  seen  at  each  site  and  the  area  of  the 
site.  The  sites  fell  into  two  groups.  In  general  the  smaller  ones,  ranging 
from  0.2  to  0.9  hectares,  attracted  fewer  species  than  the  larger  ones  of 
from  1.9  to  2.8  hectares.  Four  of  the  five  sites  at  which  at  least  five  species 
bred  or  showed  territorial  activity  fell  into  the  larger  category.  Table  3  gives 
the  mean  of  the  peak  monthly  counts  at  each  site  for  the  15  most  common 
species.  The  four  sites  surveyed  only  in  the  breeding  season  have  been 
omitted  from  Fig.  2  and  Table  3.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  assessment 
of  status  in  Table  2  is  based  on  the  presence  of  birds  throughout  the  year 
while  Table  3  is  based  on  peak  counts.  Feral  Rock  Dove,  Blackbird, 
Starling  and  House  Sparrow  were  amongst  the  six  most  abundant  species 
at  every  site. 

Table  4  gives  the  number  of  sites  at  which  each  species  bred  or  showed 
territorial  behaviour.  The  Blackbird  heads  the  list,  having  been  recorded 
at  every  site,  and  is  followed  by  Woodpigeon  and  Dunnock.  Feral  Rock 
Dove,  Starling  and  House  Sparrow  come  low  on  the  list  because  they 
usually  nest  in  or  on  buildings  near  the  squares  and  gardens. 

COMMENTS  ON  SPECIES 

With  such  a  small  sample  it  is  not  possible  to  draw  any  conclusions  about 
the  present  status  of  species,  such  as  the  Tawny  Owl,  which  have  been 
recorded  in  Inner  London  squares  in  the  past  but  which  were  not  recorded 
in  the  present  survey. 

Ducks 

"In  spring  and  summer  one  or  two  Mallard  may  be  found  in  small  parks  or 
gardens  without  a  pond.  However,  at  New  River  Walk,  with  its  expanse  of 
water,  this  was  the  most  abundant  species  with  a  maximum  of  107  on  Sept 
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2nd  1987;  up  to  27  juveniles  were  counted  on  visits  between  Apr  21st  and 
June  22nd.  A  Tufted  Duck  was  recorded  at  New  River  Walk  on  June  22nd 
1987. 

Kestrel 

Kestrels  were  seen  occasionally  at  ten  sites.  They  were  usually  flying  over 
but  occasionally  were  seen  hunting. 

Gulls 

At  Victoria  Tower  Gardens  the  Black-headed  Gull  was  the  most  abundant 
species  with  a  highest  count  of  80  on  Feb  23rd  1988.  The  Gardens  are 
adjacent  to  the  River  Thames  and  the  gulls  use  the  wall  for  loafing  and  the 
open  lawns  for  feeding  when  the  tide  is  in.  They  also  stand  on  the  wall 
waiting  for  members  of  the  public  to  throw  food  to  them.  Numbers  of 
Black-headed  Gulls  at  other  sites  were  lower  and  they  were  seen  less 
regularly.  The  indication  of  status  for  Black-headed  Gull  in  Table  2  is  based 
on  eight  months’  data,  excluding  period  from  April  to  July  when  very  few 
were  recorded.  From  April  to  June  they  are  present  in  Inner  London  in 
very  small  numbers,  but  they  return  to  the  River  Thames  and  St  James’s 
Park  in  July. 

A  Common  Gull  was  seen  at  Victoria  Tower  Gardens  once  and  one  was 
also  recorded  at  Jubilee  Gardens  on  the  south  bank  of  the  River.  Lesser 
Black-  backed.  Herring  and  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  also  recorded 
occasionally  at  Jubilee  Gardens. 

Feral  Rock  Dove 

Hudson  (1898)  reported  that  the  feral  Rock  Dove  had  ‘increased 
excessively  in  recent  years’  and  that  there  were  large  colonies  at  Temple 
Gardens,  the  Law  Courts,  St  Paul’s,  the  Museums  and  Westminster  Palace. 
Just  over  50  years  later.  Homes  (1957)  suggested  that  it  was  one  of  the  two 
most  numerous  breeding  birds  in  the  closely  built  up  area  and  was  second 
only  to  the  House  Sparrow.  Cramp  &  Tomlins  (1966)  thought  it  probable 
that,  by  1965,  the  total  number  of  breeding  feral  Rock  Doves  had 
approached  or  even  surpassed  that  of  the  House  Sparrow.  Data  from  the 
present  survey  certainly  suggest  that  it  is  now  the  most  abundant  species 
and  this  is  supported  by  my  own  general  observations  in  Inner  London. 
Counts  of  over  200  were  made  on  a  number  of  occasions  at  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields  and  100  or  more  were  seen  at  St  Luke’s  Churchyard  and  Gardens, 
at  Erasmus  Gardens  and  often  at  Victoria  Embankment  Gardens.  Homes 
(1957)  found  feral  Rock  Doves  more  abundant  in.  public  squares  than  in 
private  areas -and  this  distinction  is  still  apparent  with  very  low  numbers  in 
Park  Crescent,  Park  Gate  and  Thurloe  Square,  which  are  all  private.  This 
difference  possibly  results  from  the  amount  of  food  provided  by  people  in 
the  public  open  spaces. 

Woodpigeon 

In  1898  Hudson  described  the  Woodpigeon  as  a  new  colonist  to  inner 
London,  almost  unknown  20  years  earlier.  Within  the  next  50  years  it  had 
fully  established  itself  and  Homes  (1957)  reported  that  it  nested  in  or  near 
most  squares.  By  1956,  Cramp  &  Tomlins  (1966)  considered  it  the  third 
most  numerous  breeding  species  in  Inner  London,  nesting  in  squares  and 
gardens  as  well  as  the  parks,  frequently  in  trees  in  busy  streets  and  at  times 
on  buildings.  In  the  present  survey  it  was  proved  to  nest  at  11  sites  and 
occurred  regularly  at  almost  all.  The  highest  count  was  33  on  Aug  18th  1987 
at  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.  Fig.  3  shows  that,  at  the  ten  sites  visited  each 
month,  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  Woodpigeons 
counted  between  October  and  December. 
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Table  4.  The  number  of  sites  at  which  species  bred  or  showed  territorial  behaviour. 


Bred 

Showed 

territorial 

behaviour 

Bred  or  showed 
territorial 
behaviour 

Blackbird 

5 

15 

20 

Woodpigeon 

11 

1 

12 

Dunnock 

2 

10 

12 

Blue  Tit 

2 

4 

6 

Wren 

1 

4 

5 

Song  Thrush 

3 

2 

5 

Robin 

2 

2 

4 

Greenfinch 

1 

2 

3 

Great  Tit 

0 

2 

2 

Magpie 

0 

2 

2 

Carrion  Crow 

1 

1 

2 

Starling 

1 

1 

2 

Feral  Rock  Dove 

1 

0 

1 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

1 

0 

1 

House  Sparrow 

1 

0 

1 

Goldfinch 

1 

0 

1 

Bullfinch 

0 

1 

1 

Swift  and  hirundines 

Small  numbers  of  Swifts  or  hirundines  or  both  were  seen  over  seven  sites 
between  April  and  September.  The  only  large  counts  were  of  parties  of  20- 
50  House  Martins  at  Wapping  Dock  from  July  to  September. 
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Pied  Wagtail 

Most  Pied  Wagtails  were  recorded  between  October  and  March.  At  St 
Thomas’s  Hospital  one  or  two  birds  were  recorded  on  three  visits  between 
Feb  6th  and  18th  1987,  but  nowhere  else  was  there  any  suggestion  that  the 
site  was  being  used  as  a  regular  feeding  area. 

Wren 

Cramp  &  Tomlins  (1966)  suggested  that  in  the  period  1950-1965  the  Wren 
had  strengthened  its  position  and  nested  in  most  of  the  large  parks.  They 
did  not  mention  it  as  a  bird  of  the  small  gardens  and  squares.  The  present 
survey  showed  breeding  or  territorial  activity  at  five  sites  (see  Table  4). 
Further  records  from  the  small  open  spaces  in  Inner  London  would  be 
valuable  in  helping  to  assess  how  widespread  it  now  is. 

Dunnock  and  Robin 

Though  Hudson  (1898)  included  the  Robin  as  one  of  the  five  ‘small  birds' 
really  common  within  the  innermost  area,  he  noted  that  it  had  disappeared 
from  the  squares,  burial  grounds  and  other  small  open  spaces.  Homes 
(1957)  described  Robins  as  visitors  to  a  few  squares  with  good  cover,  while 
Dunnocks  had  been  recorded  at  these  small  sites  in  both  the  breeding 
season  and  in  winter.  In  their  survey  of  the  next  15  years,  Cramp  &  Tomlins 
(1966)  said  that  there  were  no  records  of  Robins  breeding  in  the  squares 
but  that  they  occurred  in  some  as  a  winter  visitor.  The  Dunnock  had  not 
spread  much  beyond  the  large  parks  and  areas  with  large  gardens,  but 
numbers  had  increased.  It  had  begun  to  penetrate  squares  in  Bloomsbury 
and  Westminster  but  breeding  had  not  been  proved. 

The  present  survey  suggests  that  the  Dunnock  is  now  established  as  a 
bird  of  the  small  squares  and  gardens  with  breeding  proved  in  two  and 
territorial  activity  at  ten  more.  There  were  estimated  to  be  three  territories 
at  St  John's  Wood  Chapel  Garden.  The  Robin  is  certainly  the  less 
widespread  of  the  two  species,  but  it  definitely  bred  at  two  sites  and 
territorial  activity  was  recorded  at  two  more. 

Thrushes 

Swann  (1893),  writing  of  the  Song  Thrush,  said  ‘a  few  inhabit  the  London 
parks  and  gardens’.  However,  the  Blackbird  and  Song  Thrush  were  both 
amongst  the  five  small  birds  which  Hudson  (1898)  regarded  as  common  in 
the  innermost  areas  and  he  suggested  that  in  this  part  of  London  there  was 
not  a  wide  difference  between  them.  Homes  (1957)  recorded  that  by  1950 
the  Blackbird  nested  in  or  near  most  squares,  but  it  was  a  recent  addition 
to  the  scene.  The  Song  Thrush,  on  the  other  hand,  was  uncommon,  being 
confined  to  a  few  private  squares.  Cramp  &  Tomlins  (1966)  reported  that 
during  the  next  15  years  the  Blackbird  had  continued  to  prosper  and,  by 
1965,  could  be  found  wherever  there  was  a  patch  of  green.  The  Song 
Thrush  was  mainly  restricted  to  the  large  parks  but  there  had  been  more 
records  from  squares  and  gardens. 

The  present  survey  suggests  that  there  has  been  little  change  since  1965. 
The  Blackbird  was  one  of  the  five  most  abundant  species  at  every  site  and 
the  only  one  to  nest  or  show  territorial  activity  at  all  of  them.  Indeed,  on 
Apr  27th  1987,  12  sitting  Blackbirds  were  reported  at  Victoria  Embank¬ 
ment  Gardens,  and  about  ten  pairs  nested  at  St  John's  Wood  Chapel 
Garden.  Single  pairs  of  Song  Thrushes  bred  at  three  sites  (all  public)  and 
showed  territorial  activity  at  two  more.  Blackbirds  nested  in  the  buddleia 
bushes  at  Wapping  Dock. 

There  was  a  large  influx  of  Blackbirds  into  St  John's  Wood  Chapel 
Garden  in  October  1987.  Compared  to  peak  counts  of  between  14  and  24 
in  every  other  month,  as  many  as  107  were  recorded  on  Oct  4th,  56  on  1 1th 
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and  42  on  the  afternoon  of  16th  after  the  Great  Storm.  They  were  feeding 
on  rowan  bushes.  No  other  site  showed  a  similar  trend. 

Homes  (1957)  noted  that  the  Mistle  Thrush  had  increased  in  recent  years 
and  nested  in  a  number  of  public  and  private  squares  with  large  lawns.  In 
the  present  survey  one  or  two  birds  were  seen  occasionally  at  five  sites,  but 
none  bred. 

Warblers  and  Goldcrest 

Garden  Warbler,  Chiffchaff  and  Willow  Warbler  were  all  recorded  at  one 
or  two  sites  during  the  spring  or  autumn  passage.  A  Goldcrest  was  present 
in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields  in  August  and  September  1987. 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

The  Spotted  Flycatcher  is  the  summer  migrant  most  likely  to  nest  in  the 
small  squares  and  gardens  in  Inner  London  but,  as  Homes  (1957)  noted,  it 
prefers  the  quieter  sites.  In  1987  a  pair  nested  in  the  stone  balustrade  of 
the  balcony  to  flats  adjacent  to  Mount  Street  Gardens,  but  the  outcome 
was  not  known.  An  adult  and  juvenile  were  seen  in  West  Square  Garden 
on  July  1st  but,  as  they  had  not  been  recorded  on  previous  visits,  the  birds 
probably  did  not  nest  there. 

Blue  Tit  and  Great  Tit 

None  of  the  tits  featured  amongst  the  five  really  common  small  birds 
mentioned  by  Hudson  (1898)  although  Swann  (1893)  said  that  the  Blue  Tit 
might  frequently  be  noticed  in  the  urban  district.  Some  50  years  later. 
Homes  (1957)  recorded  Great  Tits  nesting  in  some  private  squares  and  the 
rather  more  numerous  Blue  Tits  occasionally  nesting  in  public  squares  as 
well.  According  to  Cramp  &  Tomlins  (1966),  this  was  still  true  15  years 
later  and  data  from  the  20  sites  in  the  present  survey  suggest  little  change 
since. 

Crows 

Hudson  (1898)  estimated  that  there  might  be  40  Carrion  Crows  in  inner 
London  but  only  two  or  three  pairs  nested.  Cramp  &  Tomlins  (1966) 
suggested  that  by  1965  there  were  probably  between  30  and  50  pairs, 
showing  a  preference  for  private  squares.  They  also  mentioned  that  the 
Magpie,  which  by  1965  was  increasing  just  outside  Inner  London,  might 
yet  penetrate  the  centre.  They  proved  to  be  correct  and  the  London  Bird 
Reports  show  that  the  Magpie  was  seen  in  Inner  London  in  1969.  Breeding 
was  first  recorded  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  in  1971  (Cramp 
1975)  and  since  then  the  Magpie  has  spread  to  the  squares. 

In  the  present  survey  the  Carrion  Crow  was  recorded  at  15  sites  and 
nested  at  St  Peter’s  Churchyard  and  Gardens  (a  public  site)  and  possibly 
at  Thurloe  Square  (private).  The  Magpie  was  recorded  at  13  sites  and  bred 
at  or  near  Park  Gate  (private)  and  Holy  Trinity  Churchyard  (public). 
Judging  by  the  increase  in  Magpie  numbers  in  both  the  outer  part  of  the 
London  Area  and  the  central  parks,  it  is  probable  that  the  species  will  breed 
in  more  Inner  London  squares  in  the  future.  In  contrast  to  these  two 
species,  the  Jay  was  recorded  occasionally  at  only  four  sites,  three  of  which 
were  close  to  Regent’s  Park. 

Starling 

The  Starling  was  one  of  the  five  small  birds  which  Hudson  (1898)  regarded 
as  really  common  in  the  innermost  area.  It  was  much  more  abundant  than 
the  Blackbird  or  Song  Thrush.  Homes  (1957)  mentioned  it  as  nesting  in  or 
near  most  squares,  public  or  private.  In  the  present  survey  the  Starling  was 
one  of  the  six  most  abundant  species  at  every  site.  The  highest  count  was 
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52,  at  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields  on  Mar  17th  1987.  Breeding  was  recorded  at 
only  one  site  but  at  a  number  of  others  Starlings  were  recorded  carrying 
nesting  material  away  to  nearby  buildings.  Some  birds  using  Victoria 
Embankment  Gardens  nested  at  the  Savoy  Hotel  and  some  using  St 
Thomas’s  Hospital  and  Jubilee  Gardens  nested  at  County  Hall. 

The  creeper  covering  the  ruined  walls  of  St  Dunstan’s  in  the  East  is  used 
by  Starlings  as  a  roost.  Although  outside  the  survey  period,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that,  at  19.00  hrs  on  July  25th  1988,  150  birds  were  recorded  here. 

House  Sparrow 

It  is  clear  from  Hudson  (1898)  that  the  House  Sparrow  was  the  most 
characteristic  small  bird  of  the  innermost  area  at  the  end  of  the  last  century. 
He  said:  "In  going  about  London  ...  I  was  frequently  amused,  and  sometimes 
teased,  by  the  sight  and  sound  of  the  everywhere-present  multitudinous 
sparrow’.  At  some  parks  such  as  Battersea  thousands  were  present  at  their 
sunset  ‘chapel  gatherings’.  This  is  no  longer  the  case.  Both  Homes  (1957) 
and  Cramp  &  Tomlins  (1966)  recorded  a  continuing  decline.  By  1965  the 
House  Sparrow  had  probably  been  overtaken  by  the  feral  Rock  Dove. 

The  present  survey,  my  own  (unpublished)  counts  in  five  of  the  large 
parks  and  my  general  observations  (mostly  in  the  western  part  of  Inner 
London)  suggest  that  the  downward  trend  has  continued.  While  the  House 
Sparrow  was  one  of  the  five  most  numerous  species  at  every  site,  it  was 
the  most  abundant  at  only  three,  compared  with  the  feral  Rock  Dove  which 
was  the  most  abundant  at  nine  (see  Table  3).  Counts  of  100  or  more  came 
from  Victoria  Embankment  Gardens,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields  and  Rosemary 
Gardens.  Like  the  Starling,  the  House  Sparrow  often  nests  in  buildings  and 
they  were  reported  nesting  at  the  Savoy  Hotel  and  County  Hall.  House 
Sparrows  used  the  creeper  at  St  Dunstan’s  in  the  East  as  a  roost. 

The  number  of  House  Sparrows  recorded  at  most  sites  varied  consider¬ 
ably  from  visit  to  visit  so  it  is  difficult  to  discern  any  seasonal  trend. 
However,  at  several  sites  there  appeared  to  be  a  decrease  in  numbers 
beginning  in  July  or  August  and  continuing  for  two  or  three  months.  It  was 
particularly  pronounced  in  Rosemary  Gardens  (Fig.  4)  and  in  late  July  and 
August  1988  a  similar  decline  was  observed  in  the  small  flock  in  St 
Dunstan’s  in  the  East.  At  this  time  of  year  House  Sparrows  in  rural  areas 
often  leave  their  breeding  sites  and  move  into  fields  ot  Tanding  or  recently 
harvested  cereal,  but  this  cannot  be  the  case  with  these  Inner  London  birds. 
No  site  recorded,  a  significant  increase  in  House  Sparrows  to  suggest  an 
influx  of  birds  during  this  period.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how 
general  this  behaviour  is  and  where  the  birds  go. 

Finches 

Homes  (1957)  stated  that  in  the  period  up  to  1950  the  Chaffinch  had  been 
recorded  in  Inner  London  squares  in  summer  and  winter.  Cramp  & 
Tomlins  (1966)  suggested  that  during  the  next  15  years  it  had  been  less 
successful  and  was  declining.  They  reported  that  the  Greenfinch  was 
increasing,  but  was  present  only  in  the  large  parks,  and  that  the  Goldfinch 
and  Bullfinch  were  new  arrivals.  The  present  survey  suggests  that  the 
Chaffinch  has  not  recovered  but  that  the  Greenfinch  has  now  spread  to 
squares  and  small  gardens.  It  bred  in  Rosemary  Gardens,  where  a  flock  of 
19  was  recorded  on  Dec  18th  1987,  and  territorial  activity  was  noted  at  Park 
Gate  and  Thurloe  Square.  The  Goldfinch  was  recorded  at  five  sites, 
including  Rosemary  Gardens  where  it  bred.  A  pair  of  Bullfinches  was  seen 
regularly  at  Park  Gate  and  one  or  two  were  seen  occasionally  at  St  John's 
Wood  Chapel  Gardens.  Both  of  these  sites  are  near  Regent's  Park,  where 
Cramp  &  Tomlins  (1966)  had  recorded  an  increase  in  the  species.  Linnets 
were  seen  at  only  two  sites. 
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Fig.  4.  Maximum  monthly  counts  of  House  Sparrows  at  Rosemary  Gardens. 

THE  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  A  GOOD  SITE 

With  such  a  small,  non-random  sample  and  a  wide  range  in  the  number  of 
visits  per  site  (Table  2)  it  would  not  be  wise  to  compare  sites  in  detail  or 
to  draw  conclusions  as  to  which  are  best.  However,  taking  account  of  the 
total  number  of  species  and  the  number  of  species  breeding  or  showing 
territorial  behaviour,  it  is  clear  that  Park  Gate,  Rosemary  Gardens  and  St 
John’s  Wood  Chapel  Gardens  are  good  sites.  Rosemary  Gardens  are  in  a 
largely  built-up  residential  area  where  the  houses  have  small  gardens  and 
some  householders  probably  feed  the  birds.  Park  Gate  and  St  John’s  Wood 
Chapel  Gardens  are  close  to  Regent’s  Park,  which  is  probably  advanta¬ 
geous.  All  three  sites  have  areas  of  good  cover  throughout  the  year  and 
either  a  wild  area  or  untended  flower  beds.  At  St  John’s  Wood  Chapel 
Gardens,  grass  and  shrubs  on  overgrown  graves  were  attractive  to 
breeding  Blackbirds,  Dunnocks  and  Robins.  The  Greenfinches  in  Rosem¬ 
ary  Gardens  nested  in  overgrown  roses  and  shrubs.  Park  Gate  is  private 
but  the  other  two  sites  are  public. 

Victoria  Embankment  Gardens  are  very  well  maintained  and  attractive 
public  gardens  with  no  wild  or  untended  areas.  However,  there  is  plenty 
of  cover  and  nest  boxes  are  provided,  and  this  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
better  breeding  sites. 

The  smaller  sites  generally  attracted  fewer  species  during  the  course  of 
the  year  and  no  more  than  three  species  nested  or  showed  territorial 
behaviour.  The  exceptions  were  New  River  Walk  and  St  Luke’s  Chur¬ 
chyard  and  Gardens.  New  River  Walk  is  adjacent  to  private  gardens  which 
presumably  helps  to  account  for  the  large  number  of  species  recorded.  St 
Luke’s  Church  has  lost  its  roof  and  windows  and  is  closed  to  the  public 
because  it  is  unsafe.  Bushes  have  grown  up  inside  the  church  and  this 
probably  accounts  for  the  high  number  of  breeding  species. 
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CONCLUSION 

While  the  survey  would  have  been  of  greater  value  if  more  sites  had  been 
studied,  the  data  which  were  collected  give  us  some  indication  of  the 
current  status  of  the  birds  of  the  squares,  small  gardens  and  open  spaces 
of  Inner  London.  If  the  20  sites  covered  in  the  survey  are  in  any  way 
representative,  it  seems  possible  that  these  habitats  may  now  have  a  more 
diverse  bird  population  than  at  any  time  this  century.  More  breeding 
records  from  these  small  open  spaces  would  help  us  build  up  a  fuller 
picture.  It  would  be  useful  to  repeat  the  survey,  at  perhaps  ten  yearly 
intervals,  to  monitor  the  changes  which  take  place. 
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The  Macmillan  Field  Guide  to  Bird  Identification.  By  Alan  Harris,  Laurel 
Tucker  and  Keith  Vinicombe.  Macmillan  Press,  London,  1989.  224  pages; 
many  colour  illustrations.  £14.95. 

The  continual  supply  of  books  on  subjects  that  already  seem  to  have  been 
covered  very  thoroughly  before  never  ceases  to  surprise.  Quite  frequently 
closer  scrutiny  of  these  books  will  reveal  that  they  have  very  cleverly 
managed  to  fill  a  niche  that  had  inadvertently  been  left  vacant.  Equally, 
other  books  are  found  to  have  covered  little  new  ground  and  if  anything 
are  not  as  good  as  books  on  the  same  topic  that  preceded  them.  The  book 
under  review  can  immediately  be  slotted  into  the  former  category.  It  is 
original,  well  thought  out  and  breaks  a  considerable  amount  of  new  ground. 
It  will  undoubtedly  appeal  to  the  novice  as  well  as  to  more  experienced 
observers. 

The  essence  of  this  book  is  those  British  and  Irish  birds  that  are  likely 
to  cause  identification  problems.  The  species  covered  range  from  the 
relatively  simple  -  Woodpigeon,  Stock  Dove  and  Rock  Dove  -  to  the 
appallingly  difficult  -  Treecreeper  and  its  Continental  relative  the  Short¬ 
toed  Treecreeper. 

The  bulk  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  accounts  and  illustrations  of  those 
groups  of  birds  chosen.  Each  group  of  ’difficult’  birds  is  covered  together, 
with  an  average  of  half  a  page  of  text  to  each  species.  Each  account 
commences  with  a  brief  outline  of  where  the  species  are  likely  to  be 
encountered,  their  status  and  other  useful  comments  such  as  what  weather 
conditions  are  likely  to  precipitate  an  influx,  or  arrival,  of  birds.  The  species 
accounts  start  with  a  section  on  size  and  shape,  or  structure  and  behaviour, 
followed  by  a  descriptive  section  which  covers  those  features  that  are  most 
important  when  confronted  with  a  puzzling  bird.  Birds  that  have  confusing 
plumages,  but  are  otherwise  straightforward,  such  as  ducks  in  eclipse,  have 
illustrations  or  accounts  to  cover  only  that  particular  plumage. 

Without  any  doubt  it  is  the  illustrations  that  make  this  book  the 
indispensable  field  guide  that  it  is.  With  very  few  exceptions  they  are  superb 
and  this  slender  volume  is  an  absolute  delight  to  browse  through.  Almost 
every  section  has  snippets  of  information  that  have  not  been  highlighted  in 
identification  guides  before;  in  particular  the  wagtail  illustrations  are 
brilliant,  providing  the  best  series  on  Pied  and  White  Wagtails  that  I  have 
ever  seen,  as  well  as  an  excellent  immature  Citrine  Wagtail.  I  particularly 
liked  the  section  on  Aythya  ducks  which  covers  all  the  confusing  eclipse 
plumages,  as  well  as  the  more  contentious  hybrids  -  a  group  that  has  all 
too  frequently  been  neglected  in  modern  field  guides. 

The  standard  of  artwork  is  so  high  that  it  might  seem  invidious  to 
criticise,  but  I  did  feel  that  the  Barred  Warbler  looked  far  too  much  like  a 
large  Garden  Warbler,  and  is  even  described  as  such,  whereas  its 
proportions  are  in  reality  quite  different.  The  Little  Bunting  illustration 
was  disappointing,  making  it  appear  far  too  tubby  and  hunch-necked.  But 
these  really  are  only  minor  niggles  when  set  against  the  vast  number  of 
plates  that  are  quite  excellent. 

This  book  is  so  good  that  it  should  be  in  the  possession  of  all  birdwatchers 
in  the  country,  beginners  and  experts  alike;  there  is  not  one  person  who 
could  fail  to  learn  something  from  it.  In  my  mind  it  is  one  of  the  most 
outstanding  boooks  to  appear  on  identification  for  many  years  and  its 
compact  size  means  that  it  can  really  be  used  as  a  ‘field’  guide. 

Andrew  Moon 
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The  Macmillan  Field  Guide  to  North  Atlantic  Shorebirds.  By  Richard  J 
Chandler.  Macmillan  Press,  London,  1989.  208  pages;  224  colour  and  66 
black-and-white  photographs.  £12.95. 

Whereas  the  previously  reviewed  book  on  Bird  Identification ,  from  the 
same  publishing  house,  clearly  filled  a  vacant  niche  amongst  field  guides 
this  volume  does  not  immediately  fit  into  any  clear  category.  It  does  not 
complement  the  quite  superb  Shorebirds  by  Hayman,  Marchant  and  Prater, 
since  it  attempts  to  cover  only  those  shorebirds  that  frequent  the  North 
Atlantic  region.  It  seems  likely  that  a  similar  photographic  guide  to  the 
world’s  shorebirds  (along  the  lines  of  Harrison’s  Seabirds  of  the  World:  A 
Photographic  Guide )  would  not  yet  be  possible  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many 
species  of  waders  may  well  remain  unphotographed. 

The  book  has  three  introductory  chapters.  The  first  divides  the  waders 
up  into  broad  family  groupings  and  discusses  them  in  general  terms  -  food, 
structural  differences  and  migration  patterns.  The  next  chapter  covers 
plumages  and  moults  and  the  final  chapter  (of  six  pages)  covers  some  of 
the  technical  side  of  photography  in  very  general  terms. 

The  main  bulk  of  the  book  is  then  taken  up  with  the  accounts  and 
photographs  of  each  kind  of  North  Atlantic  shorebird.  Most  species  are 
allocated  about  a  page  of  text,  accompanied  by  between  one  and  six  colour 
photographs.  Generally  the  commoner  waders  have  the  most  photographs 
(eg  Dunlin  and  Ruff)  and  the  rarest  the  least  (eg  one  photograph  of 
Slender-  billed  Curlew).  All  these  plates  are  of  birds  standing  or  (for  the 
phalaropes)  swimming  except  for  a  Great  Snipe  in  the  hand.  Only  at  the 
end  of  the  book  are  there  any  photographs  of  birds  in  flight  and  all  of  these 
are  in  black-and-white. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  photographs  that  make  this  book.  It  was  a  real 
delight  to  glance  through  the  book  looking  at  the  plates.  Almost  without 
exception  the  colour  photographs  are  excellent,  with  fine  feather  detail 
being  visible  on  almost  every  bird.  The  text  is  good,  but  does  not  cover 
any  new  ground  compared  with  previously  published  books.  Nevertheless 
the  proximity  of  the  text  to  the  photographs  (usually  on  facing  pages) 
enables  the  finer  points  of  identification  and  ageing  to  be  checked  against 
the  plates. 

After  some  initial  misgivings  about  this  book  I  ended  up  by  being  quite 
impressed  and,  whilst  it  is  not  indispensable,  it  is  a  valuable  addition  to 
one’s  library.  I  have  certainly  referred  to  it  many  times  to  check  on  specific 
plumage  details.  Considering  the  number  of  colour  photographs  used  (over 
200,  most  of  them  taken  by  the  author)  the  price  of  £12.95  represents  good 
value  for  money. 


Andrew  Moon 


Notes  for  Contributors 

The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  London  Area  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on 
the  acceptability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired.  Papers  should  be 
submitted  not  later  than  the  end  of  February  if  they  are  to  be  considered 
for  publication  in  the  same  year,  but  it  would  be  of  assistance  if  details 
could  be  given  in  advance. 

Manuscripts  Texts  should  preferably  be  typed,  on  A4  paper  using  only  one 
side  of  each  sheet.  Underlining  should  be  used  only  for  words  to  be  set  in 
italics.  Tables  and  captions  must  be  typed  on  separate  sheets.  Papers  may 
also  be  submitted  as  plain  text  files  on  IBM-compatible  disks. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  other  animals  require  initial  capitals 
except  after  a  hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific 
names  should  be  underlined  for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name 
should  have  an  initial  capital.  Their  use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in 
The  ‘ British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic.  Dates  should  take 
the  form  Apr  28th  1990;  numbers  under  eleven  should  be  spelt  out  in  text; 
fractions  should  be  decimalised;  and,  whenever  possible,  metric  equivalents 
should  be  given  in  brackets  after  English  measurements.  Full  points  should 
be  omitted  from  well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  and 
also  from  ‘eg’,  ‘ie’  and  ‘et  aP.  Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single 
not  double.  Any  references  to  publications  should  be  given  in  full,  with  the 
name  spelt  out  and  underlined  for  italics.  References  should  adopt  the 
following  style: 

HARRISON,  J  and  GRANT,  P  J,  1976.  The  Thames  Transformed. 
London. 

MOON,  A  V,  1988.  The  influx  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  and  other  Seabirds  in 
October  1987.  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  52:  121-132. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is 
known  and  the  Editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and 
block-making.  If  sent  by  post  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  if  requested, 
but  only  printers’  mistakes  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  (but  not  short  notes  or  reviews) 
are  provided  if  ordered  by  authors  in  advance.  Larger  quantities  are 
charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  to  the  Editor,  M  J  Earp, 
63  Ivinghoe  Road,  Bushey,  Watford  WD2  3SW  (telephone  081-950 
5906). 
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